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Introductlon

In December, 1944 the German Armies in the West, with

twenty divisions of 250,000 men and about 800 tanks and assault

guns, launched & surprise offensive through the hilly, wooded

Belgian Ardennes, a sector defended by four American divisions
spread thinly over an eighty-five mile front. The principal
objective of the offensive, conceived by Hitler himself, was

to trap the Allied armies concentrated in Holland where they

were polsed for an attack into Germany's industrial heartland.

The offensive was to be another blitzkrieg in the territory

where Hitler's invaders had won such spectacular success in__.,e

1540. { shadll

Glven the means avallable, the time of year and the ﬁg—

ficult terra.in, it was a daring gamble, in which the

armles risked everything by coming out from behinc

Wall, the Slegfrled Line. The success of the
WWWMaumq to seize




ltions filercely =
r Llercelys By the second day, important centera of

reslstance had formed, and at these pointe the Germen attack
began to falter, despite continued gelns generally. As the
attack moved westward, more slowly than antlclipated, other
centers of registance, in fact many of them, were formed to
block the advance. By Christmas, 1944, the Germans had made
thelr furthest westward penetratlon, and the offensive had
been brought to & halt, although another month of bitter fight-
ing lay ahead before the enemy had agaln been driven back
into Germany.

This 1s an account of the American defense of St. Vith,
Belglum, one of the most important centers of reslstance in

the Battle of the Ardennes, or as it 1s popularly called _",’._T.‘h.?a

Battle of the Bulge." In the course of the narrative I ﬂ%

include brief details of importznt developments elseﬂ_hegl'%,,‘.lamm'

the Bulge. Finally I shall attempt to evaluate thﬁm
of 8t. Vith in the general defecat of the German offensives
This work i1s based mainly on unit Af'ter Mtﬂm
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defenee of St. Vitha Bowever,

during the battle, my view of the action was éntirely subjece

tive, and I wae captured wnenm the town fell to the enemy.

Upon my relezse from 2 German prison camp in the apring of

i{{ﬁ 1545, 1 determined to try to find out what had zctuzlly taken
plece 2t Bt, Vith 2nd in the Battle of the Bulge =28 &2 whole.

The groundwork for this thesls was begun when, on my retrun t
Americz, my femily presented me with a sheaf of naoueztsuiq-q
about the Battle of the Bulge. In the summer of: i
to 8t. Vith and rosmed the battlefleld where I found m ze
mementoes: helmets, wire, snells, an Ameri
and An particular, the foxhole that I had




Ihberviev, HNe pensrously losnsd

T TIPS N VBy Niw ovn Personsl Mepert on the dstenss
ol : Vith, / Lhe Ve | orhe of his undt oommsndsrs s
: o b Ve, Wpeolal mention should be given 4o Lhe supsrh
! ort af Fohoneid ¥ Boysr, Jr., snd the splendia 896 0unt
by Colonsl Kobert ¢. lrleniu ik . bl gomnanders wers in the
! Liile el ovion, yet as thor ough professionsls, they found tims
‘ dur L Lllle in the battls to mak erxtensive log sokeriss.
bensral Bruce Cluz ¥, somuender of Lhe ‘Tth Araored Diviss
lon's Coumbst Command B st Bt, Vith and until April 1962 oouisns
der of Lhe U.L., Army in Kurope, sent we his Fersonal Repert,
L) ae dld Genersl Williem M. Hoge, comumsndsr of the yvh Armorsd
Division's Coubst Commuand B ot b, Yith, General “U‘ﬂ. u’ﬂ41°q"1’
i S snevered many specific questions A key fipure in the defense
Juode 't of BL, Vith, Colens) Thoumes J. hlves, gave ue thres hours of i

time during his stopover between flighte &4 Idlewild Alrports

noLes..

From the Germen side, Genersl Hasseo von Kants
wander of 9 Punzer Army, locuted for me by CB8 r
Gerusny, replied Lo meny questions. He 4 s




upon-row of flles in the World War II Records Divislion, in

Arlington, Virginia,
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The Qulet Front

On the evening of December 15, 1944, Colonel Mark

. 1 Iy
evine 41 - TP & o .
Devine's l4th Cavalry Reconnalssance Group (Mechanized),

a force of about 600 men éttached to the U.5. 106th Infantry

Division, was deployed loosely over a seven-mile front. on

the Belglan-German border with the 1Sth Squadron in the line
and the 32rd Squadron in reserve at Vlielealm. BSince December
11, when 1t had entered the line, l4th Cavalry had maintained
contact by armored patrol between the 106th, on the Cavalry's
right (south), and the U.S. 99th Infantry Division to the left
(north) .1

The 1l4th Cavalry had been glven the mission of guarding

the Losheim Gap, an historic corridor through which Germen
invaders had poured into Belgium in 1870, 1914 and 1940,
Although they were not equipped for defensive fighting, the
Cavelrymen held a line of tiny villages ln the Losheim &aresa.

Dismounting their autometic weapons, the troopers had made
fortified strongpoints of the villages, each a cluster of . .
houses &t a crossroads. Lylng in terrain depressions sur

rounded by high ground, the villages - &nd there wWere I

e them in eastern Belgium - were called "sugar

e




Mgaept Loy putyrel OLivity, artille:z y and merter fire,

there nad not been mush stion in 14th Cave “}l § seotor,
though for the past s veral deys the enemy had grovwn Ans

e I A% L 41 brtdoularly at night.  Vrom veyend the
41 £l bk T Lo thi L hnd come flurest red, greet,

Lo Der O Ol urachute flnre. A searchlight besm had
probed Lhe Anerlean posltlions. From the esst too had oens

strange soundei vehloulsr movement, beoky trup and tzip wize

exploslons set off by enemy patrols feeling thelr way through
the gupe, und once, unsc¢ountably, cries of "Help' Hulp'“’

Also to the troopers had come the report of 4 FPolish "Lapressed”
soldler, who had filtered through Hitler's Blegfried Line teo
surrender, that German troops vere massed in the deep=cut draws
behind the Blegfried.”

South of 14th Cavalry Group on the evening of December 15
tWo reglments of Major Genersl Alsn W. Jones' 106th Infantry
Diviedon, the 422nd and 42%rd, north to south respectively,.
were perched stop the Schnee EAfel, & curving wooded r%-
@iles long und tWo miles wide. The regiments were sstride
fried Line fortifications seised by the i Ir :
‘and occupled by 2nd lufantry Divi
the 106th tock over. The Unird xeg




about SH000 Jyards west of the Slexf: ted Lines ‘rh'r.‘tll.h maintained
sontaot by patrel on lte right with the 112th regiment of the
Sth Infantry Division. Overall, with seven battalions of ine
fentry in the line, the LOGLh Divieion was responsible for a
front ol Ltwenly-two miles, compered to the five mile front

recommended in mil ltary manus lu.rJ
General Jones had set up hils command post ("'l’} in &
gloomy mbLone #choolhouse, 8t. Joseph Klosters, in the somber
1

town of St., Vith, twelve mlles west of the Bechnee Eifel,

Jones was concerned about hies over-extended front, about the

I
pltuation of hle reglments on the Eifel - hlse gon, Lt. Alan
Jones, Jr. vwas with one of the reglments = and tomorrow Gens
Jones planned to make some changes in dlepoaltion of guns

T

and ammunition dumps. From the 2nd Divielon, in accordance

with VIII Corps orders, Jones' 422nd and 423rd reglments had

inherited a sallent that Jjutted elght miles lnto enemy ters

ritorys. In fixed positlons with no opportunity for & moblle

defense, the regiments were vulnerable to encirclement, énd
6 o

the men were vithout combat experlence.
Jonea' untried 106th had landed at Le Hevre from En
on Decomber 6. The Divislon had come directly by Ly

N

vered hills and forests of the Ardennes. Or
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lear t agny gy M aa 5 3 I
n the easy way, remarked Col. Freaneis H. Boos, commahding

the 2nd Division's 38th R

eglment, to Col. Cavender, commander

-I‘r— T T Jaals T
" of 423rd. Two weak Volkegrenadiler dlvisions® opposed the

: 106th, and for ten weeks there had been only llght patrol ace
tivity 1in the srea.2

VIII Corps, to whieh 106th belonged, was commended by
Major CGeneral Troy H. Middleton, with headquarters at Bastogne,
Belglum, about thirty miles southwest of St. Vith and twenty-

flve mlles behind the front. As the right flank of General

Courtney Hodges' U.S. First Army, VIII Corps was responsible
for a front of eighty miles, and in the line, Middleton had, 'i
in addition to the 106th, the 4th and 28th Infantry Divisions,

whlch together had suffered 9000 casualtles in the Hurtgen

the 9th, which was compara-

Forest,

and one armored divislon,

tively inexperlenced.. To protect hls 80-mlile front, Middleton

had been obliged to commit most units to the line, so he had

very little in reserve. However, there were wide gaps between

his strongpoints, and German patrols rosmed freely - sometir

on end - behind American lines.i© o

VIII qups hslﬂ the sactor in which Allied ﬁé?h

RS DT & | I % -t‘ll; v aviaml 4

uguot,. i S 27’ h sipuary




had decided to take a "caleulated risk". In order to give

American forces elsewhere on the 625-mile Western Front

b

%i sufficlent manpower for offensive actlon, it had been neces—
i %Ef sary to hold one sector thinly. The Ardennes region, with 1ts
i rolling hillls, deep forests, deeply etched gorges and paucity
. of good roads, was deemed better suited for defensive action

and was selected as the zone in which new divisions would
galn experience and battle-weary units would be rested. The
bellef was that the Germans themselves were using the front
for this identical purpose.ll

This then was the Qulet Front on the dark, frosty even=

ing of December 15. Despite prisoner-of-war reports of a
o German bulldup of strength in the area, there seemed no cause

for alarm. First Army Intelligence Officer Col. Dicksoen, in

his daily report for Dec. 15 sald, "It is possible that a

limited scale offensive will be launched by the enemy for

LY

the purpose of achieving a Christmas morale 'victory' for

i
TR

civilian consumptlon."12

-a:-‘Z._5! Ly vere dr |, troops of Gel-*.ﬁﬁ.

of 15 December, 154, Firet U

3?!1_
ne poeitls

pos 8110 41l front-ls

3 .-J,'r "1‘&7-- .:‘ “"



of Decsuber 16,
lery bearrege
lote of l4th CHVull‘y
Vediuw vnd hesvy srtillery,

VAliWay guns o {6 e lw 3 & ) pounded all I':"unf,-lim
posltlions, Lhen corces Lrstsd £oLoet the HU9th Fisld kl"t.il.l,tr"
pattellion, supporting the 452n4 Infuntyy. By €120 A, more
thdn LUV roundsg had 1 0 among the !;,’r?,ijltr'"f.'ueﬂ Gnd © OmL -
lcatione vwires hud been cut by the bleste., At Bt. Vith,
woere Geruen sympathizers smong the civilisns had taken to

thelr cellers, l4-inch shelle vegan to hit the town &t 5156

AN l:-‘
After twenty minutes the barroge vwes lifted in the %

Cavalry aret, 1t veeg not yet dewn snd the Germens bounep%.

huge sesrchlight besms off the low~hanging clouds ip_gn*’p,‘-

attempt to light up the Americsn positions. Germen infer

in vnite enow sulte emerged from the ghostly gg._._g“
§ e S

ga_ toward the forwsrd positions of tth'O?fz




13y ey | T i r .
J b "y H 1Ly BUupported by tanks or “UJI“"L'I'OPUI-l.d &un..
J I i LS L * ek F O j 5 \
v Lo Linmediat 1ly contaot wae lost with the |1‘-’1E’,i'1b0!'1n€ g9th
RDivielon.”

M1 b1

when Laey begln teo drop li4=inech shells, it's the real

i .
Lhlng, remarked General Joneas, whose iH.'r-=l1le.1"-I'LUJu at Lh‘
#eheolhouse in Bte. Vith waps belng rocked by explosions.t
{;1:||.-.1£'l.r|‘.|.}4 HEGIELng Lha |I.:lil_ut' to his north [‘Jtl“l{' Jones h_[-;d
releaped Send Cuavalry Reconnalspunce SBguadron, in reserve at

Vielealm, to bolster the reeling l8th. DBut by 11 A.M. when

the advence party of %2nd ceme rolling into the "sugar bowl"

village of Manderfeld, Devine's l4th Cavalry Headquartera, the

gltuation was bad. The commander of the cavalry troop in Roth,

under pressure from enemy tanks and infantry, had messaged

that hie uplt was pulling out of the village. Thus, with Roth

in enewy hands, the rosd to Auw was opened, threatening the

rear of 42¢nd Infantry from the north, and before noon German

tanks were olattering through Auw.? i
South of 422nd, the enemy was driving & wedge almed in

& northwesterly directlon toward Schonberg, just west ﬁam

‘Eifel, between 423rd end 42hthab




Cle

B ol ¥ now the

enemy's Intentlone on the lmmediate

front could be dlvined, A palr of

£lant tonge was closing

arounda the reglments of the Lifel. At the same time another
Irf" _j_"‘f" wedge was pushing up from Fronsfeld on the road to Winteras=
T bR
.,m[’. ':-:f: pelt, huly of the southern road approach to St. Vith. East

of Winterspelt 424th had been hit hard, so 1ts reserve bat-

tallon wae committed at 11:44 A.M. to protect the village.T
Enemy preesure increased in fury along the whole Division
front, and into 3t. Vith ceame reports that 99th Divieion to

the north and 28th Divislon to the south were recelving heavy

_ﬁ}- attacks and thet the enemy had made some penetrations. By

noon tanke of the ellte 1 83 Panzer Divislon, "Liebstandarte

Adolf Hitler," were pouring through the Losheim Gap, and

feellng thelr way west .o

When at 5 F.li. the 2nd Battallon, 423rd Infantry, in

Divislon reserve, wag committed to protect the axpniedﬁfiﬁﬁk
of 422nd, Devine's l4th having pulled back, General Jores no’
longer had an organiec unlt with which to 1n£1uiﬂcd”£ﬁl’
o ot at naao AM. VIII uaz-p- had -z-.mua* 5t




from Kiddleton in the early
Llvislon, 70 miles north with
wing in next :.uorulng.m
iy propgs closing in from
cnly elx wiles to the eept,
mileeg to the south, 8t. Vith
iteelfl wag 1in peri’ 1 it 5 F.Ji. apother VIII Corpe unit,
the 16&th Englpneer Combet Bettellion, wes attached to 106th.
A fev minutes later 16Ath wes ordered te form 6 perimeter de-
fenee of Bt, Vith by setting up (but not ampl&clng) obetacles
on 61l roads lesding into town, and by preparing brideges for
demolition,il

The 168th Engineers, %5 men comuanded by Lt-.col,.!obi ’

Nungesser, knew the Si. Vith sres well, BSince early C _. A

the englneers had melntelned roads and bridgel,,_qu
querries and sewmille in support of 2nd Division &nd, &
i€

11, the 106th. For two montht A, B, ond

< .fa..-
e

v ¢ s




of the morning, when llke so many
een taken completely by aurprlne.12

mber 16, l68th had security patrols

out on &ll roads leading into St. Vith. During the morning
the Battallon Reconnalssance Offlcer, Lt. B &loh, had lost a
weapons carrler when he ran into fire from a German patrol

at Blelalf 1ln the rear of 423rd Infantry, Just three mlles
southeast of Schonberg. With Schonberg in enemy hands, the
trap would be sprung on the Schnee Eifel regiments, and the

Germans would have a good highway to St. Vith, silx mlles

west of Schonber5.13

Such an event would not come to pass until the next

day at the earllest, for as the 168th patrols stood guard

on the roads leading into St. Vith during the night of Dec=

ember 16, firing ceased throughout the 106th Division sector.

Qulet came agaln to the Schnee Eilfel, where the men of the

12 Ibid.; Unit History for October, 144, 160th Englneer
ombat Battallon, 3 Nove, 1944 (N.A.ieSe); Unit History

for November, 1944, 1l€68th Engineer Combat Battalion,
Dec., 1944 (NeAR.S5.)¢ The doaiﬁnutlon "Unlt Hist

_ rather than "After Actlion Report’ was used for the

: ports submltted to the Adjutant General's office,
ix t y D€+ for the months of October and Novem
: th had not been ongasod in direct nettﬂn

1 w vl u Ltf r“..u -
muﬁh:?' of th 163th E 7
' 'W




«A4 and 423rd aat ahlive 'ing on thelr wooded ridge. Earlier

ln the day deneral Jonea, confldent that the combat commands

ol the 7th and Yth Armored Divisleons would come rolling in
next mornlng, hud ordered the reglmenta to hold in place .4
Of real conocern to the 106th on the night of Decembsr 16
waa the wlde opan left flank, where the l4th Cavalry Group
\

had withdrawn to the line Andler-Herre abagh=Wereth. Elements

of two Volkagrenadler dlviasions, in addition to the 1 88 Pan-

ger, had overwhelmed Devine'as mector. Another Volksgrenadier

divialon, the Génd, was pummeling the 424th before Winterspelt
and pouripng up benind 42%rd on the Eifel from the south, Ex=-
gept for that wide-open flank, where the cavalrymen had suffered
an estimated 300 oasualties during the day, Jonea' forward pos=
itlona were lntact, although the 106th had auffered anm eat}mltid
400 ocasualties since the dawn attaock.l®

Thirty miles to the rear at Baatogne, reports recelved
during the day by VIII Corps had been scanty and confused.
Early in the morning moat of the telephone line m-duu'u
behind t.hi Mnt had been gut by the German WN‘ |

’ .
dﬁw;"l ':ln Amrl.om uniforma who had infiltrated

X
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-LL84 Oor were abou
MAsSS s AL ¥YErs&lllen, Fy nce,
lace U dusX on Decc r 1&
" £::= Bral o Ll L E 3 - el w 1_;‘..-_ F- ¥
L
: 8nd when word of the German i+
1 :
; instently a2nd with vigor. For
. T9g DUDSEAc =cadquarvers that the Germens were up to somebhings
| A T4 s - = £ & i e . o & . -
g j and sisesnnower kne N2t nhils s no local sttack, I ”Bdiaﬁﬂly
Evig oo

he ordered thz=t two armored divisions, the 7th and the 10th,

lksgrenadlier div=

1sions, five panzer divisions and one parachute division o

-

had been identifled and located on the map a2t Supreme Heads

guarters. This indeed was no local attack. It was 3In rant %

Hitler's last great gamble.lB

16 thot. 9‘2. E&o, 583; Kﬁrrla.l. QE. g‘,&" J-..a-é.
. 17 Toland, « cit., 32, 33; General Walter Bedell

.EM s Six Grest Declsions (New York, 1956),
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orderse 2nd priscpers,

e enemy attack became apperent. "It

w=28 2 plan thzt was dering, clever, and executed with eyery
"2

deception at the enemy's command.
The scheme for 2 bold counter-sircke had gersinated
in the brzin of Hitler himself in August, 1944 as his .
armies in tine Weet were retreating toward Gersan soll..
1!uﬁfr

»r o




by making
Eifel mountains
Antwerp, the Allled
be the encirclement
mery's 21st Army Group,
northern wing of the Americans 1in the
of the Albert Ca "131-3
The entlre operation was to be a turning movement
commencing in the thinly defended Ardennes region, then
wheeling in a northwesterly direction. Sepp Dietrich's 6
S5S Penzer Army4 was assigned the principal role and the
main strength along & fifteen mile front of the northern
flank of the attack. 1 SS Panzer Corps of 6 SS Panzer Army
was to make & breakthrough toward Malmedy, and when this had
been achleved, 2 SS Panzer Corps was to pass through 1 585
Panzer Corps and exploit toward Liege. In the mlddle of
the seventy-five mile attack front, Manteuffel's 5 Panzer

army,5 attacking on a thirty mile front, would launch a

e e it TR Narshall yom | . T
stedt's Own Stor; of the Battle of the Bulge," Col p!

