


Lt. Oel., A0 WAR DEPARTMENT
ho' lﬂ H:EADQU}'{RFTFRQ J‘r“q. H l‘h

WASHINGTON

MISSING AIR CREW REPONT

IMPORTANT: This report will be compiled in triplicate by each
Army fLir Forces organization within 48 hours of the
ti*r & alr crew member 1s officially reported
missinge

ORGANIZATION: Icocati-m; by namepAF Sta ]]Q,COWﬁ or Alr Force Eighth
509th Bomb

Group B i Squedron etanrriont

SPECIFY: Placze cZ Departure OoeRac gnst
Targot or Intended D“ﬂ11naEfo¥§53§krld§4gng, ype ¥ vq Oﬁ Hea:g Bomb
T TIME OF Cluiti

WEATHER CONDITIONS .ND VISIBILI

I g

PO ED aflg ¢lond “E‘ target; Ij.aj.hn%tz: qud

GIVE a) Daygp ion Year and Lonatlon Sterkrada Germsa
or last knovn whereabouts of missing ai,c‘ujya Time: 1330 (approx}.

(b) Specify whether aircraft was last sighten(y); Last con-

tacted by radin( ); Forced down ( ); Seen to CP{..;'I.{ ); or Infcre
mation not Avallable( ).

AIRCRAFT WAS LOST, OR IS BELIRVED TO HAVE BEENV I0ST, LS A RESULT OF:

(Check only one) Enemy Aircra ); Enemy Anti=fircraft(X); Other

Clrcumstances as Followa A

J 056 ;I Serles B=L7-G ; LiLF Serial number LL-6078
NICRNI’:ME oF J.IRCRJII‘J- ’ ﬁ any_ﬂf"‘:ﬂ‘w‘ﬂf’p
ENGINES: Type, lModel, ‘and Serlesp. i \A ::eri;.l Tumbers:

(aa) FP ?%&hﬁ“b} _Sif= (0} : A-:on 23
Insta eaponc: Si SHEET .,
THE PERSCNS LIQTED ‘%E.Low m:m. REPORTED AS: (.r:.) Battle Casualty (X)

or (b) INon Battle Casualty ( )
11, NUMBER OF PERSONS AB OARD AIRCRAFT: Cre: _9 Pagrs @ ; Total 2
(Starting with Pilot, furnish the foTloh.nb par _TTculdrs' more
than 11 persons were anboard alrcraft, lis: similar particulars on
separate sheet and attach original to this form. ) Current
Crew Position Name in Full FRank Seorial Nos Statu
- [chard H, 1st. Lt 0-82 '
~7n

2+ IDENTIFY BE”J..‘m"". THOSE FLASOAS WHO AFE PLLILFD"T:)“' LVE LAST LNOWLLDGE
OF AIRCRANT, AND CHECX APPROFRIATE COLUMN TO INDICATE BALSIS FUR SAME
Chec!t Only Cne Colim
' Contacted = Tsaw
Nome in Full qerial by Last ‘SawiForced
(L:st Nome First) Rank lNumber Rndlo Sighted Crash'Lig
x ]

1. Vergen, Reinhold W, 2nd Lt 0-826035
. }225

T

(over)

NOTE: Position by coordinates when last sighted:
51 degrees 31 ' N, 06 degrees, 48 ' E,




17,

(O i 5 o e o R T

IF PERSCNNEL ARF ?FT;IEVFD TO HAVE F’T“"VIVFD ANSWER YES T‘O ONE COr
THE FOLLOWING STATTRI (@) Parachu were u.s(.d .Persons
were seen wuliﬂc'f\.m? from sceno of crr‘sh : “n,,"'"ffhcr reason
(.Jpecif)j No informatlon av ul_tb.m_t\,:ti'nnm thi g8 peragraph,
ATTACE AERIAL PHOTOGR/ IF[, WMLiP, CI “‘“T, OR SrbTCH, SHOWING THE
APPROXIMATE LOCATION WHERE AIRCRAFT WAS IAST SEEN t”l‘-'{ HEARD FROM.
ATTACH Eﬁ:EuuNES'ﬁ '”"‘”" TFT—““ CF C“ino.i, F' 'LLD LANDING, OR OTHER
CIRCUMST/NCES PERTLINTI'G TO MISIING AIRCRAFT.
GJLTU'E N ahE, Ri Tn. il lA\Illd Ib[I_BFH On OI‘I ICLR IT‘ nRG‘E OF SI‘AL‘RCH,
IF ANY, INCLUD I‘”] LSSCRIPTION AND EXTENT

—

Date of Report 25 January 1945

%turl

PATRICK W. “'I.'-'"‘TRITOY JR.

