[image: image1.jpg]it, a caution to the reader. He may suspect
as discovered some disparities in places and
s compared to his memory, what he has
told or what he had read elsewhere. Ad-
ffedly, this can be true. I can only say that
documents used were written and published
putable people and are as accurate as any
ords would allow. For the sake of brevity ac-
fsat battery or company level were kept to a
fimum; the majority will deal with battalion,
force and combat commands. This story
deal mostly with the “lead” elements of our
Armored Division, notwithstanding the fact
it without artillery, ordnance, signal, trains,
dical and other organic units, success could
thave been the result of our endeavors.

Qur Division’s involvement after the capture
ithe EDER SEE Dam is broken down into
It phases; the first three will be dealt with in
detail than any other action in this cam-
gn. It was at this point in time the 7th Ar-
Division encountered some of its most

PRELUDE TO THE
BREAKOUT AT THE
REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD

en though not directly related to our 7th Ar-
ed’s role in the actual reduction of the Ruhr
cket I believe it is interesting to make brief
of our Division’s activities just prior to tak-
 up positions on the west bank of the
lINE River between BONN, Germany and
tLUDENDORFF Bridge at REMAGEN.
Most of February was spent in support of the
ihand 99th Infantry Divisions, V Corps, in
fir drive to scize the approaches to the
CHWAMMENAUEL Dam at the head-
fers of the ROER River. Their support was
our CCR from SIMMERATH and
STERNICH to STRAUCH and STEKEN-
RN. The 23rd A.L Bn., the 434th, 440th,
Bth Armored F.A. Bn’s. plus the attached
th Armored F.A. Bn. were in general sup-
ft. The action was in a northeasterly direc-
toward SCHMIDT and continued to the
d of February. The balance of the Division
refitting  and doing much needed
intenance to equipment. The 7th was also at
tk maintaining roads which were a sea of
id from rain and snow — so bad, in fact, it
layed the disengagement of our units that

POCKET

ing rapid progress toward the Rhine River.
March 7th and 8th our CCA was attached to
the 9th Infantry Division to mop up the area
from BONN to the LUDENDORFF Bridge at
REMAGEN. By nightfall of March 9th our
sector had been cleared, and most of our units
had taken up defensive positions on the west
bank of the RHINE still assigned to I1I Corps.
On the evening of March 10th three com-
panies of our 814th T.D. Bn., the 17th, 31st and
40th tank battalions, were assigned to our three
A.F.A. Bn’s. to give indirect fire support to III
Corps artillery in the expansion of the RHINE
bridgehead and to help drive the German ar-
tillery out of range of the bridgehead area.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
RUHR AREA

The industrial Ruhr embraced approximate-
ly 6,000 square miles, heavily populated and
containing most of Germany’s heavy industry.
The plan for its encirclement was conceived
prior to the invasion landings as a projection of
operation OVERLORD. Even though vast
amounts of war material came from the area it
consisted mostly of components that had to be
assembled elsewhere. This accounted in a great
part for the difficulty the forces in the pocket
had in supplying themselves. One estimate of
ammunition on hand was about a two weeks’
supply. Food, arms and personal gear were also
critically short.

On paper, German Army Group B estimated
troop strength at 22 Kampfgruppe (task forces)
— about 40,000 men or four infantry divisions;
artillery — about 10 divisional size regiments;
anti-tank — about 1 division and 7 engineer
battalions. Older men with their lack of en-
thusiasm and young boys with the best will to
fight, lacked training. Most critical was the
lack of junior officers and N.C.0.’s. One prime
example of equipment shortage — the head-
quarters of the German XIII Corps, activated
in January 1945, had three vehicles and two
radios.

Terrain was much in favor of the enemy. The
eastern sector through which the 7th Armored
would pass was mostly mountainous with deep
cut narrow valleys and a number of unfordable
streams. This canalized our troop movements
and a small roadblock with one anti-tank gun
could hold up progress for hours. We seldom
had sufficient space to use our designed mobili-
ty to its best advantage or in bypassing or out-
flanking the resistance.

HE SEVENTH ARMORED DIVISION
B THE REDUCTION OF THE RUHR

MARCH AND APRIL, 1945

START OF THE
ENCIRCLEMENT
“"CRACKING THE SHELL”

On March 22nd billeting details crossed the
RHINE River in preparation for the 7th Ar-
mored’s taking up positions in the bridgehead.
By the 24/25th of March the Division was
established in the bridgehead under I1I Corps
with the 9th Infantry Division on our left and
the 99th Infantry Division on our right. Field
Order No. 18 was issued the morning of the
25th with IIT Corps objective — LIMBURG
and the high ground generally north of
NEUNKIRCHEN. The two infantry divisions
were to make the initial effort with the 7th Ar-
mored attacking through them generally along
the autobahn, taking the communications
centers and bridges across the LAHN River in
the area of LIMBURG-STOCKHAUSEN.
CCA’s objective was to be LIMBURG and
CCR the bridges across the LAHN River.

