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ACTION NORTH OF ANT ERP
104th Infentry Pilvision
23 Octobsr - 6 November 1944

INTRODUCTION

On 22 October 1944 .1 (British) Corps directed the
104th Infantry Division to relieve the 49 (West Riding)
Division in its ssctor across the main Breda-Antwerp
road Jjust north of Wustwezel (8015) on the western wall
of the c¢orridor resulting from the previous month's
airborne operation, Upon completion of this relief,
which was to occur during the next two days, 49 Division
wae to teke up positions “west of the 104th. The sector
cast of the 104th was occupied by the 2 {Canadian)
Armoured Brigade.,

The front to be occupied by the 104th Division
faced north to the Maas-Yeal estuary 22 miles sway, and
in width extended roughly 8000 yards on cach side of the
main roed running northeast to Zundert and Breda. The
land hecre is flat with an imperceptible slope to the
northwest., Under the sandy surface, impervious clay
prevents standing water from draining sway and necessitates
extensive ditching of roads, nesadows, and plantations.
Grein, sugarbests and potatocs are grown where the
ground is not too msrshy; elsswhere is rough pasture and
small but num:rous plantings of pine woods in various
stages of growth., Sinee thsre ere no hills, the buildings
and steepnles of villages provide the only observation,
The only terrain featurs of the entire area is the River
Mark which flows east to west some four miles south of
the Hollandsch Diep. Vehicular traffic is road-bound.
The principal routes of stons construdtion are good, but
21l others are narrow and incapable of two-way wilitery
traffic.

QPERATTIONS

On 23 October 1944 as directed by 1 Corps, Regi-
nental Combat Team 413, undsr comnand of Colonel Welcome
P, Waltz, moved into ths defensive positions of 56
Infantry Brigade in =& zone about 8000 yards wide. On

the right the lst Battalion occupied
Relief the vicinity of Heiden (8612} and sent
a reinforeed rifle plstoon to Oostbrecht
(8210) on the division boundary to defend
g £t attack from the northesast.,. In the center the
d Battslion, with a platoon of the anti-tank comveany
zttached, organized nesr Stapclheide (8514), holding a
rifle compsny (which could be reinforced with a scetion
cach of hoavy machine guns and 8lmm mortars) in mobile
regiment al rescrve., On the left the 3d Bsttalion
established itself around the wvillage of Losnhout
(8415). It also had attacked a platoon of anti-tank guns.
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The initisl mission of the combat team was defensive. j
During the night pstrols pushed out vigorously, in rain
until 0430 and after that in fog, across the Tflat, &ressy
fiolds, ditches with stending water, and patches of trecs.
One Germen straggler was taksn prisoner. The patrols
found no other cnemy activity for a distence of 1500
yards north end northeast, bearing out previous reports
by armored reconnsissance that the enemy in Ghis ares
were scabtbered remmants,

Further west, in the center of what was to be the
division sector, thc Germans had likewlse withdrawn.
During the morning they had been observed building up a
counterattack, but after being engaged for half an hour
by 4$ Division Artillery, they dispersed and for two
hours around noon began pulling back up the main road
towards Breda.

The next dsy, 24 October, Regimental Combat Team
414, commznded by Colonel Antkony J. Touart, relieved
147 Infentry Brigede in & zone extending for 3000 yerds
across the Breds road (84186 to 8117). In the right
portion astride the road, the lst Battallon, reinforced
by the attachient of & sgued of the intelligence and
rsconnaissance platoon and the lst platoons of the onti-
tank @nd cannon companies, completed its relisf at 1620,
An hour carlicr the 24 Bat.aliop had occupied the left
half of the sector. ;

Duri ng the dsy, Combet Team 413 continued patrolling
to the front vwithout mecting the enemy, =lthough sporadic
mortar and srtillsry fire came over., Patrols reported
various mine ficlds, including one on the Loenhout-
Terbeek rosd, At 1400 the combat tesm sdvenced unopposed
to control the roed crossing its ssctor between the 15
and 16 grid lines, Throusgh the night patrolling continued
by both regiments without incident,

Occupstion of thc division ssctor was coupleted by
0930 25 Octobor when Regimentsl Combat Tesm 415, commanded
by Colonel John H. Cochran, relieved 154 Infantry Brigadc
in the left %000 yards. Two bettalions went into line:
on the right the 1lst, on thes left the 34, sach with &
platoon of the enti-tenk comnany ettsched and a pletoon
of the ceonnon compsny in dircct support. The lst Battalion
hed also atbeoched Squsiron A, 147 Tank Bettalion (Royel
Armourcd Corps).

The division wss now in position with seven infantry
brttalions in lins. The reserve battelions of the 414th
end 415th Infrantrics constituted the division reserve and
were to be committed only with division permission.
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: At 1010 thet morning, first contmet with the eromy was
made, A patrol of Compsny B, 414th Infantry, =dvancing up
the Sreds rosd to the custom house just north of the
Hollemd frontier, ran into light maechine gun firec from

an enemy nurbering ebout & nlstoen. IZEnemy personnel snd
emplscenents wers concesled in banked ditches beside tho
roaG, rovws and groups of trees from which all the lecaves
had not yet f:llen, znd numerous scattered buildings.

The surroundine fint, oven me zdows offered excellent
Freldsiof Bire,

That znorning Field Marshzl Montgomery snd the '1

Corps Commandsr, Lieutcnent Gensral Crocker, visited the
division CP. Monbtgomery expressed his

Decvelopment  9é€sire that the division thrust forward
= without delay, engaging the enwny fimiy
end driving hin northwerd will all pos-
sible speed., (1) As Ueneral Crocker exprassed it: "The
Boche is softening all around, end I don't went to miss
an opportunity." (2)

Sinee the aain enemy gctivity had been on end just
west of the Brede rosd, the Commnding Gencral, Major
General Terry de la i, Allen, snd G-3, Msjor Leo A,
Hoegh, leid plans to flenk this artery on both sides.

The prospect of a continuing offensive mission

coused Generzl Allen concern for his smaunition supplye

The original allotumen t{21 October) of basic loads plus

three units of firc hed Jjust-been reduced to 34 percent
T thst a2mount. Conseguently, Genersl

Noed f Allen wrote to the Commending Generel,

) Or - i ) = 1 o , -
NS lion ¥inth U. 5. Ar@y, requ?stlng further sup-
Rl plies. Mesnwhile, he instructed all

commenders to limit the use of supnorting
fires. (3)

General Crocker direscted the division to nush in
the eneny outpost 2t the custom house and clear the mein
road throush Zundert (867235), geiaing control of the
road Jjunction there 2t the latest on 27 October. (4)
Towerd this cnd the division by warning orders on the
=fterncon of the 24th, followed by s Field Order at
2700, hed =slrcady directod the regiments to gain aad
intain contact with the enemy and initielly securc o
line designated &8s Phase Line A, Through the sectors of
CT 415 and CT 414 this line was tle Holland frontier; in
the sector of the 413th it was s projection esgt of that
line from 8518 vhers the frontier turned north,

Liidd

On the zorning of the 25th this sdvence begen &s plan=-
ned, The £13th Infsntry, vhich had the greatsst distance
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to go to Phase Line A, moved the 24 =and 3d Battslions

out at 0600, Soon they met the fire of machine guans,
served by thr e and four-man crews, and came under

morter fire. Little artillery fell on them, Throush

the day the resistance wss not enough to halt their
.aavence., Howsever, &t 1700 stronger opposition, including
artillery fire on the 2d Basttalion, halt=d the regiment
along the 18 grid line just short of Phase Line A.

This northward movement of 'the battalions swung the
regiuent uway from the division right boundary and their
adjecent unit, the Bob “orce of the 2 (Canadian) Armoured
Brigsde, Accordingly st 1400 Generel allen directed the
104tk Reconnaissance Troop (less the platoon gusrding the
division OP) to move to Driechoek (9221) to strengthen that
area.

In the center elong the Breds roesd, the 414th Infantry,

strongly reinforced with Squadron Y, 147 Tsnk Battel ion
end the 103d s#nti-Tank Battery, mede progress without
initiel difficulty, although by noon civiliens driven
south by the Germans through their lines caused some
confusion to troops in the neighborhood of wustwezel
(8114). A4t 1430 the assault battalions resched Phese
Linc A end an hour and a half later jumped off to continue
the advanc .

Oppositlon beceme considerably heavier end progress
slow. #irc from the vicinity of Wernhoutsbrug (8419)
stopped Company B. Vompeny 4, given the mission of by-
passing thc source of fire end continuing to Phese Line
B (approxiunetely 4000 yards north of Phese Line 4),
advanced to Goorkens (850195) vhere it remained during
the night. “hen the 24 Battslion hed advanced 1000 yards,
it met hesvy mechine gun fire from ths concrete works
(8420) and was forced to withdrew to Phesec Line 4 and
reorgenize,

On the loft T.e 415th Infantry reached Phase Line 4
shortly before 1600, ¥for a tiue sn=uy et the edge of a
woods 200 yards to the north fired mechine pistols et
the 3d Battelion from esrth cuplscements snd then with-
drew, Heavy uortar fire continued to fall on the battalion.
Both battalions halted to reorgenize,

48 nlght fell at around 1800, the division was
substentially herc it had planned to be with six infantry
battalions in contect with the enemy. The Germens,
however, reumelned elusive; their meln forces hed not yet
been encountsred., +he divicion plan wes to meintein con-
stant pressur., particularly by night operations.

e,
S RER AT










S ECRHET

— e S e w—

At 1500 General Allen had directed all three regi-
ments to advance north from Phase Line A to Phase Line
B, and these instructions were confirmed by fragmentary
order at 2000.

The 413th Infantry with two battalions in line infil-
trated forward at 2230 with the direct support battalion
of artillery firing on known installations.
Night The night was overcast and dark. The
Advance troops took full advantage of the cover of
darkness, and with a minimuh of casualties
advanced 800 to 900 yards against an enemy strongly dug
in, The 3d Battalion, under command of Lieutenant Colo-
nel William M. Summers, reached a point near Goorkens
after meeting rifle, mortar, and machine gun fire from
the front and right flank. The 24 Battalion, commanded
by Lieutenant Colonel Collins R. Perry, gained the woods
in the viecinity of 875200 in the face of small arms and
machine gun fire. By morning the regiment in these
positions directly threatened the main line (elong grid
20) of the enemy defensive positions.

In the center sector, the 1lst Battalion, 414th
Infantry, during the night held its ground astride the
Breda road. On its left the 2d Battalion, commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph M. Cummins, Jr., advanced
towards Phase Line B. Before morning light, as the pla-
toons whieh had been pressing on through the darkness
were rc-aligning, the battalion came under very severe
machine gun fire from the front and flanks and a great
deal of mortar and 88mm fire, The enemy, estimated as a
company, was repelled with the support of artillery, but
the battalion was scattered and disorgsnized. After a
hasty review of the situation, the battalion commander
reported (at 0530) that he had lost Company H with all
its weapons. At the time of this preliminary report,
one rifle company appeared intsct while another hsd 80
men, Later reorganization showed that the losses were
by no means so severe., Yet the battalion had been held
without appreciable gain,

On the left flank the 415th Infantry progressed slowly
through diffiecult terrain, The ground was marshy, with
diked ditehes four feet wide and deep. The men were wet
to the armpits, and no vehicles could reach them. Rations
and gumunition were being carried up and casuaslties
carried out by hand. At 1935 the regimental commander
teclephoned to G-3 that the 34 Battalion, commanded by
Licutenant Colonel Gerald 2., Kelleher, was opposed by six
or elght machine guns, some riflemen, and mortars, and
recomnended buttoning up until morning (5); but to follow
the division plan, he continued the advance at 0200.
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The men of the 3d Battalion crawled out of the bog
surrounding them and found a way around the canal at
its northern limit., For a time a raised lane gave them
firm footing. Near 8020 the troops were fired on from
buildings by four or five machine pistols, several
emplaced machine guns, end eighteen to twenty ®iflemen,
This was at 0430; an hour and a half later, while assault
groups werc working through an adjoining swamp to flank
the enemy position, heavy mortar fire inflicted scveral
cagualties, and the battalion commander halted the advance.

The lst Battalion, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel
John H, Elliot, also moved steadily forward through the
night. At 2130 Company A reached the woods at 816202,
Enemy fire was intense and the battalion suffered 26
casualties, including the battalion commander who was
wounded by machine gun fire at 0300. The S-3, Captain
Martin Prevics, took command. There was no contact with
the adjacent unit on the right (the 2d Battalion 414th
Infantry) from 0100 to 0610. At 0500, when the battalion
had moved 1000 yards north of Phase Line A, it received
machine gun cross fire from its exposed right flank. At
0700 Company B repulsed a counterattack, and immediately
thereafter the regiment directed the battalion to
reorganize and hold,

Both battalions had encountercd severe mortar fire,
in some instances from -weapons emplaced in the cellars
of ruined buildings. Anti-tank rocket launchers were
used against these emplacements with good results. By
morning the lst Battalion had advanced 1400 yards, and
the 3d, despite the boggy ground, 1600 yards.

The night advance of both flanks had progressed with
fair success, but the center had been held up by the
heavy enemy counterattack., On the morning

Maneuver of the 26th, General Allen considered that
Toward the division could not afford to commit
zundert the infantry 1n the center sector on the

strongly~defended Breda road, but should
meke full use of artillery there. (6) The 1nfantry,
follow1ng the original division scheme, was to hold back
in the center and push around the flanks.

26 OCTOBER

G-2, Lieutenant Colonel Mark S. Plaisted, estimated
the total enemy strength on the division front that
morning as seven normal infantry battalions with an
averege strength of 200 to 300 men each, Probably one
or two more battalions were in reserve. Supporting the
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foot troops appeared to be two brigades of self-propelled
guns, believed to consist of 40 guns esch. Further
possible reserves on the division right flank could
countergttack in the division zone. Weapons employed by
these units included 20mm anti-aircraft guns used as
ground pieces and 88mm and 76.2 self-propelled guns.

From 1 Corps the division had received the direct
support of 68 (British) Medium Regiment of Artillery and
planned to use it supporting the attack of the 415th

Infantry and left elements of the 414th

Second Infantry. Genersl Allen was not satisfied
request for with the emmunition on hand, and that
Ammunition morning sent a telegram to Ninth U.S. Army,

indiecating the urgent need of immediately
having avaeilable two additional units of fire of all types
to accomplish the mission. At 0750 General Allen on the
telephone requested that 1 Corps Commander, if necessary,
endorse this request.

Aerial reconnalssance was to ascertain threats of
enemy counterattack, especially against the right flank
from the vicinity of Meer (9120) in the east and on the
Zundert-Breda roed. On that road the 3d Battalion, 414th
Infantry was to be held in readiness to repel any such
attempt. Three alr missions were requested, and approved:
bombardments of Achtmasl (809219), Zundert, end Meer;
but inclement weather kept the planes grounded.

In the 413th Infantry, where the main effort was to
be made, a regimental fragmentary order on the 25th had
warned all units to be prepared for offensive action on
26 October north towards Zundert. Through the morning
that advance was steady against numerous emplaced positions

The smmunition distributing point of the 34 Battalion
was hit at 0715 by machine gun tracer fired by an enenmy
patrol., Nearly the entire battalion supply of ammunition
was destroyed. However, within two hours a new load was
brought up, and the operation was not delayed.

While the 2d Battalion advanced two companies on
line (G and E), the 3d had three abreast with the left
flank, nesrest the Breda road, exposed. At 1030 enemy
fire pinned down this flenk in an exposed position, and
right was confronted by flet ground which prevented

maneuver. The division answered a regi-
Tanks mental request for tanks at noon, and in
Move In the carly afternoon elements of 147 Tank

Battalion, thrusting in front of the 3d
Battalion, opened the way for further advance, Eneny
snipers in the rear erea of the battalion seriously

S g

S CR BT




pt | ARPDIED
Autnority

By “(\_P/ NARA Dite

e e i i

3 B0 RE T

herassed personnel and vehicles. Among the casualties
was one at the entrance of the battalion commend post.
By 1430 the regiment had reached grid line 22, At 1600
the regimental sector was strengthened and the right
flank of the division protected by the movement into

the zone of the 2d Battelion, 415th Infantry, motorized.

The CP of the 34 Battalion was attacked at 1705 by
a strongly reinforced platoon, At the time the line
companies, several hundred yards forward, were heavily
engaged, However, tanks and the direct support artillery
battalion were available, The artillery laid fire within
fifty yards of the CP., The attack was dispersed with
several prisoners taken,

At dark both battaslions reached Phase Line B and
buttoned up. .An advance of 1200 yards haed been made
during the day with 50 casualties; the regiment had
breached s series of strong earthworks and was in the
desired position to strike at Zundert. The night paassed
uneventfully and gave some rest to the troops who had
been in continuous fire and movement through two days
and & night., The regiment kept contact with the 2
Armoured Brigade on its right.and prepared for the attack
next morning. On this flank the reconnaissance troop
operated between the 413th Infantry and the 2 Armoured
Brigade, gaining no contaet with the enemy.

As directed, the 414th Infantry through the day of
the 26th continued reorganization and improvement of
ite positions under intermittent artillery fire, especi-
&lly in the lst Battalion sector. Only on order was the
regiment to move beyond Phase Line B on which the 24
Battelion was established.

During the afternoon hostile infantry with automatic
weapons counterattacked the right flank of Company A.
With the aid of intensive artillery concentrations it was
repulsed in half en hour. Snipers were constantly active.
For an hour, beginning at 1700, 88mm guns and two guns of
larger than 105mm bore heavily shelled the 1st Battalion
line ond command post. Counterbattery concentrations
silenced this fire,.

At 1650 the regiment was informed by G-3 that there
would be no further movement that night. Throughout the
night all battalions, including the 34 in reserve, sent
out patrols against snipers over the roads and bridges.
A1) lines held securs. At 0500 an enemy platoon was
repulsed from the left flank of the 24 Battalion,

8- o8
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The 415th Infantry (after 1600 less the 24 Battalion)
on the left maintsined pressure and advanced slightly. A
regimental rescerve was constituted of the intelligence
and recconnaissance platoon, the anti-tank company mine
platoon, and the. attached esngineer platoon. The 1lst
Battalion moved 1900 yards north of Phase Line 4, but
meeting heavy enemy mortar and artillery fire, withdrew
somewhat. The 34 Battelion, after gaining 800 yards,
was pinned to the ground with machine gun, machine pistol,
mortar and artillery fire at a point 400 yerds north of
the brick works (794211). The roads in the regimental
arca, in addition to being under encmy fire, were heavily
mined; aemmunition and litter casces had Bo be hand carried
1500 yards.

SEORET

During the night supporting artillery fired herassing
missions on numerous targets, including enemy positions
in the vieinity of Achtmasl (8122). The troops, harried
by mortar and sartillery filre and by enemy patrols, got
little rest. In the 1lst Battolion sector the enemy re-
occupled two earth emplacements with machine pistols to
cause a diversion while patrols slipped into the battalion
line, 1In the 3d Battalion patrols attempted to throw
potato-masher grenades into fox~holes. Through the night
the regimentol lines held firm,

Generally, during 26 October hostile resistance had
stiffened., (7 The small groups with harassing machine
guns and rifles had given way to more substantial forces,
including 75mm self-propelled guns, behind them.

On the 27th very little remained between the division
and Zundert. The principal enemy line had been assaulted
in such strength that in darkness, while

Taking of covering elements were active, the main
undert body had withdrawn and begun the preparation

of new positions along the Veart Canal, six
to eight miles to the north. (8)

However, the rearguard, large in numbers, could be
expected to hold out doggedly. General Allen had received
his requested quota of ammunition, and he made plans for a
strong drive. The 413th Infantry was constituted a Task
Force with the reinforecement of the 385Hth, 387th and 68th
Ficld Artillery Battalions, a squadron of 147 Tank Batta-
lion, the 24 Battalion of the 415th Infantry, and the
104th Reconnaisssance Troop. This Task Force was to con-
tinue the attack with the same assault elements as on the
previous day, the 24 and 3d Battalions of the 413th.
Infantry. The rest of the division was to keep steady
pressure and reach a line at thse conecrete works, north
of grid 20,
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For twenty minutes before the jump-off an artillery
preparation with 105 and 155mm Howitzers and other
guns, laid accurate and punishing firec on the hostile
positions. Numbers of enemy dead were later found, and
the prisoners taeken were dazed. At 0640 the infantry in
columns of companies moved out of the woods and across the
fields towards their intermediate objective, a further
strip of trees ~-- the last before Zundert.

Initially morter and small-arms fire from a chateau
in that strip of trees to their left front held up the 24
Battalion. Patrols from Company F, supported by 8lum
mortars, silenced this fire and brought in three prisoners.
Heavy mortar fire replaced light fire of enemy artillery
and self-propelled guns. Snipers operated continuously.
Both battalions reached the intermediate objective by
1230 and there lost contact with the retreating enemy.
After a brief reorganization the advance continued. A
60-foot Balley Bridge was constructed by the 329th Engi-
neer Battalion to permit the advance of the tanks.

Meanwhile the 414th and 415th Infentries were carrying
out their assigned role, straightening their line by
forward movement in a series of small advances, The 414th
moved into Wernhoutsbrug, cleaning out the custom house
there, Infantrymen of the 415th killed several smipers
wearing civilian clothes under their overcoats., The mine
platoon of the anti-tsnk company removed 40 box mines,
about 4 by 6 by 30 inches, buried level with the ground
along roads. The reconnalssance troop patrolled the vicin-
ity of Meer, destroying an enemy observation post in a
church steeple. At 1830 the troop reported the area free
of enemy.

A planned ertillery barrage on Zundert was cancslled
when it beceme apparent that the reargusrds defending it
had been wiped out. Before dark the 3d Battalion, 413th
Infantry, entered the town to find no enemy., The 24
Battalion closed on the Breda highway north of Zundert.

During the three days following the occupation of
Zundert on 27 October, the division was engaged in pur-
suing the enemy to the River Mark. No

Pursuit large-scale action developed in the period.
28 October The division geined two further attachments:
the 692d Tank Destroyer Battalion (Towed)
and the 555th Anti-Aircraft Artillery (Automatic Weaponsi
Battalion (Mobile).

4% 0300 on the morning following the occupation of
Zundert the division issued the following directions in
Field Order No. 6: Contact with the enemy was to be
maintained by patrolling, and units were to hold themselves

-10- 11
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in readiness to advance either northeast to Breda (9436),
or northwest through Rucphen (7830)., The 413th Infantry,
going into division reserve, was to spearhead an attack
on Breda. 1In preparation for an advance through Rucphen
the 414th Infantry, strongly reinforced as a Task Force,
was to seize that town, while the 415th Infantry was to
protect its right flank,

Task Foree 414 included the following attachments to
the regiment: Company B, 329th Engineer Battalion; the
103d Anti-Tank Battery; Squadron C, 147 Tank Battalion;
the 104th Reconnaissance Troop; Battery A, 555th Anti-
Aircraft Battalion; and a battery of the 387th Field
Artillery Battalion, At 0330 half an hour after the
division issued its order, a regimental field order
directed the units to cross the Holland frontier at 1100
in a column of battalions -- the 3d leading, followed by
the 1st and 2d -- and advance along the Zundert-Ruephen
road., However, at 0845 1 Corps directed the division
not to go to Rucphen but to advance on Breda, Immediately
this information was telephoned to the 414th Infantry,
which changed its plans and at 1000 issued a new field
order., The time for crossing the Hollend frontier was
set back to 1145,

Pursuant to this order, the column passed through
the 413th Infantry et Zundert, encountering enemy in small
groups of two to 1O who surrendered without opposition. A
few rounds of light artillery (probably 88mm) fell on the
troops just south of Rijsbergen (895286), epparently from
Fort Oranjc, 2000 yards north of the town.

ALTERED ORDERS

Then at 1700 the operation was further altered by
1 Corps. The dircctive given to General ALllen on the
telephone was, "Stop your advance towards Breds at Rijs=- -
bergen; you may have to swing north and march on the
River Merk."

The Division Operations Memo No. 2, confirming the
oral orders of the morning, was accordingly changed by an
immediate telephone message to the 414th Infantry, halting
it at nightfall at Rijsbergen. An advance guard was
posted a distencc of a mile and a half to the north.

Meanwhilec corresponding changes had been necessary in
the operations of the 415th Infentry. Starting at 0800 it
had moved northsast through considerable mortar fire from
the woods a thousand yards north of Achtmaal. Our artil-
lery fire and combat patrols silenced these weapons., The
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l1st Battalion passed to the right of the town, and the
%d Battalion, going through it, found it unoccupied.