16' 17' taronugs Sedan s Gharis
nsd, in e.dd!.ucm to an

_ (January 3, 1953),




tWo=prong thrust toieelze St. Vith, Houffallzey amdsBdst
togne, then cross the Meuse between Namur and Dinant and
push toward Brussels. General Brandenberger's Tth Army,
with three infantry corps, would guard the southern flank
of the attack.. This array of power pltted against the
weakly held VIII Corps front would glve the Germans & better
than 2 - 1 superiority in manpower and 3 = 1 superiority
ln tanks 1ln the zone of attuck.ﬁ

Close behind the advance columns of 6 SS Panzer Army,
2,000 men of the 150 Panzer Brigade under S5 Lieutenant
Colonel Otto Skorzeny, counter-esplonage expert, would
break into the open in small groups: four or five specially
tralned Engllsh-speaking Germans in American uniforms, sach

team travelling in a captured American vehicle. Part of the

brigade was lntended to spread confusion behind Ameriecan

lines by disrupting communications, misgulding convoys, and

spreading dlsorder. A second force in this Operation Grelf

was ordered to selze several bridges over the Meuse in ad=

vance of the amruahlngtranaera;T ) b GOnereLly “x“”?dhf
~ _According to the German timetable, the River Meuse
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Lterel bounded by rivers that osntai i Lhe repglon Lo vwhieh
Lhe Babtle of the Bulge wos fought. The Miver Our, vith its
hendvaters in the dohnee Lifel, is the eustern side.of ths

BEGU In 1te NerLasrn ol T Lthe Qur Torms the Trontier

betvween Uelgium and Geruany. The Kiver flovs south to mest
" the Reuer Hiver ip the vieinity of Kehternsgh. With its

. ) T ¢

i tributeries, the Ambleve River flows through the towns of

Walmedy, Stavelot and Bteument, and forms the nerthern side

of the quadrilateral. On the southern side the Kivers lﬂt_ﬂ;,
9

sure and Pemoy form the boundarys o ool

The topoprephy within this eares consists weinly of

4 serles of parallel ridges and valleys running from ..
northesst to southwest. Helghts do not generally ex
M ‘hm;“mu“" :.-rol-} above f-hﬁul




In 1944 there were few good rosds 1n the Ardennes &nd
most of them followed the 1lines of the valleys, passing
through narrow, awkward defiles where they crossed the
rivers. The main roads of the Ardennes were freguently
bullt 1nto steep hlllsides and contalned many heirpin bends.
"The best routes run south-west and, in seeking to drive
west and north-west, the Germans would find themselves ad=-
vancing agalnst the grain of the country."lt

There was a good system of secondary roads, and these
the Germans would make full use of in their offensive.

But on the secondary rozds also, traffie in certaln places
was canalized 1n deep river valleys and it would be neces=-
sary for the attackers to struggle from village to village
across the ridges and through the woods. However, 1t was

entirely possible for tracked vehicles to move érdﬁbéﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁy@7'

particulerly in the platesu extending about ten ﬁiibﬂhirﬁﬂ!V

St. Vith west to Vielsalm. Fleld Marshall Model had |
A4
~ convinced that the campaign would be & battle for
 and particulerly rosd junctions. Therefore, -

L sl J




in the dis=

the
nzd enlisted

northern

portheast came
caet the Mznderfeld-Andler-Schonberg
the Prum-Sellerich-EBlelzlf-Schonberg road entered S5t. Vith

from the southesst, z2nd below 1t lay the Fromsfeld-Winter-

spelt-Steinetruck road. Anocther good highway connected Bt.

Vith with Bastogne; the Foteau-Vlielszlm highway Was. the key

to every road west to the Meuse, and running north from St.

Vith wes the ligmeuville-Malmedy highwaysl'

Pour of these higimays provided access to Bt. W




portant from both the offensive and defensive viewpoints.

For the Americans, it was = town to be held at all coata.ls

To obtaln their objectives in difficult terrain, ace—
cording to & demanding timetable, Hitler's planners called
for total surprise at the outset, and they cloaked their
entire operatlon in an extraordinary vell of secrecy. The
German forces concentrated for the offensive without using
radlo messages and throughout the bulldup perilod telephone
discipline was excellent. A radio station was established
at Cologne and broadcast repeated false reports to mislead
the Allies. In assembling their forces the Germans took

advantage of thick weather forecast by their meteorologists
up to and beyond the attack date.;ﬁ

The diviesions of 5 Panzer Army were assembled between
Trier and Krefeld but kept widely speced. The troops were .
told that they were belng readied to meet the Allled a

on Cologne. 6 SS Panzer Army was marshalled still f
bet jﬂlg,nargr an?.?l.]ﬂw i,aﬂr.ﬁ{m‘f ey e

i -



began, but these Aovements were described s defensive.
The sound of moving vehicles was drownsd out for the most
part by Germen planes hedgehopping along the front at night.
With Teutonic thoroughness the Germans muffled the sound
of thelr transport horses' hooves by binding them with
str-aw._l8

When all unlts had assembled at the attack line, the
5 Panzer Army commander employed a tactlical device that he
had learned from the Russians. In the night of December
15, Manteuffel sent specially-picked storm battalions
trickling silently through the draws between the American

forward positlons. With the openlng barrage in the morn=

ing the storm units would be ready to engulf the exposed

Americans from the rear.19 » 3%

lManteuffel reported that the morale of his troops was

excellent on the eve of attack. Hitler's ”Eraaerj%ykgg.g?j=;'J

20 °
‘the Fatherland Offensive" was underway. " .

Gmentritt, loc. cit., 20; Frelden and
BRTA i owihee . B WSDR talrd: af

r




Enemy Armor on the Schonberg Road

1IN Enemy flares and searchlights plerced the darkneas

o all along the VIII Corps front on the cold night of Dec-
'k 8 ember 16-17, as the Germens continued to move up armor
2 B
25 and troopss.. 6

© 88 Fanzer Army's lead column, Kempfgruppe
Felper, having scattered the 14th Cavalry in the Losheim
Gap, Was in the vilcinity of Honefeld. By dawn that village

would be Pelper's, and the Kempfgruppe would push toward

Bullingen, the next objective on the route to the Meuse.
South of Peiper, 5 Penzer Army was rezdy to exploit its
success agalnst the 106th and 28th Divisions through which
big holes had been punched during the first day.2
Severel hours before dawn of Sunday, December 17,

about 800 Germen paratroopers, commanded by Colonel von .
der Heydte, dropped in the area Eupen~Malmedy in an at=
tempt to selze a crossroads and create & flank bolek to.

delay Allied reinforcements from the north as 6 83
Army's drive wes moving West. A mere third of t
sport planes had reached the correct drop
; ersed the pare rPOODETS. W



ites zbortive
toward the battle
to the aid of
northern

The Tth Armored

toward the hard-
Divielon wae
Generzl Patton's
Third Army .4
By davwn 214 vwas sorely needed in the 106th Division
sector. On the north flenk, 14th Cavalry Group was being
hacked to pleces, Troop A, 32nd Cavelry Reconnalseance
Bquedron, wee surrounded by German tanks and infantry at
Honefeld., All vehnicles of the Troop were lost, but forty-
three enlisted men end one officer made their way on foot
to safety. At 7 A.M. enemy tank-infantry teams attacked
the Troop E positions 2t Andler. The 37 mm. guns of ‘the

armored cers were 1like cap pistols lghinst-tha'iﬁahi_-*'
™o reconnsissance tesme were surrounded and capt |, ar

WMM the rmzntns Wu nd




During the

nlght communications between the 422na

: and i}éJld Reg clments and 5ubOIdlﬂ.¢t6 units on the Schnee

— £ - . ‘ v
Elfel had begun to fail, As the German penetrations ine
creased, wires were cut and the sltuation of the Eifel

regiments became more obscure. By 6:30 A.Ji. the enemy
had knifed through Blelalf in the 423pd sectors. The
Germans pushed a force north from Blelalf while another
spearhead was driving south from Andler to complete a

I double envelopment. The plncers were about to close..6

-0 By 8130 A.M. the 18 Volkegrenedier Division had

captured Schonberg at the western base of the Eifel. As

& result, communicatlion by road and wire between the units

east of the Blelalf-Schonberg road and the remalinder of

the 106th Divislon was cut. The Eifel regiments with their

artillery (part of 589th and the 590th Field Artillery Bat-—

talions), Company B, 81lst Engineer Combat Battalion and

other supporting units were lisolated. Radlo contact with

them would continue until late December 18. Howevers . ...

effective supply from the alr was imposﬂable,_dﬂﬂ-tothﬁiggk”

. Meanwhile, on the mornlng ‘.,93-' the 17th, t
_ mwmw &%&WM .

%ﬂﬂmr.. : gt : £ % - ' 83 0.4 utﬂ“




northwest over

the hill mass toward Stelnebruck, on the

Qur River Jjust

five miles southeast of St. Vith. 424¢n' e

19 nelghbor to the south, the 112th Regiment of the 28th Dive

lsion, was the victim of a flank attack; the regimental

Lag comnand post was under fire from tanks and infantry at

9:20 A.M.. By evening both regiments would be foreed to

Sy
it withdraw to the west bank of the Our.8
1. Back 1n St. Vith the scene was one of wildest confusione.
s Throughout the night of the 16th the streets had been
clogged with traffic - jeeps, trucks, guns, huge Corps are
- tillery vehicles and streams of refugees - trying to move
k& -;i westward. Rumors and false reports were rife; facts were
s'ﬁ.‘ - 3 X

scarce. At 106th Division Headquarters in the schoolhouse,

the situation appeared to be deteriorating fast in the early

hours of the 17th. Though informatlion had been vague, the

1l4th Cavalry, or what remained of it, was again on the moves

By afternoon the tattered Group would be on a line thnt»rnnﬁﬂeﬁ__'

souths With St. Vith itself threatened, General J
his staff chafed at the tardiness of the Tth Arme




Another earmore ¢ had arrived in the early morning,
however. ILrigedler General Willizm H. Hoge's CCB, 9th Armored
Divislon, céme rumbling through the crooked streets of St. Vith
on 1lts way to Stelnebruclk,

Hoge's CCB had been supporting the 2nd Infantry Division
in 1ts atteupt to selze the Roer Dem reservoirs near Monschaue.
The attack had made little progress by the morning of the 16th,
when at daybreak Germen artillery fire began to fall along the
entire 2nd Dlvislon front. At 11 A.M. Hoge received word from
General Gerow, V Corps commander, that CCB, 9th Armored, had
been released from V Corps and attached to the 106th Division

of VIII Corps. After alerting his command, General Hoge pro-

ceeded ahead to S5t. Vith.lo F 1A

At the 106th Division CP, Hoge found "considerableleogt:‘d

fusion among the commend and staff, and no one aaemad t? h9$§_.3}
a very clear ldea what was happenlng. DMen were sitting’angE
in the nalls of the bullding, none of the staff aact}gggr‘

to be functioning." In & talk with the 1l4th Cavalry

S L

B rgt ) o, oo eniast 11ttie coer

Vare

¢ o sspiroctions vere gon -t




—

and the 7Tth Armored Division would be given the mission of
acvtacklng towarad Schonberg.
Hoge then hurried north to Faymonville, Belgium where
his staff and unit commanders had assembled for instructions.
He ordered Troop D, 89th Reconnaissance Battalion %o proceed
gulckly to St. Vith in order to gain the high ground beyond
Steinebruck in preparation for CCB'm attack on Winterspelte
Chandaller fleres 1llumnined the night north and northeast of
the route as the remainder of CCB motored toward St. Vith in
the. first hours of December 17. Flank guards were posted east
of the line of march, and the journsy was without incldent ex=
cept for the maintenance company, the rear element of the con-
voy, which was struck by a German tank force at Ligneuvilla.'
It was later reported that several men and trucks were captﬁfed
in the skirmish and the captives were later massacred at Halmsdrb_"
When Hoge reached Stelnebruck during the morninsg he 35i- g

countered about 100 stragglers, including several offlcern, r

the 106th Division. The group was 1nat.ruc£ed to mb'fe ‘. _

Mlet, " and
rear where thay were tc reorganlze and serve aa GE

¢ id the o

%ﬂ% ﬁ?s&ﬁﬁwa d.‘l.sappaai-eﬁ x nﬂ Hosa cit e
 ?§5%ngmw?§E&tg5:ﬂ




neon OCB succseded in @rivimg tholenemny célscsooiinEnenta
tanks and supporting Infantry back up the hill mass to the
northern edge of Klnterzpclt.ll

With Schonberg in German hands and advance enemy elements
feeling thelr way west along the Schonberg-St. Vith highway,
the chlefl threat to St. Vith came now from the east. Jones
ordered the meagre forces available = A Company and Headquarters
end Service Company, 8lst Engineer Combat Battallon (Divisional
Engineers); A and B Companies, 168th Engineers: the 106th Div—
islon Defense Platoon, and one platoon of the 820th Tank Des=
troyer Battallon - to prepare the defense of the town 1tself.12

At 10:30 Divislon Headguarters had ordered the 168th
Englneers to take up defensive positions astride’ the St. Vith=-
Schonberg highway in the vieinlty of Heuem, a village halfway
between St. Vith and Schonberg. Lt. Baleh, the 168th Recon-

nalssance 0fficer, sent to reconnclter the area, met eiaﬁantp

of the %2nd Cavalry Squadron retreating toward St. Vith. "I

talked to the Lt. Colonel in charge of this outfit,’iﬁﬁﬁﬂ

Baleh, "and he insisted he could not make a stand bec




A SaRehaniatrer Prumerverg to prevent the enemy from

putting tanks and €uns into posiltlion and firing down into

Ste Vith, one mile te the west.l4

«L‘}a

‘- A t55 AWM A e
¥ g At 11:55 A.M« the 168th men Wwere Jolned by sixty-five

men of A Company and fifty-five men of Headquerters and Ser-

vice Company, Olst Engineers, commanded by Lt. Coles Thomas

¥ 4w m or
J. Rlggse.. The englneer lorces vere comblined under Riggs, &

former football lineman at the Unlverslity of Illinois. The

meén of the 8lst had no overcosts and entrenchling tools were

_'-". Ll

scarces They had only two bazookas (single-barreled rocket

e )

launchers) and no sutomatic weapons. The 168th was under -

o strength because 1ts hesdquerters staff end H & 8 Company

had been ordered to defend Vielsalm, while member® of C Com-

pany were scattered about on various assignmentss. The 168th

had more weapons than the 8lst at Prumerberg, but the men of
the 168th lacked practice in the firing of bazookas and ma=
chine guns. To eaugment the manpower in thie waskrdapiarmﬂjﬁi'
musicians of the 106th Divislon Band wera.isaupd'rltﬂlll'.
marched out to Prumerberg, where they were;peaiﬂﬁnlnﬁ;,
”ﬁthéé B Bevastnt Jowey L. BIXL SATing ’E’{j' |




Under orders to hold until the Tth Armored Division
arrived, the englneers had set up telephone communication
with the advanced 106th Division CP in St. Vithe'' The men
were still diggling thelr rifle pits ("foxholes"), about
five yards apart along the edge of a clean pilne forest free
of underbrush, when at 12:25 P.M. &n enemy patrol mad con-
tact at two polnts of the 168th line, and an hour-long ex-
change of rifle and machine gun fire ensued. Twenty-four
hours late, accordlng to the German timetable, the seige of
St. Vith had bea.;_:un.l6

At 1:30 an outpost of the 168th reported that three
enemy tanks accompanied by foottroops were moving up the
highway toward St. Vith. The lead tank swung cautiously
into a snow-covered field in front of the engineer 1llnes - =
Its crew dismounted and set up smoke pots near the tamk. 'HHE 8
Lt. William E. Holland of B Company selzed one of the four 50

calibre machine guns on the 168th line and wiped out the

mountéd crew. A second tank, which advanced up the

. within 150 yerds of the Battalion CP, was knocked ¢




Ihe

Divislon Defense F1 N s e
€nse Flatoon and E Lompany, S20th Tank

Destroyer B tialion, with

" €W guns lacking alghts, thelr own
v A Ne8pona lost to the enemy the day before, got lnto action,

' with the tank destroyers guarding the flanks as more tanks
approached. For a brief ilnterval there was.a break 1n the
weather, and with the blmely aid of = f1light of F=47 fighter

|
planes that happened to be in the are&, the enemy armor with-

' drew when one of the tanks was set afire by straring.ls
i Whlle the englnecrs astride the Schonberg road were
| ; embrolled with the enemy, about the same time a different

34? 8cene was enacted at the brildge over the rallroad yards be-
tween St. Vith &nd Frumerberg. Sgt. Piscatelll and his squad
};;- of the 1680th had prepared the Lridge for demolition in case
é; the enemy broke through the defense line. Under instructions

not to blow the bridge unless directed to do so by Lt. Colonels
Rlggs or Nungesser, Sgt. Plscatelll and his men were standing

by awaltlng orders when & brigadier general approached.

"Blow that bridgel." commanded the general.

"No, Sir, not without orders from Col. Riggs or my

~tallon commander."



Intervliew: Hechler, loc. ¢ - T

+£0C Balch and the
Fiscatellil"s sguad witnessed thls scene.
- i ! his he ordered
a1 Germans
"E;L;St;lvGS.

the c










The r v {
0 Arrival of the (th hkrumored

& geml~

e1role
the thinly=-

held englr
nlghway .

Nortn L
nis covalrymen,

thie ime ¢t 5 I 8.1 or ne Recht=Foteou=Rodt=8t. Vith
Arllier in the

nd nad -'.';’J'f‘ufi
aorth of town aer orders from Jones to 6 pogltlon gusrding
the Ambleve~Pt. Vith nighve I r vV }.U'L:’slt.j of Wallerode.
Here the teegk force turned aelde & flank probe of 1 5B Fanzer
Division. About twelve milee ecet of Bt. Vith, the 422nd
and 42%rd repgluente, nt vay on the Eifel, avaited supplies to
be alr dropped during the night. Communicetion with the regi-

ments by radio wee eporadic. Bouth of Bt. Vith, after dr!%n’g_'_

the enemy beck to the edge of Winterspelt, Hoge's GCB, 9th

mored Divielon, had been ordered by Jones at 4 P, to 1




the weat side of the Our.1

wooded hills at Prumere
h Division Headquarters at the
of Ste Vith.. .8
ision's Combat Command B,
iched St. Vith and
Jones ordered
mmand, to attack
Schonberg 1z der f 0 2n escape corridor for the lsolated
regilments, I 2iternoon cameand still Clarke's armor had not
arrived. In the spzce of twent; hours Jones had seen hils
Division badly mauled. With two regiments surrounded, the
106th was no longer an effective fighting force, and now .Sts
Vith itself was in lumedlate danger of attack. At about 2330
P.M. Jones directed Clarke to t:ke charge of the defense of
St. Vithe A West Pointer, BSruce Clarke was one of the men Who

had spearheaded Lt. General George S. Patton's remarkable dash : i

>
across France in August, 1944,

—h”iarhbroﬂs‘hn_"?_th The 7th Armored Divislo
:. e lﬁtﬂd Eress), G-3 fBr ":t-1,
. a,—:s :mmai, rm




Cla }
rke'k first unlt to arrive was B Troops; &7th Cavalry

econnalissar 3
R 1Ce Squadron, 8l1x officers and 136 enlisted men

commanded. by Captain Robert g, Stewart. B Troop reached St.
Vith during the afternoon, ang Clarke hustled them dlsmounted
into position on the north sige of the engineers' roadblack.4
In the fading light of late afternoon asg enemy teanks
agaln approached the frail defense line, a roar from the west
ecame in on the chlll wing. Medium tanks of A Company, 3lst
Tank Battallion, Tth Armored Division, rumbled into St. Vith
where they were waved on to the eastern side of town. To re-
connolter for Positions, Lt. Dunn, commander of 1lst Platoen,
A Company, led the column in 2 radio car. About 1500 yards
from Ste. Vith, upon rounding a bend in the road, Dumn spotted
three German tanks and a company of infantry advancing toward

Ste Vithe Dunn turned his vehicle around, issued orders by,

radlo, climbed aboard the first tank, and led his p;gtqang!gtb:‘;“

the enemy. The Tight was brief and at.polnt-blank ranges,
Shﬂti"lrea _enemy tanks were .dqgtrayed’ and abeﬁt‘:sg Germ P
were killed or wounded. There were no American casual

A Company, 3lst Tank Battalion had been .




We Hapbrouck, arrived Vit 3
’ “t. Vith., Lacking sufricient strength

at thle time . . .
sbrouck postponed the Behon-

berg drive. Within an he would be dark, and 1t wWas Ape

P;‘.r‘r‘n‘], now the nlegs ¢ 80lid A«Tense weag '-_;-.-r'J'_j Tformed sast
portent road centers
the 5.8t Tank Bat-

tallon'e A Company was ordered to take its plece in the defense

line norir

yarde esst

there would be no escape corridor no the 7th Armored had

reachned Bt. Vith too lete undertake Jones' relief misslon.