On March 26th CCA attacked through the
99th Infantry Division and pushed forward over
25 miles. CCR attacked through both the in-
fantry divisions with two task forces. By 1400
task forces Brown and Griffin changed to a
more northeasterly course and by the end of the
day had gained nearly 30 miles. The nor-
theasterly turn was necessitated by the ad-
vances of V Corps on our right and the pinching
off of our CCA. LIMBURG now fell in the V
Corps zone. Early on the 27th, CCA was to
continue northeast to secure crossings of the
LAHN River between MARBURG (exclusive)
and GIESSEN (inclusive) and the area along a
line generally 7,000 yards east of the river.
CCA_continued its advance about 15 miles
securing HERMANNSTEIN and preparing to
attack to the northeast to seize GIESSEN.

CCR continued its advance making about 18
miles the 27th March and seizing crossings of
the DILL River near SINN, KATZENFORT
and DILLHEIM. CCB, in Division reserve,
continued on the west side of the DILL River
and was prepared to attack eastward on Divi-
sion order. CCA, on the south, ran into stiff
resistance at WETZLAR, overcame it and
reached GIESSEN that afternoon. Due to the
heavy fighting in GIESSEN, CCB was sent
forward between CCR and CCA, to take care
of the river crossings assigned to CCA, leaving
CCA to turn its attention to the capture of
GIESSEN. By the evening of the 28th
GIESSEN was secured.

Toward the end of the 28th instructions were
issued for all Division units to assemble north of




[image: image2.jpg]MARBURG. Early on the 29th the Division
was to attack north and seize the EDER SEE
Dam and crossings of the EDER River. CCR
was given two routes on the left, to seize bridges
across the EDER River; CCB was to attack on
the right, seize the Dam and crossings near it.
CCA was in reserve but prepared for any poten-
tial counterattack. CCB started its attack that
afternoon but was soon held up by severe
house-to-house fighting in KIRCHAIN; task
forces from both CCR and CCB bypassed the
town leaving the other task forces to clear
KIRCHAIN.

On the 30th of March CCB attacked north
from KIRCHAIN in two columns and by 1400
had seized the EDER SEE Dam and their
assigned bridges intact. CCR jumped off at
dawn, reached the EDER River by 1200 and
shortly secured their assigned bridge objectives.
The 87th Recon. Sqd. Mech. took up defensive
positions on our right as the attack continued.
In four days (26th-30th March) the Division
captured over 11,800 prisoners, a greater total
than all previous months combined. In this
same period the Division had traveled 106
miles, right into the heart of Germany
Countless numbers of Poles, Russians, French
and other slave laborers and POW’s were
released as well as several hundred American
and British prisoners of war. The EDER SEE
Dam backed up the largest man-made body of
water in Germany. If not seized before blown,
the entire Third Army’s advance (on our right)
would have been delayed several days.

PRELUDE TO PHASE ONE

The first three days of April the 7th Ar-
mored, still assigned to I11 Corps, was centered
about FRANKENAU, Germany guarding the
EDER SEE Dam and bridges. The same period
was also complicated with many changes of
boundaries of responsibility for the 111, V, and
VII Corps of the Ist U.S. Army. On our left the
VII Corps had passed by 111 Corps to meet up
with the units of the 9th U.S. Army at LIPP-
STADT, thus completing the encirclement of
the pocket. The V Corps on our right had also
passed 111 Corps to keep abreast of the VII
Corps and provide depth to the cast wall of the
pocket.

After mopping up to our rear, the 28th and
99th Infantry Divisions closed behind us. On
April 3rd the 7th Armored was relieved of its
mission of securing the EDER SEE area by the
14th Cavalry Group and assembled in the
MEDEBACK area to prepare for the coming
attack into_the pocket. The 998th Engincer
Treadway Bridge Co. and the 300th Combat
Engineer Battalion were placed in direct sup-
port of the 7th Armored. Our CCB was rein-
forced by the 3rd Bn., 398th Reg. (99th Infan-
try Division). The balance of the 99th Infantry
was assigned to our left (south), and the 9th In-
fantry Division, with our CCA still attached, to
our right (north) flank. The mission of 111
Corps was to turn its attention northwest, clear-
ing the area between the LENNE River on the
south and the RUHR River on the north

PHASE ONE
“THE SHELL PROVES
TOUGH”
APRIL 5th-8th, 1945

The night of April 4th field order No. 19 was
issued. The next morning at 0645 CCB was at-
tacking toward SCHMALLENBERG, the
48th AL Bn. and tanks from the 31st Tank

