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Preliminary note of the author 

 
It was not possible to find a former member of the division, who would be ready and able to tell 
about the actions of the division out of his memory or make any usefull contributions. The author 
had to rely on the few sources to collect information for a later, more detailed picture. 
He was not able to give tactical details of military historical value. Also, it was not possible to 
resolve unclear information and fill gaps. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Preliminary note of the editor 
 

When a document in the FMS series was written, it was typically done by the commander, the Ia 
officer, or someone in a position of authority.  This document is the only one I have found (after 
reading 300 FMS documents) where the author was totally unrelated to the unit in question.  After 
some checking, it appears that the author is deriving much of his information from the records of 
O.B. West (a.k.a HeeresGroup D).  In particular, the Heeresgroup D KTB records found in T311 
R016 and R017. 
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I. The origin of the division. Alarming and transfer to the front and evaluation of combat 

readiness at arrival at the front 
 

1.) The division existed as Div.Nr.180 from the beginning of the war as one of the two replacement 
and training divisions of Wehrkreis X [military district Ten], located in the western garrisons of the 
Wehrkreis.1 
 
The division was neither mobile nor equipped or organised for duty at the frontline. Solely, 
preparations for a "march readiness" were existing, which had to be established in timeframes 
between 3 and 36 hours, to have the replacement and training elements ready at the codeword 
"Alarm Küste", for actions against landed enemy forces. 
 
2.) This "march-readiness" was called for, as the allied airborne operation in Holland started on 
September 17, 1944. The Wehrmachtführungsstab [Armed Forces Command Staff] subordinated 
the division to Oberbefehelshaber West [High Command West] with an order from September 18, 
at 13:35. On the same day, the division started transferring by train into the area Venlo-
Kaldenkirchen while the few motorised elements moved on land.2 

 

According to the daily reports of the general of the Wehrmachttransportwesens [Armed Forces 
Transport Authority], all 20 trains with the division had left Wehrkreis X by September 21st. Three 
of them were unloaded in Venlo, and fifteen in Kaldenkirchen. The last two trains followed on 
September 22nd. Upon arrival the division was subordinated to Gen.Kdo.LXXXVI.A.K. [86th 
Corps] Which was the commanding authority west of Venlo. 
 
3.) According to the mentioned order of WFSt. [Armed Forces Command Staff], from September 
18 the division consisted of: 
 
Inf.Ers.u.Ausb.Rgter 269 and 22 [22nd and 269th infantry replacement and training regiments] 
Kav.Ers.Abt.100   [100th cavalry replacement detachment] 
Fla.Ers.u.Ausb.Btl.22   [22nd antiaircraft replacement and training battalion] 
Art.Ers.Abt.22   [22nd artillery replacement detachment] 
Pi.Ers.Btl.30    [30th engineer replacement detachment] 
Nachr.Ers.Abt.20   [20th signal replacement detachment] 
Nebelersatz-Rgt.1   [1st rocket launcher replacement regiment] 
 
 

The first order on 21.9.1944 3 shows that I./Ers.u.Ausb.Rgt.16 and the Art.Ers.Abt.22 - consisting of 
2 light and 1 heavy batteries - other sources claiming 3 light and 3 heavy batteries; were with the 
division as well.  According to a note in the war diary of O.B.West on October 5th the division had 
1 artillery regiment headquarters "without signal elements", 1 light and 1 heavy battalion.  
 
 
                                                
1 The other training and replacement division of Wehrkreis X was the Div.Nr.190. 
2 Div.Nr.190 which was handed over to O.B.West as well and was transferred into the area Kleve at 
the same time. 
3 See chapter II, section 1 
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Further detailed information or confirmation about the organisation of the division do not exist.4 
[T78 R411, section H1/117, frames 6379270-4 from NARA contains detailed information on the 
division upon its combat callup not otherwise contained in this document] 

 
Upon arrival behind the front the division was a "collection" of training and replacement units and 
far from a combat ready formation. The training in the formation was lacking. 
 
The officer and NCO-corps was inconsistent. One part consisted of personnel not fit for the front 
due to wounds or sickness, the other part were older age classes. Partly they were lacking 
experience in modern warfare. The men were good, but not fully trained yet. 
 
The equipment and weapons of the units were standard for training and replacement formations but 
not for a frontline division. The signal equipment was not sufficient. The mobility of the units was 
limited due to lack of horses and vehicles. The artillery was, at the beginning, equipped with 
equipment from WWI. 
 
According to the information the author was able to gather he considers the Div.Nr.180 at the end 
of September 1944  to be capable of conducting limited defense operations in positions and not 
capable of offensive operations. 
 
