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=B Tro:
~Interview
1/L%

2/Lt

c2/1t

/5

Cpl

-Place, Hognoul, Belgi
ihis troop , like
engaged in refitting,

forcements

Rundstedit's Counbterat

liembers of the re

wiph = Capt. 7

above named-{EEEemYy Bolcian

Sqdn, -14th Cav Gp.(Mecz)

“Mdﬁlln P. Lindsey Jr, CO

o

Ralph A. Bendinilll, EBExscutive

110y, 1okl PlEmldy

Blodgett, 2nd Plbtn 1dr

UT-i

lfarahall Alexander, 3rd Pltn 1ldz.
John Unger, Demolition agent
ume, 7 Jan 1945 1600 - 1900 ] hours .
the others in the 32Znd Sgquadron, was
training, resting and receiving reph-
o played i1ts part in sustalning ¥on

December 1944,

connalssance troop were billeted in-

village and

were cherred with the anti~-paratroop defense of the vulner-
able, open ground that lies Immediately north of Liesge. At
the ne of these interviews, First U.S.Army ﬁhOught that
enemy airborne troops might be dropped in that vieinity te
facilitate the securing of a bridgehead across the leuse at
Lisge. Only énemy fire in the area was the onstant steeam
of Y-1 robot bombs that bumbl over on their way Gowards

Brussels,; or else landed after having

3 2 ~Fea
(..‘IBI‘;.?_;; 1

SHetch — " AcTiomw AT ,%aeﬂ” —
Hap

See Harked I
~Intsrviewer-Lt Jack 5

"Ppont-Line Positions" 1/25,000 <if
Group mube

Action at Orand ﬁf Lrnvay
l/oO 000 appended Lo Sqdn material.

2d Info & Hist Sv {f First Army)

appended to
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when the 32nd Cav Sguadron responded to thejlith

A i,

Cavalry Group's movcmcqt order at 0600 16 Dec 1944, B
‘froop of the squadron, comnanded by Capt Franklin P,

Lindsey Jr, was designated as the squadron's ressrve.
Lindsey was ordered to move to the vielnity of Auw by'
Lt Col Psul Ridge, the squadron comfahder, and to awalt
further orders there,

The squﬁdron, al erted at 0600, moved out at 0932
and started towards Manderfeld, Germany. Thers, the cogmand_

nogts of the l4th Group nd the 10th Squadron were locatedg

= 1t was from this polint that th M‘cfwc_lﬂy
group wished vo cﬁmmit the 32nd Squadron in order to im-
plement the support of the 8th Sguadron's troops who were
attacking forces of about & rufilforcou brigade

strength. [(See General Sktory on 14th Group - submitted for

At approximstely 1000, B 7foop passed by A Troop in the

vieinity of Andler, and turned down the Andler - Wischeld -

quested the troop's locstion, but neo farther orders were
issued until about 1600 when the troop was advised to org-

anize a defense around Andler. (See Harked Map.) At about

that time, Capt Iindsey saw elements of Gp Heaiqﬁjrt@rs moving

CP. These orders specifisd that at lesast btwo recoonaissance

teams be posted on the Andler - Auw road, and requested over-
lays of the troop's positions. (A reconnsi gsance team conslsts
o B

-'—-"-h-ll"'._ e
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of 10 men ~~ four in an armored car, three im.;

jeep, and thres in a machine gun jeop.
Teams to szach recomnalssance platoon, and three platoons
in each troop.) fThe suppl? tféin for the troop was sent
to Schonberg with instruetions to withdraw to SR
‘-Jisl;\salm d=f S;:honbgrg‘was not suitable. The sergeant in char-

— :
ge found Schonberg undesirsble, went to ?iélsalm, a move that
drew commendatlon from Cépt Linﬂsc% later, I

With the reconnailssance-tsam outposts established, Lind-

Sey ordersd the platoon leaders to set thelr schedules of
watches and have "every man awake at 0500." Soon the troop's
operational pattern had settled down to quiet watchfullness
&nd listening, Night visibility was exceptionally poor, and
many of the group interviewed mentioned that thef had never
recalled a darker night,

.At 0630 on 17 Dee, Capt Lindsey received orders from.
squadron headquarters directing him to send combat patrols
towards Handerfeld and Auw for the purpose of establishing

contact with the enemy, He planned to send one patrol from

eac \teaz
each platoon;)Yppobably of about one recomnalssance trength.