Ruhr Pocket, Major General Robert W. Ha

Battalion were heading southwest through
AIMERT to a point overlooking OBERKIR-
CHEN. The 38th A.I. Bn., supporting CCB,
dug in around OBERKIRCHEN. The day’s
operation fell a little short of expectations
because of well-coordinated, artillery supported
counterattacks. The next day’s objectives for
the 48th were the hills northeast of
SCHMALLENBERG; the 3/395th, in the
center, would take WINKHAUSEN. The 38th
was to take NIEDERSORPE. Some tanks
from the 31st and tank destroyers from the
814th T.D. Bn. were attached to the aforemen-

brouck, CG, 7th Armored Division, checks maps while Colt
Joseph F. Haskell, C.O. Combat Command B, uses radio to advance units

April, 1945. U.S. Army Phota

tioned units but the bulk of the 31st, with tanks
from CCR, were being held “ready” a short
distance to the rear

APRIL 6th

After a night’s concentration of artillery by
our 440th, 489th and 434th A.F.A. Bn’s. the
38th took NIEDERSORPE within three hours
The 3/395th, after a ten-hour battle, took
WINKHAUSEN and moved toward
GLEIDORF. The 48th, on the left, moved into
GRAFSCHAFT. Two full days and nights of

dersorpe, April, 1945
U.S. Army Pholg
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ighting had accounted for only a few
flometers gain westward. This outer German
bell had well-equipped first line troops, with no
place for them to retreat.

THE SHELL BEGINS TO
CRACK
APRIL 7th

Although tanks and tank destroyers did
jeoman service reducing the strongholds and
protecting the flanks, the task at hand was still
minly one for infantry. Plans called for
/48th to pass through B/48th and with
395th, take SCHMALLENBERG. C/48th
s to pass south of GRAFSCHAFT and hit
( ERG from the south. At 1100
lhe town was marked with smoke and hit hard
the Air Force. By house-to-house fighting
ind with subsequent artillery support, the
k-infantry teams secured the town at 1600.
[o consolidate the position the 87th Recon. oc-
fupied the hills to the northwes
As CCB was closing on its objectives CCR
me operational. Acquiring the 38th A.L
CCR covered the Divi-
little  village of

230. From the northeast and southwest com-
nies C and B joined and outposted the town
iy nightfall. A/38th moved through toward
UXEL. The Recon troop established barriers
bthe northeast and made contact with the 9th
ffantry Division on the North.

APRIL 8th

CCB and CCR were now attacking two
breast. CCA, until approximately April 7th,
lad been attached to the 9th Infantry Division
ome miles to the north; it had been thought the
temy might try a breakout in the vicinity of
UEDEBACH. On April 8th CCA rejoined the
th Armored in reserve in the area of WIT-

Artillery preparation on Schmallenberg, Germany. Ruhr Pocket. April 7, 1945, 11:00 A.M. U.S. Army Photo.

TENBERG; on the 9th it was to move to
GLIEDORF. CCB changed direction from
west to northwest to take the small but well-
defended towns of OBRINGHAUSEN and
EBBEINGHOFF, the 87th Recon. protecting
their left flank. The main effort was to be by
the 48th while the 3/395th was to take the high
ground overlooking not only CCB’s objective
but FREDEBURG as well — the objective of
CCR. In six hours 3/395th achieved their ob-
jective. After a five-minute artillery concentra-
tion on OBRINGHAUSEN B48th secured the
village within fifteen minutes. With this action
the 48th was put in reserve for a well-carned
rest and the 23rd A.L. Bn. was attached to
CCB.

Elements of 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, Ruhr Pocket.

Col. Haskell, C.O. of CCB, then formed
three task forces — Beatty, Erlenbusch and
Rhea. It was time to show the Germans just
what a “blitzkreig” could be. T/F Beatty
moved through 3/395th and captured EBB-
INGHOF. Having seen four continuous days of
heavy fighting, the 395th was detached.

Also on the 8th, CCR had a tough nut to
crack — FREDEBURG — a stronghold of
diehards and the hub of an important road net.
At 0145 A/38th took HUXEL and the hill bet-
ween it and FREDEBURG to the west. Six
hours later a two-pronged offensive was started
— A and C/38th advancing on the wooded
ridge overlooking FREDEBURG; B/38th with
A/40th tank battalion on the wooded ridge
overlooking FREDEBURG; and B/38th with
A/40th tank battalion on the valley road bet-
ween HOLTHAUSEN and FREDEBURG.
By 1100 the ridge had been cleared. The tank-
infantry force ran into a small but well-armed
and emplaced roadblock which held them up
four hours, giving the enemy time to reinforce
FREDEBURG. Bitter house-to-house fighting
ensued, and by nightfall only a few sections of
town had been taken. Col. Tompkins wished to
pass an armored task force through the town at
dawn so he requested a minimum of a clear
path be made through FREDEBURG. Over a
(};undred prisoners had been taken by CCR that

ay.