 
                                                
4 The conclusions about the officer positions within the division can be seen in attachment A 
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II. Actions of Div.Nr.180 in September and October 1944 
 

1) Actions of elements of the division within Kampfgruppe Walther from  
September 21-24, 1944 

 

21.9.  The German attempt to interrupt the supply and advance line of the 2nd British army at Zon 
 by attacking towards the channel crossing from Helmond, failed. The German forces still 
 engaged west of the Zuid Willemvaert [Zuid Willemvaert canal] withdraw east behind the 
channel around Helmond until the evening of September 21. On September 22 the 
LXXXVI.A.K. prepares a thrust with KG Walther strengthened by Panzer Brigade 107 
towards Veghel, to take and destroy the supply and advance route across the bridge there. In 
the night of September 22, elements of the forces unloaded at Venlo; the 
I./Gren.Ers.u.Ausb.Rgt.16 and Art.Ers.Abt.22, were transported with improvised motorized 
transport to KG Walther at Gemert. 

 
22.9. The attack on Veghel: I./16 attacks together with Panzer Pioneer Company 107 and 

Sturmgeschutze [assault gun] Company 107 south of the road Erp-Veghel, while the main 
effort of KG Walther lay north of the road. At first the attack made good progress against 
light enemy resistance, but ceased in the afternoon because of fierce enemy resistance at the 
outer perimeter of Veghel; the commander of I./16 was killed in action. Further information 
about the actions of the elements of Div.Nr.180 at Veghel are not available. 
On September 22. the enemy forced the Zuid Willemvaert [Zuid Willemvaert canal] west of 
Asten and established a bridgehead around the town. The attack on Veghel was stopped. KG 
Walther changed to thedefense. During the 23rd and 24th the KG, attacked by strong enemy 
armoured elements from Uden via Volkel and Boekel, had to be taken back into the defense 
line Handel – Aabrücke northwest of Germert. 

 
24.9. On the 24th the enemy takes Deurne and Liesel in the back of KG Walther. 
 In the night 24th-25th, KG Walther breaks contact with the enemy as ordered. It moves into 
 the area Oploo and takes defensive positions in the line Boxmeer – Oploo – channel 4km 
 southwest the northwestern front of the developing german Maas-bridgehead. 

With arrival in the new area the I./Gren.Ers.u.Ausb.16 returns under the command of 
Div.Nr.180. In the meantime the division was moved from Venlo into direction Helmond. 
On September 25th the division moves into the bridgehead defense south of KG Walther, 
which  was according to research of the author, along the channel 9 km west of Venray to 
the south; Forward positions were moved west beyond this line. 
Presumably,5 the Art.Ers.Abt. of the division left KG Walther as well. It looks like it was 
 subordinated to the Art.Kdr. [artillery command] Of LXXXVI.A.K., who positioned the 
artillery for supporting both units in the northern part of the bridgehead. 
At the railway line Venlo – Helmond the southern neighbour of  Div.Nr.180 is the 
 Fsj.Ausb.Div.Erdmann [parachute training division Erdmann]; with most forward line 
running along the Canal de Deurne to 2km  southeast Meijel and the Canal du Nord to 
Hulsen, from there along the canal to the Maas southeast. 
On September 29th the diary of O.B.West mentions the right border of Div.Nr.180 (to KG 
Walther) the line Kl.Oploo – Venray – Twist (towards KG Walther), and left border 

                                                
5 It was not possible to confirm this. 
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(towards Fsj.Ausb.Div.Erdmann) the line Grubbenvorst (180th)- railway Ulfterhook, 
Griendtsvesen,6 - Asten (railway and town to Fsj.Div.) 
The commander of  Div.Nr.180, Generalleutnant Lemke, who was not fit for the front, lead 
his division from the garrison to the front and transferred command to Gen.Maj.Bernhard 
 Klosterkemper. The 1st general staff officer of LXXXVI.A.K., Major i.G.Kurt Brooske was 
 appointed as Ia of the division until the final personnel for this position arrived. 

 
2) Defensive positions and actions from Sept. 25th -  Oct. 14th,1944 (see Skizze [sketch] 1) 
 

26.9. Already on the 26th the enemy starts to attack the German Maas-bridgehead. The German 
 forces received order from the highest authority to fight for every step of land. 
 
 Until mid October the main effort of the enemy attacks was directed on KG Walther.7 

 Div.Nr.180, due to the wet meadows and the canal in front, was just confronted with light 
 enemy pressure and obviously had time to get accomodated to the frontline routine. Its 
 defense line consisted of unconnected points of resistance. 
 
