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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND RESERVE - \
7t ARMORED DIVISION }
™ APO #257, U, S. Army v

SUBJECT: Combat History of Combat Command ®i®  7th Armored Division.
T0 :+ Commanding General, 7th Armored Division, APO 257, U.S, Army.

~ Combet fommand "R® left Tidworth Barracks, England at 1¢¢5, 7 August
for marshalling ares (Camp D-14) near Weymouth, England, Column composed of
17th Tank Bttalion and Headquarters C,C, "R", Arrived at 17C0. Distance
traveled:s 74 miles,

August 6th was spent in marshalling area preyaring for trip across
chaimel, Drew rations te build up reserve, MNarshalled vehicles inteo craft loads.

Pulled anchor @700, 9 August and pulled out into harbor on LST 176
vehicles and men of C C "R"™ and Hq and Hy. Co., 17th Tank En, and Med Det. 17th
Tank Bn, aboard.

S .

1C August was spent om the English Channel in comvey with other
IST's and LCT's, Smooth sailing, Drojpped anchor at high tide on beach near
Village De Nord, France.

Both vehicles and men unloaded from their craft at ajpiroximately
0800, 11 August. Other craft unloading simutepecusly., Moved umd-r MP comtrol
approximately 20 miles to assembly area near Vesly, France, Arriv‘d 1700,
Units reforming from loading craft, Tactical grouping of C Y "R" congisted of
17th Tank Bn, 489th Armd F,A, Bn, 53rd Armd Engs (-), supported by Company "C",
77th Med Bn, Armd and Company "C®, 129th Ord Maint Bn. The 48th Armd Inf Bn,
was also in C C "R",
12 August was spent inm in resting and preparing for orders, Division
«.ordered Combat commanders tc move units to new assembly area in vicinity of
8t, Suzanne, East of Laval, France, C C "E" Plus 48th Armd Inf Bn, left area
&t 2350, 17t,h Tank Bn at 0500 snd 489th Armd F,A. Bn. at 0700. Engimeors
reverted to unit control as did Medical and Ordenance (Sup;ortiamg only).

Reached LOUGVIGY , FRANCE and erdered to assemble in viciamity of
LANDEAN for refueling and subsequent movement to ST SUZANNE in vicinity of
LAVAL, C C "R" conmander left for Divisiom C,P.+im vicinity of ST SUZANNE
after ordering 468th ArmdIif Ba to  receed umder unit comtrol, 8-4 ordered
to meet C—4 at Corps Headquarters. S5-3 to remain at pruolt locltic-l and
brin.g foreward 58th Armd Inf Bn still net cemple .

Ce O Toported te Divisi
move to new area im vicinity of LE
tank Bn. S—SMS-tmdnotjoinadatt.hiat
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available treeps was givem by Divisiom Commander. € C "R's"™ missien was te
attack alemg read LE FERTE BENARD, LA LOUPE, CHATEAUNEUF, BEEUX, H¢hour at
1515. At 2477 columm had advanced alemg Troute just Seuthrest ef LALOUPE.
Hold up by 87th Rem whe reported enemy AT guns, smipers, snd enemy tanks im
LA LOUIE. C.0. of 17th tank was ordered te atiack and te suppert 87th Rem
fqda end drive out any ememy resistance. Tanks emplo;ed 1 platoom medium and
2 plateons ef light tanks. Omwe enemy tank fired upem. Complete derkmess
halted attack. Ne imfantry as yet with C C "Rm,

Passed threugh LA LOUPE 16 Jugust at appreximately 3J68. New erders
vassed C C "A" aleng eur route amd placed C C "R" in suppert of them.
fent inte biveuac mear EFERNON, FRANCE,

@rdered by C C "A" to meve te ZPERNON and clear route GC 122 Fast fer
the mevement of C C "A%., MNumerous snipers sncountered in the city, 8
priscomers taken. Undetermimed mumber killed, City cleared at 2100, C C man
moved through ERERNON at 2100 te assembli area 8 miles seuth ef RAVBOUILLET.
C C "R"'s mission cempleted at appreximately 2100, 16 iugust 1944. OQutpests
were established aroumd EPERNON. PRiveuaced one and ome half miles scuth ef
EFERNON,

Five thousand five humdred aerial bombs weighimg five hyumdred peunds
were lecatad im a factery and weedlands surreumding eur biveusc =ite. Attacked
by five ME 109's while im biveouac with no damage dene.

C C "A™ ordered C C "RE" to meve on the city ef RAMBOUILLET, seize and
held the tewn and destrey the ensmy im our fremt, Recomnaissance revealed
Infantry treeps and Tanks inm spd arcund the area., C C "R" headquarters and
17th Tank Battalion meved at 1230. Field gums, mime fields, AT guns and tanks
vere encouxtered, As:zault guns made direct hits em gum emplacecents and
a garrisem where German seldiers were quartered, RAMBOUILLET was met entered
by any ferce of troops as we vere ordered to abadem our missiem, we were new
under Divisiom Comtrel. Our first vehicle =and casuality was lest im this
encounter. Results of eur eperations umkmewn., Aerial fight everhead and
imnddiately after we siot dowa 1 jlame (MBIO2), Meved on Divisiem erder te
assembly area at 182100 August 44 te assembly area near CHATEAUMEAF,

C C "R erdered by divisiem to meve te assembly area viecimdty of DRUEX
and out,est all impertant reads im C C "R" gecter. Celumm attacked by single
FW 148, Plane destoyed and piclet captured by mearby treeps. C C "E" new
cemposed of 17th Tank Bn, 38th Armdé Inf Ba, (-), €/33rd Engs., 440th Arms F. A,
Em, 814 T,D (~). and supperted by Ce. "C", 77th Med Bn. Armd. Outposts es-
tablished and comatact made with G5th Infantry Divisiem made.

R0 lugust 44, still im assembly arsa near DRUEX. 1 cempanmy ef Infantry,
1 Company eof Medium tanks and 1 Battery Field Artillery erdered to C C WEW of
the 5th Armd Div, for a mission., Returmed same day, Outpests still sstsblished
and still in cemtact with 5th Infantry Divisieam.

Disengaged im present pesitien sud ordered te agvance st coverim flank ef
XX Cerps, destreying the ememy te ity freat and seitinmg a bridgehead over the
Seine Ritver at Melum, 21 August was speat im marching om these erders with a
little sniper fire emcountered, Appveximately 25 :risemers tsken smd undetaraine
number killed,
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22 jugust 44 was spent em march alemg reute BRLLARDON, DCURDAN, SOCOY INte MELUN,
Eseny saipers, field gums, read blecks, read minves and seme small arss fire was
enceuntered, Part of a bieycle cempany wers evertakem and destreyed. Divisiem
Cemmanser had erdered that C C "E"™ be im MELUN AT 221400 August 44, Leadimg
element of C:C "R"™ reperted at 22 1410 they had reachsd the city and were awaiting
instructiens. Eneay estimated at 200 were enceuntered im tewa. Snipers aad

AT fire were causing the mest tresuble, Demeliticas were beimg carried eut by

the saeny ia great ferce. The maia bridge im MELUN was still reported intaet

at 1800, Witherew te sutskirts eof MELUN fer the night,

Artillery was ealled for for thm first time 23 August 44, Knowm gum

pesitiens and ethar ememy installatiems were targets. Artillery was used te
good offect, Maim attack laumched at 1440 with 20 mimutes ef Artillery

preparatiom. Teanks with Infantry fellewing clese up were eapleyed. Nine fidlds
were sncountered with the result that the attack was slewed dewa. Some AT
fire was dravm with the less of ems tank, German "deoedle—jugs were foumd fer the
first time., A companmy of I8th Imfantry Emn. crossed the river te the Islaind in
the Seime River by beats and by swimanimg., The bridge had beea blewm at 0800.
Heavy enemy small arms fire acceunted fer cur heaviest casualities te date.
7o drew seme artillery fire om our left, Withirew te assambly area eutside of
MELUN feor the might.

Fe wont back inte tewm 240700 August 44, MELUN had beam cleaned eut by
Infantry the day and night befere. Ne ememy oppesition im the city met,
A company, 38th Armd Inf Ba, reperted everythimg em the islamd under the cemtrel .
Our C.P. drew mertar fire frem tihe enemy for a ppreximately 2 hours., Their pesitiem
wis leeated, artillery eampleyed and kuecked out their gums. Our artillery cem-
tinued firimg eam givea targets. BEiveuiced iz tewn fer the might,

City of MELUN turmed ever te Civil Affairs jputherities at 1100, 25 August 44,
Meved eut of MENUN at 1100 and cressed the SEINE River im the vicinity ef TILLY,
Franes, C C "R® now in Cerps Resarve.,

260950 Jugust 44: Received tle fellewing message: 1, Ctoss Seime River
et FOUNTAINERU witheut delay releivimg the 11 Inf at the FOUNTAINBLEAU bridgehsed.
2. Outpest liwe LE CHALELLET —XLANCE en BRIE—MONTEREAU, jeimimg with elements
eof 10th Imfantry Divisiem vieinity MONTEREQU, pretectismg that bridge, 3. DNegerve
Cemmander, Bx. Officer, or seaier efficer of Command remaim at Corps Headquarter s
uatil relieved. Moved te vicianity ef FOUNTAINBIEAU, where we pretected the
bridge. FRelieved at 2830 by 90th Infantry Divisiem.

Upom receiving metice that we were relieved by 90th Divisiem, C C "R® made

a mareh by way of river read, MELUN, Highway N 446, te the vicinity eof PROVINS,
C C "R" compesed of tihe 17th Tamk Ba, 440tk Armd F. A. Bm., 58tk Armd Inf Bm. (=),
C/3%rd Armd Bags and C/814 T.D., vas zivea the missiom ef advancing im multiple
celumas (Task Ferces) follewimg C C "A" over preseribed routes, rrepared te
reinferce amy celumm te its fremt, and seize bridgehesd ever AISNE-MARNE canal,
and VESLE river withia its zeme of advance. !arch started at sppreximately
271450 August 44. Ne contaet with the ememy.

Elenents of C C "R" still iz task ferce greups marec mul 2
columns seizing and helding impertant bridges. Houw:lg# olo?'%r ..
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impertance being enceuatered. Tazk Forces marching im directiom ef REIMS.
Prisencrs being takem by givimg themselves up., CHATEAU-THIERRY passed threugh
and one task foree given the missiom of holding the bridgze there umtil reliwved,

Btk e ™
FRANK C, LAUER, JR,
Majer, Imfantry
S-5e

O

SECRET



7 August 44

8 August 44

9 August 44

10 August 44

1l August 44

12 August 44

13 August 44

14 August 44

CO. _ AFTER ACTION REZORT - AU 3T, 1944

HISTORY OF RESERVE CONMAND

Left Tidwo.th Ba.racks, England at 1005 for marshall-
ing acvea (Camp D-14) near Weymouth, Englond. Column
composed of 17th Tank Battlaion and Headquasters GG"R".
Acrived at 1700. Distance tinveled: 74 miles.

Day spent in preparing for tiip acio0ss channel. Diew
vations ("C" "D" and "K") to build up .eserve.
Marshzlled vehicles into coafit loads.

Loaded vehicles end men on LST 176 at Weymouthat 1140.
Vehicles and men of CC"R", Hq mnd Hgq Co, 17th Tank Bn.
and Med Det, 17th Tank Bn. (In ps.t). Moved into ha.bo.
at 1805.

Pulled anchoir at 0700 with other LST's and ILCT's in
convoyd Smooth sailing. UL.iopped anchos at high tide on
beach neas Village De No.d F.ance.

Vehicles and men unloaded approximately 0800. Othes
craft unloading simulianecusly. loved under P contcol
appuroximately 20 miles to assembly area near Vesly.
Arrived 1700. Units reforming from loading craft.
Tactical group®ng of CC"R": 17th Tank Bn, 489th Aimd
FA Bn, 48th A.ymd Inf Bn, 3%.d A.ma Engs (-),suspocted
by Company "C", 77th Med Bn A.md and Co, "C", 129th

Ord Maint BEn. '

Men reasted =2nd niepered for orders. +~ivision ourdered

Combat Commanders to move units to new assembly acea in

vicintiy of St. Suzanne, East of Laval. CC"R" nlus
48th AlI.B. left area at 2345, 489th at 0700, and

and 17th Tank Bn ot 0%300. Engineccrs reverted to unit

and division control as did Medical and Ordinance
(Supmorting only)

Reached..towpn of LOUGVIGY =nd ordered to assemble in vicins
ity of LAWDEAN for refueling ond shbsequent muvement to

ST SUZANI'E in the vicinty of LAVAL. CCYR" Commandexr

left for Bivision CP in the vicinify of ST SUZAITE

after ocvdering 48th A I Bn to p.oceeda thecre under unit
cont.ol. ©S-4 o.dered to »ioceed indenendently to meet

G=4 at XX Coups CPe S-3 to semain at piesent location

and bring foiwa.d 38th A I En still not o mpletekx in
VESLY avea.

CO reported to “ivision CP to learn of fuvther orders 1o
new avea in viciniiy of LE FERTE BERINARD! CO proceeded
with 17th Tank Bn. No word from S-%, CC'"R" »nd 38th
A I Bn. Orders to attack using svailable tioops was
giveén by Division. CC"R"'s missien was to attack - -



* along .oad LE FERTE BERNARD, LA LOUPE, CHATEAU:iEUF, DREUX.
H-hous 1515. At 2400 column had advanced zlong route just
southwest of LA LOUPE. Held up by 87th Ren Squad who repovted
enemy AT guns, snipers, and enemy tanks in LA LOUPE. CO of

17th Tenk Bn was ocdered to attack and to suonort 87th Cav Ren
Sqdn (1 Co. and Hqs Sqdn.), and drive out any cnemy .esistnnce.
Tonks empdoyed 1 platoon medium and 2 platoons of light tanks.
One enemy tank fired upon. Complete darkness halted attack. Still
no infant.y with CC"R™".

15 August 44 Passed thiough LA LOUPE in march column =t 1100.
New orders passed CC"A" along our route ond placed
CC"R™" in support of CC"A". Bivouaced nea: EPERNON.

16 August 44 Q@idered by CCYAY to move to EPERNON and dlear route
GC 122 east for the movement of CCU"A". Numerous
snipeis found in EPERNON. Eight p.isoners captuced
and undetermined number killed. Iission completed
at 2100. CC"A" moved through EBERHOH to assembly
area 8 milessouth of RAMBOUILLET! Outposts were
left in 211 roads leading into EPERNON, Bivouaced
one and one half miles south of EPERINON,

17 August 44 5,000 unfused 500 1lbg aerial bumbs located in factoiy
1/4 mile f.om bivouac site we.e diecove.ed. Other
bombs found in adjafent woods. Attacked by five ME
109's while in bivouae with no dama.e done.

18 Eugust 44 CC"A" ocdered CC"R" to move at 1100 and patrol the
route to RAMBOUILLET. Enemy believed to be an out-
skitts of town. Mission to seize and hold town.

Gun positions of figld& guns AT guns weeé located

as well as iroad blocks, mine fielua and a gairison of
enemy soldiers estimated at 400. Di.ect hits we.e
scoied on a gun position. 814 TD Bn destioyed one
Fiench Souma Tank. Mission on way to completion/
when o.dered by CC"A" to abandon fight and retu.n

to assembly a.ca. Lavrge aerial fight overhead.
Column shot down one plane immeaiately afte. the
fight (ME 109). Moved on division o.der to ascembly
area 4 miles cast Chateauneuf at 2300.

19 August 44 CC"R" received orders from Division to move into
ascembly avea vicinity of BREUX and to outpnost =11 im
importent roads in CC"R" sectors GColumn attacked by
8ingle FW 140 and plane dest.oyed. Pilot captuced.
CC"R" now composcd of 17th Tamk Bn, 38th AIBn.(-),
440 th FA Bn, 33ca Armd Engs (-) ahd 8l4th TD Bn (-)e

20 August 44 Still in a2ssembly asvea vicinity of DREUX. 1 Co. Inf-
ant.y, 1 Co. Tanks, and 1 Batte.y Artille.y sent ot
CC"B" of 5th A.D. Returmed same night. Ogtposts
still established and reconnaissance being made.
Contact with the 5th Infant.y Division 2lso made.

JAMES W. NEVBERRY
Lt. Col., Inf.

Commanding
/s/ FRANK C. LAUER, JR., Majo., Inf., S-3



o i >
‘.- —

HEATNUBRTERS E",'-"--R
TTH AR ORFD C2lVISIO
ARPD 25T, U.S5. ARY

CLASSIFICATON REMOVED o

SUBJECT: AFTER AGTION REPURTS.

TO ¢ GO ADI G GENERAL, 7TH AR ORED DIVISIOi
APO 25( U.S. ARiY.,

CC-R CONSISTING OF 17TH Truk Bi, 440TH aRin Foa. 8N, 35TH AR D
INF 8N (=), 814 TD BN (=), C/33RD AR:D EWGS, riD C/TTTH -ED BN SUPPURT-
ING, VERE IN ASSEBLY mREA APPROX 1 ATELY 7 w1 ILES NE OF VERDUN, FhAnE
ON 1 SEPTENBER 1344, AN ACUTE SHORT:GE OF GuSc 16E EXISTED. “1ST aiD
SECOND ESHELON A INTENANCE ‘WERE BE IiG PERFOKME ™ Uw VEHICLES. HOT BATHS
HERE AVAILABLE TO THE 4EN OF THE C . AnD.

Al FORCE OF CC=R WAS STILL I BIVOUAC BREEA OW 2 SEPTE:BER

A TASK FORCE CONSISTING OF 1/34 1/17, 11733, 1/1/314, UNDER THE
CO. .AND OF LT COL KEELER (Ii:F), ON ORDEn F H1VISIDH @wOVED ON EAST

< OF MEUSE RIVER FRO: VICINITY OF VERDUN To gLn”‘_ THSK FuRCE
PHC!!’JEEDED 32.4 MILES “HERE ERE Y Rusl BLOCKS, AT GUNS OF SHKMOH
CALIBER, FURCED THEM TO HALT ~ND ORGailZE, DUL Td LACK *F FUEL |T
WsS |MPUSSIBLE TO DEPLOY THE FORCE PROPERLY sl COL KEELER HELD THEi
I A STRUNG ASSEwbBLY POSITION ABOUT 2.5 wilLES SOUTH OF STENARY, FRaisE
A FEW ENEIMY SWIPERS #ERE ENCOUNTERED lid THIS VICINITY. ESTACATED
STRENGTH : 25 TO S0. THERE W~S5S 10 COM UNICATION YITH THIS FOETE FRD
CC=R HEADJUARTERS. AT APPROXI#ATELY 1530 DIVISHut ORDERED THE FUOKCE
TO REJOIN THE REMAINUDER OF “C-R. ALL AVAILABLiE GAS YITHIY 2¢-=R 1A S
SENT TO THE TASK FURCE A8D THEIR RETURN WaS EFFECTLD ITHOJUT |2 IDENT
2Y 040215 SEPTEVBER 44,

T, . g(!‘“&aq

COLOME. GALONY, GEJRGE H, INF REPURTF: Tu CC-R AS GOt #iDER
AT 041445 SEPTLUBER 1244, VIZE LT S0L WE BERRY, dn deS W, LA EYES
ETT G FOR STE\FF, BN Clum ki IDERS ANHD SUMARRY Cu AaDERS WasS HELD AT
1730 WHERE POLICIES, JRDERS AND SOrP 9:S TAKEN UP LY HE4 v PR

CC=R W3 NOTIFIED AT 050245 SEPTEMBER THeT ENE*Y INFaA (TRY i:5
REPORTE: ADVANCI-G SUUTH F wi Ja F:"I'?'_, FRANCE , Ceile ORDERED |18EFEATRY
PATROLS OUT JITH THE sI3S10N T EST-.BLISH CONTACT -1 TH THe EuE Y.
PATRuLS ERE JUT UITIL 1130 AHEN THEY TFETURSED AITHGUT SudThCT NG
THE EAEWY. C/33RD EGS DETACHED FRO CC-R AT 0517405(PTE ik 44 4D

ATTACHED TO 87T CAV. RCs, SODil. GAS LINE S+4ORTAGE KREL IEVET BY RBRE-
CE IUI"G 12,500 GALLO#S, MO CHANGE 1l LOG Fl i AT 0524i0) SEPTF. .BEH 44,
ATH AR:D INF BM, & ail B COLPAHIES 1TTH Tk su, o 5 2wy,

314 TN Bh'rtn. RELEIVED FROM ATTACHED T CC-R axl ATTACHED TO =TTH
CAV RGN SODH AT 00040, 1UVE ENT OF 35TH noi /314TH 1S AC P SHED
BY 08023 SEOTEIR. R 44, - YQM

P, o0 bic. 2005, o 2 \ Ct:\ d o/
\_ NG by ?ﬁ v/ ﬁ/ﬂASSMCAT ONR SMOVED X "‘55’ b 3



06 SEPTEMBER 44 DIVISION WAS GIVEN MISSION OF ADVANCING E AND
NE #ITHIN CORPS ZONE AND SECURE CROGLSINGS OVER THE MOSELLE AND SAAR
RIVERS., CC-R TO ADVANCE ALONG ROUTE PRESCRIBED BY DIVISION FOLLOYING
CC-8. DEPARTED FROM ASSEMBLY AREA AT [535. ORDER OF MARCH: RCN cO/
814, 17TH (=), CC=R HAQS, 440TH, TNS. AN ADVANCE OF 22 MILES JaS
MADE WITHOUT ANY CONTACT !ITH THE ENEMY. COLUMN HALTED AT 181D JHEN
THEY CLOSED UP ON CC-B. IHTO BIVOUAC AREA NEAR SUZEMONT, FRaNCE,

071005 SEPTEMBER 44, CC-R %aS ORDERED TO MOVE OUT OF ASSEwBLY
AREA AND SUPPORT CC-B IN THEIR ATTACK. ALL UNITS OF CC-R REVERTED
BACK TO OUR CONTROL #ITH EXCEPTION OF C/33RD ENGS. -

C.0., CC-R GIVE ORDERS FOR 440 TO GO INTO POSITION # OF REZONV ILLE,
FRANCE. 38TH SUPPORTED BY MEDIUM TANK GO OF I7TH TO MOVE OVER A DE-
SIGNATED ROUTE TO JOIN 23RD ARMD INF BN AT ANC . PLANS FOR THIS
ATTACK WERE COMPLETED AT 1330. MOVEMENT BEGAN AT 1400.

INFANTRY MOVED FORWARD TO AN ASSEMBLY AREa BY VEHICLE, WERE DIS-
MOUNTED AND PRESSED FOR¥ARD ON FOOT TO GAIN ACCESS TO A ROUTE SHOWN
TO THE CC-R COMMANDER BY A MEMBER OF THE FFl. AT THIS TIME INFANTRY
ELEMENTS COME UNDER STRONG HARASSING FIRE FROM THE DUG-IN POSITIONS
OF - THE ENEMY. MEDIUM TANK COMPANY WAS CALLED FOR#ARD TO DEPLOY AND
SCREEN THE ADVANCE OF THE FOOT ELEMENTS. ARTILLERY :4S CALLED FOR
TO NETURALIZE ENEMY FIRE.

THE ENEMY FROM STRONGLY ENTRENCHED POSITIONS IN THICKLY #OODED
HILLSIDE COVERING ROUTE TO OBJECTIVE “AS ABLE TO COVER BY FIRE THE
ROUTE OF ADVANCE OF THIS COMMAND. ENEMY HAD APPROX IMATELY A BATTERY
OF ARTILLERY, MORTARS (UNDETERMINED), BAZOOKAS AND MACH INE GUNS AND
RIFLES, ALL OF WHICH COULD FIRE FROM JELL CONCEALED POSITIONS. DUE
TO TIME AVAILABLE TO THE ENEMY, HIS ARTILLERY SURVEYS OVER OUR ROUTE
OF ADVANCE WERE EXTREMELY ACCURATE. STRENGTH OF ENEMY UNDETCRMINED,

INFANTRY AND TANK ELEMENTS HAD PROGHESSED ALONG THIS ROUTE FOR
APPROX IMATELY ONE HOUR WHEN AT O71705, LN O JOINED C.0.,CC=R AND
INFORMED HIM THAT DIVISION ORDERED H I HALT IN PLACE, HOLD UNTIL
2000, OR UNTIL PASSED THROUGH BY ELEMENTS OF STH INFANTRY DIVISION.
CC-R THEN REVERTING TO CORPS CONTROL, AT OT72000, CC-R #ITHDREW ALL
ELEMENTS AND RETURNED TO ASSEMBLY AREA OCCUPPIED ON PREVIJUS NIGHT.

CC-R IN CORPS RESERVE SPENT THE ENTIRE DAY OF 3 SEPTEMBER [N
ASSEMBLY AREA NEAR SUZEMONT FRANCE. I7TTH TANK BN, YIAS ATTACHED TO
90TH INFANTRY DIVISION.

CC=R STILL IN CORPS RESERVE 9 SEPTEMUER 44 JITH OHLY A RO&D
PATROL OF INFANTRY COVERING THE ROAD NET OF DINCOURT-V!ONVILLE-MARS
LA TOUR . PATROL CONSISTED OF U INFANTRY PLATOON. PATROLS OPCRATED
ON 45MINUTE INTERVALS,

SEPTEMBER 10, CC-R RELEASED FROM XX CORPS TO TTH ARHD DIV BUT
COULD NOT CROSS THE MOSELLE RIVER WITHOUT PERMISSION OF XX CORPS.
CC-R MOVED TO AM ASS:MBLY AREA MNEAR ST MARIE. CC-R CLOSED IN BIVOUAC
APPROX IMATELY U920,

.

5¢



BOEISSION RS LSSISHED TO ATTLACK AT 110630 SEPTENBIR »LdNG THE
ROAD ﬁﬁNPﬁUPT- 9!EPPI\IIE RS, THEN SE TOVYARD BROMVAUX AND REDUCE THE
FORTS |7 THE «RF& PRONVAUX F”D SEMECOURT, IT '4S PLAMNHED TO ATTACK
Ik TWO (2\ PﬂLU“*Q JITH A THIRD TF ¥N RESERYE PREPARCD TO SUPPORT THE
ATTACK OF EITHER OF THE LEADING TF'S. THE ATTACK %aS BEGUM AT 110630
UNDER PROTECTIVE ARTILLERY FIRE BY TF JEMPLE, “ITH TF KELLER FOLLOING
ADVANCE OF FIVE (5) MILES WAS KADE BFEFORE CONTAST .S GAINED 1TH THE
ENEMY . A CONCRETE ROAD ELOCK AND SHALL ARRS FIRE ‘ERE EMCOUMTERED IN
THE VICINITY OF PIERREVILLEES, THE COLUMN THEN SUUNG SUUTH AND YAS

o]

ATTECKING BRONVAUX FROM THE EAST. ©COL #OLONY 4D LT COL KEELER, (&.0.
S3TH ARMD INF BN, WERE !QUMDED BY ARTILLERY FIRE AT 1205. LT 0L WLHPLE
LOSUMED COMIAND OF CC=R., «AJOR RANKIN OF 32TH ARED IMF Bi, HAJOR 1A LY
OF 17TTH TaNK BN,

AT 111515 LT COL HART OF 440TH F.,n. ASSUMED COMUAMD OF S0=R anD
THE ATTACK PLAN vrS CHAMNGED., CC=R ATTACK Okltf ISJL_D T 111510 SEPT=-
EMBER 44, T40 (2) TARSK FORCES CONSISTIMG EACH OF 1 IHF CO WPANY, 1 TANK
PLATOON AND 1 TD PLATOON AND 1 PLATOON EEGlHL RS TO ATTACY M1HTH OF DON-
COURT TO SECURE ARTILLLEY OBSERVATICM ON HIGH GROURD IN THAT AREA. CC=R
HOW UNDER CONTROL OF CC-A., TASK FORCES (ERE OH'OBJECTIvES AT 112200
SEPTEVBER 44, AT 2400 CC-R HELD GROUND Ga IKED DAY PREVICUS, JITH ENGRS
TANKS AdD TD'S, WHILE B AND C Pn.PﬁuIEJ, U.TH ARMD INF HT .OEHED IF
ICCONNELL IN ATTACKING FORTIFIED AREs ARJUND HILL 3

T s
w '-..J'\:’ .

TF RANKIN, COMPOSED OF ONE (1) RIFLE COMPANY, ONE (1) PLATOOUM OF
AEDILM TANKS, OHE (1) PLATOON OF TI'S HD OHE (15 PLATOOM F CNGRS
OPERATED ON THE SOUTH EDGE OF =00DS NORTH OF FARAWGE=-SILVANGE. TF
WEHPLE, COMPOSED OF B/33TH 4D 1 PLATOOM OF EHG INEERS, FIHDING IT IM-
POSSIBLE TO OPERATES WITH VEHICLES THROWGH AREs, T ISHOUNTED AdD QCCUPIED
THE SOUTHERN SLOPES OF THE HIGH GROUND MORTHU!EST OF BROMVAUX., TF F:PLE
AND TF HMCCONMELL (CC-i) “ERE ABLE TO i’AKE TONTACT IN SPITE OF THE DEEP®
VALLEY THEY "ERE FORCED TO MEGOTIATE. THIS ~CTION OCCURRED 12 SEPTEMRER
1244, LT COL ADAMS, ANDREY J., ASSUMIED COMIZAND OF CC=R,

SEPTEMBER 13, 17TH TANK BN ¥IAS HOLD NG GPTUHW PREVICUSLY GAINED
QOTHER TASK FORCES WORKING UNDER CC=A, PATREOLS “YERE ACTIVE TRYING TD
DETERMINE EMNEMY STRLMGTH. RECEIVING SOME EXNEMY nPTILLLPY

CC-R ATTACKING LIMITED OBJECTIVES ~S OUTL INED BY DIVUISION, MEET
ING ENEMY RESISTANCE IN SMALL ARMS FIRE AND ARTILLERY FIRE. ELEMENTS
OF CC-R TO BE RELIEVED BY 20TH INF DIVISION.

CC-R HEADQUARTERS AUGMENTED BY LT. COL STREETER AS EX 0, LT
TREANORE AS COMPANY COMMANDANT, AND 19 ENLISTED MEN.

CC-R CLOSED INTO NEW ASSEWBLY AREA VICIMITY MARS LA TOUR UPON
RELIEF BY UNITS OF 90TH INFANTRY DIVISION, TRAINS AND OTHER ELEMENTS
THAT @WERE NOT NEZDED MOVED AT141400 SEPTEMBER 44. CC-R HQS CLOSED
INTO BIVOUAC AREA AT 150330 SEPTEMBER U944,

LT. COL ADAMS RELEIVED AS C.0., CC-R AND COL. PLTE Y HEFFEMER,JR
ASSUMED COMMAND.,

UPON ARRIVAL AT NE® ASSEMBLY AREA, CC-R PREPARED TO MOVE EAST
TO CROSS MOSELLE RIVER AND PASS THROUGH THE STH INFANTRY DIVISION,
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5 A AT 151430 SEPTEMBER 1944, CC-R CONSISTING OF 17TH TANK BN,
440 ARMD F.A. BN, 33TH ARMD INF BN (=), C/33RD ARMD ENAS, P/814TH
TD BN. AND A/RTTH CAV RCN S9DN, MOVED FROM ASSEMBLY AREA NEAR MARS
LA TOUR, FRANCE ON DIVISION ORDER TO CROSS THE MOSELLE RIVER, BEING
PREPARED TO ATTACK WEST OF MOSELLE RIVER 2N CORPS ORDER.

