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B The Yehrmacht Seodouarters Comsand, that hed, however, oaly
limited control over the Alr Corpe cnd pome whatever over the Waffen 38,
The Officer Candidate Schecl la Wetsz, strength approximately
16C0 Officer candidates with a proportlcnste pumber of traiaing personnel,
the latter being moatly selected men. ZSxperienced officers whose wounds
from combat had henled or waere in procees of healing. The curreat
course was nscheduled to terminste on 1 Tsptember. Those condldstes who
had pasced the exsminetion om 1 September were promoted to officer's
renk on thie date. 1400 of these candidmtes becsme lisutenants, and
400 rendered services ans (master-sergesnt) offlcer candidates,
A hospitel or dispenesry for horses, the occupants of which werse
mainly unsuiteble for work,
Sgversl medicsl institutions, munition depots of various kinds, snd
a large sunition plant which had suffered scutely from enemy air attacks.
Pertaining tc the air corps: Cadets Staff of the sirport (under
\...f' command of gemeral ¥. MBIER), ths staff of an sir corps division, snd
of the Frascaty Alrport, which conteined large supplies of alrcrafi-
parts of all kinde ar well me clothing supplies, etc., for the sir corps
trocps engnged on the wvest fromt.
b, ¥affen S5:: A signsl school, strength of wiieh smcunted
~ %0 2000 heads, wvhose comsmander discharged the duties of Post Commsader-
in-Chief at the srmo tims.

¢. The organizstions snd guthoritiss of the Purty eud giate
under the eye of Osuleiter Buerkl (Headiuarters in NBeustadt on the

Hanrdt strems). They did pot participate in defense sctivities in any vay.
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Colemel of the Engineers v, Platz, that MNets should be dimmentled, as
military defense with these fortification works was impossidble. This

notification proved to be prrtly unreliable, as reconnaissance units of
the Officer Condidnte School examined snd found that in the southern
sdjoining battery sttached to the "Krenpring Fort number 4, "10 nntlnnul
guns under stoel domes could st!ll be made resdy for fire. Also the
Eniserin Fort contoined from 2 to 3, 15 cm gune, the barrele of which
could be recovered from the gun oarrisges. The guns concerned were
brought into ussble condition after three dsys of hard labor, Alsc hers
the gune proved to be in good combat order after the above measures
bed been taken. Fuses mnd gron deg ns well ns shells had been stored
outaide of Mets, which mleo caused a delsy in our prepsratione. The
guns mentloned, could only go into action after combat engagemonts
with the enemy hed bogun on 6 Sentember. Sighting devices were wanting
on thepe guns, comsenueatly they could be fired only directly at the
enemy. The guns were manced by officer candidates of the school 1in Mets.
The defense of Metz could not be bamed consequently, on the strength
of the permanent works. DThe Officer Condidate School built scme field
works in confommity with the resulrements of a war of movement. A network
of deeply echelened dug-outs wrs constructed by these men , us the main
form of protection. Zarbed vire entangelemsuts could not be conatructed

owlng to lmek of necessary materisls mnd time. The avnllable vorks were

used solely as shelter for reserves and fleld equipment. Exvlosives to
demolish rosds and bridges were acguired from any ovsilable source nnd
put in plece, and the spote from which they would eventually be detonated
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coneinted of two tattalions, each of three companies. The total meber
of wen mmounted to, from 600 %o 600 =inus heavy weapona, Each company
possessed two light machine guns. The personnel of these units was
wade up mainly of over-age mem and convalescent veterans, who, under
norssl circumstences would have been unfit for sction. This regiment
wae assigned to pesitions located to the South of St. Frivat snd north
of the Yeve slopes, thelr fremt facing to the north,

5. Om or about 29 Auguet, the acting XII Ceneral Command Arwy

Corps sent preinforgemsnts:
a. Ihe XII Arsy Corps NCO Schogl (Commender) Colonel WAGNER),