27.9. On September 27th the division reports lively enemy reconnaissance and artillery activities. 

On October 3rd, enemy armor, whose preparations at Deurne a day before were identified, 
attacked towards the division along the road to Venray; The attack was repulsed by 
destroying two enemy tanks. After that it was quiet again. 

 
5.10. An entry in the diary of O.B.West on October 5th shows that the WFSt. requested to pull out 

 Nebelersatz Rgt.1 of Div.Nr.180 without replacement, because Chef H.Rüst [chief of army 
armament] needs it to form new Werfer units. 
O.B.West raises concerns about the already weak artillery forces in the 28km sector of KG 
Walther and Div.Nr.180, and proposes to move a Werferbrigade into the area which is held 
back as OKW-reserve just in case of enemy attacks; it is not possible to move other 
 artillery assets to the DivNr.180.8 

 
12.10. After a change in command on October 12th the right neighbour of Div.Nr.180 is 

reorganised. At the time it seems that Div.Nr.180 handed over the sector Kl.Dorp – Merselo 
to the right neighbour (now KG Goltzsch). [KG Goltzsch largely consisted of remnants of 
the 344th division and the 107 Panzer Brigade] 
This shortening of the frontline was done because of the impression that in the since October 
10th the enemy main effort will move south into the sector of Div.Nr.180.  Enemy 
 reconnaissance activity in the sector of Div.Nr.180 was increasing until the October 14th. 

 
3) Defense against enemy attacks southwest of Venray October 15th-19th, 1944 

 
15.10. On October 15th the division disrupts strong enemy reconnaissance efforts northwest of 

Deurne with combined fire.  
 
                                                
6 Griendtsveen is obviously identical to the unknown but marked "anlage" on the map 
Belgium&N.E.France 4 5km west of Amerika. 
7 See FMS-P-188, part 1. 
8 Chef H.Rüstu.BdE [chief of army - armament and commander of replacement army] requested the 
return of Pi.Ers.Btl.30 of 180.Div. O.B.West refuses the request because of the current situation. 
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According to the KTB [kreigstagsbuch - war diary] O.B.West, the most forward line of 
weak Div.Nr.180 had to be taken back slightly, because of enemy forces advancing up to the 
western- and northern edge of Venray in the sector of the right neighbour. 

 
16.10. On October 16th, the enemy breaks into Venray against fierce resistance of KG Goltzsch. In 

the afternoon the enemy advances along the road Deurns – Venray and breaks through the 
 narrow between Meerselsche and Hejdsche Peel (6km northeast of Deurne).9 Elements of 
Div.Nr.180 counterattack and push the enemy back across the canal. 

 
17.10. In the morning of October 17th, the superior enemy forces advance across the narrow 

towards Venray. Infantry and tanks advancing along the road push forward into the area of 
Heijde; elements of Div.Nr.180 destroy 5 enemy tanks. During the day 30 enemy tanks 
advance southeast from the narrow northeast of Deurne, obviously to outflank the german 
defenses southwest of Venray in the south. 
Elements of Panzer Brigade 107, which was thrown into the battle in the area of Div.Nr.180 
by LXXXVI.A.K, intercept the enemy advance in the area 7km southwest of Venray. 
Div.Nr.180 asserts itself on this day with its defense line of strongpoints, which were 
running from Heijde via the road junction 4km southwest to the area 2km northwest of 
Griendtsveen. 

 It seems that the divisional command post was moved from Veulen to Swolgen (10km 
 southeast Venlay) on the 17th. 

The left neighbour, Fsj.Ausb.Div.Erdmann, repulses on the 17th an enemy attack supported 
by 20 tanks northwest of Melenaeven, with combined artillery and mortar fire. 
 October 17th confirms the assumption that the enemy moved his main effort into the sector 
of Div.Nr.180. According to the KTB O.B.West, a British infantry-, a British-armored and 
elements of a US-armoured division are involved in the attacks on the northern part of the 
bridgehead Venlo. 