CC=R ADVANCED INITIALLY IN COLUMN BEHIND 695 ARMD F.iA. BN, CROSSED
THE MOSELLE RIVER AT ARNAVILLE, FRANCE ON 151830 SEPTEMBER 44,

ARTER CROSSING RIVER COLUMN WAS DEPLOYED (ITH A STRONG R IGHT FLANK
GUARD. MARCH #AS CONT INUED WITHOU MUCH OPPOSITION UNTIL THE ADVANCE
GUARD HIT ROAD BLOCKS IN WOODED AREA A- PHOXIM&TFLY 2 MILES WEST OF
SILLEGNY, FRANCE. AT THIS OIﬂT SOME StiALL ARMS F IRE {AS RECE IVED.

CC-R PULLED OFF THE ROAD INTO AN ASSENBLY ARESL, OUTPOSTED THE AREA
AND SENT OUT A RECONNA ISSANCE PATROL TO FIND NEW ROUTES FBR ADVANCE
OF ELEMENTS.

16 SEPTEMBER 44, CT=R ATTEMPTING TO ATTACK EAST FOUND A DETER: INED
AND STUBBORN ENERY IN YELL DUG IN POSITIONS “ITH SMALL kRMS F IRE,
GOOD ARTILLERY OBSERVATIONM, AND A THOROUGH KNQJLEDGE OF THE TCRRAIN ™
"ERE OPERATING IN, ARTILLERY FIRE 9WaS LAID ON CC-R THROUGHOUT THE DAY.
RES ISTANCE FROM OPEN F IELDS WERE CLEARED WI1TH 23 PRISONERS BE IVG TAKEW.
IN THE vJOODED AREAS THE ENEMY WAS DEFEMDING IN FORCGE. MORTAR F.IRE .S
RECE IVED SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE DAY. ROAD BLOCKS ERE ENCOUNTERED
AND BULLDOZERS WERE BROUGHT UP TO CLEAR THE JAY. 1 BULLDOZER “AS KHOCKQ
ED OUT. UNFAVORAGLE WEATHER PREVA ILED,

C.:-R NOW OPERATING IN TASK FORCES [ITH er 'EMPLE COM#ANDING A
FORCE COMPOSED OF 1/33TH, /ITTH/1/C/3JP1 \MD COL. ROSEBRO COMiiAND | MG
A FORCE COMPOSED OF /13TH /1 TTH, 1/c/ghln 1 FORCE IN R:SERVE.

TF WELPLE #AS G IVEN THE MISSION OF ATT. CKING SILLEGNY. THIS
TF WAS ABLE TO PENETRATE THE +00DS AMD GET INTO CLEAR GROUND 'HERE
HEAVY ARTILLERY CONCENTRATIONS WERE L2 1D ON THEM. TF “AS UNABLE TO
REACH THE TO¥N,

TF ROSEBRO “AS GIVEN THE MISSION OF CLEARING THE WOODS OF THr
VICINITY OR_SILLEGNY, THIS FORCE GOT TO THE EASTERN EDGE OF THE 700DS
"HERE 1T MED DETERMINED RESISTANCE |N HEAVY ARTILLERY, MORTAR, | .H.HI
GUN #iD SMAIL ARHS FIRE PINNED THEM DO%N., THIS FORCE DUG IN AND HEL
FOR THE MIGHT THE GROUND |T HAD GAINED,
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CC-R STILL RECEIVING HEAVY ARTILLIRY FIRE IN THE SECOR OF OPERAT-
IONS, JERE OPERATING IN THREE (3) T&SK FORCES. OMNE TF MAKING A FRONTAL
RTTRCK WAS HANDICAPPED BY ROAD BLOCKS OF TREES IN THEIR DIRECT ION-OF
ATTACK., ANOTHER TF OP FATED ON THE RIGHT FLANK AHD THE #0GDS IN WHICH
THEY 9ERE OPECRATING wE E CLEARED OF THE ENEMY. THE THIRD TF WORKED
TO OUR LEFT IN CONJUNCTICN “WITH CC=A #HO JERE ATTACKIHG THE TOWN OF
MARIEULLES, FRANCE. A ROAD BLOCK COVLRID BY AT FIKE WITHHEELD CONT INUFD
ATTACKS. THIS ACTICN TOCK PLACE 17 SEPTEMBIR 1944, -

171900 SEPTEMBER 44 DIVISION [SSUED INSTRUCTIQNS FOR GC=R TO CON-
TINUE PRESENT MISSION SOUTH OF PROPOSED ROUTE. ATTACK SILLEGHNY [ORTH-
EAST AND SECURE CROSSINGS OF THE SEILLE RIVELR SOUTH OF SILLEGNY AMD
CONT INUE EAST IN ZONE OF ADVANCE. ONE (1) COMPANY 206 ENG INEERS #HO/

IN SUPPORT,

THE ATT2CK ON SILLEGNY PROGRESSED TO THE CREST OF THE HIGH GROUND
EST OF SILLEGNY, WHEN THE FRROOPS APPROACHED THE TOWN, VERY HEAVY

hRTiLL[FY FIRE AND AT GUN FIRE CAUSED FIVE (5) TaNK CASUALTIES AND

THREE (3) TD CASUALTIES AND HEAVY INFANTRY LOS.ES, BUT FORCES DROVE
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TO _HITHIN FIFTY (50) YARDS OF THE To /N UNDER HEAVY AKTILLCRY FIRE AND
METURAL IZED THE AT FIRE. AT 181200 SEPTEWBFR FORGEABLE ATTEWPTS “ERE
BE ING MADE TO ENTER THE TOYN #Ga INST DETLKIMINID FHERY RLSISTANCE.
1/43 RELIEVED CC-A, ATTACH:D CC=F AT 18TT30 SEPT 44.

|/48TH ARED INF BN RELIEVED FROM ATTACHED TO CC-R AT 190700
SEPTEMBER #ND ATTACHED TO DIVISION TRAINS, 1/33TH REL IEVED FROM
FTTACHED TO DIVISION TRAINS AND ATTRCGHED TO CC-R AT 190770 SEPT-

EMBER 1944,

ATTACK OM SILLEGNY PROGRESSED AGAIMST ENEMY RLS|STAMCE. THE
TOSN HAS ENT:RED AT APPROXINATELY 191500 SEPTEMBIR 44, AFTER [CMTER=
ING THE TOWN, WE RECE IVED THE HEAVIEST aRTILLERY FIKE YET FXPER IENCED.
FORCES WERE PINNED DOYN IN THE TOWN UMABLE TC PROCEED OR -/ |THLRAY.
THIS SITUATICN CONTINUED INTO THE NIGHT.

AN ENEMY COUNTERATTACK "AS REPULSED REFORE MARK.

AT 121750 SEPTENBFR 1244 A DIRECT HIT AS M ADE ON A MEDIUM TANK
APPROXIMATELY 15 FEET FROM THE COMIAND C.P.. KILL ING ONF TAKK CRE
MEMBER AND INJURING TWO (2) OTHERS. MAJOR CZUER (5-3 OF CC-R) SUFFER-
ED SEVERE SHRAPNEL WOUNDS, AND WiAS EVACUATED. COL HEFFERER “nS ALSO
YOUNDED BUT HOT EVACUATED. T/S MENDOSA (RADIO OPERATOR ON DUTY) 1aS
INJURED BY PR;PNEL AND YAS EVACUATED,

DIVISION 1SSUED INSTRUCT IONS AT 191800 FOR CC=-R TQ CAPTURE SILLEGNY
AND SECURE ’hO“FNPq OF THE SEILLE RIVER, THEN REVERT TO DIVISION RES-
ERVE WHEN PASSED THROUGH DY CC=A, THIS #AS TO BE A COORDINATED ATTACK
“ITH CC-A IF SILLEGRY HAD NOT FALLEN BY 192100 SEPTLKBER 44,

20 SEPTEMBER 1944, CC-R, C.P, HAS NOT MOVED., ENEMY ARTILLERY
STILL BEING RECEIVED |IN THIS LOCALITY. COL. HEFFEMER EVACUATED TO
HOSPITAL AHD LT.'COLOHEL FULLER ASSUMED COMMAND,

THE RELIEF OF CC=R ¥AS BEING EFFECTED BY CC=A, #ITH THE INFaANTRY
MCVING TO AN ASSEMBLY sﬂHEM SOUTH OF ARRaY TO P[ORP NIZE DUE TO HFJ“Y
LOSSES SUSTAINED IN THE PRECEEDING DAYS AROUND SILLEGNY., 17TH TANK
BATTALION AND 440 F IELD ARTILLERY SUPPCQRTED ATT2CK OF CC=A,

CC-R STILL SUPPORTED THE ATTACK OF CC=i ON SEPTLIBER 21ST BUT WAS
BEING RELIEVED SLOWLY.

COLOMEL RYAN FEPOHTLD AND ASSURED COMIiAND, E
FULLER #HO ASSUMED COMitAND OF THE 33TH ARM Uhtﬂ IN

LT. COLONEL WILL IAMS REPORTED TO CGC-R AS S-=3

ELEIVING LT COLONEL
FA JTRY BATTAL ION,

DIVISICN ISSUED INSTRUCTICNS 221200 SEPTEMBER 44 FOR CC-R TO
REVERT TO DIVISION RESERVE AND ASSEMBLE IN VICINITY OF L”RHY 440
APMD F.A., RATTALION TO GIVE GEMERAL SUPPORT TO DIVISICN akTILLERY.,

CC-R HEADQWARTERS MOVED TO ASHEMBLY ARFA AS DIRECTED BY DIVISION
WAS REORGANIZ ING AND CARRY ING ON VEHICULAR AND PERSONAL ﬁﬁiHTENHNCE.

CC-R HAD CLOSED INTO NEY ASSEMBLY AREA 221940 SEPTEMBER 44.

IN ASSEMBLY AREA ALL DAY 23 SEPTEMBER 1244 CARRY ING OM REORGANIZAT ICN
AND VEHICULAR AND PERSONAL MA INTEWMANCE,

231900 SEPTEMBER 44 DIVISICN ISSUED ORDERS THAT WE WOULD MOVE TO
MEW ASSEMBLY AREA VICINITY OF PUXIUEX, FRANCE, UNITS “ERE ALFFTED C.0,
TO DIVISICN HEADAUARTERS AND ORDERS [ISSUED TO HIM TO START MOV ING PP--P
AT 240030 SEPTEMBER 1944. WOVE WAS MADE #ITHOUT INCIDEHT TO ASSEMBLY
AREA VICINITY OF PUXIUEX, FRANCE. CLOSING IN TO ASSEMBLY AREA AT 240630
SEPTEMBER 44,
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® A U.S.0. SHOW ARKIVED AT CC-R HEADQRUARTLRS TO PUT ON A SHOW FOR
YHE TROOPS BUT INCLINATE WEATHER PREVEMTED THIS. DESPITE THE RAIN
UNITS WERE BUSY CARRY ING ON MAIKNTEMANCE OF VEHICLES DURING THE DAY OF
24 AMD 25 SEPTEMBER 1944,

AT 251745 SEPTEMBER 44, CC-R NO" RECONSTITUTED &lD REORGAMIZED
STARTED MOVEMENT TO A NEY ASSEMBLY AREA N VICINITY OF HASSELT, BCELGIUM,
MARCH WiS WITHOUT INCITENT. CLOSED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA 23 1730 SEPT-
EMBER 19244, VICINITY OF EYSDEN, BELGIUM, NOW IN X 1X COBRS.

OUTPOSTS WERE ESTABL ISHED AND PARROLS “ERE IN OPERATION “HILE
BIVOUACED IN VICINITY OF EYSDEN, BELGIUM. CONTACT WAaS WMADE /ITH THE
UNITS ON EITHER BIDE OF US. THESE OUTPOSTS AND PATHOLS CRE KERPT  IN
EFFECT DURING OUR BIVOUAC MEAR EYSDEN ON 27 AND 23 AUGUST 1244,

29 SEPTEMBER 44, CC-R MOVED TO NEw ASSEMBLY AREA NEAR DEURNE,
HOLLAND, PREPARATORY TQ ASSIST THE DIVISION IN CLEARING THE ENEMY
RESISTANCE IN THE SECTOR. OUTPOSTS WERE ESTAEL ISHED,

20 SEPTEMBER 44 FOUND CC=R STILL IN ASSEMBLY AREA, ME INTA TNING
OUTPOSTS, BUT HAVING NO COMTACT WITH THE EMEMY, CC-R NOW-IN DIVISION

THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER FOUND CC-R IN COMBAT FOR A PERIOD OF 46 DAYS.
IT HAD GROWN FROM AN INFANT ORGANIZATION OF 3 OFF ICERS AND 34 ENL_ISTED
MEN AND 3 VEHICLES TO AN ORGANIZATION OF S OFF ICERS #ND 36 EML ISTED MEN
AND 6 VEHICLES,

COMMAND OF CC=R CHANGED ON EIGHT DIFFERENT OCCASSIONS DURING THE

THREE (3) CASUALTIES DURING THE PERIOD COVERED. MO DEATHS,
HeSs STREETER

LT. COL. CAV.
EX. O.
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HEADQUARTERS CC=R  \ “
7TH ARMORED DIV IS |ON
APO 257, U.S. ARMY

CMSSIHCATION REMOVED _ 31 OCTOBER 1944

SUBJECT : AFTER ACTION REPORTS.

TO

COMMAND ING GENERAL, 7TH ARMORED DIVISION, APO 257,
U.S. ARMY, ' '

10CTOBER 1944, CC-R CONSISTING OF 17TH TANK BN (- CO A WITH
TASK FORCE JONES 814 T.D.} AND 38TH ARMORED INFANTRY BN (-co. c
DIVISION C.P. GUARD), WAS IN DIVISION RESERVE ¥ |TH C.P..LOCATED
NEAR ST. ANTHONIS, HOLLAND. STAFF CONSISTED OF COLONEL JOHN L,
RYAN, JR, COMMANDING, LT. COL. H.S. STREETER,, EX. 0., LT. COL.
HoR. WILLIAMS, S-3, CAPT. NORWOOD G. READ, S-2, CAPT GLEMENT 0.
STEVENSON, S-4, LT. JAMES F. STIDHAM, COMVUN ICATIONS OFF IGER AND
LT. J. A. TREANORE, HQS COMMANDANT. MAJOR GLEN G. HAIRSTON, SUR=-
GEON. FIRST ECHELON MAINTENANCE WAS BE ING PERFORMED ON VEHICLES.,
S8TH INF. WAS UNDERGOING REORGANIZATION DUE TO HEAVY LOSSES SUSFA INED
PREVIOUSLY. NEW REPLACEMENTS WERE BE ING ACQUAINTED WITH THE IR DUTIES
AND LEADERS. AT 1000 BRITISH L1AISON OFF ICER PA D C.P. A VISIT
GIVING S-2 ENEMY INFORMATION,

CC-R HAD OUTPOSTS ESTABLISHED IN THE DIVISION SECTOR &S
PRESCRIBED BY DIVISION., _

38TH ARMORED INF. BN WERE ALERTED AT 011145 OCTOBER 44 TO
BE READY TO MOVE ON AN HOURS NOTICE TO SUPPORT CC=B IN |TS ATTACK,

LT. GZABLINSK|, 602 ENG BN VISITED CC-R HQ. COMPL IMENTE
CC-R ON ITS CAMOUFLAGE SAYING IT WAS BEST HE HAD ENCOUNTERED IN.
THE DIVISION. ONE SUGGESTION WAS MADE THAT WE SHOULD NOT MAKE
AS MANY ROADS IN THE AREA AS WEEWERE MAK ING.

AT 1515 CC-R MOVED ITS C.P. 3/4 MiILE.

_/ng‘baq

2 OCTOBER FOUND CC-R IN ASSEMBLY AREA. AT 021200 /87
ATTACHED TO CC-R, THEY WERE IMMEDIATELY GIVEN THE MISSI1ON OF
RECONNO ITER ING AND DETERMINING POSSIBLE ROUTES OF ADVANGE TO THE
FRONT LINE OF DIVISION WHERE RELIEF COULD BE EFFECTED IF SO DESe
IRED BY HIGHER HQS.

S8TH ARMORED INF BN (=1 CO) DETACHED CC-B AND ATTAGHED
CC-R 021630 OCTOBER 44, MOVED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA VIC ST, ANTHON IS,
HOLLAND. DETACHMENTS MA INTA INED ROAD BLOCKS.,

AT 022330 OCTOBER DIVISION ISSUED ORDERS FOR CC=R TO
MOVE_OVER PREVIOUSLY RECONNOITERED ROUTES FROM OUR PRESENT LOGAT ION
TO_ATTACK AROUND CC-B EAST OF PRESENT FRONT L INE OF CG-B AT 030800
OCTOBER 44, TO RELIEVE CC-B AND GHVEN THE MISSION OF GLEAR NG
HOSTILE RESISTANCE WITHIN COMBAT COMMAND ZONE.

A/82 ENGINEERS TO SUPPORT CC-R IN OUR POSIT|ONS.

440 ARMORED FIELD ARTILLFRY ATTACHED TO CC-R.

1044
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3 OCTOBER 44 CC-R CONSISTING OF 17 TANK BN(-), 38 ARMD, INF.
BN., 440 F.A., C/87 RCN, A/82 ENGRS |N SUPPORT, RELIEVED CC=B IN
ZONE BEGINNING AT 030800 OCTOBER 44. 434TH F.Ai. RE INFORCING F IRES
OF 440 F.A, BN,

CC-R SPLIT INTO 2 TASK FORCES, TASK FORCE FULLER AND WEMPLE,

TASK FORCE WEMPLE CONSISTED OF 17TH TANK BN(-CO. C), C/38TH
ARMD, INF. BN., 1/C/8T.

TASK FORCE FULLER CONSISTED OF 38TH ARMD. INF. BN. (-CO.C),
C/1TTH TANK BN.

TASK FORCE WEWPLE MET STUBBORN RES|STANCE. INFANTRY WAS
PINNED DOWN BY INTENSE FIRE OF ALL CAL IBERS. TANKS ADVANCED 500
YARDS IN EASTERN SECTOR OF ZONE, WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW BY BAZOOKAS
AND ARTY FIRE. ONE (1) TANK WAS LOST TO A MINE, 3 WERE KNOCKED OQUT
BY ANTI-TANK GUNS AND 1 BY A BAZOOKA. TASK FORGE FULLER PROGRESSED
SLOWLY AGAINST THE ENEMY, ENCOUNTERING HEAVY SMALL ARMS, MORTAR
AND ARTY FIRE. NEBELWERFER FIRE (SCREAW ING MINNIES) WERE RECE IVED
FOR THE FIRST TIME. ELEMENTS OF CO-B INF ILTRATED TO POSITIONS
APPROX IMATELY 600 YARDS IN FRONT OF L INE OF DEPARTURE.

ENG INEERS MAINTAINED ROADS, REPAIRED DAMAGED BR IDGES AND
REMOVED MINES IN TASK FORCE WEMPLES ZONE.

PREPARATION FOR A NIGHT ATTACK WAS WADE. INFANTRY WAS WELL
DUG IN, PREPARED TO REPULSE ANY COUNTER-ATTACKS THAT ﬁ%SULD COME ,

TASK FORCE WEMPLE LAUNCHED E%TTJ&GK AT% OCTOBER 44
TO THE SOUTH ADVANC ING APPROX IMATELY 100 YARDS BEFORE THE ATTACK
WAS REPULSED WITH HEAVY LOSSES TO INFANTRY AND 8 OUT OF 9 TANKS
WITH THIS FORCE.

TASK FORCE FULLER LAUNCHED NITE ATTACK AT 040300 OCTOBER 44
ADVANCED APPROX IMATELY 200 YARDS. 2 COUNTER-ATTACKS BY THE ENEMY
WERE REPULSED.,

DURING MORNING HOURS TROOPS RECE IVED HEAVY ARTILLERY FIRE.

AT 041100 A COORDINATED A TTACK WAS LAUNCHED WITH LITTLE
SUCCESS. RECEIVED HEAVY ENEMY F IRE OF ALL CALIBERS. AIR SUPPORT
BOMBED AND STRAFED ENEMY POSITIONS WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS.

ENG INEERS BUILT 28 FEET TREADWAY BRIDGE, REMOVED 1 MINE FIELD AND
MA INTA INED ROADS.,

TASK FORCE FULLER REPULSED A COUNTER-ATTACK AT 0508630
OCTOBER 1944 BY INFANTRY, PRECEEDED BY HEAVY ART ILLERY PREPARATION.
AT THE SAME DATE AN ATTACK WAS LAUNCHED SOUTH AGA INST MODERATE RES 15-
TANCE UNTIL A SMALL WOODS WAS REACHED WHERE HEAVY RES ISTANCE WAS MET.

F IRE FROM NEBELWERFER, ARTY, AND SMALL ARMS FROMN WELL DUG IN POSITIONS.

DURING AFTERNOON SUSTA INED STRONG COUNTER-ATTACK FRUM 1630 UNTIL
DARKNESS, RECEIVING EXTREMELY HEAVY NEBELWERFER AND ARTY FIRE. LOSS
OF C.0. A CO/38 AND NUMEROUS NCO'S AND ACCURATE ENEMY FIRE OF ALL
CAL IBERS FORCED W ITH-DRA#BL TO ORIG INAL POSITION, 4HICH WAS MA INTA IN=-
ED WITH STRONG ARTY. SUPPORT.

TASK FORCE WEMPLE MAINTA INED PRESENT POSITION WITH PATROLS
TO NORTH EAST AND SOUTH.

(2)
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ARTY FIRED HARRASSING FIRE DURING EARLY WORNING HOURS. HEAVY
CONCENTRAT IONS ASSISTED IN REPELL ING COUNTER-ATTACKS; A#® EXECUTED
COUNTER-BATTERY ON SUSPECTED NEBELWERFER LOCATIONS. :

87TTH CAV. RCN, EXECUTED RECONNAISSANCE IN OUR SECTOR'S.

6 OCTOBER 1944, CC-R SPLIT INTO TWO (2) TASK FORCES CONT INU-
ING ITS ATTACK ON OVERLOON.

TASK FORCE WEMPLE MA INTAINED POSITION, PATROLLED TO NURTH-
EAST AND SOUTH-EAST. PLACED HEAVY WMORTAR CONCENTRATICN AT 0630
ON GROUP OF HOUSES LOCATED IN OUR SECTOR AND SUSPEGTED AS HAV ING
ENEMY DUG IN AROUND THESE BUILDINGS.

TASK FORCE FULLER MAINTAINED HIS POSITICN, PATROLLED SOUTH
IN WOODS. '

82 ENG INEERS PLACED ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES IN FRUNT OF OUR
POSITIONS.

RCN EXECUTED VIC. BOXMEER, SAMBEEK, VORTUM AND IN VIC OF.
TASK FORCE FULLER.

ART ILLERY F IRED HARRASSING FIRES THRUOUT THE DAY.

TWO (2) AIR i1SSIONS WERE FLOWN. TARGETS DESIGNATED. KRESULTS
OF BOWB ING WERE VERY GOOD AND STRAF ING EXCELLENT.

070830 OCT 44 CC-R WAS ORDERED TO REWMAIN IN PRESENT POSITICN
UNTIL RELIEVED BY ELEMENTS OF THE 11TH ARMORED DIVISION (BR). UPON
REL IEF COMMAND WILL BE ASSEMBLED AND MOVED OVER ROUTE TO ASSEMBLY
AREA VICINITY ZOMEREN HOLLAND.

TROOPS MA INTA INED POSITICNS, EXECUTED SOME PATROLL ING TO
NORTH-EAST AND SOUTH-EAST.

TWO (2) AIR MISSIONS FLOWN WITH GUOD RESULTS OBTAINED IN
BOTH BOMB ING AND STRAF ING.

REL IEF OF CC-R BY ELEMENTS OF 11 A.D. (BR) WAS STARTED AT
071800 OCT 44.

8 OCTOBER, 44 CC-R CLOSED INTO BIVOUAC AREA VICINITY OF ZOMEREN,

HOLLAND, AT 0430. CC-R NOW CONSISTING OF 38TH, 17TH, 814TH TD
(-A&B CO'S), C/33. PLANS WERE MADE FOR OUR NEXT OPERATICN AGAINST
THE ENEMY, AND PLANS FOR COUNTER-ATTACK WERE SUBMITTED TO DIVISION.
CHURGH SERVICES WERE HELD FOR MEMBERS OF CC-R AT 16404

RECONNA | SSANCE OF ROADS IN DIVISION SECTOR WAS MADE 0900.
EX.0. AND S-3 CONTACT OTHER COMBAT COMMANDS FOR ENEWY INFORMAT ION
AND ROAD RECONNAISSANCE INFORMATION, AND WMADE PLANS FOR REL IEF OF
£ ITHER COMBAT COMMAND SHUULD WE BE DIRECTED. 814 T.D., WHICH HAD BEEN
iiA INTA INED ROAD BLOCKS IN SOUTHERN SECTOR OF DIVISION ZONE WAS RE-
LEASED TO CC-R. CLOSED INTO ASSEMBLY AREA 091530 OCT 44.

CC-R, STILL IN DIVISION RESERVE ON OCT 10, CONTINUED RECONNA1SS-
ANCE OF ROADS AND AREAS IN DIVISICON ZONE. REPAIRED ROADS AND MINOR
BRIDGES IN CC-R SECTOR. INSTITUTED TRAINING PRUGRAM IN ACCORDANCE.
S1TH TRAINING AND OPERATICNS INSTRUCTIONS AS DIRECTED BY DIVISION.

(3)
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11 OCTOBER 44, CC-R STILL IN BIVOUAC VICINITY OF ZONERE&N
HOLLAND, CONT INUED RECONNA ISSANCE OF RUADS AND AREAS IN DIVISION
ZONE. C/33 ENGINEERS REPAIRED ROADS AND GEWNERAL TRAINING WAS
CARRIED ON IN OTHER UNITS OF CC-R

121000 OCTOBER 44 CC-R TOOK OVER ROAD BLUCKS FROM CC-B.
ROAD BLOCKS WERE ESTABLISHED AND PATROLS MAINTAINED IN OUR SECTOR.
TASK FORCE MACE CONSISTING OF A/38, 1/D/17, 1/C/33, 1/RCN/814,
ADVANCED SOUTH FROM THE CANAL AT WIELPAD ON A FRONT OF APPROXIMATELY
2000 YARDS DOWN TO OSPEL, HOLLAND. THE BOIS LA DUE CANAL WAS CROSS-
ED WITHOUT ANY OPPOSITION FROM THE ENEMY. TASK FORC: RETURNED ACROSS
THE CANAL AT 121800 OCTOBER TC FORMER POSITION, BIVOUACED FOR THE
NITE AFTER STRONG OUFPOSTS WERE ESTABL ISHED. ‘

FAIR AND GOOD WEATHER PREVAILED 13 OCTOBER 44 WHEN TASK
FORCE MACE ‘MOVEDR AT O715 TO WOODS SOUTH OF LEENSEL AND COMPLETED
SEARCH OF WOODS AT 1300. TASK FORCE THEN MOVED BY VEHICLES TO VIC-
INITY OF EASTERN EDGE OF WOODS AT SCHEPERSBERG PEELKEN ROGGELSCHEDIJK,
AT 1820 TASK FORCE MACE RECE IVED ARTILLERY AIR BURSTS WHICH WERE RE-
PORTED TO BE EXTREMELY ACCURATE. PERSONNEL OF CC-R AND UNITS WAS
91%, TANKS 87%, OTHER COMBAT VEHICLES 98% WITH MORALE EXCELLENT.

OUTPOSTS AND PATROLS IN OUR SECTOR WERE MA INTAINED 14 OCT-
OBER. FOUR PLATOONS FROI 38TH, EACH BREAKING UP INTO THREE (3)
PATROLS WERE G IVEN THE MISSION OF MAKING A RECONNAISSANCE TO THE
AREA SOUTH, TO DETERMINE THE STRENGTH OF ENEMY, HIS INSTAUATIONS AND
ANY OTHER DATA THAT COULD BE OBTAINED.

PATROLS REPORTED SOME ENEMY DUG IN, ENEMY USING PEET HEAPS
BEING USED AS DUG OUTS, AND ENEMY USING HOUSES IN VICINITY AS 0.P.'S,
CIVILIANS GAVE REPORTS THAT THEY WERE BEING HARRASSED AT NIGHTS BY
GERMANS COMING ACROSS THE CANAL AND DEMANDING FOUD.

ONE PATROL FAILED TO RETURN.

OUTPOSTS AND PATROLS WERE CONTINUED IN OUR SECTOR 15 OCTOBER
44, TWO COMPANIES OF THE 38TH AND 2 COMPANIES OF THE 17 TK BN, OPER-
ATED IN THE VICINITY OF OSPEL HEIDE AND MEIJEL, FIRED INTO HOUSES
AND OTHER LOCATIONS TO CLEAR FIELDS OF FIRE AND DENY THEIR USE TO
ENEMY TROOPS. (THIS MISSION WAS UNDER COMMAND OF LT.COL.FULLER).

B CO, 38 PLAT) CONTINUED OPERATIONS DURING THE NIGHT -IN
ENDEAVOR TO TRAP HOSTILE PATROLS. INTERMITTENT LIGHT ARTILLERY AND
MORTAR FIRE WAS RECEIVED DURING THE DAY.

16 OCTOBER- CONTINUED OUTPOSTS AND ROAD PATROLS. CONDUCTED
AGGRESSIVE PATROL ACTION AGAINST HOSTILE TANKS AND PERSOCNNEL REPORTED
AS OBSERVED IN SECTOR. SOME OF THE PATROLS RECEIVED INTENSE SMALL
ARMS, AUTOMATIC AND AIR BURST F IRE.

CC-R COMPONENTS WERE 92% ON PERSONNEL, 94% TANKS WITH MORALE
EXCELLENT. SOME RAIN FELL 16 OCTOBER, VISIBILITY POOR AND WEATHER

CLOUDY . (4)
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CC-R OPERATING A TASK FORCE WITH LT. COL. WM. Ha G FULLER
IN COMMAND, WITH TROOPS CONSISTING OF 38TH A.1.B. (=), 1 PLATOON
COC, 17, AND 3RD PLATOON CO D/17TH, PIONEER PLATOON/814TH T.D.,
.C/33RD (-1PLAT) MOVED TO ESTABLISH A BRIDGEHEAD AT CiNAL CROSSING
ON DEURNE-AMERIKA ROAD. - ADVANCE WAS SLUW AS TASK FORGE RECEIVED
SMALL ARMS FIRE OF ALL CALIBERS AND AUTOMATIC WEAPUNS FROM WELL DUG-
IN POSITIONS AND PILL BOXES.