These elemente amounted to L1500 men, whe had sttended different courses
(Platocn=Leader nnd Grour=Leadsr ccurses, courses dedicated to the
teaching of kmovledge concerning heavy wespons, et¢.). The nbove
mentioned men had beec enroiled at this school st that time. 3Due to the
fact that it had been alerted for cosbat and shut down at such short
notice, it was impossible to transform its oersomnel into an efficlent
fighting unit on the spot =nd consequently the orgenization of these
troops had to swnit thelr arrival in Metz, thelr position-to-be.
Combat value of the NOU regiments was soon good and thelr
efficiency enhanced: that of the Security Reglment wms decidedly noor.
b. One Beolscement Battery, 10,5 c» (4 guns), vhich wns
under command of the Candidate Regiment, and who vent into position

naar ¥t. Privat.

The sction pertalning to a. and b, ended spproximstely on

31 Mugust. The measures required for the reorgenization and
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Fort Manstein, and the Non-Comnissioned Officers Regiment to ¥ort inetrow,
The command of the Moselle Vallay near Noveant and Corny was transforred
to the Commsnder of the Repleacement Battalions in Noveant,

From the polnt of view of “essnge communication, the comnection with
the subordinnte staffs was completely insdequate. (nly very seldom did
o long-distance Bescage arrive at its destination, Skilled nersonnel
and the escentisl materisls were locking. The élose location to each
other of the Cendidate rogiments and the Divislon commend poat, proved
advantageous to the combat lesdership. In contrast, reports coming
from the Mosslle Valley were delayed hours before arriving,

The Qootz von Berlichingen Divisien retrested slovly from the ensmy
moving out of Verdun, who wre not exerting any coneidersble pressure,
eventually to be drawn behind the security front of the Candidnte
Regiment during the night of 2[/3 Septeaber. The firset eneny mctivity
was detected on I Septemder. An enesy recomnsissance group, consisting
of from six to eight patrol cars folloved by five tnnke, rolled forward
in the direction of ¥ets, nlong the Mare La Tour rond. The patrel posts
of the Cfficer Candidate Regiment sllowed these vehicles to roll along
undisturved until they had crossed the bridges, then demolished the latter
behind them. Fire was opened in the meentime by the hesvy and light
infantry guns. ve succeeded in capturing the crews which included a
commender of a reconnalssance regiment. On about 4 Septesber the snemy
Etarted to attack according to a cleerly defimed plan, firet with an
srsored division, followed ismediately by e infsntry division, the
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Cfficer Cendidates strongholed emst of Matz. Soonm heavy battles were
golng on, especinlly st St. Privat, near snd north of Verneville, near
Gravelotte and scuth of there; in the vicinity of Oorse beavy combat
engagexents ensued.

St. Privat was lost to the enemy next day and the slope defennen,
locnted emst of the town were transferred to other positions. The front
west of Oravelotte wes moved back, owins to the fact that the enesy,
spparently informed about the terrain by the netives, consequently
succeeded in penetrating our wesk defenrse lines in the wooded district
around Reszcaville, The froat wems now located hard sast of Gravelotts,
alnost parallel to the rond leading to Ars. Fort ironprinz in the
Moselle Velley ood the southwesterno exit of Ars were occupied next. This
front wae held during the period of my command, by the Officer Candidate
Regiment in spite of heavy attacks by strong Aserican elesments. The
conduct of the Candidate Regiment was exemplary. They repeatedly threw
the enemy back, partly in counterattacke. The only major want wes our
great shortnge of munitions for the artillery. The enemy suffored

considersble losses. Approximstely 26 Americen tanks were knocked out,
moft of them with bazooksas, 150 priscners were taken. The regiment also

-

suifersd noticenbly.
On stout 1l September, the fighting on thls front began %o dizinish
in flerceness. Heavy battles had been raging here since 8§ September,

maialy fought by the Non Commissicned 0rficers Ragiment in the porthern

district. An enemy surprise attsck resulted im Ris penetration ioto the

o



Erieye district. During these smme engngements, the enemy oaptured
Diedenhofen. From there he attacked west of the Motz rond, and Diedene
hofen from the south, Heavy attacks followed with the support of
heavy armored unite. MNazleres was loot after an intense battle. The
new c¢p was held temporarily, desplte hesvy enesy attacks hard scuth

of Masieres, one km north of Semecourt and north of Feves. The NCO
Hegiment fought bravely, althouth the combat efficlency of the Security
Hegiment left a lot to be desired. %The light Machine Ounner Company
was sent to its support. It wvas taken from the right wing of the
Candidate Regiment for this purpose, Despite these measures, critical
situstions arose here frecuently. Eeserves of the NC0 Regiment ware
repeatedly brought to the rescus.