During the night of Lecember 16th near Heerlen, Holland

and Ubach, Germeny, ae the 7th Armored prepsred to leave Ninth

Army for the First Army's VIII Corps sres, Major Donzld P.

Boyer, Jr., 8=3, 3Bth Armored Infantry Battalion, Tth i
Division, tried to guess the resson for nis unit's tri

mw orders had been laconic: Tth
tWo routes uﬁuz Corps, Fi




fior whioh hls Tth Armored was destis :
©d Was aestined. As T-4 Swanteck of

the l(th Tank Batts e R o
‘ talion expressed 1t: “There were all sorts

f rumors I'lyl Y oun .
ol 1 . IC “round. Nobody knew anything about the
L akthroush I the re: i Sk .

'€ L il g 4 _Lhe Treport got around that the outtit was

N8 golng to be sent home and then teo

At 4320 AM. over the West Route, with 87th Cavalry
Reconnalssance Squudron leading the way followed by CCEB,
CCA and Dlvislon Tralns (supply vehlcles), the Tth Armored
pegan its trek southward. Combat Command Reserve, followed

4

at & short interval by Division Artillery, departed at 8 A.M.

-

gver the East Route.
About an hour ahead of 389th Armored Infantry Battaliong
lead unit of CCR, lMajor Don Boyer end his jeep driver made
good time until at 12:30 F.M. they re ched the road junctiom
at Poteau where & sight they could not at firgt comprenenq,j
met their eyes. A constant stream of trafflc wes rolling
west: hardly a venicle moved toward the iront. nwﬁm
come a 24 ton truck with only & driver; next D““Wt
englpeer crane or an armored G&r; then several m

E”Eﬁil!h ) ' e




- e

wag noL. m tary:
1t 10h lllb r_r’l it Wag not a L-’I'e'L-ty Bl:—___nt. wa were

ng America 4 .
geelng American soldiers running eway." It was.then that
Boyer knew thet a serious en

mergency faced the American Army
10

in the 5t. Vith ares,

§ t) ti = .'_ Ill: t oy y P Bk ok 11 & "
: " 1© 1ltile town of Petit-Thier about a mile further

east, Boyer and his driver found that tr

aflflc had ground. to
a sténdstlll in & horrendous rosd Jams Vehleles streaming
to the rear on e road berely wide enough for two-way trafflc

hed attempted to pa

EI’:

8 each other in the spaces between the
tanks of 3lst Tank Battalion, lead element of CCB, moving

toward Ste. Vith where General Clarke was walting for them

to launch the attack on Schonberg.

Major Boyer, Corporzl Cox, the Jeep driver, and Lt. Col= .

onel Fuller, Commander of the 3%th Armored Infantry Battallion,

agsumed the task of clearing the way for the tanke by direct-

ing venlcles to the roadside. ©Slowly a path was opened and

the tanks began to roll, with halts every 50 or 100 feet. . .
Several times Boyer or Fuller waved the 30-ton lead &ﬂgiéﬂ!ﬂﬁ

?ghiglga aslde. Whan ~genlor o;fieera in cc

o pull out of lime ‘into &n ©

y Winioh w4l be: goved soord




Following clege CCR
i C8é on COR's heels b

pivielon Artillery led

¢k on the Eust Route,

Oy Hezdguarters Company approesched
Mélmedy where twe n :
ia dy vwhere two mileg north of town they were confronteéd

- Fs l.‘| & ,';' T wiH A
L e ‘ -En Whlch proeleimed in red letters: “This road

inder enemy fire," W s 1
y i Sk A the column crept into Malmedy where to

thelr astonlsliment the mar i P
) ¢ the én ol the Tth Armored found a scense

of Trenzled ponle. Trucks crammed with American Boldlers

in all states of dresa, clviliane in o tured German cars, !
and frigntened foot soldlers, bereheaded &nd clitching per-
sonal belougings, were fleeing to the west in the direction
of Stavelot. Many of the vehlcles were coming from secondary
g roads, edast, southeast, and south of hulmudy.ll

Rughing along in columnas on both aides of the road, troops

0 r_ of a replacement depot tried to hitch rides on westward-bound "™

vehnicles. A truck carrylng nursés from & nearby fleld hos=

pital eareened through the town. There, leaning from windows,
eivilian wemen wrung thelr hands while thelr townsmen of com-
bat age were hurriedly leeving, hoplng to dvoid the approach=
ing German .Psnsera.la
m Aotion Report: Headquarters Tth
lll'y& 16~2% December, 1944 (N.A.R.

tlon which will be no*bed 8hio]
i ‘to ldentify m




of 8Ly Vikh I

the Al Lernoo () L L A | i i ikiroel aff'ieosr of

the (Lh Arm Y i | fde hy wenior aflflosi'e llllll}‘iﬂ‘

yambilenoe of Lrarrie ﬂl‘d.r “

'ram Lhe Mo 'O rentoid TR

WHE nevesun ( |9 ni er of 00N, Tuh Armored Division

duneral IWuoe

Lo Leke personal ohaprge L Lhe orosaroads,

Olurke assuned the AdAutles of a wrallfleo sops

FAnaldy, in the esthering darkness, the nud-spattorsd,

overhsated tanks of Colonel Reobert Erlenbuseh's )h{”@

I TeReAron and Eva :nmzn "“':* 02‘ TN .
M Lhe enemy ou e ' ry B W
tillery Obmervatlon htuu _hiad
b the Armored Di




taken one company




Hul .
Ldup of the Defensive Cordon

Lt solone (! f [
B dlonel W1lliam fle Gs Fuller and hajor Boyer re-
po"{ ted to Lthe i‘\ll.a

G€hoolhouse in 8t. Vith at 4:30. Head-

auarters for ¥ ” . I

qu iR T lUOLh, Bt, Jvogseph Klosters had also pcecome the 1' |
il B

J for Clerke's CCB. Wamtl 1
CF 10 B CCBe Wamting not & momept, General Clarke ft
. n " 4 !
erdered: Loyer, go and get u/ (Captein Dud ley J. Eritton's !

ermored lnfentry company) which you'll find on the wain street.
Have them tuke up pomitions here." On a map, Clarke pointed
out the locutlion, covering the southesstern approach to Bt
Vlth.l When Boyer wceked who would be on the left and right,
he received the only answer poseible at the moment: "We don't

know about. the right; CCE, Jth Armored ieg down there somevheére;

on the left, some engineers of & corpe battallion; further to
the left, & recon troop of the B7th."* S
Boyer relayed the commend to Britton who led his men out

to the woods, where the troops dug in on the high gr,puqq\,w-

| m“m arrived = ususlly & am&%“ 1
m plecemesl to the Mfomi" cordo



The B1lst znd 168
mored Infantr

g the nigh
th Engineer forces were
as were 3/87, A/31 apd

U without mishap.

ched to 30th Ar=
B/23rd.

north of the Schonberg highway.

3/,,.; and B/E:’)I"d.
att
was placed in command of the ezstern defense aect.ur.s
A Company, 318t Tank 3=

Colonel Fuller

L rom
talion, s noted, was in m
By 11 P.K. the
the Nﬂt‘hﬂ ¢losed Into positlen nurthuesi




& sector held by the 38ty Armored Infantry's A Company.
General Clarke ha

d ordered the 87th (miﬂus Troop B) to form

i
x .,

& Boreen, Irom the Schonkerg road up to the Amblevee: RERE

Rt L2, Bushing out to include the willaged of MeLis e

Meyerode and Heuem..

Troops A and D moved east until they

encountered elem

ﬂ

1t8 of retreating American units. Finding

o Germens ln the village of Wallerode, Troops A and D fell bsck.

Troop Jolned Tro C whioh T i - =
A Troor UD‘QCd iroop U which had been sent north of St. Vith

.._.,_. .
T

to nlgh ground along the road extending east from Hunnange.
=] =1

blw At a2 roadblock on the Ambleve highway 87th tied in with A
o, Company, 38th Armored Infsntry.?
¥4 When at 4 P.M. Combat Command Reserve reached Recht,
Gaik about five miles northwest of 5t. Vith, information was re-

s ldl ceived that the enemy had occupied Ligneuville, less than

five miles to the north, about thirty mianutes after the_col-

» Ve
"‘ LS

umn had cleared it on the motor march. CCR set up its command

post. at Recht, and at 5 P.M. all infantry was detache@ fﬁo?"

the command. However, because Recht was an 1mportant ro&ﬁ

-U'ld

net, CCR elected to try to hold the Villase°J-1uh sk

that the enemy _
During the night a report came ol nﬂogy'nga

giﬂéehlpg Rech 1n force. CCR heaﬂquartera Wa s
teau

© 111 Corps asagg

three milaa t. the southwest. Cc

iﬁc uﬂn@rsl Hiuﬁl Lon Whops LnS



under CCR, moved Without infsntry support through. rein: and
mud to the t

hreat
eatened village., ¢ Company had barely reached

Recht when it wag 8ttacked by anp estimated company of infan-

Pnenil- thres sankor b anrkhie et heavy with pyrotech-

nics, the Germans used flareg to 8llhouette the American tenks

énd: blind the! gunners. The village was set ablaze and: G Com=

54 pany was forced to withdrayw to a line south of Recht where,

with Companies A ang B Cc:;any C set up an effective defense

el facing a2 railroad embankment and an underpess, through which
-

attacking enemy tanks would be forced to pasa.9

With CCR guarding the northwest flank of CCB, CCA, which

Sl &5
reached 1ts assembly area several miles southwest of S5t. Vith
briog
at 7 P.M., was designated as the Tth Armored Division Reserve,
SR s ¢

and wes instructed by General Hasbrouck to be rezdy to move on

thirty minutes notice.lo i T g

Witness to the traffic scramble on the highway as he ap=

proached St. Vith, Hasbrouck had been convinced th&tfng Q%ﬂ |
'Ol 8
h 2 stro
! i srviaws /
counterattack, at least for the present. At noon

brouck had reached Bastogne, VIII Corps h
EbESesas nade B3iziler. obs i Lion
i to General Middleton whose ins

popumntls of 0. Sungesasys

be unable to ﬁustar sufficient strength to launc




left VIII Corp p .
(8] lfukln; &ny definite information about the

pltuatlon that confronteq his alvisien
1]

but he sensed that

pomethlng wae Amlss;

on the trip I'rom Ninth Army he hsd seen
8N parachutes da
German parachutes dangling from trees in the Valmedy area.,

Hagbrouck set out fop St. Vith by way of Vielealm where the
thotical OP of the ! 7th Armered was established. On the stretch
of highway between Vielsalm and St. Vith, Hesbrouck was appalled
when he beheld the line of vehlcles moving west. Farticularly
galling to the General, a cool, courtly West Pointer and a

thorough professional Boldler, was the fact that some retreate

ing personnel, ineluding a lieutenant colonel, appeared to be
12

drunk.

!
About 4 o'clock upon reeaching the schoolhouse in Bt. Vith,

Where German tanks could be heard to the east, General Hesbrouck

found the etaff of the 106th Divislion almost "in & state of
Bk % T
shoek" eznd 1t was difficult for him to determine whﬁt wus hfgflﬂp
Py AR
1n5.13 Hasbrouck informed Jones that the Schonberg atd‘-:lk was
WEK 3

Hesbrouck, op. Git., 10, 11, 12; Marborou
?"%h Armored 51%913‘:1?’, {AuPu )y Lob. Jﬂu
isal of Hasbrouck waa based on interview
ShelTUl Avapbells /& not awile thet m
BA0N 4l Rocn glyen respoenslbildby. : : i
' ,4‘ notes ammun h




sl Lponed i | :
paRLypaned, and Y1, wun BEYesd Lhet the Tth Arniored” Pivisioh

would lumedinle Ly an

wiie Fepponsiug A%y ey the defenss of
[H'.. Vit 'y Uhe oy

i BT ') f.jl.

e el s “f r‘i_.'“‘,‘,.hl

NTarke were cont & ; A
(W W B | I.J||.|r,}|l',r' GEN Pethined goLtrol st ‘lf‘-rﬂ,h 1
O.LET 2] 1118 | i __;
unl I '8, Ori l_..r-lll-ia unfdery 106th visioan o omhand » i

I

general Jones retalnsad wommeand o Nesdagusrtsre and HeBAGUBPrLETS :i
i
L 5

1 | LUGER I L™ ?
QOmpray » | Ny IH yeALh IRt ntry and OCOH af 9th Aruorsd Idv_

'h 1n1un.m

1?: (EH*H'.-JHIUH:‘UHJ frem Lhe alflernoon ar 16 ]m,:,mht"‘ p”-'-.i'UH 'L];E—-
With that headquarters and esrders from the C.6, 106th DiVe
lelon ceaped on 10 Wageinber snd wll srtillsry support vas
gut orfr on 17 December., My opsrotion I'rom 1,(:&: 10Lh until
Lhe a\ull.l ‘:'H] | 1B Lok over on Lhe Lwn”im- of 22 iJli‘U'-‘lﬂlD.x’
were without direotions from higher headousrters. I 414

Ll gonfer sevepral times with Uepneral Clerke of 1UL, i Armersd,

< en my left, In order Lo coordinate our sotiofis."

14 Hasbrouok, op. git., %, 12, 1%) Report After Aotion ninsty A

Enewyt 100L0, ig%- glle) 2o UGenersl lesbrousk As em tt@i‘ o
about the command arrancement whioh he maintaing was APy 8
Bl through o verbal spreement with General Jones. D‘lg*&l '
the faot that the arrangement is eonfirmed by information
the 106th Livision After Aetion Meport, Coleonsl £u~ - An b
106th Divislon history makes no mentien of this bm'_ﬂ;_;_

- L he BLotes on pape Ll4 Lhet Hasbrousk
' “”’;%;%g:é Sibﬁﬁﬁ“fuéﬁ rtgnivoa 8 letter of instb 1

b, rties s, LTGRO

(T ccn'rnlponglbit na S
iri'ﬁ%ﬁuﬁzigh;e?a '*‘hglt.: the Tth
198 Belrg ”: @1: :”; N ove




Also under Tth Armored

Llvision control was the 275th

rmored Fleld Ardt ar P
Armored €L "t Ul,ry J-.\_:Lt',\'!].jlon' which would cﬂﬂﬂtltm the

sole artlllery suppert of the dlvision until about noon on

L8 8th when Tth Armore:
the 18th ! (th Armored orgenie artlllery arrived. An VIII

Corps outflt of 105 mm, howltzers, orlglnally in support of

the 1l4th Cavalry, the 275th refused to be drawn into the exit
rushe The Buttallion held its poaltion despite the fact that

s no friendly troops remained between 1t and the enemy. The

unlt had shlfted 1ts battertes to form roadblocks, and had
slted guns for direct fire. When General Clarke reached St.
Vith, the commander of the 275th, Colonel Koy Clay, volunteered
his unit's services, announcing that he was "tired of being

pushed around and would not retreat any further." The 275th

set up lisson and communlecatlon with CCB at St. Vith and sent

forward observers to the tank and infantry units in the wicin-

ity.ls O g
Throughout the cold, rainy night of December 17, despite

constant problng by German patrols, CCB continued to
its position east of St. Vith. The remalning %bm




On a special HiSSiOD in support of the 106+h Di?iBlOﬂ'B

Infzntry ab 4
SESGH-InTantry dbolt ten midssefulthovicents during that night

of December 17, a squad from C

'

(@]

ompany, 1685th Engineers was
posted by & Balley bridge over the Our River. Having wired
the brldge for demolition, the éngineers were waiting on the
west bank, ready to destroy the cridge 1f the Germans advanced
to the rlver. The Our flowed through a deep defile at thia
point, and the east bank was particularly steep, wooded &and

darke At intervals the steel bridge was bathed in eerie light

'_\,
(=

O

=]

ct
B
m
'_l'
(3]
(

a

archlight beams projected against the low=
hangling clouds by the ene:y.lT
Throughout the night men of the 424th Infantry streamed
down the east bank and across the priage. A few scldiera
walked alone; some came in pairs, others in groups: privnt@ﬁt

non-coms 2nd & few oificers. Some men were unarmed; a few

even lacked helmets. They had little to say exegpt'%




Armored alrecdy An

onltlon west of the river, with the BpOAT=
head of the enemy's gs Panzer

Divislons approachling Btavelot

1 a8 1o : L, i "
LD i | |iI, he DG Vith BROLor wap assuming the form of &

pallent. Lt was the only center of repletance in the 106th =
L&

20Lh Divielon

18 VIILI Corpet After y.uf’.]lm"l...'|'-.r.:'_lf,_‘_-!hjf.- 0it., 10; Directorate
\ 157

of Taotlou v .".|.'|‘;'-'-l_.1n||, L0+ B4its) T










Devcenber 18: mhe
©3% The Enemy Probes the Perinetas

D}r Uecamper l St h

A, the Americans were making troop dis-
pesitlions that would vitally influence the outcome of the

pattle of the Ardennes. Holes had been punched in the sectors

of the 10Cth and 23th Divisions, but the shoulders of the
penetratlon, at El ' Echterna were firmly held

by the Auericcns, and reinforcements were moving toward the
threatened area. At 2:15 A.M., December 18, the 10lst and

82nd Alrborne Divisions, in a rest area at Rhelims, France,

were released by Elsenhower to CGeneral Bradley's 12th Army
Groups The two divisions were immediately ordered to con=-
gentate near Bastogne, from which point, with its excellent
road net, they could move out as the situation required.

Also destined for Bastogne was Patton's 10th Armored D_i'\rgita}g;l--
Concentrating north of Luxembourg, 10th Armored woul‘ldlz 8:;‘;3.‘% .
in Bastogne by 4 P.XM .1 . ok '

In & morning conference between the acting pIaYI




A ruah ) " 2 g
woult \ 1 18 th ana WLl Rivialona down from the nerth

impede 6 08 Panser Ax &
tﬁ LIRS (2% | 151.’1.|‘N PIB) j.f‘HM.'

" # % 4 8

During the , :
| \ BlEht aLtagk in whilaohh the anemy had selned

Reoht, flve mllea northwest of Whe VILh, Hendquarters of the
Tth Armored Divislon's OOR in ite evacustion to Petite=Thies
found lteell enmenhed Ao th Lralfio snarl on the Vielaalm
rofid. Retreatlng elements of l4th Cavi L'y proved Lo be tle
partioular bindrances In faot, at that time, Lragnents of
bhe shattered l4th were soattered all over the u:u.ml.ryaldm.:'
At 2100 on the previous afterncon Celonel Devine had
ordered hle ocavalry baok te & lline aloug the Keahti-Potetus
Rodt road and the Group OGP had been set up at Fotesu by 4130,
With his executlve, two other stuff offloera and extra trocpers
in three jeeps led Ly an armored oar, Colonel Devine ntarted

'l
out for 8t. Vith in the evening to confer with General ionllg g

Devine tried repeatedly to enter St. Vith, but &t i




presence ol the enemy ang Lold he could not get through.
Giving up hls attempt to ges Jones, Devine ordered his little
gonvoy back to Poteau, Finding the Vielsalm highway jemmed,
ghe group turned north, intending to r ach Poteau by way of
BRARY., About Lhirty=fiy yarda apart ln the intense darkness,
all vehlcles using "o ta~eye" headlights, the convey had
reached & polnt about 2,000 yards due east of Kecht when sud=
denly they heard a sharp command: "Haltt"

The armored car stopped and the three )Jeeps closed in
behind. A Tlpgure paced slowly toward the armored care The
Group Executlve Offlcer, Lt. Colonel Dugan, drew his pistol,
turned sllightly and whispered, "I don't like this." The fig=
ure, recognlzable now as a German soldlier, marched forward,
halted, and for an electric moment, stared unbellevingly at
the U.S. circled star on the bow of the armored car. Slowly

'8, B
he started to baock away. :

Dugan's pistol barked, und elther the enenmy fired &

flare or one of the jeeps turned its headlights o

Ilﬂﬁﬁ suddenly the scene was alight. Hnlr-tria!i
seurrylng eround them could be se .