CC-R CONTINUED TO OUTPOST SECTOR, CONDUCTED RECONIA ISSANCE

IN FORCE WITH 2 RIFLE PLATOONS IN EASTEiN SEC:0R ENCOUNTERING SMALL
ARIiS, MURTAR AND HIGH AIR BURST FIRE,

ON 173800 OCT 44, DIVISION ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS FOR TASK FORE
FULLER TO OPERATE TO THE EAST GENERALLY ALONG DEURNE=-AHERIKA AXIS,
MAKING A CROSSING OVER THE CAMAL TO THE WNORTH OF PROPOSED BRIDGE=SITE.
IN THE FACE OF L IGHT ENEWMY RESISTANCE, WE WERE TO SECURE ACTUAL
BRIDGE-SITE UNTIL RELIEVED BY ELEMENTS OF CC-B. IN THE FACE OF HEAVY
ENEMY RESISTANCE OUR EFFORT WAS TO BECOME DIVERSIONARY TU MAINTAIN
CONTACT WITH ENEMY FORCES EAST OF CANAL,

17TTH OCTOBER AT 2200, C.0. CC-R ISSUED THE FOLLOUWING INSTRU-
CTIONS TO LT, COL. FULLER: HOLD PRESENT PUSITIONS TONIGHT. CC-B IS
HOLDING JUST SUUTH OF THEIR LINE OF DEPARTURE UNTIL EARLY TOMORROW
MORNING., CC-B WILL SEND A LIAISON OFFICER WITH RADIO TO YOUR CP
TOMORROW MORNING. IF AT ALL PUSSIBLE, COMNSIDERING VISIBILITY ONLY,
RECONNO ITER ROUTES TO CANAL BEFORE FIRST MORNING LIGHT. .AT FIRST
LIGHT PUSH ON TO OBJECTIVE. USE LOTS OF ARTILLERY, INCLUDING SMOKE
TO BLIND HOSTILE OBSERVATION. 4 TD'S WILL ARRIVE CHURCH OR0Z, IF
AIR IS AVAILABLE | WILL NOTIFY Y0U SO THAT TARGET CAN BE MARKED BY
COLORED SMOKE. GET UNITS REORGAMIZED AND REINFORCED SO THAT PUSH
AT FIRST LIGHT CAN BE MADE WIiTH VOGOR, |IF IMPOSSIBLE TO CROSS CANAL
KEEP UP LOTS OF FIRE AND MOVEMENT TO FACIL ITATE CC-B MOVEMENT TO
SOUTH. USE ALL SUPBRTING WEAPONS LIBERALLY,

TASK FORCE FULLER CONTINUED ATTACK TO EAST AT 0600 ADVANCING
SLOWLY AGAINST SMALL ARMS, MACHINE GUN, MORTAR AND ARTILLFRY F IRE.
AT 1430 WERE RECEIVING NO ENEMY FIRE BUT ENCUUNTERED A DENSE ANTI-
TANK AND ANT|-PERSONNEL MINE FIELD VIC 703185 CUVERED BY FIRE FRUM
EAST SIDE OF CANAL. ONE ARMORED CAR KNUCKED OUT BY MINE. AT 1730
UNITS WERE ON WEST BANK OF CANAL AWD IN CONTACT WITH CC-B AT 708188.
C/33 SUPPORTED BY BRITISH ENGINEERS WERE CLEARING MIME FIELD. ROAD
BLOCKS: CONTINUED OUTPUSTS AND ROAD PATROLS THRU OUT SECTOR. OWNE
PLAT C/38 CLEARED ALL HOUSES AT KATSBERG AND ALL HOUSES SOUTH OF
DONK TO WITNIN 100 YARDS OF CANAL. ARTILLERY: FIRED PREPORATICON,
CONCENTRATIONS ON CALL AND HARRASSING FIRES 0N EWNEWMY OBSERVED MOV ING
TO THE EAST WITH EXCELLENT RESULTS. 814 Ti(TANK DESTROYERS): FIRED
DIRECT FIRE MISSIONS DESTROY ING TWO ENEMY UBSERVATION POINTS. RE-
CEIVED DIRECT AP FIRE FRUW UNLOCATED ENEMY P_SITIONS. DESTRCYED
ENEMY MACHINE GUN AND BOAT. CP MOVED TUO A NEW LOCATIUN.

(5)
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TASK FORCE FULLER AT 0600 19 OCTOBER 44, RESUMED OPERATIONS
IN COORD INATED ATTACK WITH CC-B, ADVANCED TO WEST BANK OF VAN DEURNE
CANAL ASSISTINg ATTACK BY FIRE CLEARING AREA OF SNIPERS AND REMOV=
ING MINE FIELDS AS DIRECTED BY CG CC-B. AT 1220 RECE IVED INSTRUCT IONS
TO RELIEVE CC-B IN MAINTAINING BRIDGCHEAD. MOVEMENT INITIATED TO
EFFECT RELIEF. AT 1615 RECEIVED ORDERS CANCELL ING PREVIOUS INSTRUC=
TIONS. AT 1710 CG-CC-B INFORMED FORCE COWMMANDER CC=B WAS IN POSIT ION
AND TASK FORCE FULLER INITIATED WITHDRAWAL, MOVING TO BIVOUAC AREA.
ASTEN-ME IJEL PATROL DISCONTINUED. A/87 EXTENDED PATROL SECTOR TO
INCLUDE WEIJEL AT 1700. 20 TO 25 ROUNDS OF L IGHT ART ILLERY FELL ON
NEDERWEERT FROM 1030 TO 1100 WITH TWO DIRECT HITS S7MM ON OUR OP.; NO
CASUALTIES AND OP STILL USABLE. OTHER BLOGKS AND PATROLS, NO CHANGE.
ART ILLERY FIRED CONCENTRATIONS ON CALL AND SMOKE MARK ING MISSION FOR
AIR STRIKE. AIR MISSION AGAINST ENEMY OP TOWER AT 1645, KESULTS UN=-
OBSERVED DUE TO GROUND HAZE.

_ AT 191800 48TH A.|.B. ATTACHED TO CC-R, 38TH A.l.B. ‘REL IEVED
UPON REORGANIZATION OF NEW ATTACHED UNIT, CC-R WOULD BE PREPARED TO
REL IEVE CC-B FOR RESPONSIBILITY OF SECURITY OF THE BRIDGEHEAD.

AT 201900 DIVISION [ZSUED INSTRUCTIONS THAT 814 T.D.(-) AND
A/C AND F CO'S 87TH WERE REL |IEVED FROM CC-R. TO CONTINUE RESPONSIBIL-
ITY OF BRIDGEHEAD AND EXTEND L INE OF BRIDGEHEAD BY ACT IVE PATROLL ING,
(ESTABL ISHMENT OF GOOD 0.P.'S) TO FINALLY INCLOSING WIDTH OF WEW Z OF
RESPONSIBILITY. CC-R TO MAINTAIN BRIDGES IN ZONE.

21 OCTOBER 44, CC-R MOW CONSISTING OF 48TH, {.7TH, C/33RD, C/203,
AND 434TH AFA IN DIRECT SUPPORT. RELIEF OF ALL CC-R OUTPOSTS BY 87
CAVALRY RECONNA ISSANCE SQUADRON (MECHANIZED) IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPER=
ATION INSTRUCTION, HQ 7 ARMORED DIV ISION, 201000 OCT 44 COMPLETED
'2LL300 OCT 44. 48TH ENLARGED BRIDGEHEAD AND CONDUCTED V IGOROUS
PATROLL ING. 17TH MOVED TO NEW POSITION CLOSING AT 1400. ESTABL ISHED
OUTPOSTS. C/33 WMOVED TO POSITION DIRECTED. ONE PLATOON CONT INUED
CLEARING MINES. ONE PLATOON WAS ATTACHED TO 48TH. /203 ALSO MOVED
TO POSITION AS DIRECTED WITH ONE PLATOON IN POSITION AT CC CP. ONE
PLAT IN POSITION AT BRIDGE. ALL GUNS WERE IN FIRING POSITION AT 15454.
ART ILLERY SUPPORTED BR IDGEHEAD OPERAT IONS ON CALL.

MAJOR SWEAT, FRED C. 0-399-193 JOINED CC-R ON LOAN FROM G-3.
MAJOR SWEAT ACTED IN THE CAPACITY OF EX.OFF ICER AND S-3.

LT. COL'S STREETER AND WILL IAMS, EX. 0. AND S-3 RECSPECTIVELY,
REL IEVED FROM ASSIGNMENT TO CC-R AND TRANSFERRED TO 3RD ARMORED DIV ISION
AND Z9TH INF. DIV, RESPECT IVELY.

22 OCTOBER 44. 48TH EXTENDED THE BRIDGEHEAD ON DEURNE-AMER IKA
ROAD. C/33 ENGINEERS COMPLETED A BAILEY BRIDGE OVER CRATER THAT THE -
GERMANS HAD BLOWN ON OUR AXIS OF ADVANCE. CONTACT TO THE NORTH WAS _
MADE AND WMAINTAINED WITH THE BRITISH 11TH ARMORED DIV ISION. _

C/17TH T&NK MOVED INTO FIRING POSITION TO RE INFORCE ARTILLERY F IRE

~(6)
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ACTIVE PATROLL ING WAS MAINTAINED AND SOME CONTACT MeDE WITH
THE ENtMY.

23 OCTOBER 44, CC~R CONTINUED ITS ASSIGNED MISS4ON, SENDING
OUT DAYLIGHT PATROLS TO THE EAST AND_SOUTH OF BRIDGEHEAD. OUTPOSTS
WERE MOVED TO NEW POSITIONS. 48TH BEAT OFF ENEMY PATROLS OPERAT ING
IN OUR ZONE AFTER A 45 MIN, ARTILLERY BARRAGE; SOME ENEMY CASUALTIES
(UNESTIMATED)AND ONE PRISONER WAS TAKEN. - WEATHER WAS CLOUDY WITH POOR
VISIBILITY.,

CC-R CONT INUED HOLDING BRIDGEHEAD, AND ACTIVE PATROLLING IN
ITS SECTOR 24 OCTCBER 44. PATROL MAINTA INED CONTACT WITH BRITISH
T1TH ARMORED DIVISION ON NORTH. LITTLE ENEMY RESISTANCE WAS ENCOUNTERED.

AT 241100 OCTOBER 44, CC-R RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO REL IEVE
C/203 AND C/33. CONTINUE RESPONSIBILITY OF BRIDGEHEAD UNTIL REL IEVED
BY CC-B; WITHDRAWAL UPON RELIEF BY CC-A VICINITY ZOMERGN, HOLLAND.

25 OCTOUBER 44. CONTINUED ACTIVE PATROLLING IN ZONE UNTIL
REL IEVED BY CC-B. RELIEF OF CC-R BY CC-B COMMENCED 0900. ALL CC-R
TROOPS EXCEPT 2 PLATQONS B/48 REL IEVED BY 1500. 2 PLATOUNS B/43 REL IEVED
1930, RESPONSIBILITY OF ZONE ASSUWED BY CC-B AT 1645. 48 AIB (-2 PLA-
TOONS) CLOSED IN BILLETS AT ASTEN, HOLLAND, 1600. 2 PLATOONS B/43 CLOSED
AASTEN 2200. 47 TANK BATTAL ION ASSEMBLED ALL ELEMENTS IN BN AREA
BY 1330 BUT UNABLE TO MOVE TO NEW AREA BECAUSE BILLETS NOW UCCUPIED
BY OTHER TROOPS. C/203 REL IEVED ATTACHED CC-R 0300. C/33 (-1ST PLAT)
REL IEVED ATTACHED CC-R 0900. 1ST PLATOON REL IEVED ATTACHED CC-R 1530.
CP CC-R CLOSED VIC VREK®WVK 1330 AND OPENED ASTEN SAME HOUR.

26 OCTUBER CC-R IN RESzRVE. REHABILITATION OF MEN, WEAPONS
- ‘AND VEHICLES WAS BEING CARRIED ON. WEATHER WAS COLD AND CLOUDY.

CC-R ON 27 OCTOBER 44 RECEIVED ORDERS AT 0740 TO MOVE OUT TO
REPEL AN ENEMY ATTACK VIC MEIJEL, A AND C CO'S 48 KOVED OUT 0812 TO
ASSEMBLY AREA. TASK FORCE WEMPLE, C AND D CO'S 17TH ARRIVED ASSEMBLY
AREA AT 0925 AND IMMEDIATELY MOVED OUT WITH MISSION' TO DESTROY ENEMY
AND CONTINUE MOVING SOUTH. THIS FORCE REACHED LINE AND AT CLOSE OF
PERIOD WAS ATTEMPTING TO PUSH ITS LINE SOUTH TO BOUNDRY. 48 PASSED
THROUGH 87 RECONNA ISSANCE AT 1455. ALL ATTACKS MET STIFF RESISTANCE CON-
SISTING OF TANKS, ANTI-TANK FIRE, ARTILLERY AND INFANTRY. AT 1300 CCeR
TOOK OVER 87 SECTOR AND 87 ATTACHED TO CC-R. 1/814 WAS ATTACHED TO
CC-R AND FURTHER ATTACHED TO TASK FORCE WEMPLE AT 1200. 1/1/814 ATTACHED
AT 1730 .AND FURTHER ATTACHED 48TH INF. AT THIS TIME. 1/23 ATTACHED CC-R
UPON REL IEF QF CC-B IN ZONE AND FURTHER ATTACHED TASK FORCE WEMPLE
BUT HAD NOT ARRIVED AT CLOSE OF PERIOD. CC-A TASK FORCE JOINED A/37
AT 1550 AND AT CLQSE OF PERIOD WERE PRESSING FORWARD TO POSITION.
87TH CONTINUED OPERATIONS IN ASSIGNED ZONE. AT 0610 RECE IVED INTENSE
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ART ILLERY BARRAGE FOR 30 MINYTES ON ENTIRE FRONT, TROOP C FORCED TO
WITHDRAW FROM MIEJEL BY ENEMY INFANTRY ESTIMATED AT 250. TROOP B

MOVED FORWARD TO SUPPORT TROOP C. AT 1010 A COUNTER-ATTACK CENTERED

ON ASTEN-MEIJEL ROAD, CO F ATTACHED 1 PLATOON ENVELOPING NORTH FLANK
ENEMY POSITIONS. CO F (-) DOWN MAIN AXIS TO PROTECT BRIDGE AGA INST
AGGRESSIVE ENEMY PATROLS. TROOP D WAS FORCED TO WITHDRAW SL IGHTLY

IN THE VIC OF HEITRAK AND NEERKANT, AT 1300 SQUADRON WAS ATTACHED CC=-R.

28 OCTOBER 44 TROOPS OF CC-R CONSISTED OF 48TH A.I.BN (=), 2/17TH
(MED), 87TH (=), 1/C/33, 2/B/814, OPERATING AS ¥ TASK FORCE UNDER LT.
COL. CHAPPIUS, ATTACKED AT 0700, METTING STIFF ENEMY RESISTANCE.

ENEMY TANKS AND INFANTRY IN NUMBERS OFFERED STUBBORN BRESISTANCE,
MAKING ADVANCE VERY DIFF ICULT AS WELL AS FOR HINDERING OUR SCREENING
OPERAT IONS.

POSITIONS WERE CONSOL IDATED, INFANTRY WERE WELL DUG-IN AND PLANS
WERE MADE TO HOLD FOR THE NITE AND ATTACK THE FOLLOWING MORNING.

281740- CC-R REEEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM DIVISION DIRECTING US
TO CONSOL IDATE AND HOLD PRESENT POSITION, CLEAR ENEMY FROM ASSIGNED
ZONE AND SECURE LINE OF NORD CANAL IN ASSIGNCD ZONE, AND TO. ALSO
MAINTAIN CONTACT ON LEFT AND RIGHT @ITH CC-B AND CC-A, :

DURING THE NIGHT 22 OCTOBER A AND B/48TH WERE WITHDRAWN TO POSI-
TIONS TO BUILD UP LINE OF C/48TH. REPEATED ENEMY COUNTER-ATTACKS WITH
BOTH TANKS AND INFANTRY IN FORCE, FORCED THE INFANTRY BACK FROM OR |G-
INIAL POSITIONS.

TANKS IN FORCE ATTEMPTED TO OVER-RUN POSITIONS HELD BY INFANTRY.

2 PLATOONS OF B/48TH, REINFORCED 814 T.D.'S AND TANKS HELD THE POSITION.
* SUPPORTING ARTILLERY, 440TH AND ROYAL ARTILLERY, 25TH F IELD

REG IMENT, 8TH ARMY GROUP (BR), MET ALL CALLS FOR ARTILLERY SUPPORT.

THE 25TH F IELD REGIMENT FIRED OVER 10,000 ROUNDS ON THE 29 OCTOBER 44,

ART ILLERY WAS GREATLY RESPONSIBLE FOR REPELLING A GERMAN COUNTER-

ATTACK WHEN THEY TRIED A DOUBLE-ENVELOPEMENT SUPPORTED BY TANKS ANDeeriucey,

ABEHS==RY , OF THE POSITION HELD BY A CRITICALLY DECIMATED INFANTRY
BATTAL ION.,

REL IEF OF CC-R IN SECTOR #AS EFFECTED BY 45TH DIVISION (SCOTTISH).
REL IEF STARTED AT APPROXIMATELY 222030 OCTOBtR 44 AND #AS COMPLETED AT
300200 OCT 44.

CC-R UPON REL IEF BY 15 DIVISION (SCOTTISH) CLOSED INTO ASSEWBLY
AREA AT 300730 OCTOBER 44, VIC MARHEEZE, HOLLAND AS DIVISION RESERVE.

DUR ING LATER PORTION OF PERIOD RELIEVED OF ALL TROOPS EXCEPT
17TH TANK BATTALION, 87TH CAV. RCN. SQDN, AND A/203.

AT 30L840- RECLEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO MOVE TO SCREEN AND SECURE
NORTHWEST OF NORD AND NEDERWEERT CANALS WITHIN ZONE.

310550 OCTOBER 44- MOVED ADVANCED C.P. FROM VIC MARHEEZE, HOLLAND
TO NEDERWeERT, HOLLAND, WHERE CC-R OUTPOSTED AND OCCUP IED POSITIONS
NORTHWEST OF NORD AND NEDERWEERT CANALS. LITTLE ENEMY ACTIVITY OBSERVED.
SOME INTERMITTENT ARTILLERY FIRE RECE IVED. AT 311630 23RD A.|.B.
ATTACHED CC-R.

@) <
e e =



B/23 COMMITTED TO RE INFORCE POSITIONS NOW HELD BY 87TH CAV,
RCN. SQ@D. IN ASSIGNED ZONE,

AT MIDNIGHT, 31 OCTOBER 44, TROOPS OF CC-R CONSISTED OF 17TH
TANK BATTAL ION, 23RD ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION (=), 8TTH CAVALRY
RECONNA ISSANCE SQUADRON, MECHANIZED (-}, A CO., 203RD AAA,, WITH
440TH ARMORED F IELD ARTILLERY IN DIRECT SUPPORT.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFF ICER:

Y\ urissts

R{00D G. READ
CAPTAIN, INFANTRY

Y
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HEADQUARTERS CC-R
TTH ARMORED DIV IS ION
APO 257, U.S. ARMY
30 NOVEMBER 1944

SUBJECT : AFTER ACTION REPORT, MONTH OF NOgﬁMBER, 1944,

TO : THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASAINGTON 25, D.C.
(THROUGH CHANNELS)

1 NOVEMBER 1944: CC-R STAFF CONSISTED OF COL JOHN
L. RYAN JR., COMMANDING, LT. COL. SMITH, ERNEST M., EXECU-
TIVE OFF ICER, MAJOR FRED C. SWEAT, $S-3, MAJOR GLENN G.
HAIRSTON, SURGEON, CAPT. CLEMENT O. STEVENSON, S-4, CAPT.
NORWOOD G, READ, S-2, LT. JAMES F. STIDHAM, COMMUN ICATIONS
OFF ICER AND LT. JOHN A TREANORE, COMMANDANT.
_ TROOPS OF CC-R CONSISTED OF 47TH TANK BN., 87TH CAV.
RCN. SQ.(MECZ), 23RD A.|.BN. (=) @WITH 440TH A.F.A. AND
A/203 AAA IN SUPPORT.
C.P. OF CC-R LOCATED IN NEDERWEERT, HOLLAND.
CC-R HAD A MISSION OF HOLDING ALONG THE LE DUC AND
BOIS DE NORD CANALS. THE LINE WAS OCCUPIED AND PATROLS WERE
MA INTA INED BY 87TTH CAV. RCN. SQ. :
C/1TTH TANK BN. WAS MOVED TO VICINITY LEER, HOLLAND,
ON_ALERT FOR IMMEDIATE MOVEMENT TO ANY PART OF THE SECTOR.
~ INTERMITTENT ARTILLERY FIRE WAS RECE IVED THRUOUT
THE DAY IN NEDERWEERT AND ALONG THE LE DUC AND BOIS DE NORD
- CANAL. C.P. CC-R RECEIVED DIRECT HIT ON THE ROOF.
WEATHER WAS COOL WITH POOR VISIBILITY.

AT 2300, DIVISION ISSUED INSTRUCT IONS DETACHING A/203
AAA AND GAVE CC=R THE MISSION TO CONTINUE TO HOLD ZONE OF RES-
PONSIBILITY AND SUPPORT BY F IRE THE ATTACK OF CC-A TOWARD
CANAL DE NORD. '

gLt

2 NOVEMBER: AN OFF ICER WAS SENT TO CC-A TO ESTABL ISH
L 1A ISON BETWEEN CC-R AND CC-A AND TO COORDINATE F IRE SUPPORT
OF CC-R IN THE ATTACK.

0800, LT. COL. BOYLAN (C.0., 8TTH CAV. RCN. SQ.),
PHONED THAT EVERYTHING WAS QUIET THE PRECEEDING NIGHT.

AT THIS TIME C.0. CC-R INSTRUCTED LT. COL. BOYLAN
THAT REL IEF OF 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. BY 23RD A.l.BN. WOULD START
IMMEDIATELY; GUIDES TO-BE AVAILABLE TO 23RD A. l.BN.

AT 1106 23RD A.1.BN HAD TAKEN OVER THE ENTIRE SECTOR
FORMERLY HELD BY 8T7T# CAV. RCN. -SQ. WITHOUT INCIDENT.

P (f | ‘*@@
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LT. ROBERTS AND SQUAD, 87TTH CAV. RCN, SQ. DRAGGED
THE LE DUC CANAL FOR POSSIBLE ENEMY TELEPHONE L INES. NOTH=-
"ING FOUND.

INTERM ITTENT ENEMY A RTILLERY AND MORTAR F IRE WAS
RECE IVED THRUCUT THE MORNING WITH SL IGHT DAMAGE TO ONE
HALF-TRACK AT C.P. CC-R. ,

23RD A. |.BN. SUPPORTED ATTAGK OF CC-A BY FIRING .
ASSAULT GUNS, MORTARS AND HEAVY MACHINE GUNS ON ALL OBSERVED
AND PROBABLE ENEMY POSITICNS TO THEIR FRONT, BURNING SEVERAL
HOUSES AND HAYSTACKS.

VISUAL CONTACT &ITH CC-A ESTABL ISHED AT 1415.

440TH A.F.A . FIRED 324 ROUNDS PREARRANGED HARRASS-
ING FIRE DURING THE NIGHT AND FIRED MISSIONS ON CALL THRUOUT
THE DAY FOR A TOTAL OF 1400 ROUNDS DURING DAY OF 2 NOVEMBER 44.

COMBAT EFF ICIENCY OF CC-R ON 2 NOVEMBER WAS: TANKS
--56%, OTHER COMBAT VEHICLES--92%, PERSONNEL--93%, MORALE
--EXCELLENT.

: 3 NOVEMBER: CC-R WAS STILL HOLDING ALONG DE NURD
AND LE DUC CANALS, AND SUPPORTING CC-A IN THEIR ATTACK WITH
DIRECT FIRE.

L IAISON OFF ICER BETWEEN CC-A AND CC-R NOTIF IED C.O,
CC-R THAT 38TH A.|1.BN. HAD JUMPED OFF AT 0645 AND THAT RAPID
PROGRESS WAS BE ING MADE.

87TTH CAV. RCN. SQ. WAS REL IEVED FROM ATTACHED TO
CC~R AT 030730.

' AT 0805, LIAISON OFF ICER BETWEEN CC=R AND DIVISION
ARRIVEDR AT CC-R COMMAND POST #ITH INSTRUCT IONS THAT 23RD
A.1.BN, WAS TO BE RELEASED TO DIVISION CONTROL AND TO RE=-
CONNO ITER FOR ASSEMBLY POSITIONS,

AT 1900, C.0. CC-R ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS TO LT. COL.
RHEA (C.0. 23RD A.!.BN.)} TO WITHDRAW REWAINING ELEMENTS.
ATTACK OF CC-A HAD CLEARED ENEMY RESISTANCE ACROSS CANAL
BOIS LE DUC.

DIVISION DIRECTED CC-R AT 1225 TO ASSEMBLE 23RD A. .
BN. IN OUR VICINITY, AND THAT CC=A DID NOT CUNTEMPLATE
US ING THEM.

AT 1430, TASK FORCE WEMPLE, CUNSISTING OF C/47TH
TANK BN., AND B/33RD ENGINEERS COMPLETED THE REL IEF, OCCUPY=
ING ONLY THAT PART OF THE POSITION BT THE JUNCTION OF THE
CANALS.,

ASSAULT GUNS WERE IN POSITION ALONG OUR FRONT TO
GIVE FIRE SUPPORT IF NEEDED.

23RD A.!.BN, RECONNO ITERED NEW ASSEMBLY AREA EAST
OF LE DUC CANAL.

440TH A.F.A. FIRED 200 ROUNDS HARRASSING F IRE DUR-
ING THE NIGHT AND 1600 ROUNDSIN SUPPORT OF CC-A'S ATTACK.
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4 NOVEMBER: CC-R RECE IVED MESSAGE AT 4155 FROM C.G.
ATTA CHING 23RD A.l.BN., 87TTH CAV. RCN. S$Q., C/33RD ENG INEERS,
B/844TH T.D., D/17TH TANK BN., AND ALL ASSAULT GUNS 17TH TANK
BN. TO CC-R; 17TH TANK BN. (- COWMPANY "™D", AND ALL ASSAULT
GUNS) REL IEVED FROM ATTACHMENT.

CC-R WAS TO ASSUME MISSION OF 8TTH CAV. RCN. SQ.,
IN ZONE OF CC-A IN ADDITION TO ITS PRESENT MISSION.
CHANGES EFFECTIVE 1230, EXCEPT FOR UNITS ENGAGED.

CC-R TO ASSUME SECURITY OF CANAL DU NORD PROGRES-
SIVELY AS NORTH BANK OF CANAL WAS CLEARED OF ENEMY BY CC=A
WITHIN ZONE., CC-R WAS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR BLOWING BRIDGE
ACROSS DENORD CANAL AND BRIDGES ON CANAL LE DUC, IN EMERGENCY
ONLY.

AIR SUPPORT WAS AVAILABLE ON CALL, WEATHER PERMIT-
TING,

ENG INEERS REMOVED MINES IN QOUR SECTOR.

AT DARK 8TTH CAV. RCN. SQ. ESTABL ISHED L ISTEN ING
POSTS IN FRONT OF OUR LINE. LITTLE ENEMY ACTIVITY WAS RE-
PORTED.

5 NOVEMBER: CC-R CONTINUED SECURITY OF ZONE ASSIGN-
ED WITH OUTPOSTS ON THE DE NORD AND BOIS LE DUC CANALS.

FIRING POSITIONS FOR ASSAULT GUNS WERE IMPROVED AND
ALTERNATE POSITIONS PREPARED. ENGINEERS COWNT INUED CLEARANCE
OF MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS AND MA INTENANCE OF ROADS AND BRIDGES
IN CC-R AREA. -

COMBAT EFF ICIENCY OF CC-R WAS; TANKS--69%, OTHER
VEH ICLES=--97%, PERSONNEL--98%. MORALE WAS EXCELLENT. COOL
WEA THER PREVAILED WITH PUOR TO GOOD VISIBILITY.

AT 1610 G=3 INFORMED C,0. CC-R THAT 23RD A.!.BN.
WOULD REL IEVE 48TH A.!.BN.(ATTACHED CC-A) BEGINNING AT 2000.
23RD A.|.BN. REL IEVED FROM CC-R, AND 48TH A.l.BN. ATTACHED,
TO CC-R.

PLANS WERE MADE FOR REL IEF OF 48TH A.l.BN. BY 23RD
A.l1.BN. AND RELIEF STA RTED AT 2000. REL IEF WAS COMPLETED
AT 0430 THE FOLLOWING MORNING.

6 NOVEMBER: ,UNITS OF CC-R CONTINUED OUTPOSTING .
AND PATROLLING WITHIN OUR ZONE. ORGANIZATION OF PUSITIONS
AND RECONNA ISSANCE WAS CONT INUED.

PLANS WERE MADE 6 NOVEMBER 44, FOR A/4STH A.1.BN.
TO HELP 8TTH CAV. RCN. SQ. HOLD POSITIONS ALONG DE NORD
CANAL .

AS A RESULT OF INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED BY C.0. CC-R
THE FRONT HELD BY 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. WAS MATERIALLY RE-
DUCED, WITH A/48TH A.|.BN. TAKING OVER LEFT FLANK OF SECTOR.
NEW POSITIONS TO BE OCCUPIED WERE TAKEN UP AT 064900 NOVEMBER
44, UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS...
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ENG INEERS CONT INUED CLEARING MINE F.1ELDS AND BOOBY
TRAPS, AND MA INTENANCE OF ROADS AND BRIDGES.