Zt this time the intention of. the regiment wes to
swing to the right af the 4l4th Infantr; and then parallal
it northwest beyond Rucephen. When corps instructions sént
the 4l4th northeast .instead, the 415th was ordered to
assemble at Biggelaar (843234) just short of Zundert.

It proceeded through a heavily mined area and at
Biggelaar reached the most solid ground it had found for
several days. Until now mines had restricted vehicular
movement on the roads, and open marsh and countless
drainage ditches had prohibited it across country. Now
vehicles could move in comparative safety. The front-
line troops had not eaten a hot meal since the first
contact on 25 October. (9) Of the numerous cases of
trench foot, some hed required evacuation. (10) At the
assembly area the regiment was able to reorganize and
dry out somewhat,

At lest light the 415th Infantry began e movement
north on two routes, Following the latest corps directive,
its obJective was to cut the Breda-Roosendaasl highway
where 1t crossed the left portion of the division sector,

On the right route the intelligence and reconnesissance
platoon preceded the lst Battalion, now commanded by
Major Fred E. Needhem., It made good progress until shortly
before midnight when artillery and machine gun fire held
up the column south of Sprundel (8331l). Four hours later
the battalion mortaers end supporting ertillery (whose
fire was requested from the left route on which 1t was
moving) forced the enemy to abandon his positions.

On the left route a platoon of the reconnaissence
troop was followed by the 2d Battalion in advance guard
formation and the 3d Battalion. For an hour and & half
before midnight the advance was halted while the engineers
removed a road block of trees seventeen feet thick, at
Fulsdonk (842242), Thereafter the column mede rapid
progress to the crossroads at 811285 where artillery fell
on the tall of the advance guard and the main body.
Vehicles moved off the roads and later pushed forward by
infiltration, still subject to mortar and artillery fire
directed by conceasled enemy observers. The foot troops
rcsumed the advance, clearing the route of mines, and
at 0300 encountcrcd snipers 1n SKt. Willebrord (8233).,
Before daylight both columns had reached positions just
south of the Breda - Roosendaal highway.

For the first time in the operations a regiment had
been out of sction for a complete days the 413th Infantry
had remained at Zundert in division reserve.

~12~ : } 4

Pt e e e




i Dii-‘.:i rf\ v qu
Auvtaority N

Ev ﬁ\f/\ ARA T qu—

e s

| —— -

The division had now reached the second defensive
line prepared by the enemy, who had dug in along the
; Vaart Canal., This was held by s force
EEEEEiE estimet ed to be four infantry battalions
continued (strength 1100 to 1200 men), supported
by an engineer battalion, an anti-tank
battalion, s divisional artillery reglmcnt and a
brigade of self propslled guns, The west und of the
line hed given way, surprised by the night operations
of the 415th Infantry, but the eastern uortlon held
Tirmbgse (11

During the night 1 Corps ordered the division to
move five to eight miles to the northwest and secure a
crossing over the River Mark. Two further regiments of
medium artillery, the 65 snd 79 (British) were attached.
Division Field Order No. 7 issued at 0200 directed the
414th Infantry at Standaarbuiten (770396). At daylight
on 29 October both were moving north.

ACROSS TEE CANAL

Just after noon the leading battalion of the 414th
Infantry, the 34, reached the Vssrt Canal at 887304,
Eare, occupying Qtronﬂ positions bullt into the dykes,
the enemy halted the advance for five Lours, The division
put down an intenslive ertillery barrane which left the
defenders dezed, end our infantrymen took several score
of prisoners. Between 1730 and 1900 the volume of fire
forced the cnemy to fall back, The 3d Battalion, gaining
the north bank, nursusd the survivers without psuse.

On the loft the 1lst Battalion, 415th Infantry, passecd
through Sprundel st 0600, inflictins he svy casualties end
capturi ng numerous prisoners, Before 1000 the -regiment
had full eontrol of thc Breda-Roosondasl highway, and the
engmy fell back, offe ing no further close resistence.
However, through the morning, heevy end accurate mortar
and art17lcry fire fell on the 2d end 34 Battalions,
the executive of flnora of each, respectively, Major
Robert VW, Russi and lajor John Tf”V“ﬂo were killed by
shell flwe. The fire cessed when a n“t“ol removed an
observer directing it from a church stesvle,

The mein body of the 413th Infentry remained in
division reserve, moving at darknecs to the vicinity of
Sprundel, The lqt Battalion vent by motor at 0800 to
Rijsbergen and frou there procceded on foot to guard
the division rlght flank., At sround 1600 small-srms
fire slowed, but did not halt, the .advance. At 2000
lead elements cneountered z road block protected by
mgchine gun fire. Battelion personnel who took cover im
the d&i tehes along the red suffered cssualties from anti-
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personnel mines., By midnight the area on the immedinte
right of the 414th Infantry wes cleer of enemy. (12)

Further to the right 2 nlatoon of the reconnalssance
treop, operating northeest of Rijsbergen in an effort to
contact the lst Polish Armoured Division, had replaced
the 2 Usnsdian Armourcd Brigade which wes converging on
Breda. The o stoon found this area held in strength.

Prori the Veurt Cinal, Tadk Force 414 throughout the
night pressed on, covering the 5000 yards to the Brede-
Roosendeal highway. For the most psrt the Germens did
not turn to fight., The operations since the preceding
nightfall had completely destroyed snd overrun the Vaart
Canal line., Eighty-nine prisoners had been teken. Only
one more delaying position south of the Hollandsch Diep
remai ned to the CGermens: the River Mark,

Pursuit to the River Mark was completed on 20 Oectober.
Corps pressed the urgency of clearing mines from the rosd

; net counecting Breda, Etten and Roosendegl.
Io the This work continuecd =11 day, increasing as
RIVeT Mark o ik A : A s

the infan try advance disclosed further rosd

blocks and booby traps. The main routes
into Qudenbosch were blocked by railwey cers hesvily mined
and surrounded by bombs, These mines constituted the
principel haraessing ectivity of the enemy, elthough
occasslonal rounds of mortar and ertille-y fire fell.

In the afternoon the division repidly covered the
distance (varying from four to five miles) between the
Breda-Roosendaal highwey and the River Mark, While a
portion of Task Force 414 remained just north of the
highway, tho 2d Bettalion and Compeny ¢ moved into
position for crossing the river, and reconnoitered unéer
severe cnemy fire from the north benk,

The 415th Infantry advanced in two columns. On the
left route the 2d Bettalion srrived =t 1900 at the
bridge south of Standssrbuiten (770391), Here the advenecs
guard, Compsny L, found e road block consisting of steel
cross-jacks ebout 200 yards short of the bridge, end
drew fire from = mechine gun end several machine pistols
thet - ore protecting the roed-block. As petrols advanced
on the ooint, thsy observed grest confusion aimong the
eneny troops who wers shouting and running =2bout near
the bridge. A few ninutes later the bridge was blown up. .

Close resistance on the south benk of the river at
that point was eliminated by 2030, but fierce fire of all
types from the north benk econtinued a1l night, The men
of Compeny L killed .numerous enemy and took 11 DIl soners,
including en officer, without a casuslty to themsslves.
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General illen, in a written directive to Colonel
Cocchran, desired the 415th Infantry to force a crossing.
that night. At 2100 Colonel Cochrsn disposed his units
between Oudenbosch (7837) and the river as follows: the
3d Battalion near Bennenlous (780383), the 24 just north
of the railroed crossing on Meerdijksche Strsat (790350),
and the 1lst in the viecinity of Lollestraat (790365),
Heavy mortar end artillery fire on tiie 3d Battallion as
it went into position caused casualties of five killed,
19 wounded and five missing. The 1lst Battalion was before
daylight to establish a bridgehead over the river east of
Standaarbuiten, Reconnsissance for it was mede under
difficult conditions. The flat mesdows enclosed within
their surroundins dykes gave no cover from enemy fire,
and the dykes themselves vere heavily mined. Thue the
division, on the night of 30 October, wes in position
to attack the Gemman's best deleying vosition, the river
line of the lisrk.

On the right the 414th Infentry, south of Zevenbergen,

completed a thorough snd discouraging reconnaissance. Of
the two exlsting bridges, one wes blown end

Eirst Oraos= the other damaged beyoned use. Before

sing any equipment could be moved in the ares
25 “___ﬁEfE extensive removal of mines wses nccessary.
4t no point did the apprcach to the water offer solid
footing for the equipment necessary to a crossing. The
rcgimental plan hed been for a simuleted operstion on the
right. When this diversion had sttrected cnemy attention,
the main effort by the 24 Battalion was to be launched
on the left, The division wes edvised of the bogginess
of the pertielly flooded fileld, =anéd ordered that the main .
effort be held up. (13) The feint on the right, however,
was carrisd out at 0400 as planned, and the 24 Battalion
remai ned in resdiness to exploit advantege galned clse-
where on the river.

Before Standearbuiten the 415th nlesnned the crossing
by the lst Battel ion at 793403, 2500 yerds east of the
blown bridge. Division cngineers provided assault boats,.

~t 0630 Compeny », the first wave, crossed the water
under grezing maehine gun fire, Most of the troops clung
to the sides of the assault boats, 0On the north bank a
strip of meadow at water level had to he erossed before
the men reached the cover of thes first dyke. There they
were able to return fire and to some extent cover the
crossing of fupther waves,

A few hundred yards from the scens of the crossing
a German flosting footbridge wes found." It had been
prepared for demolition with Teller mines, but en officer
of the battalion, Lieutenant Neil, cut the wires controlling
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the mines, end the bridge wes seized intact, By 0900
the three rifle companies were on the north side of the
river, end hed pushed the ir thousand-ysrd-wide bridge~
head 1400 yerds across the Standa:rbuiten-Zevenbergen
road. Forward right end left were Compenies B zna Ly
-ith Compeny C in reservs. Through gll this time the
enemy employed mortar snd srtillery fire liberally.

RETRE.T _.CROSS THE MAiRX

It wes lupossible to support the rifle companies
wdequately., There was no way to get the vehicles of the
battalion coross, snd the 8lim mortars could not go into
position for lack of observation end beceuse of constent
counter-battery fire, The sartillery vas unable to
support the troops becsuse  ire communication could not
be maintained. 4ny use of radio broucht down immcdiate
and accurate fires; the efficiency of enemy direction
finders forced radio communicstion to be susp ended
completely., (14) The battalion commendsr requested
air support, but weather conditions did not pernit the
mission to be flown,

Enemy observcrs occupying concealed nositions in
the dykes accountod for the sccurscy of some of the
hostile fire until they could be spotted and elimineted,

It was planned to follow the initisl crossing
immedistely with the 2¢ Battalion. Later the 24 Battalion,
4l4th Infantry wes to move scross the river st the seme
point. These nlens woerae abandoned bocause meny of the
#ssault bosts had besn destroyed, snd constent and heavy
shelling continued, including excecdinzly accurete fire
from self-propeslled guns, (15)

Scattered Germsns remained south of the river, and
in the carly afternoon hersssed the division rear st
various points, ineluding as fer south as 825375. There
a8 patrol in sone force sttempted disruption of en artillery
position, employing = machine gun, machine 21stols, and
a ortar. Compmy F 414tk Infantry, with = platoon of
mschine guns of Company H, undertook the protesction on
the south benk of the base of the crossing,

At 1600 the enemy counter-sttacked the bridgehe ad
vith srmor accompanied by infentry., Six nocdium tanks
encircled Companics B snd 4, end overrunning their
positions, fired into the men's foxholes., Further assault
boets werc urgently requested fronm corps, but vere not
immediately available., (16) 1In thessc circumstances, and
with neither supnort nor reinforcaicnt possible, the
rifle elements could not waintaineg the bridechad, They
alone in the corps ssctor were north of th- river, subjsct
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to the concentration of all the available German rcsSources.
The chence of violent surprisc hed been lost,

The decision of 1 Corps was to withdraw the 1st
Battalion, 415th Infentry, to the south side of the
River Mark, ené to plan a coordinat ed corps atteck within
8 day or tro. The Corps G-Ops, Colonsl Butler, teluphoned
this directive to Generasl .llen,

Following the division direcctive, at 2210, Colonel
Cochren, commanding the 415th Infentry, ordered the 1lst
Battalion to withdraw aeross the river and reorganize,
the withdrewal to be coversd by the 24 Battolion, The
l1st Battalion made an wrgent reouest for litter bheercrs
to assist 'n evacuating the wounded from the sdvanced
positions.

Major Fred E. Needham, the lst Bettalion commander,
end Ceptain Felkins, a Battery Commender of the 387th
Fleld artillery Battalion, with & reinforced piatoon from
Company I commanded by Sergeant Scott, advanced with
additlonal bezookes and ammunition in an atternpt to
provide anti-tenk protection for the withdrawal of
Companies A and B, ubout %500 yards north of the i ver-
bank the relief perty encountered an en ey petrol end
machine gun fire. while engaged in repelling this matrol,
Ceptein Felkins wes killed., The relisf perty was unable
to reach Compenies 4 and B, but essisted in evacusting
the wceunded,

The withdrawal continued throughout the night, end
“hen reorgenizc-tion wes effected, the battalion had lost
66 wounded end 121 nissing, The heroism of officers and
men of the lst Bsttelion wess outstanding., (17)

Up to this point the division hed suffered casualties
of 81 killed, 323 vounded, and 135 missing; 450 replacenents
had been received. Prisoners hed been taken in the number
of 280,

The day =nd evening of 1 and 2 November were
occupied in vlenning end ore paring the coordinated
corps attack on the river line.
Second Crossing Compeny F of the 415th Infentry
of the Mark end machine guns of Coupeny H susrded
the German footbridgs. There wos
very little enemy =2ctivity. For s day survivors from the
bridgehead of the lst Battalion continued to meke their
way back across the river. (18) The 413th Infen try sent
four 3 man patrols reconnotiering on the north bank.
Division artillery leig hie 2vy concentrations on Standsar-
buiten =nd the ro=d fron thet town to Zevenbergen, The
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eneny determinat ion to hold the river line ties disclosed
by the steterents of )riSonﬁTS the £ 200 renlzceents
errived in the szree 30 October, and thet troops in the
line vier: threatened vith force to rexsin snd fight to

the last uian,

On the afternoon of 1 November s conference =t
Roosendacs ]l vas stiended oy Lieutensnt Generel Crocker,
llajor General Besrker, 49 Division Comnander, and 1lsjor
Generael ~nllen, They discussed pisns for an etteck on
2 Novenmbpr., (121

S e
P L SENRR )

On the night of 2 November the corps nein effort
vias $o be mede by the lOéth vivision in the wvieinity of
Stancaarbuiten. It i:as then to devslon its operstion
end secure Zevenbergen, and esuploit its attack vit hin the
division boundesries es r‘=r 28 the River azs. The meln
aggault vas to be at 2100; st 1200 there wess to He o
subsidiary f1vbr lonary atteclk in the =res of Zuertendurg
(82540)., 4¢ w~ivision wes to sttack at = pnahrirtely the
sune tlae esg uhg 104th. The l1st Polish ..rioured Division

=

was to withdrsv the suell bridgehesd it hed stﬁa;lghad
on the rizht of ths :¢¢tn Infentry, snd rek%e an effort

ferther to th & esst; not, hovever, in conjunction with

tlie ©.8ain corns a2sseult.

4t 0200 2 November the Civision issued Field Order
No. 8 specif ying tie plen. The 4£13th Infantry wes to make
the .eln effort - est of Stendsarbuiten; ths 415th Infentry
was to renew its crossinss: esst of the tO“n vhich 1t
ould ssize. The engineers drenared to u:ﬂsa ruct &
nine-ton Flo=ting 3ost mouijdment bridae =t Stendesrbuiten
vhen £ bridzehead was esteblished =nd lster trrow =cross
g Balley 3Bridge with = cenacity of 40 tons ihe “414th
Infantry vizs to wake only s feint snd be re
follow over the crossings establishsd by the other Te: 1ients,

1

Through tiie esrly hours and day of 2 Movs nber, oetrols
sné. eeriel reconnzisssnce jrovided inerecsing 1m¢orm"tion
of the situetion zhezd. .t 0300 a patrol of the 41%th
Infantry brouzht back two osrisoners rron ths north bank
onnosite thes suger factory 2t 781201, ~rtillery slsnes
reported road blocks, barbed :ire, sn encuy observation
Jost in a steepls, freskly cug foxholss north of Standsar-
buiten, snd nun®rous czchine szun sositions. .t 1200 zir
observer  deteruined thst zneny snemy emplzce.ents ' ere
unoccunied.

To 2;111Py tle s=poearance of the
Infsntry, durinc the sfternson 100 me
hesdrusr ters recp schelon 2nd = squsd
" ise unoccupied :oved into zsseudly
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regientel sector. Lfter nightfell tiey ~ere ithdrsvm
Py Anfaicration,

3y 2000 the =sszult bettzlions were in ~osition, z=nd
& prevezratory ome~hour bsrrrge by Givision =nc coros

=t

srtillery begen. The attesek Jumnea off on tiue,

»b Standasrbuiten Compeny X, 415th Infsntry was on
tie north bsn< in 20 minutes, fisktine in trz tor n.
Concurrently on the richt Compsay 3 erossed st ths soint
: of ths Torier brid@gehzed, =nd within sn

SCTrOSs the Four n=¢ cut tle Stendearbuitsn-Zevenbergen
L.E8TK road, sucilfering three czsuaslties., Compeny

defiolloved unscdistely oehdnd, .t thet tine
construction vegen on the bridge, under recistered eneny
artillery fire. At 2230 Coumoeny K revorted centurins
scverzl Gerusns snd findinpg reny éead in Stande>rbuiten.

On ths left ths R2d Battalion, 413tk Infantry, crossed
the river in &sseult boats in 25 winutes end *ere auslting
through the dermess towsrds Kreek (770415). 3Behind
followed the lst Bettelion, which coupleted its crossing
3t R189% ;

In both regiientzl scctors close opposition was only
.oderzte. Inforie¥ion frou srisoners of iar thst the
eneny was 2gsin withdrawing ki= nsin “orcs »roved correct.
he delaying forces left by the snany g3dezred to be
thoroughly disorcenized by the dlvision srtiliery »rejerstior

dovever, Lostils worters snd sartiilery Gid continue
to be sctive, Both onemcé fire on ths lecading cleionts
of the «l3tL Infeniry, but feilszd to halt tisir sdvance.
wt 2300 the .ssistent Livision Comiander, 3rigadier Gen-ral
3rysnt L. lioore, who wes with th: regiment, sdvised
cont nued sdvance to Xrsek and Dayond.

Construction of the FBE bridge proceeded with diffi-
culty. Llortar and ertillery fire on it was extremely
accurate., it 0115 1t was completed snd work begun on the
Bailey bridge. ..t 0315 one bay was knocked out of the
FBE bridge by enemy srtillery; it weas repaired in half
en hour. The engineers' ettempt to complete the Bailey
bridge continued under further shelling., The 3d Battalion
Commander, 415th Infentry, instituted 2 search for =
possible eneny observer. Two were found, directing the
fire by radio, conceasled under zn abutiient of the old
demolished bridge.

»t midnight leading elements of the 413th Infantry,
Compenies G end F, passed through Kreek. On tris road they
encountered a2 force of six enemy tanks, “hen ertillery
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fire was laid on the tanks they turned back. Tiith some

difficulty, the regiment meintsined telephone communication

with forwerd units, and the sdvsnce was closcly coordinsted.

an hour and thres quarters behind the 24 Battalion, the

1st arrived at Kreek. .t 0620, the 1st Bsttalion resched

& planned objective half way to Nordhoek (784430) and

sent patrols into that town. In a counterattack from

Nordhoek at around 0900 Lieutensnt Colonel Cellins R.

Perry, commanding the 24 Battalion, was wounded slong

with several other men. Lieutenant Colonel Thomss F.

Neilson took command of the battslion and repelled the

attack with the aid of artillery. i
The crossings of the 415th Infantry hed proceeded

with equel dispatch. 4t 2120 Company X wes cleaning out

scattered enemy from Standsarbuiten. .t snother point

the 2d Battalion, sterting across st 2100, within an hour

hed Company G firmly estride the Standaarbuiten-Zevenbergen

road at the oxpense of only three cesuelties. At that

time Company E was crossing. Standeerbuiten yielded

several prisoners and wany enemy dead,

At 0100 Compeny G faced four tenks end morter and
machine gun fire. The compeny withdrew far gnough for
supporting artillery to lay fire on the position and
agaln advanced.

.t around 0900 Lieutenants Fox and Squires and
approximately 65 men of Companies . and 3, still holding
their advanced positions north of the

survivors river, were passed through by the 24
Rescued Battelion., They had retained these posi-

tions since 0900 31 October despite enemy
tank, artillery snd mortar fire. In addition the group
Lad been under severe friendly ertillery fire. They had
Subsisted on turnips and sugsr beets found in the viein-
ity. The officers and nen mainteined superior discipline
and morale, and by expert use of cover suffered minimum
casualties during the time they were separated from the
battalion.

From positions immedistely south of the river the 24
Battallon, 414th Infantry, supported by fire the attack
of the 415th Infantry,

During the morning the reserve bettslion of the 413th
Infantry, the 3d, crossed to the north bank of the river,
completing the movement at 1120,

Before noon of 3 November it was egpparent that the

German line of the River Merk had been finally broken. (20)
No further nestural delsying positions remeined to the enemy
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south of the River llass, The task before the division
was one of prompt and relentless pursuit. Through the
day hostile artlllery fire became lighter as the eneny
withdrew his heavy equipment to the escepe route across
the bridge at lloerdijk. The 88s and self-propelled guns
left behind employed hit-and-run tectics, at times
concesling thelr firing positions in haystacks.

North of the River lark the terrain is lower and
more barren than to the south., There are no plantations
of timber, and such trees as line the roads or surround

farm buildings are sparse. The small

Pursuit to mershy meadows lie at sea level or below
the River and are surrounded by secondery dykes snd
\aas canals eight to 10 feet deep. Roads

traverse the country on the larger dykes,
These are about 80 feet wide and 12 feet high with occa-
slonal buildings constructed partielly within them. In
the cellars of these buildings the Germans emplaced
machine guns, using the upper portions for observation
posts, L4t bends of the dykes emplacements, commanding
the roads, had bean carcfully constructed and canouflaged
with sod., Sone of these were dug in vertically; others
extended horizontally right through the dyke. Elaboraste
systems of communicetions trenches connected the positions.
Preparations of this scope, executed with sueh cere,
suggested thet the enemy meant to hold the ground nuch
longer then he did.

48 he retreated he liberally sowed the restricted
avenues of niovement with veried types of mines and booby-
traps. Numbers of the latter were improvised from beet-
roots. The sugar-beet harvsst hed just Yeen gesthered,
and the ground was littered with scattered beet~roots.

To mine these 2n anti-personnel charge was inserted in
the center of the root. Two wires, each with a small
green ball on the end, protwuded among the leaves gt the
top of the plant. JAny movement of the root which caused
the two balls to touch detonated the charge,

across this bleek, forbidding, mersh-riddled plein,
intersected everywhere by the obstacles of csnals end
dykes, and swept by high winds penstratingly cold, the
pursuit continued for three days and nights.

% 2oon on & November, vhen it was clear that the

firmly estabiishicd briuﬁvk ed Droviced a sultéble bes: for
further operztions, »lans for those to begin © 1000 the

next dzy - ere issusd to the units in verbal orders., (21)

In the Zieantime the 413th Infantry v:s directed (by a

telephone coil from Genersl willen to the regizentsl S5-3,

Ceontain Cherles /. Fernsld) to meke 2n immzdiste oush to
strziskten its lines by occupnyins Nordhoek vith nicht n-trols

to nress on to Zevenbersen. /
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Interrogaetion of =z »risoner teken by the 413th
Infazntry I\?vael”a that the Geornens wsre prepering =
countersttack in the vicinity 793446, This =ttsck
wWas broken up by sertiilery while it - es forming, =n
gxsnples of Lows birouch CE600 nommunications, grtiliery
Suooory-¥rs8 Of vital laportance in the campeign in
keepinz the enemy disoersed. (22)

In thc =ftcrnoon sdvance of thic reginent, the 1st
snd <d 3Battallions rccclved consif ereble artillery,
wechine gun snC uworter fire. Neverticless, by 1830
J0th battalions kad resched their sssiined objcetives.
During the Loy the regimncnt took 103 »nrisoners =nd
killed = L-rger nunipsr of cnemy with losses to tiemselves
of cisht killed and 116 *ounded. Tho division casusltics
cor e dey . cre 1] h141uu, 164 viounded, 2nd four nissing,

One hundared thirty-two »nrison:rs v.ers tsoken.
o

The oral ordsrs lssuszd esrlier in the dey were
confirmzd at 2100 in Field Order No. 9., The 413tk end
413th Infentries riere to atteek z2breast st 1000 with the
nission of ssizing s lins runnine throush Xlundort =nd
Just south of Zeveunbersgen., From tiet lins the 414tk
Infentry vas to continus the aeck 2t 1410 to cut off
Zevenbergen froi: the north.

