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HEADQUARTERS /2T ARMCRED INFANTRY BATTALION
APC 257, U, S. Army

1 February 1945
SUBJRCT: After Action Report, Month of January 1945

70 ¢  The Adjutant Gemeral, Washington 25, D. G,
Thru Commanding General, 7th Armd Div, APO 257, U. S. Army

Follewing is a summary of evenia contained in the A2th Armered
Infantry Battalion Unit Journal for the month of Janusry 1945:

1 Janvary 1945, . Location - Terrisres, Belsimm, Map Reference -
Aywaille No 86, 1:50,000. OGrid coordinates 485 - 022, Battalion in billets
where a continuation of re-organizaticn on? maintensnes of wehicles and weo-
pons is earried on. Assault teams within each letter company were orgsn-
ized and weve issved demolitions by A/33. A demenstration in nee of-demoli-
tiong was cendueted by a squad of A/33 for the selected personnel. At 1600
the hatialion legsg Service snd A Companies moved te new hillets at Ferrieres,
Init clesed in new hillets at 1800. Distsnce traveled 7.4 miles, Weather -

Cold.

2 Jspusry 1945. Loecsaticn - Ferrieres, Belsiwm., Nap Reference -
Aywallle Ne, B0, 1:50,000, Grid Coordinates 425 - 022. Re - organization
of comnanies was continued! There wes -slso a continuation of issuance of
equipment; and elothing to the entire hatislion. The battalion lesss A and
Serviece Oompenies were zlerted to move but was unshle to do so, to diffieulty
in obtaining hillets in CCB area. Weather - Celd, dug -

3 January 1945, Location - Rounge NMiniere, Belgium. Iap Reference
- Avwaille Ne. 20, 1:50,000. Grid Coerdinates 502 - 036. A% 0900, Battalion
Headmuarters, Headousrters Company less the Machine Gun and Korisr nlateons,
Medieal Detachment snd B Company moved from Ferrieres to the above location,
Unit closed in ao% 1030, Distance traveled was 2.2 milegs. The Machine Gun .
and Mertar platoons were bhilleted at Grimonster. Companies A and C remained
at their hilleks., A/A%, 1 platoon of A4/31 and first platoon of 4/33 conduct-
ed training exercises involving clogse mutusl support and teamwork of tanks,
infantry and engineers. A similar tyne problem involving C/A%, 1 platoon of SR
of C/31 and the second platoon of 4/33 were condncted. Feadquarters snd B |
Companies gentinved reorgsnization, All company snd Battalion stsff officers
attended 2 eritigue and confersnce conducted by the Cemmanding Genersl of |
CCB at GCB CP =t 1200, Plans were made For prchlems involving B/AS and 1 plat-
oon of B/3 1 and the third vlatoon of A/33 to be conducted 4 Janusry 19/5%un-
der the surervigion of #ag CC of 31 Tark Battalion. All Company Commanders
asgamhled at the Batialicn €8 at 2130 and the following neints were brought |
wp: I, The proper wearing of the wniform, II. The wearing of the ingignia
by officers and nen-commissicned officers. IXI, MNilitary courtesy. IV.
Hehtal alertness of =ll personnel, V. Close inspecton of messes by co-

:
of

mpany commanders and Batislion Medicel Cfficere. Weshter - Cold and snow.
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L JarmarT—40L5 TLocation = Safelas far13wdnifars
B//8, B /31 and 3rAd platoomphedmiasmmmmndetad. o o Involving the penetra-
tion of a small force using secendsry trails to peneirste similated enemy pos-
itions. Problem showed a necéssity for further infantry small unit training with
emphesis on aggressivensss and confrol, The condition of nmeads in the srea that this
pnit will probably operate, will greatly limit the use and manveverability of
tanles, thereby necessitating a greater oroportion of infantry.i The ususl tank-
infantry did not properly use the terrain for cover snd conceslment, In view of
the forazoing, this problem for Pifle platoons of this battalion, was dravn wp |
and wonld he axecuted bﬂ' each company,  Weather - Melting, RN A

5 January 1045, Location - Same as shove. All platoons of A/48 ran
chort advance guard problem, (Ses $-3 file for problem and overlsy) Enthusiasm
digplayved was good but further +training is neeessery, AT platoon, Company B,
conducted teat firing of ibs 57 MM guns. Bn Commander cenducted s meeting at
1430 and covered the following points: T, Vital necessity for conservation of
all eguipment, II, Brief erientation on the tactical sitmation, III, Nec-

essity for greater slertneds on behalf of all pergonnel towsrds infiltrating
Germoange, 1V, BRead message from the Division Commander on the stend st St, Vith

and explained the prohsble futire emplovment and the neesssity for all pesrsommel
ha'ing nrepsred, Westher - Gleuded{