1,

Having made his plans, he summoned his platoon leaders shortly

4

before 07600. The three lieutenants reported having come down

to the CP in their érﬁored cars., Lindsey was about to explain
to them that the patrols should be sent out in three directions
-~ one over the road from Andler to Auw, s d twﬁ over the

roads that led from Andler to:Manderfeld, Before he could

isspe his orders, 3gt Earl L. Turner, radic operator for the

third team of the 8nd Platoon, transmitted a hurried mgdssgge,

0

"Bnemy has us surrounded," He immediately went off ths alr,

- 5 z d = a
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The group-at the troop CP knew that thls tean wa
positioned furthest to the cast on the Andler - Auw road.
It was commanded bj Sgt Earl R. Ellingsen.

The news was immediabely regged to sguadron headquarters,
and alroger' reply secured by 0720, Minutes later the next
emmored cmr in the nearer team on the Andlef*ﬁuw road flashed
a simlliar MmoSSgEey but in this case gave added ﬁarnings of
tanks being used by the enemys

BEnemy surrounding us -/Egnk tralned on armoped car,"
came the message from the vehicle which was less than 500

yards from the troop CP. A more dedal 1ed account of the

e

second attack was later learned by Lindsey. This report
came from four members of the team (Cpl Royon, 7/5 Whitéside,
PFC Battiori and Pvt G. Henderson. These four had been stand-
ing near the armored car when the abttack suddenly burst In
\QE%%%{them, They were ablo to make thelr wey back to the troop
¢P and tell of the tank and The enemy 1nfhntry, dressed in
snow camouflage suits, that had suddenly swept 1n}:£;;jtnem.
It was 0730 by this time, end Lindsey sopght permission

from squadron to begin a withdraw ral movement towsrds Schon=’

berg. The static posit‘lon Wdeprived his troops
_of the organizational mobility that was one of thelr strong-
est weapons, He did not want his troop to be overpowered in |
the darkness, shen they could fight a more telling babtle in
daylight =~ &s was 1s Ter proven. (See”Action ab Heuem%below)
However, all vehicles and men had assigned fields of fire
.
and they started to blaze back at eny sign of ensmy movement
- that they saw. It was only a few mlinutes before an enemy

tank reached the intersection where the road from Auw joins-
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the BEimerscheid - Schonberg road at Andler. The
enemy seemed to have the outpost posibtions well plotted and
mortar and flat-trajectory fire struck near the troop CP.
Pvt Henderson, one of the four men who had escaped be ing
surrcunded =t the second reco’lalssnacu team to be struck
by the ensmy, was.wounded by shell fragments as he fought
near the CP,

At the time Qf the break of the ii;ik enemy attack the
platoon leaders from all platoons had beean “rese 1t at the CP
They had had their armored cars with them, and under cover
of the wespons in these vehicles the troop slowly withdrew
from the Andler position, Finally,the direct fire of the
enemy tank at the intersetcion deseribed sbove forced the
troop southwards towards Schonberg. By 0745 Lindsey had lost
about 19 of his troop, decided that he must find another delay
position, and ome that would afford the cévalrymen an oppo€?:

{Mﬂity to use their fire power against an enemy that could be
spotted in the 11 zht of day.