48 the vosther wus promising, rb‘.cl, by 21ir on
Klundert and Zuv enbergen v.ere 'rrpn zed

During the e~rly hours of the mornine 4 November o
40 to 30 mesn countersttack 1'zs lsunched hy the eneny in
front of the lst Beottelion, 413tk

aAneLy Infentry, and the lines reccived siall
Tenocity aris, mortar end mechine gun fire. The

countersttack wes repulsed, sgain with
the =1d of srtillery.

LT 0800 the reusinder of the 34 32ttealion, 415th
Infentry crossed the River liark by the Gernsn foot-
bridge near 2ochlust (795402) end went into positions on
the north bznk ovvosite thet vills ge, rerdy to 2ssist
the edvence of the 24 Bsttelion,

48 pl=nned, the division = tscked 2% 1000, beginning
¢ gonersl cdvance " hich extconded 2000 yards to thu d=y's
objeetives. On the righ®t the 415th Infantry asssulted
" 1th one bzttelion, Comneniss I end F fori-ra,
battery of tre 355th .nti-lirersft LSl lery - fProim
nosi tlouu just soutk of the river, suggortua the bettel ion
by flanking Tire elons = Gyxe. The intellicencs and
reconnzisssnce ;L“toon, securinz the Ilght flank, -put
severcl mechine zuns out of action, end thien, at 815416,
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a stronzg point east of the so-cslled "0ldest 3team
Pump™, became involved '‘n @ see-saw seblon which lested
through out the dey. Compsny I moveod up to the assistance

of the platoon; mut could ot 2t once overcome th: position.

By noon the 2d 3=ttelion h=d resched the interrediste
objective midvay bet een Klundert and Zevenbersgen.,
During the =2fternoon the 1lst Battslion mowved into
Stendaarbuitsn, ~m =2t 1820 Compeniles E, F =né G were
in complete occunstion of the regimcatel objective
facing Zevenbergen., A4t 1¢50 Cowpany I requestzd
srtillery firs on the stron: polint cest of the Qliest
Steem Pump, 2n¢ lster, in the derkness, closed in =nd
by Lend-to-hand battle érove the eneny from his bunkers.

On the left thc advaince of the 413th Infentry
“ith t':0 battslions sbreest (the lst end the 3d, which
had passed througk the 2d) »l: oe& it 2t 2000 in positions
immediately before Klundurt. eevy rﬁ51¢t51cﬂ vices et
and. thrown beck by the 34 3ﬂtt 1ion which throush the
dey was Lﬁrassed by °Jlf -arovellsd zuns snd tanks.
=rtillery fire, directed fron the bettslion observetion
Dos ts, dispersed the tenks =2ndc caused the =asily to
gvecuate & nuuber of «un positions. Hovever, ’eehi
this dispersion =nd svscustion Lie furious onnosit
inflicted the he:=viest cesuzltics tle racient ked
suffored sinocs entering corbst: 322 killed, 21Z +oundzd

4l missing,  The resl tnt took 125 T

te

ion
2 ’

o origoners of jiar,
lemwhile thoe 414th Infentry h=d moved scross the

bridge at Dtﬂ;'m.rbdlt@n in coluxn of besttslions, the

3a 165uln, foi;o ed by the 1st and 24. Lt 1600 the

reglient passed t.orou’h the 415th Infsntry on the

Zevenbergen-Klundert rosd snd, mgeinst rodsrete resistancc,

continued to the position north of Zevenberecen fron

vhieh 1t could eut off the to'n.

Generslly on the division front the aneny self-
propelled guns #n¢ tenks ren leote erally back and forth
across the front, opersting singly or

Tank in psirs, sw0¥1n' inti ez te knowledrs of
Tactics suek routes =s the terrsin offered, One

' German tnank was knocked out by = direct
D1t frox division artillery st 7974423,

Durlnt the dey bpitfires of the Royel .ir Force
made. effective ettacks on Zevenersen, 8 SUgeT factory
at c38455, Klundbrt, Zendbers (818452), =nd nechine
gun v»ositions,

Livision casualtiecs in tiis day of ruéuntluss
pursult and blBJuT fighting by ;.ums.ielay¢ng slerients
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totalled 44 ki dy, 252 wounded, snd 42 nissing. The
srisoners of the Garna1 reer fusrd taXken Guring the doy
renported thet they k=4 striet orders to holé their

25t
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Du“in; the latter deys of October diseussions hed bsen
k ~1th e revrescalrtive of G=3, First U. 3. iray, con—
ce 1nh Drobable use of the 104th Infentry Division in
the vicinity of ischen, Gerasny. (23) 0On & Noverber a
teleoran wes rcceived from the First iLirany to move there
' 88 Soon =8 relcéesed.
«1th this ove in .uiné, plens for 5 Noveuber ceslled
for the 413th sné 415%th Regilusnts to conteln, respectively,
Kluncert end Zevenbergen, The 4l4th Infsntry vss to
continue the stteck to the north, geoi :ing objectives on
the «6 grid lia: and sending Hetrols aortk to the River
igas.,

Durins the nisht 4-5 Moverber the division eontinued
to g2in sround in the nicht operstions ~hi thxoushout
the camnsign hed wroved s suceessful. T th Infantry
vithout jesuse continued to drive aorth of Zevenbergen
tiirough Zsndberg to the ssfuery of the River lleas,
and Compeny I, 415th Infantry, sdvenced “rom the strone
noint zest of thr 0ldcst Steem Pu D

st 0800 the 24 Bazttalion, 415th Infantry noved on
Zovenbergen in the faee of scattered resxstﬂﬂcc, vhile
the 3d Bsttslion czme up on the right., .ut 1500 one
company of csch battelion conve :reed on the to n from
the vest end the southw st to ths left ena richt of the
cenal. No infentry traoos were cneountered on the vay,
mines son in the vicinities of 830450 and 840460

sed, The tom wrs unoccupied. 5t 1800 ths tvo

sed on thelr assizned obgvotlves.

t.u =

IMeenwhile the 34 Sattalion, 413th InF"ntrv e S
securing the division f.ank on ths M_'l fors.ing the
lefs oo&nc,ry, P 1th Compeny & under sons .nu¢4=.ﬂrtar fire,
"G the Zd 3zttelion containing Klumdsrt from whrich it
Vs racelving some sclf-prosslled sun fi:a. At 0700

e 1st Bsttslion sttecked to the noTth, tovine rsaifly
2% Pirst eg-inst only suzll erms fire. ot 0900 wh

€. reschecd its objective Zwanonhoef {802454)
end Compeny 3 wss on ¢ts~c>3 setive 1000 ye=rds to the
vest, both came under ¢ rtiller ry fire They belisved this
‘28 froiri 56 British Sricsde on th: luft Upon investige-
tion thc 3rigads Lisison Officer confirrizd tre sourece of
Bhe £1irc. (p4) dagagtmunt of the nosit ions of thz
troops =nd the firing of the srtillery was accomplishza
"ithout cssuslties,

28



i nre 1 n ﬁlq
{ Avtnority ‘ J_N |

O ! By F\M\_\[\A Diete aq_‘_

~8 vlanned, the re-iment held on its nositions for
the remzind r of the day, terminating the combst nmission
of" tii2 regigent .n the Eolland campzien.

€ weather cont inued col. =zn6 unsel!tled vith strong
he troops of the 414th Infantry, who hed been
sdvancine since 1600 the Jrevious day,

Qoposition drove on 1n deylight itiout peuse. Self-
Dininishing propelled guns vhich 1 ent into action

sgeinst t«J“ fyon time to time vere
ouiclly brousht under artillery fire. At roon » minor
tonk sssuult from the vieinity of 876476 wos ﬁuickly
repulssc, Otisr sheuy sctivity wes princinslly rarsssing
fire frou .schine gans. Spesrhesd g*oupc of tie lst snd
20 Bette lions, L14%h Inf.Atry, sronptly =ssasulted thzse
positions, anc «s one g8 wiped out, resced on to tre
next, Unfer this constent sres sure, zccomdanied by
coatinuous fire froa division sntil Lerv the enen
withdrew toverds lberdijk. By uld—vlctrnoon anemy ermor
h=d censed its *ctivity; zpr2rently the self-oronelled
guns end tanlks heoé boen destroysd or evscusted, (25)

.]_..F

4t 1615 patrols of tha let Battzlion resched the
shiores of the estuery of the iiver lees.

ime the lloerdijk bridsze wes so closely

2t the Germsns could no lonrer risk le~ving

Lhrestensd ths
it intact; in tborourh JSob of derolition they ble out

the tihrse csnter syans,

Ths on the evenin: of 5 Tovenber, with the cle=ring
of the division zone north to the River Mess, the mission
of the Uivision viss completed., Hox eyer, on tnnt e’ ter-
noon coros qul nzd to the division the =2dditionel
iission of as: stluﬁ the lst Polish Armoured Divie ion to
sccure ioerdijk (8549)., The 2d 3attslion 414tk Inf: ntry
and it s cowbet teem srtillery, the 386th Bat valion, vare
to cerry .ut tiis tesk, vhile the éivision less fhase
elements .oved to Ger_any. The 413tk Infantry hed
already cownleted its ission, .t 0800 on 6 Noverber
the 414tk Infmtry was nulled out of its nositions =nd
vent into essenbly aress in the vicinity of Quéenbosch.
t the closs of the campaizn, out of an essicned stren-th
of 3092, the regirent hzd sn affective strencth of 2852,
Casun ltics Led been 92 :illed, 446 oundzé ané 99 missing,
.» totel of 221 prisoncrs had boen czptursd,

On the -ight of 5-6 Novembsr .msricsn and 3ritish
supporting srtillery of the Ty Group Roysl Artillery
level ed. the ton of Loerdi jk and the anorosches to the
bridges ac:o0ss the River was S
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On 6 November the 2d Bfttalion, £14th Infentry,
pusied forw-rd until it reached s point 4. thin 1500
yerds of Moerdijk. Here it was held up by constsnt fire
froii the vicinity of the tovn. 4 cenal just southwest of
Glomine the battslion position wae brideced by ths
e nlatoon of the 22¢th Ensin-ers sunportins

s il the battalion znéd =nti-tank *eupona Weres
%Eﬁﬁﬁiiﬁ brought seross. The 286th Fleld ~rtillery
; Battalion fired Zeny missions, cffectively
silencing <nenmy aorfers., &t the close of thc day pressure
ves oelns nainte np% on loerdlijk from ths southwest by
div is ion troops, snd the 1lst Polisk ..rmoured Division
weg peving up on the town from th: south,

In the evening Gensrel 4illen ordered Colonel Tousrt,
commending the 414th Infentry, to remain ss comwender in
the action magsinst loerdijk, (26) Ee instructed
Colonel Tourart th_t hu was fiee to use his own judgenent
es to -hs ther to avour to move phirsicslly into
KOQrdlgh, or *L_tu;r (Vo) assict the Poles by .sinteining
constent nressure. (27) Ee also informed him that the
co..bat team forces uaulﬁ be relizved not later then 2100
7 Novenmber by the IZssex Brizede of 4¢ Division the 2d ‘scent
unit on the lsft. J@ﬂu¢dl Allen then left for ~2CLEN,

On 7 Foveibsr, »rior to thils relisf +vhiok was
=ffected as plﬁnn:ﬂ, the 2d 3attalion 4l4th Infentry ed-
vanced =zmother 400 yerds intec ths outskirts of loerdijk,
kere, vith the bridge destroyead, = nd tle fer. doomed
eneny troops still holding out in »illboxes, the 104th
Infantry Division took leave of the Holland ceipaign.
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Lotes in Conclusion
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During the uol¢ﬂnu corthalign the division suffered
total cagu ltlu% of 1300 officers snd men. Of these 179
were killed, 856 wounded, and 365 missing. (Of the
mi851t5 an officer snd 3L men were later---in Decenber---
recaptured by the British.) Replacements received by
the division viarough 7 November nunbered 1117.

In addition to lerge numbers of eneny killed, 658
prisgoners of wir vere taken, .lhese prisoners, including
the officers, statec that Germen casuslitlies had been
veiy highe They said thet U, S. artillery fire had
given then their worst experionce, and ©thazit the vactics
employed by fmeiricen crtillery were fer more effective

-

then enything they had encountered in hussia.

according wo the bLivision G-5, hajor T. S. Caw-
thornb, the Holland Undcrgxound “Delta®, and ¢lso the
local hed CUross, proved nos useful and reliable, 4an
infentry reginment ¢lso ﬁtatcc thet "Delta" wee very
cooneravive, giving information oi uhe locction of eneny
troons, mines, mobile arvilleryv enc i1adio stavions.

Cn air supporv Major Genei.l xllen ilede the 1ollow-
ing statement: "During our iscent ope: rations vivh the
British in idolland, our rir sunoort system worked very
efficlently. I have within ny division an sir staff
comvosed of =n eir swi’'ort narty DIflGL;, G=-3 air, G-2
bll, ﬂrtlITbIV elr, cnd cngineer sir, to sclect reiuner-
ative alr targuts en¢ to coordinste end control air
migsions. On onc occesion, nn enemy strons noint was
hit eifecuively by 36 fighter-bombers within L2 minutes
of the tim¢ the nission wes recuestec. 'Yhis close sup-
nort ensblec the division to suvence far enough to con-
trol the divigion xzone sgouth of the ises Iiver, follow-
ing tho crossing of the kark Livexr.!

On 7 Novirber o commendstion ol the 104th Infentry
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Divigion was written by Licutvensnt Genersl G. G. Simmonds,

cormending the ¥First Conadisn irmy, It wes forwiided

by ¥icld lerehel liontromery Lo whe Commending Genersl of
the wvielfth ariy Gioun ¢nd “henct o the division.
Genercl Simsonds vrote in nori, “Once uvhe 'Lilbervolves!
ot theilr teeth into the Boche they showed wre-t dash,
anG british end Cenccien troows on thelr flenks cxbressed
the ¢reates. s@uiration for their cours G DG envausiasm.
« « » Relavions have beon most cordial, and we have
rocelved the UTilos: cocperatien irow Gsnerel hllen, his
staff, endé all commenders. I @ goriy tash they =re
leaving us snG feel surc that whoen they vegein mect the
poche sll hell csunov stos the Timberolves."
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l. kajor Leo A. Hoegh, G-3, 104th Infantry Division, to
Lt. Kline at the division CP, 28 October 19.4l.

2. 'Urenscrint of a telephone conversation, General Crocker
to General Allen, 250855 October 194lk.

3. Memorandum, General Allen to the Commanding General,
Ninth U.S. army, 25 October 19L..

L.. Trenscript of a telephone conversation, Genersl Crocker
to General Allen, 250855 October 19Ll.

5. Transcript of a telephone conversation, Colonel John
H, Cochran to G-3, 10,4th Infantry Division, 251935
October 194L.

6. Transcript of a telephone conversation, General Allen
to Colonel anthony J. Touart 260830 Ootober 194k,

7. G-2 Periodic KRenort, 1OLth Infantry Division,
27 October 19iLL.

g+ 2 Ebilids

9. After Action keport, L15th Infantry, 29 October 194L.

10. Ivdd.

11. Intelligence Summary, 1O4th Infantry Division,
29 October 19LL..

12. S-3 Feriodic Rewnort, LlhLth Infantry, 29 October 19L4.

13. G=3 Journal, 104th Infantry Division, 31 October 194ilL.

1hk. S=3 Periodic Report, 415th Infantry, 31 October 19L.L.

15, Arter Action Report, 415th Infantry, October 19QLL.

16. G-3 Journal, 1O4th Infantry Division, 31 October 19Lk.

17. After Action Keport, 104th Infantry Division, October
aegi e

18. S-3, L15th Infentry, to Lt. Kline at the regimental
CP, 6 Novewber 19LL.,

19. After Action Report, 10Lth Infantry Division,
October 1941,
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Lt. Colonel Mark S. Plaisted, G-2, 104th Infantry
Division, to Lt. Kline at the division CP,

3 November 19LL.
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Capt. Charles W. Fernald, S-3, L13th Infantry, to
Lt. Kline at the regimental CP, 9 November 19LL.

nscripts of various telephone conversations,
ovemper 19LL.

After Action Report, 104Lth Infantry Division,

November 19LL.
See note 22,

G-2 Periodic Report, 1OLth Infantry Division,
5 November 1944,

After Action Report, 1OLth Infantry Division,
November 1%4lL.
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BATTLE OF CANALS

Operstions of the 7th Armored Division
27 October - 7 November 1944

INTRODUCTION

At 0718 on 27 October the Germen Army launched a
vigorous attack against the 7th US Armored Division
guarding the right f lank of the British Second Army
in Southeastern Holland. For three days two powerful
Germen Panzer Divisions clashed with the 7th Armored
Division in an attempt to force a diversion from our
drive on the Scheldt Peninsule to the west, or to cut
our lines of communication and supply along the Hollsnd
sallent towsrd Arnhen,

On the morning of 27 Qctober elements of the 9th
Panzer Division began the attack against the town of
Meijel, Holland. When our efforts to counter his thrust
hed failed, the enemy, who had reinforced himself through-
out the day with additional armor am infantry, leunched
a second atbtack to the north and west from Meijel. By
this time the reServe of the 7th Amored Division was in
position and prevented further substantial geins. During
the second day of the attack the enemy was content to
hold dawn our forces while he built up his strength by
the eddition of & second division, the 15th Panzer
Grenadier. On the third day the eneny sgain struck
vigorously to the north and west from Meijel. To the
north he penetrated the line to cepture the town of
Liesel but was unable to clear the main rosd from Meijel
to Liesel, while to the west he attempted to overrun our
forces astride the roed to Asten., By a firm stand in
both sectors and with the invaluable sssistence of the
artillery of the division and attachoed British units
the enemy attzck was contained.

On the third night reinforcements arrived, and the
sector of the 7th Armored Division was cons id erably
ghortened. Two days ls ter the arrivel of additional
British forces still fur Lher strengthenced the front.

On 2 Novenber the div ision on s narrow front struck

back at the enemy to renove him from = pert of the territory
he hsd gained. TFour days of pushing brought our troops
almost to #ie limited division objective, but the final
assault was to awailt the parsllel attack fr-m the nor th,
Once sgain additional British units were brought up and

the 7th Armored was able to return to the Ninth U.S. Army,
its mission of contezininz the Gemen s along a wide sector

of the British right flank Heving been successful,

S R.Cc R T . Egﬁ
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THE SITUATION

October, 1944, was a month for consolidetion and
preperetion for the Allied forces. A prime prerequisite
for any lerge-scale push into Germany was the shortening
of our much-extended supply lines. The lightning thrust
of the British armored units to the north in the latter
Wzeks of September had caught the Germans off gusard;
Antwerp had been captured before extensive demolitions
could be effected, Here was the needed link in our
supply line. Antwerp, one of the larzest ports in
Burcpe, was close to our northern flank end could be put
into operation with & minimum of reconstruction,

The German wes not to relinquish his erip on this
prize without s stiff fight. His trump csrd was control
of the Scheldt Estuary, the approaches to the harbor. It
was essential to remove the enemy from this srea. Units
for the mopping up operation were drawn from the western
flank of the Holland selient end concentrszted in the
Antwerp sector,

The plan of action outlined for the month of October
called for the'7th U.S, AFmoed Division to protect the right

flank of the British Second Amy during

Division the Scheldt operation, (1) The command-
mission ing general of the 7th Armored Division

ordered the division to establish a counter=-
reconnalssance screen and maintain contact with the
Belgian Brigade on its right flank, end to be prepared
at all times to comnit the bulk of the division against
any serious thrust the enemy might attempt in the sector
from Deurne to Weert, (2)

POSITION

The division front in the latter weeks of October
was as follows: on the north, Combat Command B (CCB)
held two bridges across the Griendtsveen cansl (7018)
in the center, the 87th Reconnaissance Sguadron patrolled
24,000 yards of the Deurne and Nord censls from east of
Liesel to the canal junction immedistely to the south of
Nederweert; and to the south, Combat Commard 4 (CCA)
patrolled 10,000 yards slong the Wessem csnesl to the 90th
east-west coordinate, On the extreme right (south) flank,
the Belgian Brigade, attached, held a sector south
along the Wessem canal to the junction with the Meuse
River, and then south to Ophoven. GConbat Gomuand R (CCR)
was in division reserve et Astern. The total front extended
about 25 miles,
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The defenses of the 7th Armored Division along this
canal line, were oredicsted on the fact that the Germsans
held the crnal line, snd were dug in on the east bank of
the canals The 7th Armored defenses consisted of a
series of outposts ranllng from 800 to 1500 yards west
of the canals. In sdme cases these outposts were as much
as 800 yards apesrt. During the day notorized patrols were
sent up and down the road net parallel to the front, and
at night foot patrols wer: pushed to the canals whenever
possible.

The terrain in the entire division sector was
extremely flat., From the ememy banks of the canal
observation for 1000 to 2000 yards was not uncommon.

Much of the ground wss swampy, and at almost no place

in the sector were tanks able to maneuver off the msin
roads. The net of usable rosds wses qulta limited inso-
far as tanks and srmored vehic les were concerned. Obser-
vation was coinfined to church steeples or tall houses,
and these landmarks were the object of heavy fire in any
contested zone.,

It wes in the cenal arca of the Deurne, Asten, Weert
line thqu the enemy hed elscted to maintain a brldgehead
across the Meuse Rivem He had chosen well, for to his
rear lay Venlo, the key to the Ruhr Wa]lej. As long as
the enemy could maintain a brldgehead to the wast of the
Meuse, he remained a threat to our vital lines of com-
munication. Thus did hc hopc to hold down forces which
we might use elsewhere. (3) In this way he planned at
least to postpone the dqy that Allied troops would thrust
another wedge onto German soil., (4)

I.I.J.E .liTTICACK

During the second and third weecks of October, little
more than routine patrolling occupied the troops in the
7th Armored sector. However, for some
Prelude days prior to 27 October, Germen asctiv-
ities were intensified along the front,
éspecially in the sector of the 87th
Reconnaissance Squadron. German patrols were sent
against our positions, civilian reports of strong
German tank and infantry concentrations filtered through
the lines,and on 25 QOctober meny of the citizens of
Meijel uvacuatcd the town on the word of the burgomester
who simply said it would be well to leasve. {(B) On 26
October enemy tanks end vehicular movement were heard,
artillery was more sctive, and civilien accounts of
strong German concentrstions continued. (6) But as yet
no confirmstion was available of German troop movements
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into the sector, Bad flying weather had grounded most
of our planss. The long nights and wooded sreas to the
east had offered the enemy ample ovportunity to conceal
any substantial movemsnts. It was known that the bridge
at Venlo remained intact despite repeeted serial attacks.

(7)
THE FIRST DAY

The morning of 27 October was cloudy; a heavy
fog limited visibility to about 50 ysrds. At about
0610 hesvy enemy shelling commenced

The enemy along that portion of the division
~ atfacks sector held by the 87th Reconnalssance

Sguadron, Our troops in the area im-
medlately were alerted to expect an attack, A par-
ticularly strong concentretion was dirccted asgainst the
town of Meljel, headquarters of Troop C¢. At 0710 there
came a lull in the firing, and at about 0718 a German
officer of the 9th Panzer Division stood up about 40
yerds east of tho defensive outposts sround Meijel and
shouted orders. At his command, enemy troops estimested
at company strength, stood up and began the attack, (8)
Concurrent asttacks were launched ageinst Troop 4 on the
right or southern flank of the squedron sector and against
Troop D to the north, The latter thrust centered around
Neerkant and Heitrak, 3But the mein thrust that first day
was against Meijel.

Troop C of the 87th Reconnsissance Squesdron held an
8,000 yerd z2ons of the division sector. The three recon-
naissance pletoons outposted the froat with nine posts,
each having from six to eight men, a machine gun, and
in sone cages e mortar., (9) Meijel itself was occupied
by the troop headqusrters platoon and & platoon of two
assault guns.

During his berrage the snemy hed mansied to pass
between the outposts without detection. Our troops in
Meijel held their fire as the enemy advanced until he
was within 30 yards, Then sll the defenders, including
assault gun squads, opened fire at point-blank renge.