7 NOVEMBER: TROOPS OF CC-R CONSISTED OF 48TH A.l.
BN., 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ., C/33RD ENGINEERS, B.814TH T.D.,
D/1TTH TANK BN. WITH ASSAULT GUNS, AND D/203RD AAA; 440TH
A.F.A. WAS IN DIRECT SUPPORT.
CC~R CONTINUED TO HOLD POSITIONS ALONG THE BOIS LE
DUC AND DU NORD CANALS. '
D/47TH TANK BN. AND ASSAULT GUNS WERE REL |EVED
FROM ATTACHED TO CC-R AT 1600. REVERTING TO BN. CONTROL.
D/17TH TANK BN. AND ASSAULT GUNS MOVED TO 4 7TH TANK BN.
ASSEMBLY AREA VICINITY MARHEEZE, HOLLAND, CLOSING AT 1655.
LT, COL. FRED M. WARREN, O 266 247, CAV., REPORTED
TO CC-R HQS. FOR DUTY. 30 oo
AT¥C,0., CC~R |SSUED THE FOLLOWING OPERATIONS INSTRUC-
TIONS TO C.0. 48TH A.1.BN., 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ., ™C" AND B/33RD
ENGINEERS, B/814TH T.D., D{203RD AAA; REL IEF OF CC-R FROM
PRESENT MISSION BY 152 BRIGADE (BRITISH) WILL BE EXECUTED
7-8 NOVEMBER 1944 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PLAN OUTL INED BELOW,
PLAN: ELEMENTS 152 BRIGADE WILL MOVE INTO CC-R SECTOR
BEGINNING 1620. THREE INFANTRY BATTAL IONS LOCATED VICINITY
KREIJEL AND OSPEL, CLOSING THESE AREAS APPROX IMATELY 2000.
48TH A, I,BN.: UPON NOTIFICATION BY C.0. 5 SEAFORTH
BATTAL ION, THAT THE THREE INFANTRY BATTAL IONS OF THE 152
ARE IN POSITIONS STATED IN PLAN, MOVE BY COMPANY TO VEHICLE
PA RK WEST OF CANAL LE DUC; THENCE VIA ROUTES INDICATED ON
-OVERLAY |ISSUED NOW TO ASSIGNED ASSEMBLY AREA. VEHICLES EAST
OF CANAL LE DUC WILL BE MOVED F IRST, AFTER NOTIF.ICAT ION THAT
-THE REL IEVING TROOPS A RE IN POSITION. PRIORITY ON OSPEL=
HORIK ROAD TO CC-A 2000 TO O70CO0.
87TH CAV, RCN. SQ.: UPON NOTIF ICATION THAT INFANTRY
BATTAL IONS 152 BRIGADE ARE IN POSITION ACCORDING TO PLAN,
REMA IN INITIALLY IN PRESENT POSITIONS; MOVE 0400 TO ASEMBLY
AREAS REAR PRESENT POSITIONS PREPARED TO BEGIN MOVEMENT BY
INF ILTRAT ION AT O700. MOVEMENT WILL COMVENCE UPON NOT IF ICATION
BY CC-A DIRECT TO 87TTH CAV. RCN. SQ. THAT ALL CC-A ELEMENTS
HAVE CLEARED ROAD OSPEL-SOUTH BRIDGE.
: C/33RD_ENGINEERS: ESTABLISH LIAISON #ITH 8TTH CAV.
- RCN. SQ. AND FOLLOW 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. VIA ROUTE INDICATED
ON OVERLAY TO ASSEMBLY AREA. MAINTAIN ROADS WITHIN ZONE
UNTIL TIME FOR MOVEMENT.
| B/33RD ENGINEERS: - PREPARE TO WITHDRAW TO VEH ICLE
PARK UPON ORDER,OF C.0. CC-R ANYTIME AFTER 0800. AS SOON
AS CLOSED IN VEHICLE PARK, MOVE TO ASSEMBLY AREA INDICATED
ON OVERLAY .
B/814TH T.D.: COMPANY (LESS PLATOON ATTACHED 87TH
CAV. RCN. $Q.) MOVE IMMEDIATELY TO ASSEMBLY AREA SHOWN
ON OVERLAY. PLATOON ATTACHED 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ. WILL MOVE

o/
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WITH 87TH CAV. RCN. SQ.

D/203RD AAA; BE PREPARED TO MOVE 0900 ON ORDER C.O.

D/17TH TANK BN.: D/47TH TANK BN. AND ASSAULT GUNS
4 7TH TANK BN. REL IEVED ATTACHED CC-R 1600 NOVEMBER 44, AND
HILL MOVE AT THAT TIME TO 37TH TANK BN. ASSEMBLY AREA.

UNITS WILL REPORT: WHEN FIRST ELEMENTS INITIATE
MOVEMENT FROM PRESENT POSITION; WHEN ALL ELEMENTS CLEAR
CANAL LE DUC; WHEN CLOSED IN ASSEMBLY AREAS. 8T7TH CAV. RCN.
SQ. REPORT WHEN PREPARED TO MOVE FROM INITIAL ASSEWMBLY AREA
TO AREA WEST OF CANAL LE Duc.

REL IEF OF F IRST ELEMENTS OF CC-R STARTED 2320 AND
LAST ELEMENTS OF CC-R (B/33RD ENG INEERS) REL IEVED AT 0945
8 NOVEMBER. ALL ELEMENTS OF CC-R CLOSED INTC ASSEMBLY AREA
1224, C.P. OF CC-R LOCATED VICINITY OF MARHEEZE, HOLLAND.

8 NOVEMBER: INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROPOSED MOVE OF CC-R
FROM VICINITY MARHEEZE, HOLLAND, TO CONCENTRATION AREA VIC-
INITY OF BANHOLT, HOLLAND, HAD BEEN ISSUED TO UNITS BY CC-R
IN F.O. #5, DATED 072200 NOVEMBER. THE ROUTE WAS WEERT,
MOLENBEERSEL, MAESEYCK, LANKLAER, MAASTRICHT, BRIDGE ACROSS
MAAS RIVER, HEER, GRONSVELD, ST. GEERTUID.

9 NOVEMBER: FIRST ELEMENT OF CC-R CROSSED |.P. AT
0939. DELAY BEING DUE TO CC-A FAILING TO CLEAR I|.P. IN
SCHEDULED TIME., MARCH WAS MADE IN RAIN AND SNOW. DISTANCE
TRAVELED WAS 44.6 MILES. CLOSED INTO NEW ASSEMBLY AREA AT
BANHOLT, HOLLAND 1600, :

10 NOVEMBER: PURSUANT TO DIVISION ORDER CC-R CON-
SISTED OF 38TH A.|.BN. AND 4§ 7TH TANK BN.

REHAB IL ITATION OF PERSONNEL AND ORDNANCE MA INTENANCE
AND RECONNA ISSANCE OF ROUTES WAS ACCOMPL ISHED.

41 NOVEMBER: TRAINING INSTRUCTION CONDUCTED TO
INCLUDE CREW DRILL ON ALL CREW SERVED WEAPONS, SCOUT ING
AND PATROLL ING, REMOVAL OF MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS, TERRAIN
APPRECIATION, AND OTHER SUBJECTS StET FORTH IN TRAINING DIRECT-
IVE, HQS. 7TH ARMORED DIVISION, 9 NOVEMBER 44,

12 NOVEMBER: TRAINING WAS BEING CONDUCTED AS OUT=-
L INED BY DIVISION. MAINTENANCE OF VEHICLES AND WEAPONS AND
ALL EQUIPMENT WAS CONDUCTED. |

LECTURE ON ™CONDUCT IN GERMANY™ FOR OFF ICER AND
NON-COMM 1SS IONED OFF ICERS OF THE FIRST 3 GRADES OF 33RD
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ENG INEERS, B814TH T.D., 17TH TANK BN., AND 38TH A.|.BN,
CONDUCTED BY MIL ITARY GOVERNMENT OFF ICER.

13, 14, 15, AND 16 NOVEMBER: CC-R CONDUCTED
COMB INED TANK- INFANTRY PROBLEMS. THE PURPOSE OF THESE
PROBLEMS WERE TO TRAIN THE SMALL INFAV TRY-TANK TEAM IN
CONTROL, COMMUN ICATIONS AND COORDINATION REQUIRED FOR
EU?CESS IN AN OPERATION OF COMBINED ARMS. (SEE INCLOSURE
1
CONCURRENT TRAINING WAS AS PRESCRIBED BY DIVISION.,

17 NOVEMBER: UNITS OF CC-R CONTINUED TRAINING AND
MA INTENANCE OF VEHICLES AND WEAPONS.

COMBAT EFF ICIENCY OF CC-R ON 97 NOVEMBER WAS:
TANKS=~66%, PERSONNEL=-=98.5%, MORALE EXCELLENT.

18 NOVEMBER: DIVISION DIRECTED DAY OF REST, WITH
ONLY NECESSARY GUARD AND FATIGUE BEING EXECUTED.

19 AND 20 NOVEMBER: TRAINING AS PRESCRIBED BY
DIVISION.

21 NOVEMBER: ANOTHER TANK-INFANTRY PROBLEM WAS
CONDUCTED BY CC-R.

AT 1255 G-3 CALLED C.0, CC-R INFORMING HIM TO CANCEL
TRAINING FOR THE AFTERNOON AND MAKE PLANS FOR MOVEMENT TO
VIGINITY WEST OF HEERLEN, AND TO PREPARE FOR OPERATIONS TO
THE EAST. TRAINING WAS CANCELLED AND PLANS FOR MOVEMENT
MADE .

22 NOVEMBER: THE FOLLOWING OPERATIONS INSTRUCTIONS
WERE ISSUED A T 0030 TO C.0., 38TH A.l.BN. AND 814TH T.D:
CC-R ASSEMBLES NORTH OF VALKENBURG PREPARED FOR OPERAT IONS
TO THE EAST. BILLETING PARTIES AND 6UIDES REPORT TO LT.
COL. WARREN AT CC-R C.P., O700. ALL AA GUNS #WILL BE MANNED.
REPORTS WILL BE MADE FROM UNITS ON CLOSING; SUBMIT OVERLAY
SHOWING COMPANY AREAS AND C.P, LOCATIONS. RADIO SILENCE.

CC-R AND ATTACHED UNITS MOVED FRUM BANHOLT, HOLLAND,

TO VICINITY SCHIMMERT, HOLLAND, CROSSING DIVISION 1.P. AT
MARGRATEN, HOLLAND, AT 0930. ALL ELEMENTS OF CC-R CLOSED
INTO ASSEMBLY AREA VICINITY SCHIMMERT, HOLLAND, AT 1200,

RAINY WCATHER WITH POOR VISIBILITY PREVAILED.

CALL FROM G-3 TO C.O. CC-R AT 2118 ALERTING A/814TH
T.D. FOR MOVEMENT ANYTIME AFTER 08303 C.0. OF A/814TH T.D.
TO REPORT TO COMMANDING GENERAL, 2ND ARMORED DIV IS ION,
0830, FOR INSTRUCT IONS.

23 NOVEMBER: THAFKSGIVING DAY SPENT IN KA INTENANCE
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OF VEHICLES AND PERSONNEL IN THE MORNING; ONLY NECESSARY
FATIGUE AND SECURITY IN THE AFTERNOON. |

24, 25, AND 26 NOVEMBER: TRAINING AS PRESCRIBED
BY DIVISION., ASSAULT GUN CREWS OF 38TH A.I1.BN. RECEIVED
INSTRUCT IUN FROM 434TH A.F.A. BN IN THE 105kM HOWITZER.

AT 2045, 26 NOVEMBER, CC-R WAS NOTIF IED BY G-=3 THAT
§7TH TANK BN. WAS RELIEVED FROM ATTACHMENT 84TH INF. DIV, -
AND ATTACHED CC-R, AT NOON 27TH FOR SUPPORTING F IRES WITH
DIVISION ARTILLERY. DIVISION ARTILLERY REPRESENTATIVES
WERE TO GUIDE 17TH TANK BN. TO PREVIOUSLY RECONNO ITERED
AREAS., BATTALION WAS TO CLOSE IN WNEW POSITIONS BY 1630
27TH NOVEMBER.

27 NOVEMBER: UNITS OF CC-R CONTINUED TRA INING
AND MA INTENANCE OF VEHICLES AND WEAPONS, AND RECONNA ISSANCE
OF AREA IN THE VICINITY OF UBACH, GERMANY, FOR POSSIBLE
MOVE.

DIVISION ISSUED OPERATIONS INSTRUCTIONS B¥ 1500
ATTACHING 38TH A.l1.BN., 17TH TANK BN., B/40TH TANK BN.,
D/40TH TANK BN., 1/B/814TH T.D., 1/C/814TH T.D. TO CC-R.
814TH T.D. (-) WAS RELIEVED FROM ATTACHED TO CC-R.

CC-R WA S INSTRUCTED TO MOVE 28 NOVEMBER, BY
ROUTES AND TIME AS APPROVED BY X111 CORPS TO PREVIOUSLY
RECONNO ITERED AREA EAST OF WURM RIVER IN VICINITY OF UBACH,
GERMANY. ALSO TO PREPARE PLANS FOR EMPLOYMENT TO NORTH,
NORTHEAST, AND EAST; MAINTAIN LIAISON WITH 84TH AND 102ND
INFANTRY DIVISIONS; 17TH TANK BN TO REMAIN WITH DIVISION
ARTILLERY, BUT AVAILABLE TO CC-R IF NECESSARY.

C/33RD ENG INEERS WERE ATTACHED FOR MOVEMENT ONLY.

AFTER SWEEPING CC-R AREA OF MINES C/33RD ENG INEERS ATTACHED
TO 40TH TANK BN (=).

28 NOVEMBER: TROOPS OF CC-R AS OF 0500 CONSISTED
OF 38TH A.l.BN., 17TH TANK BN., B AND D/40TH TANK BN., 1/B/814
T.D., 1/C/814TH T.D., ORDNANCE DETACHMENT/128TH ORDNANCE,
AND MEDICAL DETACHMENT/TTTH MEDICAL BATTAL ION. |

_ AT 0800, C.0. CC-R REPORTED TO C.P. 84TH INF. DIV
FOR CONFERENCE AND THE FOLLOW ING DECISIONS WERE REACHED;
C/40TH TANK BN. AND D/40TH TANK BN TO REMAIN IN PRESENT
POSITIONS. C/33RD ENG INEERS TO CLEAR GAPS ACROSS ANTI-
TANK DITCH. THREE M-36 T.D.'S MOVE TG DUG IN PO3ITIONS
NORTH OF SUGGERATH PREPARED TO FIRE NORTH, NORTHEAST, AND
EA ST; FOUR M=36 T.D.'S MOVE TO CONCEALED POSIT IONS JUST
SOUTH OF GEREONSWE ILER PREPARED TO FIRE NORTHEAST AND EAST;
TO RECONNOITER POSITIONS ON HIGH GROUND NORTH AND NORTH-
EAST GEREONSWE ILER WHEN ADVANCE OF INFANTRY PERWMITS. C.O.

CC-R, C.0. 40TH TANK BN. AND HIS C.0. COMMANDERS, C.0.'S
2ND AND 3RD BNS., 335TH INFANTRY REG IMENT, TO MEET AT AD-
VANCED C.P. 40TH TANK BN. IN GEREONSWEILER 1330 TO INSURE
COORDINATION OF UNITS AND COMMUNICATIONS. .

c_/ \/
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AT 1300 / "VEWMBER 44, C.0. CC-R WENT 77 ADVANCED
C.P. 40TH TANKL4 IN GEREONSWE IL:R, GERWMANY,. FOR CUNFERENCE
AND THE FOLLOWING DECISIONS WERE REACHED: ~TANKS REMAIN IN
NORTH EDGE OF GEREONSWEILER UNTIL ENG INEERS ANNOUWCE THAT
GAPS ARE READY, THEN MOVE RAPIDLY TO JOIN RESPECT IVt IN-
FANTRY BNS. TANKS WILL NOT #AIT FOR INFANTRY BUT WILL PASS
THRU AND PROCEED TO DIVISION OBJECTIVE; TAMKS WILL NOT
ENTER TOWN (L INDERN) AHEAD OF INFANTRY BUT WILL SPLIT AND
MOVE AROUND THE EDGE OF TOWN TO FAR SIDE; TWO TO FOUR TANKS
WILL REMAIN ON NEAR SIDE OF TOWN TO FOLLOW INFANTRY THRU,
GIVING DIRECT FIRE ON CALL. TANKS WILL REWAIN O OBJECT-
IVE @ITH RIGHT BATTA LION TO GIVE DIRECT FIRE SUPPORT UNTIL
POSITION HAS BEEN ORGANIZED FOR DEFENSE; DUE TO EXPOSED
POSITION, TANKS WITH LEFT BN. WL NOT REWMAIN ON THE DIVI-
S 10N OBJECT IVE BUT WILL MOVE TO DEF ILADED POSITION. TANKS
WILLY ITHDRAW TO GEREONSWE ILER, AFTER DIVISION OBJECTIVE
IS CONSOL IDATED, ONLY UPON ORDER OF C.0. CC-R AFTER HE
CLEARS WITH CG S4TH INFANTRY DIVISION.

CC-R AND ATTA CHED UNITS LEFT ASSEWBLY AREA VICINITY
SCH IMMERT, HOLLAND, AND CROSSED THE 1.P. AT AALBECK, HOLLAND,
AT 1230.  ALL ELEZWENTS CLOSED INTO ASSEuBLY AREA VICINITY OF
UBACH, GERWMANY, AT 1500.

29 NOVEMBER: CC-R WAS IN POSITION SUPPORTING CORPS
ATTA CK BY FIRE (17TH TK Bil), PREPARED TO McET COUNTER=-
ATTACK FRO#i NORTH, NORTHEAST, OR EAST.
AT 1630 C.0. CC-R ORDERED B/40TH TANK BN AND 1/C/814
T.D. TO MOVE FROM GEREONSEILER TO L INDeRiN, GERWANY, TC
RE INFORCE A/40TH TANK BN. IN HOLDING L INDERN aGAINoT
COUNTERATTACK WHILE AWAITING ARRIVAL OF INFARTRY. THE
COUNTERATTACK WAS REPELLED. -
¢.0. CC-R ORDERED B/17TH TANK BN RELIEVED FROM INDIRECT
EIRE M1SSION AND ASSEMBLED FOR MOVEMENT TO REPLACE B/40TH
TANK BN,

30 NOVEWBER: CC-R CONTINUED IN CORPS RESERVE.

CORPS DIRECTED THAT HOLDING L INDERN, GERMANY, &WAS
ESSENTIAL; THAT THE NUMB:R OF TANKS IN LINDERN MUST NOT
BE REDUGCED. A CHANGE OF TANK COmPANIES HnD BEEN PLAGNNED
BUT WAS NOT EFFECTED DUE TO REORGANIZATION OF INFANTRY.

D/40TH TANK BN WAS USLD DURING THE NIGHT 29-30 TO
RESUPPLY BOTH TANKS AND INFANTRY UNLLR COVER OF DARKNESS.

AT 2112, -1 7TH TAWK BN. #AS RELIEVED FROM ATTACHED
TO CC-R AND ATTACHED TO 102ND INFANTRY DIVISION.

AT THE CLOSE OF PERIOD CC-R CONSISTED OF 3oTH
INFANTRY BN., B AND D/4CTH TANK BN., 1/B/c14 T.D., 1/C/014
T.D., ORDNANGE DETACHMENT (DIRECT SUPPORT), AND 4 licDI-
CAL DETACHMENT (DIREGT SUPPORT). B/40TH TK biv., 1/8/814
T.D., 1/C/814 T.D. WERE COUWii ITTED.

(__COMAND I NG
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MSIHCATION REMOVH] "ar0 257, U.S. AR

SUBJECT : AFTER ACTZON RED T, MONTH OF DECEMDER, 1944 .
TO : THE ADJUTANT GENERA?, WASHINGTOX {25, B.0,
(THROUGH CHANNELS)

During the period 1-16 Dec 44, GGR, 7th AD
Operated in Germany, and reference to 2ll placczs during that
time should be inferred to be in Germany, zalthough not
8peclfjcally stated.

During the period 17-31 Dec 44, the Command
operated exclusivelr in Belguim, snd similarly, =11 Places
referred to during that time must be inferred 'to be in Belgiun

Abbreviations used in this revort include unit
design-tions as follows:

Tth AD Tth Armored Division

cca Combat Commeng "aA"

CCB Combat Command "B" &\
CCR Combat Command "R" S
LTt | - I7th Tank Battalion 2
31let 31lst Tank Eattalion \
40th 40th Tank Battalion <)
23rd 23rd Armored Tanfantry BEn. s
38th 38th Armored Infantry Bn. .
48th 48th Armored Inf "*tr‘ Bn. ‘J
440th 440 Armored T.A. Bn. |
489th , 48Gta Armored ¥.A. Bn. {
33rd : 2>3rd Armored Enzineer Ba. '
87th 87th C=v. Ren. Sq.

203rad 203rd AAA (air) -Bn.

814th " 814th T.D. Ba.

L ‘-__ CLASSIFICATION REMOVED



i 1l December 1944 -
e 55 5

At the beginnin: of the period for which this report is
submitted, the staff of Combat Command Reserve, Tth Armored
Division consisted of:

Col, John L. Ryan, Jr. - C.O.
Lt. Col. Fred !i. Warren - Ex. O.
Lt. Col. Ernest }¥. Smith - Ass't. T©x..0.
Capt. YWorwood @G. Read - 5-2
Major Fred C. Sweat - S5-3
l"ajor Clement O. Stevenson - S-4
Major Glenn C. Hairston - Surgeon
. Lt. James F. Stidham - Comm. Officer
Lt. Henry ¥iller - Ordnance Officer

The troops at that time attached to such command vere:

38th Arm'd Infaantry Battalion
D/40th Tank Battalion
1/B/814 TD nBattalion
1/¢/814 TD Battalion

and 1n addition an ordnance and a medical detachment in direct
support; the CP of the command was located at Ubach; and the
command was in corps reserve, With several elements already com=-
mitted. (reference is mzde to "After Action Report" for the
month of lovember, previously sibmitted)

¢/33, which had been attached to the 40th, was relieved
from that attachment and attached to CCR at 1020. The C.O.
of such unit was directed to assembhle immedliately, necessary
engineer equipment and be prepared to clear and effect a cross-
ing of enemy anti-tank ditch located between Beeck and Lindern.
Such directive was in accordance with corps and Division opera-
tione instructions for projected attack on Lindern.

Information was received that two medium tanks of the force
attached to 84th Infantry Division had been destroyed by enemy
bazooka fire in Lindern area, the previous night.

Early in the day, the 38th was directed to retain one
company on a 30 minute alert, and the balance of the ba was then
available for combat training, and accordingly training in small
arms firing, sniper firing, and m.z. technique was conducted.
.Directions were given to rotate the alerted company from day to
day, 80 long as this directive was effectiv:, for obvious reasons.
At 1615 the entire 38th was placed on 30 minute alert and the
C.0., and S-3 directed to report to this headquarters.

At 1640 the C.%., Tth A.D. arrived at thes CP of this com-
mand, and stated that all infantry of the 84th Infaatry Division
had besn committed and indicated that an infantry reserve was
required at a more forward position to support the 84th's attack
on Linnich. The C.%. thereupon directed that 38th be moved at
once to an assembly area, vic of Setterich. Being familiar with
such area, and its condition, the C.0., CCR anticlipating it might
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be necessary ti. Sivouac in the field, ﬁi?s“wéﬁ c/33 ‘to” send
out all available men with mine detectors and begin 2t once to
sweep the area selected by C.0. 38th for his assembly area.

Prior to his departure at 1725 the C.G., Tth A.D., ctated -
that 40th (-1 co) would be relizved from attached to 84th Inf
Div, and attached to CCR sometime during the nizht.

C.0., CCR, in antilcipation of commitment of troops in that
area, called upon the 1141 Enzr Group for dztailed road inform-
ation to and terrain study of viecinity Linnich (inclusive). -

The 33th compl:ted its move and closed in an assembly area
vicinity Setterich at 1915. Dz2lay was occasioned br miness and
booby traps uncovered there. Ae & precautionary measure vehicles
were dispsrsed along side roads (which had been swept), rather
than placing in open fields (until furthar examination of fields
by the Enzineers in gaylight).

40th was relieved from attached to 84th Inf Div 2ad attached
to CCR at approximately 2100. C.0. 40th was directed to move
-into assembly area vidhnity of 38, however, after reco:naissance
of such area it was determined that it was unsuitable because of
crowded condition of available billzsts and the uncertainty of
safety conditions in the field. The 40th thereupon chose an area
in Ubach which was approved by G-3, and after obtaining road
priority from 102nd Inf Div (thru whose sector it was necessary
‘to move) the 40th began an orderly withdrewal from the line to
its assembly area, by infiltration.

2 December 1944

The 40th closed in its new assembly area at 0115. In-
formation received early this morning indicated that Linnich was
now in our hands, although between 0400 and 0500 strong encmy
patrols had effected a penetration of the outskirts of-town.

The C.0., CCR held a staff and commanders meeting at which -
time the assembly was thoroughly briefed on the current operatlions
and situation. The C.0. stressed the importance of all units be-
ing continuously and immediately available for commitment to the
NE - ¥ - NW, and disseminated his plans Tor counter-attack. Els
plan and instructions included routes and alternate routes, 1p
for approach march, attack formations, artillery support, and
coordination of communication between the respective arme. 'in
addition, he directed that air sentries be alert and all AA guns
manned, and that all members of staff and eacn commander make a
detailed and comprehensive terrain study of the area ip which
it was probable we might operate.

At 1410 the 17tn (-B) was relisved from attached 1C2nd Inf
Div, attached to CCR, directed to move to acsembly area prev-
iously occupied vieinity of Ubach, and ultimately closed there
at 1520

i 2y



3 The Corps (ommander visited CP this Cormand at 1655,

B/40, relidved from attached 84th Tnf Blv at 2000 and re-
verted to Bn control (atch CCR),. withdrawn from commitment under
cover of darkness and closed in a tenporary bivouac area [mmen-
dorf at 2230 - with plans to rejoin pzrent organization in 3n
assembly area the followinz day. The 84th Inf Div was most
cooperative in furnishinz guldes at all times to zuide units of
this command to and from their posit’ ons,

At 2035 the 1141 Engr Group furnished the detailed and
current road information and terrain gtudy rsquested the day -
previously.

3 December 1344

At 0800 the C.0. 'l7th stated that approximately 50% of his
med tanks were already equipped with track extensions and re-
quested permission to immobilize the balance in order to com-
plete such mod:fication. He was authorized to do so providing
that no more than 25% of the taiks of aay one company be im-
mobilized 2t any one time.

At 0905 this command was directed to and did furnish one
eéngineer squad for road mahtenance at Div Headquarters. Staff
during the. morning inspected all units for dispersion and con-
cealment of all vehicles. :

At 1200 direct l;aison between this command and Corps was
.digcontinued.

At 1308 ¢/38 was reliesved from attach2d to CCR and attached
to 84th Inf Div for not to exceed two days. This company was
attached for the purpose of support or reserve for a Ba of the
334 Regt already committed. By telephone communication between
this Hq and G-3, 84th Div, satisfactory arraangements were com-
pleted for the guiding, reception, and supply of this co while
under 84th Div control. The co moved at 1430, was met by MP's
of the 84th at CR puffendorf and there directed into position via
Immendorf, Prummern, and released to direct cowtrol of C.0. 334th
Inf Regt.

At 1600 a2 member of the PI Team, 7AD, arrived at this Hg
and discussed terrain, eaemy ingtallsztions, and ihterpreted
aerial photos of vicinity Brachelen; and at 2100 the 1141 Engr
Group submitted additional road and terrzin information.

4 De.ember 1944

§o change was made on the troop list or the mission of CCR,
this date. The command was still chorged with being prepored
to repel counter-attack anywhere in the Coi:ps Zone.

The Corps Commander directed this Div to conduct Tank-Inf
team training during the current period as time would permit.
The C.G. 7AD in turn directed the C.0., CCR, to prepare necessary
problems in accordance with such éirective, scelect the terraln
therefor, ascertain that the terrain chosen was free of mines,
| e o
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and Supervise ('3 conduct the problems. .

3

5 Deczmber 1944

Plans were drawn for ths pro'lem r-:Terred to 4 Dec, re-
connaiscance wag conducted for suitable terran, »nd conferences
were conducted with 3 section of 84th and 1C2nd Inf Divisions.

C/38, was relisved from attached to 84th Inf Div, revarted
to Bn, aand attached to CCR at 2000.

6 December 1944

¢/38 rejoined “ts Bn and closed in assembly area 0400. At
0830, C.0. CCR conducted staff and commaanders m:atitﬂ at uu*ea
were discussed various administrative matters and command Tunc-
tions. Plans were continued for th: training prozram, and con-
ferences held with 3 section of 84th and 102ad Inf Diva. B/40
reverted to CCR control at 1600. Plans were prepared for the
release aad march of the 40th to rest area at Scherpenseel.

Division directed this Command to have 1 co/17 on immzdi-
ate alert for tank support uovon call of the 84th Inf Div. The
38th was directed to move from precent 2rea in Sett:zrich to are
previously occuplied by it in Ubach.

T December 1944

The 38th (-C) was relizved from attzched this command and
attached CCB at 0600.

Plans were completed for Tank-Infantry training, area
cleared of mines, and Divisions concerned so notified.

17th conducted indirect [iring under supervieion of 440th;
€¢/38 conducted training in firing .30 cal. m/g (1t) from the
hip; and engineers were engaged in road maiuntenance in the
command area.

8 Deccmber 1944

84th nf Div informed this command that it would concuct
certain Tank-Infantry problems of its own, and requested that one
tank platoon be made available for such purpose. Conferences
were held with 3 section, 84th Div, satisfactory arrangemsnts
compl:zted, and, 1 platoon 17th made available to the Div.

At 1200 C/38 reverted to Bn control and ia turn attached to
CCB. Two EM were assigned Trom 17th to attend school of driving
instruction of amphibious vehicles.




O December 1944

The 17th waw relizved of attachment this)/Commsnd, and
attached to 84th Inf Div as of 1400 this Gate. Only troops now
assigned CCR are C/33.

Staff officers attended Rocket Lzuncher demonstration con-
ducted by XIX Corps.

All personnel were advised of the possibility of enemy air
attack.

v

10 - 15 December 1944

During this period C/33, the only troops attached to CCR,
engaged themselves in road maintenance aand confucted training in
thelr special field. Staff officers attended "BPOZIT" artillery
demonstratigns conducted by NUSA, snd tank - ineantry demon-
strations conducted by the 84th Inf Div., the 2nd AD, 218 the
30th Inf Div. Direct liglson between this command and the 84th
and 102nd Inf Dive. was digcontinued on thes 11th. Col. Ryan
departed on leave aad 1lt. Col. Fred }i. Warren, as Ex. 0., assumeéd
temporary commend at 1000 on the 13th. Recon~zissance was made
of the Scherpenseel rest zrea, and G-3 outlined Plans Tor the
supervision of training of 2ll troovs occupying that area.

16 December 1944

Actg C.0. CCR, attended staff and commanders mesting held
by CG, Tth AD at the latter CP. At this meeting the CG dis-
cussed administrative and training matters, and announced the
contemplated plans for next ten days or so, contingent of course
upon the tactical situation. All matiers were subsequently
discussed with CCR staff by actg C.O.

At 1422, /33 was relieved from attached CCR and reverted
to Bn control.

At 1755 a message was received from Div which gancelled all
passes, leaves, furlourchs, schools, etec, and alerted all units
for movemsnt on on= hour's notice after 0800 ths following day;
and at 1810, in furtherance of such alert, this Hq was called
upon to furnish a billeting detail.

At 1855 the 17th and 38th were attached CCR, and they were
immediately notified of such attachment anddirected to be pre-
pared to move as previously indicated.

17 Descember 1944

At 0140 liaison officer from Div arrived at Hq CCR with
route and final instructions for movem:nt vicinity Vielealm. All
units were subsequently sufficiently informed and leading elements
CCR crossed the IP on time (0800), 2nd the column cleared the IP

at 0915.
=h= - Tli;?
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The CP of Ct - was closed at Ubach 0837....-

The march to Vielsalm was made wit:out incident, weatner
cold, clear to snow.

[T

Iq CCR closed at

The 38th closed in new assembly area 1230 ¢
£ opened at RECHT

1430, and the 17th closed at 1500. The CP o
at 1430,

o

pev

At apvroximately 1530 this Hq receivad its flrst intimation
of enemy action or proximity when one of our drivers reported -
that "he nhad heard" that the Germans had occupied Lisneuville
about 30 minutes after our column had cleared there. Such state-
ment at the time appegsred utterly fake and unfounded, howaver,
the ¢.0, and S5-3 datermined to investigzate and began a recon-
naissance toward such town. The roads Were desgrted aad upon
nearing the town they wers halted by an IP and the driver's story
verified. Ths reconnaissance party thereupon returned to the CP
and apprised sll personnel of the situation so far as knowy alerted
them 2ll, and established patrols and guarcs from Hq personnel.
The ¢.0. and S-3 thereupon proceedsd to CP 106th Inf Div where,
thev were informed, the CG CCB could be found. Upon arrival at
the P the C.0. and S8-3 reported to CG TAD who gave informetion
respecting the curpent situation, and stated that 38th was re-
lisved of attachment CCR. !'pon returan to CP (CCR) the C.O,
consulted with C,0, 17th and traded iInformatlon.