 
18.u. The 18th and 19th brought heavy fighting and casualties for the division. On the evening 
19.10 of the 18th elements of the division were still holding on both sides of Heijde, defending 
 south and in Veulen. Enemy attacks with tanks south of Veulen towards the road to the town 
 of Amerika were rejected. From the narrow northeast of Deurne enemy forces pushed east of 
 the Hijdsche Peel south and reached the railway line at Griendtsveen on a front of about 
 1,5km. On this day 10 enemy tanks and 2 aircraft have been shot down in the sector of 
 Div.Nr.180. 
 Delaying the enemy, sporadically fighting and in loose connection with each other, the units 
 of Div.Nr.180 withdraw to the line east of Leunen – east of Veulen until the evening of the 
 19th. South of Veulen the division followed the road to the village Amerika and reaches the 
 railway line Venlo – Helmond 1km west of it. An enemy attack out of the line Leunen - 
 Venlo on the border between KG Goltzsch and Div.Nr.180. was repulsed by an immediate 
 counterattack and destruction of 5 enemy tanks. 
 
 
                                                
9 The situation reports of KTB O.B.West speak about "building bridgehead across the canal 
northeast of Deurne". According to the map 1:100 000 Belgium&N.E.France Nr.4, the canal ends 
north of the road Deurne – Venray. 
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4) Defensive positions south of Venray from October 20th, 1944 (see Skizze 2) 
 
From October 20th the intensity and number of enemy attacks decreased. Nevertheless the observed 
heavy traffic from Deurne to Venray, the frequent movements and gatherings of tanks (as on 
October 20th north of Veulen and at Griendstveen, October 21st south of Veulen – both targets were 
attacked by artillery), the increasing reconnaissance activity gives the impression of preparations for 
a decisive attack against the northern part of the bridgehead. 
On October 20th at 15:00 the division pushed back enemy infantry and tanks broken through 1,5km 
south of Veulen with a counterattack. 
It seems that on this day the order from the WFSt. [Armed Forces Command Staff] to release 
Nebelersatz-Rgt.1 arrived. According to the KTB O.B.West the division had 1 light battalion with 6 
light howitzers and 1 heavy battalion with 4 heavy howitzers available. As replacements, the 
division was told that it will receive the 4 Fest.Art.Rahmenabteilungen [cadre of the fortress 
artillery battalions] 1501, 1502, 1505 and 1506. 
In the afternoon of October 20th the Fsj.Ausb.Div.Erdmann takes command of the battlegroup on 
the right of Div.Nr.180. 
 
21.10. On October 21st the divisional command post is moved from Swolgen to Lottum (4km 

southeast of Swolgen). 
 
22.10. The division reports enemy directional artillery fire and heavy aerial reconnaissance 
 activities in the sector of the division. The artillery attacks enemy tank groupings south of 
 Venlo and enemy bridge construction over the canal at Griendetsveen. 
 
27.-31. In the morning of the 27th the attack of XXXXVII.Pz.K. [47th Pz. Corps] at the left 
10. neighbour via Meijel towards Liesel and Asten, with the purpose to disturb the enemy 

preparations started. In the beginning it had good success and also took the pressure from 
Div.Nr.180. But as the Corps stopped the attack as ordered, already on the 31st enemy 
attacks with tanks against Div.Nr.180 started again; they were repulsed southeast of Veulen. 
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III. Overview over the tasks of the division in November and December 1944 

(see Skizze 2) 
 

In November the division stayed in action in the Venlo bridgehead. The enemy reconnaissance 
activity, nearly daily local attacks, artillery fire, fighter bomber attacks in various strengths, air 
attacks on the bridge at Venlo and the ferries over the Maas, the heavy enemy traffic in the first half 
of the month indicate the coming attack on the German bridgehead. The main effort of the enemy 
lay in the sector of Div.Nr.180 and its southern neighbour. 
On November 5th the division is hit by artillery fire from heaviest caliber for the first time. On 
November 6th the division destroys an enemy reconnaissance squad at Veulen and takes prisoners. 
On the 7th and 9th of November, enemy groups of up to 50 tanks southwest of Veulen were observed 
and attacked by artillery.  
On November 8th the division rejects a company sized attack supported by 4 tanks north of Veulen; 
another one east of Veulen on November 11th. Between 12th and 14th the division reports continuos 
heavy vehicle traffic (also tanks) west of Veulen. 
On November 14th the enemy starts the attack on kampfgruppe of the 344th division [KG Goltzsch]. 
in the southern sector of the bridgehead (see report P-188, part 2). 
 
17./18. After the enemy forced the Canal des Deurns northwest of Helenaveen and east of Mejel 
11. and advanced east via Helenaeven and Berings, he increases artillery activity on the sector of 

Div.Nr.180. 
 