This concluded the first phase of the 7th Ar-
mored’s part in these final actions of clearing
the pocket. In four days the Division had to
literally smash its “way through seven
kilometers of extremely difficult terrain with
every village a veritable fortress, and still
against a fanatical enemy. The “bridgehead”
originally called for was now a reality, and the
Division was ready for their own “blitzkreig”
assault. By April 19th the 7th Armored’s opera-
tion was almost a hit or miss affair; the strong,
small pockets of resistance were everywhere,
manned by troops from many units. A stand by
a consolidated unit was becoming rare. In one
day the Division went from a line
FREDEBURG-WORMBACK to MAILAR-
KOBBENRODE, wresting some 50 square
kilometers from the pocket. CCR’s task forces
Brown, Wolfe and Griffin, as well as CCB’s
Erlenbusch, Rhea and Beatty, were involved in
this action.

April, 1945. U.S. Army Photo.
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APRIL 9th-11th

At dawn T/F Wolfe (a part of T/F Brown)
moved out of FREDEBURG enroute to
HEIMINGHAUSEN, four kilometers away.
The first two hours they encountered
undefended roadblocks of felled trees,
destroyed vehicles and mines. The enemy then
covered the valley with a heavy concentration
of smoke, bringing visibility to zero. By
nightfall the task force had reached the tank-
infantry stronghold of MAILAR. T/F Griffin,
a few thousand yards to the south, ran into the
same situation. By dark the task forces cleared
another four kilometers and was south of
MENKHAUSEN. T/F Brown, in reserve,
would now pick up 1/395th and move to the
heights south of MAILAR. CCR had collected
over 700 prisoners for the day. T/F Beatty and
Erlenbusch took BERGHAUSEN before 1000
AM. T/F Rhea occupied FELBECKE and
continued north and west, taking a number of
small villages. By dark, T/F Rhea had taken a
fairly well-defended town of KOBBENRODE
with over 200 prisoners and much material.
After BERGHAUSEN, T/F Beatty, CCB,
proceeded to KUKELHEIM; T/F Erlenbusch
swung south through SELKENTROP,
BRACHT, LECKMARTH to SCHWART-
MECKE. This ended April 9th with the 7th
Armored turning into a raging torrent with the
enemy disorganized and bewildered.

APRIL 10th

For the first time in this action all three com-
bat commands were committed at the same
time. T/F Brown was through BREMKE and
had secured a bridge over the WENNE River
with a patrol contacting the Sth Infantry Divi-
sion. Using “marching fire”, T/F Griffin
passed through BREMSCHEID and on to
ESLOHE, securing a bridge over the ESSEL
River. By 1600, T/F Erlenbusch was through
BROCKHEIM and NIELER-MARPE, en-
ding the day at KUKELHEIN. T/F Rhea,
from KOBBENRODE, took ISINGHEIM and
contacted T/F Griffin at BREMSCHEID.
T/F Daley was through OBER VALBERT and
into SCHONDELT.

APRIL 11th

By the close of this day, the three combat
commands had secured
WENHOLTHAUSEN, SIEPERTING,
MATHMECKE, GREVENSTEIN, NIEDER
SALWEY and OBER SALWEY on the
SALWEY River. ESLOHE and
SCHLIPRUTHEN also surrendered. So ended
the second phase of the 7th Armored’s
operation.

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF
GERMAN OPERATIONS
APRIL 9th-11th, 1945

The western portions of Group LUETT-
WITZ’s northern front had been pushed back
across the RUHR River by the U.S. 7th and
79th Infantry Divisions. The RHINE River
front, held by the new U.S. 5th Army, remain-
ed unchiarged. On the southern front, the 5th
PANZER Army had established a continuous
line after falling back from the SIEG River. On
the eastern front, the 15th German Army was
under continuous attack by the U.S. I1I Corps,
to which our 7th Armored Division was still at-
tached. On April 9th, the 9th Infantry Division
was released from 11 Corps for rest and replac-
ed by the 5th Infantry Division.

PHASE THREE
THE DRIVE ON BECKUM
AND HOVEL
APRIL 12th-13th, 1945

CCR was located at WEN-
THOLTHAUSEN, CCA at ESLOHE, and
CCB with one task force at OBER SALWEY
and the other at NIEDER SALWEY. The 5th
Infantry Division was still on our right; the 99th
Infantry on our left. CCA on the right and
CCR on the left were to attack abreast, CCB
was in reserve. The area south of LAKE
SORPE STAUBECKEN was to be the next
objective. For April 12th, CCA was made up of
T/F's Wemple, Rhea and Daley; they were to
attack in column. To many readers it may be of
interest to note a representative composition of
task forces under a combat command.

7th ARMORED DIVISION
COMBAT COMMAND "A”

APRIL 12th, 1945

T/F/ WEMPLE: 17th Tk Bn (-B, C Co’s),
B/23 AL Bn, | Plat/A/814 T.D. Bn, 1
Plat/B/33 A. Eng. Bn. T/F RHEA: 23 A.L. Bn
(-B, C Co’s), C/17th Tnk. Bn.,, 1 Co./3rd
Bn./395th Reg., 1 Plat/A/814 T.D. Bn, 1
Plat/B/33 A. Eng. Bn. T/F DALEY: B/17th
Tk Bn, C/23 AL Bn, C/17th Tk. Bn. (-2
Plat.), A/814 T.D. Bn. (-2 Plat.), 1 Plat/B33
A. Eng. Bn.