The first and scecond wsves of the enens except for those
few men who were sble to filter around the flanks, were
almost all killed or wounded. The third weve =zdvanced
throwing hand grenades, over-ran the local outalosts,

and gained the houses from whers the y opened fire with
small erms. Meanvwhile the flank platoons had been called
in from their outpost positions, but i

heavy enemy fire the troop commander decided to withdrsw
and save the vehicles. Ths northern flank platoon was
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cut off from the main body of Troop C but managed to
circle around and Join forces with Troop B the squadron
reserve, as 1t moved forward,

The attack against the Troop D outposts to the north
centered around Heitrak, Neerkant, and Hof., The first
assault against Neerkant was 3topped by our small arms
and artillery fire, Capt. William Rau of Troop D
Pzquested artillery and it was brought down 100 yards
in front of our defensive outposts., When this assault
was repulsed the sttackers angled to the north toward
Heitrak to join in that thrust. There, the enemy was
hit by the assault guns of Troop E and his attack stopped.

To the south In Troop A sector, the third enemy
thrust was made., Like the other attacks this one was
preceded by a hesvy artillery barrage which centered
chlefly at Nederweert and the banks of the Bois le Duc
Cenal, The enemy was attempting to isolate our troops
from their support across the canal., Immediately fol-
lowing the artillery concentration, strong enemy patrols
consisting of from 25 to 40 men came toward the first
and third jlatoon defensive outposts. (10) But the
mailn attack was apparently directed against the troop
headquarters in Nieuw-en Winnerstredt., One of the patrols
wag led by a civilian, Another group of the enemy in-
Tiltrated throuch our outposts in the guise of American
and British soldiers, (11) Two sections of the third
platoon were cut off by the patrols and were not heard
from again, (12) The first platoon was also surrounded
but managed to escape through the Germsn ring. The second
platoon withdrew to consolidate its position on line with
the remainder of the troop,

In a concurrent demonstration thrust into the sector
of the Belgian Brigade, the enemy penetrated imbo the
town of Thorn, but was driven back across the canal with
losses of 33 prisoners of war, seven wounded, and three
killed,

The enemy had utilized surprise to the meximum to
pierce our count er-reconnaiscance screen and establish
a foothold on the west banks of the canals. He had
successfully brought 1afentry Iin stren.th across the
canals under the protection of the heavy berrage, had
captured the town of Meijel, and was in sufflClent force
to meet our counter-thrusts. (15) Ee was ready to con-
solidate his position and build his bridges for further
action,

At the squadron CP word of the snemy attack was

received st 0720, Troop B, the squedron reserve, was
immediately alerted and sent forward under the oommand
e
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of Major Charles .. Cannon, Jr., Squadron - Exccutive
Officer. About one querter of a mile west of Meljel
the ms jor met snd stopped
The Reconnaissance Troop C Reorganizetion was
Squedron thrusts back stsrted st once, and when the
& Squadron Commander, Lt. Colonel

Vincent Boylen, srrived ,preparations were completed for
a counter attack on lisijel,

At 1010 our forces launched s dismounted attack
toward Meijel with Troop B on the south and Troop C
on the north of the Asten-Meijel road. Four ssssult
guns were in support, The colonel walked dovn the
middle of the roed saying "Come on, God demn it! these
dirty bastards can't hit you., Keep moving. I want 1o
kill some of them." (14)

After a short advance Troop B reached the edge of
e woods Jjust west of Meijel, and was halted by the
hesvy enemy fire from the ton. Troop C was screened
by buildings end was able to push ahead.but upon
realizing that both flenks were open, lst Licutenant
Richerd D. Montgomery, Troop C,0,drew besck on a line
with Troop B., Heavy e¢encmy small arms, automatic weanon,
artillery, and morter fire held our forces at this point,

Shortly after the repulse of the first sttaeck, the
light tank company of the scuadron srrived, With its
arrival a second attack wass orgenized, B and C Troops
moved forward in their ssme relstive vositions, One
platoon of tanks was sent wide to the left to provide
flank security, one went down the road and then paeled
of f to the left in direct supvort, and the third platoon
followed dovin the road in Jocel reserve, Some prisoners
were teken by & tank of the flanking »nlotoon se our forces
moved forwsrd, The tank gun jemned, and the Germens
recognized 1ts plight and refuced to drop thelr prencdes,
A tommy cun was fired at the feet of the prisoners, but
they remalned adamant. (15) 4 tenk from the second
platoonwas sent over to take the »risoncsrs beck, but it
was hit in the rear by what was thought to be berooke
fire, Fire was clso directed sgeinst the tanks on the
flank, and three of them were knocked out in repid suc-
cession. The remeining tvo tanks of this plstoon pushed
into the woods and wers not sceen sgein, "hen two ad-
ditionel tanks of the second nlatoon were Lit by snti-
tank fire, the attack collapsed and the troops fell back
to the line from which they had sterted.

Five ten-man bazooka tesms -

ere then orgasnized to
make a coordinated attack with the

‘_':;
remaining tanks,
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The five teams headed for a hedgerow north of the rozd
and to the vest of Meijel. They menageG to resch the
objective, but before the men could dig in en snti- -
tank gun opened fire snd knocked out two of our tenks.
The remaining tanks withdrew, leaving the dismounted
men to face the heevy fire being directed at them. The
men retreated in di sorder. (16) Our first counter-
thrust had failed.

Meanwhile the commanding general ordercd CCR at

0730 to move out to renel the enemy. Companies 4 snd

C of the 48th Armored Infentry Bauvtalion
We reinforce (AI Bn)were dispstched et 0812 to an as-
our 1ines sembly area to ewalt further orders,

ConcurrentLy Task Force Wenple, consisting
of Compenies B and D =nd the assault gun pletoon of the
17th Tank Bettalion (Tk Bn), wes alerted end moved to
an assembly position in the vicinity of 682127 to repel
any thrust toward Liesel. At 0925 Task Force Wemple was
informed that 250 Germans were crossing the cansl in the
vieinlty of 710115, Lt. Colonel Wemple was given the
mission of moving his force to the east in order to place
direct fire on the sdvencing G:rmens. He pleced one
medium tank platoon with the third pl=toon of Troop D
87th Ren near Neerkant. 4 second tank platoon wes
glready with the Troop E 87th Ren asssult guns at Heitrak,
and the third tenk platoon of B company wss north of
Heitrak., The light tank compsny (Company D) originally
in general support in the - oods north of Heiltrslk, moved
almost immedistely to provide security for the 440th
Armored Field Artillery Bettellon which was firing from
positions nesr Broek (693099), At 1045 the two platoons
of tenks, which were with Troop D 87th Ren, were in
position firing on the snemy,

At 1200 Coupeny C of the 8l4th Tenk Destroyers (TD)
was attached to Task Force Wemple, ALt the direction of
Colonel Wemple, the company commsnder pls :ed one platoon
of the TD's directly north of Heitrak, the second platoon
astride the rosd Jjunction at 682128, and the third
platoon just south of Liesel. Our forces to the north of
Meljel were, therefore, in position by noon of the 27th
to meet vhatever thrusts the encmy micht make,

Prior to the fellure of the counter-attacks of

Troops B snd C, the com anding genersl had visited their
positions asnd, after talking with the squadron commander,
had expressed the opinion that the town could be reteken
by the troops then committed., (17) He directed that if
the town were not teken by 1300 CGCR would be thrown into
the fight. A4s & precsutionsry meesure the commsnder of
CCR dispatched Company C of the 48th AIBn at 0930 from its
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assenbly asrea, The mission was to outpost 2n ares due
east of Neerkant and guard the northern soproaches ta
the Meijel-Asten rosd. By noon Compsny C occunied a
positlion generally along a susll rosd running in a big
loop off the main rosed from 669096 sround to 680086,

No enemy was sighted in this zone, but et 1330 the
compeny received instructions to send s patrol from
each platoon to investigate enemy strength in Necrkant,

Beginning sbout 1100 the enemy wes szble to bring
into play his srmor. By that time he had constructsd
the necessary bridges to move across
The enemy builds heavy equipment, end he weg beginning
up his strength to build up his forees in enticipotion
of continuing the stteek. At 1112
Troop D of the 87th Ren sighted the first ene my srmor on
the west side of the canal. Three tanks armd other esnemy
vehicles were observed in 'the vic nlty of Foogebrug
(708122)., Our =ssault guns and ertillery engeged these
tanks but apperently they were not nit beceuse at
approximately 1200 sn M 8 armored car of Troop D 8%7th
Ren observed three encuy tanks approzschine its outpost
behind a haystack zlong the Hoogebrug roesd. The anrored
cer alloved the first tank (identified as a Tiger) to pass
its position, and then at s range of about 15 yards, it
fired six shots with its 37mnm gun into the rear of the
tank, The tank was ditclied end the crew abendoned it,
The armored cer esceped up the roed ss the second tank
approached to within 200 yerds of i, (18) At1215
Troop D reported s column of 10 eneny vehic les moving
south in the vicinity of 704124, Two of the vehicles
were ldentif ied as tanks; all ware ingeniously
camouflaged as haystacks. (19) Tank destroyers, assault
guns, and artillery ongeged this colwin, mut results were
undetermined., Enemy artillery snd morter fire developed
after 1200, especially in the vicinity of the roed junction
at 682128, One of our medium tenks wes hit at 1354 by
the enemy in positions south of Hoogsbrug, e again
uessed our fire in the vicinity of ths ene.uy concentration,
and nothing nore wes noticed from thet direction, TD's
fired continuously throuzhout the afternoon on the ares
to the esast of the Licsel-Mei jel ro=d end to the north of
Heltrak, but with und ertermined results. The i Oy Was
observed bringing up machine guns and portars at periods
throughb~ut the alternoon, and several concentrations of
enemy troops were sighted. Despite our heavy artillery fire
the enemy built w. .1ls forces on the west side of the
canal,

By 1630 the ensmy had built up his tank a2nd infantry
strength to ths point  here he was capable of resuning
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the attack upon our forces., Sensing the encmy intentions
Lt. Colonel VWemple had requested infantry support for the
tanks, but Colonel John L., Ryan, CCR commander, informed
him that no infantry was available for tke job. (20)
About 1645 the enemy sttacked both north eand west from
Meijel.

At 1300 the reconnaissance squadron wes still held
up by the enemy flre from Meljel, Accordingly, CCR was
directed to attack and seize Meijel. The plam of attack

was that Companies A end B of the 48th
CCR attacks ATBn and Company A of the 17th Tk Bn

toward Meljel would make the attack, vwith Company C of

the 48th AIBn in reserve., Elements of
the 87th Ren were to provide flank secmlty. Company A
of the 48th AIBn was to flank Meljel from the south while
Company B advanced toward the town astride the roed,
The tanks were to be in dircct support behind the ianfentry.
About 1400 Company B of the 48th AIBn started down the
road toward Meljel with one platoon on either side of the
road end the third to the rear in support. Swamp land
was on both sides of the road and the troops weded in
knee deesp water. Company A moved forward in a wide arc
to the south of Meijel. Shortly before 1600 B Company
fought its way forwerd to a point wherc it met Lt.
Colonel Boylan of the 57th Ren. who expressed hils
haopiness that reinforcaments had arrived. (21) Colonel
Boylan informed the B,Comneny Commender that no enemy had
been sighted glong the rosd to the west of the church on
the outskirts of Meijel. (28) 1In accordsnce with pl-hs the
87th began with draving througr the 48th AIBn to take up
its flank nositions. (23) BHowever, as the mesin body of
Company B rounded a gherp curve in the rosd, it ran into
concentrated machine gun &nd small arms f ire dirccted
down the road and on eacl side of the advancing forces.
Thus ended our thrust to recover Moljsl.

The enemy force attackling vest from Mesijoel joined

battle with our forcse 'woving cast on the rosd toward

The encmy Meljel.  Two 3§a;¢'tanks Wwere sent down
Tencws Tt the road tow:.rd Company B of the 48th AIBn,
Zttack To the I‘ne tanks swung off the road behind the

West attacking echelons of Compeny B one tank
on eech silde of ths rosd., This mancuver
cut off abhout two squeds from cach nlsztoon.
Some of these men vere able to rejoin the comneny as it with-
érew to the west, but meny of twem vere lost. The company fel
beck about 1000 ysrds on the road, cut the Germsn tanks con-
tinued thelr push forward spouting fire et the withdrawing
company. The suoport nlatoon of Company B had dug in
on the side of the rosd to the re:r of the sdvencing
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platoons in order to cover the approaches from the south.
The remainder of the compeny withdrew to this position
and also dug in to the right of the rosd. From thesc
positions Company B was sble to placs considersble fire
on the advencing infantry, Forward obscrvers celled for
heavy artillery concentretions, snd the enemy advance
vas finally stopped. The troops were able to hold this
positlon for the night.

To the south Company A of the 48th AIBn nroceeded
to the edge of a woods south of Meijel (696069) whore
it also ren into heavy Germsn tank and infantry fire.
Two Germen tanks headed directly for the comnany CP
and began to blast it. A runner came back to the third
platoon area and very excitedly told Lt. “lells, the
platoon leader, that the compeny commender, Lt., Allen,
had becn killed and the CP destroyed. The licutenant
established a perimeter defense around a small group of
trees., Lt., Allen subsequently arrived at the perimeter
positions, but because of wounds turned the company over
to Lt, Wells. (24) The enemy tanks continued to fire,
and the company was forced to move back to & house in the
vicinity of 688063, (25) During the nisht the Germens
moved around two sides of the house, and when Lt. Wellsg
heard a large patrol on the third side, he declded to
move the compeny back still further, One of the men
who spoke German put a pistol in the ribs of a3 civilian
and told him to lead them to the Meijel-Asten road. (26)
After weding throuegh the swamps for most of the night,
the remainder of the company finally arrived in the
vicinity of B Company where they dug in,

the enemy attack to the north from Meljel wag first
reported by outposts of the 87th Ren at about 16485,
Enemy tanks, closely supported by infentry,
The enemy moved up the roed toward Neerkant and scored
stti1kes north a hit on one of our tanks., When our retur-
ning fire bounced off the front of the
cenemy srmor, our tenks withdrew. (27) The sadvance of
the enemy cut off the third nletoon of Troop D of the
87th Ren end a pleatoon of Company C of the 48th ATBn which
hed been sent to the vieinity of Neerkeut to guard the
apbillery for the night, Lb. George webb, & Company C
platoon lesder, had just arrived in Ne rkant and was
talking to the crew of a btank when an NS armored car Pule
led up alongsids them. The commander ennounced that German
tenks were coming up the rosd from the south towsrd
Neerkant., & quick reconnaissance revealed that at least
three tanks (thougslhit to be Yigers) wers avproaching fol-
lowed by supporting infentry in column. (28) By taking
his platoon through diteches andé scross swamps, Lt., Webb
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was able to extricate his men from the German lunge.

Before the end of the night his pletoon wag once more

back with its company. The enemy tank column, which

?tt?cked at this tiue, was spproximately twenty strong.
&8

As the Germsns advanced to the north from lMeijcl
the reconneissance squadron estsblished 2 new line to
the north of Heitrak, The platoon of tank destroyers,
which had been in Liesel during the sfternoon, was sent
to this new line to assist in the defense. By 1730 the
enemy had crept toward this rnew position and was firing
on our lines from renges as close as 200 ysrds., Our
tanks and TD's fired wlth everything they hed, and
ertillery was celled for GOHtlHUQle Meny enemy were
seen to drop and the attack was stopped. 30)

Beavy enemy grtiliery snd small arms fire was
received throughout the night, and enewmy »netrols were
extremely active. By moving the tanks hﬂd TD's from time
to time during the night, the enemy was kept confused
es to their locstion, Sever:zl patrols ﬂlosclv avpros ched
our positions. One TD conumender ncard a nearby Cerman
call out; "Surrender my company. (1) Local security
for the tanks end TD's was grovided by the few dismounted
troops that were available from the security sections,

To the south the enemy thrust toward Nederweert had
made some pProgress dwring the day, but no major effort
appeared to be expended in this direction, Troop A of

the 87th Ren bore the brunt of the attack

Southern dur ing; the day until 1701 when Task Force
ThTust Nelson, cous isting of Compeny C 40th Tk Bn,

g plestoon of Compnany A 8l4th TD's, end a
platoon of infentry from Comnany A 38th AIBn, srrived at
the bridge across the Bois Le Duc (613052). During the
night the nletoon of Company i 58th »IBn, the remainder
of Troop A 87th Reconnaisssnce and Troop B 87th Recon-
naissance (withdra n from the Meijel sector) were in
line elong the Horik-Meijel road, but the tanks remsilned
on the west side of the canal. (32)

4t deys end, the 87th Reconnalssance Squadron which
had withstood the initial shock of the sttack was sub=-
stentially reinforced by CCR. The enemy

Results of e d been successful in pushing large
first day forces of infantry snd tanks across his

bridgehecad, but hed been unable to expand
beyond the Meljel-Heltrak eres., He did, however, occupny
a favorrble vosition iIf he were inclinsd to-.-continue the
attack the following day. (33) Hstimated snemy cesualties
were 45 dead, 115 woundsd, and 47 cantured, Our losscs
for the day were estimated as two Llled 51 wounded,
end 47 missine.
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Conferences between the commending general of the
7th Armored Division and Lt General O'Connor, Commeander
8 (British) Corps, were held on the after-
Plans noon 27 October. By mid-afternoon the
second Germen thrust hsd made plain the
intent of the enemy to pursue his sggres-
sive poliey in the sector of the 7th Armored. To counter
the enemy force, now firmly established across the bridge-
hesd, it would be necessary to throw in more troops than
were then available to the divislon, Almost ths entire
force of CCR had been committéd during the day. GCAL
would have to remein in position to gusrd against a thrust
in its direction, end CCB was committed in the bridee-
head sector, The most reedily svallsble force was CCB,
within easy distence enié on the flank. accordingly ~the
corps issued an order relieving CCB of its responsibility
in the Griendtsveen bridgehecad sector slong the Deurne-
smerike road, The right flank of the British 11 .irmored
Division was moved south to include the sector formerly
held by CCB. At 272045 the relief by the British was com~
plete, and CCB moved to assembly positions in the vicinity
Rinkveld-Leensel-Liesel preparatory to attack the next day.
The division issued onerstions instructions at
272100, The asssigned mission was to sttack and seize
Meijel and drive the enemy from tho division zones. The
attacking forces werc to include GOR, CCB, and Task Force
Nelson of CCA. CCR was comwmosed of the 48%th LB 8
platoon of medium tenks from the 17th Tk Bn, Troops B
and C of the 87th Ren, & platoon of engineers, and s
blatoon of tank destroyers. CCB sbsorbed Task Force
Wemple, and had in additjon the 23rd .LIBn and the 3lst
Tk Bn. CCB was to establish liasison with the British 11
srmored Diwision on the north. CC4, with the excevtion
of Task Force Nelson, wes to continue its present hold-

ing mission. The Relgian Brigade wss to do likewise.

dnemy potentialities were still not clearly deter-
mined. buring 27 October definite identificetion was
made of only one company of the 9th Panzer Division.
Other units, consisting of sn assortment of paratroop
and ground force elements, were still sctive on the
front as far as could be determined, (34) .lthough the
enemy was capable of reinforecing his strength in this
ector, 1t was decided that he was not yet strong enough
to withstand our coordinsted ssssult.

Our foreces were in control of the two major roads
converging on Meljel. Our attacks were of nece sity
focused down these routes becauss of thd extremsly swanpy
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terrain, Tanks were capeble of opersting on the main
roads, but could not meneuver off them any great distence
wit hout becoming bogged down. While the sky was cloudy,
visibility was good.

The plan was for CCR to attack dovm the Listen -Meljel
road, to seize and hold the southern portion of Meiljel,
and to secure the line of the Deurne and Nord csnals in
its assigned zone, CCL was to attack across the Boils le
Duc canal to seize that portion of the Nord cansl in its
zone. The main effort was to be made by CCB, which would
attack astride the Liesel-Meijel road, nass through Task
Force Wemple which would hold in its present positions,
end continue on to Meijel to seize the north portion of
the town end secure the line of the Deurnc canal in its
zone. H hour was to be 280700,

The attacking force of CCB consisted of three
companies of the 23rd AIBn ani tvo companies of the 3lst
Tk Bn. The scheme of maneuver adopted by the commanding

general CCB wes for Companies A and ¢ of

The maein the 23rd LIBn to vroceed astride the road
effort toward Meljel with Compeny A of the B3lst

Tk Bn in immediate support; while Compen y
B of the 23d LIBn, Company ¢ of the B3lst Tk Bn, the
assault gun and mortar platoons of the Blst Tk Bn, a
platoon of TD's, end a platoon of engineers branched off
the main road at 682129 end attacked south-ast al ong
the Hoogebrug road to destroy the bridge the eneuy had erec-
ted across the cenal. Company D of the Blst Tk Bn was to
remaln in reserve in the assembly asrea. (Company B of
the 3lst was still in division reserve, )

The attacking force moved out et 0700 as planned.
The dismounted infantry was disposed on el ther side of
the road with Comnany . on the left, Company C on the
right, and the tanks following, The forces progressed
about 1000 yerds to Slot by 0815 agalinst little more
than licht artillery, some sortar, and a slight amount
of machine gun fire, At Slot tho artillery fire noticeably
increased in intensity, especislly to the east of the
road. In addition considerable smell arms end automatic
fire was directed at Compeny 4. The fire beceme so ine
tense that the company was stopped., with some Gifficulty.
Company A disengsged itself from the eneny and crossed
over to the east of the road behind Company C. After
passing the rosd junction “here Company B branched off
for the canal, Company 4 was once more able to cover its
assigned zone on the left side of the roed, and the
advance continued,
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By 1400 Company C on the right had resched the
outskirts of Heitrak, and had dug into position to
awalt the arrival of Company A. Mortar, mschine gun,
and artillery fire directed from the flank against
Company L wes extremely heavy. Those rounds which
didn't lend in the Company A sector went over into the
Compeny C sector, At 1400 General Hasbrouck, the CCR
commander, ordered the suspension of all offecnsive
gctions. (35) Company C was drawn back on the high
ground to its resar on line with Compeny A efter a
temporary gap between the companies had been filled
by the heavy machine gun and reconnaissence »letoons
of the battalion hesdquarters,

Meanwhile the force heading for the canal &t
Hoogebrug immedistely ran into hesvy ecnemy ertillery
end mortar fire, The enemy had o planned concentration
for the road junction at 682129 which he laid down eny
time troops attempted to pass it., A4s the force moved
across the Junction, the snemy fire was so intense
that the pletoon of the 814 TD's, which wss to oprotect
the left flenk of the advancing force, was unable to
see the road junction 50 yards away. (36) Enemy
machine gun, smell srms, artillery, and morter fire
increesed as the force sdvenced, Soon direct fire
weaons were brought to bear on the tanks which hed
gotten slightly shead of the infantry, end in & short
time five of the tanks ware knocked out., (37) Lt.
Whiteman of Comvany B called for s rolling barrage. Tho
infantry followed the barrase¢ st 100 yards. (38) The
barrage moved forwerd 600 yards, Our atteck progressed
600 yards, Then the heavy enemy fire forced our troops
once more to dig in., They held in those nositions for
the rest of the dey, Conglderable enemy movement was
noticed to their front, and much artillery fire was
called for,

Concurrent with the mein thrust down the road
from Liesel to Meijel, CCR was to push down the Asten-
Meljel road, The ettacking force was to consist of
Companies A and B of the 48th AIBn with Company 4 of
the 17th Tk Bn., Company C of the 48th
Qur secondary AIBn wes to be in reserve, but was not
thrusts relieved of its flank mission until 0500,
Consequent 1y it errived too lste to
receive the gttack order, and it set up defensive poitions
astride the rosd. With it were several tank destroyers
and a pletoon of tenks. The attack by GCR was never
launched because of the strong snemy nressure to thefront.

In CCA sector Task Force Nelson wess directed to
attack to the south and east on order. An atteck
started but mede little »rogress. The forces were
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successful in pushing to the vicinity of Forik. Positions

wore established slong the Horilk-Meljsl rond.