“eneny veliLole opened f




P r1ed hant
Qlf Ints Poteny 0

ambush

on nie return to the

gommand poat at 11130
’

-
v O lone Do

Vine, badly shaken, turned

pver comméand of +th L4t 1

4 .-o
' ® o Lonel D 16Ty COM=

nandin 11 l1lCe) o' the '
I ! L1 1 4 VE ll":.’ -IJ"” fI] D0 s IIJ-'.‘.!II'H'I i;:l'.n
went to bed, and at 2300 » H
i Mwlley DOComboer LH, hée wag evi cuated fias
N OUEZLl MBALCA) CHAUNNG LA il = I
4 n 1O0=8tt1le LA LLYs | .
o
Under orders fram ViIL O £t 4 1 |
| v Ll Orne t ¢ 90 that [Lf_;"r'i,f'uor;, the 14
vttered 141tt1 UtW O g 11
bot L4th Cavalry Toup, which had lost 28% of 1ts q.:
personnel and 35% of its rehilcles, wos relleved of attachment 11
1: H
to 100th Division and agsirned to Tth Armored., At Vieledlm lFi
|59 i
- L EEN e " I
where it was sent to reorganlze, the l4th Cavalry becéme, o=
cording to General Hashrouck's order, the Provisional Cavalry
Mk 6
Reconnalesance Squadron,-
WS

L L ] *

A trooper of the l4th Cavalry, Sergeant John Meyers, on

the mornlng of the 18th volunteered to lead a five-man patrol

from Poteau toward Recht. About 400 yards north of Pot.es.u..

the patrol sighted e group of soldlers gathered around l.n An;g;
a4 ’

lcan N~ eessult gun, sbandoned by the loth Squadron in : Bt
+ 4
51.14 150 yarde anead. Deploying his men to cover him, ¥

S aGE | od tLhe @

5 acrose the open 5?‘{““‘,?"_’";‘7"‘_‘. the M-8,

‘4]. el Ve

'TJ"'wrm
vaTSR




BRSPS Gho, moldiers. 1 they were American. "You," came the
reply, "we. are E U"'Hllsuny."?

the soldlers wore American overcouts, helmets and web
squipment, but Me JOra vas susp lelouat a cave llrymen belongs to
& "Troop” and Meyers doubted that any Triendly "company" was
in the area, Cautious LYy with hie rifle ready, lMeyers crept
80 Within twenty yards of the M-8, Suddenly he reallzed that
the soldlers carried German weapone. Keeping the enemy cover-
ed, he slowly backed away, The enemy group dropped to the
ground and started to fire. Meyers returned fire as he too
dropped to the ground. Under the covering fire of his patrol,
he then crawled to safetys. Cannlster rounds from an Amerlcan
llght tank nearby burst among the enemy, none of whom escaped.

Ihls wae one o1 several encounters in the vielnity of St

|.&

Vith with enemy troops disgulsed as Americans. Reports of

such incldents caused apprehenslon among the troops, because

& soldler was not always sure that he could distingulah tri!ﬁ&-

from foe. That same mornlng as 1t was leaving St. Viﬁh@jﬂ
ier a8 :

Eam&nt from 1064n Division Headquartors was halted by i
;'4 1

1ce in J\mtrionn uniforme. But the pal&.uo

s | nnkig O4id

)t whom :‘J.r-& a rocket thl-t
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i "Bt \ "
geny # Upe Lon Ore) WhH having a medsure of nu”uq'..a
m " ®

“ " " “

) Lhdi gald n £
I ] l » |]|-LJ I|I"I'_," L@ |,||.IJ'I] ol Lilﬂ uff‘ililll\"l Lh.

eneny inoreused the nomentum of his

Vith mallent, paYtioul

BLbaok apalnet the 0Ot.

‘LY Ain the seeter sf 0On Tab. dnudi i
" frobing Lor a wsolt Bpot in Lhe Line, he Jabbed the pearlneter
repeatedly, striking i rom the northe b, vast, north, southe
enst and south, Lovoing COR 4o abandon lte plan for an attaok
b Loward ‘--’”'""'l'lll',ll.I,

AL O AJle in @

F lunge from, Lhe nerth, the enemy melzed
v the oromsronds villege of Hunnenges. To meet this threat, COB
b oounter-atiscked with three medium tenk companies, and one

tank destroyer company, A/811, borrowed from CCB, 9th Armored.

After loslng seven teanks, an srmored car and over 100 men, the

enemy wue driven buek luto the woods 2000yards northeast of

Hunnange ..10 R .5

Having teken purt in the counter-attack agelnst Hunnenge,
C Company, 2lst Tank Battalion, positioned eariller
Vith as o moblile remerve, was wsoon called upen b
thrust. = four tapks, elght aruored cars and 4n e
Aon of Anfuntry with direst Lenk fire snd



38th Armored Infantry on the hignh ground east of St. Vithe
e SanarL A BMnaagoy Small arms fire had broken out at 8 A«
All along B Company's rront the enemy foottroops advenced with
elose dlrect.fire supporg from two tenks and an assault gune
The ta&nks created a hellish din by firing into the trees, de-
capitating treetops ang branches which fell among the B Com=
pesysfoxholes..: Within:ten minutes, heavy fire from tanks and

numerous Panzerfausts had destroyed a light machine gun and

wiped out & rifle squed. The center platoon of B Company. fell

back 300 yards, but T/Sgt. J. Ps Revels rallied the men and
leunched an immediete counter—attack.ll

By 8345 the impetus of the enemy attack was shifting to
B Company's right platoon, commanded by lst Lieutenant: J.: Heuas
flggins and against Lisutenant We L. Hoilana's B Company, 168th.

Engineers. Here tne enemy empioyed & reinforced infantry com—-

bany, about 150-200 men equipped with an unusually high m
By 9:20 this attack had been ibes

tion of sutomatic weapons.
‘back, and the enemy witharew, leaving behind the b
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B/38. By 6 P.M. C/31at,

and shunted up

the fire brigede, had been wlthdrawn

to the northwest 14

aector.

Whille B/38 an : y
'3 nd the énglneers had been repelling a series

of attacks, north of the Schonberg road A/38 and B/87 nhad been

having a relatively quiet time - except for an inecident in

which the brave orew of &n armored car from B/87th dlsabled a

60-ton Tlger tanke. The M-8 armored car lay in wait in a cone
cealed posltlon near the boundary between A/38th and B/87th
when the huge Tiger lumbered up toward the defense line, then
moved north along & trail in front of the lines.  The M-8 slipped
from 1ite pesitlon and started up the trall behind the Tilger.

At the esame moment the German tank commander saw the car and
began traversing hie gun to the rear. The M-8 accelerated to
close in so that i1ts 37 mm. gun would be effective against the
Tiger's thin rear ermor. Closlng to twenty-five yards, the
1ittle "runabout" guieckly fired three rounds. There was & muf-

fled exploslon ilnside the Tiger. Then flemes billowed from the

turret and englne ports ~l5

In the northeast near Wallerode, where enemy fire had be




370 C COHI r TEN: A
433 Pany wag wltuuruwn Lo a reserve poslition west of St.
Vith to refuel ang reaupply.lﬁ

Early ln the afternoon t

he 3lst Tank Battallion had learned
that, 1ts service company (Irain) and that of the 23rd Armered
Infantry battallon had been attacked by strong enemy. patrols e
pushlng west from Poteay along the Vlelsalm=8t. Vith highway.
An VIII Corps unit caught in this sepe atteck, the 740th Fleld
Artlllery Battalion abandoned elght 8" howltzers along the road. I
The Battallon's service Companles, using cooks, clerks, a few E!;
nis

infantrymen, and threce newly-repaired ta

nks manned by mechanilcs,

were able to disengage and get into position during the night f?
!

at Krombach where they set up & service park for the Tth Armored.?

The enemy force, a flank thrust. of 1l S5 Panzer, that had
pushed CCR's 17th Tank Battalion out of Recht during the night,
had now selzed Poteau, cutting the vital Vielsalm=St. Vith high-

way, separatlng the combat forces of CCB from thelr service

unltse

More ominous, the reasr of the entlire St. Vith sallent

was now threatened.;a Lon Vaey

. After a personal reconnalesance, Colonel Erlenbuseh. ...
A . "

ol

ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂd-hlﬁ-p Company 1q.defenaive positions as

1 road nmorthvest of Rodt to counter this threst. G

4



ehos to move n
e "PER viAhSkiowien, dontack ke SEhi Foteau.

gcognlizing the ig e
E C = ”l?OI‘umnce Of the Crossroads, the G'emana had.

entrenched tanks a 0 ¥
nd infantry on the high ground covering a

1arge expanse of -open terrain north and east of the village.l9
Spearheading the attaek from the southeast at 1:20 P.M.
C Company, 40th Tank Battalion, CCA was repulsed wWhen the
tank-infantry teams were unable to cross the 700 yards of open
terrain swept by machine gun, mortar, tank and anti-tank fife.
Later 1n the afternoon, CCA received én order from Hasbrouck:
"Imperative you seize FPoteau this P.M. and hold 1g4"
4t dusk Colonel Brown, CO 40th Tank Battazlion, sent G
Company's lead platoon under Lieutenant Reeves into Poteau
without infantry support. After dark the 48th Armored Infan-

try Battalion fought its way into Poteau. In a furious battle

lighted by the glare of three burning enemy tanks, the Amerdi=

cans flushed the well-trained, superbly equipped 5SS troopers

'Whﬁ enw r_m For the ﬁm:m ‘

iiﬂ"E* Laton, Tor M
.cqrdla& Lo bhl o,




grensdlexr JZVldLnn
wil.l: About m dozen tanks again probed north

from Winterapelt :
» Lhen atormed down upon the Our valley village

SRR NLRAtRUOk Yhere 3 Company, 9th Armored Englneeras, had
blown the brldges. With nia flanke wlde open, General Hoge again
withdrew, now to a rildee Weot and north of Stelnebruck with his
FABRY, A4dnk unlt, A Company, 27th Armored Infantry, posltloned
pear Maapelt where in the afterncon patyrols reguined contuct
with 424th Infantry, The nerth flank unit on Hope's tenuous
aro tled ln with Britton's B Company, 23rd Armored Infantry,
defending the southenst. During the afterncon B Conpany re=
pelled &n enemy attack with the ald of tanke from CUB, 9th
Armorud.

Withlin the sallent, whlch now curved twenty-five miles
from Vielsalm easgt to 8t. Vith, then a@outh to Maspelt, the o
bulldup of the defense contlnued through the day and ilnto the

nlght of December 1l8-19. Frotecting the north flank, Reserve

Command hed taken over traffle control on the Vllllﬂlm;il&*’b.‘:

Thier-Poteuu highway where CCR was busy retrieving &

e

gﬂ‘:‘ this time alsmunﬁs of four tirn
ﬂﬁ- Vith l.ru. no:-t.n 13




equipment, while pay N

'INiNg contaot with O0A. By 7 Pils Wheb

Troops A and C, 9Tth ©

ava iy I
]r.' y Arrived Lo Y inforoe B Of.lll'l'tﬂr'ly,
31lat Tank Batta) :
. illon, a Btrong Aef neilve positlion hud Besen en-
abllehed xte . :
v ied, extendin stet from Hunnange, then south te link
]_[P with A r‘:t'ul]]l"“-\v 38¢h Awn ;
Wb 't Armored Infantry, about 1000 yards il

1

northeaast of B+t. Vith,

Mring the night B Company, 55rd Are ﬁéj
mored LEnglneers, whieh hag been busy prepering a secondary de-
fenslve line, west of Bt, v lth, was moved to the right flhnk ;
of the northern sector at the Junetlon with %8th te lend sup=

24 7
port to B/%1let .

The Tth Armored Divielon's organloc ar Llllgly hed teken up

positions unlt by unlt throughout the day. The 440th Armored
Fleld Artillery Battallon had gone into place in suppert of
CCR ecet of V1lle-Du-Bols and Petit Thiler at 2 AJi.; the 43%4th,

in general support, reuached its poeltlon between Ville=Du-Bols

and Petlt Thler at 7 A.M., and by noon the 489th, which soon

was busy helping the service companles to extricate themselves,

was in place in the same general area. Already in position, of
~ course, was the Corps unit, the 275th, that had vol '
g Wi and lending fire lupport to Hoge's CCB




ated a I AP
ore serlous ty alffio Problem, To protect the Bupply de=

AL QAL loolk
pota, ne n roadblookas vere emtablished at oritical points in

e lA Roohe-Sumre N ¥
b THe8 Aren.  Moments afyer golng into positien
" "

the orew of one rosdbloek Bouth of La Roohe was attacked by a
German motorlzed patrel that had flde=slipped south of 8t. Vith.

- fax M " '‘QO I Ty .
The Gorimen QI'Ve IrélLreatsd Wl'ter ]uulny I mOLOPUleu, four @ole-

dlers kllled and others Wounded ,*"

R, Lhe &llen sea eust of the 8t. Vith 'peninsulsc"d ke
42end and 42Jrd Keglments had been ordered to attack toward
gohonberg, near whleh fGmmunltion, food and water would be alr
dropped, &acoording to the radilo mespope sent by General Jones
at 2i15 AJi. That morning, after galning Sohounberg, the reglis
ments were then to attack in the directlon of St. VitheWallevecde
te rejoin friendly forces. During the morning in rain snd, .

heavy fog, unite began moving out of thelr Elfel fastness pres

paratory to their Schonberg attack the next day. At 9 B.e
" " ! ou | ¢

Division agaln radloed the 42Zrd: "Supplies for yo m

H.bqadnmpa. at bend in rosd one half ms.:l.p mu‘,ﬂ




Decemper 19: The Fourth Day

The night o s S - ;
T DAEHE R IoGtntes A0l et il of constent probing

RISROIHAL patrols’ in“the 86%. Vabn area. To the north the con-
tinued movement of enemy vehicles, including tanks, could be
heard, and for the first time, enemy artillery, firing battery
gonceniratlions, began harassing St. vitn'tna’ teatebals s

There was other vehicular movement in eastern Belgium on
thils bltter cold night that would declslvely affect the outcome
of the Battle of the Bulge. The U.S. 30th Division from 9th
Army had deployed south of Spa to reinforce the line along the
Ambleve Klver from Malmedy to Stavelot where approximately forty
tanks of Peiper's Kampfgruppe had crossed the Ambleve. During
the evenling of the 10th, the 70th Division recapturfdiﬁfaggghﬁg;;'
trepping the 1 358 vangpgfgg_r o

cutting Pelper's supply llne,
By 10 __P.n,ﬁ :

narrow eonflnes of the Ambleve valley.

‘%‘mgegloying at Werbomont, placing anothar gbg
ﬂ t&n aa. In ma advanca. Pe!.fn' -




fflcient r X
suff Liareint Orcements 1o relieve Felper or 4o malotaln the

momentum of the atys ek, ne

u
south of Peiper dnother Sselge wag in the making: by mide

night forwerd elements of Penzer
= 8 v

Lehr Division, which had raced

e

WEIRLER. 2 :£aD1ng hole. tny Hha was . sbisl o is]
in the U.s. =0th Divigion sector, had

captured largeret, three pi it e
s three mijesg east of the importent rdad cen—

= f _:f_.'—_‘. ofn tesdw.  + o o
i Ixiytastogne., ®ady. to forestall this new threat, hiowever,

~t

= - - =y e =t Y- 1 A 3
was the CCB of Patton'p 10th Armored, which reached Bastogne by

and i mnediatelwr 4 : L o
du.Sk and lMinedls (= l". e (V] 11 35]" forces on tl]e I‘O:':Z.d Bpproachea
east of the city from which VIIT Corps Headgquarters was moving
= o Pl o . - ~
to Neufchateaus During the night of the 18th, the 10lst Afr-
borne got In, and soon after dawn one of its reziments Joined

battle with Panzer Lehr.J

¥ #* ¥
el

In Major Don Boyer's sector in the Frumerberg woods one

mile east of St. Vith, the night had been one of constant patre;_ e

yax Aﬁd &n

the north came the roar of
activity by both sides, and from the thed .&ﬁ

vehlcles including tanks. There were intervaéf
’ RS

;ar. and while the men of léBth.Ena;neiig ::%

-a, ths Bhﬁrp commands of German officers

WPk anf e Roginusers A&I¢ 3!
Miednere in the forests. S




Bim hands Lo his Mauth and | i
%] |a.rr|,' 3] ’.'«r'mb K
y iyl et Us o .
of Bitohenl" 1hen e

L U'r‘i.t' v i
| ' NeRIEYy yelled, "You Ys11 Yem, Hurr-y'."z’
AL daybrenk , Y 1t Y
' VRE made & guisk Burvey of the 1ins,
ml_,h] Inil“ Wikl (AT |p,,|,'] $ 4 |
L EITLE

T IN{UT°F,

’-"u:.g-f'r.“! on Lhe 'l"1i',-’||'-' :'
then oonblouln 1I0LH A Lhis i
vonennery rosd, snd the funsvioh
fmf,'n'i LBy -I‘,'; 8 1l 'I.'/ [ 8 o .
AYer r'ound Lleutenant Hel l6nd' g Gampsny
1“ J‘lf I %71 i i1
] |15 ] d i [} 4! ’
' ! an Helland's 18Tt , Gompuny of the
SNth WABR liokin } Wi y
I 1 ‘]-I- WL nd g I'.'.[ r.f:" BAVHL S 'l ;.1-1“[ "1r 1J}la a“y
1'e o L ! ]
bl . hel LY AP belveen Llsutensnt Jemiel's 1at Plotoon
on ’}Ir | s L1out At f““ ,-r.-.r:;.,,];”l|"_If.: :':H] }’]h’,ﬂ!‘.‘l”, Hh1f:h .‘
negd sulfered he VY Losses nnd had

heen danpgerously veakensd when
1L mechlne pun Rguiad had retreated vithout permisslion. Doyer

§
eombined the 2nd with Higgine' “rd Platoon and Hleplne was given
gonmmend of o '.:n.'u;rf'lny, WIiione -‘:ruumliu‘]hl‘p Ch[_;hhirl We W, Q‘.‘l’".n.p m

gone forvward, toumy gun in hend, to meet & German siLtaok the

previous morning. He had not ruturnhdag o

Wnile the lines were belng readjusted, Mujor Boyer 1.& un
efficers patrel of Lieutenants Higgine, Helland, and GM?{’-_f
Klttox. €0, Headquarters Compuny, 3Pth, te rooofmdﬂw
% the furious fighting on the 18th. In the dom

ATV ARA  RERiRer, neRe g

S oo 1 o K318 0




{dentified
T_J.njj_ﬁr I';i'i"; :..f'
"G"D" orn the

shouler straps

on VAr ious Corpses = i U I el "
olkg; Secier Divislon was identl-

4

fied. 580 t00 wze the 7r nzez : £ 2.5
e i Ol £ Zanzer Division

when ancliuer etraps and 2 book : wrecked tanks were
examined,

At 8:30 A.M. Colonel Fuller directed Boyer to Lak; command
of B/38 and B/87 Lo readjuet the line. Boyer set up his .
commend poet about fifty yards behind Van Fradenburg's 2nde3rd
Flatoon for 1t was against this portiom of the line that yester-
day's attacks had been directed. Holland's Provieimm

Company had been redesiscnated as B/165th when Captaind

A Company of the 165th entered the line on the right bet
| and Britton's B/23rd. The officers’ mine,

pmwmmmﬁr




svaocuated, wo when most of

t'lvu.' e ] .
: _ Jerman eorpses had been removed,
Helland moved hig llne forwar

'8Fd to new positions., During the

afternocon, Holl: nd nlaan
PARA hlmgelf ana his Company under the
gunAnd of Bover., wha wew
c N » WDO now had a ¢ sk force of four comna aian
tota 1 1ug approx) itely 4en s
W T\ |1|_|.\’ 580 in the 1ins with a reasrye
£ (0 dlivided betweq : S E
s Sl datoon of the 423rd Infantry and H&s 3
Company , lat Englineera . : p

£8, whloch had ¢ anned & g&p in the 168th ;
lines but was now relileved, In the morning, C Company, 23rd ' )
ed niantry ] l : i | -
Armored lInluntry Battalion haa veen detached from the 38th and 11
A A +h o . ] e {
shifted to the north flank to asslst 3lst Tank '-Jutt,:_\llon.s

| m) 4 ol o i b ai s :
AN8 Aey 8 only major assault in the eastern sector was

el gl oL Rt 4
almbd at L& <oI'0. dur I.”t'.‘ Lnlt.} “'ftUI'lioon' \'\‘116]1 m‘lttonla 1ln0 was

5 hit by an estlmated company of infantry with a Mark V Panther

i tenk and two assault guns. A 90 mm. tank destroyer sectlon .
b from A Company, 8l4th Tank Destroyer Battalion had been attached
b

to the 2Jrd durilng the morning, and the 90's soon knaokid pqgl

the Panther and one asssult gune With thelr direet rg::dgw
removed, the enemy infantry were unable to advanoto'
heavy, rifle and machine gun fire placed upon them b

