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' SEARCH aND RECOVERY CASE #276 20 August 1951

 PHQCESSING NARRATIVE

1. Search and hecovery Case #276 consists of a skull only with several
maxillary teeth still intact.

2. msiinated Age is 26 to 28 years bused on closure of skull sutures.
3. The dental repair is similar to U. 8. dentistry but of the seven (7)
complete teeth which are present, three of the. have large cavities. The presence

of these large cavities is strong evidence that this skull is for a non-aserican
deceased. It is especlally contradictory for U. 8. Air Force personnel.

WM&Q,/&W)' fee e a0l R

WESLEY A.lmnaP ' FRANS VANDERVALL
Laborgtory Identlflcatlon Technician . D., Professor of
- anatony &nd Anthropology

Liege University, 3elgium



ID # 603
. SR-276

NARRATIVE OF INVESTIGATION & DISINTERMEN
AT HOLLERATH (3/F-00), GERMANY

16 March 1951
I, MATTERS INVESTIGATED:

In compliance with Investigation Directive ID # 603 » AGRC Case
# 9438, dated 5 Jamary 1951, an investigation was conducted at HOLLERATH
(3/F-00), Germany and vicinity in an effort to recover the remains of
S/sgt LEVENTON, GEORGE He, 39412772, who is believed to have been killed
when the aircraft of which he was a crew member crashed somewhers in the
vicinity of HOLLERATH, Germany.

II, FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES:

On 25 Jamary 1945 S/sgt LEVENTON's A/C, A-26-B-15, # }3-22316
received a direct flak hit over the target area of HILIESHEIM, .
According to German Dulag reports, the plane crashed at HOLLERATH, Germany,

Dulag reports further revealed the capture of Lt DOWNING and Sgt
DODO, who were also crew members of the same plane, however, nothing is
mentioned concerning the whereabouts of S/Sgt LEVENTON,

ITT, FINDINGS:

‘The undersigned first contacted the Kreis Ingpector of SCHLEIDEN,
A check of his files was made concerning plane crashes during the war in
the Kreis of SCHLEIDEN, but no notes wers on hand about the crash of an
American plane in the HOLLERATH area, (Ses Exhibit L7 LD

Next person interviewsd was Mr, ETTEN, town director of HELIENTHAL,
From him we learned that his office is the regponsible administration office
fort he village of HOLLERATH, A check of his files revealsd that several
Allied planes crashed in the comunity of HELLENTHAL, which are listed as

follows:
In HELLENTHAL 1943 one (1) plame
In UDENBRETH 1943  one (1) plane
In FELSER 17.8.43 one (1) plane

In HONNINGEN  Aug/Sep 43 one (1) plane

No records were on hand concerning the crash of an American plane in the
HOLLERATH area on 25 Januvary 1945, (See Exhibit wpm),

Since the investigation at SCHLEIDEN and HELLENTHAL proved negative,
this investigator proceeded to HOLLERATH, During interrogation of several
local inhabitants, a Mr, MATHIAS SCHOMMER, resident of HOLLERATH stated that
has no imowledge of an American plane having crashed in the community of
HOLLERATH., During further questioning, Mr, SCHOMMER informed us that he



'_(Narra.ti’fe of Investigation & Disinterment ID # 603, dtd 16 Mar 51, cont'd)

had found a human skull at a spot where an American plane had crashed during
the war, He declared that the place of finding was located on Belgium terri-
tory approximately 3 kilometers from HOLLFRATH, On 21 February 1951, this
investigator, accompanied by Mr, SCHOMMER and g German border guard went to
the place in question, The skull coyld be found immediately, but since the
ground was covered with snow, no further remains could be recovered at that
time, Mr., SCHOMMER was positive that additional remains would be found after
the snow has melted,

Upon being asked about the whereabouts of the wreckage of the plane,
Mr, SCHOMMER stated that Belgium scrap dealers had removed everything since
the war's end. (See Exhibit ncw),

On 15 March 1951, this investigator returned to the above mentioned
place where the snow had melted in the meantime, and an extensive and thorough
search was conducted, but no further remains could be located, Only a few
very small pieces of metal without any numbers or writing could be found.