The enesy must hnve hed serious casunlties, as became obviocus
when, on the 16th, the atincks cemsed. Ten tanks were knocked out
during these engngements. Cosualties of the NCOC Regiment were
bearable,

The intensity of the defenre put up muost have been the reascn the
enemy attempted to bypsss Metr, aiming at n forced eroasing over the
Moselle, south of the city. After the NCO Negiment had switched ite
front defense line to the Kromprins fort and had bent it back toward
Ars, the epeny concentrsted his powers on Gorse sad simed toward Dornot,
launching s surorise attack oo 7 September, with strong asssult troops,
resulting in the crossing of the Moselle to the East. Mesnvhile,

enemy elemonts were pushing forward tc Noveant. The Eeplaceaent
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Batuslion vhich was defending here held ocut cae day and was then ferried
to the right Moselle bani,

The emeny, crossing mear Lormet, rem into nothing but single sentriss
on the right beak, These did mot, of course, succeed in throwing hig
asroult troope beck, The enemy wee reinforced during the night with
arproximetely one battalion, whick pushed forward in the dirsction of
the Heees-le fort, enslly overcame the weak security left behind by the
replecement battalion, which had slresdy been withdrawvn and tock the
fort. It had not been sllotted any security, owing to renrcly of re-
serves,

Thin dent ia our renke caussd by the snemny's latest moves was a
gerious mensce to the vhole fromt. The weakened oceccupation of the
fort in hezleres could not poesibly stand up to him at this place, he
outnumbered ue greantly. Consetuently, on 2 September, two 55 Battalions
of the (Goets von Berlichingen Divisiocn were brought to the scene with
thelr artillery. These troops hed been farther to the remr formerly.
Desnite of heavy artillery counter sotion on the west bank, the latter
troops succeeded in recovering the Haesele Fort., The enexy was
forced to withdrsw Trom the emstern bank on ¥ September. The entire
front on this bank was now withdrawn froam the control of the 462d
Diviglon Cozmnnd and was placed under command of the Goets voOn
Berlichingen S8 Divislon,

In nddition to the serious shortage of perscanel, also the supply

lines for artillery amunition were gravely hampersd by blockage of A
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lines. ¥or example, on 7 September, early in the morning, e colum of
Americen bridge building plonesrs wss sighted in the northwvert. The
vehicles could be counted distinetly but we could not open fire on them
for lack of artillery sunition, Thie occurred on the rosd to Doroot.

The Krompringz ¥ortress battery sdjolming, however, toock » hand for
the first time in the fighting agninet Dormot. Zhe result wee frultful.
The snemy's fallure te croes =t this polnt may be credited to this,

The enemy contimued to attack the froat held by the 4624 Divielom,
with varying strength, until 18 %eptember, without achieving sny
notable successen. At thin time the incressing sctivities of the enemy
alr force, which bombed the fortification works almost incessantly, vere
felt very keenly, seeing that the defense wes hordly ino a position %o
hit back in any way owing to the fact that the antialrcraft defeanse
unite had been withdrnwn further to the resr ms cover for cur supply
ocolusmne,

In mddition to this, the enesmy slowly traneferred his ceater of
gravity to the south, slming at Pcnt a Mouson snd later south at Noveant,
where he crossed the Hoselle mnd was ecabled to exprnd his strongpoints on
the essfern bnnk of the river,

Ky traosfer to the ranks of the Fuehrer Reserves of the O.E.E
occurred on i¥ Sentember. My successor, kamjor General Luebbe, received

from me a stable defense front on the western bunk of the lLosells.

(elgned;) FRAUSE