Not all of the troop was able to withdraw to the south,
Reconnaissance teams from one of the platoons had besn in
posltion on the secondary road that connects Andlesh yith
Herresbach, these personnel and vehicles, as aell as two
that were stationed to the north of Andler on the road towards
Holzhelm, eventually joined the 32nd Squadron’s Headquarters :

up at Herresbach, and :-it withdrew with them towards HMeyer-
ode.(See interview with Haj Kracke and 3tsff of 32nd 3gdn)

By 6800 the B troopers had reached Schonberg. It was day-
-liwht, but as they prepar red to organize g defensivo.position
there, nearby friendly troops warned that tanks were advanecing

-5~ P
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_on Schonberg from the southeast. This news camefab 0815, j
o 3 i
R ——— ! y

according to Captain Lindsey, shortly after conbact had bsesn

regained with the Troops that wers pressingz down from the

direction of Andler. The &elaj position was not suitable
for meeting enemy forces from both southeast and northeast
directions. So agaln, contact was broken as the trooper
withdrew btowards the west on the Schonberg-5t. Vith road,
searching for a section in the natural cooridor down which
the ‘road ran, in which they could effectively delay the
ensny armor and foot troops.

Tt was finally in the vieinity of Heuem (see Marked

Map) that Capt Lindsey ond his troop finally found a location

prepared tress alongside the road for demolition to form
Lal

road Jﬁdg?o, other American troeps streamed up the road
'

ied by Lindsey and the group interviewed as being from the

The six armored cars and about ten machine gun and mor-=

tar jeeps that the depléted troop had with it at the tims,

rﬂ

_—
were deployed as shown in the accompanying sketchy ( append-
ed to this interview), fhc troopers were reluctant to form

) = 5

a road block by blowing the chargss that had been ﬁasteaed
to the Trses’fOP rear of trapping additional American vuhlGlGS
that might be coming down bthe road. It was this reluctance
£re t eventually caught the Lroopers unaware as the first

o
1

enemy tank -— & Ik IV == poxed its n

]
o
5]
b
o
£u
ot
g
()
o
e}
3
B
o
3

of a bend in the road, and started to traverse its guns f=—

to bear on the lightly armed armored carse
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Hslﬁqsﬁﬁﬁﬁé of the esnemy tankers. Two of the

/

e Iirst tank that came around the

the rosd 5 turret open, The

troopers could

see the enemy tank commander perched in

| T LA T S
baz’{et, e, chorocteristic

the open turret.

He was wearing a2 black

W
o
K3
=
o
B
@]
(i
o
o
7
L
-
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i
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on,iMJCilstnlg opened

Direct hits were scored)

westernmost two 1in posiwt

AP rounds.

the

m /e

excitenment, T/5 Russell made a fortunate

-

round In just after having flred an

HE shot struck a few feet above the

shell,

the ‘heavier AP shot;(Zh fact it burst

near the rim of the open turret. e Berman tank commender
Jumped over and the tank withdrew. It did not show agaln

. Rt AT e S & o
as the cavalrymen began their delaying action 1n earnest.
They weren't frightened now, nor were they confused as
they had been ring the night attack that had first struck

maneuver in against the delay position. With LKG crossefires,
and carnival-like sharpshooting the troopers seemed to enjoy

onemy. (A1l members of the group seemed to

with partlcular humor —-— Fer

,d
{2}
ot
{1
L
:_l
in
w3
Fh
o
e
Hn
0]

i e
A .J.!l.‘-;t

vhich Cpl Joseph Unger{ the man who had, in his

1ervousness, neglected to blow the Pﬁﬂgﬁﬂlon) took to shboting
Germans. His frequent cries of triumph te Lindsey,

"Gaptaiﬂl
wndd loday) /

croopers v

Qo Frrevies
pdh ‘that the?t

-Hting; Several zooﬁwnatured

were s8till directed against Lt Taq}ﬂi1le,'ccucurning

OVhﬂ;tdu of the men om-

fire claose

ey
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on the left flank as he attempted to stop
ugh the wooded high ground to the north
and northeast of the position that the troopers held,J i
- Until 1200 the enemy infantry seemed to try blind attemnts

