Overloon, Netherlands Area

American Remains Recovered
By Wesley Johnston

Introduction
This document is intended to be used with a group of maps that locate where the remains of American soldiers (almost all from the 7th Armored Division) were recovered. These remains were the remains that were not recoverable during the battle (which lasted 30 September – 8 October 1944 for American troops). Thus the men in this document are a much smaller group than the total number of Americans who died in the battle. Some of the remains were recovered soon after the British had secured the area. Others were not discovered until years later. With the extensive document repository now on the 7th Armored Division web site, the location of these men’s remains and the dates on which they died now can help to tell the story of the complex series of events that took place.
The two most important maps to which this document refers are much too large to fit into the document in one readable piece. The full images included here are only for clarity of reference. However, the different areas of the wide-spread battle ground are included in this document with some degree of magnification.
The most important map is the 1:25,000 scale A.M.S. (U. S. Army Map Service) M831 Series Sheet 19 NW St. Anthonis map (First Edition 1943). I am very grateful to Wilco Krul of Eindhoven for sending me the extremely high-resolution scan of the entire large map as a 217 MB TIF file. This map is also numbered G.S.G.S. (British War Office General Staff Geographical Section) 4427 Series. This is the most detailed map that the troops in the battle had.
The second important map is the 1:100,000 scale G.S.G.S. 2541 Series Sheet 5 ‘s Hertogenbosch map (1913 original, 3rd Edition 1943). I am grateful to Michael Archer of Wilmslow, Cheshire who sold me this map from his collection of 40 years.
The other maps that are included are from Individual Deceased Personnel Files (IDPF) of the recovered men and from other original World War II sources.

The supporting maps are included at the end. The main purpose of this document is to bring together all of the information on the locations of the recovered men into a single map (actually two maps, one at the 1:100,000 scale and one at the 1:25,000 scale).

The Men

I have simply assigned numbers sequentially to each man as I put his red numbered yellow circle on the two aggregated maps. More detailed consideration is given in the sections that deal with the specific areas and also in the appendices that contain the IDPF and other maps. This list is given in order to help locate the men and associate them with their numbers.

[image: image1.emf]Dot C1 C2 Surname Givens BnCo Died Recvrd

1 762 323Epstein Myer "Mike" 38 A 1944-Oct-04 1945-Jul-17

2 787 343Baldwin James D. 38 C 1944-Oct-04 1945-Jul-13

3 779 353Robbins William R. 38 C 1944-Oct-04 1945-Apr-15

4 784 351Gutierrez Luis 38 C 1944-Oct-04 1945-Jun-30

4 784 351Jacob Robert J. 38 C 1944-Oct-04 1945-Jun-30

5 73 Haney Henry M. 38 C 1944-Oct-041947-May-07


The IDPF Maps and Other Records
Clearly, there is duplication on some of these maps. As the Graves Registration recovery teams (or their British counterparts, as seems to have been the case for those remains with T-numbers) completed a group of recoveries, they made maps for each man’s file, with details of that man’s location given, while also showing some or all of the others recovered in that group.

It is very important to understand which of the two maps (the 1:25K or the 1:100K) map that the recovery team was using when they made their maps and when they made their decisions about the coordinates at which they were recovering the remains. A 3-digit grid coordinate made with the 1:100K map may not be where the location would have been identified if they had been looking at the 1:25K map. The main easily visible difference between the two maps is that the 1:100K map shows the green wooded areas differently (and almost always incorrectly) than the 1:25K map showed the same area.
The maps are listed alphabetically by surname of the soldier.

