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" g 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion
i e : :
P . 4 APO 339, US Army
£y @{}f‘z December 1944

SURTECT: After Action Report, Month of November, 1944.
TO : The Adjutent Generzl, Washington 25, D.C. (Thrdugh Channels). Z
1. On 1 Nov 1944 the 814th TD Bn, attached to 7th Armd Div, was sub-attached

7 as follows: Co 4 and Rem Co to CCA, Co C to CCB, while Hq and Hg Co and Co B were
part of 7th Ammd Div Troops. '

2, The 814th TD Bn (-) remained in bivouac 1 and 1/2 mile south of Maatheeze,
Holland, until 7 Nov 1944 when the Division moved to concentration area south of
Maasthricht, Holland on 7, 8 and 9 Nov 1944, 8l4th TD Bn concentrated at Fouron le
Comte, Belgium and vicinity, with all companies reverting to Battalion control
upon closing into area. Remained in billets, carrying out maintenence and training,
until 17 Nov 1944 when Company 4 and lst Flat Ren Co were attached to 113th Cav Gp
and moved to assembly area in vicinity of Groot Haasdal, Holland. Remainder of
Bn alerted to support XIII Corps in Corps zone of action on order from Divigdion. -
Performed Reconnsissence for assembly positions vicinity Grotemath (K8261). i

3. On 22 Nov 1944 the 814th TD Bn (-) was attached to CCR and meved to con~
céntration area in vicinity of Groot Haasdal, Holland to prepare for operations to ]
the Fast, Company C and 3rd Plat Ren Co were attached to CCB on 22 Nov 1944 end  _ § |
moved to concentration srea with that command. Company A and lst Plat Ren Co revert— i |
ed to Bn control on 22 Nov 1944, Compeny A sttached to 40th Tk Bn and 335th Inf Regt\-?
for mission with 2nd Armd Div. On 28th Nov 1944 2nd Plat Company B and lst Plat
Company C (90mm Gun) atbached to CCR, end 814th TD Bn (-) reverted to Div Troops. ¢ |

4, 814th TD Bn (-) remained in billets in Groot Haasdal, Holland. |

|

Reconnaissance Company ) |
1. On 1 Nov 1944, Ren Co was attached to 38th AIB and was used dismounted to
outpost east benk of Canal from 615054 to 616038, replacing Co B, 38th AIB. The ‘
Company continued this mission, observing enemy patrols, taking a few prisoners,
and performing novmal duties, until 8 Nov 1944 when it moved to Fouron le Comte,
Belgium and reverted to Bn control. :
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2. Company remained in billets until 17 Nov 1944 when lst Flat was atbached
é\ to Compeny A, 814th TD Bn, and moved to concentration area vieinity of Groot Haasdal,
;’ Holland to join Task Force Biddle (113th Cav). Plst received no mission while with
~J the task force and returned to Bn control with Company A on 22 Nov 1944. :
)_ minus 1st and 5rd Platoons moved to Groot Haasdal, Holland with 814th TDEBS
:{Pb Nov 1944, 3rd Plat being attached to Company C, 814th TD Bn which was eltac

CCB, 7th frmd Div. gs é 7 j

; f 3, lst Flat relieved from attachment to Company 4, 814th TD Bn, and returned
L) to Company Control on 24 Nov 1944,

i_i; Company had no missionuntil 28 Nov 1944, when Pioneer Plat had mission -
of digging positions for three (%) M-36 Tenk Destroyers of Company B, between
1{ / .Pomme:/n» ,ﬁﬁd Suggerath, Germany (895649), which were to support, by covering with
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(After Action Report, 814th TD Bn, month of Nov 44, cont'd)

o

direct fire the high ground sast of Beek, Germany, the attack of the 40th Tk Bn
on 292 Nov 1944, Positions prepared under cover of darkness and guns occupled them
succegsfully., Company had no zdditional missions during month.

Company A

1. On 1 Nov 1944, Company A was zttached to CCA, 7th Armd Div and in indirect
fire positions near Weert, Holland. Compeny remained in these positions,firing
several missions, until 5 Nov 1944 when lst Plat established Road Flock on Ospele
Meijel Road (650030), 2nd Plat acted as bridge guard I and 1/2 mile north of Ned-
erweert, and 3rd Plat was in support positions with 40th Tk Bn, 3000 yards NE of
Ospel.

_ 2. Company moved to assembly position 3 miles NVW of Weert on 8 Nov 1944 and
noved to Fouron le tomte, Belgium on 9 Nov 1944, reverting to Bn control upon
closing in billets in that town.