Germen forces lodged in K,ijul began to indicate
their zggressive intentions early in the day. To the
west of Meljel the enemy appesred to he

The enemy content with holding down our forces.
counters His benks patrolled the Meijel-.isten

toward dsten road end in addition forces of infantry
with mechine guns and nortars covered

any attempts by Compenies & end B of

the 48th AIBn to move. Company A observed seven eneny
tanks which were firin: in all directions. 4t periodie
intervels the tanks simed rounds down the straight romd.
(39) COR requested on air mission on the column of
tanks end smoke was fired to mark them for the Typhoons.
The attack was cerried ocut. One tank burned san® three
others were seen burning. (40) Enemy pressure remeined
strong throughout the day, but Companies .. and B of the
48th were able to h‘lnt“ln their positions in the viecinlty
690078,

Further east a Germen force sttempted to outflank
the positlons of the 48th 4IBn by movineg eround to the
north., Around 1000 a force cstimated at 65 cncuy bullt
up to attack the positions held by Troop C 87th Ren,

This onbmy.fo“ ce wes blested back by artillery fire and
assault guns. At 1600 enother determined thrust was

nede against Troop C and Company C 48th AIBn. The second
pletoon of Troop C held positions slightly in advance of
the other two pl-toons. The encny flanked these nositions
on both sides and then charged. The heavy rortsr fire

had caved in the foxholes of the men end tbrown girt

into almost all of tho weaopons, With only s rew weanons
functioning and the enemy on both sides, the platoon
lezder, Lt, Charles A. Robertson, Jr., ordered his men

to 1'“thciir aw to a diteh between the first and third

Dla toons vwhile he covered their withdrawal with & memchine
gun, The lleuuelqnt wes wounded but continused firinge

and the men successfu 1y vithdréW. The licutenant wab

not seen again, and thks oletoon retir~d prg* the nositions
of the othsr twe platoons. The eneny continued forward
and was rtlally sucecessful in pene trating our lines.
Our tanks engaged the advancing emor rnd one of our
mediums was knocked out, another demesed, and the other
two abandonec until tijhtfall vhen they were rescovered,
(41) Despite tils penetrstion the eneny was not able to
exploit his advance because of the considerable artillery
fire which wes plsced on his sositions.

Enemy thrusts north from TIeidnl drove Troop D 87th
Hen out of 1ts cutposts during the morning. The troop
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withdrew to the vicinity of Liesel. Brenmy infantrymen
with morters and mechine guns were observed advencing,
The eneuny and were teken under fire. The church
Toves Toward Sveeple at Neerkant became an enemy OP
Tie ol gntll_tank_artlllery.and ™ fire chopped
= it down. But the main eneny pressure
wes brought to beer on ths flank facing the Deurne
Cgnal,

Company B of the 23d AIBn and suppor ting tanks ran
into strong enexy opposition as they evproasched thc cenal
down the Hoogebrug road. Apparently the enenmy intended
to use this route to atteck our forces on the nde ke
His attacking force met with ours and was driven back
slightly. The eneny then sttempted to circls to the
north of our force, cutting between them ard Liesel.

Tank destroyers engaged some of the enany tanks and
%nocked out two withthe loss of two of their destroyers.
42)

The assault nlatoon of the 3lst Tk Bn, which was
guarding the left flank of Comnany B, 234 AIBn, spotted
a column of Germen tanks. The nlatoon knocked five of
them out with the loss of only one ssseult gun. (43)

The hoavy artillery concenbtrations celled for by
the forward observer with Company B hel ped stop the
enemy advence, At dusk Company B of the 23d was giv en
an arder to withdrar 500 ysrds along the Eoogebrug roand
in order to shorten the line between its forces and
those along the road to Meijcli., TEven vith this shortened
line, our defensive positions w.ore dangerously thin. The
gep wes plupged with dismounted troops of tho 814th TD's,
Troop D of the 87th Ren was sent sround frow Liesel to
£ill the gep along tho right flank of the CCB sector,
and 1t outpos ted betweon Company C of the 234 '4IBn
and Compeny B of the 48th AIBn. Thus the lines ware
somewhet consolidcsted, but the territory between the
mein body of CCB to the north of Foltrak #nd Company B
of the 23rd AIBn on the rosd to Hoogebrug pvresented &
dangerous wedge which if suploited by the eneny, could
result in severing the GCB forces., (44)

At the close of tho day OCR forces had held their
ground, but were in & precsrious position becsuse of
strong enemy infiltrations on the north
Results of flank end #long the Meljel-Lsten romd.
seccond day CCB forces vere dug in defensively elong
a8 broad front, and had generally contained
the Germen *hrust from Meijel =nd sround
its north flank. Howsver, it wes knawn thas the gneny
was 1n consideradle sitren th to the esst of cur linece
elong the FKoogebrug rosd.
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Enemy casualties for the dey were estimsted at 100
dead, 150 wounded, snd 71 cepbured, For the same period
our casualties were estimsted to be nine killed, 45 woundcd,
and two mi:sging., (45)

There wes more eir sctivity on both sgidecs. Six
missions were flown in the sector on division call,
and three niore on corps call, Tanks were hit five
times, bridges three times, gsnd Meijel once, Results
were generully unobserved bbcﬁd e of dust kicked up
by the 60 pound rockets of the Spitfires and TyphOQHu.
(46) German planes in their first eovpesrsnce in this
sector bombed and strafed nositions of our troops in
the Asten area. Dams.e end csasualties were inflicted
on the landing strip for the artillery licisonplanss

THE SECOND NIGHT

At 281600 enemy strength wos still calculeted to
consist of the 9th Panzer Division plus miscellaneous
units previously holding in the =rea, The commending
general believed that the enemy forces could be driven

back, The 25 (British) Field Artillery
Our plans Regip nt was now in support of our troops,
and one brigede of the 15 Scottish Division
was moving to the vzc_nlty of Vliierden-
Asten, fecordingly ths d1v1 slon issued onerations
instructions dirccting thet the sttesck be continusd in
the morning. CCB was to seize and hold Mielel end secure
the line of the Deurne and Nord cenals. GCOR was to
consolidste end hold its present positions and then
cleer the enemy from its assigned zone, securing the
line of the Nord cenal in its sector,

By the end of ths second dey, ¢lements of the
15th Pangzer Grenadier JlV““lOﬁ were cngaged on the

2

division front, Enumy tenk strength

German across the bridgehesd wes estimeted at
plans from %0-30 tenks, end oprisoners stated

ig
thet there vare song 76 tenks with thoe
attecking forces. (47)

Evalustion of the rcnson for the Germen thrust was
revised as a result of thz identificet 1 n of this second
eneny division. A4t first 1t had be.n thought that the
enemy attack was a diverslon to release pressure on the
Tilburg-Hertogenbosch ares, Buch e diversion might be
accomplished by a division which could bresk through
our screcn and disrunt our defense in the sesctor. But
with two divisions available and committed, it was
logical to presume & larger g

Lo |

¢l. 4 probaeble explsnstion
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wes that this was an ettemnt to rcestsblish = firm
bridgeheed scross the Meuse sround J“plo whieh, if
reinforced and meintained, would threet:n our llHPS

of communication and for“° us to shift our forces to
thiis bridgehead befors any other ma jor O;feﬂSqu could
be launched. (48) It might furthersore be Presuned
That the enemy was hopeful that if he could msintain
aurprwse in his esttack, he mi; bt be capsble of forcing
a ma jor breakthrough MPch coula be cxploited into g
counter-offensive to cut the Holland corridor or at
the least recapture Eindhoven. (49)

During the night the enemy further indicated his
aggressive 1ntehtlons by ineressing scti L. vity along both
CCB and CCR sectors. In the GCR sector enemy tanks in
lorge numbers were heard on the Meljel-usten rosd,
artillery fire was very i intense, nnd patrolling wes
active, The forces of Comns niec A end B of the 48th
4IBn observed or heard cdditionsl Cernan infiltretions,
They were soon swsre that epeny troops were on three
sldes of thew. lord wss sent beek to b= ttalion lwsad -
quarters where Lt. Coloncl Chappuis hed received nermission
from Col Ryan, who hed talksd to the generasl, to with-
drew his troops before they were completely cut off, Lt.
Tucker, the battalion mutor off icer, voluntesred to lead
a four-man satrol to the positions uf Compeniecs A =nd B
end gulde them hack to t‘u b ‘ttallon CP. & box barrage
was to be fired to screen the withdrawal., TLt. Tucker
end one men were succsssful in reaching the forward
positions, and at midnisht the compenices began the with-
draval. Lt., Tucker led with the two companies in single
file behind him., (50) 4 breask occurrsd in the file,
and Compeny B with some of Comp eny 4 found itself with-
out & leader in territory known to Dbe oceunizd by the
enemy. Guiding on ths flssh of ths friendly ﬁrti?] B,
two burning houses, and s burning haystack, this latter
group struck ofr ;uross comntry to return to the pattallion
CP. Both sections were suce: *ﬁuil3 wi thdrawn, snd b¢fore
davin were dug in bebISTV positions. Compeny A dug in
on the right fla of Combany C, 2nd Commeny B wsas dug in
behind the two for*&v elements, (51)

A8 the enemy JTUSSQT"

Degan to incresse during ths

early evening of the 23th =nd his intenti Were e~

uuuluutud it bescamc apperent thst eneny
Revigion of potentis ‘itius for the next day wers ex-
our olans tremely favorasbls to the s~ttack. In
P e — i 4

a dition to the Sth Pmzer and the 15th

gy
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i
Panzer Grenadier Divisions on our fr
Corps hed recently estzblished headg
and the 116th Panzer Diviszi d
vicinity of Steinstrass = 1

the XLVII Panzer
Ps in ;::lo,
i\'d 'n Eu_u




The commending gensre]l of CCB in evalusting his

nosition found thst the loss of 10 to 12 nmedium tanks

had so weskened his foreces that an asttack in strength
would not be possible, If he attecked towsrd the bridgo
et Hoogebrug he would need to reinforce his effort by

e medium tank company and a company of infantry, That
would lesve the southern sttecking forcec with only one
infentry compeny and 9arst of a tank company. 4Lny etteck
to the south would present long flank to the encmy, (52)

In the light of this informetion the division
revised its orders et 282100, and dire:ted all forces

to consolidnte and hold their present 3051t10ns.

THE THIRD DALY

During the early morning 29 Octobher, enemy activity
throughout the sector wess merked by agersssive patrols
end intermittent artillery fire, Lis-

The eneiy tening vosts heard coneidorable novement
attacks of enemy vehicles 4t 0410 a guard ot

the vehicle pork for CCB in Lissel hseerd
recked vehicles moving to the west., Golng to another
guard, he asked him if he noticed the noises, but the
second guerd replied: "Oh hell, its the British." (53)
Hoviever, at 0715 Company D of the 17th Tk Bn, vwhich was
screening directly to the east of Liesel, renorted 150-
200 eneny troops, sccompanied by four tanks, svprosching
from the east, The tanks were very possibly those vialch
had been heard et 0410, To the south in the scetor of
Couwpany B 23d [LIBn,sstride the Hoogebrug qud, & “tronﬂ
onemy petrol advanced in the dark snd set firc to the
barn in which the company CP wes loce ted., Guided by tle
fire the German troops attecked, The fire nrovided ths
necessary light for Gohgany B to lay down a hanvv volume
of machine gun end smell arims fire on nLa edvanecing wave
and columns of enemy., Lt »blt gien and th: for ard
observers called for artillery snd nortar fire to be
piaced on the enemy, Nwyerous ,usu“lb;a were inflicted,
and at about dswn the enemy retrseted to e row of trzes
to the eest of our dofensive positions

N
i
W

doubls stteck sgsinst our
tack wos e lued 2t Lsten up
nTORE Wes directed towsrd
wesh to isten or north to

The eneny was lsunchin
defenses., One »rong of &
the Meljel rosd, snd the
Liesel, and could eithar |
Deurne. Subssquent svent: %lo ed that his scheme of
maneuver called for & flaniking thrust et Liesel to cut
off the defending forces along ths Meljel-Licsel road.

4]

r the pre-dewn atteck sz

& Hoogebrug rosd, an eneaw
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sighted turning off the rosd from the Hoogcbrug bridege
on to a smell road leading to Liesel,

The attack The turning column was hit by machine
against gun firé from our positions sbout 1000
Llgsel yards away., In addition our artillery

placed a concentration on the enany.
The enemy column was split in two parts, end the con-
tinued artillery fire prevented them from rejoining.
(54) The enemy formation continusd glong the rad to
Liesel., Our light tanks, screening to thz ecest of
Liesel, engszed the enemy, but three of our tanks wers
knocked out by the Germsn ermor. The rest of the tanks
were forced to withdrew to the north. 0¢B in Liesel
was hastily alerted for movement, and the CCB CP &nd
motor pool were moved to the west, leaving the town
for the German force., By 0840 the Gemmene had roesched
the outskirts of Liessel. (55) At 0900 the bsttalion
commaender of the 23d AIBn was informed thet his battslion
was cut off from the rear.

The enewy hed hit herd from the flenk snd hed
achieved an c¢lement of sursrise by the use of back roasds
which our tanks had been unable to utilize, Gene ral
Hasbrouck asserted thet the wide treads on the “aernesn
tanks materiully reduced the ir ground pressure, shd
allowed them to utilize roads over which our tanks could
not move, (56)

As dawn broke on 29 October the troops in the CCR
sector were arrayed as foliows: one plstoon of Troop
C 87th BHen wes on the right (south)

The attack ITlank; Company 4 and one vlatoon of
againss Company C 48th AIBn were on the rignt
Lsten of the Meijecl-Asten roas, and two nletoons

of Compony C 48th »IBn were on the left of
the road; Compsny B 48th AIBn was in reserve further to
the reaer astride this road; and the rcmainder of Troon
C with a few light tanks, was tying into Troop D 87th Ren,
which was on the south flank of the GCB forces,

4t dawn large enemy forces of tanks and sunporting
infantry moving from the large woods to the cast of our
posit ions sttacked the lsft fle the main forces
astride the rogd, The tanks completely overren the
positions of Company C 48th AIBn snd the defense line
was shattered, ./ TD fired at tho approz ching tanks but
was unable to stop their advance., Tha TD wss overrun but
shot 1ts - ay out 2nd got back uy ths rosd, EBTF & o

gun was dug .n gusrding the approcches to the rosd, but
could not be turned to fire to the rear whers the G-rmans
were aporosching., (58) One Gemnan tenk comusnd er put his

61
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gun in the wiadow of the house whare the conmpeny CP
wss loceted, and farced the surrender of all btut two
men who ran down & ditch outside the Louse. Althoush
heavy enemy fire was falling on the right flenk, no
enemy tanks ceme into that sector.

With the collapse of the other flank Company 4

and the remaining platoon of Compsny C concluded that

helr position was hopeless, An immediste withdrawsl
wes begun toward the battalion CP. Lts, Wells end
webb, assuming thet the ensmy tanks anl infantry had
oontluued on up the rosd toward Asten, maab z vide arc
through tha swcmps 80 g8 not to come up behind this
force. Eventuslly they were successful in resching the
battalion heuaguﬁrters vhere they immediately reor-
ganized thelr umen, hastily appointing squad lesders and
esteblishing new squads. (59)

Company B of the 48th »#IBn now the front line
troops, could see the Gemeane advanc ing from the east.
They could 2lso observe a large fOTOu of infantry in a
solid column advsneing on the roed ¢ ;out 1000 yerds to the
sout hwest of the main road. Some v mwn at this time
becane panicky and went forward to the Gemean lines with
thelr hsnds up. (60) Howsver, the mein group was con-
solidsted and formed into a hook-shoped defense unning
north of the rosd gt 6730935, Gemuan tanks were crulsing
up and dovn the rozd to the east, an ensmy infantry
was already on both sides of Conoany B's position,

Major Frazler, the baottellon S-3, went back at this time
to forn a stran» point sout 500 yards to the vest of
the Comjyany B position., e told Yaptain Vogelsan g
Compeny Commender,Cozpsny 3 to hold until the new force
could be gathered together, and then to vithdrew to the
new nosition, (61)

Meanwhile the emsmy forces had besn recelving &

very severe artillery LOE“’"ﬂ.‘GiOﬂ. i forward ob-
server with Troop D of the 87+tL Rcr wes sble to obtain
excellent observetion of the Gerw: co . uuns, and he

called for gll the fire he could gJB. oix enewy tanks
were seen to burn. (62)

Our heavy ertillery, sugsented sy two more British
artillery re*lmﬁﬂts, l@ ed ¢ Gerngn edvence and gave
our troops time to reorgeniz fter the breskthrough,
Major Fraezier sssembled thre nk destroyers, five tanks,
and ebout €0 infe:lurv"_en., includ ing the remsinder of
Compeny », and set up = rimeter defense sround the

road junction st 669096, C )y B withdrew to this
position,

62
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The Germsns continued the ssszult with both tanks
and infantry. The defending force knocked out seven
enemy tanks and three =rmored vehicles. (65) Seversl
artillery forward observers were present end directed
hesvy concentrstions on the Gormans with extremely
effective results. Subsequent PW end other reports
indicated thet a battalion of Germens hsd barely com-
pleted movement into ths woods to the west of our
sosition and hsd not dug in when we placed a heavy
concentrztion on the vooﬂu. Nearly the entire bettelion
was wiped out by our fire. The mortars and machine suns
of the besttalion, l_ter sugmented by the heavy mechine
guns, were utilized and the strongrolnt wes able to
repulse further enemy =dvances.

Despite the loss of Liesel the main force ¢ CCB

remained in position sstrids the Meljel-Liesel rcad ,

Pressure against Compenies L and C of
Attack the 20d AIBn to the south wss light
against CCB during tho morning, although P's reportod

enemy tenk concentrstions in Helitrek, LT
0900 the tanks of Company B of the 17th Tk Bn viere with-
drawn on order of the battslion commender, but et 11285
four of the tanks were sent back to the inf-ntry. A4bout
1300 Companies &4 md C of the 23d AIBn moved beck to
nore favorasble positions o few hundred werds to tho
north,

Late in the afernoon @ lsrse tank battle sterted. |
German tenks, closely followed by infentry, egein begen |
moving from the south toward our positlons astride the
. Heitrak-Liesel roud. Eleven enemny tcnks were scen oy
Comneny 4~ of the 234 LIBn.snd others were ob.orv“d to
the front of Compeny C. Our tanks &ucle wigh the
enemy but results were inconclusive., (64) EHeavy
?rtiilcry concentrations were unlaced on the enemy formstlions,

65

.t dusk Company E. of the #3d received its hecviest
counter-attasck of the day. Our tenks had just with-
drawn to cover nositions when the enemy, ostimstod at
comneny strensth, began to ajproach Gaxmsn; Be o ene

column headed for them on the rogd, =2nd the others ceme
geross the fields in gskirmish line., Our mzechine gins

were able to deliver cross-fire on t s field, end had e
machine sun treined down the road, te Germans were
driven back with Lesvy losses. Our ﬁltw.l ry forwe:d
observer cslled for end 1oeJ|‘fd Lﬂrta_llary Tire 100 wrds
in front of the dcfending nositions (66)

Immedistely after the loss of Liesel the cormiend ing
ceneral CCB sent a company of msdium tanks from the 3180
L 63
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Tk Bn, a platoon of TD's, and a company of the 33rd
Engineers to reinforce our lines to

/e counter the west and north of the town.
at Liesel Three Germsn tanks were knocked out

by these forces. (67)

At about 1330 this force was ordered to attack
and clear the enemy from Liesel. The attack was to
be from the north so that the long axis of the town
would be presented to the ettacking troops. In this
way less fire could be placed on our troops as they
gdvanced, (68) With the assault gun platoon and the
TD's firing supporting mission, Company B of the engineers
began _to work its way through the town. They had pro--
gressed apbout hslf-way when they were ordered to hslt.
About this time the division received word of the
proposed relief by the British, When the British in=-
dicated they would set up defensive lines to the west
of Liesel, the commending general decidsd to sbandon
the attack., (6¢) The troops were withdrawn and on
CCB request, an alr mission flown over the town.

Enemy pressure end intentions forced e decilsion
to strengthen the sector. Conferences vetween the 7th
Ar.ored Division and 8 (British) Corops

m : commanders resulted in the decision to
L zallel shorten the front of the 7th Armored by
bringing in a new division to take over
part of the sector. Orders wsre issued by the division
at 1630 29 October dirscting novement of CCRB and CCR

to sssembly areas upon relief by the 15th Scottish
Division. Relief was to be effective aftor dusk on the
29th. :

Immedistely after dusk British forces sstablished
positions to the rear of our forces., One posgition wss
about 1000 yards to the west of our strongpoint on the
Meijel-Asten rosd, and the other pnosition was on the
Liesel-Asten rosd about 2000 yards to the resr of our
forward positions.

The night of the 29th was a briilisnt moonlight
night, The forces in the CCB sector werc feced with the
difficult task of discnganing themsclvaes from an cencmy
in close proxinity to their froat and astiride the main
rozd to their resr. A& smdll road with a log bridge was
discovered to the west of the main road, and plans vere
made for the withdrawel over this rosd. Subssquent testing
proved that the bridgc was not strong enoush to hold the
vehicles, so a peep was driven into resk to serve
as a foundation, Logs were nleced over the vesn, &and =
substential bridge thus counstructed. Hovsver, the tank
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forces "cre unable to cross over the bridse., Another
bridge was discovered about 500 yards south of Liescl,
and the tanks werec able to utilize that route even though
1t was perilously close to the enemy., One company of
light tanks circled the German positions at Liesel,
crossed the Meijel-Liesel road and vassed through the
woods., The enemy was not inactive. Tankers reported

the artillery concentrated on the woods through which
they passed wes the heaviest they had encountered since
they had been in action. (70) Companies A and C of

the 23d AIBn were finally successful in disengaging:
themselves despite the precarious maneuver of withdrawing
across the front of the enemy., (71)

Ma jor share for the successful withdrawsl went to
the comhbined British and American artillery which fircd
a continuous screen in front of the troops., The barrage
in front of the GCB sector wes so effective thet the
British did not meke contact with the enemy until the
next morning. (72) 1In the CCR sector the barrage
started in front of the British positions and moved
down sbout 200 ysrds to the front of the defensive
positions. (73) The artillery could fire 2 rounds ver
minute or 8 to 10 rounds per minute ss the situstion
reduired,  (74)

Enemy casualties for the day amounted to an ecstimated
115 killed, 165 wounded, and 13 ceptured. Our casualties
were seven killsd, 54 wounded, snd 233 missing,
? (VB)A hexvy toll was tsken of sncmy armor on
the 29th. Seventecn enemy tenks ' ere
Losses confirmed, six vere probaeble, and 17 mors
vere hit from the sir »ith undetermined
results. (76) In addition three enemy
assault guns and three 88 mu AT guns were destroyed,
The 7th Amored lost seven mediun and six light tenks, five
TD's, one medium tannk, M4 with 105 mm scseult gan, five
half-tracks, one srmored car, and nine other vehicles.

_DANESE ASSESSTED

In three days o: hesvy fighting the enemy had en-
lerged his bridgehezd zcross the Meuse river, but at
a heavy cost in versonnel and srmor, His offensive
power had been steyed, and the new bridcehead contained
short of the first objective, Asten. (77) Our forces
hed withstood the thrust long cnouszh to allow Amy to
bring up the needed reinforcemwnts. (78)

Observed encny losses in cgulpment Tor the three
day battile wsre five anti-tank guns, six 88mm guns, ten
Mark V tanks, and 20 Merk VI tenks. Our losscs were 32
medium tenks, 1% light tanks, 5 iedium bank 34 with 105 mm
essault gun, 14 helf tracks (personncl carrier), two N8
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armored. car 5, & M3 Assault guns, sav%

tank destroyers
three half a T 9)

45 peeps.

WE GOUNTERATTACK

Relief of the 7th Armored Division from the northern
zone of its canal line sector did not materially =lter
the mission of the division. Operations
Prelude in the Scheldt Bstuary and to the south
S e i of the Maas River were drawing to a COR.a
¢clusion,but no me jor counter-thrusts
agalnst the Gernans were to be msde until additionsl
units were returned from the western Hollend sector.
Consequent 1y 8 (British) Corps decided to make a limited
attack to restore the line of the Deurne and Nord canals
to insure protection of the lines of communication
pending the conclusion of the Scheldt operation.