REMARKS OR EYEVITNESS STATEMENTS:

CONFIDENTIGA




S-2 SUMMARY OF EVE~WTTNESS ACCOUNTS

Instructions: le If aircrait returned, only questions ¢ and 7 are
applicable, ‘Quesivion number 5 not applicable to Fighter Groups.
3. Summary lel be prepared in five copies, four of which will be

forwarded, 4. Interrogating Officer will sign original and second

COPY.
GROUP 351s% Bomb

FIRST PILOTGOLDSBOROUGH,RICEARD H.lst Lt 0-8233BlsTIn.rTIoNgterkrade,
TAVE e RANK ASN Germany.

1, Position of missing uircraft when last sighted or contdcted:

5Q_509th Bomt A/C# 44=~6078 MISSION DATE: 22 Jan 45

(a) By cocylinates_51 degrees 31' N, 06 degrees 48' E.
(b) Approximate altitude 25000 ft

(c) Last noted heading East

(@) If out of formation, approximate distunce from
foruation ---gtraggling.

2, Describe enemy cppositlon (intensity of flak, intansity and
method of eneny fighter attack, etc,, with particular referance to

missing aircraft);:
¢ Flak at target was severe, No enemy aireraft

encountered,

3. Description of extent of damage to missing aireraft(including
fires, explosions, etc): :

No visible signs of damage to aireraft.

4L, If aircraft was out of control describe appearance:




iy oo P

S¢ If distres.ed aireraft was out of formetion was it last seen
with escort? no If so, give distinguishlig markings of Fighter
Group if noted (Group nuzoer, oolor and or righter aircraft numbers,
nicknames, etc,)._

—— . ——— 0 2 T — R

6. Number of psrachuios scen and deserlption of Jumps (approximate
altitude, time betwuen juuins, e

tn a
Dy SUG ).

No parachuta2s seen.

7. Any other remarks not covered by above:

Just arter terget, plane dropped back, veered
to the left, and began to straggie.

8, Date of report 25 January 1945.

EYE-WITNESSES:  NAME . RANK ASN A/C#
1. Yergen, Reinhold W. 2nd Lt  0-826035  42-10712%

TR
s

-

INTERROGATING OFFICER (Sign Original and one copy)

‘Mﬁw SEY k Ma jor,AC . 0-912875 it
VAME RANX ~ SERIAL NUMBER — DUTY
IOTE: Supplemental information de#eloping su

7111 be forwarded in manner prescribed in par 6, letter WD, AG, 704

5 July 44) OB~S-ALF-M, subject "Missing Air Crew Report", 7 July 1944,

bsequent to this account
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S¢ If distres.ed aireraft was out of formetion was it last seen
with escort? no If so, give distinguishlig markings of Fighter
Group if noted (Group nuzoer, oolor and or righter aircraft numbers,
nicknames, etc,)._

—— . ——— 0 2 T — R

6. Number of psrachuios scen and deserlption of Jumps (approximate
altitude, time betwuen juuins, e

tn a
Dy SUG ).

No parachuta2s seen.

7. Any other remarks not covered by above:

Just arter terget, plane dropped back, veered
to the left, and began to straggie.

8, Date of report 25 January 1945.

EYE-WITNESSES:  NAME . RANK ASN A/C#
1. Yergen, Reinhold W. 2nd Lt  0-826035  42-10712%

TR
s

-

INTERROGATING OFFICER (Sign Original and one copy)

‘Mﬁw SEY k Ma jor,AC . 0-912875 it
VAME RANX ~ SERIAL NUMBER — DUTY
IOTE: Supplemental information de#eloping su

7111 be forwarded in manner prescribed in par 6, letter WD, AG, 704

5 July 44) OB~S-ALF-M, subject "Missing Air Crew Report", 7 July 1944,

bsequent to this account
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EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT

— —— —— — — — — — — — — — — — —

I, Reinhold W. Vergen, 0-826035, was flying as pilot of
Alrcraft No. 42-107124 on a mission to Sterkrade, Germany on
22 January 1945. Just after the target, Lt Goldsborough, who
was flying on my left, suddenly veered to the left, flew level
for a few minutes, and then went into a steep climb. Then he
leveled out and went off on a west heading which should have
brought him to Belgium. His plane was under control after ue
leveled off from the climb, I saw no parachutes and beard
nothing over VAF. It is impossible to say what the reason for
his leaving the formation was, since there were no visible signs
of damage to his ship. Flak was hsavy in the area, however,

and damage may have been done internally somewhere.

oo dotoFH Leng_

REINHOLD W
2nd Lt, Air Corps.




, 22 Jan. 1945 1400
Tyre: Vortrous
509 HBo 3qd,
351 Group
Target: Alrbase U'nna

10 Febr,

lst It, COLDSBOROUGH Pichard Henmen ?

2nd Lt,

F/o.

s/8gt.
T/8gt.
T/Sgt.
8/igt,
s/sgt.

DALIX

SHIPTE

PIL'ER

......