At the ¢P, staff meeting was held and after study of the
road net and terrain it was determined to try and hold Recht
during the night. Ths 17th was directed to send' one comdany for-
ward and establish road blocks. About 2100 a representative of
Hq (rear) CCB appeared at the CP and informed us that his CF wae
zlso established at Recht and 1t was thereupon determined to
congolidate our forces for mutual support.

At 2045 the driver for the C/S appeared at this CP and re-
porteéd that his peep had been ambushed, that ne and thse ¢/S had
dismounted, separated, and that he hed ultimatel; found his way
back to our linz - but did not know of the chief's conditlon or
position. The driver also reported upon a large enemy column
that he had observed. The Ass't S-3 escorted the cdriver to Div
CP to mske revort and requst some Infantry for this Command.

At 2130 thelBth cav ren &g reported another German ambush
1% miles east of Recht, and from then on stragglers came in-
filtrating with additional news of the ambush tactlics being em-
ployed, ie, use of captured American vehlcles and equipment, and
men dressed in our uniforms.

All personael employed in defensive posit on and on road
blocks.

7 . )/g



18 December 1944%

fraten vl

At 0200 enely inrantry attacked Recht @wd began infiltrat-
ing from the NE and E. The slze of the force could neither be
determinea nor sccurately estimeted. PFiring incressed in in-
tensity, flares were used continucusly, zmall arms aad acvtomatic
Wweapons fire was reasonably heavy and continuous. Enemy infantr;
was armed with bazookas. Without supporting infantry it was
determined that a stand under such circumstances would only be a
sacrifice of tanks za2nd it wes therefore ordsred to evacuate the
town. Some cesuaslties were inflicted on eneny Torce, but number
undetermined. The taiks in position were directed to cover the
withérawal of Hq (rear) €22 and this Hag,' and at 0315 the with-
drwal began. While the CP was moving we obeserved trains of a
cavalry unit parked in the SW sector of the city and upon ianguiry
a8 to what they were doinz: there, were ianformed that the trains
were directed to remain there while the sq. was making recon=-
nalssance. When queztloned about the fire fight in the town they
admitted hearing it but didn't know what it was abo:t. the C.O.
this Hgq informed them of the situation z21d ordered their with-
drawal of thls tank company. enemy used somz ineenmAlaries and
geveral buildings were ablaze. The withdrawal was ultimately
effected without_parsonnal or vehiculzr loss.

At 0225 mescage was receilved from Div acsigning mission of
establishing road block aid attachineg 1/38; 1/33, 2.8 plat/8l4
to CCR as of 0800,

In the withdrawal from Recht SW to Poteau it was observed
that rozds to and from Poteau were double barked and traffic
stationary. Upon arrival at CR Poteau (from Recht) it was im-
poseible to proceed further bzcause of road congestion. Division
was informed of the situation by radio and called uvpon to furnish
traffic mp.

Because 1t was impossiphle for a "Peen" to get thru S-4
volunteered to walk to Div CP and ianform Div of the situation and
road condition. Meanwhile, C.0., and S-3 worked unceasingly to
unsnarl traffic congestion and get vehicles moving, becauze 1t
was quite certain that enemy would attack such a concentrgtion
at daylizght. By daylizght some semblance oI order was restored
and vehicles began to move. Our column, including Hq (rear) CCB
cleared CR at Poteau at 0720 at which time first enemy fire was
brought down there.

At 0800 CCR was made responsible for the NE and T sector of
Division Zone, the following troops available - 17th, 1/33, c/;p,
1/87, 1 plat/814.

By 0905 CP of this Hg had been established at Ville Du Bois,
and the attachmentes effective as af 0800 had not reported. The
17th was in contact and engag:=d with enemy infaatry and tanks S
of Recht, and therefore the inf co att tached CCR was directed to
report directl , and at once to C.0. 17th.



The enemy attack at Poteau was initially not stronz, but
* continued throughHut the day, and included ¢ .<ll arms, automatic
' Weapons, mortar,..nd tank fire - casualties' _ight, but information
scarce and situation fluid. The road Petit Their-Recht was cut
at Poteau and this coumand given miscion of egstablishing road
blocks and defensive positions W of Petit Their.

At approximately 1200 a defengive position had been estab-
lished on the high ground at Petit Their with all available -
stragzlers that passed thru there. Two zuch positions weye manned
with 96 men from 106th Inf Div, about 87 men from 14 Cav Group,
¢/33, 1 plat 8/23, 6 tankg, and 2 TD's.

Tnis force was guickly welded into an efTiciceant combat team
and position rapidly organized. Reconiaissance and combat patrols
vwere sent out lmmediately to establish communication and contact
with CCA in Poteau. '

At 1310 all Cav. was withdrawn and ordered to report to 106th
Inf Div (rear) for reorganization.

The C/S TAD visited CP CCR and inspected position at Petit
Thelr. During the remainder of the day, defensive positions at
Petip.Their were strengthzned and patrols pushed to llorth and East.

19 Decembz=r 1944

The 17th was actively engaged with enemy infantry and tanks -
artillery support was rendered thru adjustment and relay thru
this Hq (no F.0.'s being with 17).

At 1015 all @emsnts of 106 Inf Div were directed released
from CCR control, and sent to rear for refitting and reorganization.

At 1312 the 17th and ‘the attached Inf company Were reliesved
from attached this command and attached CCB.

At 13520 this Hq received mission "clear and makz safe road
Vielsalm-Poteau and establish contact with CCA." At this time the
force in defensive position at Petit Their consisted of 7 squads
engineers, 2 mg -squads and 1 AT squad B/23, 6 tanks 31, 1 #0 tank,
2 TD's, and 2 AG's 105. .

. At 1530 a provisional Cav Troop consisting of 3-o0 and 80 EM,
5 half tracks, 4 M-8's and 1 M-20 was attached CCR. This force .
was directed to screen and patrol the left (N) flank and continue
mounted patrols Vielsalm - Poteau.

Information received indicated enemy inf and tanks in position
nigh ground - -and wooded area N of Poteau.

Road block was established with 2 TD's bridge at Ville Du Bois.

Armored FA Bn vicinity our CP directed to have one battery
ready at all times for direct fire on enemy armor if penetration
came from N or W - behind our defensive posit‘ons.

Acgive defense at Petit Their all day, included combat patrols
N-NE-and E and continuous reconnalissance oI entire sector. j;{)
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20 December 1944 -

The actlve deginse at Petit Their, reconri issance to the N
and E, and road patrolling Vielsalm to Foteau, continued throuzhout
the day.

At 0930 this command was furnished with. the Division plan for
Withdrawsl ‘to be executed on order. Such plan provided for the
Dassage thru our lin=s of CCA, this command to cover the with-
drawal, and blow the RR overpass bridze at Ville du Bois only zafter
the meximum amount of vehiclesz, guns and equipment had crocsed.
Plans were formulated and promulzated in accordance with such
directive.

At 1145 the 440th was withdrawn from support.

After several morning patrols had mzde their reporte it was
determined that an attack from Petit Their might be sucecsssful in
driving enemy forces competely out of poteau, to the ¥ and NVW.

Thls was d=sirable from two standpoints; ie, 1lst to join up with
CCA to the Eagt and open lines of communication, and 2nd, =2fford an
opportunity to salvage millions of dollars worth of equipment
abendoned by other units in field SE of CR at Potzau. The forces
avallable to CCR were gzreatly limited and already committed on assign-
ed missions. Permission was requested of G-3 to make cuch attack,
and ‘immediately granted. However, prior to launching of the attack
all tanks attached CCR were withdrawn and ordered to Join task force
Jones. Because of thls reduction of force the acting C.0. determined
not to attack at this time, and further reduce d=fensive positions,

At 1500 CCR was charged with meintaining road block already
- in position N of Vielsalm and all elemznts thers (3 TD'e/814, 2
M-16'8/203, 1 sqd/33) were immediately attached this command.

At 1530 this Hq informed Division that road Petit Their -
Poteau, although subjected to intermittent firs, was opén for
lightly armored vehicles, and that a perallel dirt road was
negotiable for wheeled vehicles. Contact waz made z2nd maintained
between this Hg #nd CCA. Small arms, some artillery, and ebel-
werfer fire continued to Tall intermittingly in Poteau. This
command establisined a road block, supported by hasty mine field,
and an OP position approximately % mile E of crossroade at Poteau.
This was for the night period only and CCA was accordingly informed
of its location and purpose.

21 December 1944

The a ctive defense of our entire sector was continued. Defan-
sive positions were strengthened; and the engineers ectablished
blocks, booby traps, and hasty mine fields. All buildings were
occupled by our troops at night time and at first light a thorough
reconnalssance of our sector completed. Reconnaissance and combat
patrols were put out at intervals thruout the day to investigate re-
peated reports of enemy forces EVER'WHZRE, but no nzw contect was
made, and no penetration of our position was attempted.

<50 3)



i Liaison was ﬁf“ecteu_and defensgive plans. coordinated with
the 82n¢ A/B D;.v - -

Informatlion was rife thror'ghout the day, and tension grew,.
The entire staff was organized an’ positions in the line astigned
and manned by such versonnel. ]

o

22 December 1944

At 0330 Division directed that. the Cav. Troop be withdrawn
from 1its oresent screenling mission and move without delay, cover
highway Salmchazteau-Sovigne, establish strong points there, and
preveat the enemy from cutting that line of communication. The
Cav. reported strong points established by 0800, and at 0802 this
Hq. was directed to reczall the Cav. and resume itz original miscion.
The original mission was resumed between 1200 snd 1400. During the
time that the Cav. was withdrawn, the north flank viszs eatirely ex-
posed and so a patrol was organized from personnel CCR g and that
patrol functioned in the interim, ’

At 1205 two German soldiers in civilian clothing were czp-
tured, and at 1230 two Gerwman soldiers in LHOpAr uniforms were
captured 100 vards south of the road and ahout z miles W of Petit
Thelr. Thils occasioned more patrolling but furtner evidence of
German troops was lacking.

At 1333 the C.G. TAD directed C.0., CC- to revort in pzsrson
to C.0. CCA and offer the latter the 6 TD's now attached to CCR,
if CCA was in need thereof or could profitably employ them.

The C.0. CCR complied with this directive and dlscusced the
matter with C.0, CCA. C.0. CCA stated that he could have used
them, to advantage when requested but that the threat now had eased
and he felt it unnecessary to move the TD's from their present
position., TD officer in the party made a reconnaissance and re-
commended that they not be moved. C.0, CCA concurred. Upon return
to C?, C.0., CCR informed C.G. of the entire discussion and
decision.

Otherwise active defense and patrolling contiaued in our
entire sector.

2% December 1944

At 0535 Division announced X Hour for withdrawal as 0000
CCA was schedulcd to withdraw at H »lus 12 hours, 489th at i plus
14 hours, and CCR at H »lus 1530 hours During the morniag, active
defense and natrolling within our sector continued.and plansg vere
completed for the withdrawal. Because of coatinued rumors of enemy
tank threats the available TD's were revlsced and dispersed more
in depth, which served a dual purpose of defense and support of
anti cioa ed withdrawal. Conferences wer:s held with all parties
interested and inavolved in the withdrawal.

inal ordsr for bridge demolition was that it would not be
destroyed until the artillery had cleared, and then upon ordzsr of
CO CCR.

3




g At I345 this g was notified that CCA wc. %d pass thru our
lines one hour eac..izsr than originally antici_.ited ant at 1445
a meeting was -held at CP CCR of all staff and commancers of
attached units. Destalled plan for the withdrawal was Jiscussed
and everyone completely informed of hls duties and positions.

At 1510 information was reczived :that :the Cav. OP North of
Ville du Bols had been ambushed and destrorsed - thies was dis-
couraginz ngws 2zt the last minute and increased anxiety beczuse
of our assigned mission. Another ctrong patrol wzs immediately
dispat &ed to that area, and soon returned with the reassuring in-
formation that an enemy patrol of 12-15 infantry had infiltrated
to the OP and destrojyed one -8 with bhazdoka fire, wounded one man
- but the enemy had been driven off with some but uaknown casualties
- otherwise our QP was intact.

All personael wWere cmutioned to be extremely alert and caut-
lous until completion of our primary missio

Hotice was given wnen CCA started 1ts move.

CCA cleared the RR overpass bridge at 1630, and 489th started
its withdrawal at 1635 clearing the bridge at 1650. The first
defensive line at Petit Their not being enzaged, was directed to
withdraw mounted, as quickly as possihle, at 1700, The bridge was
"demolished at 1715 and the Infantry occupying that defensive
pogition was ordered to withdraw at 1730. The C.0, and 3-3 after
recommalssance and determination that all troops were withdrawing
and the withdrawal plans complied with, made a hasty departure at
1745. '

CP CCR closed Ville du Bois at 1700 and opened vicinity
Houssonloge 1700. CCR closed in its new assembly area at 2015.

24 December 1944

At 0832 CCR was alerted for immediate move.

At 1030, C.0. CCR conducted meeting of staff and unit
commanders and informed all present of the Div plan for defense of
new zone. CCR made responeible for the area Aisne-Bomal inclusive.
Plans for the defense thereof as announced consisted of two road
blocks, each composed of 2 TD's/814, 2 Inf sguads ¢/38 and 1 cengr
squad 0/33. Ones road block to be set up at RJI428999 and the
bridge there prepared for demolitlon - the other road block zt
RJ453979. The Cav. Troop was directed to screen our froant, and
make reconnaissance of zll approaches within our sector. All
other troops in CC reserve at Izlier. An advance CP to be sstai-
lished at Izier. Immediate reconialssance ol the ssctor for aay
other necessary blocks. Units were dirccted to move at once an&
get in position.

At 1145 1/B/23 reverted to Bnoontrol.

R |
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\ At 1255 17thorelieved from CCB =nd attar 2d to CCR. At

1300¢ C.0. 17th di-ected to move his Bn to Iz.3r and that he pre-
cede 1t and meet C,0., CCR “here. Two platoons that Bn were alzrted,
and 1t w:s directed that one platoon report to anAreinforce each of
the 2 road blocks.

At 1515 all TD's de“ached from CCR, attached to CCA, and
directed to proceed and report vicinity llanhay -t once.

At 1530 the Cavalry Troop was also detached from CCR.

Because of the above detachments, the rozd blocks were cub-
sequently reformed and the Ren Plat. of 17th charged with road
patrol and contact between the 2 stroag points.

At 1635 the 87 and 14 Cav attached to CCR for outposting
Lourthe river betweea Bowal and Compblain Aupont, activity to
be coordinated with C.G., CCB.

At 2000 C,.0., CCR reported to CP CCR to complete plans in
accordance with preceding directive. Upon arrivalthere C.G. C1B
informed CO CCR that the ettachments and mission previously assigned
had been cancelled and remained a respoansibllity of CCB.

* 25 December 1944

Christmas Day 1944 started off early, just as uysual. Continuous
phone calls thruout the night reminded us of the good old civilian
habit of extending holiday felicitations. And midaight riging re-
minded us of our childhood when we rushed cownstaris to grzet old
Santa Claus. But, although the early hour activitie:z were reminiscent
of such happy days, the comparison endzé there!l

At 0200 this Hg was relieved of the mission assizned it on 24
December, that 1ls, defending sector Aisne-3Bomal; =nd CCR with
attached troops revarted to Div. reserve, At 0225, that portion of.
CCR neld in mobile reserve at Izier was directed to proceed without
delay to CR Werbomont and await further instructions there. The
troous emplored oan road blocks were released at thic time and
directed to rejoin their respzsctive units wvicinitr Werbomont. C.O.
17 was directed to mzet C.0. CCR at Div CP. Orders ultimately re-
ceived directlingz CCR to be prepared to support either CCA or CCB -
or to counter-attack anywhere in Div zone as called upon.

(At 0725 ¢/38 was detachad from CCR and reverted to BEa control.

At 1615 the 17th wos moved into an assembly area 2 miles N of
Manhay, with mission same as previousl; state’. 3Because ol the
proximity of 17th CP to Div CP it was 2azrzed bhetween the ¢/S aad
C.0. CCR that C.0..17th would station hims¢lf at Div CP where he
could receive orde- s directly without any delay; the 17th still
undéer CCR, however,
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26 Decenber 1944

At 0015 C.G.:"AD directed C.0. 7CR to ifi;ect the area vice
Harze, at [irst light, to ascertain that all vehicles of this Div
and all attached un.ts are properly dispersed and concealad. Check
W28 made a8 directed in the morning, and another in the aftarnoon
to determine that all correctivs measurcs were taken as sugested
in the wmoraing.

At 1320 1/B/17 wzs zttached to 517th Zzr. Rext.

-

At 1535, message from Div directing that all troops carry gas
masks, was relayed to all subordinate units.,

Mission of CCR and location of troops unchaanzed duringz the day.

27 December 1944

e

At 0830 the C/S dirscted C.0. CCR to ascertain that no Tth
AD troops occupled the area which he t an detfinec, viec Izier -
which area vwas to bhe occupied by units of the 75th Inf Div. During
the morning, OCCR staff was divided into 5 parties and carried
out this directive. :

ct g

At 1215 the GCR staff was directed to m2ke reconnaiscance of
new Div assenbly area - route to and roads is siuch area, billets
available, vehicular stanC’ng, etc. Report of such reconnaissance
w=2s submltted to Div by 1600.

lio change in mission or location of troops CCR.

28 December 1944

Div. operations instructio:s respecting withdrawsl of units
to new assemily arza, in Corps reserve, received., At 1000 billet-
ing parties from all units to be attached to CCR upon crossing
release point in the contemplated move, leave CCR CP for recon-
nalssancs of their respective areas. In such reratiozeg instruct-
ilons it was indicated units attached to CCR would be 31st, 35th,
c/33, A/814.

At 1515 this Hg. noti
effected today, and all un
be Drepared to repel any e

ied that withdrawal would not be
t8 were placed on 15 minutes zlart to

At 1915 C.0, CCR corducted staff and commanders meeting brief-
ing all on present situztion snd proiected plans, so far as known.
o . - oJ - ]

20 December 1944

-

l{ission and location troops GCR unchznged,

At 1705 this Hq. informed that A/814 would not e attached

to CCR.
- Y d



30 December 1944

-

At 0415 Div anczounced H.hour for withdravas and movement to
asssmbly area as 0445 " CCR was scheduled to move a2t I plus 30 2
minutes and the Tirst elements of 17th crossed the IP at 0515.
17th crosszd the Release Point at 0530 at which timz it was de- "
tached this Hq and attached CCA. C/33 crossed the IP a2t 0543 and '
cleared the Relezse Point at 0555.

The 33th and 31zt were attached to GCR uwvpon crossing the Re-
lease Point at 0830 and 0858, respectively.

CCR staff and all units vwere directed to begin ot once a
reconnaiscance of that portion of the Corps Zone in which it was
anticipated this command might be called upon to operate, and to
reconnoiter also routes to such zrea from present assembly positions.
These reports were received, consolidated, aad a mastesr plan =volved
and submitted to Division.

During the afternoon the C,0, and S8-3, thls Hgq, visited all
unlts and lnspected areas occupied by them. The C.G. TAD visi:ed
CF CCR at 1532 ané discus=zed current adminictrative matters aand
gtressed the lmportance of continued 2lertn:=sz and agzressiveness

of 2ll officers and men.

2%

All units engaged in rchabilitation, reorzanization, maintenance
vehliclcs and weapons.

The following chauzes in the ctaff CCR were ma2de this date:

1600 - Mz jor Bweat relicved as S-3 this Hq and assirned
40tn.

1610 - lajor Ztevenson reli:sved as S-4 this Hg and assi
L8th.

1745 - Major Carl 17, Corbin assignes thic Hg 235 S-4, vice
Stevenson transferred.

1320 - Col. F. P. Tompkine reported and assuned command CCR,
vice Ryan transferred.

351 December 1S44

During the morning, the Ex. 0. escortsd the new conmanier to
ezch of the units attachad CCR and introduced all commanders. C.O0.
CCR visited Bns =znd @s8.=, nd spoke to the various con;aaﬁers with
respect to 2aticipated operations, what he desived and expzcted,
clarified the geasral cituation so far as he knew 1it, etc.

"h

All troops were enzg:ged in small unit trainiag, small arms
Tiring, reformation of units, receipt of rzinforcements, mezintenancs
ofvehlclesand weapons, rehabllitation, and reconnalssance of areas

of contemplatedé owperations.
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"At 1500, the jlst was reliev ea from att=

to CCB -

required,

¥
-,l.

| |

ané’ the 40th was relicved from attached CGOB and
CCR - both changes effective in nlece and

dbd CCR zhd attached
attached
no movemsnt of troops

close of the period for which this report is
of CCR was composed of:

At 2400, at the
submitted, the staff

Col. Francis P. Tompkins C.0%

Lt. Col. Fred M. Warren ~ Ex. O,

Lt. Col. Ernest M. Smith Asst. Ex. O.
Capt. Norwood G. Read S5=-2

Fajor I ichard D. Gillis 5-3

Major Carl M. Corbin . 5=4

Major Glenn G Hairston Surgeon

1st Lt. Jam s F. Stidham Comm. O.

ist Lt. enry Miller Ordnance O

troop list was as follows:

40th Tank Battalion
35th Armored Infantry Battalion
C¢/33 Armor=d Engineer Battalion

the CP of the command was located at Houssonloge and the command

(2s a portion of the Div) was in Corps reserve.

FOR THE COMZAWDING

it

. WARREN,
La ™ GOl .y Cavalm’
Executive Officer

TFICER:

6 Inclosures:

Incl. #1 Journsl, CCR, Tth AD, Dec 44.

Incl. #2_ S=3 Per. Rpt., CﬂR Ttﬂ AD, Dec 44. °*
Incl. #3 Incoming Msgs. "

Incl. #4 Outgoing Msgs. " " -

Incl. #5 Opn. Instr. for withdrawal.

Incl. #6 S=2 report., CCR, Tth AD, Dec 44,
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CLASSIFICATION REMOVED Ze i oot

APO 257, U.S5. LRUY

81 January 1945

SUBJECT : AFTER ACTION REPORT, MONTH OF JANUZRY, 1945

TO

THE LDJUTANT GENERAL, WASHIRGTON 25, D,C.
(THROUGH CHARMNELS)

During the period of January 1945, CCR, 7th AD operated
in Belgium exclusively and references to all places during the time
covered by this report, should be inferred to be in Belgium, =lthough
not specificzlly st=ted.

Lbbreviations used in this report include unit designotions
as follows:

Tth 4D 7th Armored Division

CCL Combat Command "AW

CCB Combot Command ¥BM

CCR Combat Command WR®

31lst 51lst Tank Bzttalion

40th 40th Tank Battalion

38th 38th Armorcd Infantry Bn.

43th 48th Armored Inlantry Bn. %:
454th 434 Armored F.A., Bn. -
440th 440 Armored F.A. Bn. 5
352 ‘ 55rd Armored Engineer Bn. ~
87th 87th Cav. Recn. Sqg. [N
203rd 205rd ALE (air) Ba. s
814th 814th T.D. Bn. ﬂ%
508 PIR 508 Par. Inf. Regt.

£5 RCT “Srd Regt. Combat Teuzm

ond Div 2nd Inf. Diw.

30 Div. 50th Inf. Div.




A1t the begin&&@g of the period for which 'wais report is sub-
mitted the staff of Combat Command Reserve, 7th' Armored Division
was composed of: '

Col. Francis P. Tompkins C.0.

Lt. Col. Fred M. Warren Bx: O,

Lt. Col. Ernest L. Smith Agst., Ex. 0,
Capt. Norwood G. Read -2

Mzjor Richard D. Gillis 5-3

Hajor Carl M, Corbin 5-4

Hajor Glenn G. Hairston Surgeon

the troops attached to the Command at that time were:

58th Armored Infantry Bn.
40 th Tank Bn.
C/55rd irmored Engineer Bn.;

the CP of the Command was located at Houssonloge; and CCR, within

the 7th Armored Division, was in Corps Reserve (XVIII Corps AJB),
prepared for commitment on Division order. (reference is made to
#ifter ?ction Report™ for the month of December 1944, previously sub-
mitted.

Jan 1. Preparations completed, and units CCR began movement to
new assembly area, vicinity Oneux (486104).

Jan 2. CCR closed in new assembly area, CP closed at Houssonloge
1100, and opened at Oneux a2t 1155. Lt. Col. Smith relieved from atchd
Hg. CCR. C.0, CCR presented Bronze Star ribbons to three enlisted
men of this Headgquarters.

Jan 6. Lt. Walter H. G. Weissenberger assigned, and joined CCR
4s liaison officer, 1200. One officer and one HCO each unit attended
four hour refresher course in Defense against chemical Varfare, con-
ducted by Division Chemical Officer, 1300-1700.

Jan 7-8. Artillery F.0. school 1500-1600 each day, conducted

by instructors furnished by 440th. On the 8th, Major Bowman, Ex.

O., 9th Armored Group, zrrived =zt this CP to discuss the matter of
assignment of personnel in that Group to this Commend.

Jan 10. B/814 attached =2t 1125. Detachment 4, 9th Armored Group,
consisting of 6 officers, 1 Warrant Officer, and 61 enlisted men

closed and reported at 2000, pursuant to par. 1 GO No. 4 Hq. XVIII (AB)
Corps, dated 10 Jan 45,

Jan 11. At 1045 the C.O., CCR, welcomed the Officers and enlisted
men from the 9th Armored Group to CCR, -oriented them all on the general
and special situations, and explained their duties, ete. D (=) 203
attached at 1200.

Jan 12. Units CCR began movement to new assembly area vicinity
Lambermont. )

and opened a2t Lambermont at 1020. Ren attached at 1500.

Jan 13. CCR closed in new assembl area. CP closed ct Oneux,ﬂxé;
(STtg



' '
Jan 14. C/35 ii'iieved from attached =t 8. .
Jan 15. Units alerted for move to new arca, and billeting details
gent forward for reconnaissance, viec Xhoffraix,

Jan 16. Mzcjor Charles R. Groant, recently assigned to this Divi-
sion, azrrived a2t CP, to spend two days with this Command. C.0. held
staff and commanders meeting. :

During the veriod January 3 to 13, while locuted in the vicinity
of Oncux, CCR prepared, conducted, and supervised smz=1ll Task Force
problens 3designed to cemphasize the control, operetion, und communicztion
50 necessary in the Tunk-Infuntry-Engineer-irtillery Team, During the
entire period reconnaissances to new assembly orecs, and probable gectors
of commitment, were conaucted extenaivel;. Miintenance of vehicles

and weapons, =nd complube stowage were stressed. Grousers were instolled
as aveilable, and specizl cleats were “elaca on =211 track laying vehicles.
Combat vehicles were painted white. All of such work w2s essential

for obvious reasons, ies., the fe@zen and slippery condition of roud-
ways and the snov covered terrain. The commanding officer made many
personal reconnaissances, and conducted Staff and Commander's meetings
to keep 211 informed of the scituation and the contemplated role of CCR.
All units were a2lerted for possible movement during this vneriod.

Jan 20. Command began movemznt to new area ot 0500, closing at
1300. CP CCR closed at Lambermont 0900 and opened ot Xhoffraix at
1105. Becausc of the inclement weather (freezing and snow) authority
was obtained from Corps to use an alternate route. At 1400, the 3%8th
and B/814 were zlerted for further movement and ultimately moved to
Waimes. An advanced CP CCR wes established in Vaimes ct 174S5.

Jan 21, &t 0518 the 38th was placed on & 1 hour zlert which &t
0635 upon direction of C.G. 7 A.D. was changed to an immedizte zlert.
The C.0. and S-3 of 38 were directed to report to C.G. CCB wund =t
0855 the 38 was detached from this Commend and attached to CCB., At
1040 the 87th was alerted and ultimately moved to VVaimes. Advancea CP
CCR was moved to location previously occupied by €CB in VWaimes 2t
1415. 411 units were alerted for movement throughout the day, and
were leap frogged from one rear position to another more =dvunce, from
vicinity Xhoffraix to vic YV uimes.

Jan, 22. At °'0340 CCR. was directed to be prepared to move on
order to the S and SE. AtL0800 the 508 PIR (reinf) was attachcd,
and the Command made responsible for the defensive positions then
hecld and occupied by CCA, effective at 0900, Pursuant to such direc-
. tive, CO CCR, ordered his advanced CP moved to Montenau; the 87th
reconnoiter area Montenau-Evalange for secondary defensive positions;
the 40th displace forward with one Company in the Montenau-Evalange
area, and the remainder in mobile reserve Waimes-Bruyers; C/33
recohnoiter all roads in our sector &nd make recommendations for their
repair; D/203 to offer AAA protection to the 40th in bivouae; CCR
rear move to Waimes; and all trains consolidatqﬁ vicinity Xhoffruix,
By 1015 the advanced CP had -been estzblished in Hontenau cnd the 87th
had completed its reconnaissance. Contact was established with the
23rd RCT 2nd plans completed for transfer of sector responsibility,
and relief of troops then holding. Although CCR assumed responsibility

for thc defensive sector at not relieved until}?
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,RCT)'arrivedrat'CEﬁfCR and ‘was informed that ' 9.«CCR had already ré??&

1540, due to misunderstanding. At this time, Jitw Gbl. Tuttle (25rd ‘..

ported to the 2nd “wnf. Div. that CCR had assumed responsibility. . i
Reconnaissances were conducted throughout the day by all units - and:. *;
plans formulated for an attack on st. vith., C€.0. CCR conducted staff-g,
and commanders meeting =t which such Plans were discussed. !

Jan 25. At 0100 the 48th (-) and C/814 were attached, in position.
41 0300 all unit commanders at CP CCR discussed plan for attack on St.
Vith. The plan called for coordinated attack,’ (=), with one Co.
medium tanks attached on the north (left) flank; and the'4fth (=) with?
one Co. medium tanks attached, on the south (right) flank,.51 £3th to
advance rapidly and aggressively, seize and hold high ground NE of St
Vith, and 23sist in the advance off®¢. The’@¥th to seize St. Vith,
irtillery plan discussed with C.0. 434 called for 15 minutes intensive
barrage all available artillery on St. Vith, a2 continuous barrage of
one Bn. until arrival of foot troops at edge of town, and shifting of
artillery to Wallerode and other predetermined locations, 411 plans
were drawn for the attack, and at 0950 C.0. CCR was informed that CCB

,would seize the objective. 48 (-), C/814, C/35 detached CCR znd
#attached CCB at 0950. A4t 1230 C.0. CCR issued following order to C.O.
87 "CCB attacks at 1400 to seize St. Vith. CCR moves rapidly into St.

Vith and patrols the exits S and E. 87 with B and D/40 zttached will
proceed immediately to initial assembly area Ndr. Emmels to arrive not
later than 1430. Procced forward on St. Vith Rd. as traffic conditions
permit, to vic. Henninger, continue on same road, on mission, on order
C.0. CCR, estzblish direct liaison with 30 Inf. Div. Don't close SW

of woods in grid square 84 until definitely approved by 50 Div or
ordered by C.0. CCR, ' B/40 will be committed only.on order C.0. CCR,¥
4t 1505 the 508 PIR (reinf.) was detached from CCR and made responsible

for the defensive sector formerly the responsibility of this Command.

e

4/40 was attached to 508, to be used only in case of counter attack by
eneny troops.