B 1

at infiltrating towards the cavalrymen's poslitions. None
icular amske mancuver that

the enemy had tried until around 1230 or 1300 when a definité

plan seemed to have put into action, and , in fack , Seemed to

4=

‘be mesting with some success. Roughly, the enemy managed to

_i

11LLuTe a few men forward to the southeast of the cavalry
ﬂOSLu’oné. This section of troops provided a base of
a flanking force that was sent up throwgh the woods eon the
h ground that commanded the norbthern approaches teo the
avalry positions.
However, the success of failure of this maneuver was
never determlned, for, abk 1300, the 32nd Squadron ordered
the B troopers to continue thelr withdrawal towards Heyerode,

At Heuem, B Troop had successfully held the enemy Tfor at least

= = i 2 = N o e Tr T )
AT Heyerode, wnich the troop reached by traveling through
# b ! ] L 3
St. Vith, Capt. Llndsey reported on his ur-ho fight that

had cost him no casualties. He was instructed to take up
positiens 1w ﬁmllerhﬁe, southwest of Heyrodes The troop wasiin
position by 1400 hours, and settled down to wmme watching the

wooded terrain to 1ta east.

It was at Wellerode that several of the troop's reconn-

dissance teams had been cvtfoff from the maln body of the

troop by the enemy's sudden advance at Andler, (sece Harked lap)
% g B 127 : i el oy

rehoined the troop. Sgt Donald E. "Bones" Thompson, in cha’rge
e S

'....._-.,L....... AL
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of the teams that were strung along the Andler

road, extricated his people by joinming with ti
Troop and finslly ;ﬂ:ithﬁr'aﬁ.fing Lrom ;—ierresbachlovéri the
cross—country trail that was blazed to Eeyerode. (See Inter-
view "Withdrawal Trom Herresbach") Sgt. Howard L., Hall, whose
singls reconnalssance team had besn positiocned north of the
Andger-Auw road junction_ina was cut off by the appearance

of & German tnek at that intersection, Took his team
"north, and then we went sSouthwest." Ie did not recall the
gx¥act route nor the namss of the villages through which he

s statement concerning th

o

passed. The amazling par

ct
S
H
g
[

i mlga P il L 5 1 %1
escape, 1s that he passed through terrlitory that had been

f'roop interview with Lt. Harmon™ - re: Honsfled)}but did
ey L SR S = s L,
ROt Uil 1nto ally enemy e1emelile i

The B Broopers'! stay at Wallerode was uneventful save

for the P-47's that strafed the woods to the east of their

positions at sbout 1600, Evidently, the Germans had browght

light flak guns well forwasrd with them in thelr rapid advancg,

L]
w

or a heavy blanket of light Blak rose to meet the passes
y T e—
of the American fighébp-bombers., When asked about & other

units in the srea, Lindsey remarked that F Company of the
32nd was known to be in the vienity of Wallerode, and that
some of his flen there had met the 1st Sgt of D Troop, 87th
Cav Ren Sgdn, attached to the 7th Armored Division,
Shortly after 1600, B Troop was told.to move towards Viel-
salm, Traveling via Sart les St. Vith - Poteau -{(there at
1900 where theﬁ saw enemy flares to the north) - they inched

s mmed roads in the drakness and arrived at

E e = o L -
through traiific jamme




1 PLCLAMIIY I )

i -
« Byl NARA Dae

In Vielsalm, on the morning of the 18th of
Lindsey described a-"reorganization of the

, 7]
Lt Col Damon, who formerly commm ded the 18th Squadron,

The elements at Vielsalm stood by, llstened to the radio

o
-

ok e N ..
ransmlgsions deseribinzs th

i
ot
@D

fight that was then taking place

L

L

towards the east to Poteau from

I._.1
>
u

at Poteau. The boad tha
Vielsddm was sti1ll cluttered with traffic when, at 1000, B

Troop was ordered to secure the ground north and esst of

oy

Vielsalm. For this operation, one platoon of ¢ Troop - 18th
B

el

Squadron, was attached to B, The C platoon had Piltered into

. |
elsalm af

<
|_._|1

m
L“J

er-having become separated from the rest of
its parent organization on the way back from Born - Medell,
‘urpose of this employment of B Troop was to crest e some

sort of a S“f en

iich the elements withdrawing from

Poteau could pass., Lindsey chose to organize the Poteau -

Vielsalm road at Ville du Bois, where he took advantage of
a déep-cut railroad horeshoe to use sz8 an anti-tank trape

He plaved the weapons of his armored cars and reconnaissance
teams 4n an all-around defense at this point, and found thd
the continucusly over-lapping bands of defensive flre had

very good ranges.at which to operate.