Since this search resulted negative, it is the opinion of Mr,
SCHOMMER that wild animals carried gway the remains he had seen thers pre-
viously.

A1l persons interviewed at HOLLERATH and vicinity could not give
information concerning the crash of American plane in that area around 25 Jan-
uary 1945, since the entire population was evacuated during the time fighting
took place there,

IV, CONCLUSION:

The investigation at HOLLERATH revealsd that no American plane crashed
on 25 January 1945 in that community, It is possible that the plane in question
crashed on Belgium territory, since HOLLERATH is only 2 - 3 kilometers away
from the German~-Belgium border,

A gkull was found at a place where an American plane had crashed
during the war. A comparison .of. the teeth does not compare favorably with
Form # 371 for 5/Sgt LEVENTON, This skull was wrapped in a mattress cover
and metallic liner and assigned SR-276 for shipment to the CIL, Liege, Belgium
for finel processing,

V. RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that an investigation be conducted on the Belgium
side of the border since the remains were found on Belgium territory., It is
further recommended that the skull found by this team be compared with other
casualties found in this area, Should an investigatien in Belgium prove ne-
gative, it is recommended that the remains of §/Sgt LEVENTON be declared non-

recoverable,
2

N/8gt RA-6848)10
estigator




- o D # 603

Translation

Kreis Administration Schieiden Schleiden/Eifel, 22 Feb 51
The Oberkreisdirektor

TO0; American Graves Service
in Wiesbaden

Upon request of the above organization, it is hereby certified that
at this office, nothing is known concerning the crash or an Allied plane
in the HOLLERATH area on 25 Jamuary 1945,

Also, the records of this office concerning plane crashes, which were
established in December 1949, do not reveal a crash of an Allied plane, as
already mentioned above,

/s/ illegible
Kreils Inspector
(Stamp)

EXHIBIT ®An



D # 603

Trans lation

Statement

According to records on hand, the following four (L) A1lded planes
crashed in the administration area of HELLENTHAL:

BELLENTHAL 1943 one (1) plane
UDENBRETH 1943 one (1) plane
FELSER  17.8.1943  one (1) plane
HONNINGEN Aug/Sep Ll one (1) plane

It is unknown here that an American plane crashed in January 1945,
The communities of HELLENTHAL, UDENBRETH, HOLLERATH and LOSHETM-KEHR

come under the administration office of HELLENTHAL, with fifty-four (5L)
villages all together,

Blumenthal, 21 Peb 51
The Tomn Director
(StampP) /8/ Etten

Exhibit »B"



D # 603

Translation

Hollerath, 21 February 1951
Statement

I, MATHIAS SCHOMMER, residing in HOLLERATH, hereby state the following:

It iz not known to me that a plane crashed in the community of HOLLERATH
during ‘the war, neither a (German nor an American,

During the period fram 1947 until the present time, I have been in
the woods on Belgium territory several times. In 1947-1948 I saw the wreckage
of & plane in these + Among the wreckage, I found a human skull and
other human remains. |I am pretty certain that the plane was an American two-
motorsed typey ] The plane Wreckage had been removed by Belgium scrap dealers
in the 8 1947 - LB, Today, I showed an American command the place of
crash, but since snow covered the ground, no remains, other than the skull,
could be found, I am sure that additional remains will be found after the
~ snow has melted. I am willing to go with the American command again to the
place after the ground is clear of snow,.

