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IEE RETURN TO ST. VITH

The story of the United States 7th Armored Division's
heroic fight to rctake St. Vith, Belgium, 20 Jrnuery .
1945 to 29 Jrnupry 1945 k o

This documentary narretive wes propered by the Research
ond Bvoluotion Division, Tho *&rrzorcd School ot Fort Knox,
Kantucky, 25 Juno 1948,




its hoard-won greund end ersin c‘.rove into the German line in
of Mophoy, Belgium, ond whittled &t the Germen Army until re-
‘Particul nrly no tnble 15 ‘the fact that ot this

cént of the cumbat pursaz:nal wes effective and medium armor
. en-i:- bel w normel.

Rundstedt's lightning rrme ru’ golumns were blunted and disorganized
probed at the 7th Armored's defense, end the methodical Germen
ound themselves thrown six deys behind schedule beccuse of the
wall ring of fighting personnel around St. Vith.

) ‘hd‘nt to rest on its laurels, the 7th Armored Division began the
eck nnd destroy" as it climinoted pockets of rosistonce snd feeble
f the enemy to repein the remnents of their lost mission.

h rnore'i Division w-s withdrawn frem the line at the end
: forced the enemy beck tc within sevon kilometers of the

h received for less publicity then Bastogne, it wes
the Germnn Ficld Mershels, including Hitler himself,
o importent strategicelly than Bastogne. The most
der is that Bostogne could be by-pnssed and St. Vith
o Germon Hirh Commeond was this e paramount issue,
tmmahrl es wcll, For the seme reascns that the
gzed down when denied this ‘roed and reil 1 : ‘







leatarual were absorbed by the lelSlon at this
; progrem with emphasis on maintenance end
o cold, lack of suiteble billets, ond icy and
ns ceused the division meny herdships.

m Belglvn 3011 rnpldly trensformed a weery, battlc—scarred
- ell-trnlned snd hard-fichting tcam.

was necessnry in the cold wenther operations, snd two officers
vised s very feesible mrkeshift for "rrousers" to enable
eﬁf.e'lcles to operrte satisfactorily over the ice-covered roads
e. ixtensive reconnﬂlssrnce and vnaly51s of the terrain were
The poor roed net,
areas, rnd rugged thrrn:n clctstad the employment of small
c~cngincer tesms. Where mess employment of tenks would bc im-
ese small tenms could opercte over roads or trails end gain the
L2} 'n_my forces o meke surprise seizures of important road centers

(o mall task forces and conducting training problems to study
f these units, the combat commands of the division pre=
or the oomine counteroffensive during the first half of
-5t Lrmy coamouflage team visited the division during this
| the solving of winter cemouflage problems. Each line
key persnnnal of tenk bettelions, ertillery battalions,
nd the covelry reconnaisssnce squadron were eguipped
s to blend with the snow. The teonks of the Tth
8 US Flrst Army to be painted white.

”ad Di v1s1onAhgd oompleted ‘all prepers-




on (-Companien B and C; let Pletoon, Company D)
srod Invoantry Brttelicn
B 33d Lrmored Engineer Brttelion

oon, Company B, 3%d Armored Inpgineor Bﬂttnll1n
atnon, Cwmpﬂny L, 8l4th Tank Destroyor Bettrlion

TISK FORCT 8 (SBI17Z)

on _Gnmvnny B, 336 srmored bnpineer Bottrlion
“n, Comprny h, 814th Tonk Dostroyer Bottelion

(GOMB.T COM/IND B

- LLBK FORCK J (cﬁ'amw)

i Bnﬁtnli.n (-COmpnnias B rnd C)
Tenlk Bottalinn




: ) ry, and Combat
rnd B moved inte finol attack positions in the

night of 19-20 Jn anuary.