FUSH ING

Charles Frederik
( Hosp, }

John

Georpe

'31!'1 "-o

Thosas Francls
John Veltom
Ramsey P,

Jask Thosas

LY T aa——

XU 3413 \
0-823354 ecapt
0-926287 oapt
T-R128475 eapt
7099324
IM914ES

capt
oapt
UT95252 fapt
19201880 tpt

39340922 eapt




KU 360

Report about Shot doma of one asericanm Flane:

Date end tise of shot downs 22.%n J%S 1400,
R e me——__
Flase 1 Aagten
Lype of plame: Sertress
Bepecting Units Sceaninghardt « lanten

LB E R R R EE R R R E R R A AR E R A E R A B E R R R N e
e - - - A

Romsaisehin Jodm  Borm:  12,%areh, 1918, B/0,  T-128425 eapt.Dulag luft “eat,

Goldsboreged  Ricdard
Bervon Wl kineburgh  24,arch 1923, 1st,it, 082335, *

Fendall Kasseyr 7/ Sgb. 19201880 *
“.‘ Jagk Troman 16' “,olw- w. ”m .
Qllh / ..'o
“alapp Jolm delton 8. April. 1521, 8/Sgt. 4795852 »
Callahan Fla,
Esnnedy Thoms Frunais T/egt. 33701485 ¢ »

Ball) Charles snd LS, wounded Hoepl al
3,00, 1945, .

1, later “eport on 22,Feb,1945
10.3"!!.1916- T/SE‘. m . m af't m
US i

22, Feb iS5, Veo.

m luft on 10.,Jan.195. Ve,




KU 3613

Registration Foums
PREsEE NI RRAREISLS Date of arriwal 3.Feb, 1545

¥ller Carl ¥,

/gt Sex. No. 37099324

Position 1 AE AG USAAP
When and where borni 10 Junme 1916 USA,
Narried No children Frotestant
Fporced downs 22,J8n,19.5.Afterncon near River iass. by Flak
Captured 3 " " ®
By: Gersam Soldisrs,

type of siverafts B 17,

GREX Crewnenbers |

Co.Filots Zmd.Li. Balik Charles 7, POV,
Inginesr: 7/Sgt, Wilier Carl P, POW,

Dates  3.Feb,1%3 N Signature,

Trensport Wesel 3.Fed,1945.
bas Re Writien by recelver.

Sudl ng but studbown Americax,is troine in sowter intalligence
and gave mo further informations,Crew 9 man . e told the name

of 2nd.IA, Ballk only,beczuse toth leginjured lived st this time EJN
togrther,
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A
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Ml Quarters 23 Jan 45
Alrbase Oommard B (v) 239 X1
Field Peotal Vo, L 23 333 ig Pa Unna/V¥
Subjest: OCapture of an enesy Alr Foree Persemnel
Tor ZAstriduter
Famat Pusling, Tack Thomas , 39340977
Plags of Capturel 300 m west of Brosderedosch
TWigecof Oxptures 22 Jon 45, ab 1418 hours >
Saptured Yy! Ogefy. Stubnev/E/ Faseh, Jg. Rgt. 2
Nationality! JNorth imerican

Namet Jokn Bomanishin, /0 ¥ 198475
Plase of Gapturet Near Honsdeek
Pime of Oaytures 22 Jem 48

L

Septured By1 s N.0, Bedienung 8 Comp, O0fhr, Willems P

Bationslisy: North Americen




st Lt Riobard H. Goldsborough i3 ¥y, Stuart W, Ooldsborough, (Pather)
1217 So Negler Ave
Pittaburgh, Pemnsylvania

2nd LA Sharies P. Balik 2t #r. Paul Badik, ‘(Pather)
v Mercer Road /
New Brighten, Pesnsylvania

¥ Johnm Rossalsiln 76 Mrs, Dorethy i, Romanishin (E:. a)
220 Pulton Street
Millville, Hew Jersey b

Sgt George F. Shirts Mr. Sarry V., Shirts, (Pather)
422 Nest Third Street
Cameron, Missouri

T/8gt Cerl F, ¥iller ’(5))) ira, Annie ﬂmr/"ilothnr)
11034 ¥ 10%h Strest
Iittle Roeck, Arkansas

Ers, Carl ¥, Willer; (~ife)
1620 A Street
Lineoln, Nebraska

T/8gt Thomes F, Kennedy, Jr, A gy Auma Rennedy,  (Mother)

1304 ¥ Clementine Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvanix

8/3gt Ramsey P, Fendall WU) ¥rs, Gladys R, r-m.’/(m)
711 8 E 11th Street

SJ)) Portland, Oregon

m. P.w I. hll.pp.":(ﬂifl)
2131 Thacker Avsaus
Jacksonville, Florida

) AN v
Sgt Jaek T, Ruphing [ ° Mre. Leols N, Rushing. (Mother)
General Delivery
Greshan, Oregun

8/8gt John M. Kalapp T




o’ £ .
-

INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIBNNAIRE

dame of crew member: Shirte, Ceorge ¥.

gﬂal number:

Position: Crew (Bomber) m/m): Sese Jusmer

Did he bail out? |} Ap hot+ sure.