4 Jemary 1945, Loeation - Seme as shove, Companies B and € ran
platoon problems of an infantry platoon in Advance Guard, The spirit and enthus-
iasm  was geod and coed training resulted, The AT platoon of Company A test-
fired their 57 NN AT cuns. Oomoany A also test-fired » number of small-arms
waanens, A school on the BAR was conducted for the BAR men of the Battalien by
Lt. Steinberg, A gector of the front was recomnoittered hy reconnaissance parties
from each company. A report on the findincs were rendered by the patrel members
direct to CCB and posted on the 5-2 = S-3 map. Weather - Glouded,

7 January 1945, Location - Same as showe. Entire command was fur-
niched the opportunity te take heths at Shower Point, Neo training schednled.
Relisions servicess were conducted during the day., Thie Red Crioss Clubmebide
vigited the Bsttalion to disnense coffse snd donuts. M officers sehool was
conducted by 8-2 on Gemmin and sticky srenades. Weather - Cold.

-8%Janvary 1945, Location - Ssme as sbove. Training was regumed by
211 gompaniss in accordance with published schedule, (See Schedule) The Batta-
1ion Commander and the S5-3 accom panied the CG of CCB on a reconnaisssnce of the
ares in the vicinity of Malmedy and Stavelot, Belgium, Contacted CG of the 30
Inf Div and the CO of 120th In? Regt, 30th Inf Div as te the situation en their
front snd on possihle nse of armered elements on the terrain south of their pos-
ition. L with sr-proxims
anow and the road net in this area generally inadecuate, Terrsin very rugged in
charscter with gteep hills covered with forest and few trails negotisble fer tarks.
Some trainine scheduled for today was postponed due to inclement weather, Fif-
teen officers and non-commissioned officers attended a2 forws rd observers school
for srtillery at CCB CP, Westher - Smow and hich winds.

9 Janvery 1945, Leocation = Ssme as shove, Training schedule follow-
ed by 211 vnits, Units continved trainine of amall unit tactiecs, Firing of wea=
pons was accomplished, A/22 conducted company problem invelvin g the use of
+arks and enpineers, Terks negotiated trails chosen for axis of advence with
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great aifPieulty d_ td snow and ice 174cb1é=14*‘1rjl A sevonsiratsa that pro-
gress in thig terrain pl e ——— o I --'; to a1l officers at

a moeting held at 1600, Numerouns SOP rrocﬂim’es w-ern'mm‘:tored. This was deemw~
ed necess arv sinee so manv new offigera had joined this vnit, OFfficers were told
of the treatment afferded United Sta fes Pristners of Wer by certain German
+roops. Weather - Cold,

10 Jenuvary 1045, Ssme as shbove, Training schedule was not followed
today as vnits were placed on a two-howr 2lert., Compsnies prepared for move-
ment snd checked vehicles, radics snd other eguipment for vpreparedness., Billei-
ing ‘detail wnder S-1 reported to COB for instructions at 1300, Headgusrters was
notified at 1€00 by Workshop (Mr, Bachman) that the wnit would not move tonisht -
as planped, Billeting det=i1 rn’m“ner“ te CP at 1230 and reported that the ares
allotted to this Battalion mwee Fillad me‘/cther trecops. This hesdonarters was
notiried hy CCB that further 1?1:3*1‘13.3'?;10119 as to billeting area, time of moverent
ete. wonld he fortheoming, Westher - Cold and cl esr. : :

11 Janvary 1645, Bame a s pbcv e, Billeting party led by 8-1 met at
OP. of GCB at O30 for rveconnaissance of new billeting area. On order of CCB, all
companies were placed on 2 thirty-minute =lert after 1200, Billeting party return-
ed ot 1300 and reperted new area slready cccumpied by other troops. '}his fact
wags reported to CCB Ffor action and this Hes dquarters was ordered to conduct
Purther reconnaiggance within GCB area For bhillets, .The glert was ecslled off en
order of CCB and the meve wes postpernsd until 12 Jen*.*-arv 19452 - A% 1430, thae
‘60, 8-3, S-2, S5-1 and g reconnaigsance squad left the CP for a gearch of a new
area for billets, Possible billets were located st Marteau, Belzivm, . Tentstive
plang were made for moving the entire Basttalion within this vieinity 12 Janvary
1045, BEntire psrty less the reconnsisssnce squad msk returned to the CP at 170.
The srea was cleared with CCB, Permission was granted for C Company to billet
in the ares of the 3lgt Tark Battalion, A meeting of 211 Company Commenders was
eelled at the CP at 1930 The order of March snd time of march together with
the route of march were given to 21l compsniss, Weather - Cold,