5. Company remained in billets until 17 Nov 1944 when is was attached, with
let Plat Ren Co, to 113th Cav Gp to form Task Force Biddle, and moved to vicinity
Groot Heasdal, Hollend.  Company received no mission from this Task Forece snd re-
turned to Bn control on 22 Nov 1944,

4. On 23 Nov 1944, Uompany A4, with lst Plat Ren Co, was attachbed to 40th
Tk Bn which in turn wss attached to 335th Inf Regt, and moved to assembly position
viecinity of Geronsweiler, Germany. Column was halted near cross road 938633 due to
jamming of road by unit in front of it. Fnemy artillery concentration hit column
- end it could not disperse. Two Tank Destroyers wese knocked out causing 15 - :
casualties (Co A - 12, 1st flat ¥en - 3). Two Platoons occupied defensive positions |
by 1715 hours, vicinity Geronsweiler, Cermany, receiving both direct and indivect srts |
illery fire. Company remained in these positions, firing at pill boxes and amti- .
tank guns, until relieved on 28 Nov 1944 =t which time Company A reverted %6 Bn
control.

5, 1st flzt Ren Co relieved of attachment to Company A on 23 Nov 1944 and
returned to Battalion control.

Company B

1. ©On 1 Nov 1944 Compsny was under Bn centrol in bivouac 1 and 1/2 mile
south of Masrheeze, Holland performing maintenance and training.

2. On 4 Nov 1944 Company wes attached to COR, 7th Armd Uiv, tut only 1st
Plat moved out to join CCR as a holding force in vicinity of Ospel.

8. There was no change until 8 Nov 1944 when Company moved to assembly pos-
ition with CCR,1 and 1/2 mile south east of Maarheeze. On 9 Nov 1944 Company
moved to Fouron le Comte, Relgium, reverting to Batislion control.

4. Compeany remained in billets performing maintenance and training until
22 Nov 1944, when it moved with the Bn to billets in Groot Haassdal, Holland. Co
remained in billets until 28 Nov when 2nd Plat moved with 3rd Plat Co C, 814th TD
Bn to assembly positions SE of Ubach, Germeny. This Plat occupied dug in positions
between Prummern and Suggerath, prepared by Picneer Plat Ren Co, prior to daylight
29 Nov with mission of covering high ground east of Beek. Platoon knocked out one

-



DECLASSIFIED =
j Autioty NND 33501
i_eyﬁﬁ NARA Dar: A/6/05 |

B I e

. , _ , : =

= {

(After Action Report, 814th TD BEn, month of Nov 44, cont'd)
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German tank, idéntified as Panther, at 2800,yards on afternoon of 30 Nov 1944,
(Platoon equipped with 90mm guns). The position of this Platoon was well or-
ganized and drew no enemy fire for two days.

5. Remainder of Compsny remained in billets.

Company €

1. On 1 Nov 1944 Company attached to CCB, 7th Armd Div, moved with that
command to assembly ares 1 and 1/2 mile south of Weert, Holland where it remained,
conducting tactical training with CCB, until 8 Nov when it moved to billets in
Fouron le Comte, Belgium and reverted to Bn control.

2, Compeny remained in billets performing maintenance and training until 28
Nov 1944 when 3rd Plat of Ren Co was attached to it and both attached to CCB, and
units moved to concentration area in Heek, Holland,

3 Company continued maintenance and training for remainder of month in this
location, with the exception of the 1st Plat, which was attached to CCR and moved to
assembly position south east of Ubach, Germany.

4. On night of 28 Nov, platoon moved into defilade positions west of Ger-
eonsweller - Setterch Road.

5. Platoon remained in position west of Gereonsweiler — Setterch Road until
1700 hours 29 Nov when it moved into Lindern, Germany with mission of assisting 335th
Inf Regt, 2 Co's 40th Tk Bn and 1 Plat 628th TD Bn in holding that town. Platoon
was shifted from one side of town to other as tanks were reported, It seemed that
no other unit would take them under fire, believing that only 2 90mm gun would
affect them. One enemy tank was knocked out on 30 Nov st about 1200 yards.

This Battalion started receiving the M-36 Tank Destroyer, which mounts
90mm gun, to replace the M-10 on 19 Nov 1944, At vresent date twenty have been re-
ceived,

The fact that the Battalion now has a few of these guns in each company
haes caused platoons equipped with them to be detached from the companies and given
specisl missions,

To date two enemy tanks have been knocked out by the M-38, and crews have
gained confidence in thenm,

For the Commanding Yfficer:

T
WALTER W, LAND
Captain FA
Adjutant