Va4 s OX
held its flre u\nt.il the Gorm.n,l tg_,cg’ '

'% %ﬂ AQen. evarsd, AP, "“&“ﬂ




oivine hebvy gy
reool | B8VY ard, 11 Loty five < a Kitohen unit vos set upg vo
BT y ¥ v

feud men piven Lempora . A
v/ Telief from the 1 nting. lLate in

!,vh"" [,F.,l.l.‘]!;f.r‘. menibers 31 a ;:”;:fr: ¢
"Weny ]"r‘—?-h, ot their first

HOt MBLL = B8DLgHeLLL o Blnas & :
He8 the morning ‘of the 16¢H. AL Gusk,

ug they 1 I 8low] i 2
J Up the hil1 Le 1 Jjoin the line, & sLrange

;’l,ll)i, FALLEY 1A . :
i wanueniy vhe silencs vwas bYroken oy

» eorie wvaj f BOY et a " a
vhe WAng meemies ," ihe enyinsers sordmbled

into Ll et Lined the voud s thne veelkets criashed inte

the trees Wiy overhisnd, One ngineer pressed his face

into the eorin st the foot of & tree bnd wnited ss the Nebele
werier I'lre esplintered brunshes boove. After seversl minutes,
the barrapge lifted, 1The engineer relsed his head and beheld
& fresh goeh in the tree trunk neot & foot from his Teace, He "
was unscratehed but nesrby he heard someone cry, "Medich Medlelt"
Those whno could continued up the hille. ”
Throughout the day troeops meanning the eastern sector could Pt
hear heavy fighting taking plece in the north., There W

tMo enemy etthcks during the night to seize Hunnangs but

had been ropulsed by tonks of Jlet Tank Battalion and

l




to the heavy artillere -
SR Tire. Jada down by 434th Armored Field

tillery
AT N osition near

Erombache.  The 275th

*ttalion which had- been threatened
EinﬁerhﬁuseD. Another P 1 Y

¥y artillery fire J2

au the Tth Armored
pivision
Precarious 100t£01&, Tut
of fire on

and the

ey S

Infantry launched a.co: g to clear

RS O 9RGE S of woods east and th of Potsau. After

five hours of Armored Infantry
teking heavy casualties, CCA was able to relieve the pressupe
on the crossroadse. Having extended its position laterally.in
the day's fighting, CCA was abls to make contact by patrols
with CCR on the left and CCB on the right about 7 P.M.
Throughout the day. the nonthern sector. recelived,

ing volume of enemy artillery fire including Nebelwerte

~ trations. Frotecting the northern flank, GCR contl

tain its position astride the rosd betwsen V. |

Ak

1#_.ﬁﬁgﬂ:;jrzlﬁy.qq&-_i;ﬂuﬁgﬂ ;ﬁ5”'7ﬁ




of Recht, the 17th Tank Battallion was turned over to COB
.y »

14

a Are MAD L
reducling CCR'8s streng
£th to a 8lngle composite battalions

CCB had als o8
c O gélned added rtlllery support when 434th

Armored f'leld hrti'lcry Battallion moved into positions near
Krombach where 1t was relnforced by the H€5th Field Artillery
pattalion (155 mm. Howitzers) which hed volunteered its support
witen 1t had been found wandering on a road in the rears THese
two unlts plus the 275th now supplied CCB'e artillery fire,
and General Clarke later remarked, "We were then in pretty good
ghape." DBut due to continued bad weather aerial observition
was stlill lroklng.lS

However, General Clarke had moved his CCE headquarters
to Krombach, and Jones had moved his CP to Vielsalm where by
9 AJl. Genersal Hasbrouck a4s a precsutionary measure had drawn
up & detalled plan of withdrawal for hils combat commnands in

cese the enemy seemed likely to cut off the 8t. Vith gallents

Having lost contact with VIII Corps, which was in snu-mu-fu

%1'0'- knowledge
th aree where enemy forces were Jﬂfﬂ“ﬂ%ﬁ ng

*al 1 point in the defense mu

e

A

e e R




A i W » & il &
b nke nad trud e moving Lhroy I
i

Binaflelq during the night of

L i‘.‘t,J 0 01‘ [

thf‘ 18] tH hel ded 11 ¢
v . 1 Tl aj
. l L1 Lrnlav;ur_ua ana Buntogn0.16

ral't 101 "Ly | |
{ ! ]. "'”""f !‘1[1. Lo HH:\'nqwu]n,l

) Yo%) | : L on the ]r|01‘1]’|_nE' of
1€ A1 WaE Lhe 1 n !

: LY iy |
: WL the enemy was threatening the k
area behlnd Lhe ”I'”l QA n Y ‘1 : l.
oy i the 1l8th there had been a
HI‘ |_I"|lii n at lelilsh |I'I']. e 1, . ) ‘ . I
- (el G, G & '!']:.I' on t‘n!li'd dc’_l}t a ]l
'll Nt B ] Qomp 8] 'hi\ i
: A *A J 01 d inte reepted o German ine=
EY arae | | 1 i I
fantr; ) dadulting Gouvy where 20,000 Amerilcen rations ‘
g Boéhn Gtore \ A A . - .
had boeen Lo wvanoling with blazing 7's and muchine guna, |
o J Ny » ale1iL, 1 1 L x .
¥ Sompany routed the enemy attack, forolng the Germans to flee

BOHLII\\' ]\i r . [- _]_\.’- --{_l [.O‘l' ttlu Ll..-l“- l,‘()ltlt}.l?

At thls worrlsome juncture durlng the morning, into the

Tth Armored Headquarters ocame Colonel

Ge Me Nelson, commander

.'E'_r
of the 112th Reglment, whioh was completely cut off from its

parent 20th Division. Nelson reported that his regiment had

SERIST S B L.
been drliven buack from Welswampach early in the morning ml
oy § "L -
now taken a defensive positlon near Holdingen. The Eg

. i

ﬂ& know the whereabouts of the remalnder of ﬁn&&t&
M“ in faot, he had not known the looauon E

“"@nﬁi a nn Armored Division pm'
& She ?*kt
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At 4 P.M. Nelsoep'
n's
112th wasg Placed under command of the

106th Division, T ol
The 112tn Was moved northeast 4o llnk ‘up during

the nlght with the 4a4¢y Infantry near Burg-Reuland s that

the two reglments held the shoulder of the breakthrough south

of the 5t. Vith sector. 1In a message to 106th during the after-
noon, 424th reported that 1ts three battsalions remeined in pos=

ition Just west of the oup wheresa of 3 P.ll. there was ne direct

contact WJ..'t'L‘L Jf;i'le Br‘larﬂy, .‘_.‘.ltl]_ou&l-l the I"B.F_',.'I.Eﬂent; was rEGBlving

enemy &artillery fire.l9

Just north of the 424th, CCB 9th Armored wes opposed by

at least two battallions of infantry plus about five to ten
tanks in the vicinity of Stelnebruck. Bhortly after noon CCB
hed quickly broken up an attack by kuocking out three enemy
tanks. Later, small enemy groups became active in the rear

i

20
and within Hoge's lines.
There had been numerous probing attacks along Hngﬁ'lliﬂﬁiti

front during the 18th and into the 15th, but all attacks were

 successfully repelled. However, Hoge's deployment was frai
_ With hegerd. Benind CCB's position, the rallroad track &




VILM ituelf y Yhio

10489 Garnstant Liagk,
Bnd BCOYrauLn Lo p N
Sl | AENt be logd p N
ey BNy TLime . AILSY
inforuning Gene; L. Clerka . Wi
L 4 & ser 1 &
EXe6d 1o the plen, ops pulled '
his entire line beck gev. y
i fiiind 5 Ad  Ea T ¥
HTed yerde as dorkness felld
n the Jlzth (1@
ari . ! LI % ‘-r.]_. (VEX At ¢ 4 41 1
b BROML L AVE miles OVer
IIJ ¥ .")- a4 1 rJI "l‘r i 2
i capnt Lflenk o1 CCB TLh J‘xI.’;J“:G-(‘
4.1 L L4 Ll [ P
0 N 4 Bt Yiudyr & / . TS %
’ 110 eommunications with
4 &
Ll ¥ 4 f | —y " 4 ’
¥ ) WOORLL norning there would be no
word J 4
W ord L / LVi6d 1 Lnelr Leempt Lo Launch
en o eidfo s ‘ E e 1 L0000 Americens nad lsia
ac ' B o % 4 1 1 [ !
AU ’ » OF Were about te, Oy DAnRlGll On DeCemDer {
l9ths MoLer AL was lesrned that two air dpo B ned peen made
£t not withlir @00 of 1 4 -y
out Aol LWillil Fe0.CH OL Lne Lrapped regsiments.
: The German lorces in the Bchonberg sreés could now direct 1
thelr full strength to the coapture of Bte Vithe. As eerly as 5!
§ §
9 Ade tventy=Live to fility horee~drewn enemy artillery pieces 2
i’
: hed been eignted moving north from Winterspelt, end in the oold !
a i L ‘i:
night enemy srtillery end morter fire fell in grest smounts on !

B, Vithe Agein in this night much vehlculer movement could ..«

be heard to the enet. On the northern flank there Were oon=. . 1

tinuous patrel clishes, end in one & German: combatipatseliefis
roughly thirty-five men pounced on Lhe resr CF of m.m- -__w. ; ’

Bettelion, Tne enemy Wes dlspersed efter & viclous hand=t

L

Mqﬁ SO Ll vl L 2Bk 455?2‘




The 11
8 'Ltk Ryl Deoember e

By Deasimnbhey cU%H, th Ualle AVIII Alrbhorne Gorps, Lnoluding .
sOth lonlantry, Third Armored, and B2na Mrborne Divislens, was 5
deployed o e L1 L Line U=V ie lonln=Houtral L2726 At 55350 !
gnrthe Lytvh th ritlah 2 Corps hid been ordersd ko tais o i
posltions went o. tLhe Lvaer ouse, On the 20tk Genspal Pattons
gemmander ol Lhe e Thi 'my, issued directive for un
attaci or L rom th MXemMbourr=Arlon arst .I_ ¥
ki - LB e Vith, the eneny vas preparing to r |
bite oll Lhe mulient that wap sticking inte the Germean throst 'in !
LH
like & thumbe On the evening oi the 1Tth, Field Marshall Mode l, I i]i :
gommander of Army Group B, and Sth Panzer Army's connander Gens I'
. eral Menteulfel had met nenr the headguarters of lith Volkps
ROR grenhﬂlm- Division a4t Sononnere. Bocauge of the congestion
b

on the rosds east of Bohonberg, 1t was essler to wulk so Modeld

In their conversstion, the

end Manteuffel had been on lLoot.

gommenders revenled thelr impatlence with their lack of m‘,‘“



germen offensive,

For the p esent, the . n ol
11ent T “ADbgerous threat to the 8t. Vith
galient appeared to com . d

Y COome 4I'om the south & nd southwest of Viel-

galme Tth Armorec lviai~ 1
Ted Division Headquarters had received reports 1
that enemy e le 1ents hag r Nt ! e I ]

- fFethed nouffalize, La Roche, and Samree.

Towprobect his southweatorws » B i
L0 ] Outnwestern 11__'“;’ Hasbrouck dispetehed Dask \
- , - |
Force Jones (part of the 17th  Tan] 4

olank bBattelion, the 440th drmored
pleld Artlllery Battalie: oy b
p y. Battallon, and elements of S14th Tank Destroyer 114

attalion), to the Cheran g LR
Bat n), to the Acram=Gouvy~-Delfeld area to defend the road

Junctionss. In place by 4 P.i, Tesk Force Jones became immedi= %

ately engaged with enemy elements which were driven back By 6
Puie

In & broad area west of St. Vith, there was in fact &t this
time & commingllng of friendly and enemy troops, the latter
having sllipped by north and south of the saliente A 106th Dive=
islon supply dump at 3t. Vith containing 8000 ration and 10000«
gallons of gusoline had been used until exhzusted, but resupply
from the rear had become extremely hazerdous with enemy detach=
ments lurking in the forests along the routes During mﬁm’
supply vehlcles at La Roche were heavily ensasﬁﬂﬁm'hyﬁ
. block £ive miles north of Houtfalize was attecked.fon the 8
- enemy was driven off, but &ll

Fa



A m&jor CGerman efs
. “llort was pei
: ng made to selze a ratlo
- n

Ply dump on the nort]

and gasollne sup

avest edge of Samree,

: bl i '
where service troops haa s { (R |
#8 had been placed in defensive positions. i“‘

At 9345 AJdi. 8 reinforead e . {4
il orcead Fsrman .Lnf.'___ntl.y— battalion Eupported i

artillery assaulted a ; |

by 83aulted a roadblock south of Samree and under .

gyer . of heavy fog had Infiltratras s
¢ € had infiltrated the village by early after-

n Throughout the attanle * _
gz GHOUL the attack that lasted until mld-afternoon,

supplies for units of the 7th Armored, the 106th and the 112th

e S b bt b o

2] U NBT"E (=R = =¥ P ¥ 1 + 1 1. i L Do 4
Infuntl b weIe :Ln._’»Ju‘-'Ll 14 Qln L-}-le ‘.‘.LOI'tn f;[ld Or tdl‘lE" du:ﬂp wrille t.he

& 3 P : o - = 3
gouth s2ide was on fire and under attack." o

geven trucks from the 31st Tank Battallon were loaded A_’*
with fuel durlng the fighting. For protectlon two guards with (4
.
W s
tommy guns had been placed 1ln the rear of sach truck, the guards i

having been recruited from kitchen crews. It took the truck

convoy two days, with a night spent hiding ln the woods, to

travel from Krombach to Samree and return. They "ran the gaunt=

let" of four enemy ambushes. The corporal in charge of the

eonvoy was killed, three men were wounded, and one truck was,

80 badly damaged that i1t had to be towed back to Kro:gh%oh,gw i
In another case, Sgt. Trapp's convoy of Lhres ».“"\“’ihw

W@lfﬁ &and one of the Ejrd Armored I-ntantyv; urn

-




sruak and started Lael
e EOR Bty MLt

On thin trip the aenvey 5
gul'feraecd on OuAaualty \ B
LwWe -
HWWe alkirminlies With enemy traops. il
“f—l gelonel Nile BEUMaRn 1 (B[} 8L Y ol 1™ ‘
" ' The BUpPply weblem waa Mare "
Ul ng LU 11 .
ol ] WOUER mllen of enemy=infented’ tep ttery in
shroly of I'rliendlv 19
] ARTIRRT Y TR NS the deplred Lype of supplies,
1 then oomin i 6 !
and 1 1 | Bhraueh AT Bime hentile &1y ‘!.I»I"," L8 A=
11\”1. L ooda Lo e QombatL ¢ lamant s "I"’
iy
1
" i i J i O ‘un '
Ihe aervi L1%tles of the 1 1Lte In 0C0B, 7th Armered, 1
¥
ware pooled, with th BIntenanos peotinng ansnasl 1ds ted under _ 1
daptein La Fountaln, Ordinance Officer of the %let Tank Battalion,
whao #e t up ¢ amall ahop te re palr and msalyvae damaped vehlolen

and weapons of unite in the Bt. Vith delfense. Proquently this
peotlion oporated under enemy artillery fire, and often 1t was
pecedpary for the men to lay dewn Lhelr btools, selué WeApons

’ I
and repulse enemy patrols that had penetrated the area i@

W L " " " " "

For the Amerloans in the Prumerberg woods just esst of
Bt.: Vith, the 20th was another relatively qulet dny, although
artillery fire, including pattalion concentrations; Was pounds=

" &t
ing 8t. Vith and its rosd Junoctions. Apparently im an iﬂm
lhmtnm. the mortars whioh seefed to be 5“’%% [

V"Gl‘l enemy poured "Soreaming Meemie" LAPrAg
. m»mmmmn alﬂ




of the rallroud,

The qgp .

v wa } i !

e 9 Uhen meved into the wohool House N

2% Bts V1ith, Colonel TR G |
or, ae

nmmander of the o atern defenase,

meintalned hin [ orward UF 4p 1
. N A . i
Bt one house beslde the So Lonbery | 4
]--n:.u_]' apout #0000 vardg W Niva , !
ne maln line of reslstances Golo=
aell Nungesser and R4 8 s i
] . QriFE L8 e) aom:t el ¢ re , "-'I-‘-i.”.t.lnlf
Faller, hod est 11ated
LI} ) o ) ' A oam nd post 11"1 an
old tavern, ¥ [ 0O v ll e " " 1
iy Lt roudbend about 200 yardas
" |
palow Luller s 0} % A~ J
td poats vere in dentact vith the
j-l]""”l' Llne nd th A Gl 11'. Uy radlo and telephone .I.’] i
] . It . , 'i
- A e Ungd i, ¢ Lorward obeerver of Lthe q_;,’;th
Armored Field Artillery Ltallon, reported to Major Boyer and : :
| announced thrt the 4%4¢ Il w 1 - " e y 3
' was now 1n auppoert of CCBy Tth Armoned. §
.
| & i L ] . - " ) a g i El-
Up to thle time Lhe 275th, the Corps battalion that had refused i
to panlc, hod furnished OCBE's only artlillery support. Three

forvward obpervers of the 275th huad been asslpnséd to the flanks
of the eaptern soctor, with Lt. Fox serving as llason offdoers

During the 20th the 434th fTired T1 misslons, 1430 rounds while

the 275th pot off 2057 rounds in 75 mlssionss. TwO patteries’

6f the 265th Mleld Artillery Battalion (155 Howiltzers), also

{8 Bupport of OB, fired 656 rounds during this'dhys ‘Le.Beyd's
ABBalilt Gun Pletoon, three gune plus one tARK: from lfm

m a ’-ﬂ! mine howltzer, and Lt. Kennebrew's Mortar ..
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. Sarat neettng during the evening &t CCBE'S come

mend post. in Krombaae) P Eadiads o 1 2
1, General Clarke instructed the commaénders

to 1ssue only two=t} . -
1irds ‘of & ratlon@lly ana’ to Pirs artillery

missions only when the situation appeared eritlesl  t )
Durlng the morning a +t {

€ 8 ten-mlnute battalion artlllery con-
centration had been pleced on a company of enemy tanks followed 8

by infentry advancing south from Wallerode headed toward the

position of Captain Anstey's A/38th, on the north flank of the
| ' eastern sector. 1In a witherilng berrage, the Infantry was

slaughtered and four enemy tanks were left burning while the

others turned and fled back through Wallerode toward Born.12

In the afternoon five half-tracks, with a captured Ameri-

can vehicle in the lead, dashed into Wallerode from Born, them

headed southwest again on the road leading lnto the positions

of A/38. When the enemy force had closed to within twenty-

five yards of the line, the captured American W‘*mm
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fire pr wvUI'€ly s, DUt the defenders, knowing they must conserve
d
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ammunition, held their fire. Boyer had told them that for each

ghot there must be a8 corpee. The

(]

nemy did not close in, and

by 4:15 all firing had ceaseds

Up on the north flank shortly after dusk the enemy launched

& night tenk attack against Ober Emmels where & light tank plas=

toon of C Company, 31lst Tenk Battalion, had established an out-

post line, using two men from each tank crew dismounted. As the

enemy tanks advenced in two waves, two tank destroyerse lay dm

wait in direct fire positions on the reverse slope of &
«N west of Hunnange. The tank destroyer crews re Lve




apreast thelr

» the tank Gestn
cank strove cre 5.
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L] = = - -~ - l
}—et, in the zcres oY CCA at Fotean hod ars PR e p—— . ;
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===y Bupported by heavy tanks attempted
capture Potean Having &
i o sl € from Hasbrouck:

B rorative VOU Gommend wrad 338 : & ¢
Imperative you comme&nd ro=d leading into Foteau from Recht,"

| GCA would not Dve dislodged, and the enemy withdrew leaving four

[24 Down in the territery of CCB, Sth Armored, the 27th Armared

Infantry Battallion repulsed an attack by two companies of enemy

infantry at 4:30 P.M., B Battery of 482nd Anti-Alrcraft Artillery

Battalion, with guadruple-mounted calliber 50's on half-tracks,

in support of the 27th, slauchtered ememy infantry sdvencing

scross open ground. CC3, Jth Armored neld ite positlons and

prévented the enemy from cuttling the road south of Bt. Vithe

L

on the 20th &nd one por

The Germen attacks became intensified
- $168 of another of Hoge's sector wes under attASk &
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Further south
&bout forty Germans penetrated
1ines of the 42444 i
éend five enemy tanks pushed
through south of Neiditcer ia+ "

S dingen at 5§ P.ll.; only to be turned back 1

g f +hea Som4+1 - = i
by guns ol the 820th Tank Destroyer Battzlioms A counter-attack

B e W L
by elements of the 112th Infantry Regiment recaptured Beiler,
pushing the enemy back about one mile along a*two mile frombe

Sl a A - 1 o v =
By day 8 end the situstion remained falrly stable on the south-

1 ern flanh.lg
Y0t This had been another cold, overcast day, and by nightfall
dal there were few men, who, after five nights in foxholes on thq
P Otes Vith perimster, were not feeling the pangs of frostblte in
ool thelr feet. Again on thils night from the northwest, nort.h,

! 2
aast, and south the heavy movement of tanks and trucka eoul&

be heerd. Between 1 and 3 A.M., December Elst, directly in
ek shafd Gebe
he roar and el&tter se to
frpnt.of the Frumerberg line, t ot dlo.immﬁt#%
d half-tracks 1umhar.tn5 up &

?:..tﬁt of many tanks en R
S . Th.e artillery ﬁraﬂ bs.tt.ary ecm’-m
m!m ffT ‘.J.. -‘,2"-’.'.“1"::- -a-i- u”.l' "13. t y
outk imula and the Schonberg

y 7th Armored DLy




affic was apparer
£ PPrarentiy Moving,

One salye Tell on the Junction 'Li

where the Walleroge 2
o&d met the
Sel

lonberg hlghway, There

o

largs £ :
Eer one, and 8oon a reddish Elw b

o 19

tin red the sk Yy l—[JoUC t,”_e trﬁE"-'.