T/F Rhea led off with the 489th A. Fa. Bn.
next, then T/F Wemple and T/F Daley. T/F
Rhea captured SELSHEDE, AMECKE and
several more towns, ending up in HOVEL. T/F
Wemple, with T/F Daley, attacked west and
north, turning west at KASBERG, attacking
BALVE and securing it by nightfall. April
13th, T/F Wemple attacked north but soon
found themselves canalized with a stream on
one side, steep hills on the other and a blown
underpass in front of them. The infantry pro-
ceeded on foot and captured VOLK-
INGHAUSEN. T/F Rhea attacked from
HOVEL and at 1330 secured BECKUM. T/F
Chappius (CCB) was temporarily attached to
CCA; it moved out of HOVEL to seize
ELSBORN by the end of the day. T/F Daley
attacked northwest from BALVE to seize
DEILINGHOFEN and a landing strip. CCB
remained in reserve.

For the 12th and 13th of April CCR was
organized into five task forces — Griffin,
Sweat, Wolfe, Brown and Butler. They moved
out in column with T/F Griffin leading. Rapid
progress was made at first but then bogged
down by blocked, Impassavic 1vaus. 1 /1 wure
bypassed T/F Griffin near LINNEPE, went
south, then west to capture ENDORF. Enemy
armor was encountered for the first time in this
action at STOCKUM. T/F Wolfe proceeded
through four more villages, stopping at
NEUENRADE. This action was characterized
by its success gained from the surprise and
shock of fast-moving, often-firing, tank col-
umns. The day’s bag for CCR was 16 villages, 5
Tiger tanks, 20 motor transports, 8 officers and
2,822 enlisted men. Also surrendering to the
7th Armored because they had lost control of
the units under their command, were the Com-
mander of the 15th Army, General Gustav von
Zangen and General Friedrich Koehling, C.G.
of the LXXXI Corps.

CCR then held defensive positions at
NEUENRADE, KUNTROP and GARBECK.
Some severe counterattacks were beaten off.
This concluded the THIRD PHASE of the 7th

Armored’s operations in this sector. This ad:
vance had gained 12-13 miles into enemy ter
ritory over exceedingly difficult terrain. Thi
cleared the BECKUM-HOVEL area, an
10,000 prisoners were taken.

STATUS OF ARMY GROUP
g

As recounted by Major General Wagnen
Chief of Staff, Army Group “B”, Field Mar-
shall Model issued an order “to dissolve hi
forces by order” effective April 17, 1945, as i
was estimated that by this time rations and am-
munition would be gone. All very old and very
young were to be immediately released from
the army and sent home. All non-combatant§
without arms were to allow themselves to
overrun by our troops and then surrend
Volunteers, in uniform or not, were to try ai
make their way home. Those in uniform and
armed would try to make it through our lines of
defense. German Army Group issued th
orders in hopes of sparing the troops
humiliation of unconditional surrender.

s “ T

7th Armored Division drive through Ruhr Pock
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MOPPING UP HEMER AND
MENDEN
APRIL 14th-16th, 1945

CCA’s T/F Wemple was north of VOLK-
INGHAUSEN, T/F Rhea at BECKUM, T/F
Chappius at ELSBORN, with T/R Daley at-
tacking DEILINGHOFEN. CCR was in
defensive positions at NEUENRADE, KUN-
TROP and BARBECK, with CCB in reserve at
KASBERG. During this period the pocket was
evered as the U.S. 8th Infantry Division of
XVIII Airborne Corps made contact with the
U.S. 7th Infantry Division on the RUHR River
southeast of ESSEN. In the eastern portion of
the severed pocket there remained the German
LIII Infantry Corps and remnants of the Ger-
man LXXXI Infantry Corps.

At 0615 April 14th, CCA had the same task
force as in the previous two days. T/F Wemple
seized HUNSTADT, HONNETHAL, and
BROCKHAUSEN, then proceeded to gain the
high ground southwest of HEMER. Major
Thomas Daley, C.O. of the task force, went
behind enemy lines to negotiate a peaceful en-

try into the town. The Germans desired to
déclare HEMER an open city because there
were over 23,000 prisoners on the outskirts. The
Germans wanted to evacuate the town and oc-
cupy the high ground overlooking it; this was
entirely unsatisfactory so the attack continued
at 2030. T/F Danube secured HEMER under
the protection of T/F’s Rhea, Wemple and
Daley. The majority of the prisoners were Rus-
sian, with about 100 Americans. When releas-
ed, the Russian prisoners, almost to the point of
starvation, started rioting and severely attack-
ing the German soldiers. Task Force Wemple
sent two platoons of infantry and one platoon of
tanks to keep them in the cages.