However, this defensive pos:

drawing troops from Poteau passed through a road block that
L=
had been ppepared by Task Forcs Navsho(3cec 7th Armd Material),

r joined the remnaks of the whole group in
iencheux. There, ths remmants were reorsanize

-

into a single cavalry reconnaissance

o TR o B N A | r*)..t

ately atbtached to the 7th Armored

; b
i Authosity /)0 75617
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Damony, Czpt Lindsey and the remnants of

ith Headgquarters Troop - 14t

e e 1 Foe
three~-guarter-ton truck

ized and "£it o r combat™ at 191300, Tots

troop at this time was about 125 - 130 officers and men.

ndsey was ordersd to procede scuthh on the

Bowl Eny

—

the towns of Gruflanse,

normal strength (reorganized) wa

y

~propelled howitze:z
tanks ( filve

and

T R et 7 o Sl Bl
~ILindsev's force wes known as "Task HForece
J

operated in the sector of Task Force Jdones, part

g2
ct
2 )
b
£
v
=
]
-
3
@
Ly
o)
B
=l
o
A%
<
ik
-
T
2l
=
o
-
(S
B
0

M1 T © -
PUITPOSE O

2 defensive screen around the soubthern mouth of

the Bovigny - Salmchateau corridor. It was down this corridek

Qi and general service and supply elements were withdrawing
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task force to the Beho cprossroads.

@y troops.were

cccupy

and hold, the towns

by darkkes

genearal w of all elsments sector of the
iz e \‘ji.'/\"?'*‘, 3 = T y S e i1 = B 7t‘k Ja O T g
FBEEEE S L i P B e B GO0 S8 Has N Armored

various

S, & g
W were

an unenvent=-

Decs

the Hohenbusch woods and

hat surrounds CR 585 at (g47816)
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up (no contact with ths enemy )

Jy Some mecGium tanks from the

7th Armd's tank complement passed througgh the town to the

=20

-

1th, The medlum tankers said that tﬁc"k“re to assist
LS
elementsgof the 14th Armd Inf dn an effort to withdraw,

The cavalrymen were not sure of the position of the 1l4th

of the 106th Div was in the vicinity of CR 515. Most of them

At 1200 urs on 22 Dec 44 , ¥he Gruflance arrison was

ordered to move north to Crombach, where the CP of CCB 7th
Armd Div wée located. There, Alexander reported to Gen
Clark, and received a mission to provide foot patrols to
go northwest towards Hinderhausen.

The foot patrols wers completed, bubt in doing so the

members of the patrols found that the elr activity drew ene my

artilieey fire from the east and southeast whensver they moved

The patrols returned and the cavalry elsments werpe bill-

-

gted in the houses of Crombach as darkﬂ30u fell on the night

=

of the 22nde In the building that he had chosen Tor a CP,

lexander add Some of his non-coms ligtened ¢

-0

fic that was golng

T
—

ments -of the 7th Armd Div in the Cros ibaclh area,

4]
e

I® was around midnight when the intercom blubted out the

news that "one or four or six! Tiger tanks yere headed for

s 5 e i

on between the tank and tank destroysr ele-

the radio traf=-

'...._-..\ o 2 s
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Crombach from a nort qeas* rly dirgetion. The enemy”
were reportedly coming along the rail line that

Alexander reported the gradual development of th
morale of the tankers and TD men as they spoke offeb the

intercom. At Tirst.there was 2 studied coolness to the

voices that reported the tanks. Frequent assertations tHat

(@]