During the night
s VA8 DIt gl vtor coaie
> 8lxty-eight f€n and two officers led by
¢ IVED 'Long of tha Tis
Lte X & of the ~0telligence &nd Reconnalssence P Akt
ar n,
425rd Regiment Crept 1

back into st, Vith wherse they reported
that the two Eifel reglments hed surrendered . Yong el A
men, wWho were given rations apg mueh-needed rest, also WIS,
that they had seen large concentra ‘tlons of enemy armored units

near Wallerode.
2 . i 8

At First Army fleadquarters on this the fifth day of the

battle,

Generals Hodges, Simpson (Commender of 9th U.S. Army)

and Montgomery were in conference when a llason officer from

the 7th Armored Division broke into the meeting with & pencil-

led note from General Hasbrouck appealing for information and

help: "I can delay them (the enemy) the rest of today maybe
nel

but will be cut off by tomorrov.

In reply General Hodges sent word to Hasbrouck thst ,;

d of all traepﬂn' At the 53“"‘*’?*‘*§




Armored, and 112tn Infantry Reziment of the

28th Division

passed to the control of Rldgway'g Corps which with U.S. Piret X
end Ninth Armlies wag Placed under ¢ommand of Montgomery's |

British 21st Army Group. yirr Corps passed to control of U.S.
Third &rmy 1n Bradley's 1oty Apmy Group. The boundary estabe
lished between the two Army Groups was the 1line Givet-Houffalize o
Thls was the first order that Hasbrouck had received in '

i
three days.=” ;
22 Report of the VIII Corps, loc. cite., 18; Directorate of ¥

Tactlcal Investigation, loc. g 12, E

23 Merriam, Op. cit., 156.
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gl owling 1O L8 ¢ of food \nd .'I-!-.]I:-,itl1,\:1’ morale among the de=-

lara 1ol \ na LI I L - -
fenders remalned nagnlfloent” as General Clarke obBserved while

inspecting the llne on & visit to the front. In the Frumerberg |8

wooda casualtles had been hlgh among machine gunners and there --
Py |

had been many deathsa and 1lnjurles from shells that bBurat in Rey |

the trees overhofd. The gaps In the line had been fllled, DUt

~
now reserves were almost non-exlistents”

" W " L "

W

Back near Foteau during the morning Warrant Offlcer .'"-"J‘]ﬂ: >
baum, in charge of transportation for the 434th Field A'gt;,w
Battalion, embarked on & rescue mission in the &rea lmmedl

“'mglt of Poteau where GCA had t.-mpornrmaqm,

lmtmot the highway. Here Jqdqp on
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ery vehlicles he coulg iy 18 ;.r_'uns. Gathering all the recov- - 'i
| B Weiiteun rot; J_,;‘ 1&1 In the 7th Armorea Division Artil-
| ey -~ T TVed the equipment while: Gemmsn artillery
é RRFESSEd Lhe ‘recovery force With fire from the helghts north 1
of Foteau. ILater, when one of the rescuers was congratulated ;
| for hls rt 1n the successful evacuatlon, he replied, "Hell, f
we Just wanted to get it out of there So tis Jerrlies couldn't |
use 1t agalnst us." The equipment was moved across the Salm :
s |
River to safety and turned over to First Army Ordinance the N
next duj.} ;;j '

Also west of the Balm, the U.5. 84th Infantry Division

& from Nlnth Army had moved ilnto positlon near Marche on the

right of XVIII Airborne Corps. The 82nd Airborne had pushed

south toward the rear of the St. Vith sallent, providing &

slender contact with 7th Armored Division at the Salm River
bridge in Vielsalm. To prevent 7th Armored's supply roﬂ%"ﬁ"‘&
belng overrun, Division Trains were moved back through the B4th
Division to the vicinity of Harze, for at this time Wm



eibhb inch HD"J.ILAJ- l-pj-l" pert

+ except lama s
tires, three prime PU for damaged

B Buoply of & : ' lghter venicles ana
upply of aummunition - .

hering all the recov-

v vehlcl can
e i °U18 find 1n the 74n Armored Division Artile
Ty, WBllbaum retyd aw. _
£l - eved the equipment while Germas artillery
narassed 1 reco Fope SR 1
T e D e helghts north
e ~U8Ts when Toxe t 5 RS Téscuers was congratulated
for nis I L LIl@ Buccesg i vacuation, he replied, "a-“.l.-ll,
| we Jus ed to get 1t out of thers so the Jerriss oliabrE
el use 1t against usl" 17he equipment was moved across the Salm
Rlver to safety and turned over to Flret Army Ordinance the
next duy.b

Also west of the Salm, the U.5. B4tH Infantery’ Divisiioh ¢4

from Nlnth Army hed moved into positlon near Marche on the

| right of XVIII Airborne Corps. The 82nd Alrborne had pushed

Bouth toward the rear of tne St. Vith gallent, providing a

glender contact with Tth Armored Division at the Salm River

bridge in Vielsalm. To prevent Tth Armored's supply force from

belng overrun, Division Trains were moved back through the 84th

Division to the vicinity of Harze, for at this time the enemy g
wWas in strength well west of Houffallze southwest www
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gactor wit il lle: gh B ol I QVel | My Lhéen pushed an
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of B Com \V » LT Tan talion, 'l

Bhenmy lorce consiated |
of about elght taple Nd an egtimat d 1||1"-.||-r‘, reglment (1500 |
men), aupported Ly o Vi B B I 'y and '._.'_.___:“.l_]_-,__u_;'_J_'ﬂ_: fAre from the
yioinlty of Wallerode, In just ten minutes, five B Company
tanks were put out of actlon. Th uninjured orewmen of the

gl
three I mainlng tanks aprang from thelr turrs te, pelzed rifles fl

Trom dead and wounded ::n'l{l'l.u:u,-'lﬂ ,11-11“'-“1 the defense line

of B Company, 3%rd Armored En, lneerss To counter this anemy

thrust, C Compnay, 3let Tank B ttallon, the troubleshooters,

with elght tanks moved to the area of J\/-jﬂ and poured & murder=

Qua fire into the flank of the enemy drive. At the ssme time,

C Company's Sergesnt Blair, with four tanks, moved up to the

north edge of 8t., Vith to be prepared to meet the on_a%_}t_”’k
h.ll.d one However, the enemy thrust lost ulsmmt_m%h-m-
Mlm were soon forced back toward Foteau, s M




ned with
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the leflt along the 1 4 r Sk ot o 4 . 4 o
v 1 4 1 l pi ¥ ol Rals! 1 o 4 1
Apgainst Foster an e Jamie platoon of B Company,;
the enemy infantry ssssulted repeatedly, employing numerous
i1 : puccessful sttempt to score 4 breskthrough.
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During this series of attacks, lesting until 1115 PV« e
Van Fradenburg's right platoon of B/%% and B/ETth vere only

S TSRS

7 and tne entire B/38 were = -

145htlr'ongngtd.a
Prom 1430 P.M. to 3310 B/8
--m- assault by two battellions of enemy M&




% = - R L[IETE Wap now ¢
1ull, {i'J.J'JI.:;-'_ whilch F de 4 - y
fer cadjusted and ammus-
nltion wee redistributed. I Zeine requested Major Boyer 4o
complit F Flatoon, 423rd Infan 'Y» DUt that unit had &lready
gone 1into action in the se . A Company, 2Jrd Armored In-
fantrys.. For the eastern defénse, there were no More réserves .iv
The enemy had been pouring in on other portions of the
Bt. Vith sallent. About 300 German infantrymen swarmed across
the road between Foteau z2nd Rodt and advanced agcinst the gun
poBitions of the 275th Field Artillery Battallion 4t Hindérheusen.

%“:fbpﬂ f.hn attack the artillerymen fired their guns at

‘blank range. with fuses set at ;ero. and &t du %
% platoon of ¥/87th mmed in hf'lﬂé na.
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uI.O:JL Lo { O e 8 CP. Sk |
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Battery 05, 182 A 1ored Mela !
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the attackers,

l0ge then movea his CP, whish hod been sub-
Jected to heavyy 8helling, baol to Braunluf.  As the hbitis t
up north lncreaged in tempo, the Germans bepan pushing in
along the St. Vith Stelnebruck rosd, By 4 BP.M, the 27th Ar-
tal |
mored Infantry was heavlily embrolled in an attempt to protect f{

the Junct’loi'l between 'JJB/ILLL Armoered and ccn/gth Armored .

Further south the 424th and 112tH Infentry Regiments were havs=
ing a relatlvely qulet time, desplte constant probing by
enemy p&trola.le

About 4 P.M. the eastern front agaln erupted in flame.’

The action that followed in the area of B/38 was desoribed by

Ly PEL

Ma Jor Boyor:l3 54;¥v1'nu.'

. ing Meemle" batterles go off to our rraha
snn-tu§°:§§§ ?ﬁaaon I knew thnz were coming 3&

ipffﬂﬁmb'r yelling, "Downs' as we slid | 1n
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"

our ﬂDle =)

Pipping i% end all around us we could hear

DALE, o L'€c tops and even of trees as
Steel swept and lached through the

e |
(R TR Y

MR oy the anguished scream of
,ﬁf.j* o°¢en hit, yet we could only
SYPLANE We wWouldn't get a direct hit.
1erves were being torn out by the
D Waves of hideous sound.

O o Lo the heavy "screaming
:vuf%FcuLﬂg o:ck and forth along the
Qeﬁ{gﬁng on the center of the line in
1€ ochonberg Raod.

) ‘I eould see German infa

try start-
W paces,
zaine. This

W
hitting th s ,(::'_L.-::-T-:i P{ilg Wwoods - I'L-l.'.".'i.":.ﬂt: a fe
hltting theé ground, then getting up %o run a

B 5 t I expected. They would try to charge through
our positions as the barrage was lifted at th last min-
uce and belore we could recover from the stunning shocke
As I called, "Heads Upt" almost simultaneously the' awful
@all of steel was 1lifted from us and moved to the woods
in our reare. ;

4:20 = 5 P.M. - This attack followed the same pat-
tern as two earlier ones, except that there was eloss
support from tenks and assault guns. We slaughtered the
attacking echelons, and very few managed to cross the
logging road in front of our positions, but 'Jerry’' kept
boring in. B5till he could not brezk throughe

One assault gun got within ten yards of our lines,
but wes left & burning hulk by & bezutiful deflection
bazooke shot through its side zrmor - and in front of

%8 a Panther was destroyed on the logging road when
gﬁe soldler with a bazooka climbed out of his holq. ggpg
forward, and pressing his tube against the fenmderline,
pulled the t{&gger. As he fired, he slumped to the

- ground dezde

4

45 Bajer, T Sy T
- Shortly after five there was & 1u11!.h i '-"_,_, #

of fire, 88's,

F misiea
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particularly the engineer companlies and B/8Tth, were more than
90k depleted by casualtles.. Medicsl orderlies. did what they
les of wounded could be heard in increas-
ing numbers. The casualty toll among machlne gunpers had been
a&ppalling, but always men moved in to teke the places of the
victims, Communications to the rear and with flank unlts were

i81ling badly as & result of the barragss.l6

At 5:15 mortar fire started clumping 1ntoj$ug

L LTy




.,_,;___"_: ?l-l_ e
s ampg 5 1 ..=.: e E v
almed 2% Japieiva —_—— = .
St 2 Nyt i BE84au B
ey Shenm RN o Olksiien Lot s mpt pen
,,—7 2372, heay r Pim 2 Sl
Fuller, it the R
e . o) _“ .::- I
< = .'".-_’ <
Soon after 7 P. o el e L S =
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¥ith defense line Irom north to south. By 8 o'clock 3/87 znd
B/23rd had sent frantic messages: the enemy had infilltrated
their positions. At 8:35 Jamiel called over his radie, im a
volee chocked with emotion: "God Demn It - they've got two

tanks here on the crest, and they're blasting my men out

of their holes one at & time% They're 2ll gone, and the same

thing has heppened on the other side of the road. Demm It

'!hla 2= rocforence to tne aistinctlve sound af aachjm p:a-
m&;snaed by Germanassault troopse .. . agve Biade
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' cor %1 i€ Schonberg road. Again Sgt.

gleir s composite platoen, posted nop .
t : Aorth of town, was called
on to mee thils new arnawm
e i ‘oW enemy penetration, As Blair's pletoon
ved out the Schonbers e )
mO I 31|’JLT.__| 10-.'_d, w’:‘-bOth, 10\30 :Jr,j‘_rds E'-’Bt Df st‘. Vitnh.
pur tanks reache :
the I« reached the road fork near the Engineer CP &t
berg where thev wer i
QNESEEETE: Uhore. Shey ‘Wereorerfd of o ok s dpauhad s hSia i BITE

drawal of B/23 and A/31,
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At thls jJuncture of the battle, the

enemy tank-infantry teams advanced with smooth cooperation. A

tank would I'ire a flare whereupon the accompanying infantry ¥
opened flre wlth machine pistols and rifles. As the light :; '_ 
faded, the lnfantry dropped to the ground, and the tank fired
with all 1ts weapons. Then the maneuver wes repeated.?l

Suddenly a flare burst in the air behind Blair's poésition.

The intense light blinded the crewmen, and silhouetted the

There was & viclous exchange of

four American medium tanks .

tank fire at polnt-blenk range. A huge Tiger rushed stralght

at Bleir's comménd tank, remmed it, and turned it over. Mir-

aculously Blair himself was uninjured.. He scrambled " : ;_




L Was rnow

- [
DoBltion w! ¥
¥ - &) Wit =) 4 o F 'R
3/35 fn the woode o 4 th remnents of a

» 4 - o 5
lgnt of +3 L AT ’
: 9% the Bchonberg ro: d, Major 1

ponald Boyer could
o . Srmor clattering and creaking
down the rozd to ne For 4

Company placed mortar

{;‘,nq mec LTS8 1 LL'& O *he -
a OB in ow & o + & £
02d in an -J.‘L,r:,;_-ﬂ-u, to disperse the
enemy 1 ¥y 1ollowing the tarirs 8 |
- YTHEB. Qoon Germen dead lined -
2 ,“'-[.'-'.'-' - oAl L ) |
g AilLCleB o 4l JO LS 8 1La¢ (e )y 3
-4e8 o L ne ]
1 1€ Jad, but the eneny kept pres- F
Rl =T L - 2 .!
ging forward, taking a heayy ¢
IeaVy Twollof mechine gunners and ba- I
ooka men who harrsssed the rom t |
7 1 V I 4 Lhem from the woods south of the road, 23
.-ﬂl v b
s=pos LELES Were now firing at

polnt-blank renge 1lnto the
1J " i arden'” . +ha a+ 1 .

Beer Gerden”, the stone oullding that for five days hed served
b b e ex

a8 Colonel Kiggs' forward CE, Colonel Riggs worked his way
pack up the hill where he told Boyer that the CP had been wiped

[ _ oute. Lt. Hlgzine had sent out 2 patrol to find A/2% and A/38

but the men had failed to meke contact. They reported that

Jamiel's entire platoon nad been wiped cmt‘..ei+ Boyer also lezrned

that at lezet six tenks, including four Tigers, vere now in

8t. Vith, 2nd columns of Germen infantry were pouring into town
sent

elong the Schonberg road.2o
& 4 § ’ ’ he B Lk k’
~ Task Force Boyar wag now &lone on its wooded ﬁlIi éﬁﬂ“ .




¥

About 45 minutesg latep came the '31

H8 Teply: «"pg Rigegs or senter e

officer present: Reform; g 4 ; I

P REVe What Yenieles you ean; attack

BOFSHEWESL through84d youms WEOHSE oo .\

w26 TS SO MTorml nkt a tREw S i weet )
of the town. g
It vwas close+tg midnight

= NoW and snow wag falling heavily,
muffling the sounds of 4

In & meeting of company ecom
anders, Hlggzins Rogersg
m ? 5 land reported that their men

zed after 3 X 1 1
=‘dazed after iy “¥8 without 8leep and

tinuous fighting, sufferine

twelve hours of con=
from hunger ang

no condition to attack Of ‘the 670 men who had manned the line i

frostbite - were in

between the Bchnnbcrg and Prum rosads (the Boyer Task Forece plus

B/23) only about 185 remeined .7 The rest weps dead or severely

wounded. By radio Rogers gained confirmaetion from His Mainten-

ance Offlcer in S5t.. Vith that at least 8-10 heavy German tanks

were in the town.2o

Colonel Riggs ordered his survivors to prepere to move'out

to' the right along the wooded ridge that ran several hundred

yards to the southwest. The men were ordered to carry their

personal and crew-operated weapons, but a messenger was sent

to the mortar platoon of B/38 with orders for the half-tracks
&8 be-destroyed. Rogers was to order his Malntengnoa QECENES

sacusd, Epipbay soms
”221,3 at this time.
on legitimate

icers, Plﬂ%
1th, were ml
' “1line




Lo dﬂULl'Ul‘." Lo B 7w : {
Lluoh Yehlclea in the " 'ﬁ! i

- 4 wil@ DL, Vlt,h rallva d ?‘-?;}

th“t could not he Va0 " TOre |

Wted. piye fen of B Company wer '8

grely vwounded and gpy _ ere sev= |
1d not be moved, An 814 man vol A " = ;

3 untveere |

to reméln Wwlth the m In t}
-]

norning ne Would tr

) ¥ te surrender

Lo & Goerman me '['lr:.:"-'

Boyer and Hlgein \ -

gt the odg« l”l‘Jp-.H;:d”“J:d Uu? lmnedlately along the 1ine
sawal vla " o+ LO Inform each platdon leader bf s
witndxu“‘*: Oe  From foxhole to foxhole, among the remélning
gen of B/38, the en lneers of 1668th and ©lst Combut Battalions, | F
the word was quletly paassed, "Let's 60 We're moving outa"
When Boyer reached the positions of B/23, an officer of Brite | :f

1 bt 2 . ’

ton's company reported that the rlght flank hed vanished, and
that the enemy controlled the Stelnebruck road. For more than
two hours the Germans had been pourlng armor and Ainfantry up

the road into St. Vith and westward to Krombach.”C

Snow had been falling thickly for more than an hour. At
2 AM. by llason radlo, Colonel Kiggs learnecd that enemy tanks
had aleo entered St. Vith from the northwest. Behind them,
through the veil of white, Riggs' men saw an eerle orangi'siéﬁh

BN 1 1 Lhe  Lown b '
l Ve the town. St. Vith had fallen.’ el

c . 83
{ e e !

Interview; Boyer, Narratlve, 100. @ikss.