APRIL 15th, 1945

The attack continued with CCR leading.
T/F Brown was to pass through MENDEN
and continue west to the high ground northeast
of the LENNE River; T/F Sweat was to lead.
Between GRULAND and HENNEN, the task
forces came under heavy direct fire from 20mm
flak guns and 88mm AA-AT guns; it was im-
possible to move forward. T/F Wolfe then
enveloped the enemy’s flank and took the town

&%
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of KALTHOF and again joined T/F Sweat at
the road junction; both forces then held up for
the evening. T/F Griffin left MENDEN on the
southern route on the axis MENDEN-
SUMMERN; this town cleared by 2000 and
they proceeded to and secured
REFFLINGSEN.

APRIL 16th, 1945

At daylight, CCR continued with T/F’s
Brown and Griffin abreast. At 0630 the lead
clements were met by a German Captain from
G-2 of the 116th PANZER Division. He was
told to return with someone of sufficient
authority to negotiate surrender terms. Major
General Robert W. Hasbrouck, Commanding
General of the 7th Armored Division, then sent
his chief of staff, Colonel John L. Ryan, Jr., to
handle the negotiations. Col. Ryan was first
met by General Von Waldenberg who said he
was empowered to speak for the German LITT
Corps commander.

This was not acceptable to Col. Ryan, who
was then taken to the headquarters of the LIII
Corps where terms were made with Lt. General
Fritz Bayerlein, C.G. of the LIII Corps.

Surrendering to Maj. Gen. Robert W.
Hasbrouck were Lt. Gen Fritz Bayerlein, Maj.
Gen. Bernard Klosterkemper, of the 180th In-
fantry Division, Maj. Gen. Siegfried Walden-
burg of the 116th PANZER Division, and Lt.
Gen. Ernst Hammer, of the 190th Infantry
Division. Also surrendering were remnants of
the 9th PANZER Division; this was the unit
that attacked our 7th Armored in the
MEIJEL-OVERLOON area of Holland. The
116th PANZER Division had also attacked our
Division’s trains in the LAROCHE-SAMREE
area during the Ardennes campaign. Lt. Gen.
Bayerlein had been Field Marshall Rommel’s
chief of staff in the Afrika Korps and later com-
manded the famous PANZER Lehr Division.
During his interrogation by First Army,
General Bayerlein commented that both he and
his subordinates were surprised and utterly con-
fused by the rapid changes of direction of our
7th Armored Division. He rated the 7th and the
3rd U.S. Armored Divisions as the best ar-
mored divisions he had encountered. The side-
arms surrendered by the above German
generals to General Hasbrouck are on display
at the Fort Polk, Louisiana Military Museum.

From the 5th of April to the 17th of April,
1945, the 7th Armored Division had traveled
over 30 miles through some of the most difficult
terrain for an armored division and had met a
very determined enemy. During this period the
Division took over 40,000 prisoners and tremen-
dous amounts of equipment.

An extract from the Order of the Day for
April 19, 1945 by Major General Robert W.
Hasbrouck to the officers and men of the 7th
Armored Division: “The — mission was to chop
up the pocket you helped to create. Despite
mountainous terrain which greatly favored the
enemy, you drove to the heart of his defenses.
That ‘part of the pocket you were to reduce
ceased to exist at 0845 on 16 April — good
hunting.”

For the 7th Armored Division’s operation in
the RUHR pocket Major General James A.
Van Fleet, the U.S. I11 Corps Commander, had
these remarks in a letter to General Hasbrouck:
I want to thank you, the officers and men of
your splendid division for their magnificent and
outstanding work while operating under the ITI
Corps. The great successes of the 7th Armored
Division during this period will, I am_ sure,
stand out as brilliant pages in the military
operations on the Western front. Your actions
were one of the most rapid and vicious advances
of armor which has ever been executed by
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American forces — a classic example of the
correct use of armor.”

MEDALS OF HONOR

In the course of action in the RUHR pocket,
two members of our 7th Armored Division were
awarded the Medal of Honor

During the advance of the 7th Armored Divi-
sion on 29 March, S. Sgt. Robert H. Dietz,
Company A, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion,
charged alone against defenders of two bridges
at the town of KIRCHHAIN, Germany. He
had secured one bridge and disconnected

demolition charges from the second when Ger-

man fire cut him down. He was awarded the
Medal of Honor posthumously.

General Hasbrouck often wondered if there
was anyone in the Division from his home town;
both the General and Sgt. Dietz were from
Kingston, New York. Several years after the
war General Hasbrouck spoke at the dedication
of a stadium in Kingston, dedicated to Sgt.
Dietz

During the 7th Armored Division’s first
penetration of the pocket on 5 April, Cpl
Kelly, a medical aidman of the 48th
Infantry Battalion, made ten trips
y German fire to
of the company

rescue and evacuate casual

to which he was attached. He was awarded the
Medal of Honor.