12 Ja nvery 1945, Loeation - Martea u, Belgimm. Map Reference -

Valmedy Sheet No, 81, 1:50,000. The battalion moved from Rouge Miniere, Bel-
givm as schednled: 0200 - A company; 0000 - Headouvarters, E eadquerters Com-
pany and Medical Detachment; 1000 ~ G company and 1100 - B and Service Compan-
iess BRoute of march for A company, Bn Hgs, Has Cembany and Medicel Detochment
was Aywaille, Remouchamps, Hontregard, LaReid and Martesu, Route of march for

€, B and Service Comparies wag Aywaille, Louvigne, Theaux and Martean. Battsl-
ion cdos ed in st 1340, Distance traveled was 15 milss. There were no straze=
1 ers. The coordinstes ¢f companies and detschments of their present leoestion
nsine the ahove map reference is as follows: Bn Has - 648-117; Has Company 649=-
112 A 647-138; B 722-130; O £420.12/; Medical Detachment 647-119 sand Servie e
Compeny 64/-116, S-3 snd 5-2 visitéd OCB to obtesin latest information and in-
structions. They received a hrief cutline on the proposed operation. The 5-2
“ohtained a2 rosd reconnaissance ©veriay from the S-2 of CCB, The CG of CCB or-
dersd further reconnsissance in the Bn ares for billeting one company of the 509

Parachute Infantry., Further search found no billets agailable for this company
and such a renort was forwarded to CCB, A telsrhone call from GCB at 2340 or-
dered €0 to CP of GCB for w meeting at 0830 13 January 1945, Veather - Gold,
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13 Jannas, 41945 Ltadiata.Sate 2o ok 2 danuary 1945,
24 0815 the CO reported at the CP of CCB for a meeting with the €G, Various
phases of the proposed sttack were discussed and plans were made of all tactical
compoaitiona of all forces within CCB, Forces within CCB to he as follows.

T o v

Tagk Ferce C Taglk Forc ¢ A Task Force B
(L+, Col. ERLEMBUSH) * (L+. Col, CHAPPUIS) (Maj Thomasick)
Hq/31 . Ha//8 509 Par. Bn,
6/28 ; Alig ¢ B/31
/31 B/48 3/4/33
2/A/33 A/31
£/509 1/A/33

23, FA Bn to he in direct suppert of CCB, Four other battalions available on ¥
pall, Other detsils ss outlined in CCB field order to be issued, At a meeting
at 1300 of company commandaera and ataf ’ the crer.rerq'T T‘l'i"l of attack ql'ld the
emnlovment of Tamk Force A was f*hﬁuqsed, The commimications officer wss
dirsctad to see that the channels on the radios of the organizstions other fhan
18th, be netted into the command net, S-2 was given the mission of contseting
any f"‘"eﬂﬂ"*‘ troops within the proposed zone of action, relative pines, strong-
points, enemy pesitions ete. S-4 was directed to chiein rifle grenade flares -
1P availahle, A f"1~+7’1"111+'10n of a pre-grranged map code wag made to the com-
pany commanders snd the use of it explained. Beginning at 1300, B//2 conduct~
2d an-gasavlt fire problem over ierrain nesr their hillets, r‘cmnnnles Aand C
condvoted trginine wunder the commany's supervisicn. Companies slsc conducted
thorenush checks to assure that all vehicles wers fully combat loaded and that
hoth froops and vehicles were prepared to move on 2 moment's notice. HWeather-
Cold,