The 8 (British) Corps commsnder decided upon &
coordinated attack by the 7th U.S. Armored end the 10
Scottish Divisions to restore the line of the Deurne-
Nord canals, The corns plen was that the 15 Scottish
Division would recapture Meijel while the 7th Armored
attacked to the south, clesring the enemy along the
Nord cenal, The attack was to teke place at dawn &l
October,

As plans vent forward for the attack on the 3lst, ad-
ditional informstion end identificetions of the cnemy
caused a revision of the original scheme of maneuver,

By the time relief of the 7th Armored by the 15 Scottish
Division had been completed, all four Panzer Grenadler
Regiments of the 9th Panvzer and 15th Penzer Grenadier
Divisions' had been identified, end in every case wlth
substential support from tanks and ertillery. (80) The
9th 8S Panzer Division and the 344th IanDtry Diviaion
were both reportcd in the wpenerasl vicinity of Roermond =nd
the 116th Penzer Division was reported in Steinstrass,
(81) During the night 30-31 October the enemy indiested
his "”grcusiVu intentions by constructing e footbridge
across the Wessem ceonal at 540957, and constructing
other smsller bridses and cuts and verious points in the
canals, (82) It was entirely nossible for the enemy to
make a new thrust agsinst our right flenk elons the
Wessem cansl. This thrust would heve seriously en-
dangered our supply lines which paralleled the front line
for a considerable disteance,

The commanding general of the 8 (British) Corps in
& meeting with the cormending general of the 7th Armored
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Division em-chasized the importence of Nederw: eert, Weert,
and Bree to the Allied plan of operations for thls ared,
He instructed the 7th Armored Division to watch care-
fully the area to the south and be ready to send troops
there if sny enemy thrust should be mede in the direction
of Weert, Bree, or Kimroy. (83)

In the light of the enemy potentialities, the attack
scheduled for dawn of the 3lst was postponed. A further
regrouping of the forces was deemed necessary prior to any
coordinated attempt to remove the enemy from his new cansl
bridgehead, The 4 British Armored Brigede was attached
to the division on 30 October, and on 31 October it as-
sumed responsikility for the sector along the Wessen
canal. On 1 November the 158 Brigade of the British 53
Division relieved the 4 Amored Brigade, and responsibility
for the Wessem canal sector passed to the 53 Division.
Attachment of the Belgian Brigade also ended effective
1800 31 October.

At 2400 31 October gajor General Lindsay PcDonald
Silvester was relieved of his commuand and Brigadie
General Robert W, Hasbrouck assumed commawnd of Lho
division,

PLAN OF ATTACK

Regrouping of the forces having been effected, 8
(British) Corps issucd orders to attack 2 November.
At 2300 1 November the division distributed operations
instructions directing en atteck by GCA at 0210004 to
secure the Canal du Nord, destroy all crcssings of the
canal, and clear encmy reulutAQCh from the division
zone., (8B4) As the enemy was clenrﬂd CCA wes to on
relieved of the responsibllity of securing the Csanal
du Nord to its rear. CCR was to support the sttack of
CCA by fire from the " est baonks of Bois le Luc.

It was estimated

15 ut 5940 men or & battalion
of enemy of the B44th In

ho
ry Division were to be
ckers, These troopns were
aratroop Regiment., (8&8F

found to the front of
thought to be of the Lc

The terraiq was not favorsble to our stbtack. The
division was faniliar with the sector inasmuch as s
week previously Lnb territory hsd been occupiesd by
Troop A of the 87th Ren. Almos half of th sector was
swamp land, end the ussble road net was sxtre lv limited.
Several small towns dotted the landscaps, and & ninor
road net connected them, To the left & larce swemp 2nd
a peat works formed sn aslmost impsssable barrisr to the foot-
troops, and wss certainly lupenetrable by szrmored vehicles.
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The personnel strength of the division was 95%.
The shortage in sssigned strength was 452 men 2nd in
effective strength was 562 men. (86) Combat ef-
ficiency was excellent despite the rough fishting of
the previous several days. BSupplies were asdeguste, but
the effective strensth of mediwm teanks was 65%. In
view of the nature of the terrain to be attacked this
shortage wss not eritical becsuse tanks were utilized
to & minimum. (87)

CCA was to be composed of the 40th Tk Bn, the 28 th
AIBn, the 48th AIBn Gomvany A of the 33d Engineers,
Company A and the Reconnaissence Comnany of the 8l4th
TD's, and Troop A of the 87th Reconnesissance. The
division engineers were to be prepared to construct s
bridge across the Bols le Duc at 617083 and then prepare
the bridge for destruction.

The plan of attack involved the use of two task forces,
Fuller and Brown, TF Fuller was composed of the 38th
AIBn, Companies A and C of the 40th Tk Bn, endé a platoon
each of the 3l4th TD's snd 33d fngineers. Task Force
Lrown consisted of the 40th Tk Bn minus Companies A
and C, the 48th AIBn, end a platoon each of the 8l4th
TD's gnd the 334 Engineers.

The division.wes to attack and secure a cenal line,
the opposite side of which »as held by the enemy. An
attack directly to the east would expose its flank to
the enemy during the entire operation. In view of this
denger the plan of attasck qdug ec was to =ttack from
the north toward the enemyheld cenal line, prosgress
through 8 series of objectives until the canal on the
south was reached, and then withdraw to the north to
peel off another picee. If the enemy resistance during
the first thrust appeered light then the stteck might
be swung east slong the canael bank. (88)

THE TIRST DAY

H hour wss to be at 031000A, the line of departure
being the outpost linss which had been esteblished
several days previously., However, the attack waes
deleyed slightly because the 48th ATBn had difficulty
getting to the line of deperturs, At 1110 TF Brorn
erossed the ID, end at L11Y7 TR -Fuller junped off,
Companies A and C in squad column with the tanks behind.
Ground fog hed shrouded vision, but at E hour the fog
lifted end two tanks of Company C 40th Tk Bn were
knocked out by cross fire of AT guns located in the
viecinity of Horik,
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Task Force Brown was formed in s column of companies

with 4 le ading, € following, and B outposting on the
left flank as the attsack nrogressed. By 1320 TF Brown
was on the 03 zrid line epproaching Horik. Two cnomy
tanks had been reported in Horik, =nd the fire from
these tanks or asnti-tank guns slode up the acdvance on the
left flank, bonte:t between TF Fullsr and Brown ws:s
temporsrily lost, and Fuller, which had met slwmost no,
on my opposition exeept the aroso fire from Horik, was

orced to hold up. Contact vas soon resstasblished and
thﬁ advance continued slovly, but at 1430 both farces
vere slowad down by small d¢us and anti-tenk fire snd
numerous mines.

In the mid-afternoon the commanding general vieited
the battlefront and observed thet the suppor ing artillery
was not being utilized to the maximum extent., (89)
Subsequently he ordered the sntire dlvision artillery
to strike the town of Horlk, and to discoursge eny nemy
who might have pulled back to the next town of Ospel,
he called for an gir wisslon there. The line was 9lshed
forward until at nightfell our frooh eres just short
of Horik on the¢ loft, end hed reache the nld bridac
site along the canal’ on the ri-ht (hl?OBE). Here thoy
butfoned up for the night after establishing outposts
along the front,

Our lossecs #or the
one light tank. Casuslties
casualties wore unknown,

¥vere three medium tenks snd
were 1Ll wourded. Ememy

[ar]

From 0600 to 0645 on 3 Nove mber, the divislon
Dlaced a heavy urt117&"V concentration upon Horilk.
; .« &5 the ond of thig barroge the stsack
Second day was rosumcd., Company A of thu 48th
AIBn solit into two columns =nd converged

on Ospcl, clerring out houses ss they

went. Sy 1400 they had reschod Ospel. TLilttle active
enemy opposition was sncoamﬁercd, a4l though he hzé strawn
the erea with enti-oorsonnsl and anti-tenk minecs lsid in
a hephazard menner vhich made thoir detection very dif-
Tieult,

Task Force Fuller contiiued the zdvanc zlong the
Bois le Due vith GDmJHﬂiGF &~ and € of vhu 38t: ATIBn in
the lead, Four snipers vere driven out of one house in
a cherge by ¢ lluute““ t viho Lnoufnt he i his whole

>latoon with th_
of the snip:rs turned
persuade his friends
through the stonach

with only ¢ G men . One
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By mid-sfternoon both forces had resched the third
Obquti?O of the initiel asttack. One platoon of Compsny
& of the 48th AlBn orked 1ts vay to tho beanks of tho

canal where it was able to observe some of the German
nos?tlons and seversl log bridses across ths cansl.
(Sl

when the final objective of the initial attack
was reached, the commending generel decided that, in
view of the light enamy ch1stanc he would spe up
the operation by turning ﬁhu forces and ﬂttdckLﬂc wes t-
ward rether than “1trdra ing to the north to pecl off
another slice. “ceordlap¢v zkcorbly Eroas were daclé—
nated at XKriejel and ﬂ,atsxﬁmn and Tasgk Forces Fuller
and Brown oro to jump off in mhu afterncon as soon as
reorgenized to capture the intermediste division objective.
Lttack on tho final objective was chenged to ha on corps
order, so that it might be coordinated vith %he sdvance
of tho 15 Scottish Division to:ard Meijel,

The revision of the division plsn of atteck neces-
sitated & modifiestion in the combat commiv scham of
maneuver, Germen obsorveti: e cntire terrain over
which Task force Browun o . was te ovperate T as
excellent because of the f: ths land., Operetions
were sheped by these ilultatic Tagk Force Fuller
was to atteck and selzo the high ground to tho west of
Nederwerterdijk. Tesk force Brown wes to attock to the
west selizing ground slong the 67th north—eouth grid line,
Lt Colonc Fuller placed Companies 4 end ¢ of the Z8th
AIBn in the lead with Lis tanks still in general support,

vhile Brown Dl&c:d Cu pany C of the 48th on the right
next to the cenal and Compeny 3 on the left. Gonpany
od the

A was to out ost tawa the canal as the attack moved
forward. The tanks were situsted inland from the canal
to svoid the Gnnman entli-tank suns along the flank.

Lssembly of tho forces was £nd
by the necessity of getherins in gly
separcted areas, but at 1503 TF Fu nmov e
and et 1550 TF Brown began the &S

mede smoll geins before the order wa ol ) matton up
fm=then1@j

Meenwhile the 33d Encincers had srected in Tive

hours & second bridee 083 The Bols 1le Duc esnal. This

bridge consideranhly cned the lines of supply =nd
communication £ on Eo bthe tesz forces.
L - g i Ly

Crom the
Reconnaissance troops f e !
left flenk of the COL ssctor r ported sasmy stror
in the bogs to the waest of their nosit ions approximst
abreast of the sdvancine troons. (22)
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Enemy casuvalties for the day were unknown., Hicht
prisoners of var were te LV
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sken. Our casuaslties wers

kiiled and 46 wounded,

During the night the 23d AIBn wes deteched from CCR
and moved to positions west of Bols le Duc to be prepsred

Third and

fourth day

to support the attack the nmext dey should
its assistance be reguired, At the sane
time the 87th Ren Squedron was relieved
from CCR to establish security slong

the canal du Nord behind the sdvanc ing forces.

At 0645 the attack to the east contli ued, Ths
mission was to seize¢ the intermediate objective, secure

it, amd swa
task forces in overation remained “he same,

(93) The

Phase line s

it corvs order to sttack the fiDFl objective.

nere set up. During the morninz TF Fuller

encountered only light srtillery, but on the ex)osed
right flank THF Brown received considerable fire from

across the
aTon* tha
morta 88

canal. The eneany from well dus-in positions

banks of tho canal plasced observed smsll arms,

mm, and other ertillery fire on our advancineg

forces. Company C of the 48th was comnletely pinned
down =#nd was forced to withdrew leaving Gon\ﬂuv A with
an exposed flank, QOQJ‘HV A had been able to sdvance to
its positions oniy by wling the last 300 yerds., (24)

TF Fulle x,
support,

with Lfnntr? %ti 1 1o eding and tenks in genecral

goon ran into thsz same kind of onposition, and

its sdvance was also held up,

The division lsid down hee
enemy positions, at one time fir
woods to the front of Tesk Fore

i |

vy th111evw £ive on
& Tuller, The av illery

was considerably reinforced by the British who ab the

reque st of

. -~ " b i ym sale 7! g ~—y e = s |
Gene ral Hasbrough hed supplied additiongl

forwerd observers,

During thes afternoon the stback continued slowly
I

a8 the enemy artillery

was neutralized by counter-

battery fire, About 1400 TF Fuller encountered enemy
opposition in ths form of tlrec machine suns in the
viecinity of the high ground at the final objective., The
artillery fired on these jositions, Contect »ith the
rcconnaissanc e compeany of the 8l4th TD's , nroviding left
flenk securilty ‘long the neat bogs, was lost temporarily,

and the @

dvance again was hcld up until & natrol rees-
tablished lisison. Tho tesk forece wes th
a potential .
end the reconnaissence screen in the boga
ased with the indic: tlon of an anemy oprangpo_nt,
noticed in

alert for
0K oﬂ F 1 ter
_'1 ZNEGT

NSy thrust betveen the lefd

b o [ e o pm - r o
sha Tor ot fresh dasipay te the wesht of

woods near ths Task Force Fuller objoctive. The sdvance

wezs halted
line,

ahtly ouwopd the third phass

for We nicht =
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One air mission was flown against enemy tanks in
the vicinity of Ceanal du Nord. Three fires were obscrved,

In prevaration for the final asssult on the Veijel
area, vhich had becn conve rted 1nt0 an enemy stronoooint,
the dlvlﬁlon issued operation instructions et 041700A.
The capturc of the corps objsctive was to be effscted
by a coordinated attack st 050730A. The 15 Scottish was
to atteck to seize that portion of the corps objective
in its zone, The 7th Armored wss to sttack after 050900
to securc the srea to the south of Meijel. CCA wes to
seize the final objective and secure the north bHenk of
the Nord Csnal. CCR was to assure the sccurity of tic
Canal du Nord progressively ss the north bank was
cleared, (95) Tor this latter task the 87th Ren was
attached to C”R

The presence of considerable numbers of anti-
personnel and vehicle minss in the vicinity of Ospel-
Kreijel«BudschoD and at other scatbered pleces had mado
progress ol sup. ]lOS and troops a slow operaulon.
Engineers were immediately jut to work, but due to the
vast nunbers of trails the Job was a ﬁifficult one, A
small number of th- treils were used for transvort
pursoscs, To lnsure = flow of mupplics to tho ares
addit ional bridgo° wers e be bullt scross ths capal at
the north division ooude“?, and rosds were to be main-
tained by cosbet commands,

The CCA commaendeor decided te heve TF Bron hold
the right 1 ank from duc-in cositions about 1000 yards
north of the ¢ nal in a line vwhich tizd in to ths swempy
area in the vicinity of 6704, 1F Fuller was to ¢ ntinuc
the advance and seize the 1nt0_¢ud1,to ObJCC;lV“ on the
high ground, and then swing to the south and work %o
the canal and the finel diviﬁiorlobgbctlve. Company A
of the 48th AIBn was to follo zlong and drop outposts
who would dig in =nd protsct tub right flauk of T®
Fuller, and would cover with cross-fire the low ground
leading up to the swamy to .zlcn TF Brovn had tied in
its lo £t flank,

During the night TF Broe'n dug into the dcfensivc
positions indicsted, and th: neoxt nmornins found th-meelves
subjectsd to very hesvy observsd artlllo?y, ntl—tenk,
small arme, and morter fire from south of the canal. TF
Fuller, with threc companies of the Z8th AIBn on line
and the tanks and TD's in 4} g2y in reserve, movad
towerd the high ground fram whi three snsn y msechine
quns had becn obsemwed the nrevious day. Cohp¢ny B on
the left flank vith -Company A in the ceiter wes to swing
around the flank while Company C with 2 mechine mn
pla toon and the reco.nalssamce section was to lay down a
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basec of fire from the vicinity of 069050, Compeny B
was sble to maneuver around the flank of high ground
and ocoupy its scction of the intermediate objective.
Company A in the center ron into meny mines and was
cons ider: bly slov:d up. Compeny C was running into un-
determined encmy resistsnce¢ from the woods to its fronti,
includ ing some machine gun fire, A pstrol of three mcn
was senbt out to determine the extent of the resigtenco.
hen the patrol did not return sfter several hours

the comoany commender cslled for smoke and srtillery
fire on the +oods in e¢n attempt to relisve the patrol
from the fire »i ning 1t dewn,

By 1300 viord from the 1% Scottish DlelolOI‘l on
the left indicated that its atback on Meijel !
been slowed down with the loss of 23 Utanks hit or
bogged down and thet it res conscolidst ing for the day.
The commanding genersl of the 15 Scottish recommended
that the assault on the objective bo vostponed until a
coordinated azttack could bu resum d once more, (96) In
view of the slow nrogrogs mede during the day due
mine fieclds, hoevy artillery, morter end machins gun
fire, end enemy ground roslstance, the division
directecd that the sttacik on the final objective would be
on division order,

Losses for the day wore ons tenk, one srmored car,
ﬁnd one pecep, LDstimatoed personnel losscs werc two
killcd, 17 wounded, and one missing. Two enemy
wounucd were knowne

Dur ing the night, the 234 AIBn took over the
defensive positions held by the 48th AIBn, whilc the 48th
. AIBn took over the reinforcing nositions

ifth v : . 0 -
F L _@_a_L ip theQCR sector, Relilef of g 48th
AIBn was comnleted at 0445,

Dur ing the day the division generally consolideoted
its vositions, ewaiting word from the 185 Scottish
Division on the nmwgress ol its attack toward Meijel.
Task Force Fuller advecuced slightly on the high ground
to its front, but “as held up f*ﬁn@idur.-ebly by nines
covered by smell arms fire. Sporedic eneuy ertillcry and
mortar fire viere recelved.

CONCLUSION OF THL OPTRATTON

On 6 November ths 7th Arsorsd Division wes informed
that it waes to be relieved in the Venlo bridg
sector by the 15 Scottish end 51 British Fighland Division.
The mission of the 7th Armored had bsen S.,IG essfully cap—
ried out; the ensny had besn containsd along & wide front
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for sufficient time to allow ths British units to elear
out the Scheldt Estusry to the lisas River. ‘ihen the
enemy had attacked slong the thinly-held front, the 7th
Armored had conteined him until reinforcements could be
sent., With the conclusion of the western Holland
campaign, units were free for regrouping for the next
push on the road to Berlin. The 7th Armcred Division
was able to leave the British Second Army and return

to the U.S, Ninth Lmmy with the feeling of & Jjob well
done. (97)

Relief of clements of the 7th Ammorzd Division was
completed during the .ight 7-8 Novewber, amd at
CB80600A responsibility for the canal sector passed to
the 15 Scottish and the 51 British Highland Division.

NOTES

l., PFO No. 13, 7th Armored Division, 4 Qctober 1944,
2s - Abid,

3, Intelligence Summary, 8 (British) Corps, 1 Novenber 1944,

4, 1Ibid,

5, After Action Report, 87th Cavalry Reconnalssance
Squadron Mechanlzed, 21 October 1944,

8., G-2 Journal, 7th Armored Division, 26 Qctober 1944,

7. After Letion Report, 7th Armored Division, 1-31
October 1944,

8. After Action Report, 87th Ren., 1-31 Qctober 19445
The defenders reported the enemy appesred drunk or
doped as they attacked,

9., For detailed defense scheme see ettached aerisl mossaic.
10. See Appendix A fordetalls of this ettsck.,

ll. GCapt. Slade, Major Cannon, lMajor Filand, Capt, Wells
to Lt. Merriam, 81 Qct. 44.

12. When americen troops later reoccupied this area the
crave of the pletoon leadser was discovered. Dutch
clvilians “'ere arrested who had shown the Zermens
whers our men had bYeen hidden for threc days.
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Lecording to G-2 initial crossings were mede in
assault boats.

Lt. Colonel Boylen to Lt. Merriam, 1 November 194%.
Cept. Slade to Lit. Merriem, 7 Novenber 1944.

Lfter Action Report, 87th Ren, 1-31 October 1944.

Major Cannon to Lt. Merrism, 31 October 1944.

Capt. Rau, Troop D, 87th Ren, to Lt. ] errlfm, 1
November 1944, The cavaelry commaender vwas S/8gb.
Stanley Merrick, killed the next day. The gunne
was T/5 Leslie Clark.

G-3 Journesl, 27 October 44; Capt. Rau to Lt. Merriam,
31 October 1944,

After Letion Report, 17th Tank Battalion, 1-3l
October 1944,

Capt., Vogelsang, Company B, 48th irmored Infontry
Battelion, to Lt. Merrizm, 9 November 1944,

Despite the knowledge that the 87th was to withdraw
through B and C compsnies of the «8th, tho sight of
this reqrward moveus nt crsatbd &1 eogrcrs'qwon in
the minds of the infantry men which evidenced
itself in @ lsck of azegroscsiveness. Report of C.0.,
¢eB, bo the commznﬁlag general, 13 November 1944.

Capt. Vogelsang to Lt. Merrism, 9 November 1944,

Lt., Wells, Company 4, 48th armored Infantry Battslion,
to Lt., Merrism, © November 1944,

Lt, Wells to Lt. Merriem, 9 November 1944, During
thls action one 38 gcaﬂt fired four rounds with g
bezooka et & Tiger tenk. He hit the tank each time
but couldn't stop it. ﬂIOHt 1 fire at Tigers did
not prove sffecctive above 100 yards range,

Lt. Wells to Lt. Merrism © November 1944,

After Action Renort, B7th Ren,, 1-31 October 194&;
Lt., Webb to LY, Merrism, 9 November 1944,

Meny tenks identified at the time as Tigers turned
out upon subsequent investigstion to be ¥k IV's or
MK Vts (Panthers).
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Capt. Rau to Lt, Merriam, 31 Octobser 194<. Pvl.
David E. Spangler, D Troop, 87th Ren, was cut off
from his unit 2t the time of the attack on Neerkant,
For several hous he lay in a ditch slong the rosd. -
During this period, he counted 20 enemy tenks going
by his place of concealment.

LATter Action Report, 17th Tk Bn, 1-31 October 1944.

LHfter Letion Report, 8l4th Tank Destroyer Battalion
1-31 October 1944,

After Lction Report, 87th Ren, 1-31 Qctober 1944,

G-2 Periodic Report, 7th Armored Division, 27
October 1944,

Ibid. Units ldentified on the division front prior
to 27 October included 15th L/W Fortress Bn, Parsa
Lehr Regiment, Hubner Para Roglm:nt lst Bn qgrostehl
Para Ruglnunt, 1st Bn Menzel Para Rogiment.

Gencral Hasbrouck to Lt. Morriam, 14 November 1944,

After iLction Renort, HBl4th TD, 1-31 October 1944,

Ma jor Lohse, S-3, 3lst Tank Battelion to Lt. Merriam,
4 November 1944,

Lt, George L. Taylor, Company B 23rd AIBn, to LT,
Merriam,ll November 1944,

Lt. Wells, Company A 48th AIBn, to Lt. Merriam, 10

November 1944, Five men beceme dazed end got out

of the foxholes to surrender, Lt., Wells was forced

to get them down again by strong lznguege and plesding. |
These men were spotted by the Gemens, and the fire |
became heavier than ever.

It was the unamious agreement thet the air support
offered by the RIF was excellent. Officers time

and again expressed the sentiment that despite
occasional strafings of our own troons by the planes,
end regardless of the results of the attacks,. the
Very presence o; the aircraft was a tremendous boost

to the morale of the fighting troops. (Tu. Col.
Rhea and =ssembled officers, Lt. Wells to Lt.
Nerriema) In the mission sgeinst the tenks desoite
the fsct thet one man was killed by a smoke shell
which landed on his hesd, the »lene ;tta k was a

grezt norale booster for the men.
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41, Lts. Webb, Johnson, Company C, 48th »IBn to Lt.
Merriam, 9 November 1944.

4

42, ifter lLetion Revport, 8lath TD, 1-%1 October 1944.

4%, Major Lohse, S-3 3lst Tk Bn to Lt., Merriam, 4
November 1944.

44, General Hesbrouck to Lt. Merriam, 14 Novenber 1944.

45. G-1 Journal, 7th .armored Division 28 Qcto ber 1944.

46, G=3 air to Lt. Merriam, 28 October 1944, G=3 alr
described the mround slert systom as being very effec~
tive, with 30 ninutes required from alers €o target.

47. (-2 Periodic Report, 7th wrmored Division, 28 October
1944,

48. Intelligence Sumuery, 8 (British) Corps, 1 November
1944,

49, TIbid.; Major New, hss't G-B, TO Lt., MNerriam.
50, Lt. Webb, Lt, Wells to Lt. Merriam, & Novenber 1944.

51, Capt. Vogelseng, Company B 48%th 4IBn Lt. "ells
Company, C 48th AIBn, 8- 10 Novanber 1944.

52, 8=% Journal, Cowbat Commend B, &8 October 194d.

53. Lt. Col. Rhsa, C,0. 23rd AIBn, to Lt, Morriem,
Q Novenmber 1944,

54, Lt. Teylor, Compmany B 23rd AIBn, to Lt. Merrian, 10
Novenber 1944.