/s/ Mathias Schommer

EXHIBIT ™C*
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In eozvliance wiith the lnstructlion contalned in Dovestizailon
Arective § T7h, dated 3 iay 1751, an lnvestigation wes conducied in
the vielnity of ERINEELTY, MUMANGE and PUNEAXCE, Belgiws In an eflort
to recover the remalos of 5/8p% GEURIE H. LEV T, 39412772 reported
as migaing in actien in this ares,

Vi

11, FACTS & CIHCUMTANGES:

mformation svailable indicates thmt 4/0 Aw2G=fel3 §F43-22316, in
whieh Sgb laventon was & urew nember, received & direst hitv from wrmey
sutiegireralt {ire over the target of area of HILLESHEIH, lermany.
Oupms Dudag reporbs indicate that the plans ersshaed at HILLERATH,
Gepmany and that Lt. fobert J. Uownlng and Sgt. John 4, Doddg, teo
surviving sesbere of the three (3) sun orew, wers taken prisonor.

Fyewitness shatesents avbached to Walh § P=240 indicate that only
tws (Z) parnelutes were sesn and 4 splabement made by sne of the survivors,
s agt dJoha A, Todde, lndleates thabt 5zt Leventon was trapped in Lhe &ail
of the A/C and say have been killed or sericusly wounded by bhe flek hurst
which desaged the 4/0.

A previeus L %migﬁti@n, mmac»ed in Lhe viclnity of HE THAL,
DOENBRETH, PRLAER snd HORUINGEN, Cersasy, on 16 Mureb 19351 vevealed no
amgriear plene which erasghed in this arss oo & date which oni be sssociated
with the subjeet 470,

A4 humss skell was foung aear bhe erash site of an Amerlesn plase,
Testh are reported to coupare nsgatively with dental dela contained on
ULMG Form 371 for ngh. Lsventon and rothing could be found which would
pagociste this erash with that of the 4/0 which is the subjecs of this
jovestigation.

ITEL. FIEDIRGE

A visit was hret mede to the tows hall at MDCESATH as sdwicistres
gion functlons of Lhe town of Krinkeli are performed by ithls office, The
georetary stated that no record were ever kept of plane crashes In this
comsuaity other that those presused Lo have bean kept by the german miiitary
during thelr cucupation of wiese lowns, [ue to the fact that the popula-



yar-ative of Investigetlion: : 17 day L1993

tion was evacwaved Iroa Oetober 1944 Yo Yurch 1945 any plane crashes 1o
this area wers nol noted or reported o ladeld subthorities. {Bae Ino #lje

A wisit was next wade to the gendarmerie at Sullangs aa the villages
of uurrsnge and Hunoage are a pard of tids comaunity. Here 1t wan gt
coversd that no of fielal records of plane erashes wers meintained as the
population of this wouauily was also evaguated during the later parh
of 19hh amd the sarly part of 1945, Contact was made howsver wilh Bxte
SCHOLEZA of the Bullange brigade and he stated that hs personally kiew
of two {2} crashes 1o the reglon near the Cersan border. He alse know
of twe obher perscce residing in Pullsnge who had reported addifional
sraghes in this aren, In the company of Sgt. Seholuen these mergong
were conbacied and s visib was made to eash of the areas where pling
wretkaze had been seen, The resulte of thess visits are as followss

(&) Jlane crashss iuvestlgsbed with Sgb. Scholue: Tw arash aites
loeated in the forest north of libcherath near the Cerman bopder
and about one {1} kilometer fron the Sehwaim rivar. wrnoksre
indiosbes plane wae s Bwl7 and all wajor poriions have been
resoved, Pros ths portions of wrecksge ressinlng 1t 1 believed
Lhat thece two oraih sibes are sctually perts of ihs same G
wabhisng found by sbich A4/77 oould be ldentifled. Ho mman renalng
fosnde ' R

{b} Plane orash Lovestigsted with ir. Albert Ornyy

cegsh aite looated in the Forest (Ssebion 164) betwesn Alsenborn
aod sshlevscheld near the Demsen border, .

irpekagze eospletely clsared away.