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE
FOUR PHASES IN THE
REDUCTION
OF THE RUHR POCKET BY
THE 7th ARMORED DIVISION
PHASE ONE, APRIL 5th-8th,
1945
A well-planned and coordinated attack by all
elements of the Division (-CCA), was necessary
1o capture SCHMALLENBURG and adjacent
villages, primarily an infantry show supported
by artillery, armor and Air Force

SCHMALLENBURG was the necessary arca
to gain entrance into the heart of the pocket

PHASE TWO, APRIL 9th-11th,

1945
resistance progressively  became

¢ the shell was pierced. Even with

Enemy
weaker on

7th Armored Division, receives surrender of 53 Panzer Corps officers. Lt. Gen. Fritz

April 16,1945, U.S. Army Photo.

heavy, spotty resistance the énemy’s will was
cbbing. He was disorganized, bewildered; units
scattered and supply routes overrun. The 7th
Armored, with its ever-increasing pressure and
momentum, was in an exploitation phase. The
tank was now out in front in all its glory

PHASE THREE, APRIL 12th-
13th, 1945

The exploitation was successful, the enemy
more and more confused and disorganized, his
communications now completely breaking up.
Strong resistance was still present but isolated
and short lived. The terrain was now becoming
more of an obstacle than the enemy. Tanks led
with infantry aboard so as to not retard the
momentum of attack. Speed and violence were
the orders of the day. Sudden changes in direc-
tion of attack by the task forces, with little war-
ning, were accomplished with very little confu-
sion and would leave large pockets of the enemy
isolated for the followup infantry units to
gather up
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PHASE FOUR, APRIL 14th-16th,
1945

This phase was marked by longer gains and
more freedom to maneuver. Isolated enemy
pockets still existed but his will was gone. With
the minimum of reorganization, our columns
were able to continue the advance. On the mor-
ning of April 16, 1945, the enemy in this posi-
tion of the pocket submitted to the uncondi-
tional terms of surrender. At 1200, April 17,
1945, the 7th Armored Division was relieved of
responsibility of the sector including acceptance
and evacuation of prisoners.

A GENERAL SUMMARY
FORMATION OF TASK
FORCES FOR SELF-
SUFFICIENCY AND
FLEXIBILITY

The Division commander had tank, infantry,
artillery, engineer, reconnaissance, medical,
ordnance, and signal units which he could
assign to combat commands in a manner he saw
fiit to best meet the situation at hand. The com-

Ruhr Pocket, Iserlohn, Germany. Captured German armor and other motorized equipment. German troops in
front of equipment. April 16, 1945. U.S. Army Photo.
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Ruhr Pocket, Eroste, Germany. German P.O.W.’s of the $3rd Panzer Corps April 16,1945. U.S. Army Signal Corps Photo.




[image: image9.jpg]bat commander in turn had these units with
which to form task forces to meet situations
which he had to overcome. For the attack on
SCHMALLENBURG, the assault task forces

resistance began to weaken in this area and it
became apparent that a breakthrough would be
possible, task forces heavy in armor with suffi-
cient infantry to reduce pockets of resistance
unassailable by tanks were formed. The ar-
tillery was ever present, and engineers were at-
tached in proportion to the need for them to
facilitate the advance of the assaulting col-
umns. Thus from day to day or from action to
action, the commander could combine the arms
within his teams to best meet the specific situa-
tion at hand.

RELENTLESS PRESSURE ON
A WEAKENING ENEMY

Once the enemy started to weaken, the 7th
Armored Division kept a relentless pressure on
his retreating and delaying forces. Had the 7th
Armored stopped to lick its wounds after reduc-
ing the SCHMALLENBURG-FREDEBURG
area, which apparently the enemy had expected
to hold as his main line of resistance, in all pro-
bability the enemy would have had time to re-
assemble and reorganize sufficient forces with
which to form another such position further to
the west. Instead, the pressure put on the
encmy gave him no time to reorganize and
tended to create more confusion in his ranks.

MANEUVERING TO
OVERCOME RESISTANCE

A basic principle of all tactics is to hold an
enemy in position with one element and strike
him in a weak spot with another. The soundness
of this principle was brought out many times

luring this operation by elements of the 7th Ar-

maneuver each time.

CHANGING DIRECTION OF
ATTACK

As this operation progressed into the rear
reas of the enemy, instances are given where
lask forces and combat commands completely
hanged their direction of attack. From the 7th
Armored Division’s point of view this was done
n the basis of reports that enemy units were
forming, which if not immediately dispersed,
ight become major obstacles to the following
infantry. The effectiveness of such a maneuver,
caused primarily by the element of surprise,
was brought out later by captured enemy
officers.