14 Jarnwery 1045, Location - Same as shove. S-3 reported to CGB
a¥ 0230 and was directed te reconmoiter for assembly positions in the viecinity
of Waimes, Belsimm, Upon actusl recomnaissance, it was found thet the srea
allotted TPA was on the forward slope of = hill with no concealment and in Foll
view of the present enemy positions, At the fime of the visit to Waimes, the
villaos was outposted by dng-in elements of the 2nd Bn of the 23rd Inf Regt,
ond Tn® Div, A report was svbmitted to CCB and the undesirability of the ags=~
igned assembly area wa s made known. 8-3 was adviged by CCE that appreoximately
.00 snow capes wotrild be availabla for the fortheoming operation snd as many
vehicles as possihle were to he calewmined. At 1830 the €O hed a brief cerex
mony gnd presented awards to.a group of officers and men of the battalien,
Map studies of pronosed operstions to be cenducted snd tentative plana- were
made for TFA, Murther rFPOPnﬂ‘SSﬂnPP was ordered and the €0 directed further
vigits to friendlv troops to sscwre information.  An outline plan and an over-
rla_v for overations was received from CCB . Westher - Cold,

15 January 1045, Location - Ssme ss sbove, At 0330 8-3 wes informe
ed by the lisison officer %o report do CCB at 0715 for the purpose of conduct-
ine a reconnaigsance of the forward assembly areas in the vicinity of Waimes,
Belgium. The area was recomnoittered for the suitability of vehlc'le parks,
cone salment and locstion of mines, friendly and enemy, Only part of the area
conld be reconnoittered since the sovthern nart of this area was under small
arms Tire, Mines were definitely locatsd in the southern part of the assembly
area, Apitahle cover and conceshment were awailable within the area. S-3
returned to the CP at 1300. 4 representative from each company within TFA was
sent to the assembly area to selact a comnany assembly asrea. The CO reported
st the G6B GP at 1/00 for a2 meeting with the GG, The 00 raturned at 1600. The
G0 snd S-3 prepsred an attack order (Field Order NoJd), Billeting parties

from the companies returned at 1800 and reported to Go that areas M within
e /0

14 AUG iv4H
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the Porward sssembly srea had been selected., FPlans were made for instruc-
tion in First Ald Measured with Ceoptain LINDEN <to be conducted by the
Wadical Detachment personnel on 16 January 1945. All compeny Commanders

of T™A were notified to report at Worse CP at 0900 16 Janusry 1945 for Field
Crderg. Weather - Celd,

1 6 Janvary 1945. Location - Sesme as sbove. LB called to discuss
the use of defencive grensdss or holf-pound blocks of T. N, T, for blowing
holes in Prozen mrovnd. Demonsiration at Worse CP clearly showed thet half-
pernd blocks of T, N, T, were most satisfaetory fer this purpose. CCB was
requasted to send 800 half-pound blocks of T, N, T, nrepared with caps and
soniters for use in this Battalion, Blocks were to he prepared by A/33. At
1300 S-2 and S-3 left CP to visit OPs of 120th RCT and 23rd ROT,” Vigit to
120+h ROT disclosed that in sccordance with plans a1l elements were on their
assioned chiectives, Visit to 23rd ROT disclosed elements of T is vmit were
1pst short of thsir ohiective and sxvected to he on their assigned pbjective
ot 2400, Elements 6 the lst Inf Div were not yed abreast of the 23rd RCT
hut were movine wn, €0 of 23rd ROT stated that he- had been given the mission
at 1200 %o vush beyond his original objective and faking the towns of Ivel-
dinzen and Montensau, Belgium, The chjectives had formerly been assigned
to TFA, 7AD, S-2 snd S-3 returned to CP at 1€00.. CCB dinformed unit that
1+ wonld move *to Torward sssewbly ares at approximetely 2200. Company rep-
racantatives mere sent to chock their respective assemhly areas at 1800. The
raconnaissance nlatoon was given the mission of pesting the road to the forward
assembly area, Xt 1000 GCB notified the vnit that there would by no move-
ment tonisht and billeting representatives were recalled. No slternate plan
was civen this Headquerters and no indication of new develorments wers :
divuloed, At 2030 the lisison officer of Worse guided truclk with demolitions
+o Service Company. Weather - Celd.

17 January 1945, Loeation - Same as sbove. CBB colled at 1330
for = renrcsenteative to reconnoitter +the forward asserbly srea. Leconnaissance
platoon wes given the mission of inspecting mew area for suitablity ss te
antrance and exit and ag to mine fields, A% 1500 CG of CBB visited the CP
and disseminated latest enemy information, At 1530 the C& CCB amd GO Worse
1eft CP to visit Company B to inspect the use of one-half pound blocks of
T, N, T. for purposees of blowing fosholes in frozen eround, The low
temneratire cavsed gome blodks te f2il to explode, but the addition of an-
other cap solved this oroblem. The offensive grensdes that were svailable
at the other ASPs were Teported not svailsble to us by eht ammunitions
sergeant. Unit was advised at 1845 that there ‘would by no movement tonisht.
G0 and 3-3 nlanned s reconnaisssnce in the vieinity of Waimes, Belzium be-
olrning at 0220 18 Jgnuary 1945, Company Commanders of TFA were told to r e-
nort at 0OCO 12 Janusry 19L5 fer the purpose of condueting a reconnaissance
in *his game sres, Weather - Warmer with snow, :