At 1055 C.G. CCB requested this Command to hove C/33 clear the road
Ndr. Emmels - St. Vith. C.0. CCR established advanced ep with CP 87

-

it Ndr. Emmels. "Plans completed and reconnaigsance patrol, 87, sent
~out to 8, SE, and E St. Vith. .

Jan 24. At 0315 C.0. CCR was directed to withdraw all cavalry
patrols previously sent out, so that artillery could fire missions, this
wes accomplished at 0553. Information that supporting Engincers, sweep-
ing snow from the roadway had uncovered box mines and deposited then
in dangerous locations on the side of the rozd wes relayed to Div. with
& recuest that the same engineers be employed in their removal. This
was ultimately done. At 1045 the 87 was directed to make rapid ex-
ploitation through St. Vith to the SE, mounted, if possible, otherwise
dismounted. Subsequently, it was determined not feasible to make any
mounted movement thru St. Vith, because of total destruction there.

At 1500 C.0. CCR returned from commanders meeting at Division with an
entirely new plan of operations and announced that 40 (-B) was now
attached to 424th RCT, and D/87 was attached to CCB; the balznce of
CCR (now consisting of 87 (-D) and B/40) relieved of =11 previous
conmittments and now in Div.-Reserve. At 1710 B/814 was placed in
direct éupport of the 424 RCT ‘during attack, and™until the 424 reached
its-objective, at which latter time B/814 would revert to CCR.




Blements of 87 * cconnzisscnce vatrols) re: ted wnd occudied Divi-
‘sion objective "Nina ., without encountering oppc stion. However, ot
approximately 1800 information was received from such patrols that they
had been driven back approximately 400 yards by enemy force consisting
of 30-40 infantry supported by 4 tanks. During tae engagement our
patrols inflicted casualties on the enemy and took 11 prisoners. By
1955 these patrols h.d gained contact with leading elemenits CCD and

hed guided them to position, aigh ground cbout 400 yards north of "niaa".
The combined troops then regoined the objective und 87 patrols uere to
be relieved. However, before such relief wuis effected enemy forces
ag=in drove our itroops from their position and the 87 pairols were
directed to remzin with elements CCB during the night and assist in the
recopture and organization of the objective. 4t 2045 this Command was
directed to organize a small task force to consist of 1/87, 1/B/31, 1/D/2035
- and to move such Force into z2n assembly arca vic llontenau before day-
1light, prepared to move on 1 hour's notice to relieve clements 424 then
in Ebertange. B/8l4 was directed to supnort the coantemplated attack
424, from its present position. B/31 attached CCR at 2100. The Forco
Commander (C.0. 4/87) contacted C.0. 1lst Bn. 424 ot 2300 and orranged
81l details, including communication and relief; and the Force organized
as recuired closed in its assigned area cbout 2400. ALlthough it was
anticipated and eurlier directed that all elements of the 87 be with-
drawn during the night, subsecuent orders directed that they remain in
position and continue their patrolling missions until recalled.

Jan 25. Llements 87 remained in position, and assisted CCB in the
attaeck on "Nina%". B/8l4 wag relieved from support of the 424 RCT at
1730.

Jan 26, Lt. VWeissenberger on S/D with 7 4D returned to duty this
command. B/87 was dirccted to relieve 4/87 from defensive positions
Evertunge when 424 ECT moved out of that arew. 4t 1058 B/40 moved to
vie Born and executed defensive plan previously determined upon, closed
in that areca 1%50. D (-)/203 znd 87 (-) detached from CCR at 2000.
Billeting details were called for late in the night by Div, indiceting
a projected move.

Jan 27. Billeting detzils reported to Div TP at 0900 and received
instructions respecting move to Lupen. Billeting details from all
attached units CCR assembled at CP CCR MHontenau and departed at 0930
under control S-1, CCR, for reconnzissance vic Zupen. 58 relecased to
CCR from commitment in combat moved to zn assembly area vig Libertingen,
and closed there at 1400. At 1640, the 38 was recalled by CCB, detached
from CCR, and directed to move at once to St. Vith zreu. Ultimately
the 38 was recommitted znd remained under CCB control the entire night.
it 1800 the force in Bibertingen (B/87 reinf) was relieved of its
defensive mission and elements thereof immedictely rejoined parent
organizations. At the same time, and by same order (G-3, 7 iD) B/31
and B/87 were relicved of attached CCR. CCR directed not to begin move-
ment to new arca prior to 281230. Upon arrival in new area CCR to be
composed of 38, 40, C/33, D (-)/203, /8.«

Jan 28. Harch order for move to LEupen issued. C/33 directed to
precede main body and make such roud repairs (snow drifts, etc.) as _!jf
needed to insure uninterruvted advance of column. 38 to join CCH in
Bupen when relicved by C.G. CCB. Leading elementis CCR crossed IP, Ligneu-
ville 1300. CP closed Hontenau 1500 gxed Eupen same time; CCR (-38)

; g " :
FR AR



. :
closed in new ass ' »ly area 1930. Tteather ecc and snow, visibility
poor, condition ox roads slippery. OCR relcuaved from attached XVIII
Corps (4/B) and attached V Corps upon arrival in new area,

Jan 29. 38 reled®d by C.G. CCB at 0030, =ssemblad vic Born and
crossed IP there at 0300, and closed new assembly zrea Baelen 0800.
58 was given remzinder of doy for rest and rehabilitation. 40 and
other units performed lst echeloan mointencnce vehicles, weapons, and
radios., ©5-3 CCKR made reconnazissance of range facilities V Corps.

Jan 30. 0830 Staff and Conmmanders meeting. C.0. CCL brisfed
all present on cnemy and friendly information in new sector, ond
discussed the Corps plan; and directed that all officers, to and
include company level, be thoroughly informed. Commanders were
directed to muke minute terrain study and consider possible uses of
CCR in the Corps plan. B/8l4 and 40th conducted range prmctice and
test firing.

Jan 31. All units conducted maintcnace, continued training,
and attended showing of TF "Germany¥.

At 2400 at the close of the period for which this report is sub-
mitted, the staff of CCR was composed of:

Col. Francis P, Tompkins c.0,

Lt. Col. Fred M. Viarren Ex. 0.

Capt. Horwood G. Read c=2

Hajor Richard D, Gillis 5-3

Capt. Jemes Vi. Gooley, Jr. Agsgt. S-3 & Com. O,

Hajor Carl H, Corbin S-4

Capt. Olaf ¥. Christopherson isst. S=-4 and Ho. Co.
Commander.

Major Glenn G. lluirston Surgeon

Cupt. George Vogel Dental Officer

Capt. John L. Fellows, Jr. Liaison Officer

troop list was as follows:

58th Armored Inf. DBn.

40th Tank Battalion

C/33rd Armored Engr. Bn.

D/205rd AA4 (AV) Bn.

B/gi¢ TLAAN. :
the CP of the Command was located ot Bupen end the Command (within
the Div.) was in V Corps Rcserve.

FOR THE COHUANDING OFFICER:

ol
A"‘fa d. WAREEN,

Lt. Col., Cavalry
Executive Officer

5 Inclosures: ?/D

Inel. #1 Journzl, CCR, 7
Incl. #2 8-3 Per. Rpt.,
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t e HEADQUARTERS CCR
7TH ARLCRED DIVISION

a.ASS]F[CA]'mN REMOVED % 257, v.c.im

R8 February 1?45
L'.

SUBJECT : AFTER ACTION REPORT, iONTY OF FEBRUARY, 1945 gﬁ* 4
TO

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D.C. ff o
(THROUGH CHANNELS) Ly

During the period of February 1945, CCR, 7th Armored Division,
. Operated in Belgium end Germany. All tactical employment was in the
Strauch - Steckenborn - Schmidt (Germzny) arez.

Abbreviations used in this report include unit designations
as follows:

7th AD 7th Armored Division

CCR Combat Command M"R"

40th 40th Tank Battalion

38th 38th Armored Infentry Bn.

434th 434 Armored F.lA. BEn.

33rd 33rd Armored Engineer En.
- 87th 87th Cav. Ren. Sq.

203rd 203rd AAA (AW) Bn.

8l4th 814th TD Bn.

78th 78th Inf. Div. '

309 309 Inf Regt - 78 Inf. Div. S
210 310 Inf Regt - n n n fs
311 311 Inf Regt - n n k
303 303 Eng Regt - 1 n n o
102 102nd Czv. Grouv o

<
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. At the beginning of the period for which thisﬂreport is subnmitted
the staff of CCR 7th Armored Division, was composed of:-

Cel. Francis P. Tompkins C.0.

Lt. Col. Fred M. Werren Ex. 0.

Cept. Norwocd G. Read S=2

ke jor Richerd D. Cillis S=3

Mz jor Carl ¥. Corbin S=4

Capt. James ¥#. Gooley, Jr. Lsst S-3 and Com. O.

Capt. Olaf W. Christopherson hsst. €-4 end Ho. Co.
Commender.

¥e jor Glenn G. Hairston surgeon

Capt. George Vogel Dental Cfiicer

Cept. John L. Fellows, Jr. Liaison Officer

the troops atteched to the Commend were:

38th Armored Inf. BEn.
40th Tenk Battalion

C/33 Armored Engineer Bn.
D/203 ahk (AW) En.

B/81L TD Bn.

the CP of the Commend was loczted at Eupen, Belgium; 2nd CCR, within
the 7th Immorecd Division, was in V Corps Reserve, prepered for commit-
ment separetely from the Division, on order of V Corps (Reference is
made to M"After Zction Report" for the month of Januery 1945.)

2 Februzry 1945

1810: C.0. CCR directed to report to CP V Corps at 1930. TUpon
reporting there at the designated time he was informed respecting the
Corps plen, end probable cttachment CCR to 78.

3 Februery 1945

0830: Staff end Commenders meeting, 21l units CCR reprecsented.
C.0. CCR discusced the Corps rlen, and briefed 211 present respecting
friendly end enemy dispositions, new troop lists, boundiries, end
objectives, etc. He further directed that £l] units mcke reconnaissance
of the projected zone of ection, snd meke snd maintein lieison with
elements of the 78.

0900: C.0. CCR directed to report to C.C. 7€ at 1000, et which
time he was informed of the 78 plan.

0925: C.0. CCR, from CP 78, pleced Commend on 4 hour zlert status.

1300: Staff and Commanders meeting. C.0. CCR briefed those
present in the plzn of 78, and the mission of this Commend. He directed
C.0. C/33 to revort 2t once to Engineer 78, in order to properly coordi-
nate zll engineer zctivities; snd all commenders to complete their re-
connaissznce as soon as possible. Warning order was issued stating
that z2n zdvence CP would be established during the z2fternomn of the 4th,
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and thet movement of t ‘ops would start shortly t' rezfter so =s to be
Prepered to attack at _..rst light 5 Februzry.

1600: CCR attached to 78.
2045: 3/310 attached to CCR.
2055: A/87 attached to CCR.

4 Februery 1945

0815: Staff and Commenders meeting 2t which C.0. CCR issued his
verbel order for march to new azrea and plsn for the attack. He directed
a night merch to close in the attack position just prior to H hour in
order to (1) attzin meximum emount of surprise and (2) provide meximum
emount of rest for ell personnel. For other deteils of the order see
copy of written order confirming fregmentery oral orders (incl. #5).

1430: Advenced CP CCR opered Konzen, Germeny - and thus CCR re-
turns to Germeny after an absence since 17 Dec, wnen it was ordered
from the Ubach erea to participzte in the "Battle of the Bulge.™

2345: One light tenk with crew attached to 309 for lizison and
communication purposes.

During the period 1-4 Februery zll units CCR were engaged primsr-
ily in preparation for use by V Corps, having been forewzrned and sent
early to the Eupen crea for such purpose. During the interim of arrival
in that area and actual commitment, trooups vere engaged in meintenence
of vehicles, radios, and weapons; test firing of weapons of newly eccui-
red vehicles; range practice; instruction in the removal of mines and
booby traps; removal of white paint from vehicles (snow camouflzge);
and eree reconnalilssance within the zone of contemplceted esttack.

On the 4th, time was available for route reconnaissance to the new
area. All officers, domn to and including platoon leaders, were re-
ouired to participate in such recommnaissance during daylight to
femiliarize themselves with route to assembly area, route to LD, end
terrain features in sector of operations. Contactwas mede and liecison
effected with units of 78, particulerly 309, 311; and the Command
otherwise prepared for commitment. In anticipation of the organization
of 3 task forces B/4A0 and 1/B/814 were attached to 3/310 and reported
to the C.0. thereof 041100. This afforded opportunity in daylight for
any organization desired within the task force, and time for coordi-
nation of communications, etc.

5th Februsry 1945

CCR, with 3/310 attached, prepared to attack 050700 Feb 45 to
seize and secure assigned objectives (Strauch and Steckenborn initi-
ally) within its zone znd clear such zone of enemy troops. The Command
was organized into three Task Forces, IE.,

McDANIEL TF_LUTZ TF_BRO
ggth 8 3/310 40 i-B & C)
C/40 B/40 A/8
/s/a e/at (svt) /8 Y
S -
LAk (ER) 4 D/203 E-g
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TF Lutz was orgenived the day previcusly (as sndicated above) and
Wes elreezdy in atteck  sitions, all other troops © the Command were
ir the Fupen area, and vere required to be moved.

0001: Leading elements TF McDeniel crossed IP at Eupen enroute to
attack position viecinity Simmerath, Germeny, and cloced there at 0440.
CP TF McDaniel, Simmerath.

0400: Leading elements TF Brown crossed IP enroute to reserve

assembly positions vicinity INGENBROICH, and closed ot 0650. cCP
established there.

0630: TF Lutz crossed LD under cover of darkness and by 0700 re-
rorted in position on objective DOT (010245) without opposition. He
wes directed not to advance until ordered to do so by C.0. @®.

0640: C.G. 78 cancelled artillery preperation., He stzated that all
early reports were that units were unopposed and reaching objectives with
little or no organized resistence, and that he desired to conserve arty
eammunition if tlere were no enemy troops in sector.

0700: TF McDaniel lsunched attack and crossed LD, (Witzerath-
Kesternich Road).

0730: Advenced CP CCR closed Konzen, opened Simmerath.

0800: TF McDeniel reported position (012267) 400 yards NE object-
ive Hedy, no opposition encountered. C.O. CCR thereupon directed TF
Lutz to proceed on his next assigned mission, objective Peggy (Steckenborn).

0920: C.C. 78 directed that when TF Lutz ocupied his position Peggy,
(Steckenborn) had it clesred and consolidsted, TF McDeniel would relieve
it and assume responsibility for that sector, and ultimstely relieve
elements of the 311 in vicinity Hechelsheid.

0947: TF McDeniels reported progress with 1little opposition on
objective Hedy (Strauch).

1010: 78 announced completion of Phase I of its plan and directed
thaet Phase II become operational.

1035: TF Lutz on SW edge of objective Peggy (Steckenborn) reported
recelving small arms fire from occupied pill boxes to the east.

1100: TF McDanBl reported all opposition overcome znd objective
Hedy (Strauch) cleared and secure.

1110: TF Lutz reported continued progress and by 1155 the west
edge of his objective was cleared and patrols were dispatched to gain
contact with TF McDeniel.

1220: TF Lutz directed by C.0. CCR to continue anq increase his
pressure to the east, where it was reported he was meeting increzasing
opposition from enemy instzlled in pill boxes a2nd strong points.

1225: TF McDaniel reported objective "Mae" (016293) secured and
that patrols had been sterted to the N to gain contact with elements %?

of 78.
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1300: TF Lutz repc-ted held up by mine field ~-d smell zrns fire
from pill boxes. C.0. ¢ .i directed immedizte emplo, ent of avsilesble
ID's and tenks, by direct fire on strong poirts - 2nd continue mission
aggressively.

1645: Last enemy orgenized resistance overcome and TF Lutz reported
Steckenborn cleared and secure.

1745: C.0. CCR directed TF Commanders to consolidate positions for
the night, McDaniel to give particular zttention to the north and northeast,
and Lutz to the northeast and east; and further directed that licDaniel be
prepered to relieve Lutz the following morning.

2000: C.O0. CCR, acting C.0. 38 conferred with C.0. 310 at his CP
and discussed plans for the attack on Hechelsheid. It was agreed that
CCR assist and support the attach of the 310 by attaching certzin armor,
and that the attack would be launched at 0600 the following day.

2050: CCR directed to send patrols to SE, make contezct with and
provide security in conjunction with the 102, vicinity Ruhrberg.

6 February 19.5
0600: 1/B/814, 1/B/40 attached to TF Lutz.

0755: TF McDaniel reported C/38 moved from Strauch to gain contact
with and relieve TF Lutz in Steckenborn.

0815: TF McDaniel instructed to send out patrols to N and E, observe
road condition, road blocks and obstructions, mines, and whether under
enenmy fire.

0815: TF Brown (-) (CCR Reserve) moved to and closed in vic
Simmerath.

0915: TF Lutz relieved. 3/310 released to Regimentel control and
c.0. 310, C.G. 78, so notified. All other attachments to Lutz reverted
to parent organizations.

1010: Truck 7 Ton (not of this Commend) destroyed by running over
mine on road Simmerath, and 78 requested to furnish engineers to sweep
road Simmerath - Steckenborn.

The following attachments to TF McDaniel were effected as indicated.

1015: A/87
1035: D/203
1200: 1/B/814

1315: TF McDaniel relieved elements 78 in Hechelsheid and assumed
responsibility for that sector. Patrols immediately dispatched to obj-
ective 112 (0426) and assumed control thereof at 1600 after contact hzd
been effected with 2/311 at that time.

1700: CP TF McDaniel closed Simmerath, opened Steckenborn.
1737: C.0. CCR directed hourly patrols on road (020282) - (029291).

1 D)
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1820: - 78 inforr this Command that the en 7 had infiltrated at
(030282), all of our units instructed.

1842: TF McDaniel directed to establish defensive position, along
general line (028292) - (048273).

7 February 1945

1100: 1/C/33 detached 38 and reverted to company control.
1445: C.0. CCR directed to report to C.G. 78.

1505: 102 extended its northern boundary to (043263) and TF Mc-
Danlel relieved of responsibility for everything south thereof.

1550: 303 requested 2nd granted use of two tank dozers 40.
1705: Contact point for 38 - 102 changed to (046270).
2120: C/33 attached 38.

2240: B/814 attached 38, C.0., CCR directed C,0. 38 organize small
TF consisting of 1/38, 1/40, 1/B/8l4, 1/C/33 to be held in assembly area
as mobile reserve and to be comitted only on order C.0. CCR.

78 operations plsn for following day discussed with commanders and
C.0. 38 warned his mission would be to "mop up" and comb the area passed
through by the 78.

8 February 45

0400: 38 and 102 effected contact and 38 relieved of responsibility
for sector south of point (048273).

0630: 2 tank dozers 40 attached 303 for use this date.

0800: TF Meads orgenized as mobile reserve, administratively
attached to TF lMcDaniel, but to be committed only on order C.0. CCR.

1045: Capt Goldmen NUSA historizn, visited CP CCR.

1425: This Command informed by Corps that the 9th Div. was moving
up into our sector and that such Div had priority on 211 billets in
Strauch.

1715: C/33 directed to perform road mzintenance highway Simmerath -
Schmidt, and also clear battery areas 434 of mines.

9 February 45

1400: Quota of one officer and one EM on D/S to medium bomber
base for 10 days to study air-ground communications and liaison, received.

10 February 1945

1200: CCR relieved of attached 78. Command (-40 & B/8l4) alerted
for move and return to Bupen. Commend reverted to Div. control, Corps

4
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1410: Informed tr=t movement not authorizedg, “»ecauce of condition
of roids. :

11 Februar
0910: C.0. CCR reported to C.G. Corps, for operational instructions.

1155: C.0. CCR, from CP V Corps, stated that because our troops vere
unable to move from the area anyway, it was considered likely that the
38th at least would be employed in a2 pending operaztion. He therefore
directed the 38 be attached to 102, time of attachment to be announced;
that the attachment, if efiective, was to be for & particular mission
(river crossing) and that the C.0. 38 report to C.0. 102, at Kesternich,
at 1400, for deteils and instructions.

1400: Ex. 0. CCR, Ex. 0. 38, S-3 38, reported to C.0. 102 as
directed, and were informed of the details for contemplated river cross-
ing, and role of 38. Liaison was established between 38 - 102, radio
communication was provided for and recomneissance initiated by co
Commanders C.0Q0. 38 made an aerialreconnaissance of sector of operation.

1623: (G-3 V Corps announced that plans for the river crossing were
abolished and operation canceled - therefore attachment of 38 to 102 would
not become effective. After proper confirmation of this directive,
troops were notified and liaison with 102 was severed.

2325: (G=3 this Division phoned and stated that roads were in such
poor condition we were called upon to furnish details for road maintenance
and were directed that the 40th furnish 300 men, exclusive of supervisors
(non-coms., etc.) to work under te& 164 Engr. Bn. (C), whose CP was at
Malmedy; and the 38 furnish 300 men (exclusive of supervisors), to work
under the 148 Engr. Bn. (C) whose CP was ot Stavelot, Rerresent:stives
of each of our Bns vere directed to report to the respective Eng. Bn.

CP's at first 1ligt, receive instructions and arrange for billeting of men
ne~r base of work, and provide for 9 days stay.

Esch Bn was directed to use its own organic transportation to mexi-
rmum, but was informed that G-4 would furnish any additional trucks recuir-
ed for this detzil. FEngineers to furnish necessary tocls.

During the period 041600 - 101200 Feb 45 CCR was attached to 78 for
operations in the Simmerath area, and assisted in the nBattle of the Dams".
In the first day's action the Command wes charged with the seizure of
Strauch and Steckenborn, and protection of the 78 S and SE flanks. These
missions were satisfactorily accomplished, without delzy. On the second
day CCR supported elements of the 78 in attack on and capture of
Hechelsheid. Thereafter, the mission of this Command was more of a
supporting and reserve role. Petrols were frequent - mopping up opera-
tions zfter 78 had initi=lly passsed thru en area - and reconnaissance &nd
screening to the E and SE were specific missions. During the first two
days, when CCR had an independent essigned objective the following
results obtained:

2 - Towns ceptured (Assisted in epture 1 other)
3 - 88MM Guns destroyed

6 - 75MM (HD) Guns destroyed.

3 - MG's captured.
20 - Small Arms captured.

D -

60Mi Field Pieces captured (abandoned)
10 = Occupied Pill Boxes knocked out. //)/
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16 - unoccugded Pill Box- overrun znd scorched.

N : 162 - Enemy captured. . 5\
. 25 - Enemy known kiled. \
and our own losses were
5 - Wounded
2 = Tanks immobiligzed by mines.

After release from attached 78 on 10 Feb, the command was unable to
move from Vic Simmerath because of the condition of a1l roads, and on 11
Feb it was zlerted for further commitment. It was contemplated znd
planned that CCR be attached to 102 to assist and support such unit in
the projected river crossing at (046240) . However, after plans were
mzde and reconnaissance completed, the operation was canceled.

12 Februarg 45

Road maintenance details dispatched to respective areas. Advance
CP CCR closed Simmerath 1600 and rejoined mein CP at Fupen, closed there

at 1818.
13 February 45

C.0. CCR departed for England on Army order. Ex. 0. assumed

temporary commend.
1 ebrusry 4

1200 A/87 moved from Steckenborn area to Limbourg and released
from attached CCR, reverted to squadron control.

16-17 Februsry 1945

L1]l commanders end respective staffs participated in CPX conducted
by Div.
21 February 1945

0800: Staff and Commenders meeting, all units CCR represented.
Discussed general plan and schedules for road maintenance, and stressed
importance thereof; anticipated operations generally in V Corps and
adjacent Corps; all officers directed to make careful terrain study
Heimbach - Fuskirchen - Zulpich - Sistig - Kell arez.

1820: C.O. CCR returned to duty from England, and resumed Command.
28 February 45

0800: C.0. CCR notified Division - SHAEF Recerve.
1800: A1l troops employed on road meintensnce detsils relieved

from such duty and returned to units. Division released SHAEF Reserve
and revert Corps control.

{4



.During tite period : .28 Feb 45 the Commend fur shed &n everzge of
approximetely 750 men daily on road meintenance projects in the Nalmedy -
Stevelot - Elsenborn arese. In adaition, those men not o employed were
engaged in meintenance of vehicles, weapons, and radios; a2ll tsnks were
ecuipped #ith camouflege wire netting and infantry carrying devices;
demonstrations end trainingconducted, esvecislly by crew members of
vehicles &nd weapons.

At 2400 at the close of the period for which this report is sabmitted,
the staff of CCR was as indiczted at the beginning of the period, es
sho¥n on page 2 hereof; the troop list was as follows:

38th Armored Inf. Bn.
40th Tank BEn.
C/33 frmored Engr. Bn.
B/81. TD Bn.
D/203 (-) 2AA (AW) Bn.

the CP of the Commend wes located &t Eupen (Belgium); and the Coﬁmand,
within the Division, wzs in V Corps Reserve.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICIR ¢

/“
GZﬁukif}w@AJdﬁﬁinﬁi
“FRED 1. WARRFN,

Lt. Col., Cavelry

Executive Officer

6 Inclosures:

Incl. #1 Journal, CCR, 7th AD, Feb 45

Incl. #2 S-3 Per. Rpt., CCR, 7th AD, Feb 45.
Incl. #3 Incoming Msgs. CCR, 7th AD, Feb A45.
Incl. #4 Outgoing Msgs. CCR, 7th 4D, Feb 45.
Incl. #5 Opn. Instr.

Incl. #6 S-2 Report, CCR, 7th AD, Feb 45.



~ CLASSIFICATION REMOVER

HEADQUARTERS
RESERVE COMMAND "
SEVENTH ARMORED DIV.
APO 257, U.S. ARMY

2 April 1945
SUBJECT: AFTER ACTION REPORT, MONTH OF MARCH 1945

T0 : THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON, 25, D.C.
(THROUGH CHANNELS)

At the beginning of the period for which this report is sub-
mitted, the staff of CCR, 7th Armored Division consisted of:

Col. Francis P. Tompkins c.0.

Lt. Col. Fred M. Warren Ex, O,

Major Norwood G. Read S=2

Major Richard D. Gillis S-3

Major Carl M. Corbin S~-4

Capt. James W. Gooley Agst S-3 & Comm O.

Capt. Olaf W, Christopherson Agst S-4 & Hq. Co. Comdr.

Major Glenn G. Hairston Surgeon

Capt. George Vogel Dental Officer

Capt. John L, Fellows, Jr. Liaison Officer

Lt., Walter G. Weissenberger Liaison Officer to Div.,
Headquarters

Troops attached to the Command were®

48th Armored Infantry Battalion
38th Armored Infantry Battalion
40th Tank Battalion

B/814 Tank Destroyer Battalion
C/33 Armored Engineer Battalion
D/20% AAA (AW) Battalion

i March 19495

Command assembled in area. Lammersdorf, Steckenborn, Simmerath,
Germany, just West of the Roer River,

A\

1-6 March i2§§

Period devoted to maintenance, training in small unit tactics and
tank-inf coordination with special emphasis on carrying inf on tanks.
Units test fired new wpns and conducted technical training on indivi-
dual and crew sgserved wpns.

‘Ma 5

Command moved to new assy posns E of Roer R in vie Wallershein,
Germany. 38th Armored Inf. Bn. detached CCR and attached cgg 2300,
O

.'\.I
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Ma

40th Tank Bn. detached CCR w.nd attached CCB 0700. 87th Cav.
Ren Sgdn., 48th Armored Inf. Bn., 440 and 434 AFA Bns attached 0700,
Command as newly constituted moved to new 488y posns vic Ollhein,
Germany, clwsing 1930. 48th irmored Infantry Bn., plus 1/B/814
continued march to Witterschlick, Germany, closing 2030,

Plans were completed for attack to E; to jump off at first

light 9 March 45.
9 March 1945

: 48th AIB plus 1/B/814 attacked 06350 passing through elms 60th
RCT along the general N-S line through (515338). Attack was made
with two companys in assault; one in reserve. Assault companys eche-
loned to right rear. Attack progressed rapidly with no opposition
and by the ond of the day the towns of Dottendorf and Freisdorf, on
the W bank of the Rhine River had been occupied and defensive posns
established and contact made with 87ta Cav. Ren. Sqdn. on right,

87ta Cav. Ren. Sgdn plus 1/C/33 furnished Adv. Guard and Rear
Guard for march to new posns, vic Rottgen, Germany; reconnoitered
routes to Bonn and Bad Godesberg; outposted W bank Rhine River in
zone. CC CP opened Rottgen 1215. Tank Testroyer and Engineer
attachments were released 1720 end reverted to company control,

Ma 945

Command relvd of responsibility for defense of W bank of Rhine
River by CCB 1030. 48th AIB, 87th Cav. Recn. S.dn., B/814 TD Bn, de-
tached effective at 1050. Hgs. CCR, C/33, and D/203 AAA moved at
1050 to assy posn vic Miel, Germany, closing 1200, whereupon C/33
reverted to Bn. control., 40th Tk. Bn. attached 1200 moved to assy
posn vic Heldgen closing 1450.

11 March 1945

38th AIB and 87 Cav. Ren. Sqdn. attached CCR 1900, in place.
Adv, CP CCR moved to Bad Godesberg, closing 1900.

- M 945

Troops of CC remained in defensive posns along W bank Rhine
Ri?el‘.

B/203 AAA (AW) attached 151500 March with primary mission of
defense of fwd arty in town of Melheim, Germany.

40th, B/814, Troop E/87 and AG'g/58 supported fires of Div.
Arty.

58ta AIB established patrol contact with 78 Inf. Div. on E
bank Rhine River.

Traffic control points were established vic Bad Godesberg.,

1/B/87 attached 161800 and placed under operational control
38th AIB.

Command relvd from all security responsibility ¥ bank Rhine R
232000 March 1945,

C/33 atchd and 87th Ren Sidn. detached 242000 March 1945.
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£8 March 1945

Command moved to new assy posns vie Notscheid, Germany clos-
ing 250020 March 1945. i

B/87, C/51, A/48, C/814 (-2 Plats), 72' 998 Tdwy Br. Co.
atechd 250900,

Organized three (3) Task Forces 251200 composed as follows:

TF BROW TF GRIFFI TF JORDAN
40 (-2, 2 Plats D) 58 (-A 2nd B) B/87

i/38 A/40 1/D/40
B/38 1/D/40 C/33 (-2 Plw)
B/814 (-1 Plat) c/31 72' Tdwy
1/c/58% A/48

1/B/814

€c/814 (-2 Plats)

1/C/38

Completed plans for attack to the E to secure objs N of Lim-
burg, Germany, emplying two Task Forces abreast on parallel routes
with TF Jordan echoloned to left rear protecting the exposed left

flank.
26 March 1945

TF Brown moved from assy posns vic Notsheid, Germany, crossing
IP Vettleschass at 0200. Attacked from march column and by 0700 had
reached Dierdorf where attack was held up by obstacles in form of
craters and rubble in the streets making it bpassable to tanks through
the town. By 1000, routes had been reconnoitered and town by-passed
to right, attack progressed well and by 1700 eloments were in Oberti-
cfenbach.