IDPF Map of James D. Baldwin, C/38, KIA 4 October 1944; 7878-3437; Buried in rough grave with crude cross; Discovered by U. S. Engineer Battalion 22 March 1945; Recovered by U. S. 13 July 1945 

This map contains the locations of 9 remains. The recovery team clearly used the 1:100K St. Anthonis sectional map of the sheet 5 1:100K ‘s Hertogenbosch map.  This is explicitly stated on the map, showing that it is using sheet 5, which is the 1:100K map, though they were using only the St. Anthonis section of the larger map. However, the original finders used the 1:25K map, so that I will begin with that.
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The associated Checklist for Disinterments gives Epstein as case number 1902 (see number discussion with Epstein’s map) and was signed 13 July 1945 by Sgt. J. C. SMITH 38468801 of 3060 Graves Registration Company. A 23 March 1945 memorandum of the Headquarters 1257th Engineer Combat Battalion (to CG, Ninth US Army)  says that the isolated grave was found by 45 members of Company A. It states that the crude grave was presumably made by civilians. The coordinates are given to 4-digits: 7878-3437. The IDPF map only shows the coordinates to 3-digits: 787-343. The memorandum states that they were using the 1:25K map sheet 19 NW.
IDPF Map of Myer “Mike” Epstein, A/38, KIA 4 October 1944; 762-323; Buried by British 15 February 1945; Recovered by U. S. 17 July 1945 
This map contains the locations of 11 remains. The recovery team clearly used the 1:100K St. Anthonis sectional map of the sheet 5 1:100K ‘s Hertogenbosch map.  This is clear because the way that the woods are shown at the location (circled 10 X) where Epstein’s remains were recovered. The woods drawn at this location match exactly the 1:100K map, which is different from what is shown in the same area on the 1:25K map. In addition, the map explicitly states that it is using sheet 5, which is the 1:100K map, though they were using only the St. Anthonis section of the larger map. Thus I will first make the placements of the locations from this group of maps on the 1:00K map and then the 1:25K.
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The associated Checklist for Disinterments gives Epstein as case number 647 and was signed 17 July 1945 by Sgt. David GULNER (not sure of my reading of his writing) 37387378 (last digit in doubt: 0, 6, 8) of 3060 Graves Registration Company. Note that the case number is far lower than the case number 1902 that had been given to the recently located isolated grave of Baldwin. Presumably, Epstein’s case number was assigned in February 1945, when the British reported his burial. And Baldwin’s higher number was assigned in July 1945 when his remains were discovered.) Item 5 on the list is approximate or established date of burial, which has this entry “15 Feb 1945 – British Graves Reg. Co.” Item 7 indicates that the grave was marked with a British cross.
However, there is a problem for Epstein on both maps. The location that is shown for his 10 X is not really 760-322. The unidentified T-1741 remains at 11 X are the ones that are truly at 760-322. The correct coordinates for the 10 X shown for Epstein are approximately 762-323. This is the location that I will use on the aggregate maps.
I do not have the IDPFs for #1, 9 or 11. So the placement of these remains will be done visually, as best as I can read them from Epstein’s and the other maps that I do have.
IDPF Map of Henry M. Haney, C/38, KIA 4 October 1944; De Hattert; Found and Recovered by U. S. 7 May 1947 

The recovery team map states that they used the 1:250K map 2A & 3A. They only give the coordinate 73.
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While no coordinates are given, the extremely detailed map makes it very clear where the dot should go.
The Identification Check List (and all other records in the IDPF) gives the case number as Evacuation Number 1Z-1298 and shows that he was processed 4 May 1947. He was recovered by the 4527 Quartermaster Service Company. It was signed by CWO Ernest C. GADDY of the Central Identification Point. Haney was carrying an Arizona driver’s license with a Phoenix address that showed his weight at 142 and height 5’7”. The Report of Investigation gave his cause of death as a gunshot wound based on “hole in back blowing out front of chest”. He had been buried by the Germans and had a rough cross.
A signed statement by J. J. van Kempen of Kasteel Hattert says that the remains were “about 50 meters from my house, on the property of Miss Jager at Mill, on which property I live.”