Semil portious of wmetal remalning and descripllon of 40 wa
furnished by yr. Goray lodicates that this wiv a Tighter type
4/0 of aseriean namilacture, -

nothing found be which 4/¢ oould be identified. Mo human o ing
Foarvd

{¢} Slane Srashe sowestigeted with %r. Joseph ;i%:m&, sorap nebal
desler of Bullange: Four orash altss lecated in the BUCHINLE
forest near RIrange. S

A1l smjor portions of wreckape have been removed, Small portions
of wrecksge remsining Lidicste that three (3) were bomber type
&0 srd ons (1) possibly & Gernsn fighter, liothing found by
wiieh 470 could be ldentified. Yo husan remaing fousd.

2



17 May 1951

The village constable of Bullange was also contacted and he sialted
that he knew of a plane crash in this area and that he had accoupanied
an smerican investigatlng team to this site. PFurther questloning re-
vealed that this was the firet erash site visited with polive Sgt.
Scholzen.

4 statement was furnished by Sgt. Beholgen to the effect that he
krows of no other plane crashes in this area. (See Incl. £3) :

Contact was also made with Mrs., LeCros, owner of a hotel in -
Bullange, who was reported to have found some pieces of a paraghute naar
her home in 1945, : :

urs, Le Gros states that she had found some American equipment
near her parden wall and presumed it to be part of & parachute. She
produced these items and they proved to be two (2) parachute packs of tha
Back-Pack typsi One was clearly marked with a serial nwsber (1065357)
the obther bore a number nearly obliterated which maybe (084884 - B4).
¥rs Lelros does not know where these chute packs came from and no eon=
nection could be sstablished with the A/C for whieh tiis investigatlon
iz being conduched,

IV, CCRCLUSIONS

There sre no official records of plane crashes in the KRZPK%LT
(Bocherath} and Murrange-Hunnange. (Bullange) area.

Population of this area was evacuated from fall of 1944 to February
or March 1945 and many plane crashes were entirely unncticad.

411 inown crash sites in this area were investlgated with negative
rasults. ' :

Indicstions at each c¢rash site show thet a very thorough jeb a!
palvage has been done on each plane reported.

Many Belglan firms were engsged in this work and ii is impoasihln to
gtate when or by whom the wreckage was removed. The area in question is
heavily wooded and many acres are covered with a stand of young pins ten
or fifteen feet tall which is lmpenetrable,

There is 3 possibility thait there are additional plane eraansa 13
tiis heavily forested area which have not been discovered or reported,
These possible crash sites could only be spotted by serial observation, or
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perhang 4 changs éiﬁ&a¥ary by forest puards, woecdcutlers or hunters.
Vo  LBEGEMRETHAT |

That consideration be glven for Kon-fiscoverabls action in the csass

of e gubject casualty based upon the msults of this and previous
invaati gation,

HAEOLD #. WAHNER
BA Clv. DOLGEYS
Invealigtor
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Lommune de Rotherath
Rocherath '

The undersigned, Mayor of the community of Rocherath gertifies
that he has no knowledge of the fact that an Amerdican aircraft crashed
in the territory of Hocherath. He further certifies that the population

of the community were evacuated from 7 October 1944 to March 1945,

Rochepth, 15 May 1951
The Hayor

s6al s/ ROHL

Translator

DUFFY






5225
REPORT OF INVESTICATION
ARFEA SEARCH
AGRC Torm #10 (Revised)
1 January 1€46. : 21 February 3951
: Date

NANE, RANK ASN

OPGAMIZTATICH

MEAWS OF IDUNTIFICATION

—— - e . m — a—— i - ———

(A1) statemrents above.this 1ine wil1l be commleted, npon final orccesg-
ing, by the clerlcal staff at thes nnit rroceasing point.)
S¥CTICN A - GFPVPRAL (To be completed hy investizators in all cases)

1. ™as pogitive identitv acquired for the deceassd through the sur-
face investigationt TIf 30, state the following informatlon:

a, VAVE RANK ASY

B, ORCANTIZATION - §

2. Was partial identificatlon estahlished” If so,
state the facts as to whom vou helieve the deceasecd to be:
a. VAYE  UNKNOWN. RAVE_ Jink ASN il
b, O?G%NIZATION Unk -