TF Griffin moved from assy posns vic Vittleschass, Germany,
crossing IP at 260245 March. Attacked from merch column as per in-
structions. Advance was repid and steady throughout the day and by
1835 had reached Ailertchen.

CCR Headguarters moved from Notscheid at 0100 %o Epgert, clos-
ing 0850,

B/87 provided flank protection of Command; established blocks
at Puderback and Herschback.

At 1240 orders were received to divert the attack NW and se-
cure crossings over the Dill R at Sinn, Edingen, Katzenfurt, however,
IF Brown having made such rapid progress was out of contact and these
orders did not reach him until the next morning.

27 Mapch 1945

IF Griffin continued attack to the E, securcd the crossings
over Dill R at Sinn and Edingen.

TF Brown attacked to the NE and secured crosaings over Dill R
at Katzenfurt., Plans were completed to continue attack to the E to
securing crossings over the Lahn R at Bellnhausen, Roth, Neiderweimer,

28 Mapch 1945

TF Brown launched atk 280035 March 45 from posn along E bank
Dill R vic Katzenfurt, attacking to NE, advancing along route Kolschan,
Oberlemp, Erda, reaching Frankenbach at 0554. Attack continued to
obj vic Bellnhausen and Rbh, seized and secured bridges over Lahn R

)
at 0725. (Task Force Brown split into two (2) sub-task forces (Sweat
—and Walf ﬂ___l_l__A_f.__Bn_'l Inhsnacan

-



. Task Force S; 1t continued attuack to NE “izing bridge at
Roth, continued SE 4. Hachborn and Ebsdorf. S

TF Wolfe continued aik SE to Ebsdorf where TF's Sweat and
Wolfe met. Only scattered and light resistance was encountered
thruout entire operation,

TF Griffin launched attack 0115, crossing LD at Sinn and
advanced along axls Dreisbach, Billersdorf, Altenkrchen, reaching
Mudersbach at 0640, Attack continued ‘to NE Rossbac, Seclbach,
Rolishausen, Lohra, and Wenkbach which was secured at 0854, Atk
was slowed down by stiffcned en resistance who were resisting with
smz2ll arms, machine guns, anti-tank and self-propelled guns. One
anti-tank gun knocked out and en abandoned and destroyed 2 self-
propelled guns and one tiger tank. Objs viec Schrock and Bettshousen
were seized and secured by 1435. Physical contact with 3rd Armored
Div. was made at Marburg at 1330.

29 March 1945

TF Brown in defensive posns vic Bellnhausen and Roth launch-
ed atk March 29 to NE with mission to seize and secure obj vie
Kirchhain, Ammoneburg and Kleinseilheim. Atk advanced rapidly and
at 0600 had secured obj vic Kleinseilheim and Ammoneburg. First en
resistance was encountered to the approaches of bridge at Kirchain.
Town was heavily defended by bazooka teams (firing directly at men),
mortars and small arms, House to house fighting necessary.

IF Beatty was attachned to the Command 1130 to assist in clear--
ing the town. By 1600 TF Beatty had completed an envelopement from
the N and had entered the northern portion of the town.

At 1600 operational control of the troops clearing resistance
in Kirchhain passed to CCB and TF Sweat attached to CCB until re-
sistance had ben cleared. By 1800 all resistance in the town had been
eliminated and TF Sweat returned to control of TF Brown under CCR
and moved to assy area vic Betzicsdorf, :

TF Wolfe continued atk to N to Bracht without opposition,

where he was ordered to consolidate his positions and remain until
first 1light.

TF Griffin from posns vic Schrock and Bettshousen atkd to seize
objs vic of Grosseclheim and Diderwald, crossing LD at 0530, First
en resistance was met apprax 1200 yds south of Bettshausen where a
passive road block was encountered. Final obj secured 0730,

Atk continued to N to seize and secure S bank Eder R in zone.
En resistance stiffened, encountering bazooka teams at Burgein, knock-
ing out one tank. Six (6) en planes over area and dropped one (1)
bomb. Posns were consolidated, Burgein cleared of en and TF Griffin
held in place for night,

30 Maprch 1945

TF Griffin contd atk to N from vic Burgein to seize and se-
cure S ‘bank Eder R. 4tk progressed rapidly and at 1200 was on obj.
No en opposition encountered. Patrols were sent to N bank Eder R.

s
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TF Brown (TF.éieat and Wolfe) launched atk in conjunction
with TF Griffin, met no en opposition., On obj 1200,

TF Wolfe diverted atk 1100 to secure dam at (925882), passed
to operational control CCB 1225 and had secured dam by 1330.

31 March 1945 ‘

IF Wolfe relvd from operational control CCB at 1100. Moved
to assy posn vic Altenlatheim closing 1745,

TF Sweat moved to assy posn vic Frankenau, closing 1820.
1/D/40 remained with 440 AFA Bn for security purpose.

58th AIB moved from defensive posns along S bank Eder R to
assy posns vic Schmittloheim closing 1640. Sent patrols to the N,
NE and NW. ©No contact with the En.

C/35 made road reconnaissance in immediate sector.

Command in ass} posn, resupplied and prepared for employment.

SUMMARY

The attack of 26,27,28,29,30 March 1945 was characterized by
fast moving tank columns with inf mounted on tanks, supported by Tank
Destroyers and Engineers, against light, poorly organized en resis-
tance. The en was caught almost entirely by surprise, and even
though he possessed the means to considerably hinder our advance, he
failed to do so. At the appearance of our tank columns, almost in-
variably, he threw up his hands in surrender or broke and ran.

- During the operation, at least one Mark IV, and two Mark V
tanks, 5-75MM SP guns, 140-motor transports, 5-150MM guns, 6-105MM
guns, 15-240MM guns, 15-88MM guns, 175-horse drawn vehicles, were
destroyed. Many other vehicles and miliions of dollars worth of
equipment was left in the woods beside the roads or overran by the
attack. The prisoners were so numerous that it was impossible to
handle them through normal PW channels and as a result were left to
be picked up by Inf. Divisions moppling up in rear of the attack,

Troop list at close of period as follows:

58th Armored Inf. Bn,
40th Tank Bn.

C/33 Armored Engr. Bn.
B/814 Tank Destroyer Bn,
1/A/87th Ren Sqdn.

CP of the Command was located at Frankenau, Germany; and the
Command, within the Div., was in III Corps.

FOR THE COMMANDING

Inclosures: s :
Inel. #1 Journal, CCR, 7th AD, March RICHARD D, GILLIS
#2 S=5 Per Rpt, CCR, 7 AD, March Major, Ihfantry
#5 Incoming Msgs. CCR, 7 AD, March S-3
#4 Outgoing Msgs., CCR, 7 AD Maxch
#5 Qperations Instructions, CCR, 7th AD, March {15
#6 F.0.'s, CCR, 7th AD, March

. #7 S-2 Material (Periodic, CIC, IPW & MG reports)
u‘ SCP—— T—— - ek s ) 4




Headquarters Ly
RESERVE COLLIAND, 7th ARWD DIV
APO 257, USA

1 liay 1945 \

b S .

, | 5 — _ 'Y
SUBJECT: AFIER ACTLON REPOXT, LONTH OF APRIL 1945 g ;VP -
§0  : THE ADJUTANY GENERAL, WASHINGION 25, D.C. 4 M

(THHOUGH CHANNELS) \\ji !

l. During the period month of April, 1945, CCR, 7th Armore
Division, operated exclusively in Cermany, and all reference
to places herein are therefore in Germany although not speci-
fically so stoted in the body of the HEpoIt. \

2. Appropriate maps to properly read coordinates given nere-
in may be obtained by reference to the Field Order or Uperat-
ions Instructions issued by this headquarters prior to each
operation, or sub-phase thereof, and submitted herewitn as
inclosure No. 5.

3., Abbreviations used in this ieport include unit designai-
ions as foliows:

7th 7th Armored Division

CCA Combat Cormand A, 7th Armored Div,.

CCB Combat Command b, 7th Armored Div.

CCR Combat Command L, 7th Armored Div.

23 3uth Armored inifantry battalion

40 40th Tenk Battalion -

440 44y Armored Field Artillexry Bn.

33 33rd Arwored Engineer Bn.

87 87th Cavalry icn. Squadron

314 8l4th Tank Destroyer csattalion

203 20%rd AAA (Avi) bBn.

2 2nd infentry Divicion

5 hth lnfantry Division

9 9th Infantry Division

95 95th Infentry Divicion

14 104th Infentxry Divicion

295 395th 1nf Regt, 99th Inf Div,

400 400tn Armored iield Artillexry bn.
_._...mcw-‘"“i
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(///‘ A4t tae begimidi; 0r thG Perivd 10T WAlCh oiis TCpoOItT 15 cube-
Jullteu tne Stell or thne .wserve Coumuand, 7Hh ATHOCCd LIVISLEL Wes
' e0uWpused vl

LUl. rrancis r. woupkins Veve

«t. Uol. iTew ... uarien S

w3 JOT Lorvood . Head o=2

Lajor amichard wv. Gillis o=3

idajor Carl ii. Corbin o=4

vapt. James W, Gouviey, JT. 458T o=5 « Comuso

vapt. Vlafl W. christopnerson BSEL w=4 « ..§e LOe UeUs
~8JOor giean v, Hairston ourgeon

-uple 4EOrge .ugeld bental vrricerxr

-api John u, rellows, Jr. Ln. vliicer

tile Ttroops atcached to the Cowmuand were:

Hge and Hg. Det., tes. vouds
Jota Armored .nfantry bn.

4uth ‘l'ank ..

Gov LLUHULCW _ataw ~Lblrcly Qe
44V aruored ..eld ascillery on.
B/OL4Tu Laul oSTroycy _N.

v oo4u armored wagineer. La,
w-(=) 2u3 nsn (aw) bBn.

2/¢/203 AAA (AW) Bn.

the Cr ot the cCommand was located at rraukenaun; and void, within the
7th srmored viv, was in ..4 COTPS. (LeTIereice is aew: O "oger
ACTlon neport- 1or the woutad OL ..ciGia LY4.. .
OUDLT clsicicnly: _ediuwu vanks: Ov, -

1Laiud ,JCS-EI.Oy‘Ul'ﬁ; -va;-

v bilew Lo Aatl vens: Jdluogw

~oruale:; Lxeesrienc

W AL LYED

whe vommand remained in aun &S8y ared ViIC wU.LSLE, after com-
pletion of successiul precxtnru o1 the HBLAGEI brid.eheed, and the
€XploltTulion reporied 1n march "Aiter fction deport~. all Troops
wer¢ 1n readiness to resuse their attack to the I or Lu, units wvere
Ciipluyea 1u “@mopping up- operations and 1n cowbiiy Lo wouws Lul -

Jeaniowl SFi e AL T L. B T . R ¥ ok RERELOLS

P CagCe .;I;

1l/A/87 attached to CCR efi 1200 and upon reportiiy immediatelky
placcd under operational control of 3¢, with miscion ot mnainteinig
petrols to the front (Il) and lett (w) Ilarks in our sector. Licison
wes uolintained with 104 on the leit, and coutact eficcted witihh 2 on
oux front,

2 .pril 1944

Units resumed and completed their -carch of woous adjacent to
their respective assigned arecs, and during the aay 42 PV were pro-
cessev. Al 165> the Coumsend was pluced on & 2 Loux alert, directea
TO De prepurtc ©o aitack on ovder, en pocket concained in HUHK srea.
1n order to errect an uwuinteriupted wove unccr this dircctive, the

ala



. 440 was ordered ot 1840 to concentrate in the FHAIXEIALU srea at

Tirst light 3 April. At 2345 Div G- announced & chonge in CC-i
boundary and sector of responsibility efiective 030800, which included
the area previously occupied by C(-A. C/87 and 1/¥/87 ettached (CC-k
Ior the purpose of patrolling the additional sector,

2 April 1945

At 0800 CC-R assumed responsibility for the security of sector
previously occupied by CCA; end C/87 and 1/F/87 began patrolling it
and established road blocks. At 0820 the 440 closed in new assy area
vic FOAALKERAU. Leconnaissance platoon 40 rcconnoitered routes to i
and I#W ror avemnues oi gpproach to possible ereas of commwitment, (/33
performed meintenance of DAURUDL-EAUBERY road. The Comuand mginteained
liaison with CCA in the HUH pocket area and the 104. Units perforumed
meintenance andrestowed vehicles, At 2300 811 units were directed to
be prepered to move on order wufter 040900. 1 officer and 11 eu PW were
processed during the day.

4 April 1945

0800 - 1/A/87, 1/%/87, and C/87 relieved from atteched CCH and
revertea to squadron control. Coumand began wovewent from FRAIL AU
area at 0900 and closed in viec SACHSEILLEG by 1330. CP closed in
Torwer location 1115 and opened in latter location 1230. Upon closing
in new area 40U and 44U were relieved from attacned CUi and reverted
To Div. Arty control. In order +to provide local security for the ATT,

Yre, 1/D/40 and 1/C/38.were attached to 400, end 1/D/4v end 1/5/38
were atlached to 440. .1 1940 the 58 und 40 were directed to siuul-

taneously and inaividquelly reconnoiter 2 separate routes to tha I ¢s
far as possible, and by 2340 iiral reports had been received on routes
as far as ObwiKl.trwsli. The Commend established road blocks and
instituted strong interior patrols within its assigned sector, with
emphasis placed on apprehension or military personnel in civilic:
clothes, and other military stregglers. During thne dey 42 Pi were
brocessec (4 oiricers and 36 ewj,

2 April 1945

A and B/38 wezie relieved from attached 40, and reverted to control
parent or enizatio: at 0840; and at 0845 Div directed that 38 be moved
aS soor &s possivle to viec IBU ASTLNBERG. B/3l4 wus attaehed to 38
at U620, and imuediately thereafter A/40 and-1/B/814 were relieved of
tTtacned 36 andreverted to 40. At 1005 the Comzand was place’ cn a
Z hour alert by (o ULli, prepared to wmove to & ncw assy area. CP
closed at SACHSENBEHG 1115 and opened LU ASTEIEEAG 13%30. 36 end
B/614 (-) weie detached .-i ¢t 1200 and attached tTo vuB. ‘ihe platoon
(reinf) from B/314 was Placce on CC CP security. At 1624 Div directed
that C/33 be placed on road maintenance under control of Div kngr until
Such time as the (¢ would require their services. 40, by direction
Lu Lull, placed one med tk co on 30 minute alert stotus eff 1700. 20
il passed taru CCL enclosure during the day.

i



C Lpril 1945

5 tenks D/40 on special mission guarding building in HALLuNBERG
corteining captured en signal materiel, under control of ¢ Sig Officer,
and 2 other tanks D/40 on another mission guarding a bldg in the
same city containing V-2 bomb parts. At 1300 1/B/814 attached 40.

CP closed HEU ASTENLIEG 1500 and opened at OBHAKIAUELN same time.

40 wes moved forward and closed vic LANGEWIuS:S at 1830. Preparations
mede if'or commitment of CCR troops in accordance with Div order prev-
iously received. No prisoners were processed thic day. T he weather
for the period 1 to 6 incl was cool and cloudy, with intermittent
showers, and visibility poor.

[ April 1945

A/87 was atteched to the Command at 1000 and 328th was attached
at 1100. The CC became operational at 1200 when it assumned respons-
ibility for the right ilank oi the Division. Prior to that time, CO
CCh issued verbal order (later confirmed) to the TF and Bn condrs,
directing that as soon as A/87 had relieved elements of 38th on
objectives 1l and 8, TF Griffin would attack to seize and secure
HOLTHAUSEN. The plan announced was to have one co infantry exert
direct pressure irom the SW and one inf and one tk co advance on
éxis NDR SO:Pe-HOLZHAUSEN., After HOLIBAUSLN was secure TF Griffin
was directed to be prepared to continue his attack on FREDEBLHG.

The attack developed as directed at 1230, when C Co attacked NW to
secure the commanding terrain vic (434830, and envelope LULTHAUSEN,
after which B co launched its frontal attack at 1420 frow positions
DR 506PE (G437858). C made couparstively slow progress due to the
nature of the terrain, and encountered dug in en inf at (G428832).
B received heavy concentration of arty and mortar Iire, but progressed
Tavorably in the feace of small arms fire from the town. By nightfall
the two forces had joined, secured and outposted tne town, znd the
troops already committed had been reinforced vy 1/A/40 and 1/B/814.
At the end of the day A/38 was ordered to and hed started move from
vic (G410857) to pass thru B at HOLTHAUSEN, to secure the town of
UL, A4/87 established a series of strong points along the line
(G419855) to (G432865), established road blocks at (@445869) and by
nightfall had-established contact with the 60 HCT. -40 (-4) moved
from its positions vic LANGEWIESE to WIkiiiuomii, and closed there at
1620,

8 April 1945

The atk of A/38 on HUXuL (419880) continued in the face of small
arms fire until the town was secured at 0l45. This obj was then out-
pose&, patrols sent to NW vic (413886), and positions consolidated
for the night. Iiieanwhile, CO CCE, by persomnal visit to CO 38 at CP
38 directed that TF Griffin resume the atk at first light - ome co
to move on "DOTI", seize and occupy the ground, and be prepared to
wove on obj "rPOP", ome co to follow in coluun, preparec to wove on
"GEOAGE", and B/co to reorganize in position on "wUi" prepared to
move W on the roud and atk "GEORGE", on order. TF Griffin complied
with this directive by resuming the offensive at 0630, attacking
FewDiesitc (4u2883), seizing high ground vie (413885) and then turned

oW un the city. DBy 0810 A co wes reported 50U yds W of "GEORGE"
advancing slowly on "DULY, receiving sniper and moriar fire. B co

x

-



acvanced to and on “rOP" without oppositioi.

At 0840 CO_CCR relieved A/87 of its mission of esteblishing
strong points along the ridge just below the 86 grid line bgtweeg
4l and 43, and ordered that troop to follow the atk along the axis
Lo SORPE-HULThAUSLN-FlsUs5EaG¢ and establish road blocks on all roads
leading into CCR sector frow the NE, thus secure the Commend's right
(east) flank - and also, to continue o maintain contoct with the 60
RCT,

T he attack progressed slowly throughout the morning, as our
troops were heavily engaged by en who resisted stubbornly with smell
arus, wmachine guns, artillery/and or SP, end some mortar fire. A/38
was delayed on "DOT" by this concentrated fire but no prepared posi=-
tions were encountered. (/33 was eventually echeloned %o right rear,

and made physical contact with A/38. Botk comyenies, alter joining
up, begen to clear the woods, so that they could go into an assault
position ifrow which to launch the atk on "PUP". The obj was cleared
o en to 5 edge of woods (4048380) by 11.0, and the coupanies there-
upon reorganized ror the assault, in conjunction with L/35 and A/40,
The latter two elewments cttacked at 1i50 frou positions in HOLTLAUSEI
(423874) along the cris (417873)-(411877)-(404579). The atlk progressed
rapldly to (412867) where a defended en rond bloeck was encou._tered,
Tals Dlock in countra~distiuction to others encowntered iu the last
Lueceedlng doys, wes defended Uy smoll arms, wechine Suis and arty -
and delajyed the advence until 1545. weanwhile, ot 1355 the (.G.
directed that mmr this G place soume security aetacnment on LM
because ulb would pass there to our leit and that ilank muct be se-

cured. At 1450 CU CCUH relieved A/87 of its wmission protecting CC
Tight ilank and cirected that onec platoon lumedietely occupy obj
“LIN" and the balance or the troop be prepared to reliieve essaunlt
ecoelon on “PUP" when it was taken. A4t 1510 the plutocn ieported

&s having occupied its obj. Fighting in F.euwsodd wes organized snd
stubborr. oUur entrance into the town wos strongly ouposed and upon
entry tanerein, house to nouse Iignting developz_. 1t was necessary
to cowb tne entire area, and by nightiall our {roops controlled onlLy
several sections oi the city. At 2110 the C.0. of troops reported
hls men worn and fratigued, and requested permission to cousolidcote
for the nignt. CO CCR however desired o pass an arworeu WF thru
These troon: ... <he city, by tirst light next day, and therefore
airected thut tiae city be entircly cleareu ir possivle; otherwise
the minimum reqguirecment was that a designated route must be clecred
SO0 thet the TF couldpass taru sedely. Uhe patn thru town was cleared
and securew. During; the day 1UH Fi's were taken,

J April- 1945

In the projected plan of atk 1o mss TF Volre through TF Griffin
at FoabDsburG, it becane necessary 1o disengage one ini' co and have it
Join Woli'e's column. Cu Ll opoo_tunely directed that 1 co be disen-
£8:ed as early as possible, that it oe cousoiiduted, reorganized
thorougnly briered on the pdan, end thet it be breparc. to join Wolre
DY wounting <taniks witoout deiay upon crrivel. During the evening, as
intensity of fighting decreased, and the opporiuuity aliorded, B/38
was disengaged cna tne direetive complied with. 4t iodfe (-35) was
asseudled during <tne breceding nigzht and at ULLL left its ssewnly

all



area b of FiliDuwb=nG, passed thru that city, whe.e the inf mounted
the tank:s, ond the etk resumed at 0715, along the axis (380881)-
(363880 )-LAAILAR (3599U1)-DOLOER (343S1F). Progress was slow thruout
the day, as the TF ran into one-road vlock ariter another. Vuring taoe
Iirst 2 bours advance this TF encountered 5 undefended blocks, con-
sisting of felled trees, rubble, and destroyed vehicles. ithile
offering no active resistance, tney deleyed and iuwpeded the advence.
This coluun was delayed again in the morning by a thick, well con-
centrated, suwoke screen. Visibility was nil, tle suoke generator
never discovered, and it was only after the screen dissipated that
the advince resumed. Small arias, wmachine gun, and cortar fire were
encountered, gradually increasing in intensity until (363880), vhere
resistance stiffened and AT fire was received. By nightfall this Ti
had reached rAILAR (359901) and was opposed there by inr, tanss, and
SP.

ileanwhile TF Grifiin edvanced at 1010 elong exis FHEDEBELG
(403880 )-uBLILGHOF (384870)-id (365604 )=EERGHAUCEN (357876 )=HDI
BEHNDUHE (340888 ) -uisNKHAUSEN (330905). This force also encountered
a series of undefended road blocks consisting oi rellied trees, mine
fields, and booby trapped aestroyed venicles. ‘he atk oi this clun
continued slowly in face of small arms, mechine guns, and mortar fire
until reaching buonuHAUSEN where poor road condition stopped it.
The engineers repaired the road without delay and the advance resuued
against continued and increasing resistance. At the end oi the
day's operation tue UF occugied positions on S5 edge of LENKHAUSEL,

TF Brown, initially in reserve, was committed at 1815 along
axis BLUHRGHAUSEN, NDRE BedhDUHK, No to wAILAR in an effort to relieve
pressure on TF Wolfe wno was then attacking the def'ended town of
MAILAR from the S. The 3/395 attached to Clll early this date,
cleared the woods bW of MALLAR with little opposition, and outposted
HELNGHAUSEN -

A/87 was releesed from attached at 0615 and reverted to Sqdrn
control, was re-attached at 1700 and duriang the night outposted NDR
BEANDORF and BEERGEAUSEN.

CP CCR moved twice during the day - closing Do oUwks at 1UBU,
opened FREDEBLLG 1130, closed FrusDiBuiG 1505, opened BuaGHAUSEL 1605,
and 705 prisoners were processed (700 em and 5 oft).

10 April 1945

CO CCR directed & continuation of the atk at daylight and issued
his orders to the commanders at their respective CP's about midnight.
These orders were subsequently copfirmed in writing. Althouga it
wes intended thet the atk be launclied at U530, and the Iorces were
organized and ready to move at that tiwe, fog was so heavy then thet
visibility was zero. Under such circumstences it was iuwpracticalbe
to employ tanks, so the infantry was dismounted and directed to
advance and zain contact. As soon as visibility permitted, the atk
was resumed with ¥¥ Brown advancing along the axis wAILAR (358902)-
DR LERWDULE (338887)-iENKHAUSEN E}35905 -GRIi L FGHAUSEN (333916~
LOCHTROP (328927 )-FLilELINGHAUSEN (328935). By 1030 this force had
advanced to GhluiuINGHAUsEl ageinst only light, scattered resistance,
ieanwhile, TI" Wolf'e proceeded alorg the axis wATLAK (358902 )-DOLOLR
(348916)-FRILLINGEAUSEN. Similar weather conditions -prevailed on
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this route and the advence was slow for thut reeson and also becauce
of scattered resistance and passive roud blocks. At DOIL/IL eneuy
ermor supported by infentry was first encountered and one eneuy tank
known destroyed vic (343920). At 1320 TF'c Brown and Wolfe joined
at FRIELINGHAUSEN, wherc roed blocks and mines were delaying factors.
At this juncture the Tr''s were coasolidated under bBrowi, and ?hp etk
continued to the L. All along the route the eneuy resisted with suall
arws, mechine guns, and SP guns and arwor wus encountered in strength
at BRLLIGL. Continued aggressive pressure by our troops fiually re-
duced this opposition and Brown advanced to his obj. Upon order CU

CUll, patrols were sent further i to gain end waintein contact with

the 5 Inf Dive. Siuultaneously with the atk of TF's Irown and iolfe,
TF Griffin advenced along the route LLIGSELCK (318913 )=IiluusCruiD (302939
-BSLawi (302930) meeting only light resistance until reaching BRAusCHEID.
Lnemy defended in and around this town with smell arms, machine guns,

anrd mortar, however, TE £Tifiin edverced with heavy concentration
marching fire and overciie all resistance - destroyed severel vehicles,
captured 1 -dawu gun and took sowe prisoners. ‘he same tech.lque was
employed at sSSLALL and only little opposition wes offered. The force
likewise seized its obJ a1 cecureuw the bridge vic (303959). 3/395
supported the atk or iy ¢rifiin by clearing the woods viec (288937),
(295445), end (298957). :

' A/87 protecied Commend right rlank and routes of approach the wLo.
CP Cuil closed cwiudAlock at 1000, opened awlItAdocis 1205, elosed
sdibHAULEL 1640, and opened MallLlinGiAaULkEl 1720,

During the day the CJoiwend advanced sbout 5 miles, captured 10
towns, desiroyed enewy materiel, and tool: 272 prisoners of waT.

1l April 1945

CU ol plons for resuuption oi the attack directed that TF Brown
advance to the I/, ceize ond secure WENTHULIHAUSEK, and be prepared to
wove W on reconnaiscancce wission on order - and .. ¥ Grifiin to seize and
secure ob) 1lOu (incluiing the city ol Llurwnling), and then weke rte
reconnaiscance waThilulhn-GllVainusllly During the nigot ini'ormation
WES TI'e€CClVed 1NuleCatlii, Thdl 1rLCuuiy oILO0P:E MIZNT OCUWDY JawiiiUlil'=
Lulbcsisn, cwslivaoii=duy cauiuall berore ouw «us and CUR troops were
acco_dingly so inrormed. 3/395 (reini') moved on obj 1UU at 0700 and
clezred .1l Lut the town by U74H. Oswell erus, wochine gui, and ternk
Tire were received from town of LILPLLIWY, wvut seversl artiller, con=-
Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ong discouraged the emewmy cnd 3/39y entecred tue town wic .out

and took about 40 prisomners.

Civilians bhad accurately informed our troops of the location of
mines, and being forewarned, no demage was done except delay
occasioned b, treir removal. TF Griffin coutinued his mission, re-
conraissance in force to the I and IW (LATLLLCKE - GUUVENSTBIN), and
moved to an assy area. At GuUWVENSTWLIL this force was delayed ifor a
considerable period by accurate 2ULlki fire. keenwhile Ti Wolie moved
I repidly and occuged WuNTHOLTEAUSEX by 0718 without opposition,
arriving there sinultuneously with other iriendily troops woving irom
the . and T# Brown moved from defensive positiors vie BREWD to an
essy area vic wWuhIHOLTEAUSEL, closing tlere at 160U. His troops
thercafter conducted road recomnaissance W and W so far as the
situation would permit.
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y A/87 recomnoitcered the woods (290970) ezst to the 30 Grid line, and
W to 27 Grid; C/33 maintained rouds in our sector and closed in new
assy area MNATHMBECEE by 1800,

_ CP CCR closed FRWLILGHAUSEN at 1100 and opened WATHMECKE at 1220.
During the day 3 ofricers end 458 enlisted men prisoners of war were
processed,

12 April 1945

Indications pointed to enemy disintegration and withdrawal,
and the road net was not favorable to the attackers. CU CCH elected
to pursue with the Cormand initially in one column - along the axis
GIEVENSTBIN (275006 )-ALTENHELFELD (254018 )-LINiEr (234014 )-ELDOLF
(210992)-8TOCKUL (174996 )-ALIENDOF (151984 ) -ALTENAFFBLE (099970).
Order of' march for the atk was TF Grifiin-B/400-TF Butler-400" (-B)-
TF Wolfe-440-T+ Brown.

The atk progressed rapidly at first against only slight resis-

tance, sowre inaccurate artillery and morter fire being received along
the rte, however, vieinity (220013) TF Griffin was absolutely
blocked by impassable roads and had considerable difficulty in
extricating his force. Griffin having informed CO CCH by radio or
his difficulties, CO CCR immediately diverted the balance of the
Commwand over an alternatie route that subsequently proved satisfactory.
CO CCi put 400 into firing position, sent out recomnsissence in force
over new route, and directed TF Wolfe to by-pass Griffin vic LINILP
(234014), thenmve S to RJ (244001), thence i to ELDOLF (210992).
Opposition was encountered over this new rouie but the advance con-
tinued encouragingly. At STOCHEWL rirst eneuy arumor was encountered,
and agein between ALLUUDURK-AFFELI. TF Wolfe was heavily engaged
until 1720 when opposition was reduced. ihe atk continued to the i
and W with Ti's Wolfe and Brown clearing KUKTROP and HEUSUUUDE. TF
?riffin)attacked I from AFrBIN clearing BLINTHOP (079993) and.GAuBulk
068022). :

During the current day!s operation the Command seized 16 towns
and villages, destroyed 5 tiger tanks, 20 motor transporis, 5 artiliery
pieces, 2 personnel corriers, miscellaneous motor vehicles, unrccorded
nuwber horse drawn vehicles and weapons, and capltured 8 ofiicers und
2822 Eil, )

CP CCR closed MATHIIICKE 0800, opened KUNTHOP 2230.
13 April 1945

The Comuand rewained in defensive positions vic IBUEULODE (030981),
KUNTROP (059986), and GARFECK (068022).

TF Wolie was directed to send recounaissence in force SW to vic
WLELOHL (016958), to feel out and determine enemy strength end
cepebilities there. he was instructed not to become so heavily en-
gaged thet he could not disengege if it was later determined 1o wove
the Command on resumption of its originel plan - however, if no
opposition was encouuntered he was directed to proceed into and secure
WulDOEL. This recomnaissance ultimately met stidk resist.nce wiich
later ripened into & counter-attack trom the dowinating ground I of
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LUuL. Luneuwy euployed medium artillery, worter, swall crus, znd
&. least 2 heavy tanks direct fire. ™% Wolfe celled for and received
heavy concentrationsof heavy and mediuu artiilery - which subsequently
contained the counter attack and evidently changed the intentions of the
few offensive minded eneuwy. .eanwhile, and before the artillery could
be brought down, Wolfe!s force was withdrawn te vic of its original
defensive positions LuUUULODE, where it remeined for the balance of
this period.