ouey Jowey Maas Ilivey gr

Where? _ S ¢ _Eu.* O res+ o% crew C.ahadian Joqbhtarg syeut

i 4§ g not, lhy not? 'T_L{V'L LA.L)UJ'C‘I be h o YFCa s OW wh “ ha+‘ t“)’.._.c']!_’-
5 vi Awt. o
Last contact or conversation just prior tec or at time of loss of plane: [}.*_i | ou f’

o~

__Qki\'*.s and fomawishin (lebhnny ) Roagy
- L4

]

Was he injured? A/ O

Where was he when last seen? sa a-tfing v nose w'idh pavachote oOn
r - s

Any hearsay information: (S ev mans had his hamo o | K¥eyvoqa o
P

c(_rl{c-' } L)_”,‘lé\_}\'.‘. g‘,r_i_é(;nu{_{ 1 S L&q..*\.lhl.-“ > 7 ¢ . u./ L\«O CJ f)t:

__Q\_éjﬁ 40 oscertoin whedhey oy net he rewmained ih ozt plane .

Z]\; aiy slase ¢ voshes }ﬂcL]nJ Pava dink Jiues, A thu_dig_'\

) 3
Sajdiey .ﬁthJ A w ;a.cldYCo:a S8Y iy Radio O‘e'“\‘h)‘ - al'ri' He
wro te heg @xplaining +he scene. 13 Jhe a velone Los vwhndev Ingpection

Source: mé-‘ oY x‘u\éunuﬁ_ o8 One C.Qul-’-l have

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition:

*LC. a YO un 5 “'r\.;_ { Yo w A S bu\?:\ Qu“’ol 4o Che rm & 1 re .
-
HL\-UU‘W’&}'GT e A S _ﬂ'i\_ﬁ‘l’ -}lhrﬂur\l\ ’f'-!, M ijbeu wa 5 ke KEJ.

L_n.“ $uyved C.\Jvkhc..r wos blown obout Ly _ﬁgﬁ_ & 1a1C - hadhl

(reavqe F. Shyv¥e was Killed by Cwema Sive gyvom Syroad Jine Froeps

Total number of missions of above crew member: 4 - Ji . K /7

Dates and destinations if possible:

( 9y oo & D)

V i

6-3861,AF




AFPPA-12
’ CASUALTY QURSTIONNATRE

Your name Geldshovow hayd M. Rank Js}. L+.  Serial No.Q-¥2335 4
B.G. sthAF. dson
Organizatior 35| Gp Commander Burns Rank £8Col. 5qn coLf Lel. Rucha Rank
(full name) (full name)
What year 1945 month _Jo day _2.+ did you go down?

What was the misaim,ﬂg;i ald. Boh}],“t.q&rget,o““"("““ £ ,target
time, _2 ‘oo PM ,altitude, gbooo route scheduled, Sovik
St i 7o Bhivs ,Toute flown _Jo wm<

Where were you when you left formation? g o vin q 1‘a¥’~}€+

Did you bail out? IYCJ

Did other members ot crew bafl out? )f(::.‘a

-

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aircraft for whom no
indiviaual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
give facts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge". _A)) o % us baled
oyt Jus ¥ puey +he hnes [over Sviewdluy Feppidory) Ww e weye
Blews Yack jnto Encmvl Jines by wind Qelkpsis Maad Pivey.
Linme obov¥y 2.30. \We wexe eviypled o nd o W [1:9 OV
Sriesdlq 4e¥Y. when Srond line SlakK hidus ansg sedus agIre
Where did your aircraft strike the ground? lv/cs+ o & riaas yiuveY belaad

c_...\ngiim\ 11 25§

What members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground? (Should

aross check with 8 above and individual jquestionnaires) _a | Gl cxccp +

__p!.'l'hun.ej . Shivis e sC v A me ¥

—

Where were they in aircratt? Ln $he v pa_&_'l +10ns:

What was their condition? _Uwiniw ved awd oo

When, where, and in what condition did you last see any memters not already des-

cribed above? _ Q. -_-zi.,g.A._;__a,_.L Coauditton

Please give any similar information on personnel of any other crew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

(Any additional information may be written on the back)

8-3862, AF




-

INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTFONNAIRE

gﬂaﬁ-of crew member: m. George 7.

‘Saerial number:

Position: Crew (Bomber) m’/”’ﬂl,”) Nose Ounmvr

Did he bail out? __ yinknowni mav have bailed out and shot by German troopsj
or injured by flak; may have suffered lack of oxygen and craqhed with plane
Idlland, near Mus '

Where? ¥ Dar th
German front lines.
If not, why not?yr htened to e engineer last

one to gee Shirts. Plane was on fire, we were at 20,000 feet,
Last contact or conversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane:

e on o than proceedure ——
oxygen check,
‘E'B ne i“'lu.rad? IIW‘

Where was he when last seen?

in the nose section of the plane
Any hearsay information: __ To my knowledge thare was nc additional

—Ainformation

Source: None

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: v opinion on

Shirts fate is based wholly on sup'poaition,

Total number of missions of above crew member: patwean 14 to 16 migsions

Dates and destinations if pOSsible:M’ﬂ on_gz Ja&nuary, 19453 we were

-on a heading to Rrussels.

ohodis F Aste




AFPPA-12 ' v ’
-

' CASUALTY QUESFIONNALIRE ( 24n
Your name _Charles F. Balik Rank 2nd It Serial No. Q=926287
Organization 351RG Gp Commander ___Ball Rank LC Sqn CO__Korge™  Rank Major

(full name) (full name

What year T945 month _Januayy  day 22 d4id you go down?