Biil 01‘ & tm:k was tc heve Combnt Commend & on the left

The division abjective at this time WS

_ ::1‘ hhout 10 000 metars extending from ths high ground
md thenee to the north snd east to the town of fmblove,

ng of 20 Jenuery et 0TS0 the 7th frmored Division bezen
ack thruch tha sector held by the lst snd 30th Infentry
woether had not mo dersted, being very cold with snaw flurries
BOging from feir o poore Icy comditiuns and near zere
' noment of tracked vehicles extremely difficult.

e jmped o.E‘i‘ at 200750 Jamuery for Diedenbarg; me ating
m&t&me, 1% ogoupisd Diedenbsrg by 1030. Task Force

aring the hish ground scutheast »f Disdenberg by 153,
resistence from streng points established in houses

oticn. During the remainder of the dsy Combet Com-
-pum.tlt:ns snd meds prepercstions for the attrok on

(a ‘-&‘ktnal: Bnrn with tuo trsk forces: Task Force

e of lest-anmte changes the attsck wes
peirols encountorsd diffioulty in re-
. the 120th Infentry Reciment, through
4 chengad ts pla.ns Justpnm-'bom —




its line of deperture =t 210400
der Hort Woods. Only light oppgsi
-~ 0900 1 7 cbjective. 4t 0800 Tosk Force :
e Bher noved Fforword fron their positions to $ie in
; d the juf der Hart Weols were occupled 211400 Jen.
< the cbjective Task Ferce Seitz net noderate eneqy resis
of small-cras, noriar, cnd artillery firc. Five nenbers
1 were cojtured, onl the identity cf the eneny force was
HE The cnerny scldiers were frcn units of the 124
sion, I SS Ponzer Ccrps, who o nenth befcre were rocing oeros
cwerd the Meuse River.

; Comman? B was neeting consilerable resistonce in trying to ente

nsolidating pesiticns during the early norning hours,
jrmored Infantry Battalicn, woas siven the nission of clear:
Born east of the reilrcod which ron fron north o south, cnd
Wwas crdered tc cleor the nreec ncrthwest of the railroad, At
he ottock begon os scheduled. No sconer had the attack de-
s quite evilent that the eneny had brouzht up comsiderabl
s during the nicht. Iater, fron rriscner cf wor scurces, it
gne full battelion of infontry had been noved intce Bornm
~kness. Artillery, Nebelwerfer, cond nmorter fire was
thon durinz the provious doye. Evilently the Germons were
2 sheui® be holl ot =11 costs. In enticipation of fimxc
s ot 0830 the 38th Amored Infontry Battolicn was
nd B ond ncved to on ossenbly srea within gquick
Stubborn last-Citch resis tonece by the eneay hel
lreed. Fishting wos intense, ond every house
hondZto-hend fichting leveloped. Born was ¢
ihose herctofore fought through by the Ttr
of houses surrounded by zardens ond yoI

1
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» B orcssed its linc of leparture ot 210400
ve, the fuf ler Hort Teols. Only light oppqsi-
0900 it wos onm its objective. A4t 0800 Task Foreo '
Rhea noved forward fren their positions to tie in
s Seitz, ond the Luf der Hort Woeols wero ocoupied 211400 Jen-
caring the cbjective Task Ferce Seits net noderate eneny resis
tinz of snall-crns, merter, and artillery firc. Five nanbers
ratrel were ey tured, wnd the jdentity cf the eneny furce was
the first tine. The cnerny scldiers wore fronm units of the 12
ion, I SS FPonzer Ccrps, vho o nenth befcre were racing ferc:
toward the Meuse River.

Conmond B wos neetins comsilerable rosistance in trying to ento
s-lidntiny pesiticns during the early norning hours,

8th irmored Infontry Battalion, was ~iven the mission of clear:

mn east of the roilrecd which ren fron nerth to south, ond
s orderad tc clear the nrea northwest of the railread., At
the ottock begon =s scheduled. No sconor had the attack de-
i quite evident that the eneny had broucht up considerabl
during the nizht. Iater, fren priscner of war scurces, it
+ cne full bottalion of infontry had been ncved into Bornm
knoss. Artillery, Nobelwerfor, ond ncrtar fire was
on Quriny the provious doy. Evidently tho Gernmns were
shoull be hell ot all costs. Tn snticipation of fimxx
enys ot 0830 the 38th Amored Infontry Battalion was
B ond noved to on ossanbly sred within quick
‘Stubbarn last-Citeh resis tonce by the eneny hel
rood. Fighting wos intense, and every house
hondSts-hone fichtihg Jeveloped. Born was ¢
o o fought through by the Tt

i




Lty of the day's figh
Combat Command 3

sion knocked out seven tanks and several self-
S operation and damaged several other armored
fire. Only 7C German soldiers were captured as a
jarter ‘action. At 212325 January the 508th Regimental
Combat Command A and assumed defense of the Diedenbers-

e Rescrve Command, which up to this time had been in division reserve,
the area Monten au, Deidenberg, Eibertingen, and assumed defensive
The 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment was attached to the Reserve

o

Command A and Combat Command B were ordercd to sccure Hunningen
ground to the cast and west of the town.