"We're ready. Let the bastards come,™ crackled back and forth
over the wireless. lowever, each successive message held

less confidence, and soon it was realized by the personnel

in the CP that the mediums and TD's were not breaking up
the tank bthreast, but rather were abandoning their tanks and

withdrawing. They sesmed Go have little desire Lo mateh

the armor and fire power of their vehicles against the

An unidentified colonel grasped the gsituation guieckly
and-set out on foot to bally the men who were bxdnﬂlﬂw. H
collared the crews of two #-10 TD's end thres medlium banks,
made them place their armored vehicles in poslitions for the
close~-in dafense of the btovwne.
lieanwhile There was a hurrled scuffling to get the

remnants of the infintry troops in the bLowns together for
o P 3

a defense of the town. In the confusion few of the sauad

u
voices, and there were altercations amongst the junior
cormanders as to who was responsible for what sSectors
Alexander deployed the cavalrymen in a firing 1line, gave

them sectors of responsibility, but ecould get no coaﬁerau+on
g . ; = - |

from other junior leaders as a means bto protecs
—..g_ h
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though from what source no oﬁa%&

sesmed to know, a rumor-order passed- through Ghe “ﬁoup
in the town, announcing that the place was "untenable.
roops and vehicles on all sides began to pack up shop and

leave. Alexander's troops held for half an hour, but as small

‘houﬁht to be bazookas started
of town, the cavalrymen, btoo,

e T .
wanted Lo

e

t, and when it was not returned,the cavalrymen ageln moumted

and contlinued towards the southwest., Arriwving at the high

an
ground that overlooks Gruflange, the troops found that Gruf-

taken over

.J

B . D
a3 eﬂca, ned 2eer

gal of coniusion
open, resolved
Capt Lindsey,
Lt Alexanders! troops were stﬂioned there, The Ffire of the
sagult guns was aug=
mobile reserve. (See interviews F Company = 52nd and 18th

Squadrons. )

R
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 The defensive position at Meldange was estab%gsﬁéa“égﬁ?

230000 Dec 44, In. addition to the btroops of Task FS?Eé“ﬁihd~
sey, thare were about 200 infantry treops that had been
straggling past. They were pressed into service to man this
defense line. |

At that time, the elements of Task Forces Joﬁes, Lindsey
and other 7th Armored elements within tha“?ortified Goose
Eg* Had started thelr ﬁithdrawal from the perimeter's shell,
H - hour, desigrabed by 7th Armored Command had been 0600,
and at that time elements started to ‘svstcmat‘i cally with-
draw out through the Bovigny - Sa%Fhateau escape corridor.
Task Force Lindsey had been instructed to fight a delaying
action in the area near Maldange - Beho., lore specifically
they had been Instructed to hold at Beho until 1300 at all
costs, then , &l @ f- seven hours they were to withdraw throtgh
the corridor, The cavalrymen autometically assumed the
responsibility for the safe withdrawsl that had attached
themselves to the vehicles.

Hardly had the defensive line been established than the
enemy started to atta ck, Initial estimate of the attackers
was somewhers in the vicinlty of 500 fOOt troops, supported
by artillery, mortars and selfvoropelled ass ault SUnsSe

With a generally stuBiborn defensive stand, thp elements
of TF Lindsey stood their ground and smashed the-infiltratinn
attack of the enemy. There seesmed to be little effort made on
the part of the enemy to coordinate the use-of its supporting
fires to compl@ment the advance df the foot troops. 1t Was just
a case of all the enemy spasmodlcally ;orkinﬂ forward, while h

the cavalry weapons sought remunerative targets for ai o=

matic weapons, light c gn and mortars. B !
% - oy ""P 4
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The defensive barrier eventually began to dis

4=1 3

o - - 1 - a1 - -
at 1245 when the 1lst platoon of the task force, accompanied

by its assault guns, broke contact and withdrew to Beho

-

In turn, the second and then the third platoon climbed onto
their vehicles, followed the firs} and passed through it

at the Beho cross roads,.(753808) Self-propelled ID's from

T

- a2 h - T
the 7th Armored were at the cross roads when the elements
S’

1.

of Task Force Lindsey passed through there at 1315.