3. NAMES (% QOTVER DLECEASYLD RURIED IV IMMFDIATE VICINITY _ None i

(Tse reverse slde YTor 11sting OF crew members from MAGD)

g. Date of above burisls Not buried

4, Cormon Graves?___ Not buried i

5. VYame and Type of Cemrtery _ i
(Mi1litary or Civilian)

6. Map Coordinates of the Cemetery i

7. Give exact location in cemetery of the remains.

. Sﬁctioq“" Bow frave

e e r S e ————— [

h, I8 Sketch attached? '

— e am e et - \

B. Jf remains are not locat<d in & cemetery, glve exact location.

a. Town__  HOLLERATH Coordinates__ _ 3/F=00

b. Is sketch attached” Yeos

c. 1Is area mined? _ ¥o

-;.. /




T

9. Vow is the grave marked?

10. Tf grave is marked with cross, glve evact workings thereon

g. ¥rom what source was thisz information ohteincd?

“(TAcntification tags, prrsonal effccts)

b . Rv TVl’lOlT'_____ R

11. ™here are the cemetery records”.

{Town Fall, cemetery, "wrgcre

mciater's office)

a. "mhat information was contained thereon®

be Where was the information obtained?

c. By Whom?

12. ™"hat 1s thec date of death?___ ypkpomn

a. Glve hasis

13. ™hat 1s the causc of death”_Plane crash

b, five basis__ Remains found near place of crash =

14, "What 43 the dste of burial: Not buried

a. "ive hasis -

15. Where was the place of drath?  Hollerath, Germany

Coords___ __ _  3/p00 . _:-_ : . i —_
flve hasls Remging found there

16. Where were the remsins founds? In woods near Hellerath, Germany

Coords_ _  __ __ 3/F=0 _ _ . . _._ _— —

8. Ry "hom?_____M/sgt Haxry Leier _. -
b. Ts gketch attachc 3?7 _ _yeq

17. Tas a casket uscd® no Yow markaed® -

18. ™"ho mede¢ the hurial -
(Civilian, Amcricen ™11, or German Mil.)

8+ What are the names and addrecsses”®

i

be Arc certificates and statements attached?

1
ob]
1
R . AT o




SLCTION B -~ IR CCORPS DECEASED (To be fompleted only 3f Dececased is
helieved to he a memhecr of the AAT).,

10, Were remains fonnd In the plane wrrckape? Unknown

a. fGive locatlon in plancs from which the hodlics were removed

Uninown
{Tall gunner, piiot, radlo, turret, etc., or Pront, s1deé of planc’

b. *ecar wreckage? Unk

20. Scenc of crash rust be Investigated. Give complete results of
Investigation (if removed, state when 2nd by whom).

A Tvypec of Plane___ Wreckage removed by Belgian gerap dealers in 1947 = 1948

b. WMarkings and/or name on plane _Unk_

¢. Givc nuwbers on motors, mschine guns, instrumcnts, radios or

other cquipment: Iink
21, F¥ow did crash occcur? Unk Anti-alircraft -
Enecmy Plsnecs? _ Colliglon?
22+ Did plane explode 1n the air?__ pu On ground? unk
23. Did vnlsne hurn in the air? unk _ tn grond® ok

24. 'at was the direetion of the flight? mpk

25. Wrat was the clvillan opinion regarding destination of plsonc?

unk

26, Vvad bombs becn rcleesed prior to the crash® Wk
27. Does specific time and datc of cragh correspond with datc of
death of ahove named deceascd?

. .."..:' ‘ unk

28. “umbcr of plancs in formation prior to crash ank

2. Statec precise time and 4rtc of planc crash

wok
(ight? Day?®)

50. "ere parachutists 8FM?  unk How manv? o msenped? -

Prisoncrs?

SECTION € - LRMORFD CORPS DRECEASTD (To be comploted only in deecascd
iz belicved to have heen a menher
of the Armorcd Yorce).