21.11. On November 21st the enemy starts also to attack the division at Veulen and north of the 

town Amerika. Due to lowered manpower and current situation, Div.Nr.180 is ordered to 
pull back on November 22nd behind the small river east of Horst and into the area southeast 
of Sevenum. The movements through the forest area southwest of Veulen were finished 
without further problems. An enemy attack with tanks and infantry over Sevenum east was 
stopped by artillery fire. 
The defense line of the southern neighbour - the kampfgruppe of the 344th division [KG 
Goltzsch] was strengthening on this day on both sides of Rooth and on the western 
perimeters of the forest belt 6km west of Venlo. 
 

23.11. On November 23rd the enemy closed on the new defense line of the division. He broke into 
the line east of Horst and south of Sevenum, there up to the railway line. They were sealed 
off with the destruction of some tanks. In this situation, after the Roermond bridgehead was 
lost on the 22nd, the LXXXVI.A.K withdraws all forces west of the Maas into small 
bridgeheads around the river crossings, the Div.Nr.180 obviously to Grubbenvorst and 
Blerick.  Rear guards held contact with the enemy. They rejected some company sized 
attacks supported by tanks on the 24th. On the same day the divisional artillery disrupted a 
enemy  attack force at the road junction 5km east of Sevenum which advanced east; in the 
afternoon enemy tanks reached the Maas 1,4km south of Grubbenvorst. Enemy probing 
attacks also occurred against the Blerick bridgehead. Div.Nr.180 moves the divisional 
command post on the east bank of the river into the area 3km northeast of Venlo. 
The defense sector of the Div.Nr.180 east of the Maas was Venlo (incl.) to Beesel (incl.); 
 right border to Fsj.Ausb.Div.Erdmann (7.Fsj.Div.): Herongen-Genoo-Point 25 at the railway 
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4km northwest of Blerick (towns to 7.Fsj.Div.), left border to Div.z.b.V.606:10 Lüttelbracht 
–  Beesel canal northwest of Beesel (towns and canal to Div.Nr.180). 

 The Blerick bridgehead was held against numerous enemy attacks until December 4th. 
 

Starting with about December 12th, after being replaced by 7th Parachute Division which 
was reorganised from a training division into a field division in the last weeks, the division 
takes command of the Maas defenses west of Goch under Gen.Kdo.Feldt. [Corps Feldt – a 
scratch Corps HQ brought forward for the crisis in September] 

 
 Final notes: 
 Due to the dangerous siutation, the division was rushed from the home garrisons into 
 battle. The deficiencies in organisation, personnel, armament, especially in the artillery and 
 anti tank elements, the mobility and the lack of training were a major concern regarding the 
 combat value of the division. 
 The division had to fight in open terrain, on a broad front without any relation to the 
 manpower and often in mobile situations. The enemy was numerically superior, highly 
 mobile and armoured. 
 Nevertheless the units of the division learned during the battle, got used to the situation and 
 justified the faith that was put in her. 

Because of this the Div.Nr.180 was reorganised into an Infantry Type 44 division in 
November-Decemeber 1944 according to order of the WFSt, which had been already 
requested by Ob.West on October 7th. 

  
 
                                                
10 [Div.z.b.V.606 = special employment divisional HQ 606 - a scratch HQ brought to the front for 
emergency uses] 
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Attachment A 
 
Report P-172 
 
 

Notes on the Officer Positions in the Div.Nr.180 
 
Division Headquarters 
 
Commander:  Genleutnant Lemke, died in captivity 
   Successor: Genmajor Bernhard Klosterkemper 
     now at: Bremen-St.Magnus,Leuchtenburgerstr. 89 
 
Genst.Offz.Ia.: Major (General Staff) Kurt Brzoska, Ia of the 86th A.K.11 (temporary 

assignment), now at: Kurt Burckhardt, Düsseldorf, Prinz Georgstr.46 
 
Adjutant:  Major of the Reserves Strathmann, died of wounds (?) 
 
 
Infantry Training and Replacement Regiment 22 
 
Commander:  Colonel Ramoth, fate unknown 
 
Infantry Training and Replacement Regiment 269 
 
Commander:  Colonel von Borstell, died of wounds (?) 
 
100th Cavalry Replacement Battalion 
 
Commander:  Lieutenant Colonel Rochus Hoffer, now in East Germany 
 
Artillery Regiment 
 
Commander:  Colonel of the Reserves von Ehrenkrook, fate unknown 
Commander:  one of the artillery battalions: Major of the Reserves Selck 
     now at: Neumünster (Schl.Holstein) 
 
                                                
11 Replaced as scheduled by Ia Major (General Staff) Weller. Present location unknown. 
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Attachment B 
 
Report P-172 
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3) Oral information of the Genmjr. (retired) Bernhard Klosterkemper 
 
4) War Diary of O.B.West, September to November, 1944. 