r.ﬁhe attack was for Combat Command A to attack from the
bat Command B to attack from the north. Combat Command B

mbat Command A (Task Force Seitz and Task Force Wemplc), before
bat Command A moved out from the high ground cast of Born at
- small-arms, antitank, and artillery firc, which held it up
until 1700 that both task forccs were tecady to jump off
L the meantime, Task Forcc Beatty, Combat Command B, was
on commander o jump off at 14,30 without furthcr waiting
Task Forcc Wemple of Combat Command A« Speed in the
: day, and cnemy resistance was cither quickly
daring aggrcssiveness of the attackers did much to
he enemy, and By 1730 Task Forces Beatty, Seitaz,
ectd By 1900 all c¢nemy resistance was com—
anized for defense,




nce that seven 88-mm antitank guns were overrun.

, these guns in their original emplacements, with
ition at the gun site. No attempt had been made by
nesu pleces and deny them to the American forces.

L

ng-awaited chance of the 7th Armored Division to retake St. Vith
January. Just one month previously, 23 Deccmber 19k, Combat Com=
nanded by Brigadier General Eruce C. Clarke, bearing the brunt of
f St. Vith, had been ordered to withdraw west of the Salm River
balance of the 7th Armored Division and the other defending eloments
portant road and rail center.

'g:‘.l.ml plan called for Combat Command A to retake St. Vith, but a
hange in plans gave Combat Command B the honor. Combat Command
ed into threeo task forces for thu missions

TASK FORCE CHAFFULS

| ~ LBth Armorod Infantry Battalion ( Company B )
- Companies A and B, 31lst Tank Battalion

TASK FORCE BEATTY

T

ompany B, LBth Armorcd Infantry Battalion
mpany C, 3lst Tank Battalion
Jatoon, Company C, 81Lth Tank Dustroyer Battalion
Flatoon, Company A, 33d Armorcd Engincer Battalion

‘Battalion ( Company B )

, 1 o ‘D, 17th Tank Battalion
1st F , 33d Armored Engincer Battalion
8llth Tank Destroycr Battalion




e enemy re ‘use

These enemy fires were ascerta;ned to
A of Wh. erade, end an air strike was called for,

d strefed likely-looking targets and targets of :

1, with excellent results. Small-arms and machine-

Wweapons used by the German defenders of St. Vith.
e realstance was met, but by 1745 all task forces had gained
e3 and were tled in,

t. Vith had been recaptured by Combat Command B of the Tth
on, the Germens were determined to retake it. From 2015 to
launched three vicious countersttescks at the American troops.
ks consisted of infantry supported by armor, artillery, and
. The artillery fire wa: heavier than had been delivered be~
mbat Command B's advances into St. Vith had carried it into
ganized artillery defense plan of the enemy.

157 prisoners were taken; onme tank and four nssault guns
j and one asscult gun wos captured intoet. This agein re-
'atterlng force of the 7th Armored cgeinst the enemy.

_mmand A, commended by Colonel W. S. Triplet, Infantry, com-
rces Seltz, Rhea, and Griffin with Task Force Wemple in

the hlgh ground north and northwost of the taown. Small-urms,
d ertillery fire resisted the advance of the troops, but in
nd the heavy mortar and Nebelwerfer fire, all task forces
bjectives before mightfoll. The ground operation of the
1 ack on Wallerode nnd viecinity consisted mainly of well dug-
e emplocements were comnccted by tunncls and studded with
of high ground were well defended by dug-in infantry,
and machine guns. In addition, the houses along the
organized for defensc. However, the well-plenned,
ontly exccuted attack met with resounding success

%bat Command B was given the mission of
high ground to the southwest, the
und to the eaat of St. Vith, 311 of




SUPPORTIﬁG TROOPS
Company C. 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion
Company A, 33d Armored Infantry Battalion
Company D, 87th Mechanized Reconnaissance Squadron

gh ground to the southwest (WALT) and south (WINA) were to be taken
1t of 24 January. The high ground to the east (CORKY) was to be

the morning of 25 January., WAILT, NINf, and CORKY were the code names
sy reference in this operation.