What was the mission, __Stertgrate.G, target, 0il refinereis ,target
time, unknown ,altitude, 25,000 feet route scheduled, unknown

,route flown __unknown

Where were you when you left formation? 0 copilot

turned of the target we left the formation, two engines were hit.
Did you bail out? Yes

Did other members ot crew bail out? yes Shirts?929222222%2¢%

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aircraft for whom no
individual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
give facts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge". _ Tail, waiat, and $
—gunners went out the waist excabe natch, Pilot, copilot and
—enginear went out after the navigator through the navigators
—excape hatch, Course taken by nose gunner unknown.

Where did your aircraft strike the ground? ¥eat of the Muss River in Holland

What members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground? (Should
cross check with 8 above and individual ;uestionnaires}

Where were they in sircraft?

he stayed with aircraft when it hit the ground
What was their condition? _ _Condition of

When, where, and in what condition did you last see any members not already des-
cribed above? __Seen Carl Miller (engineer) last before I bailed out of

Please give any similar information on personnel of any other crew of which you

have knowledge. Indicate source of information. Now Knowledge

(Any additional information may be written on the bap.() 3 5 g

6-3862,AF
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P INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of crew member: mn-'. George F.
Rank : al‘
Serial number: O

Position: Crew (Bomber) # mﬂf/”’m’ﬂ Nose Gummer
Did he bail out? /o sery Lo lcbe 5 JEs
A 74 cT/
Where? #igs He a5 ores o /d/«z’“, w c Herw oy Pt )/‘/f:-p';;,

/e"/f/,—f.’yofz{ Aerr Arafrice /fe//.a—/ﬂﬁﬁ"
If not, why n

Last contact or conversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane:

= Y
//a ,&'ffé o, OO Sy < %9,,_ e >0 .

Was he injured? __@nw- wfrgp Fo creig-peci /2 poze , Fo.

Where was he when last seen? Fzes, rHe& AHose fie Xek, foeel A o
[~

Any hearsay information: e wexF Ao e losF wat s S ooine

fhe tpsec L feare sHtefco e SgX S s sws
[~

o " - =] -
COHEPls g & OTRr cdc ’ ey Lt e feer <o - e o e o S
- >

: - -
Lervoee (ric & a/;a'c:(_} ’%44” Ll P ES S o Sl f POl S Sl vrr”
/

=) L=
Cu s 0/:\'4/( Lo o @ cof Picr X Lee //90/// e L A A Lt . A

-

jg;g/ A a S A < {/g/p_, b e Pt soe TRE Qi

Source: ( Q A EI—- (W Y
Any explanat ion his fate based in part. or wholly on supposition: J)at:pf.e:" T e

G er ACX AT ﬁ( J/{ar//?f & SS A I T atear A e S
AT Pt 4 o//'arg- /-c Pl il S /,ﬁfa/e‘//.y

)%/ﬂf{/ﬁj L KESE ﬂé‘//’f )4 /ﬂ o /;.,-_ /-/.r"‘/f a//', J‘ﬁf-/—___
752?/ wito /50 .,.://zz'c.-' e /trd/( P {f" .-7 fk"w

4
PG g 2L /z/} fﬁ" b 2 P f,?’ o> AT = //
/_‘é‘zg Cow /o Aeier Focic 7dc e ﬁ/—-’_/’:p?—

Total number of missions of above crew member: 77

(=)
Dates and destinations if possible: _c,sr/fr Fe o Sl Loty L’é.-r-(/:i/
& &

> O

KL S OAT X O rfrr 75, AP~ Ao P4 Af/.:.s:;fp;,__,

o

Hore 277 s Eernctin & o SOk o C icay . ~OE — T~
/_

6-3831, AF




CASUALTY QURSTIONNAIRR

Your name _&fx_{:{# e /) S~ er oal Rank -’/;’y/ Serial No. /A7€/ 580
5 r &b 4 o
Organization Gp Commander Ba // Rank Cof San coforge ank Aayor-
{full name) (t'ul? name )
What year /?{"f _ month 32(2.4 - dayq..?‘g did you go cown?
- o
What was the mission, o5 = , target, ,2)"81—[2&0/6 es 7 , target
time, /.22 ~Z 4.  altitude, el OCO route scheduled, €& e
Kadsr taltteg, wesr route flown _das et ca e .
crer AF/ano
Where were you vhen you left formation? _2#€ 4 e /'5_3? e~

Did you bail out? YaT, deaX o crvsr rFe ZargeX.