5, One nedic, in & peep, labent on getting a cesualty
to an aid station followed this coluun nearly all
tLe way into Liesel before being discovercd and
fired upon.,

56. General Hasbrouck to Lt. lerriam, 1 Novonber 19&4.
Subsequent 1y cleats were added To our medium tanks.
These clests are said to reduce ground pressure by
17 to 19 pergert.

57. After Action Renort, 8l4th TD, 1-31 October 1944,

58, Lts, licbb snd Johnson, Company 4 480h AIBn, to Lt.,
Merriam, 8 November 1944.
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Lt, ebb had a psrticularly difficult time in the
reorganization of his platoon because he wes a
replacerent officer recently arrived, snd wss not

familisr with his men nor the

v with hin,

Capt., Vogelsang to Lt. Merriam, 9 November 1944,

Ibid.

After Action Reoort, 87th Ren, 1-31 October 1944,

Major Frazier to Lt. Merriam,

Of interest was the surrender of twu

10 November 1944,

ro Germans to the

Brit ish 30 October because they couldn't face our

tank fire another day.

In this engegenent troops of the 23rd .IBn encountered
for the first time a wegpon wlloh they described as

a gun whiech shot an oil or
by Lt. Josenh 'Zang,
platoon sergeant, who vieved the we

ielly petrol.
Butt‘lian Motor Officer, and his

As described

apon through

bincculars ct from 600 to 700 j‘rdb range, the
weapon at first sppeared to be an 88 mm gun tow.d by

snother 88 mm gun,
apparent thet a tracked wvehlele,

On closer examinsation it hoicame
which the lisutenant

likened to the tractors which tow our 240 rm guns,

was towing & gun mounted on wheel
Both men seld the =un appesred to b
88 mm, Evldence
to hide it behind & buildin:
the barrel extended
weanon wes fired 1t made

scrateh on a blackboard. No flsme
the preojectile wes in flight, but w
was as 1f some gasoline h
and 1lite L4 huge flzue

diately

of this was offersd
were unsuccessful beceuse
beyond the bullding, Vhen the

a screeching noisae,
plank being ripped loose from nails or like

ed carrisge.
e lar ger than the
wnalﬂttcﬂptu

like a
enalk
was observed while
hen it kit it

a b eIl poured on the ground

burst out.,

The wespon was brousht into position in the

comnany of four tanks,
men were around the gun,
vwhether the nien ware the crew of th
were fired while the men were obge
hit a8 build ing, and the building ir
into flane, Th a other hit a hayst
50 yards from t
obsserved no ahreonel

A group of
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1t. Tayleor, Conpany B ¢
; lery Torwe
1% he

Noverber 1944,
Crudltud ‘ith
defense of thi

o O

btz

Mt it *..--.-'es'

sergeant, Ths se

sproxime tely 12
not apparent
¢ gman, Two shots
ving. One shot

wedistely burst

ack avout 25 to
rgzant scid he

16, Merriam, 9

rd observer was

uccess in the
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After hetion Report, 8l4th TD, 1-31 October 1944,

Gencral Hasbrouck to Lt, QMerrism, 13 November 1944,
Ibid.
Major Lohse to Lt, Merriam, 3 November 1944.

Lt. Col. Rhea, Battalion Comnander, 23rd AIBn to Lt.
Merriam, 11 Novenber 1944.

General Hasbrouck to Lt, Merriam, 13 November 1944,
Ma jor Frazier to Lt. Merriem, 9 Novcuber 1944,
General Hasbrouck to Lt. Merriem, 13 November 1944,
G=1 Journal, 7th i4prmored Division, 29 October 1944,
Meny of our men were re ported missing due to the

confusion, 4 large number of them subsequently
re joined their units.

Alr support for the d4sy consisted of eight missions
in addition to corne niissions which knocked out all
of the enemy bridgeheads across the cenals.

G-2 Periodic Revporis, P. report.

See attached letter General Dempsey to General Hasbrouck,

Appendix Bs

G-4 Report, 7th irmored Division,

G-2 Periodic Report, 7th ALpmcredDivision, 29 October
1944,

Inid; 30 October 1944,

Destruetion of the eneny footbridge across the Wesscm
canal was aﬂcoruilshed by a daring squed of eongincers
from B Compeny 334 Engineers. The following account
of the foray wes glven hy Captain Hochberg, CO
Company B, 93rd imored Hngzinecers,

At 310030 the company ruuulvbd orders to blow up
the bridge. The platoon lezder, Lt. Relph S, Favor,
moved the squad to an assembly eres in the vicinity
of the bridge. T/5 George %W. Schulbz, 34192557 end
Pvt. Judson P, Turner, 31106460, left the sqguad and
made their w way toward the bridse In the rnovenent to
the bridge noises attracted the »tt ntion of the
Germans on the bridge, and bhs snemy opened Tire
with a light mmchine cun. 2But Col. Schultz end PvE,
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Turner conbinued to work thelr way forward until thooy
were actually under the bridge. . charge with =
tuze delay igniter was set under the bridge while
the Germans were still firing from =2bove at the
suspected locetion of the squad., The charge Wee
set and Schultz snd Turner returned to the squad
ssenbly area. «n artillery concent ration was

brought down simultaneously with the cxolosion.,
Considersble Germen fire as received from along the
canal, but the sntire squed escaped without injury.
Upon investigetion the next day a patrol discovered
that the bridege was totally destroyed, end six
dead Germans and a wrecked machine gun wers scen in
the debris.

8%, Summery of conversation betwecn Generals O'Conner
and Silvester, 30 October,l944.

84, Operations Instructions, 7th 4D, 1 November 1944,

85. Col. Hermenn wes & 1lst Licutensnt at the time of
the invesion of Crete. ke serformed several
heroic acts in thet operation for which he received
high awerds from the German army. Subsequently he
wes in cherge of the forcas which freed Mussolinl
after the capitusltion of Itely.

Bub tho fighting gualities of Col. Hermenn's

men were not like his criginel parstroopers. Ls
an exampnle two half compenies or a total of 70 nen
attacked our oositions along tho egst banks of
the Bols le Duc on 31 October with the e yparent
intent of removing our small foothold remalning on
the east bank., at this time the sctor wes outpostod
by CCL, Companies A of the 3th /[IBn, C of the 40th
Tk Bn, and A of the 87th Ren. Our forcss ocstablished
a narrow line running perallel O the Bois le Duc, 2nd
the enemy attacked in waves of about 25 men, One
group was brought under heavy tank fire and
surrendered = laost to 2 man., 4 Second group was
subjected to tank and srtillery fire and vas almost
completely eliminated. The third groun wes slther
captured or killed, Some few maneged to escepe to
the south.

86, G=1 Report, 70k .rmored Divigion, 1 November 194c.

g7, Major Whalen, S-% OCi, sald to Lt. Merriem on 4
November 194+ thot tanks wren't doing anything
this operation (2-7 Nov.) sxcept petting bossed down.

88. General Hasbrouck to Lt. Merriam, 3 Novenber 1944
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Conversetion st TF Fuller CP, Lt, Merriam present,
2 November 1944, i

Lt. Gol, Fuller, 00O 38th 4IBn, %o Lt. Merriam.

Lt, Wells, Company A 48th AIBn, to Lt., Merriam ©
November 1944, This platoon was caught by enenmy fire
and was gble to extric te itself only aftor a strong
artillery concentration hed been placed o1 the enemy.

G-3 Journal 7th Armored Division 3 November 1944,

Operations Instructions, 7th Armored Division, 3
Novenb er 1944,

Lt. Webb, Company C, 48th A4AIBn, to Lt, Merriem,
9 November 1944,

Operations Instructions, 7th Lrmored Division
0417004 Novenber 1944,

G=3 Journa'!, 7th .rmoredDivision, 6 November 1944,

Attached letters from Comuand ing Generals, British
Second 4irmy and 8 (British) Corps,testify to the
importence of the holding action of the 7th Armored

Division., ©See Appendix B & C.
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APPENDIX A
TEE GERMAN THRUST AT NEDERWVELD2T
27-30 QOctober

Troop A of the 87th Reconnalssamee Squsdron was
assigned an 8,000 yard frontage in the 7th Armored
Division sector of the 8 (British) Corps during the
latter weeks of October when the mesin effort of the
British Second Army was being expended in the Scheldt
Estuary zone,

Like the other troops of the 87th Ren, Troop A
was charged with the meintenance of a counter-recon-
nalssance screen along a canal line, the other side of
which was held by the enemy from dug-in positions. The
Troop A zone ran from the canal junction south of
Nederweert east along the Canal du Nord to a susall
settlement celled Stokers Horst. The defense consisted
of a series of outposts of si. men, each with s light
machine gun, and in some cases a mortsr. The points
were spaced 500 to 800 yards apart and were from 1000
to 1500 yards to the north of the canal line,

The enemy had been active in the Troop A sector for
some days prior to the general attack on 27 October. Our
forces had resson to belisve that the enemy had positions,
or at leest observation nogts, on the north side of the
canal line. To probe the cuumy defenses and to look for
an observation oost, a dismounted patrol of 12 men, led
by Lt. George W. Monaghan, was sent south on 285 QOetober,
Lt, Monaghan split his patrol into two cections of six
nien each. The advanced scection hsd gmall arms and a
radio, and the rear section hed s mortar snd a machine
gun, The patrol advenced down the road from Nederwcert
Toward the cenal and had receched & point near the canal
at 630998 when a Geman patrol in ambush ovened fire with
a machine gun, The first section had advanced slightly
beyond the line of fire of the machine gun when the
initial burst was firesd, All men immedistoly took to
the diteh along the road, The second section was csught
in the fire, The worter crew rolled into the ditch, set
up the gun, and was ablo to fire five rounds &t the
machine gun before =z German mortar opencd fire on them,

No morec rounds were fired by our mortar., The cecnemy

machine gun and morters continusd their fire, end only

one man of the sccond section wess able to c¢scape. In the
meantime the first section, led by Lt. Monaghan, had

found a small diteh in the middle of a beet fisld
beet leaves hid the diteh, and by crawling up this
defile for nearly 1000 yards thsy wcere able to re
Kreijel-iaatskamp rocad and returm.to the CP. 8%;
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On the next day Troop A commender, Capt. John W,
Wells, Jr,., dcecided to dispatch another patrol to the
same general vieinity to ascertain if
Second Patrol possible the strength of the cnauy on
our side of ths cenal. Accordingly, Lt.
Charles W, Rogers organizcd a patrol
consisting of two ari.ored cers, thrcc light tenks, and an
M8 75mm. assault gun. The patrol was halted bchind some
houses in Budschop while Lt, Rogers and two men made &
dismounted rcconnaissance of the cnemy positions along
the canal, Lt. Rogers watchcd a:Germen officer inspect
the enemy canal positions, He could se¢ the officer
question each man., Lt., Rogers withdrew from this position
without engaging the encany end continued the patrol along
the rogd from Budschop to the east.

When the patrol reached & triangular fork in the
road at 629003, the vehicles were once more halted
behind the shelter of the buldings while Lt. Rogers
made a second foot reconnaissanco to attompt to locate
the enemy CP. Wwhile looking around the corncr of a
house, he noticed four mon enter s shack on the north
bank of the canal about 500 yards to his front. On the
chance that the shack was the enemy CP, Lt. Rogers
immediately brought up his ariorecd car, e light tank,
and the assault gun, &nd hid thar behind and boeside the
house, The armored car et the side of the house moved
behind the shelter after an anti-tank gun opwnecd firc
on it. Lt. Rogers brought the gunners with him on foot
as he moved around the side of the house., There, from
behind some shrubs, he pointed out the terget and
presented his plan of action,

The assault gun was to draw out on the road boyond
the housc and open fire on the shack. The tank wss too
face down the road to the east, still behind the houss,
and guard sgaincst any »ossible enany activity to the
left flanks, The assault gunner rToturned to his v:hicle
and the gun was moved into »osition. Four rounds wero
fired at the sheck in revicd succession., One nan wes
scen to run out of the shack., Ho was c¢ngaged by Lt.
Rogers and two enliste¢d mon, bubt the range was to
extreme for thoeir csrbines, snd the m=m escensd. On
the fifth round, the asssult gun jasmed. Ths zun was
immediately pulled back bshind the Louss, and the tank,
without eny instructions, moved out to the identicel
position that the assesult gun had occupied.

By this time, Germen gunners wsre zeroed in on the
locetion, As soon as the tank moved into position a
gun, presumsd to be an 58mm opened un and scored & direct
hit on the tank, kil:ing two of the men and wounding the
other two. About this,time an snemy nortsr shelled the
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house., The wound:-d men were rescued from the tank snd
placed in the armored csr. <he armored car was fecing
east, and in order to turn 1t was necesssry to oac
inte the vnosition from which the car bed been coved
because of the anti-tsnk fire, Fortunately, the znemy

;] 3
did not fire asgain, and Lt, Rogers led the asszault gun end
the rest of the patrol out of the vieinity. The shacl
and three of its oeceupsnts had besn destroyed.
On the morning of 27 October at about 0645, gusrds
at troop headquarters (622021) noticed a Gors patzal
of 15 to 280 men in a ficld to the cast.
Enemy Probe The headguerters was alerted, snd the
combincd fire of the personnel located

there turned the Gemman patrol to the
south where they were teken under fire by the msintenance
armered car on th: west side of the cansl and the right
flank outpost of the third plstoon. At the same time,
the third platoon discowered ahout 150 men to their front.
They were surrounded on thrze sides. Those who could
withdrew, ©None of the right outpost of the third
platoon escaped, but tvwo men in the center outpost and
all six in the i £t oulposet of the platoon were suc-
cessful in getting through b German ring. One of the
men came through the encmy vositions in the hottom of
a casrt driven by = Dutn civilizn., At this time the
left flank platoon was sttacked by twenty dismounted
nen,. The ajatuan out 20 t" alaced coneid ersble mortar
and machine gun fire on the Germans advancing in 2 wave,
and the eq:mj was held back.

!—J

In the second platoon zone no enemy sttecked, but
recognizing the serious situstion, thc 2lztoon Lerder
Lt. MeMillen, sent back two men for assistance. However,
when Troop C on the left flsnk of Troop A withdrew Trom
it s positions after the attack on BﬁlJel, it bescame
apparent that s withdrewsl to shorten the lines was
necessary. GCept,Wells gave orders for the withdrawal
t0 an assembly ares vicinity of 615042, The Tirst eand
third nlatoons were to withdraw together, but thoe first
platoon leader started akesd on his own, Dur this with-
drawal, Lt. MeMillen observed some i fiad B8

3?1tlsu, and he stood u ere
ieu ight

Germans, and the lisute
ensued, apd the shely a5

By 1100, the first and sccond platoons snd thc
remainder of the third nlstoon had assembled at the
designated point. The Gtrooo he -douart : was at the
bridge site, vicinity €13085. Caot. : rdered this
force of approzimstely 40 men to move to recontact
the enemy. The foree moved south alo

-

ng the canal to ths




woods at 618028, A patrol moving shead of the msin body
discovered ecncmy sctivity to the south of the woods. The
captain decided to csteblish a line along the south cdge
of the woods running cast for s distance of about 500
yards. ZFour positions were set up end dug in. From

this position, our forces had excecllent cbservation of
the enemy and were able to bring down accurate asrtillery
fire., During the 2ftcrnoon seversl ensmy sttompts wers
made to or&mqivu for zn asttsck, but each time our
artillery fire broke up the formstion.

During the night, cnemy activity was 1limited %o
artillery and morter fire. Our forces held their fuur
points, Ab 0200, on¢ officer and 23 men of the ls
Platoon, Company A, 38th Armored Infantry Battallon
arrived to reinforce Troop A. CCA issued orders for the
entire force to attack tc the soutk on thec morning of
28 October and secure the Horik roed from the cansl to
the east, including Horik. The force was divided into
nine patrols, esch consisting of szbout six men. Three
machine guns were ‘Vﬁlibblo for the entire group. At
0530, the advence bcgen. No opposition was encounte red,
and by 0600 the road had been sccured. Due to ths
limited number of men, it was once sgain necessary to
set up & series of sut-osts, amd csch of the nine patrols
dug in along the road or occupied bulldings.

The ﬂnaty engagsd our positions as soon =g he
discovered th eru and heavy artillery and mortar firc were

brought to bear. He zlsc immediztely began to infiltrate
between our pos ltl ons. By 0715 all of the outposts with

the exception of two had been cut off by the enany. The

remaining two withdrew to their originmal »ositions along

the line east from the woods,

Inemy attempnts to storm th:,thJHQOOﬁnts then selves
were uusuccescsful, The flat terrsin offsred excellant

Tields of fire for our mschine guns nd riflonsng bub
the positions wsre untai,oiu. By this ti co
medium tenks from the 40th Tank Bettalion e

been dispetched by the coms °“dlﬂc GEElcel

the arca the previous ufburlOUﬂ, ¥88 sCcros

Several sttenpts "ers made b: aks du

to relieve the pressure on t a8 el

esch time the enemy arti lsrs ove 1

positions.

In Horik itself T.t, Lece A, Mesta:
platoon le=zder, found himgedlr in on
He was ”St?blLShC with kis petrol
in one houses, while the cnsmy was :
60 yards awey with their mschine gun, Vel th
able to attsck the other becsuse of the osen 27

R S i o 1 i A







e

{ Authority

EB} NAGA Dute

e ———— s

=]

e}
fed

£

oo

between., Tinaglly at dusk C=zpt. Nelson, ths tan commsnder,;
sent the tenks forward under the protection of s very
heavy artillery concentration to bring bvack the isolated
-units. LS the coneentration wes fired, the tanks

advanced and picked up the men Iln the ?orw*rd positions,
Many of the men rode on the outside of the tanks. Lt.
Mestas! plstoon wes in the most difficult position end
presented the hardest problen of extrication. The tanks
approached to within 30 ysrds of his position. TUnder
cover of the cus& and & neighboring building, ths men

iere able to crawl to tne weiting tanks Lt., lecstas moun-
ted one tank and hung on the outsids. ”he“ the tank
reached the rear ares, the lieutenant d ismounted., The
tank hatch - es opened snd seven men from his platoon,

and the five men crew btumbled from the inside,

€
=
&
1

Upon withdrawal the troops were set up along the line
occuplied during the previocus afternoon, but the nosts were
now esteblished for & disbtance of 1,000 yards ezst of the
Bois 1le Due Cenal. This line was held throughout the
night of the &28th, and the next day. During the next day
repeated enemy zttempts to atbtack were broken up. Qur er-
tillery fired concentrstions for the entire front, These
concentrations were adjusted by the forwerd platoon
leaders each time the CGermans came up in colurns =nd
deployed, The Germens were not able to get within 300
vards of our positions. Hovever, as the sneny strength
built up, it eppeared that the sxrtended line with th
small number of troopes was dangerous, and consecquently,
during the night a new line wss set up to the rear along
the road running east from the canal at 616044,

During 30 October, sctivity was limited to patrolling.
One patrol of three men wes cut off by the Germsns and
either killed or captured, and snother ran into a mechine
gun cbout 75 yerds to its front. The men in the lstber
patrel crawled up 2 ditch Tiiled with water and returnsd
to their position., During the sfternoon the platoon of
infantry was withdrawn froi the llne, leaving a g&v.
Tank destroyers were sent down to assist the Ren forcss,
and they were successful in stopping & patrol of about
20 Gemmens which =ttempted to infiltrate throu 1ah the 257 .
During the afterncon a large petrol consisting of troops
of the 15 Scottish Division Reconnaissance unit and Troop
A assault guns wss sent to eleen out the peat works to
the east and slightly north of the defense line. The
Germans hed infiltrsted behind our nositions snd were
menacing us from the resr. The sitc was cleasncd out at
a cost to the cencomy of ten desd &nd five csnbured,

Preparations were nade by

division for =n attack to
the south on 31 Ocio ber, and during

3
the night of 30 October,
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Troop # was withdrawn from the zone ssst of the cenal

after four days of dogged fighting sgainst an enemy
force estimated to be a batialion of the Hermann
Paratroop Regiment.

—_— o e Sl e e




| L)

_3 Autnority
EEer{\ARAlkh

COMBAT PATROL
6 November 1944

On 5 November 1944, Lieutenant Colonel Samuel T.
McDowell summoned 1lst Lieutenant Dalton J. Thibodeaux
to 34 Battalion Headquarters, 117th Infantry, and ordered
him to prepsre nine men of the 24 Platoon, Company K, for
a reconnaissance patrol in the Mariadorf area. The
colonel, in company with the S-3, Captain Wayne Culp, and
the S-2, lst Lt. John D. Barabaz, directed Lt. Thibodeaux
to reconnoiter the enemy defenses in the regimental sece
tor that night, determine how thoroughly they were dug in,
and ascertain to what extent they were prepared for an
attack. This information was desired either to sub-
stantiate or prove untrue a report of a prisoner of war
captur ed earlier in the day that the enemy had withdrawn
in the sector.

A short time lster, Colonel Walter M. Johnson,
Regimental Commander, 117th Infantry, and the S5-2, Ma jor
Wwarren C. Giles, gave the lieutenant a more specific
briefine both on the mission and the territory to be in-
vestigated. Furnished with aerial photos to facilitate
his daylight reconnaissance of the route he would cover
thet night, the 1ieutenant, accompanied by his platoon
sergeant, Staff Sergeant Roy A. Bettes, who was to be
second in command of the patrol, moved to a vantage point
on the terrain snd studied the ground over which the
patrol wss to operate.

Before an opoortunity presented itself to orient

completely the members of the pstrol, Colonel Johnson
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again called the lieutenant to his headquarters and
told him to esbandon the idea of a reconnaissance patrol,
Higher headquarters had requested that on 6 November
1944 a 25-man conbat vatrol be formed to probe the
enemy lines and capture a nrisoner of war.

Lt. Thibodeaux, for tactical unity, formed his
patrol from his 1st and 24 sguads. Four men from his
3d squad, led by Sergeant Harry.C. Farrington, were
selected to act as rear guard; they were armed with
rifles, a bazooka end a BAR. Ammunition loads for the
riflcomen: consisted of two bandoleers and three frag-
mentation grenades, while the men armed with BARs
carried nine full eclips. This ammounted to a total of
180 rounds of caliber 30 ammunition. Sgt. Farrington,
who carried the bazooks in the rear protection detail,
also had four rockets., Two men hed an SCR 536 radio
each, One a@id man, Pfc, Williem L. Gussman, sccompsnied
the patrol.

Wnile arrangersnte were being made with the company
throu:1 whose lines the patrol had to be guided, Lt.
Thibodeaux gave his men preliminary instructions and
warned then about the.necessity of maintaining silence,

"Remember, fellows,ﬂ he said, "if you're hit, grit
your teeth and take it. One cry end we're all sunk. And
another thing; no matter what hawvwpens, there won't be a
single one of you left out there., I'll get you back

some way,"
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At 1910 the patrol moved to a break in the line of
buildings in the village of Schaufenberg (A). Lt.
Thibodeaux stationed a radio man there with the warning
that he would receive only one transmission--the
notification of the patrol's return. Pfc. Thomas Barry
carried the rsdio that accompanied the unit.

It was necessary to form the men into a single file
to pass through mine fields and trip flares that were
installed by our treoops in front of the lines. With Lt.
Thibodeaux leading the way, the men, maintsining visual
contact, negotiated this area without event, Once on
the other side of the field, the patrol moved into s
wodge formstion, each wing comuposed of a complete squad.
The rear guard remained at the conter and slightly to
the rear of the onen end of the wedge,

Moving slowly esnd with e¢xtreme caution to lessen
noise, the patrol worked its way to a point (B) 200 yards
cast of the mine field and 100 yards north of a slasg pile
(F). The men heard enemy voices and the movement of
tracked vehicles in the vieinity of the slag pile, but
since the area was hoavily mined, they itaintsined the
sanc Tormstion snd moved on as planned. At 2015 hours
they reached the railroasd embankment (C) thet ran gen-.
erally north and south some 1000 yards in front of our
lines. This embankment, 20 feet high, was believed to be
the Germzans' first line of defcnse. Its slopes were very
steep and as oné patrol member ssid, "A guy would have %o
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seremble on all fours to cet up the thing."

The patrol dispersed along the friendly side of
the embankment, and Lt. Thibodeaux, accompaniéd by Sgt.
Bettes snd Private Otis B. Barnett, cravled to the top
of the bank and established a listening post. Sgt. Bettes,
hearing the approech of vhat he believed to be an enemy
patrol opersting on the other side of tho.traoks, touched
his slatoon leader's arm, signslling the discovery.