12 Janmary 1945, Locetion - Same as above. At 0900 CO, S-3
and Company revrasentatives of TFA left CP for a reconnaissgance of Wiimes,
Releimm and routes sonth of Waimes, New assembly positions mere selected
on order of CCB and rontes lsading out of the area wers heing swept by A/33.
Aeter a csra”ul reconnaissance of the forward agsemhly nositions, the company
commanders returned to their bitlets. €0 and 5-3 visited the CP of R@T,
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2nd Inf Div, Informatyem 20 nere indiested that there would be no

o prortuiity ténicht +o *m+ GCB plan of attack inte 2ffect. €O and 5-3
retirned to CP at 1545, OB notified by liaison officer of the cancellation
of all previovs plans. The €O was ordered at 1730 to report to the GCB CF
at 1800 for g meeting snd for g disecussion c”' a new plan of employment. Bn
was notified that there would be neo mevement tenisht. An Officer represent-
ative from each company, the reconnaissance officer and platoon and S-2 were
ordered to meet at Worse CP ot 0200 19 Janueyy 1945, feor the purpose of rec-
onnoittering new routes within new gzone to LD2 Weather - Clouded and misty.

19 Jamusry 1945, Loeation: Waimes, Belgium - Grid Coordinates
$/0-028, Map Reference Sheest No, 81, Ealmedy 1:50,000, S-2 and Reconnalssance
Officer left CP at 0230 to check possible routes of forward assembly area
in the vicinity of Linguveville, BExecutive Officer and S-1 met with GG of
CCB =2t Macadamg Headguerters at 1400 and received instructions to reconnoiter
f orward agsembly area in the wvieinity of RJ 822-9/9, This reconnaissance
was made together with Bx, O, of 509 Par. Inf Bn Bx. 0. =nd 5-1 retirned to
CP at 12/5. €O went to CCB CP for s unitx commenders. me eting at 1500 to
receive movement orders to Waimes snd to receive a tentative time for cross-
ing the TP which was 2015, A meeting of Company Commanders. of TRA was held
ot CP at 1700 at which *ime aompsny commanders were given final insgtructicng
and orﬂe'r‘ of march, €0 and 5-3 left CP at 1900. IT“A left lartesu at
2015 arch order was Reconnmaissance section, Bn Hys, 4 Company and 4/31,
c/m =k as<ﬁ oned to TFC st 1700 and B/48(-AT platoon) was assizned to T¥B
at some time. Route of march was Merteau, Spa, Eelchamps, Franchorchamps,
Burneville, Malmedy, Bancnez and Weimes. Unit was still moving at midnight.
There wss a heavy snowfall. ‘

20 Janvary 1945, Loeation: 14 miles Bast of Recht, Belgium,
Grid Coordinates 820-0/9, Map Reference: ' Sheet No., 5602, 1;25,000.
Still on the move at the beginnine of the day, Unit closed in =t 0215. Due
to the heavy snowfall, several vehicles were ditched and later recovered. At
0500 00 raceived orders to report to CCB and receiv ed the order to be pre-
nared to move at any time after 0200 %o new assembly srea in the vieinity of
RJ £02.040, TFA moved from Wimes at 0800 and closed in new area at shové
lecation -=+ 1030, Order of march was A/A2, BriHgs, Hgs Co, 1/4/33, Medical
Detachment, AT platoon of B/A2 =nd A/31, At 1100 ¢ = (2nd Platoon) of 814
T Bn and “)/?1 was attached +o TFA, B- (AT pl-atcon) .8 reverted to TFA gt 1700,
CG CCB gave TRA the mission to attack in conjunction with TFB, the v:!,ll_sa_ge
of Born., The essst-wegt railrosd wes the left boundary of TE'A. At 175
TFA attecking in econjunetion with TFB on the right, had resched a zerneral
north-south line aporoximately 1100 yards west of Born. They had captured
15 PWS in their attack towerd villase and were rsceiving small-arms and
- AG fire '-"1"0"" the high ground just west of Born. At sbout 1730, the right
company of THB 1'J/‘EOC‘ Par,) had actuslly entered the outskirts of Born hut
had heen “"orc=ﬂ to withdraw to the gome gemersl line on whigh TFA had been
storned, Dus to lack of control and communication, 8-3 was sent te centact