Did other members oi crew bail out? o €5 4 ‘/ﬂ N o o e

&59(/.

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aircraft for whom no
individual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
give facts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge".

COn __elker _sro/c .

- o (=4
Where did your aircraft strike the ground? ___ Zxr e ('#gd‘/r;-&. fwes Aewp
Tt KAy, F eyt

What members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground? (Should
cross check with 8 above and individual juestionnaires)

/f’dﬁt( ;a /;;g ,(fg,aw/agyg;

—

Where were they in aircraft?

What was their condition?

When, where, and in what condition did you last see any members not already des-
cribed above?

Lt X A Il MM ps A L E R b e v
fEL & S Eive s LT B A SN pOew !

LA . T s e g s L Pree * e . T

Please give any similar information on personnel of any other crew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

e /"Zr-x/dg;/ec

(Any additional information may be written on the back)

8-3862,AF




L Cwas //c /;;7 lcff/_:‘}‘“ /ﬁkﬁc"ﬁ o Fhir :r’:;},,

Flee ,()f/a'/' /frrz Flor or oer o /I// oce ' we | mer

0///’:'(/‘// a Lore Flece Crmt oo as = é'e;—m,,, /}q”z)‘
arnce” 2 /Jn-ﬁm‘a/d/?/ s S’ A e RS S oSoepr Cm
ppatle Fle rmr;/f‘{y relep s & aice” AT et Al
Goor ocX . 2 Jopt e Feol" aks” Sas Sfhe rwetS-
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. Arrigfii'

¢

Name of crew member:
Rank:

Serial number:

Position: Crew (Bomber)

Did he bail out?

INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTTONNAIRE

Shirte, Gearge ¥.

ogt
IHITHEH T sove oummne

Where? li2or Arnl

If not, why not?

Last contact or
ready to bail out,

conversation just

e r

r Il WK &

prior to or at time of loss of plane: ,

-

Was he injured? &0

Where was he when last seen?
: Aa - £ - W -rr .

alde 0O i

Any hearsay information:

Y

Al

Source:

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly o

s ua 1

, supposition:

Total number of missions of above crew member: I

rs

Dates and destinations if possible:

6-3861, AF




%
4 arpPa-12

AGUALTY QURSTIONNAERE

Your nanma J‘:; F.dller Rank _7/5:4 Serial No. zsaogoozal

4 e
H

Organization_jjxlntm Fowmanrer e Tank g g Sqn COgagua ssayx. Aank A e
(full name) (full name)
245 month day .2 did you go down?

_—I-h..n.-.-_.—.‘-——-—

What year 1

What was the mission, Slorirad r.cytarget, ) : , target
time, _after 12 nos ,altitude, 97 NN fand route scheduled,
) OB _Lylar. . , Toute flown ' - -

ﬂhero uere vou when you left formation?

Did you bail out° Yox

Did other members ot crew bail out?

"

r r

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aircraft for whom no
indiviaual questifonnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
give facts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge e Bithin ajxt a .

! ap ~y A - - A | L . ~ 4 . \

v

¥Yhere did your aircraft strike the ground? _.

Ar n Ny 4 11 rri
.

%hat members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground“ (Should
cross cbuck with B sbnve and indiv{dual 1uestionnmrea] 1 ) L tpan T

Whera were they in aircraft?

What was their condition?

"

When, where, and in what condition did you last see any members not already des-
cribed above? ter T } 4 riY -0 : A O EP :

Please give any similar information on personnel of any other crew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

-

(Any additional information may be written on the back)

?

6-3862, AF




INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of crew member: Shirts, George F. File 12011
Rank : 6st
Serial number:

Position: Crew (Bomber) ﬁf/}iiéﬂf/[f{dﬂiff) Nose Gunner

If not, why not?

Last contact or conversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane: :‘_"/ PP :'

Any hearsay information:

Source:

f—
r >

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: éﬁ.'f :"':Ziﬁ_ﬁ. _é"‘

6-3861, AF




SUALTY RQURSTIONNAIRE

#

AW 'v"‘ A' 5 7~ $7% 7 a M
Your name L Qggﬁ ; ; Serial lo.Jdg22rEr2
7 e .

Organization 7297 Gp Commander Z -’7 Rank __.~ Sqn CO : lank

i [Iull name ) (full name)
What year _, F#&s” month < Z2a ety day 22 did you g0 down? ‘ere~

Yhat was the mis.,i(m,LM_ ,t.ar..:m, ___;___,_1.,4_ . jtarget _

time, _asrorrec ;altitude, 2P o ¢ Jroutq tcheduled,
, route flown

¥here were you when you left formation?