£

Experiencing none of the difficulty that later caught

o

elementas of Task Force Jones in the Bovigny - Salmchatemu
o

Jones - also General

(&)
oF

¥

teul de zac8®(see Interview with Ca

"

Story 1l4th Cav Gp - submitted for Pamphlet materlal,25 Jan 45)
filth no other oppostion from enemy SOUrces, the B troopers

went to Clerreux, where they were reé%sed from the TF Lindsey
assignment by lia] Dill, executive for Lt Col Damon in the re-
orzanized Eavalry squadrons At Rahler the cavalrymen tacked
onto the group column that was headed for Aywallle, where

they spent the night 23 - 24 Dec. Their task In the operations
of Task Force Lindsey had come to a conclusion, a conclusiem
that prompted "Gen Clark of the 7th Armd to say of them..!

One damn zood job of delaying action...a job well done.'"

o e

(guotes obtained frem Capt Lindsey and the group.)

From Aywaille the B troopers moved te Xhignesse where
3 ¥ &

they arrived at 1200 on 24 Dec 1944, They had only mare ged

Hy

oL

3

to get about or five hours of sleep the night before.

By 1515, the original B troopers had been separatbted from
the attachments with which they had been working in Task

Force Lindsey. At 1700 Haj Dill instructed Capt Lindsey to
G e gy

S S
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form a T/0 troop for immediate attachment to the‘Eﬁth

Reconmalsgsancs Sqaair n of the 7th Armored Divislion. To
do this 1t was necessary for Lindsey to draw about 24 men from
7 E b
1 Tr L it m o - ’U
the Group's Hesdquarters Troop,; and fequzat ion gbout 14
vehicles from the newly-organized Headquartersfroop of

the 1l4th Provisional Cavalry Sgquadron. Finally, Liﬁdsey
found that he had about 120 men, the necessary vehicles,
and was more or less ready for combate All of the men were
very tired from the eight days of fighting that they had done,
and this fatigued state was reflected in their sleep-sluggish
eyes and wearied reactlons, It was with no Christmas g irit
that they set out on a new mission ofi Christmas Eves

It was with difficulty that the B Troop of Capt Lindsey
located the command post of Lt Gol Boylan's 87th Reen Sgdn,

de conbtact wikth

f

Having first gone to Grand Bru, he finally
Boyland at 1150 on Christmas Day. Boylan sent tha troop to
be billeted at Deux-Rys, where they had a Christmas dinner
of hotdogs. "That, we will never forget," said Lindsey.

At 0200 on .26 Dec 1944, Lt Col Jones, the commander of
"Tagk Force Jones™ thst had fought and then been trapped in
the Bovigny=-Salmchateau corridor, arrived at the CP of
Lt Col Boylan's reconnalssance sguadron. Jones was in an ex-

cited atates. He reported that as his jeen ased throush the .
- (o)

oy

S

.
central road net in the vicinity of Grandmenil

6000 meters to the south, he had been fired upon

This road net nerve center wag reczarded as a critical
L
-,on_n.,.{ and steps were immediately taken

[
1—1.
O
{.ﬂ

communicat

to retake it, and/Oﬂ uvﬁveﬁt the German armor from using if

=10 ”ZJQJ_
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ILindsey!s troop-was lmmediately alerbted, ar

rolled out of thelr blankets and preparsd to.move. Iﬁ the

hodge-podge planning that was necessitated by the enemy's

unexpected appearance in this sector, the command had 4iff-

iculty in marshalling forces from the many units that were

scattered through the srea. fﬁw units were wognizant of just

who or where their neighboring units weecs

Liﬂdsey vislted the CP of Gen Clark, CO of CCE 7th Armd

-

Div, where he was instructed to refform his reconnalssgnce
-~

troop intc two infantry platoons, He hurried back to the

billets of his troop, split the. troop into two parts —

ng these separate platoons as the Tirst and third ==

=

-
e

designat
the men from the second platoon were interspersed amongst
the personnel of the other two platoons. Finally, the org-
anizétion resolved itself into two platoons composed of two
l2-man squads in each platoon. In addition to the M-1l, carbine
and TSHGt's that the individuals wers equipped with, Lindsey
distributed two LHG's to each platoon.