USE OF COMBAT COMMAND
RESERVE

It is sufficient to call attention to the ac-
tivities of Combat Command Reserve during

this operation. Tt could well have been named
Combat Command C as it was as much an
assault combat command as was A and B.

ROTATION OF COMBAT
COMMANDS

During this operation the Division com-
mander used two combat commands in the
assault to punch their way forward while the
third was in reserve resting and performing
maintenance. He could have had CCA and
CCB habitually as the assault units rotating
their battalions for rehabilitation with those of
CCR which would have habitually been the
reserve unit. Instead, however, he rotated entire
combat commands. This method worked very
well.

THE ADVANTAGE OF
TRAINING

The 7th Armored Division had been through
a good deal before it entered this operation and
apparently had profited by its experience. It
should be noted that sudden changes in direc-
tion were executed with relative ease; the
launching of coordinated attacks with little
time to prepare; and the teamwork between
task forces and between assault units and sup-
porting artillery. Consider the communications
system necessary to accomplish the above; the
outstanding operating procedures which were
in effect; and the knowledge the commanders
must have had of each other and of the units
they commanded. These and many others are
the advantages of training; of training as a com-
bined arms team.

CONCLUSION

With the above summary in mind reflect for
a moment on three vital factors which must be
considered in judging this operation:

1. The enemy was doomed to defeat before
the operation began.

2.The terrain was mountainous which
gave the advantage to the defense.

3. The 7th Armored Division was well sup-
plied, well trained and equipped, and
HIGH IN MORALE.

From a research report entitled “The 7th Ar-
mored Division’s Part in Reduction of the Ruhr
Pocket”, prepared by the Armored School, Fort
Knox, Kentucky, 1949-1950, 1 would like to
quote excerpts from the Foreword by our 7th
Armored  Division’s Commanding ~ General,
Major General Robert W. Hasbrouck.

“Seldom has an armored division engaged in
50 many types of diverse actions within such a
short period of time. The eleven days covered
by the report saw the Division successively
engaged in (1) an attack out of a defile to gain
space in which to deploy, (2) an attack against
a hastily prepared defensive position, (3) the
breakthrough of this position and, (4) an ex-
ploitation of the breakthrough which, at times,
became a pursuit.

This report indicates how the Combat Com-
mand type of organization, aided by the Ar-
mored Division's splendid  communications
system, permitted the flexibility in organization
which was essential to maximum success in

such a succession of
situations.

I do wish to call attention, however, to one
factor which the committee compiling the
report had no means of evaluating, but which I
consider to have contributed in no small
measure to the expeditious completion of our
mission. This was the Corps Commander's
thorough understanding of the employment of
armor including an appreciation of the inade-
quacy of its Infantry elements to meet some
situations and its sensitivity to terrain. General
Van Fleet’s provision of additional infantry was
timely and adequate. Much of the terrain
within the Corps zone presented considerable
difficulties to armor. Accordingly he insisted,
over some objections by his infantry com-
manders, that our Division’s zone of action be
so defined as to include such of the terrain as
offered some_possibility for armored action.
This resulted in a zone of action for the 7th Ar-
mored Division which snaked its way
throughout the Corps zone, encroaching here
and there on an Infantry Division’s zone, and,
on one occasion, moving directly across the
zone of one division. This unconventional but
practical plan paid big dividends when the ar-
mor broke loose for long gains in the occasional
areas where the terrain favored typical armored
action.

We of the 7th Armored Division felt that we
played an important part in the III Corps’
reduction of the northern half of the pocket.
Some of our long advances made when the ter-
rain favored armored action undoubtedly
assisted the Infantry Divisions of the Corps by
threatening the flanks and rear of the German
units in their front. On the other hand, it was
the action of the Infantry Divisions on our
flanks which helped us immeasurably as we
struggled through that part of the country
where our tanks could not mancuver. It was the
well coordinated, and wholly cooperative action
of Infantry and Armored Divisions which
brought about the final satisfactory result.”

rapidly-changing

/s/ Robert W. Hasbrouck
ROBERT W. HASBROUCK
MAJOR GENERAL, US.A. (Ret.)

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

The primary source used for the brief ac-
count of the 7th Armored Division’s part in the
Ruhr Pocket was “The 7th Armored Division
Part in the Reduction of the Ruhr Pocket”,
This document was a research report prepared
by Committee 5, Officers Advanced Course,
The Armored School, Fort Knox, Kentucky,
May, 1950. Additional sources were:

1. “The Last Offensive”, Col. Charles B. Mac-
Donald (Ret.). This volume is one of a series,
“The United States Army in WW II, The
European Theater of Operations”, published by
the Department of Military History. Col. Mac-
Donald authored several books in the series and
collaborated on others.

2. After Action Reports, Headquarters, Divi-
sion Artillery, 7th Armored Division.

3. After Action Reports, Headquarters, 440th
Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 7th Ar-
mored Division.

Kenneth R. Danielson
Headquarters Battery, Division Artillery
7th Armored Division
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