Did vou bail out? __-_'g,t-u
r 4

Did other members of crew bafi out? _2/f&8</ — (& Mé_"alm;f
-

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aircraft for whom no
indivicual question; wire is attached bailed out. A crew }ist is 1ttachsd. )’lease
give fagts. If ygu aon't know, say: "No, Kno'uledge" :
A/ - WX A4

Where did your sircraft strike the ground? me“fm‘/

¥hat members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground“ ,(_Shoulc.
cross cjck with 8 above and individual uestionnmres} - s

p -

Where were they in aircraft? _ _2agesg

What was their condition? _Foma R< L2272 2J od A LB CBC

When, vhere, and in what condition did you lust see any members not already des-
cribed above?

Please give any similar information on personnel of any other crew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

(Any additional iniormation mey be written on the back)

6-3862, AF
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AIR BASE HEADQUARTERS MUCDE
McChord Field, Washington

383.8 15 November 1945.

SUSJECT: Interrogation of Former POW's.

THFY + Commanding General, Fourth Air Force, San Fraucisco 6, California.
Attn: AC of §, A-?
Commanding General, Continemtal Air Foroes, Bolling Field,
\ Washington 20, D. C.

T0 1+ Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 26, D. C.
Attn: Personal Af{fairs Branch, ‘oom 4318, lunitions Building.
1. The information below is submitted in cowpliance with the provisions

of Letter from CG CAF to CG 4AF file 383.8 (2 vet 45) dated 2 Oct 45 and 1st
Irdorsement thereto.

2. This report i exempt from reporting procedures per Par. 4a WD
Cir 168, 1946. IS

- a. Name, hank, and ASN of Casualtys
) George F . Shirts, Sgte, (ASN unknown)

be Crew Positions DNose Guuner ce Unity 609 Sq, 351st Bomb Gp.
de Date last seen: 26 Jan 1945 e- Flacg lant sesas heard over

“inter-som just before bailout
near Frankfurt above front line. '

fo Cirocumstance of loss of airorafts Hit by flak

o

g+ Enow irformation (eyewitness)s None

h. Hea tgi_lrlormatxona Two Canadian infantrymen who attempted to
rescue the co=;ilot told the co-pilot they saw nine (9) chutes come down, which g
was the total nuwaber of the crew. However, whan the crew membars were
immediately assexrbled--they were captured by the enemy as soon as they landed--
only eight (8) wers accounted for, and Sgt. Shirts was missing. He did not
show up at any of the interrogation camps ¢+ POW camps. Crew concluded he
either rode the ship down or was shct down as he parachuted. The family of
Sgt Shirts was advised that he was officially listed as dead.

i. All other information with estimate of reliabilitys Nonme




‘ : {
BASIC LTR fr CO MeChord Field, Wash. to CG AAF, thru CG 4AF and CG CAF,
subjeets interrogation of Former POW's, file 383.6, dated 15 November 1945.

Jo Iéama, ASN, and unit of rﬂpor»or-

Y s L,,w/ f’f/_w ;;,MLV
"A" 464th

%’5gt }a»r Te RUSHING JJ34OG”2

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICEK:

iéi4 <§b@’4,41/¢xei{¢_
E M. S‘h\'Dth
LnaJor, Air Corps,
Base Intelligence Officer.

AAFBU NeChord Fld,

Wash.




NoChord Field, Washingtem
82,8 umw.

WEJROE: Interrvegation of Formar POW's.

TOA ¢ vemmandisg Semeral, Fourth Alr Perce, San Prancisce €, Galifornis.
*ﬁ'ﬂ.l “ of '. *“z :
Sommnding General, Continental Alr Forees, Belling Fleld,
Waghingten 20, 0. 0.

0 + Gommeudicg Gomeral, Army Alr Feives, Washingbon 25, D, €.
Avtas Persomal Affairo Branch, Roum 4315, Mmitions Building.

1, The isfersation belew is sulmitted in emeplisnee with the provisiems
of Lottar from 30 GAP to 00 447 file 383.6 (2 Ot 45) dated £ Oot 45 and lat
Indosresnent therste.

2. This repert is exmpt Orem reporting procedures per Mar. 4 W
Gir 160, 1945.

a. Neme wad ASN of Cesualty:
: M"-m s Bghe, &.-hﬂ)

ke Orow Positioeny HNese Gumner s. Waits 5CD 5q, 361st Bomd @p.

4. Detec lest seca: 2% Jan 1000 o.wsiﬂdﬂu
before baileut

near Prankfurt absve Nent lize.

£. Sirounstance of less of sirerafty Hi% by flak
¢ Town laformstion (syecitness)s Nemeo

| P informati Twe Cenndian infwitrysen who attempted to
mmm-%ﬂlﬁ%ﬁhtﬁqlumtl)mmu.tmh
was the tetal number of the crew. Revewer, whan the erew mesbors were
imwdiately assemblede~thoy ere eaptured by the entmy a8 somn as they loaded--
only eight (3) were sscounted for, wnd Sgb. fhirts sloving. He did aet
show up at wmy of the inSerroration cange or MOF csmpe. Orew coneluded he
either yede the ship down ¢ was shot down a8 he parashuted. %he fandly of
8zt Sirts was advised that e wes officially listed as decd.

i. &1l other informatica with estimate of nggm!s Noae




' 3 {
BASIO LER £r 00 NMeChard Field, Wash. to C8 AAP, thru 06 4V and 00 GAF,
subjestt Interrogation of Former POW's, file 383.35, dated 15 November 1945.