L%Col Fuller of the 38th Inf ¢ gave. Lindsey his first
moveaegt ord@r§ indicating that the troop should be formed

on an LD at (505919} Leaving the radio opsrators bshind, Lind-

sey moved his bastard plstoons cut mounted on eight jeeps.

These Jjeeps were left on the maln road that led to drand-

menil, where thes drivers stayed to care for them.

The second of a series of contradictory and confusing
.orders came sbout 0500 on the 28Ch of December. L%Col Faller
returned to tell Lindsey to moves his Groop bO(%lu m@L a few
hundred yards south of a rustiec crucifix, where they prepared

to attack towards bthe south, The situation was continually

-19~ i
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confused by orders and counterorders

shelling that the enemy infrequéntly threw into the area,
test danger was the possibility of tree bursts, ffor the ,

area was hneavily wooded.

Finally, at 0720 Puller informed Lindsey that the

troopers would move south from th elr positicns at 0915 for

i3]

the purpose of Securing Grandmenil, At the start of the attack
B company of the 38th Inf was on the right of the B troopers,
gnd A company of the same reglment was on their left. (See
Marked Hap - Attack on Grand He _il—mannay appended %o this
interview, Communications were poor because of the unorthodox
system of assigning sectors to the rermants of il unité that

happenod te be in the area. As the attack developed, the cav-
H Y 3

glrymen were to find that their flank units kept continually

)

nanging, and finally, in the last phase of the attack, com-
pletely new units would be situsted on the eir left and right.

Little enemy opposition was experienced as the troops
left the LD and started swesping towards the south. The same
controdk that made the flow or information inéufficient hindered
the control of the attacking units, and the attack moved more
slowly than it should have.

Shortly before noon, as the troops reached a section of
the terrain where the woods thinned out into semi-open fields,
the B troopers received the single hsaviest casualty blow that
they had taken in the counterattack. A single round of flat-

rajectory fire slammed into g group of troopers who were working
towards a suspected ene my machine gun ps ition in a strawstack

near a house., Seven were wounded, two of them movball;,by the

burst. : -20= }ﬁf;iff_?
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Shortly after this occurrence, the B troope gg fo n&

i f

4= L = : L) - £ A 2 = 3 o
that the narrowing of thelr wector of the ddvancep had oaused
them to be "squeezed out" of the attack..{ See Marked Lap)

They were Instructed to move to the west mnd were committed

n a sedond sector that faced towards 78randmenil., Little

bt

advancing was done from this new committment, when they were

ward to the line along the Mk secondary rcad at \b2 90.3), where

in, shivered
in their Pfox holes durins the 28 = 28 - 28th of December

whlle the eneny continued to throw in occaslonal artillery

At 1400 on 29 Dec 44, the troop was relieved by L Company

of the 291st Inf (75th Div). Lindsey moved his men back about

he

o

1000 yards where they remained in regimental reserve for
281st Infantry until 1400 on 29 Dec 44, From the 291st Inf,
the cavalrymen were releaaﬁf_to the 87th Rén Sqdn, who, in
turn, released them to the 14th Group at 0700 on 30 Dec 44,
kg /zéoul was withdrawn from the front on 1 Jan 45, and went

to the positions near Lliege where these interviews were made,

For fuller details on the activities at Thommen and

Espeler ses Interviews with F Companiess of the 18th and 32 nd
Squadrons. Repitidhon of detail made it inadvissble to tresat

for Pamphlet - 23 Jan 45, - JT5

Lo

to their old sector. There they worked for-

reports -are appended to General Story,
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