A 12 May 1947 statement by 1st Lt. Richard T. YUNCK, disinterring officer, 4526 QM Serv Co (AC), 1st Zone, AGRC states “On the 7th day of May 1947, while disinterring all unknown bodies in the Overloon, Holland area, the body of an unknown American [who he identifies as Haney] buried near six Germans was recovered.” [NOTE that this 7 May date conflicts with the 4 May processing date.]

The Identification Data form says that the Identification Section Memorial Division was informed that the place that he was last seen was “A night attack in the vicinity of Overloon, Holland”. He had blue eyes, black hair, was 65.5 inches tall, weighed 132 pounds and had a shoe size 6-D.

IDPF Map of Robert J. Jacob, includes Luis Gutierrez; Both C/38, KIA 4 October 1944; 784-351; Reported by British 2 March 1945; Recovered by U. S. 30 June 1945 

Both men were buried in the same location, with a marker erected by the British. The recovery team map states that they used the 1:100K map.
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The associated Checklists for Disinterments for both men give both the same case number 2059 and were signed 30 June 1945 by Sgt. James C. SMITH 38468801 of 3060 Graves Registration Company. Item 6 on the list is approximate or established date of burial, which has this entry “Establ: 2 March 1945, Report from British” Item 7 indicates that the grave was constructed by the British.

There is a significant problem with this map. In fact, there is more than one problem. The E-W horizontal grid lines are numbered wrong at the right edge. That is the minor problem. The major problem is that the location shown is not 784-351 which are the grid coordinates given. The location shown visually is probably the 783-356 that was obviously modified to read 784-351. Normally, I would opt for the visual image rather than the coordinates. But in this case, I believe that the revised coordinates are probably the correct ones. That is because when you look at the 1:100K map, it is clear that the 35 E-W grid line makes the bottom of a similar box below the road shown on this map. I believe that the map drawer intended to put the location in the lower box (thus 784-351) but once he had traced the overlay, which omitted the grid line, he inserted the visual representation of the location in the wrong box – the box formed by the roads. He then read the coordinates of that erroneous location (783-356) and wrote those at the bottom of the map. At some point, he realized that the grid line was really the lower edge of the box where the men were really found, and he corrected the coordinates. The 784-351 location really matches up very well with the account given in the 17th Tank Battalion After Action Report for 3 October 1944: “the Infantry was pinned down by mortar and small arms fire in the vicinity of 783351”. I have labeled both locations on the maps. Dot 4i is the image location (783-356), and dot 4c is the coordinate location (784-351).

This makes me wonder if Jacob and Gutierrez really were killed 3 October 1944. The Morning Reports do not state on 3 or 4 October that they were killed. In fact, they do not appear until the 8 October 1944 Morning Report which shows them MIA as of 4 October 1944. 8 October 1944 is when the 7th Armored Division was replaced in the line and moved to areas out of combat and caught up on the events of the prior week. Thus the issue of whether they were killed 3 or 4 October can probably never be resolved.
IDPF Report of Burial of William R. Robbins, C/38, KIA 4 October 1944; 779-353; Recovered by U. S. by 16 April 1945 

There was no recovery map nor checklist. The Report of Burial definitely specifies sheet 5, which is the 1:100K map.
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The place of death is given as “vic. Kijkuit, Holland”. He was recovered from an isolated grave.
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		Dot		C1		C2		Surname		Givens		Bn		Co		Died		Recvrd

		1		762		323		Epstein		Myer "Mike"		38		A		1944-Oct-04		1945-Jul-17

		2		787		343		Baldwin		James D.		38		C		1944-Oct-04		1945-Jul-13

		3		779		353		Robbins		William R.		38		C		1944-Oct-04		1945-Apr-15

		4		784		351		Gutierrez		Luis		38		C		1944-Oct-04		1945-Jun-30

		4		784		351		Jacob		Robert J.		38		C		1944-Oct-04		1945-Jun-30

		5		73				Haney		Henry M.		38		C		1944-Oct-04		1947-May-07