Bvara N EARETS: Mr:ﬂm: .“' | _. s
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1@ Enqg Tor Tagk Foree Fuller

\f-'lll“lr le o . 4
| Y Reconnalgsance Squadron entered
the llne eaat of S5t Vith on 1
W Lecember 17th the troop hed a
! ' oA i : . -.
gtrengill ol six Qlllcers ang 3 ]
= =hd one hundreq nd thirty-six men,
now, about mldnlght of Uecember

-~ N 1 a 1
el, Sgte L. H, Ladd and forty=
men, a&ll that remai U\
glx men, Lh r'émalined gf iroop B, made thelr way back te
Gommanster, the CP of vv8, Tth Armored, Unshaven , with blood- ;

ghot eyes, llnes of fatigue etohed on his face, Sgt. Ladd demended
to see General Clarke, "1 wanted to get it from you personally
that Troop B was ordered out of that positlion we were holding,"
gald Ladd. "Me and my men had declded’'that we were not leaving

r and I just want to get 1t stralght that we were ordered out by
j | you."  CGeneral Clarke assured Ladd that he hud indeed issued

the order, and the sergeant, then satlsfled, moved out with his

mén into the snowy night to take positions in & new defense

linﬁ. 4 o1

A Company, 3lst Tank Battelion disengaged east of St. Vith

Vit
With the loss of only one tank, and withdrew through %tm.“

e
‘foroes with CCB, 9th Armored to the “"t\&th&E
il

8 A Company, 30th Armored Infaptry hed Lefyess 7

kB ipeash Assrap K it 8 ,..
FFH!E? .




pasoc a under

9 &lon

leled the Lragkg, 7 - € the road that paral-

Lh'_ W v W, \
many losses ] Lta Wi v § LR Company suffered
«ldrawal , \
A8 @ 7 a4 ! \
r ; g wes calivem (6] 1.4 -
[l J.L L]_l_: a0 be i to ._-.|1,1‘_, L
his forc tential 3Xtricate
e ks wirap at, ; - :
g " oL, Y Lth. On Corpe order
8 N8W per.ime el T LI-.r|:4 R ! Ty
. TR MReWeat 1ol B, U5k (end ahat
of the o m, LYer .. During t :
ne af terncon all adminletri tive
gleaments wel elear

out of the Sts Vith-Kron bach area and
placed west of Vielsalnm, The north sector of Sin Ak
dense Was then given a plan. to fall back to pesitions &long
the Hunnange-5St. Vith road while the eastern sector was exXpec-
ted to fall beck to the eastern edge of town. The pullback of

troope 1n the north began at 8:15 P

M o
By 8135 At was apparent that Tagk Force Fuller was beling
g¢ompletely overrun, so the force in the northern sector was

given & revised order to establish & line on the high ground

west of St. Vith with left flenk elements on the wooded knoll
800 yards weet of Hunnange and the right flapk astride the St.
Vith=Neundorf road.? Lafe
8 At 9:30 CCB, 9th Armored Divislon, lost contact w&tﬁLQan.
Tth Armored when enemy tanks and infantry succeeded in deiving

_ Up.the Winterspelt-Steinebruck road after an intenaiv

:'- ‘.




28t of St. Vith, but of these

only aoout lUU were fit for further combat. The remainder had

to be evacuatled Dbeczuse of wounds, complete exhaustion, or ex- .4 5|
posure. The able-bodled were organized into a composite armored :' |
3 f

Infantry company which was directed to prepare defenses 800 yards
r

east of KErombache®

During the early morning hours of December 22nd, the enemy

was already probing westward from St. Vith, whereupon Task
Force Lohse (units of 31st Tank Battzlion and 87th Reconnaia-'

sance Sguadron) wzs rushed from its position on CC}?"B ﬂart-ﬁé"ii‘ﬁ*‘
ﬁﬂﬁk to high gound east of Neundorf just in time té-i'am:_

ast of I
AJ. CCB's line extended from Rodt e
a. w v "'_pt’ to fip ..l":. --4‘.}:4&1“

3“ a8 nil o A




go" the southefst of Kppmi.,

ch anA a 4«1,

e ¥ - W Junetis T e 2

mor'euof i wilth wiDy 9th Ar-
-
* “ %
- *
On the woode 1 4
< HLlEn | round BouiNaa N

Rigege and hls band of swrvivors - e

e . everal officers apd about
gevenuvy=1.1vo © L4 8T6ed 1en

LJcLuulﬂﬁ some walking Wounded

filed wearlly through the Bnow=fillea +
weRmLLlled forest in the pre-dawn

o
O
o
Lo 1
r

o f 4
hours ol €+ In the thieck snowfall, visibility was
poor, &nd each man tried as pest he could to hold en to the
person ahead.

Earller 1t hed been decided that infiltration parties
would be formed. Groups of five-elght men were to head off
in different directlons and attempt to filter back to friendly
lines. Rlggs had called his non~-coms together and asked them
to draw meps to aid the infiltration partles. He had aleo di-
rected them to bury ammunition and weapons that would not be

taken, or to render such equlpment unserviceable. Already some

groups had disappeared into the night.

With the remnants of hls force, Rigge worked his vay wests

ward through the forest toward the Steinebruck-St. Vith road
et - g t e ity i, AR
that must be crossed for a successful escape. At 'ons g

s < =




put stlll under the Cover
of the tr -
w'ees, Rige

Lox T8 s
filtration party wag sBht Oge €€8 halted. An in-
o S, 0 Ay o ns intercepted as 1t
reached the Steline bruck rpsg . 3
: Al German COm‘QndB could be heard §
glearly. « A second paprty yao Y

releueed; it too wa

L8 ickly
tured . uickly cap-

It wes Tull " a: ,l» i
W s J".J“'t now m "
+ 1he snow hag 8topped, but a

fhick fos lapped at the pa. o
VEB6 of the nlll, On all sldes German
oy oy T T
volces could now he Sard s Mpe s
H8ard: "Amer lkaner, Aliles Kaputi"
Suddenly a German

soldler emerged from the fog and trudged
ha hi11 R ¥ e e S TR
upithe Dlll. An over-sizeg helmet hung low over his face and

S VI - |
kis 1ll-Titting gray coat dra }

Z€ed in the snowe With his meachine
plstol ready, he ordered, "Hands O0p, Hands Oop." Then other
Germans, appesring from the fog, crept up the hill. Hesitantly

the Americans lay down their Weapons and ralsed thelr arms.

A huge men, Rigegs looked very tired now. Like hls men he

had hed practically no sleep for five dayse. Turnlng to his men, :

he sald, "We're prigoners now, but remember, we're still Amer—

icen soldiers."

e e e D

Then, holding himself very erect, Riggs led hls men through

- 8
knee-deep snow, down the hill, and into captivitye.

g Riggs, Personel heport; Author' s personal notes. At about
th%l Eime the infiltratlon party of which Major Donald BW
Was a member was &lso teken prisoner. e
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=08 Fingy Hithﬂzaw;l

18W 14+
: +l0€ west 2y FAN
ysnewed aurlin thae coah o St Vith wag
- J—;' fours P i
°f Docember 2. " ffigmy it
bt o

nl_'le_. ouxr '. j T_- —!_." 4 2 ME : i
- WHLCH Amerin-
£ L'lCan 00(‘1-'3 gt v
X8, drivers, and ex
Snd even

WOU-:-:L"E""
Wes snatched from the Tth

Armored
I CCA had prevented the
enemy lrom ¢
s CCB, but with the cap=-
tLlI’E O "'f!'.l " 1tact WE S Ly
- PDetvWesn the two combat commands.
pas forced back further wee 13 ~
> C I Wes while CCB pulled back with
its left on
The 275th and 434th Armored Field Artillery Battallions
were down to about 20 rounds per gun, and, in fact, all units
in the sslient, including CCB, J9th Armored, the 424th and 112¢h
Reglmental Combat Teams, were desperately short of supplies.
Almost miraculously, & 30-vehicle convoy, more than a day over<

& SOK

due, arrived in the afterncon with ammunition, rations &and gas=-

P g

oline. During & long trip from the rear the trucks hed more
¢ LTS [ e "

iéhﬁn once passed through ambushes by German pat.rola: .
Y & ,‘ i
L .

1 In the late afternoon the Gemnﬂ began & drive to té

£ G T P 3

anﬁ batara mlﬁnisht t.he!.r mrant.ry was




| . ccp “th wag dafﬁ;lﬁin;'. &10113 =1 {nie
extend 1T om "'r:u'-'gl*u_lg;.:.'j i
; s
_Jd_ 3 . -'fE-'ﬂJU.w'J.r-t,ers °f the 27¢n Armoped Infantpy
Bavtallon had takenp OVer Hope!p Tormer headquarters in a farp- I
FRESE 20 Heubrack . Fettalion Ale Btatsengritas 1 |
‘ efth occupled a blg'stone Nouse where tpe medics draped a large ‘ |
Red Cross flag over tne front poren. o the morning of the q
. eend, ofter recelving heavy shelling, the entips headquarters
of the 27th was o4 ptured together with the aia station. Emerg-
ing from a clump of trees aeross the road, a twelve-nan German

patrol entered the 21d station and ordered the American 21d men

to remove German Wounded from the woods across the road. About

& dozen German casualtlies, with small arms Wounds 1n legs, arms

and abdomen, were brought in and given first aid. OSeveral am-

bulances and litter jeeps were perked near the house, and the

Germans then asked that their wounded be transported to & @um

medicel post. When the enemy insisted thet on American officer -

€0 along, Ceptain Paul Russemeno, the Battalion Surgeon,
teered to accompany the American litter jeeps and Germ
%0 the enemy aid stations. WW*h'!-I’B were &




2
irom the 14th Tank Battalion
AR
Ly and regaineg
| | E&1n the 27¢h &
ll f.:‘ﬁt:’; S8t .'_a._'__"_._.f!-_’_ :Eajquartera - i3 ik In-
| y and the Battalion aiqg station, 3
e American mews !
Personnel, The headquarters staff
had p P 3
©en confineg to the cellap of the
CO1Im s . 4
counter attack, Aftepr surrendering meek=
1y, the Germans were forcea
| ¥ z ;
| to reurn wrist watches they had
taken from Americansg, The

gL
TEr'man

S 1n turn lost their watches,
I g the day, the 424tnh Infantry of the 106th Division
‘ was attached to CCB, 9th Armored whose GP was moved to Comman—

i gter, also CP for CCBy Tth Armored.
|
5

Hoge and Clarke were now in close contact and it was herse
that Hoge received from 106th Division Headquarters an overlay
mep that showed a defense of Commanster not unlike "Custer's

Last Stand on the Little Big Horn." COB 9th Armored, COB Tth

Armored, 112th Reglimental Combat Teem and 424th Infantry Regle=

ment, and several miscellaneous units were all shown in & circle

on the high ground enclosing Commanster « e & Mm
Under continuous enemy attack all along its front dur

the 22nd, Hoge's CCB had become fragmented. 5mall t
generally a tank company and an infantry company.

support fire mmmwm




I'he

Amerlcan 38l11e

nt eag:
t of the Salm River haag now 'been

north-g 1 ;
th-south Wwidth, were troops of COB,

pressed Ilnto the .'..'uil.'ll’}e of an' ow 1
| [ é ’
y Whloh bes: £
i B toa v Mt : became known as' the
EE - W } 4% 4 I
thin the reorgunized defens! |
\ gxtendin bout seve : i
_ Ven'mlles eastws rd fp |
: ! ‘rom Vielsalm and about i
Sl}n. |.'!L_]_-. o LIl I.JI' L |"---“E-‘ l
|
|
|

9th Armored, the L12¢&R 1 o T I
b and 424¢n Heglmental Combat Teans, the i

In the evenlng, at Hasbrouck's headquarters in Vielsalm,

275th Armored Fleld Art s ' 2
. | 1d Artillery and!965th Fiela Artillery Battal-
ion ana & lew rrovislonal Engineesrs plus all remaining elements 4 w A
, of the (Lh Armored Divislon. For this force of about 20,000 | ] .
Amerlcans, Lhere was onl: o i i 0
= PHLY one certain supply foute, alsecondary 4
road leading west from Vielsalm.( g 1}ﬁ

4 General Rldgwey, the commender of XVIII Alrberne Corps, acting

on lnstructlons from Field Marshell Montgomery, lssued verbal

orders for the withdrawal of &all forces edst of the Balm 4o

poeltions behind 82nd Alrborne .8 Hasbrouck wés made comménder

of all boope within the "Goose Egg," &nd General Hoge waa = s

appointed his deputy. The overworked 106th Divieion Comménder,
aa 18 8

General Jones, who had just been appointed Ridgway's Assistent =

Corps Commender, suffered & heart attack and had to be h

~8lized. Jones''Assistant Commander, General Ferrdn, ¥
. @‘mso of slw badlyw-ﬂepla%oa Div:.s:.on%? “n. % ;




e it M It is time

to withdraw, Hasbrouck :
g t-ﬂﬁ Prof
-4 oy Proficlient mover OF ‘we A battls,
Was re LT A % PO O N s€neral Clarl
2 = wlol'Ke T T4 4 = el
1 had DX 21 . e 1he Division Commander :
gAMb pied - 41211 O 1 ﬁt =T
"lthdrawal a e . g
: i 8 early as the l:-t-f;, while i
hls suporcinate, General Clarka 1.
~=T%e, had selected one escape route, J
hat 01 Lindsrhausen-Commarnc
| E ommans ter- Vielsalm. Engineers had been
put to vork on this f —-Th o
I t Tive-mile stre uch of narrow forest road, i
putc much of it was 8t1ll in toar sandiss . o
“0 poor condition. Providentially, on
he night of the 22-23%n £ = " i 2
th Lo 25rd, the road froze solid, providing an g e

exit for the tanks andg heavy guns zs well as t:‘oops.ll

Because Cerman patrols prowled within the lines, Hasbrouck
1ssued wlthdrawal orders verbally to his liasen officers whe
passed the information during the night to all units in the

Goose Egge. H Hour was set for 6 A.M., and three routes wers

designated for the wilthdrawal: (4) Petit Thler-Ville Du Bods=

Vielselm (B) Hinderhausen-Commanster-Vielsalm (C) Beho-Salmcha-
teau. Only two bridges across the Salm, one at Vielsalm &nd

& second at Salmchatuea, were avallable to support some 20,4

troops and their me.teria.:l.’.;"}

44 o Moo Ttn Armored Divi,alonj a-rt.%llery
M ot &t A

mism’ gai.d the 5,.“

7

sLs01e0




,.T'ti].".f—;r':r bat+

from © Positigy. 'n “tollons were switchea
1 T o
s " T Pleceg on & checke
| g8 to provide cont1 e A checker board, se
JUE ilr'e Buf;rJOr.t
TRy and Pre

from falling on the rear of Prevent the énemy

1 }

the retres
e “He retreating columns. In this
1 most dliflcult of |:1Lllt'.1‘_‘,r maneuye

1 I‘—

| 8» 8 daylight withdrawal, i

rder 1 Lpl !

or : “8¢ipilne wera egsentigy 5
TWO Llllerx batta - 1 -

| bat 8llions, the 965th and the 275th, exited '
1 during the night T
| during » B0 the Saln''s west bamk withid The lines of i
‘- the 82nd Airborne, in

1 Iront of whieh (near Selmchateau) the

enemy wes bulldling up his strengthe. The 434th Armored Fleld

3 i
1llerv remained 4 sil: E
Artillery remelned in place temporarily to provide support for !

Aot b ey s ey i gl i:
LUb' 8 coverlng Iorce, Task Force Boylan, consisting of & medium o i

tank company, a tank destroyer company and an infantry COmpany
ordered to hold & screen at Hinderhausen.ls
At H Hour, Hoge's CCB, 9th Armored was heavily engaged,

but Hoge recelved a message from Hasbrouck ordering that the

wlthdrawael be initlzted at oncs, as further delay would place

the entire operation in Jeoperdy. IDrastlc messures Were re=

quired, so Hoge opened his radio net and lssued orders for t’.ﬁb

withdrawal in the cleer. All trains and supply vehlcles wé'ﬁ

bat units were to withdraw in echelonm, from t-.hs nmn




droned overhesd . 13

P

Dy wa i Zeao s ces north of |

Erombach used § 1= route, &

ro2C 80 narrow that to orevent delzys Clarke ordered disabled

vekicles to be pushed to the side and 2b2ndoned., The 434th Ar-

mored Fleld Artillery Battalionm, displacing betiery by battery

in ordsr to continue its fire surpart, came out just ahédd ‘of

Boylan's cover ing force which pulled vack undér neavy m.“
Sterting at 2:30 FMe CTA began its withdrdwal throush

COR's position near Petit-Thier, covered by the TN d‘m

Armored Field Artillery B=ttzliom. OCR then sade 158 gt -

T Hoge, ioC. Cit., Lo»

. 1B §1tr tre 7th Armored Divisien", loc.
o, e i S

¥ B




458K rorce vopes

pla 7=

=LL I'ol fe iy ndd o
; TRt .8y unit in the Gecss Egg 2
. gur iily, U < .exXodug . From : i It Y
w% 4+EB positions DEar Beheo at.2:30 '
: G ng.at 223
B 00 Co Jones, Bagan Joo- e
| ' : o TTESCHNGs Wnlt by unit, in the direc=-
t1io dl Ol NE -‘..'.,.;.',_1, & : y = - I
' “-uled yerds south of Which twe
t I.i,'_',.JJ “ = L e dCKed gut hw = 1 ‘
= B4b Dy an enemy ambush, Hecolling te 3
0 -I .
8 Dol i b 1.1l [0 o - B P o oaeaay & - "
‘ i 18 8 .881f ‘south of Salmchateauw, Task Force
Jones los 1 T k destrovers B . madtiim ol 3 .
! J ©EISE8, & medlum tank,  twe towed guns 3
! and other vehicles whe énemy tank attack % } i
SOemy itank attack hit the column in b
i
the rear. rart of the Tesk Fovoe escaped (desp anoti B
L ©F 458K Force escaped (despite another ame -
bush) . over an alternate erossin

silng of the Salm at St. Marie, south
of Salmchsateau, while the remelnder fought their way to safety
by way of Salmchateau. Task Force Jones' fire support, the 440th
Armored Field Artillery Battalion, having departed earlier,
found 1ts way barred at the bridge in Salmechateau. With mechins

guns blazing, the armored artillery column ran & gauntlet. of

small arms fire, and the battalion proceeded to the Vielsalm

bridge where they regained friendly territory.22 rladen

Providing the final covering protection, Colomel w
l2th Infentry Reglment, now o distantly removed M
m_.?-ath Division, ‘had been da_p_lo_’gﬁ,ﬂ .on,.thg. w ground :




Without success, Nelson

e . . Tal i CLESSE Battalion got over the Salm at o
iy t Helson, with T€glmenta) headquarters ana the lst

Battallon, &t 4:30 found the Salmchateau-Vielsalm road clogged .
by ele s of Task Force Jones and other cutfits foreed nerth L

LRt AER1 A and e :
“020 exit was found to ba'in enemy hands. s b

delson's men were verging on pamic as vehlcles
in the stalled column flamed under German 88 fire. Finding &
side road, lelson extricated his column ana pressed on in clear
moonlight to 2 crossing of the Salm by way of a frozen swamps
Only elghteen vehicles out of several hundred in the 112th were
lost «2d

Up 2t Vielsalm on the e2st bank of ‘the Salm enemy armor s

was already poking into town. As General Hasbrouck left his

CP, & German tank rounded & cormer and blazed &t the Dltlllun

radio halftraeck a2nd two jeeps parked in fromt of the buil

yed but Hesbrouck 2nd his nlﬂ lll

The halftrack was destro
later, on Divislon order, thl

€8cape in the Jeeps.
Tlelaaln wes destroyed, and by midnight the 3




i
t weéneral Hoge eatimated 1
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ith salient Weas completed

i ‘.“'_’L',‘_l i1ew losses angd '._:l_"[!_o':‘t mank e .IJ
| - SU mechanica] DI‘eCision."l A large _'.

measure oi credlt for the

SUCCess T T e
_ 58 o1 this. operation belonged }
to the Allle 1 Torces y s
ces 10 provided = 3
3 X provided air support during the

withdrawal «<

|
ln Iact, on December 2ZFra. +-n 41 'y
“er' <ord, for the first time in the Battle

| of the Ardennes, the enemy felt the power of Allled air might.
1
. Qyer WO taousénd allled plenes roared inte zction agelnst enemy g ;