3l. Were romnins found In wreckage of a tank? DOES NOT APPLY

. OGive speeifiec position in tank from whiech Accrased was pe-

mOVF d_.... R g e e — e .- e ea
{("adio man, driver, cgaistant driver or....front,

8ide, or hﬁck}

b. Mgar wrecokage?

L e e -



32, Tocation of destpoved tank must be investigated. Give complctc
rcsults of investigation. (If removcd, state when and by whom)

i« Typc of tanlk _

b. JMarkings and/or namc of tank

c. Mumber on motors, machinc guns, ammunition, instruments, cte.

3. What wos the type of enemy action that resulted in the tank's

dizablement?

34, Did tank e¢xvlode? Rurn?

~ 35, Mumber of tanks in immedi=tc vicinity at time of disahlement

25, Preeisc time and date of destruction of tank

“TRig ET PAve)

38, Did any of thc crew members cscapr?

Trpigonecrs?

STOTION D - CTHER RRANCH (To be f111cd out if ® & ¢ are not applicable)

39. Did d¢ath occur from any other meane? (i.c., truck, 3ecp, mines,
drowning, or small arms firc) DOES NOT APPLY

a. 4rc all certificates and stataments of people who possessed
knowlcdge of the case attachcd?

40. State thc spceific clues and evidence that were obtaincd in

sceuring thc name and facts regarding the above listcd decensed

8=CTION E - GENTRAL (To be completed by investigation in n1l cascs)

41, Werc pcrsonal effects rccovercd hy the investigating team No

If not, stntc reason ___ Nope could ke found .
a. Vere idcntification tozs found at the time of death?_ Unk

Where? ' _ ™y Thor?

Fresent dAisposition Upknown

1f deceased is mot idcntitied, pcrsonal e¢ffeets will not be for-
warded to FE Depet, but wil) remain with this form until fin~l
Identification 18 wod -, or Investlization iz shandoned.

b, Were personsl ¢ffects found at the tiwe of decath?  Unk

Therc? : By Whom?

Present disposition Unknown

Lo CN




42,

43.

44,

45.

46.

47,

48.

49,

51.

c. a3 decensed identified by livins memhers of the crow at the

time of demth® Unk

d, D3d Ccretery regcister or cress indicnte the immunization

shot? -
Wna deceased given first nid? _ ypk If so, whcra? -
=y whom? are statements from the wmedical

peopls attached?

Wns decensed cvacuated to a Germezn civilisn hosplital? No

TTHERT 2 ‘ Wames of prople concerned

B

Ts 1% possible on surfece Investigation to ohtnin from civillian

sources a physical dcscription of the deccuged” No

Is 1t possiblc on surfacc investizntion to obtain from clivilian

sourccs the cendltion of the remnins? g L
THornty Dreniftntrd? cte]

Do facts strrounding death show any cvidcnce that it might be en

atrocity casc? Ko

a, If so, give basls for positive ascumption

b, If so, has higher bheadquartcers becen notificd?

Was case previously Investigated? Unk

Ry Thom? When?
ive full nomes, adﬂrﬁsggé, and information obtnincd from cnceh

prroon intervicwed __ _ _ See attached narrative

[ — b e o

Are all nositive statements regording idrntific-tion ~nd porticu-

lars surrounding death attached?® Yes
Has any information been given concerning isol~tcd burinls in

the area outside the inwmcedinte vicinity? No

"ng investigation prcceded by advancced publicelity?_ Ne .

(Tf specinl investigntion, give case numbepl;




H2. Milvec Pricf ¥arrative

e ——— e ————

(T'se attachcd sheets, 1f necessapy

/s/t/ HEINZ SCHMITZ

Agnaturs of Intrrrreater

. . Civilian
RAank ASW

ACR S & R Unit # 3

Organization

1351[ HARRY IEIER
Slgnaturc of Invcestigater

—— . M/Sgt. RA~HRLRLIO

RAank .&Sﬂﬁ_

e AGE S#8XCh & Becovery Unit # 3
Orgeniznrtion