0, Task Force Erlenbusch advanced toward the dual objectives of
INA, both being the high ground to the south. At 1910 Task Force
h reported it had coptured WALT. This mission was accomplished by
‘of the 509th Parachute Infantry Battalion because of the deep snow

d terrain which precluded the immediate use of armor. At 2015,

ken by the remaining half of Task Force Erlenbusch, but the
e was so grect it was forced to withdraw shortly before dawn to the
rocks just south of St. Vith. The Reserve Command was called upon
roops to £ill the gop between NINA and WALT.

QA

;5 Janua 1945, Task Force Chappuis jumped off on its attack to
southern half of CORKY was captured by 0900, but the northern
d such great resistonce that tho attack waos halted short of its

".a panlus B mnd C of the 509th quuchute Inf entry Battolion

_er'»rg and the surrounding ground wos the key
: of St. Vith. If this objacttva nould




__s-'blme that eIements of the United States Third
i ion. However, inasmuch ng they had not arrived
rdercd to coordlnm‘ce on attack of the 82a 'drb;me ‘
. 2dvance through Combat Commond A ond secure its right
; through the heavy woods and incised terrcin in the Bois
ojective of General Clarke!s Command B was some 4600

3] ”l: of Combat Commond B Jumiped of f at 1025 and immediotely encoun-

- small-arns ond artillery firc. The attack made slow progress in 7
k woods thot seened tc hide o deternined cnemy riflemen behind every
scon the attacking trocps had met with resistance for greater than
18 Gener-l Clarke} the Combat Commend B coxmmonder, notified

» reinforcenents werc soreliy needed to continue the attack

alt ‘tro'ops were_a.ttached, and ancother full-scale attack was
'; and by 280355 Jonuary, the hord-fought-for cbjective

; r;\,e'the cormunications were extrenely poor, and the disposition
Toops wWas very uncertain. When Conpany B of the 38th Armored
n meved cut to cut the Prumerberg-Sctz road, it was brought
ng spall-arns cnd cutcmatic weapons fire. So fluid was the
he weoist-deep snow 41(. tn.ckloss forests of Belgiun, that the

"_a.r‘e'..' Investigaticn proved otherr-rise; ond in conjunction with
ium ta.nks, on "*'I:,aclc was lu,unched cn this enemy ;ocket. : By

*L-?::' pers muved to the rear frc,.,l their foxhcles.
) th;.'l: renained cut of an orlgz.n.,l complement



T. VITE -~ THE KEY T0 VICTORY

ugh "b;_r‘illiant. generalship and the cours

T e Y e cge of the attack-
© eneny was cefeated cnd driven fron his established posi-

‘sct’le\_?ﬁime's highly unorthedox attacks of Americen ammor,
iably seened to meet with unconny sueccess, were enployed
of the ﬁh Arnored Division,

n gained the initiative on 20 Jonuary 1945 and never relin-
. relicved on 29 Jenuory 1945, Lttocks were launched
ad with such ropidity that the eneny was hord pressed at all
nint,

bunjbaign—-The Return to St. Vith--was cne of great pride
y 7th firmored Division, To these whe had shown the world




TROOP LIST

BN ot o, P the units s

2K ; S which took s i

:gtake St. Vith, Beligiun, 20-29 Jmmfyviglg ey
e Tth Armored Divisi-n is indicnte? i

- ond Healquarters Conpany, Tth irmored Division
onc Heolquarters Coopaty, Combat Cemnmand A
end Hezdlquarters Conmpany, Combot Commend B
and Headquorters Conmpany, Reserve Comnend
and Headquarters Battery, Division Artillery
- - and. Headguarters Conpany, Divisicn Troins
Elsion Military Police Platuon
visicn Bond
nlk Bottalicn
- Battalicn

Battalicn
g Infentry Batiolicn
riored Infontry Bottalicn
ored Infontry Battalion
) Reconnaissance Squadron
¢ Artillery Battalion
1d Artillery Battalicn
& Artillory Bottclicn
d Engineor Bnttcolicn .
ience Battalicn

1 Bottalion

- Compony

reraft irtillery Battalion
ter Truck Conpony

er Truck Congony

2 Ertillery Bottoalicn




th stosﬁu.% Womﬁsgd s 106th Infontry Division
me Field Artillery Battalion
m @EQ C, 33lst am&.o& Battalion

these units were present with the Tth Armored Division u
cenb ﬂ Hmﬁ and Jonuary 1945 St, Vith operations.