+ 1 rehiclaeas =2 i : |
ﬁ troops, vehlcles and lines of communication. The Germen General f
l ik ks & & ——— 4 I ;I;
| Blumentritt reported, "Allied zir forces laid down & blanket of 1

bombs behind the German front which paralyzed the movement of
already inadequate supplies and reinforcements."?
The air attacks were especlally heavy against enemy columng

moving north on the Bastogne-Houffalize and the Noville-Houffallze

roads, and as a result of these full-scale alr operatlons, enemy

losses during the day from the alr wers estimated to be_p_l'?! 3

greatest since the Mortaln pocket in France the Prati°“°_’unﬂgffﬁn

ady o TR

"n
According to Manteuffel the Germens took & t.srri.bls pum

#nd Blumentritt concluded thet the air ralds alssiEs

-

4
»&f'tb,e German offensiva-, o roeslly Jised 25SnNulna
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pad repll Lo erman aupp L ny McAuliffe, :
el =fider demang w -
18 ith a single w
| l ub__".‘ i r .'_._(.i_- J.!--JI...'EL :JL, anakh 7 ordn é.n
| =4nen center of reslgtance, Hanteuffel ;
i wes T o1 C et vl em l'._'J;.-’ L.ll‘_,'_-;(_.nt’-" ~ 4 . - ;‘
8 of hils attacking units to enclose 5
the towin, thereby VWeakening the f H
J £ E Tthe 1 "Ward +h £ .
| vHe lorward thrust of ¥Yifth Panzer ¥
. . a ‘1
Army. +0€ND 100, the weak Gapma ieventh Ar f
| 4 “ermén Seventh my, bereft of tanks, {
1 1 a 3 I =l | 4 I 1 :
nad been untpble to bloeck the anmrasrk - ;
£ the approach Toads from the south on
i

anzer rmyv! a afT+ P1laowle s
9 <anzer Army' s left flank. The menacing pressure of Fatton's
III Corps (80th, 26th and 4th Armored Divisions), grinding slow-

ly northward toward Bestogne, caused increasing subtraction of

strengtih from Manteuffel's 5 Panzer. However, on the 24th, a
battle group of the 2nd Panzer Division, having bypassed Bagtogne,
approached the lieuse at Dinant. Here the enemy force was met
and repulsed by the 29th Armoured Brigade of XXX Corps (Britdish),
Whlch Montgomery had posted alopg the rilver on the EOth-p_ oiid

they had no chance of reaching &ntmarp-&nﬁzrl 2

Knowing that

revised plan to Hitler on December 24, bub thﬁ:iﬂhﬂni

1 T G
permit a withdrawals. On December 28, Patton's _,
.h%%u contact with the mrmm ot m
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=8 Bag Lor o g L
' b ¢ T the German Pénetration,
furious lilghilng hag j

) Pegun even before the ellnination .of
the "roriliiled Gooas Egg." On the 20th;02 83 Panzer Division
. glipped south from itg Positlon behing 6 Fanzer Army ang crept
REFDAR.nd thevSts: Tufhlsa ety st ae 22nd 2 85 Panzer

gtruck at 82nd Alrborne's Vulnerable right flank extending : |
. pack from Vielsalm. At €He sane time, 82nd Alrborne's Salm g |
| River line runni 1B 'north from Vielsalm was Beads by 9 38 pén- r
! ger which was 21so 4n acdtion against the north shoulder of -'; | |
the St. Vith salient.! P
In concert with U.S. 30tk Division, 'a reziment of Gavin's E JI' 'j:!
P b=

paratroopers were already hotly engaged against Pelper's Rampf-
gruppe, flghting llke caged tigers to extricate themselves from
their trap in the canyons of the Ambleve.  His cause now hope-

less, Peiper reccelved on December 23 a radio-order to ebandon

kAW equipment and escape on foot.. At 3 A.d. of the 24th, with about

800 of his orilginal force of 2000, Peiper begen ma.rchlns toward
da tham m 39

the east, Abandoned in the Ambleve valley behin a oy
i1 tru.eks.. cve of
tauks, 70 half=-tracks, 33 guns and 30 supply o *"

‘Also thwarted ‘in his at.tsmpt to achleve ﬂ‘w

1,:!' mm d:

%W akmzanr. leader of Gperﬂﬁ?“ e ware ;nt
i-v.-.; aas m’_ de]“ﬁﬁta. .

- {w g ;rsu a dm*‘l :

frea Elaém mu_' Who




1”}1“‘3) teey =] ] buu uhE DU.:[L Df L 3]'1 \B.dE klad beali Bt‘
- hin A o ; & COol umnes o] S5 |
ade. W&sS comml LLEQ <l u
[= ) a L0 n u.n-:_.-.ACCSSDJ: U.l \J-'q\..\-'c.j:u. Qtu Iialmedb =
e 4 al: e - =LY L n ace L l J I+ -

defenslive position
Suth of town. op Decenber 23 Skorzeny re

turned 1o Germany ang the unit was disbanded. Such was the
inglorious end of Opel"atlon Grej.f.g
On, Degember j25ry, hidgway's xvIIz Alrborne Corps, extend-
ipg from Malmedy to Marche, becams engaged in "a grim battle
for exlstence." The actlon became further intensified when
on Christmzs Eve the énemy launched a vigorous attack along
the Bastogne-Liege road. toward Manhay, now defended by the
battle-weary 7th Armored Division. But General Hodges, Filrst
U.,S. Army coumander, had been concentrating reserves behind
the 50th Divislon since December 22nd, sowen the Tth Armored
was pushed out of lMenhay, reinforcements Were ready to meet

the Germen advance. After three days of intense fighi .

9 Merriam, op. cit., 165. Ihe psychological succe
._.‘loparauén"‘g'reir should be recognlized howevers

irst jeep lozd of Skorzeny men in American

- sus
B

- oceapt ) travelled guickly, spre
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. -08t about l\J OO osen as priEOnars end

at least that much apain
28ln in deang and wounded., They hag by

his time committed aimeas o

thls ¢d almost a1l Téserves and had begun to feel

Allled air mipht %12

2Tth of December, the Allied fighter

whlle bombers of U.5., Eighth Air Force roared over to shatter

roads, rallroads and bridges behind the German lines., On De-

cember 26, German-occupied St. Vith was devastated: 1700 tons

of bombs reduced it to a ghost town around which traffic had -

to be routed through fields and pastures.ld

Nineteen days after the start of the Battle of ths*!ﬁlga,

E g __-". 3 ]
on January 3, the U.S. First Army went over to the of fensive 8

With VII Corps leading the way. In the zero weather, | §ﬂ=_
14 -'!""m'

often waist deep, and rozds were icy.

The First Army advence was slow, and the fig

Ny




the ar &8 wept | TR, '
i o, Let R i T St el HoufTaddze ang
o L VS Ao B v 5 b

| 1 Flrgt and Third Arules met ot

TY 24, 1945, Buropes

2 AWropean edition of the Amerdesn
Army deélly, Ihe Stars and Strdme 0
| —=24 otripes, the {ollowing item appeared:
L“..__‘ =4 -"2-1,.1_',:, l.-'--.lo 23, =~ Stis
4480 BTl Cnghold of any

Vith, the Germans'
Arny's sector of

8 Cconsequence on the 1st
What wes once a

L o 1
\ wat . bulge Was re-
ca LUl .y r r e Tl =
nd ermored ingentil®.(th Araored Division. Danks
i ek T T q*-“*'-lhl‘." arove 100 yards into the key
Odd QUbD early in the after ¢ . 3
aouse battle which lasted hours end 45 minutes,
Lile lorce under Brigadier Ge

- o R e
Ol wyI't.cuse,

nerel Bruce C.. Glarke,
Nels, Nad cleared it of the enemy .

One month after 1t had been kiocked out, the Tth Armored
ya8 back 1n St. Vith.
By early February, the Germans were back behind their
West Wall, along nearly the entire front, and Fileld Mershall
Montgomery had released U.S8. First Army for return to Generil
Bradley's control.l€ %
In thelr darlng Ardennes gamble, the Germans had * _ ;

heavily. They hed suffered about 120,000 serious o&sW

and about 50,000 Germans had been ceptured. BSix I
men tanks and assault guns had been destroyed, Gnl
1llusionment set in among the troops."17 I.n ;
bed exacted a fearful rrice: m‘“‘ .
t a total of 77,00 men, 8000 killed,

o ;..émﬂx“ﬂg ; 2




21,000 ceptured, A oo
a1, d Nother £ain fon the German
R e 208, 1f it could

18

ad . k)
get the Allied time table pack by

about =21x weeks,
In the oplnion Mav s wt _
of Lanteuffel, Hitler had sacrificed the

ulk of his maln fore 5%
b 1 r'Ces west of the Rhine River and Cermeny's

chances of any further rest
reslstance were wrecked. Fleld Marshall

von fundstedt referred to the Battle of the Bulge as "Stalin-

Erad No. ;—].ﬂl;.l

18 Elsenhower, op. cit., 364, 365; Shulman, op. oit., 240,

19 Hart, Op. clit., 242.
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pl&n, ot . Vith wes t
"It was 28 important

had planned to selze

hardly
Was asslgned to cap

Pe 154, Manteuffel 1

Entendad, I did not

- 3

the Army's left flank,"

of the offensive, and
fight, General

ture St. Vith.

&. Vith." Although the enemy very mesrly suce ‘%ﬁ&
ReGsT T :
'-tm on the s,ftarnoon of WW 17,

According to the operation

© be utilized as a communication center.
& polnt in its sector as was Dastogne on

“Manteuffel later revealed. The Germans

Ste Vith in the first twenty-four houra
because they expected tp galn 1t with
lucht's comparatively weak LXVI Corps
In Merrianm's Dark December,

s quoted as saying "I wanted to have St

think the Americans would _bo Ahlg
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‘ road front. Mom W Irom Joining forces on

= f“rti—.nt Perhs 3 { 2
- ESh ==Aapa, the A Gerican stang at ’
8L, 10 ook el lDuted to +3 A I
gy Lhe disruptien °of the German offen= ;
5-'1-1“ L LS L ) }
n . 9 :
SULlC = —ULlatlon af # 8 cen " :
“2€ Buccegs gf the first day of
R ALVACK 18 decisivedl f oo S y é
+0e first ] ] .'
— =L Objective 15 tgo dchleve
> e L P — r £ Ii
liperiy ol movement for the : :
mobile units," proclaimed Flela
Marshall Model on the cpenine Ae. y
Ha “48 Oorening day of the offensive.* The i
NPT R '
1y 8 intention, a ‘ding \ |
enemy °R» according to VIIT Corps' estimate on Decem~ '2
4

] J44 , was to secur h
| ~l» 1557, Was to secure the Primery rosds, and the American
‘ objectlve would be to prevent their seizure, First U.3. Army's

& ke & = my i e SN My . = e .
appreclation read: "The Success of the entirs operatlon depen=- it

ded upon the enemy's abiliiy to maintain the impetus of the
offensive. It was imperative that he reach objectives, par-
ticularly the leuse bridgeheads, before our reserves could be
brought into action."”"  Halted short .of St. Vith, the enemy was
unable to make use of the five roads that radizted {rom the town.
Furthermore, as Manteuffel later admitted, the delaying action
8t St. Vith had given the Americzns time to reinforee Hm
orn flank of the breskthroughs” "By the evening 01»9" '
the entire operation had been placed in doubt becau
mad upon a quick march to.the ?!G‘.“.ﬁﬂ-g.'ér?ﬁét
Blumentritte . &a'&h‘ WW

lv-.-.a
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the {11 7 i | .immnelvaa Telt. In

; | 78 1t hag not heen POsSBible to -
. o T HlCh legg Llugu.nﬁ

1
Ao “Orresponds o that aof danteuffel,

for § ¢ Commandey Wrote, the defense at 8t o V4 th
upr-i ! 'JUW;IuJuHL 0T the rionachay position held
by 99t | Uivisiong until the lat and 9¢n could come to
thelr support."’ Wnile g, defenders were nolding et 8t Vigh,
the north lank was reinfore @) the Salm Kiver Aine of XVIIT
EEwerne Corps W formed behind thg sallent, U.8. Third Avmg
reformed dttacked the south flank of the pene tratlion, and

AL Britlsh Corps deployed in a blocking positlon et the Meuse
River line. These vital moves had & L1l been initieted before
8t. Vith fell on December 22.

In the flrst few dave of the offenslve, 6 BB Panzer Army ,
in whlech was concentrated the wain Germén strength, had failed
to live up to the hilgh expectations of ite couuander, ‘Sepp Diss
trich, Its II 55 Panzer Corps had been uneble to break m
the Monschuu Forest on to the Elsenborn ridge, &ad _1- 8 '
Dletrich's center speerhead, had been unsble o erm

: was also lmped
~ bleve River. 6 Panzer Army's advance erd

¥




e ] ‘ensive, Dietrien ran
into Probiems of 14 laticg He '3
= ca, i
- i b rought ‘up hig divisions in
_‘Dall"S y ONn& behindg

(S

R o Other, witnh only two roadgs available'at
polnt 1 'deps At 1
il 7 3 T IR o R very 1ittle ‘roemits mansuver ,10
Rkl  s5cond raay ter s attack there wers monumental traffie
e © 59 Renzdn Sl irea, as Peiper ang Skorzeny have

testified. By the en

s

of the first week, the disorganized atate
of German communication lines was Azving an effect . ALY further
movement of 6 53 Panzep Army hed virtually stopped by December
21 for lack of needed g&soline and ammunition on the supply
columns immobilized tothe ezst of St. Vith or on the trains
helted between Prum and Gerolstein in Germeny .1l

It became rez=dily apparent to the Germans that the St.

Vith salient had to be eliminated,; for mot only was it a thorn
in 6 85 Panzer Army's left flenk, but also the salient thpedts

10 Office of Tacticel Investigation, loc. c_i_.t?.u_'f?;uf“'

; ! > R d Evaluation
11 Hasbrouck . cit., 37; Research an g
& loe. cgt-—a: %?_ According to Gemg ‘:; i~
mation was confirmed after thga:;rahi _Im =
. m‘m bem:ﬁptmﬁ on the . Another
2 Schonberg, Blelalf &nd Fﬂ"w i

portay e

e
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e oy - Fanzer .
tucht 8 LXVI wag nalteq before 8 g :
H e e Vith, &nd 5 Fanzer Army'
grmored lnfantry gupp)y ¢olum i
mnns, Jam.ucd bumper-tg«-;

.. i it o oumper eagt ﬁ
£ ally J..;i::'Ol;-lllZEd "l3 b
| A Reca .
. of the 17th E il that N
*e KaAnteuffel ang Yodel hed met on i
fOOJ"J A L0 the tre Ti1le Congestian :
| 'NEesllon near Schonberg. The few Ger-
mén columns &4ble to moy a the 3t
¢ 1n the St. Vith erea had to strugsle
L
glong muddy, narrow

Becondary roa £ I {
Ndary roads, and as Menteuffel had re- 4

ealed, "The Aue

v B L ericane had fully exploited their defensive

. guccees 1n 1d

about St. Vith, and had kKnown how to swing ‘the
pattle 1in thelr favor in this ared. Many more of our troops
hed been tled down at St. Vith than was expscted."la

For the Germans there was another complicating factor.
Had Manteuffel captured St. Vith, he would have been .able to

8wlng hils S Panzer Army north to go to the aid of Dietrich's

lmperiled column. Instead, 9 BS and 2 33 Panzer Divisiong of

Dletrich's II 55 Panzer Corps were delegated to assist 18th

and 62nd Volksgrenadier Divislion and Fuhrer Escort ﬁm*;
§ -tk ¥

the capture of St. Vithe. s
When St. Vith finally fell &t the end of the

"a'lapﬂ offensive, the Germancause Was sm&g .
k blea m.;w..mmm -




> ] | 5rd, the problem of

€asingly 8 4 v
SLJ Berlous, as the Allled air forces
pegan Lo operate, taking

o neavy toll Among German motorized

colwnns«

Rot] IMumaritrnd + 4 i

Soth Llunmentritt and Henteuffel have pointed out that for
the Germans there was a

serlous deficlency of gasoline even

pefore the attack started. The initlal fuel demands of the

Panzer armles had not beenmet, for as Blumentritt wrote, "only
18,000 cublc meters of fuel were available  whereas the command
gstimated 1t needed 355,000. Rocket batteries had to be largely
abandoned at the Jjump-off line to give priority to tanka."17
Manteuffel maintalned that only half of the artillery ready

at the start line could be brought into action.. Worse st.il':l.,
sald Manteuffel, much of the avallable gas "was kept too faz:

back, in large lorry columns on he east bank of the Rhine.

d th
Once the foggy weather SIS d e nl8" ynanized

t
1nto actlon, its forwarding was badly lnterrupte
lacked ample fuel, the Germana nad

mﬁﬁe
saize gas dumps and supoly insta;}afiona

-ﬁdvanse.Ig A 25,000 salian ‘dump &t
Pated sfficientile

Because they

.
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41&.
e Allled alr forcea ‘came
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HOUrS, the battle of St Vith was fought

Bt villages and road Junctions. im mece o

t o9d Junctlons, in open fields and along fire-

preaks in cevergreen forests outside the town itself. The de-
L 1r4 4

fense ol ot. Vith was, in a true Sense, a cooperative efforg:

although the m@jority of the troops were from the Tth Armored
Division, unlts of four divisions plus Corps took part. .Ul"ﬂ..‘-.‘s.ll.
December 22nd there was no single commander - the diraot..f..an of
the defense was shared. Lacking sufficient time to recop{;ol

o
the terrain, the unlts were commltted plecemeal to huat:l.y L=

provised defensive posltlons. Many of the soldiers I&ﬂg. 1'£¢ Y

ware not operating in thelr normal roles: tenkmen, mechan

rseonnaj.ssance troops, enginesrs, a4, Svas °°°§§.

1'. aa 1nfantry. Bsoauaa j't;."?&..ﬂ'_mgﬁ.
- y omma ose at all lweln, but
°§ns m'nn;»?v:?mo of tmtoh s,rw xn_

efficlently.




few instructi
December 22,
glsewhere in
Vith; there w
ammunition zng
herolc efforts of

enemy-1infested territopy

n,.
* A "splendig feat of arms," one war
correspondent calleg the defense of B0 Vith,

but this should
not blind us to the fae

U that some Amerj.can:a, vietims of panle

German ong laught,

in the

(

sSurprrise of the fled from the battle
area. In fleeing, they geriously hampered the meny who ‘chose

to remain.
Since World wWar II, generous bubliclty - including more
than one Hollywood movie - has been given to the defense of

Bastogne, and perhaps in the public mind the Battle of the

Bulge will always be assoclated with the magnificent stand of

the paratroopers. A colorful passage ina dark chapter of the

War, the epic defense of Bastogne quickly fastened itself m

the popular imaginations

However, of at least equal importance in tha




“TLAns were first Serlously thwarted

in thelr 181ve.s. U8g A Dokt
= Communications center, St. Vith was
vitel objective in the Cevme }
. ~ “A€ German operation. Expecting to have
8t. Vith ri bthe Pir

TEt twenty-four hours of the attack, the
germans 1alled to gain the town for five days, an interval in
which the Lllies were given time to relnforce their poaltions
gud seal off the German, penetraticn.. When Sta Vith finally fell
! on December 22, 1944, the entire German operation had been
placed in jeopardy. As First U.S. Army's appreciation of events
| to December 24 read: "The inltlal phase of the German offensive

ended on 22 December."<? In the Battle of the Ardennes, the

defense of St. Vith was indeed a turning poilnt.

23 Quoted in Office of Tactical Investigation, 1loG. Cibes; 1Te
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After :ACE—?--'_'- v2Valry Group in the German Counter=
Ja LENS1LVE

After/After ACLlon Report, Headquarters, 14th Cavalry Group,
January 10, 1845, i

Unit History for October, 1944, 168th Engineer Combat Battalion,
7 November, 1944,

After Actlon Report: 165th Englineer Combat B ttalion, 13 Jan=
UETY , 1./‘4'_.10

After Actlon Keport: 32nd Cave lry Reconnalssance Squadron (Mech-
anized) 1 January, 13945.

After Actlion Report: Captain Harold } e Hermon, Hezdquarters,
8let. Engineer Combat Battalion.

After Action Report: Headgquerters Tth Armored Dlvision Artillery,
16-= 23 December, 1844,

Heddquarters 87th Cavelry Recen naissance Squadron, After Action
Report for December, 13 44, B Jannary, 1945.
Malor Arthur G. Hogm 16, Jr., Exec., After Action Report, 275th
Armored Fleld Artillery Battalion, 10 Ja nuary, 1945,
o

II. HISTORICAL INTERVIEWS

- Dwring World wer II, officers of the Army Historicel Section 3
L W8re attached to major units. The followlng reports are based
“interviews by historical officers with staff offlcers of
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