"Visibility was so poor I couldn't tell the number
of Germans in the patrol," stated Lt. Thlbodeaux.

Since he had not penetrated the enemy lines far
enouch to accomplish his mission, the lieutenant decided
that & flro flght st thils time 'ould dcfeat his purpose.
So he normitted the Germans to move out, of hearing.

Sliding baclk down the cmbankment, the three men then
held = hurricd consultation thet was interrupted by Sgt.
Bottes! discovery of .en cnomy trip wire attached to a
pbooby trap. Lt. Thibodeauz tore ¢ strip of vhite border
froﬁ nis mep end merkcd the wire. Then, statlioning him-
sclfi at the marker, Le guided his men arsund the trap,
‘moving them toward the southwest along the friendly side
of the embankment. Just a few nminutes after the movement
started, Sgt. Bettes locatecd another trap which the
licsutenant slso marked.

"How the hell he found those things in the dark, I

don't now," the liecutenent said later.

P BRE



I\(‘ s

& T ‘\—*[\,Al‘ "‘

- ——— ——— -

e i | ST

CoNEITDENAETI AL

e I = e R

Once beyond the trans, the patrol again moved forward
in wedge formation. When the lead man reached a position
approximtely 20 yards from an underpass (D), he heard
eneny voices and helted. With Lt. Thibodeaux 10 yards
behind him, Sgt. Bettes wriggled up to investigate.

"They must have picked us up at that point," stated
the sergeant, "for they heaved a grenade thst landed end
exploded between me and Lt. Thibodeaux,

Immediately ell the men dispersed, endeavoring to
run beyond grenade range., Before they got away, the
Germens threw two more, one of which bounced off the arm
of Pfc. Charlie B. Collier before exploding. No one
was hurt, however, snd the patrol reassembled some dis-
tance from the underpass and took up its forma tion.

Lt. Thibodeaux, realizing that it would now be
impossible to penetrate further into enemy territory,
led his men back towsrds their ovn lines. They had
traversed sonme 200 yards on their return route when a
flare caught them ot (B) and they were forced to hit the
ground. Since fleres are often used to direect artillery

nd mortar fire, the patrol expected to bs shelled, Butb
after 10 seconds (which, according to the patrol leader,
"seemed like 10 hours"), the light faded without fire
being placed in the vieinity.

Moving now on the double, the men gained a position
parallel to the slag pile where earlier in the evening

they had heard the enemy. An asutomstic weapon opened
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up on them, snd they hugged the earth. When the bullets
stopped kicking up the dirt about them, they moved
repidly forward until they reached a point where fire
from theif own lires might be dangerous. Then the
lieutensnt instructed Pfc. Barry to warn the radio man
st the point of departure that the patrol was returning.
While friendly troops held their fire, Ltb. Thihodeaui
maneuvered his men in single file through the mine

field and reported to Colonel Johnson at the regimental

comuend post.

Note: This narretive was obtained by interviewing nine
soldiers who were members of the patrol., The Ilnter-
view took place on 7 November 1944 at the CP, 24
Platoon, Company K, 117th Infantry. The men inter-~
vieved were:

1st. Lt. Dalton J. Thibodeaux, Patrol Leader,
S/sgt. Roy A. Bettes, Platoon Sergeant, 24 Plet-
Oon.

Sgt. Sigmund Lavandowiskl, petrol member.
Sgt Harry C. Farrington, bazooka man, rear
gusrd.

Pfc. Lawrence H. Maylin, BAR man, rear guard.
Pfec., Willism E. Pucky, rlﬁlewan.

Pfe. Buel E. Hale, riflemen.

Pfe. Williem L. Gussman, platoon ald man.
Pfc. Thomas Barry, radio man.
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MILITARY GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS e i T

On 13 October 1944, Military Government Detachment
T1-H2 was assigned the mission of governing Ubach, Palen-
berg, ané Marienberg. This group of German villages may

be treated as one city, for they are adja-
Government cent, their civil government was central-
of Villages ized, and most of the populace worked for
the Carolus Magnus Coal 1’inc in Palcnberg.,

The total normal population of the three villages
was 7,800 people, of whom about 7,000 had left the area on
German military evacuation order. At the time of American
occupation, the actual number of inhabitants was approxi-
mately 850. Almost 100 of these were displaced persons
from Russia, Italy, Poland, etc., and about 700 came from
homes in neighboring cities which were endangered by the
tactical situation, These latter people were termed
nprefugees”" to differentistc them from displeced persons
from other European nations. (1)

When the military government group entered the city,
approximately 650 persons were living in & section of the
Carolus Magnus Coal Mine that offered protection from
bombing and shelling. The remainder of the population
occupied tho collars of some of the homes in Palenberg.(2)
As the tectical lines were pushed further east, numerous
civilians emerged from the mines and cellars and moved
into those housse not completely destroyed during the
advance of the XIIL Corps to the Roer. Eventually, the
military government officer essigned the remalnder of
the populace to homes.

In late Novomber, the movement of portions of the
24 Armored and 1024 Infantry Divisions into the villages
created difficulties. Frequently, civilians employed in
the mines by day would return to thelr homes at night and
find them occupicd by Americen troops. Accordingly, after
digcussing the matter with troop commanders, the nilitary
government officer placed lists of authorized house occu-
pants on the door of each dwelling. Even that was not
succossful and it was eventually found necessary to post
"off Limits" signs on the doors.

The actual adninistretion of the villages was accom-
plished by civilians who had been investigated by the
Counter Intelligence Corps and the military government
officer. The military government tesm selected the offi-
cigls to be in charge of the sections and maintained
strict supervision over them. BHowever, it endeavored to
permit the continuance of administration &s it existed
prior to the advent of the lTazis. The burgermelster,
Peter Esser, was recommended by local Catholie clergymen
and physicians. He and his staff, which consisted of a
police chief, city treasurer, and officials charged with
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SECREIL
city health, food supply, public welfare, and statistics,
had occupied public positions prior to the Nazil govern-
ment and were familiar with local problems.

All of these¢ men were carefully instructed in their
obligations to the military government team. They were
required to furnish dailly reporis of their activities as
well as any other informaetion called for by the military
government offlicer. An attempt was made to reduce con-
tact between American team members and the civilians who
were directed to conduct their affairs through publie
officials.

"Of all those eivil cases arising," said Captain
William H. Brooks, Chief of the Military Government
Detachment in the villages, "the mayor handles about 90
percent and refers 10 percent to the military government
team for decision. We make every effort to govern from
the background.," (3)

On entrance into the city, the military government
officer instructed the burgermeister to continue to main-
tain, broaden, and make more reliable a census system.
Under instruction and supcrvision, a careful card system
was seot up glving name, address, occupation, politicel
affiliations, and other peortinent data of every civilian
in the three towns. As other persons drifted back into
the city, informetion conceralng them was recorded and
filed. ©Such a svstem was valuable to military intelli-
gence and to those preparing rationing estimations for
food and clothing.

The police force was composed of 28 civilians approved
by the Counter Intelligence Corps. Besides being charged
with normal police duties, thesec men prevented civilians
from pillaging vacated homes. They were suthorized to
arrest any civilian looters, who were then tried by the
MGO or the board esteblished for that purpose. Persons
apprehended by military police or Counter-Intelligence for
violating Allied laws were tried by the same group. No
serious violations occcurred up to the time this report
was made, which was approximately two months after the
occupation, However, infractions normally considered
minor, such as traveling from one German clity to another
without pass and being out after curfew hours, were dealt
with severely. Curfew hours established for the city
permitted no civilian, with the exception of specific
local policemen, outside between 1700 and 0800 hours.,

From 0800 to 1700 hours, one person in cach family was
allowed to leave his a2ssigned home once = day to procure
food and water.

Public health wes supervissed closely by a doctor
appointed for that purpose. He mede daily reports of
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respiratory, venereal, and other diseases in the area,
inspected childron to determine if any epidemic was
rising, and took steps to prevent sn unusual or unexpected
inerease in rates of illnesses. Medica)l supplies, under
the control of the militery government officer, were
adequate for the oree. A sanitary official was also
eppointed and mnde responsible for the sanitary and sewege
conditions of the city. One of his first jobs was to
dispose of the lerge number of cattle, horses, and other
1ivestock that had been killed during the battle.

Every attempt was mede to meke the populace self-
susteining so ns not to require the army to issue anything
for civilian consurption, By careful supervision and
planning, it was found that all necessaries of life could
be nade avelleble from locel sources. Food, medical
supplies, and clothing were in the immediate area and
could be obbtoined from village stores under military con-
trol.

A careful plan was set up by the military government
detachment to assure an ogquitable distribution of the
1imited supply of food. Grasin, potatoes, turnips, and
cabbages were in nearby fields, and sufficient livestock
was kept on adjacent farms To furnish an adequate supply
of meat. Gethering parties, under the direction of one
civilian, who carried a militery government pass author-
izing himself and his deteil to be out during the day,
collected the grain and vegetables, All food obtalned
from untenanted farms was turned into a warehouse and
distributed by the mayor.

Any civilian who desired food reguested 1t at the
mayor's office, The request was investigated by the city
police and if found legitimate, food was issued. Money
derived from such soles went into a municipal fund to
repay those persons from whose farms food was taken. A
careful rocord was maintained of the number of bushels
of potatoes, carts of cabbage, etc., that were gathered
from every farm, and on the basis of these records,
reimbursement was to be mede to the farm owners on their
return to the reszion., Limited loane wore also made from
this fund to civilians who requestcd 1t.

Tood could bo purchased by civilians from stores at
which they were registered. EBarly in December the mili-
tary government tovi: lssued ration cards which allowed
purchases to be mode besed on the pre-occupation economy
level, By late November the average caloric content of
the adult civilian diet was 2,299, that of children 2,614,
and that of employees of the local coal mine 3,800. (4)
Specific items, such as milk or eggs, Were rationed and
distributed to children or adults vho reguired them to
maintain health.
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A board appointed from the mayorts staff set prices
on artieles, Therc appeared to be no lack of psper money
among the German people, and so the natursl economy did
not suffer from the lack of purchesing power.

The physical aspect of the city, like most occupied
Gernman cities, was quite deplorable. As stated earlier,
the homes in Pslenberg were all demaged, some severely,
some slightly. Roads were broken or cpotted with..ohéll: L
craters. Water meins were frequently broken, and all
other municipal utilities were affected by the ravages
of war. Where repairs were necessary for military pur=-
poses, such as resurfacing roads or connecting water
lines, the tectical unit in the immediate sector was
charged with accomplishing the tasks. Where a public
building was in need of repair or where a home's condition
endangered civilinns and required prompt attention, the
work was done under municipel direction. In the latter
case, necessary work was explaeined to the MGO and if he
approved of it, the burgermeister appolinted a labor group
to accomplish the task. The laborers were then pald for
their work out of the municipel fund that had been derived
from tax collections and the sale of food. As the number
of natives returning to the city lnecreased, plans were
made in cerly December for leveling a city tax to go into
the municipal fund to meet normel city expenses,

The prineipal industry of the Palenberg area was the

Carclus Negnus Coel Mine. Sprawled over meny acres of
land the mine was the source of employment

Operation of for 3,000 persons in 1938 and 3,500 in

an Industry 1944, (5) The cepacity output of the mine
wes estimated at 80,000 tons per month,

although the peeck figurc reached (in 1944) wes between

70,000 and 75,000 tons, HExcept for a brief period of

prosperity in 1937, the mino operated at & loss of three

million marks a year,

The mine was owned by three French companies
(Soeciéts Anonyme des Hauts Fourneaux et Founderies de
Pont-a-Mouson, Compagnie des Forges de la Marine et
d 'Homecourt, and Socidté Anonyme de Micheville) and was
a member of the Rhinc Westphslen Coal Syndicate. This
syndicate probably controlled the mine's operations,

The mine was badly demaged by shell fire and tac-
tical operstione in the immediate area, However, repre-
sentatives of the Solid Fuel Commission, SHAEF, deter-
mined that production of coal was possible and recommended
that mining operations commence as early as practicable.
The military government dctachment of Palenberg began
work on the mine to comply with that directive.
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At the time the military government detachment took
over control of the mine, there were approximately 70
workers. By early December that number had inereased to
about 120, all of whom were employed in making repairs
and adjustments, The mine contsined three levels and
when work was begun under American direction, it was
found that the third or lower level was flooded by natural
seepage of water. This water had to be pumped out before
coal could be mined.

The mine power plant consisted of eleven boilers and
three turbo-generators, the latter furnishing electricity
to run electric hoists, pump water, and perform other
necessary mine functions. TFour of the eleven boilers
were but into immediate operation and sufficient power
was derived for lights. However, there were not enough
pumps in operation to clear the water from the third level.
For that recason, the lMGO requested the aid of the army
englnecers who materially assisted in the work of bringing
the mine back into working condltion.

Mine employees went to work under military government
supervision for the first time on 20 October 1944, Auth-
orized employeos were issued passes vermitting them to
leave their homes at Q730 hours and arrive at the mine no
later than 0800 hours. {6) As the number of available
workers increascd, they wore investigated and given
employment in the mine.

The militory government detechment handled the funds
of the mine in conformity with international regulations.
When the city was occupied, the mine funds wers contained
in the safe of the chief cashier, Emil Singer, and in the
safe of the paymaster, Heinrich Rower. Funds from both
of these sources were audited by Captain William H, Brooks,
2d Lieutenant Edwin J. Zabeik, both nilitary government
officers, and Horr Singer. The monsy on hand was found
to total 187,1068.60 marks with over 500,000 marke on
deposit with buniks in Aachen and Cologne and & credit of
over 400,000 marks due from its parent syndicate.

It was found from rscords that the mine employees
were last paid on 20 September 1944, Thelr rate of pay
at that time was about 11 marks per day, almost four marks
over the average of 1937. (7) On 7 Dccember 1944 the mine
employees were paid for the first time under Ameriecan
occupation., Their payroll was made up under the direction
of the cashier and on the basis of the rats of pay for
June, July, August, 2nd September 1944, (8) All of these
funds and payments wore eudited by a military government
officer of Detachment I1-H2.
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The production management of the mine was under the
direction of the former foremen, Karl Schmidt, who had
been approved by the militery government officer. However,
it was recommended in November 1944 that competent
engineers be secured to supervise operations for the
greatest benefit of the Allied forces and in conformity
with rules of land warfare, (9) On 10 December, French
mining engineers from SHAEF were attached to the military
government detachment to aessist in the operations of the
Carolus Magnus liine,

NOTES
1. Chart, Detachmont I1-H2, 26 November 1944,

2., Letter to the Commanding General, XIII Corps, from
Detachment Il-H2, 1 Docember 1944.

3, Captain William H, Brooks, Chief Detachment Il1-H2,
to Lt. Sigband, 7 December 1944.

4, Letter to the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5, XITI
Corps, from Dotachment I1-H2, 27 November 1944.

5, Report of MII Team 457 to Ass't. Chief of Staff,
G~5, XIII Corps, R9 November 1944,

6., Letter, Special Report to Commanding General, XIIL
Corps, from Military CGovermment Detachment Il-HZ,
7 December 1944.

7. TReport of WII Team 457 to Aiss

tt. Chief of Staff,
G-5, XIII Corps, 29 November 194

4
L

8. As explained by Herr Singer to Lt., Sigband, 7 December
1944,

9, Information of mine obtaeined from conversation with
Captain Williem H. Brooks, 3 Decembor 1944, and
‘Périodic Repdrt  frowm Detachment Il-II2 to Ass't,
Chief of Staff, G-5, 26 November 1944,
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SEARCHT,IGHTS IN BATTIE

Searchlights as an aid in tactical ground operations
have been employed recently by United States forces. First
inaugurated by the British in July 4194l, they were used _
with varying degrees of success until 2l November when a

- United States searchlight battalion began experimenting

with them. .
The British discovered numerous useg for the lights
during the first four months of their employment. In
night attacks, they provided sufficient illumination to
enable advancing infantrymen to avoid traps, recognize
enemy defenses, and maintain direction.
Use of During reorganization, they facilitated
Searchlights movement of troops into line and permitted
anti-aircraf't and artillery units to em=
place their guns preparatory to dawn concentrations.
Naturally they speeded up the rate of night artillery fire
by making the results partially visible to obzervers.
Their greatest value, however, probably lay in following
the retreat of an enemy which, during the night, expected
respite from close pursuit. They also helped troops clear
mine flelds at night, assisted the patrolling activities
of small groups, and permitted night reconnaissance of
terrain. heir use cut down vehicle acecidents on roads,
and congiderably reduced the percentage of non-battle
casualties., The lights were even utilized for purposes of
deception by directing enemy attention to the illuminated
area while an attack was being made on the flank.

Effecting an illumination of approximately 3/L moon-
light up to a distance of five miles, the British lights
could best be used during nights when thick clouds were
present. These clouds acted as reflectors and cast the
light toward the ground. Although rain, mist, or fog-
greatly detracted from the efficicnecy of the lights, their
use during inclement weather was still valuable.

During the night of 17 November, British searchlights,
directed over the &Shth Infantry Division from the left
flank held by the 43 (British) Division, werec utilized by
the 3554 and 324%h Regiments of the 84th Infantry Division
to aid in clearing mine fields that lay in front of the
attacking wnits. Small teams, greatly assisted by British
flails™, were able to neutralize the fields sufficiently
to permit the 333d and 33Lth RCTs to pass through the
cleared arcas the following day in their attack on Geilen-~
kirchen. The British lights continued to be used every
night until 23 November.

“Chain devices attached to the front of tanks. As the
vehicle moved forward the ground was literally flailed
by the chaing, thus exploding those mines lying in its

pathe. T ‘ .' 108 .
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On the night of 23 November, the 1st Platoon of A
Battery, 226th Anti-aircraft Searchlight Battalion, worked
with She British wnit for ohientation purposes. The next
two nights the lights of the 226th AAA Battalion were used

alone,: On 26 and 27 November, the 4113th

Amer ican and 125th Mechanized Cavalry Squadrons re-
Adoption placed the 333d and 334Lth Infantries holding

“the line to the southwest of the Beeck-=-
Lindern area, and for that reason, illumination was not
desired, :

An evaluation of the advantages and disadvantages
resulting from the use of these lights was obtained from
front line. troops operating wnder illumination. Technical
Sergeant James I. Mayne said that in an advance the lights
were of benefit to him because he could turn around and
actvally see the outline of the men of his platoon advan-
cing with him., It was not necessary for him to surmise that
nis men were behind him or on his flank. Sgt. Hayno said:
"If I wanted the boys to drop flat or crouch, I could motion
them into that position, and I could observe the execution
of that by the men., I was certain that none advanced pGst
me, for I could see them if they had. In a word, I had
control of my men all during the time the lights wer'e on,
and did not have to resort to loud whispers or speevh o
pass on instructionsd (1) : !

Tee 5 Carter 0., Burkett was a truck driver during the
period of the attack. He found that the lights aided him
in carrying out his missions. Burkett said that when trans=-
porting supplies and equipment to and from front line troops,
he never attempted to use any of his vehicle's lights, nos
even the blackout lights. Under these conditions he could
not safely drive his truck unless someone walked in front
of his vehiele as a guide, or he procceded not faster than
two or three miles an hour. However, "when the lights were
on, I could drive 15 and 20 miles an hour and save hours
getting supplics up and back., I wasn't constantly tensed

and afraid I was going to run into the back

Treaffie end of another vchicle or veer to the wrong
Control aide of the road and smash into an oncoming

truck or jeep.  Nor was I afraid of running
off the side of the road, ‘into the shoulder and over a
mine. I could unload and load supplies much more quickly
and I could see, and wasn't required to work or drive in
the pitch blaclkmess ordinarily present." (2) :

Pfc. Mareila I. Puente, a front line rifleman, felt °
that the lights silhouetted him when he advanced; and on
that point, Pfc. John C, Galloway, runner from the line to
company headquarters, agreed with him. Galloway contended
that the lights were a great aid to him in helping him find
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various company commanders when he had: a mausage to deliver.
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"However, when I was with the boys and we attempted to
‘advance, we certainly wished we controlled the switech., If .

we did, we would turn them on tb see the terrain and situa-
tion that lay before us, and turn them off again when we
moved. We could switeh 'em on again when we halted, and

i)

off mgain when we advanced.“

The logic and common scnse of that soldier's sugges-
tions are quickly evident; however, it is almost impossible
to accomplish his desmres. But eontrol of the illumination

can be a two or three minute proposition, The lights, as
get up by the 226th AAA SI, Battalion, had a good communi-
cation system. One man, who had telephone commmication
with forward elements, was maintalned at division headquar-
ters. By using his SCR 284, he could eall the searchlight
section and order it to switch the lights on or off. This
system was not an instantaneous one, but it required no

more than two minutes. (3)

"In the drive toward CGellenkirchen, I felt that my
company benefited a great deal by the illumination the
lights offered," said Capt. James W, Mitchell, Commsnding
Officer, Company I. 3334 Infantry., "It certainly aided me
in controlling my unit. I had a good 'idaa. where a]l .the
elements were almost all of the time." (L)

Lt. Charles J. Coakley, platoon leader, Company L of
the 3%3a4 Regiment, also commended the lights for the control
it gave him over his platoon. "Further," he said, "It
greatly aided my sense of direction. I knew I wgs heading

in the right direction and didn't entertain

Obstacles the feeling that I was moving off to the
R@vealed left or right too far. I knew where 1 was

going and could see a tank ditch or a
barbed wire apron."

Two plﬂtoon sorgeanto felt similarly. They said that
they knew Jerry couldn't see their advance, for beams
shining toward the enemy lines blinded the enemy SO that
at distances greater than 100 yards, he covld not perceive
moving troops. (5)

S/Sgk. William Randolph (6) said that his mortar squad
oporated much morc efficiently beesause not only could he
see his mortar shells exploding, but he eould observe how
near their objeetive they landed. "With the lights on, I
was able to shoot mortar shells at a target and not out
into the blackness of the night. I think the lights are
dann good. Furthermore, I know the flash of my mortar did
not reveal my position, for its Fflash was almost completely
lost in the searchlights' illumination.™
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Simllarly flareu or star shella employed by the enemny
in an attempt to illuminate advancing troops or patrols, ,
were not visible when the searchlights were on. . “

The actual functionlng of the lights in this early
stage revealed some need for correction or mcdlflcatlon.
A “C”Pchlighb platoon had six lights but only four 25 -
ton trucks.. Bach light was equlooed with a towed power
plant, Therefore, & minimum of twelve 2k<ton trucks was
necegsary to maintain a ﬁerrchllght Hlatoon

Platoon a8 a line mobllc unit, The reason for the
Equioment small number of trucks wag the fact that
lohlnght inite were not originally de=
gsigned as mobilo unit It was not contemplated that they

would be employed as clok ag LLO0OO yards behind the front

lines and bhe required to move rapidly. Under conditions

existing during the testing period, it was neccgzary either

to tucmot to borrow trucks or to shuttle the same vehicles
ck and forth. This was an unsatisfactory arrangemcnt,

dﬂd it was recomended that scarchlight platoons operating

with and in support of front line eclements be provided

with & minimam £ eight additiongl heavy trucks, vlus

other necegsary equipment and ﬂerfonncl in conforiity with

such reorgenization and employment, (7) ,

Since our lightes differed from the British lights,

we found it necessary to GFOCP’MOﬂb with them in order to
~determine’ how ihoy mnight beg ¢ ntilized, The British
'1light wos a 36-inch, 210 000, OfO candlepower affair,
whereas the Amex ican llwht u“cd for battleficld illumination
was 60 inches in diemebter and overated with a strength of
800,000,000 candlepower, For ithis reason our sceo prehlisghts
had to b employed differently. British lights wcre

get up 150 to 200 yards Trom ecach other but the Americ:in
lights, with their greater power, were dt up from 700 to
1000 yaros apart, and could either ho “mnlﬁc d further baeck

than the British lights to furnish equal

1S Lights illumination or as far Torward as the
Powerful British lighte %o provide greater 111um1na-
t iOIZI.. L4

This first American searchlight platoon was organized
with three lights functioning and one in the 1me¢1ntc
area ae an alternate, The other two lights werc malntalncd
in reserve., A reorganization could have been effected so
as to provide two teams of three lighte cechj or perhaps
four, five: or six lichts could be cmployey at one time more
effocetively. : _ :

In any event, the use of lights for battlofield
illuminotion wrs S0 new that experim-ntation was cortainly
reguircd, and the trial and error mecthod was a necessary

rcsult. :
conlanine . 111
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