Jo Neme, AS, end wnit of reperters

50 JOY, NUNKING™ 59540022, Bq "A" 46Cth AAVEU MeGhord Fid, Wash,
POR THE QOMMANDING OFFZOWRs

¥ajor, Alr Corps
Base Intelligmee aﬂ‘h-'.




CASUALTY INTERRSGATION FORM
THE ADJUTANT l;h ZRAL'S OFFICE

THE l"A.nlLILS OF MANY OF YOUR COMRADLS HAVE NCT DEEN AS F'(' RTUNATE AS YOURS.
HEIR SONE ARD NUSEANDS HAVE BLEN REFORIED MISSING LN ACTICN AND THEY aKE AIXIOUSLY
alITING TR" LE U“l THEIR FATE. YOU I-'_.xf B ABLE TC SUPPLY THE l?-:F'_ RMATION WHICH WILL

- =y .p

1t
ELP T ; A "'!...J SUSPENSE /ND . WNXIBTY 1. |uI ARE SUF l:-i

IF YOU HAVE INFORMATICN COLCERNING THE DELTH IN ACTIGN CR DURLJG IMPRISCNIZENT
P ANY MEMEER OF THE ..,"I’..‘.LD 1='(" CES YOU ALE VESTED TC FURNISH THE FOLLCGAING INFCM=
TICN AB(UT THE DECEASED:

JLL ! ' DECEALSED George Shirts

CME TCN (R SIATE Cameroén, Mo,

RADE (R RAN sgt. B=17 Nose Gunner
{CGANIZATICN 8th AAP, 361 B3, 509 8q.

JATE AND FLACE (F DEATH 82 Jan 453 Arnheim, Germany

AUSE OF OELTH Shot while descending. Our B-17 (10 man crew)
was knocked out by enemy flak. I believe that
nine of us balled out safely. As Navigator I
balled out of the nose W th Shirts.Be over
combat lines we were shot at while descending
in our chutes. I believe Shirts was killed in
£ this manner. I pretended to be dead on the first
BURIAL shot and got alive. BURIAL PLACRE UNKNOWN.

ERE Y(U A EYEWITHESS TC HIS DPEATH o
AMES (7 PBRS. 'S BELIEVED TC HAVE WITHESSED
BIS DEATH

P YCUR INFCRILTION IS HEARSAY
CIVE NAME .--...D ANDRESS (F YOUR

L

INF SUANT

6 August 1945

112 f47y
Name and Serial Number

.?}c* -4 Bemy 5"( /V//v//ﬁ, M

ur home address

AT

THIS FiRM IS FrR USE BY CASUALT RANCH, THE ADJUTANT GENER.LL'
LA

C‘, CPTICE
WASHINGTCH 20 Da Ca ADDI wal © LS I “.I; P Rl ARE n.w;xl
]
TRy

» T T T AT T OB T y - vy MU ATIARATY TN T A0 rer "y
;,',.;Lx'_._‘}:: ALl b UT R BELCH & Hal oF - THE n,.l..-.n...l.) I LGl nlLal Iv b

BELIEVE T  Ei DE.LD.
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Meldung iiber den AbschuB eines .,

US-amerikanischen Flugzeuges of

AbschuBtag und Zeit:
AbschuBoert:

Flugzeugtyp:
Meldende Dienststelle:

2eiedD. = 1d.00....

Raum Aschen ... . .

Toriress

. ]

Vo

Abschu-Nr. KU 3613

ay Binnlaghard$=ianten. ... ...

Verbieib:
Name und Vernamen: Dienst- Erk.- get.: welches Lager
Geburtstag und -ort: grad Marke: |verw.:| Art d. Verwundeng
tot: Grablage

ROMANISCHIN dohn F/0 Te1264.% gof. Dulag-Luft Vest
12.,3.18
@9LDIBOROUGH Richard Herron 1.4, 0-823354 gef. “nlag-Luft Vest
24.3.23 Wilkinsburgh ¢
PENDALL Racsay P. 3gt. 19201880 gef. ulag~Luft West
KUSHING Jack Thomas 8/8s8. 39340922 gef. Pmlag-Luft Weot
16.5.22 Omaba, Nebr.
EALAPP John Melton 3/8gt, 34795852 gel. Dulag=Lu’t West
Bede21 Gallahan, Fla,
EBNNEDY Thomas Francis ?/Sg%. 33791485 gef. Dul:zgeLuft Veot
BALIK Charl:.a 2.L%, verw, Lag.
Bemerkungen: /

DULAG-LUFT, den 10+1.45 Vo,

S B8HT/44 H

delberger Gutenherg-Diruckerel GmbH, V, 44