Other troops continued their search of sector ior eneuwry stragilers,
and enforced militcry government of all occupied towns. ZAs & result
15 officers and 2950 E.. were processed thxu the PV cage.

400 and 44V detached U300.

14 April 1945

Command still in defencsive position KUNTROP (059986), NEUBURODE
(030981), GARBLECK (068022), continued search of ares for stregglers
and enforced military governuent in occupied sector. Iielieved of
responsibility for sector at U900 by 395,

C/33 cleared roads in our zZone.

7 officers and 221 il processed thru PW cage today.

CP CCR closed sUITHOP 1245, opened oilhla 1430,

15 April 1945

Command launched atk frow LENDEN at 0900, to the I and W, with
IF Sweat leading, He advanced along the axis HALINGEN (9901381)-
DOHLHAUSEN (980185 )=-GHULAND (963171)-RJ (952160) and first encountered
enem; resistance at (972179). Tue eneuwy -took full sdvente. e of natu-
Tal deiensive terrain features, and ewploycc. SP-88-20 and 40.ii guns.
In order to divert some of the pressure on % Sweat, TF Wolfe (who was
following in column) was directed to proceed via route HALILGwy (990181)
~BEnrinGlon (983163)-KARTLOF (959141), envelop enemy flank. Ti* Wolfe
wes coumitted and engoged iumediately. oo o ition increcsed and
pressure on SULAT was diminisned. In this squeezc plan nuserous guns
of all calibres and 2 Lark VI tanks werc destroyed, eneaxy positions
overrun and about 20U prisoners taken. Therecaificr the forces were re-
grouped and reconstituted and tihre atk to W resumed, ultiwately con-
solidating positions viec #J (952160).

IF Griffin attacked along axis LENDLN (031159 )-SULiskN (983133)
oueinst determined and stiff resistance; however, TF Wolfe's -envelop-
ment which was intended primerily to assist 7F Sweat, in reality was
likewise of great material assistcnce to T¥ Griffin, and SULLRN was
cleared by 2000.

Elements of' 5 arnd 95, operating in the saume sector, were engaged
in cleoring woodr and mopping up operations. Contact with the 95 wes
established at 1915 at (982198). Contact witih the b was waintsicd
tnruout the operation. '

The 400 and 440 werc cttached at 0900. CP closed EECICUL 1010

and opened HALINGEN 120U0. A total of 8 ofiicers and 335 E. prisoners
were teken this date.
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16 spril 1945

Again the enewmy showed signs oi disintegratiuvi, wia evidence
PULLLECU U @ Cuiicuoze WU wuur Wirectew that an aggressive attack
be resumed at first lignt, with WF's Brown end Griffin abreast.
£t 0600 the attack was ebruptly intcrrupted when a representctive
of the C.G. 116 Panzer Division presented himself to leading
elerents of UF Grifiin. This representative indicated that be
desired to negotieste surrender of enemy troops. Lt. Col. Griffin
iumediately reporied twis ircident to CO CCH who inquired as to just
vhouw ne represented. 1t subsequently developed that this Geraman
ofiicer actuelly represented the C.G. 116 ranzer Div, and was also
eapovered 1o speck for the C.G. 53 Gerwan Corps. (U Lk reported
all these facts to C.G. 7AD - and then went forward to deal per-

sonelly in the negotiutions, pending arrival or the C/S. COU CCH
met with C.G. 116 Panzer Division and accepted surrendei 01 tue
lalier allu nlis vivupe. sCullulilie, o/u (ou alilVew On The scene and
was escorted to rg. 53 verman Corps where negotiations were coupleted
Tor the surrender oi that Uorps and such other troops in the pocket
as vere there., 7The C.u. was uncertain as to the coupositions,
strength, and dispocition oi the troops, due primarily to total
breskdown of his coumunications. Le was civea until 1200 to Cowply
with surrender terus.

At 1025 the 87 (-) was attached to CCR for the purpose of
assisting in gathering ri's, establishing road blocks, and estab-
lisking 2 PW cages for processing the anticipated influx of enewy
personnel, “

In compliance with the surrender terms, German troops began to
flow from all dircctions at noon time toward the 4 appointed
collecting points. Every node of travel (excepting air) was im-
25585 E8ae MR Ba 5 CdenBRke RhE G B T eS8 rRCE8rRE G2 2E8E,
delapedated trucks, civilian cars, Germen Army vehicles of zll
types, and some even in previously capiured Americen venicles
(still beariig their original identifying merkings). Soic strode
in, in wilitary foruction, proud, erect, well dressed, healthy wnd
well fed - others eppeured beattle weary, tired, were dirty, hungry
and bedraggled. Soue were flippant, some were esrrosant, come were
crying, some ashaued - here indecd wes & cross cection of the
gerwan aruwy - but all appeared uniformly happy that ror them, at
least, the war was over. "How soon could they go home" wes their
dominant thought.

The roads were jammed well into tne night, and still CLCY
came - taxing our own Tacilities to reccive then.

CP CCIt closed HALINGEN, opened ERGESIE 1530.

17 April 1945

The flow of prisomers continued uninterruptedly it appeared.
Collecting points were established in ¥F Brown's arce, WF Grirfin's
erea, and 87 area. From such collecting points thev were evacuated
to Div by their own organic and greatly veried transportation aug-
mented by our own transportation. At 1200 CCR was relieved of
responsibility of sector, including acceptance and evecuation of
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of prisoners. Duriag the period 16-17 April u302 PW were pro-

' cessed, which comprised the 116 Panzer Div, 1380 Inf Div, 190 Inf

Div, elements of the 3 and 9 Panzer Div, and miscellaneous flak

and rear echelon troops. Our job doune here, little time was wasted,
and at 1400 the Comsand sterted its 140 mile march to vic DHANSFELD
(407246).

18-28 April 1945

CP opened DHANSFELD 180805.

¢/33, B/81l4, 87, 440 relieved of attached 181900.

Command remained in assy area vic DRANCFLID during the period
18-28 April incl, devoted time to rehabilitation of personuel and
maintenance of vehicles, radios, weapous, and other equipment. Test
firing conducted. Interior security defensec established and road
patrols mainteined in assigned sector. CCR Hq prepared small unit
tactical problems required to be solved by each officer cud NCO
platoon leader in the Coumand.

40 conducted critique on past operations cnd discusesion of
tactics of task forces. 38 conducted tacticel ride.

29-3U April 1945

CP closed DRANSFELD 290900. The Command consisting of
38, 40, 440, C/33, B/8l4, B/67, 1/¥/87, 1/B/203 departed DRANSFWLD
290800 and closed in new assembly area 29191U. CF opened
HERGANNSBUAG 1800. E/87 and 1/7/87 relieved from attached upon
closing in new area. liaintenance vehicles etec, resumed. Security
defense and road patrols and blocks established.

During the period 18-30 April, 153 prisoneis were taken.

At 302400 April 1945, at the close of the period for which
this report is subultied, wuv svais Ca CU=-RH was<indicated at the
beginning of the period, as shown on page 1 hereof; the troop list
wes as follows:

Hge. and Hq. Det. CC-R

38th Armored Infantry Bn.

40th Tark Zettalion

440th Armored I'ield Artilliery con.

Co. C 33rd Armored Engineexr bn

LCo. B, 81l4th ‘ank Destroyer on.

1 platoon, Co. B, 203rd AAA (AW) bn.;
the CP of the Command was located at HELLANSBURG (Germany); and
the Commend, within the Division, wes in XVIII Corps (Abn
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LCAHTULAT L0L

During the period covered by this Report, (C-R inflicted
the following losses upon the enemy:
Personuel casualties: 28,549 prisoners teken
150 killed (estimated)
134 known wounded

Captured materiel: 19 tanks
50 SP-guns

950 1i/T (essorted)
400 BH/D vehicles (all typecs
12 Artillery pieces
5 guns - 8ok
Destroyed ..atceriel 35 tanks
42 SP Guas
73 /T (assorted)
60 H/D vehicles (all tvpes
18 Artillery pieces
4 Uune - OoMi

FOR THE COMMWANDING OFFICLH:

cQéE;z/7¢ZéJébuLLu_f

/" FiBD M. WARHEN
Lte Cols Cave USA
wxecutive Officer
6 Inclosures:

Incl. No. 1 Journzl, CCR, 7th AD, April 1945
No, 2 B-35 Per. Rpt., CCh, 7th AD, BApril 1945
Noe. 3 Incouming lusgs. CCR, 7th AD, April 1945
No. 4 Outgoing lisgs. CCR, 7th AD, April 1945
Lo« 5 Operations Instructions
o, 6 wuisc. (Tng liemos; Task Force Problems)
os 7 S=2 saterial
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HEADIUAKTERS CC=-R
(TH ARMORED DIV IS ION P
APO 257, U.S. ARMY Z m

31 MAY 1945

SUBJECT ETTER OF TRANSWATTAL. va

3

TO THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

TRANGSE |/ TED HEREZITH AFTER ACTION REPURT FOR COMBAT e’
COMMAND RESERVE, 7TH ARWMORED DIVISION, APO 257, U.S. ARMY.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFF ICER:

AT

LST. LT. Vi ANTRY
UNIT HISTORIAN

CLASSIFICATION

CANCELLED

BY HO: OF THE ﬁ.—uusg QMZE—..
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SUBJECT:
TO H
1.
2

Headgquarters
RESERVE COMMAND, TTH ARMD DIV
APO 257, USA

31 May 45
AFTER ACTION REPORT, MONTH OF MAY 1945

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
(PTHROUGH CHANNELS)

During the period month of May 1945, CCR, 7th Armored Division
operated exclusively in Germany, and all references to places
herein are therefore in Germany although not specifically so
stated in the body of the report.

Appropriate maps to properly read coordinates given herein may
be obtained by reference to the Field Order or Opersestions
Instructions issued by this headquarters prior to each opera-
tion, or sub-phase thereof, and submitted herewith as inclosure
number 5.



_ 1'May 1945

Combat Command CP 2t Hermennsburg, Germany (25973). The staff continued
planning the impending operation which involved the crossing of the Elbe R into
the bridgehead established by the 82nd Airborne Division and continuing the
attack toward the route to the Baltic Sea. C.0. spend the day reconnoitering
the tentative routes to the new assy area in the vic of Coldenbow (T11542),
especially the approaches to the bridge site across the Elbe K near Bleckede.
The Command was organiZed into four Task Forces as follows:

IF Brown: TUnder the command of Lt. Col. John S. Brown, sub=divided into two
Task Forces:

TF V under the command of Major Wolfe consisting of:
B/40 (~-1)
1/D/40
B/38
2nd/B/814
2nd/C/33 (-1 squad)
3 AG's (105MM/)/40

TF S under the command of Major Fred Sweat, consisting of:

1/48
1 squad/c/33
3 AG's (105MM)/40

TF Griffin: Under the command of Lt. Col. Marcus Griffin sub=divided into two
Task Forcess

TF McDaniels under the command of Major McDaniels consisting of:

c/38

A/40

3rd/B/814

1 squad/C/33

Mortar Plgtoon/38
Machine Gun Platoon/38

TF Stevenson commanded by Major Stevenson comsisting of:
A/38
c/40
1st/B/814
3rd/c/33 (=1 squad)

3 AG's/38
Reconnaissance Platoon/38

The Command was organiZed in this manner to provide an elastic, highly
mobile fighting force, capable of overcoming enemy resistance on either flank
of the routes of advance by diverting either or both Task Forces.

Supporting troops of the Command were the 440th in direct support of the
Task Forces with one platoon of B/203 attached for anti-aircreft protection.

Combat Commond troops consisted of Hq and Hq detachment, C/33 (=2 platoons).

At noon the Command wes directed to move to the new assembly erea anytime
after 021100 ¥ay 45.

Military Government and CIC in conjunction with British authorities con-
ducted the registration of 700 male civilians from the community of Hermanns-
burg, Germany. During the process, one enemy officer and 40 enlisted men were
identified and forwarded through regular PW channels to the Div PW cage.



The IPW t§am interr._ated 3 German officers and 3 %. .isted men who were
apprehepded while conducting a search of wooded areas in the Zone of responsibility.
No tactical information was obtained and the 6 PW's were forwarded through PW
channels.

2 May 1

The Combat Command was ordered to move to the new assy area in Task Force
formation, TF Brown leadihg, beginning 1315. The first vehicle crossed the IP at
Hermannsburg at 1311B. The CC CP closed at Hermannsburg at 1400 and reopened at
Camin (T1543) 2350. The Recon Plat of the 38th and 40th were ordered to recon
to the N of the assy area for about 25 miles. They reached Raddingsdorf (T0881)
where their vehicles ran low on gasoline. No enemy resistance of any kind was
encountered. The two platoons however, liberazted a number of allied PW's after
the German guards surrendered to our recon parties. Numerous civilicns were
cluttering up the main roads moving toward the South, away from the advancing
Russian armiess

Mey 1

All Task Forces closed in the assy area by 0130 except for a few stragglers.
Upon arrivel in the area, the troops were immediately alerted to move North along
the planned routes starting at 1100. Literally thousands of enemy soldiers
littered the roads with only one thought in mind; to surrender to our troops and
get to the nearest PW cage. They were readily admitted there.

At 1100 the Task Forces began movement to the N along the predesignated
routes. NO enemy resistance was encountered anywhere. The only delay caused %o
our columns were the thousands of German soldiers streaming in the opposite
diréctions seeking the haven of our PW cages. In addition to their own personal
equipment, many German soldiers and sailors surrendering to our troops carried
their families and household goods with them. The endless caravan consisted of
vehicles ranging anywhere from baby buggies to fire engines, into which human
beings clung, along with varied equipment.

By 2000B all Task Forces hod reached their objectives and immediately began
to control civilian circulation and the ever mounting influx of PW's. Patrols
2lso meintained security and established contacts with CCA and Div Res.

In the course of advance we liberated about 1000 allied PW's, mostly
American. Pending evailability of transportation and instructions, the allied
PW's were instructed to remain in placej; arrangements were made for foold and
necessary clothing needed by them.

The CC CP closed at Camin at 1120B and reopened at Grevesmuhlen at 1955.
4 May 1945

Pask Forces were given definite areess of responsibility with CCR's Zone.
Security patrols were maintained and control of civilians was continuedj the
problem becoming more severe hourly due to the large number of refugees in the
area. lany more hundreds of enemy soldiers were brought into the PW cages.
Evacuction to the Div cage was suspended 2t noon due to the crowded conditions
there. The Command wes waerned that it may have to retain the PW's now in the
cages for several days. Arrangements were made through G-4 to feed the German
soldiers with ceptured food stocks.

Up to and including this date 104629 enemy PW's had been processed through
our cages. Not counted in this number are the 6000 enemy wounded who passed
through Grevesmuhlen on 11 German hospital trains on the way to Iubach and
Hemburfg where hospital facilities were evailsble. One wounded American, a
former PW of the Germans, was taken from one of the trains and forwarded through
regular medical channels to a U«Se hospital.

5 Mey 1945

Div troops continued to exercise civilian control and maintained security
patrols throughout the areas Road blocks were set up at all entrances to villages
and towns in order to control circulation of German civilians.

-2-



A/48 was detached .¢ 1200B and directed to return .o battalion control
and B/B14 plus 1/3/203 were detached effective 1400B for = like purpose.

772 more PW's were brought into our cages.

6 May 1945

The Commend maintained civilian control and security patrols throughout
the area.

1001 allied soldiers liberated from German prison camps previously were
evacuated to a central control point.

Period of 6 through 20 May 1945

All units of the Combat Commend maintained routine security patrols and
outposts during that period of time. PW cages were maintained by both the 38th
and 40th at Schonberg and Grevesmuhlen reSpectivelye. Later, about 18 May, the
two separate cages were consolidated and combined with the PW cage of CCA, Tth
Armd Div at Grevesmuhlen for which C.0s CCR assumed responsibility on 17 May.

The final number of prisoners held there wes 10,518, of which 45 were 5SS officers,
137 SS enlisted men, 500 Wehrmacht officers and 8836 Wehrm:cht enlisted men.
Throughout the period the prisoners were fed by the Combat Command S-4 who
procured rations from captured German army food dumps.

1001 Allied soldiers libersted from German PW camps previously, were
evacuated to a dentral collecting point appoipted by XVIII Corps A/B.

No hostile acts of any nature were reported within the area of responsibility.

The most significant event of the time which the Combat Command spent in
the crea of Grevesmuhlen wcs the announcement of the cessation of hostilities
and unconditional surrender of the once mighty NaZzi war mochine. The news was
first given to the staff of the Combat Command by Colonel John. L. Ryan, Chief
of Staff, in a telephone call to Lt. Col. Fred Warren, Executive Officer et
noon on T May 1945. Col. Ryan emphasiZed that the news was not official, but
that it could be disseminzted to all troopss. All battalions were notified
immediately and the members of CCR Has were informed by the Hgq. Co. 18t Sgt.
The news was received with varied emotions. Shortly after 1300 T Kay a copy
of the TWX received at Div. Ho from SHAEF announcing the surrender was received
thru lMessage Center. The TWX instructed all units to cease any aggressive action
against ihe enemy, but to take up defensive positions in order to beat off any
attack from enemy troops who may not have been notified of the surrender., It
gave the officiul time of cessation of hostilities as 090001 lMay 1945.

The Military Government detachment of the Combat Commznd, upon setting up
in Grevesmuhlen, found the area in an administrative chaos. In all of the large
towns, ie., Grevesmuhlen, Schonberg and Dassow, the population was four times
as numerous &8 in normel times, which brought about extreme difficulties in
housing and providing food for the populace. The greatest trouble was caused
by Russizn and Polish slave laborers who immediately began looting German property
and stores upon our arrivzl. However, thut particular situation was soon remedied
by both the actions of the Military Police and the eventual evacuation of all
Russicn nationals. to the prearranged exchunge point in Russian territory. A
greet number of Gérman refugees throughout the Zone of responsibility were put
to work on the farms where labor was sorely needed. On or about 9 May the stores
were reopened and the banks begen trunsactions. Deposits in the banks were
greater than withdrawzls for the remesinder of the stay of our Military Government
detachment. The clothing stores operated on the ration system in effect before
allied occupation. Arrangement was mede with the Callies T/holesale Grocery in
Lubech to supply stores in the area. At the end of the period all utilities
were restored cond operating which were shut off upon our arrivel.

The civilian administration changed in the middle of restoration activities.
The Burgomaster of Grevesmuhlen was found to be a member of the National
Socizlist Party gnd had to be replaced by a more trustworthy personr who remained
in office until our departure.

At about 1900 on 26 May 45 higher headquerters issued a warning order for
movement of the Combat Command South to the vicinity of Kothern in the province
of Anhelt beginning 0200 21 May 45 In the new area and for the move to it, the
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Combat Command was to lose the 440th AFA and C Company of the 33RD, both reverting
to their respective battalion control on 19 May. The 87 Recon Sqdn was attached
effective 1200 20 May 1945.

Arrangements were made for the relief of our troops in Zone by elements of
the 5th British Inf Div, the 52nd Anti Tank Regt and the 17th Brigade. The relief
was completed at 1200 20 May 1945.

21 May 1945

Leading elements of the 87th crossed the IP at Rehna at 0157 and continued
on route "B"., CC CP closed Grevesmuhlen 0200. By 1035 the entire Combat Command
had cleared the bridge site zcross the Elbe R near Katemin. At 1925 the Command
had closed into its bivouac zrea near Dodendorf South of liagdeburg, CC CP opened

Dodendorf 1800.
22 May 1945

Leading elements of the Combat Command crossed the IP 4 miles South of
Dodendorf at 0600 and continued on route "B" and by 1150 all units had closed
in their respective arezs of responsibility where they relieved units of the
415th Regiment of the 104th U.S. Inf. Dive The relief was completed at 1700.
Combat Command CP closed Dodendorf C700 and reopened Kothen 1020,

23 May 1 through 31 Ma

All units meintained security patrols and outposts in their respective area
of responsibility. No hostile acts were reported throughout the period

Effective 261200 May 45 the 750th Tank Battalion was attached to CCR and
it relieved the 434th AFA and the 440th AFA Bns in their Zone of responsibility
completing the relief 271000 May 45.

The Military Government detachment found the civilian zdministrstion well
organiZed upon its arrival. Town teams from SHAEF were already set up in Kothen,
Dessau and Berneburg. The establishment functioned in an auxiliary capacity
to the town teams 2iding in evacuating the displaced persons both westwardly
and eastwardly. A great number of allied PW's were repatriated. Russian
authorities agreed on two points of exchange both for PW's and DP'S: One at
Dessau and the other at Raguhn.

Memorial Day services were held 30 May in Kothen for all units of the
Command in honor of the 1101 men and officers of the Division who died in action.

At the close of the period for which this report is submitted the troops
of Combat Command "R" consisted of the following:

40th Tank Battalion

38th Armored Infantry Battalion

87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
750th Tank Battalion,

At the beginning of the period and continuing through to the close of
the period the following officers were contained in the Staff of the Reserve
Command, 7th Armored Division.

Col. Francis P. Tompkins CeOs

Lt. 0010 Hﬂd !l{t w&rmn Ex. Qe

Major Norwood G. Read S5=-2

Major Richard D. Gillis S=-3

Major Carl M. Corbin S—-4

Capt., James W. Gooley, Jre. Asst S=3 & Commo.
Capt. Olaf W. Christopherson Asst S-4 & Hge COe Ce0e
Major Glenn G. Hairston Surgeon

¥ajor Harry Steinburg Surgeon

Capt. George Vogel Dental Officer
Capt. John L. Fellows, Jr. Ln. Officer

Major Glenn G. Hairston served in the capacity as CC Surgeon from 1-13 May
45 and Major Harry Steinburg from 13-31 May 1945.
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6 Inclosures:
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FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

PO e YW P9,
WALTER H. G. WEISSENBERGER
1st Lt. , Infantry

Journal, CCR, Tth AD, May 1945

8-3 Per. Rpt-, CCR’ Tth AD’ Hﬂy 1945

Incoming Messages, CCR, Tth AD, May 1945
Outgoing Messages, CCR, Tth AD, May 1945
Operations Instructions, CCR, 7th AD, May 1945
S=2 Materiel, CCR, Tth AD, May 1945
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HEADQUARTERS RESERVE COMi 1D b 2 ]
\ SEVENTH ARMORED DIVISION \/

A

APO 257, U. S. ARMY

30 June 1945

SUBJECT : LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TO

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
(THROUGH CHANNELS)

: l. Transmitted herewith "After Action Report" for
Combat Command Reserve, 7th Armored Division, APO R57, U. S. Army
for the Month of June 19845,

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

Nt ¥

WALTER H. G. WEISSENBERGER
lst Lt., Infantry
Unit Historian
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HEADQUARTERS RESERVE COMM/ )
SEVENTH ARMORED DIVISIOM
APO 257, U. S. ARMY

30 June 1945
SUBJECT: AFTER ACTION REPORT, MONTH OF JUNE 1945

TO : THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
(THROUGH CHANNELS)

1. During the period month of June 1945, CCR, 7th Armored
Division operated exclusively in Germany, ad all references
to places herein are therefore in Germany although not
specifically so stated in the body of the report.

2. Approrpriate maps to properly read coordinates given here-
in may be obWmined by reference to the Fisld Order or
Operations Instructions issued by this headquarters
prior to each operatiob, or sub-phase thereof.

AFTER ACTION REPORT

During the entire month of June, the Headguarters of the Reserve
Command was located in KOTHEN, with the 40th Tank Bn, the 38th AIB,
the 87th Cav. Ren Sg. and the 750th Tank Bn attached. Troops of
these attached units carried out the mission of maintaining security
patrols and road blocks in their respective areas of responsibility,
along with guarding captured enemy installations of intelligence
value. No other hostile actions than a few severances of wire
communications and in one case a wire stretched across the road hear
BIENDORF occurredduring the period. The discovery of the body of

a guard of the 38th AIB in the MULDE RIVER near DESSAU after he had
been missing from his post was the major incident of the period, but
the action could mbt definitely be attributed to enemy personnel as
the body did nct show any marks of violence or struggle.

The Military Governmest section of the Combat Command assisted the
SHAEF detachments in KOTHEN, BERNBERG and DESSAU in coping with the
mgjor problem; care and evacuation of displaced persons. During the
month of June approximately 70,000 east-bound DP's and ex-PW's were
turned over to Russiazn authorities at the DP bridge in DESSAU. In
turn the Russians at the same place turned over to us apnroximtely
20,000 west-bound DP's who were evacuated either by air from air-
strip R-32 in KOTHEN or by train from DESSAU and KOTHEN. Each and
every DP coming west across the bridge was screened and checked by
the CIC and IPW teams attached to the Combat Command. During that
process a number of Germans were eliminated who were prohibited from
crossing into American occupied territory. The DP's were also
del8used with IDT powder as soon as they entered American territory.

A few raids on outlying villages were staged. These raids were
planned because of information received about suspicious activities
in those villages. However, none of the riads uncovered any such
activities. A few Nazis above arrest levd and numerous Germaen
soldiers without proper discharge papers were apprehended.



About June 20 the Combat Command was
assembly area near Buchen, Germany.

area over to the Russian Army. June
Headquarters to move the bulk of the
A security detachment was to be left

alerted for movement to a new
Plans were made to turn the

30 orders came fron higher
Command to the new assembly area.
behind to prevent a mass move-

ment of Germans to the West. One reconnaissance troop was asgsigned

the mission.

The 750th Tank Bn was detached June 21 a2t 1200 to become part of

the 2nd Armored Division.

END



3 Wm&w Army Group CIC Detachrent
Ksthen, Germany

4 June 1645

IHEMORAIDU! 20 B-2 cher

On 4 June 1945 Dr, Karlelieinz Schirrma/ reported to this

officc. He stated that he had been on engineer with the Toléefunken

end Radio Yompany in Berlin, That he did considerable dovelopment
and experimental work on the V-2 and other remote condrolled wecnons
of considerable importance, That he had charge of testing 2ll the
romote controlled devices madc by hic compony and that he is very
faniliar with their construction and operation., That he Imows noot
of the German scientists working in thisc field, He stated that heo
is willing to cooperate with the American auvthoritics in cvery
respect and that he believes he has information of o technical
nature that will be of extreme inportance to them,

. Dr, Schirrmacher's prescnt address in Xsthen is
Pasanerie b, Girtnere, Wiechert,

Gilbert R, Sheldon
S/A CIC



IPW TEAM 470
AP0 DT
7.8 ARMY

5 June 1945

SUBJECT: Re.ort of Incident.

TC : o-2, nombat command wpeserver, 7th prmored nivision,
APO# 257, 17 e prmy.

L. rhe feilowing ere to the best of my knowledge the fucts
in the incident causing the injury of cagt. LEVMARIT,WHPI,
French prmy.

<. Cn June £, 1u4d, on or about »U30, egt. VALl DIR VELN,
EDWARD, aen 105084, putceh Interpreter, core pet 5.7, Hg 7th armored
pivision, was seated on & desk in the ccurt of the house iccated
at wasserstadt/ nessau, permany, pussizn occupied ares. cact.
TEYMARIE, HENRI, wrench army and prisoner cf war, formerly
comnanding Qfficer mmw Battery, 34 vrench pp Pn, 432 pp 0D,
oth U,e,army, was seated ¢on a chair next to the desk.

3. pt the above stated tTime suddenly a mufiled pistol shot
was heard by undersigned who was standing with the group and the
ca;t. was apparently hurt, rhe german pistol, MAUSFR 6,35, carried
by ecgt. van der yeen had apparentiy zccidental_y discharged while
he tried to readjust it in his shoulder holster. cgt. wan dcr veen
explains that he forget to unloud his pistol, wnich he used in the
ear_ier afternocn on a mission.It is be.ieved that the ;istol wac
not set on nepppr and thus might have discharged. The bu.let passed
through the desk and entered at the lLower knee bone of the rapt.
then getting wedged between the skin and the right outside anklebore

4. virst aid wa s zdministered immediately and the rart. was
then immediateiy evacuated by an ambulence cf 38 armd Inf Bn,

o. witnesses:

Lt. richard v. etern, comabt ccmiand reserve

Lt. de vilmorin, Henry, w¥rench Licision Ofiicer, ;risoner of va
former.y att 142 Inf pgt, 36 17.0. Ini niv

Lt. Frangolacci, roger, wrench Priscner of vaor, Prebdb?

547 pomber ecqdn, ppw, plvingtun, York, wngland

RICHARD H. STFRN
lst Lt., Inf (WI)



Wrought Military Gov't.

APO 257
Consolidated DP Report: 7 June 1945
L As LR T LR i
KOTHEN DESSAU BERNBERG

POLIEH 2736 POLISH 1221 POLISH 1436
TURKS 11 0 0
GREEKS 6 0 19
BULGARIANS 3 0 0
JUGOSLAVS 36 108 10
RUMANIAKS 4 0 0
SWISS 11 0 0
AUSTRIANS 3 0 0
ITALIANS 3 19 0
HUNGARIANS 52 0 0
SPANIARDS 2 1 0
DUTCH 18 L4 30
FRENCH -1 27 0
BRGNS 13 13 8
NORWHG TANS 3 0 0
ESTONIANS 4 0 0
LITHEWANIANS 8 0 0
LETTISH 19 0 0
FINNISH 1 0 0
ENGLISH 3 0 0
BRAZILIANS 3 0 0
UKRANIANS 84 0 0
RUSSIANS 0 0 83 ¢
CZECKS 0 0 1
MEXICANS 0 1 0
STATELESS 5 6 0

A small number of Russians have expressed a desire to go east.

This report was compiled from reports turned in by the various Military
Government Teams.

G
ﬁW )






“rought

Consolidated D keport:

L HDKRIIS AJTHEN

POLISH
TURKS
GRELLS
BULGARTANS
JUGOSLAVE
RUMANIANS
S“!IC‘C'
ITELI ' NS
HUNGARIANS
SPANIARDS —
DUTCH
FRENCH
BEIGIANS
DANES e
mon""‘m ' /
ESTONIANS
LITHONANI ARG
EETTIwH
PINNISH
ENGLI&'H*’ s
BRAZILIATS 3
UKRANIANS
RUSCIANS ~
CZECKS
HEXICANS
STATELESS

- o e

AP0 259

SPATARBLS Ditudl

dilitery Gov't.

Date

LANDARALS

BiRNBERG

-

- v -

- s e L e L
R P Rl S ST T L —
Ty ¢ S e - - e T R -
- . —— - - —t o
— - T
e - o gp———
- eyl e e . -
- s S— - e —
. - i
- e m e = - - - -
AN —— i T AT . T A g - o ———
. B e e TR Y SR -
b g o -
- - el e e e
i — g i - s gl
- — E LS P -
LI - o T e e

by o o R i sl | i 3

A ——"— - gL e

B A A o . e B

B A g, Sy WS aa

S —— A S e S

BILGE

-

i y %

Tt to
L 89l
WL P B

iy

¥ e
i 3:‘- & L

i

BLY be¢ BET
'—F
s
e 3 Os

N e R

j-lllar
al "ii’l, -.-BEi



wrouaght 3 1tary Gov't.
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