the assaulting e",ermm of TFA arnd TFB with the mission of coordingting the
attack into Born, At 2000 the agsavltine companies were ordered te reorgan=
iwe, consolidate the:?r present positions and orepare to atiack. At 2130

a ten-—mlnute praepasration of attillery was to be placed on the town with the
434 FA in direct suppert snd as many other battelions of artillery as were
svailahle. The 81 MM snd A& ploteons were given the mission of firing
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i¥ed concen*ratﬁo;_xo?;HE and WP on ﬂﬁ?tseéﬂi@nfém_aorh east of the AR
tracks, At 2320 2 heavy snowfall limited the viSTHITity to 50 yards. At
2 345 the attack began with TTA on the left and TFB on the richt, TFB
was svnvorted by four medivm tenks which meved out following the Infantry,
During this action B/J8, 21 M plat//2, AGplat/lS were committed, Remain.
der of TFA was held in CCB reserve in the vehievlsr assenbly ares near . the
CP from 3300 %o 0130 (21 Jan 45). Casualties: 1 killed and 13 wounded;
1 Half-track wss destroved, Weather - Gold :

21 Jgnuegry 1045, Location: Same as 20 Janusry 1945, :

00 B//2 had entered Born and was occupying the part of the village
ned as their objective. No contact was made with TFG. At g%40, 1t
was. learned that TFC would not be able to reach Born by devlicht., A/48
was erderel o pags thru B/A8 and secure that pertior of the town east of
the railroad., At 0800 A//2 pagsed thru B//2 and attacked the portion.of town
eagt of the railroad. This company met very stiff resistance from MG, rifle
and AG fire. Due to the exceptional leadership of the company commander of
AJ12, the reaistance was overeome, This portion of the town wss clesred by
1500, A/L2 cutposted their portion of +he town =nd prepsred to repell g
counter-attack frem the south and east. B//28¢in conjtnetion with TFB re-
stmed the attack on the wastern half of Born ot 0800 and also met very heavy
sniver and MG fire, The western part of Born was clesred of enemy by 1600.
This information was late in gething back to the 48+th CP with the result
thsat 5-3 was sent at 1600 with A/31 and A/38 to assist them in clearing the
town, At 1730, contact was mede by this force with B/42. The situation was
clesred mp., A/33 was vsed to bolster the defenses of B 48 while 1/A/31
was sent to A//2 ond the remainder of A/31 supperted B//2. At this time
A/32 reverted to its battalion hut with the missién of swporting B//8 un-
til 0200 22 January 1945, Some artillery and nehslwerfer fire was receive
ed in Born from 1200 until 2400, No comnter-sttacks were recsived, At 1700
the CP of A/33 repcrted that rosd frem GP (220-949) to Born was cleared.
C/L2 reverted- to Battalion control st 1800, Totsl casualties susteined
during this setion were as follows: 1 killed and 12 wovnnded, There were
no vehicular losses. Weather: Cold and clear.

22 Janvory 1945, Leeation: Born, Belgium, Grid coordinsics
252-943. WNan Reference: 5Sheet No, 5602, 1:25,000. At 0230, CO reciéved
orders from CG CCB tfo have one rifle company prepared. to move out at 0900,
Further Instructions were to be ziven later. In compliance with this erder
B/12 was alerted. No ensmy counter-attack materialized during this period,
Further coordination of defensive sectors accomplished during, merning day-
light heuvrs, - At 0200 B/.8 was detached and was attached to 31 Tk Bn with
mission of attacking Hunningen, G€/.8 was crdered to take over defensive
nosition held by B//8., At 1700 A/31 wag .detached from /8+h AIB and re-
verted to 31 Tk Bn, At 1400, 2 supply trucks were hit by artillery and
nartially destreved in the ¥i¥lage of Born . (Grid coordinstes 842-939)
At 2000 one kitchen truck wes partially destroved by mines at coordinates
835-945., One officer and thrse enlisted men were injured. Cccassional
artillery fire fell in Bern from 1400 to 2 400. OGP was moved frem
near Recht, Bslzimm to abeve lecation leaving at 1230 and arriving at 1300.
Distance traveled wag four miles, WMap reference for shove coordinastes is
Sheet Mo 5402, 1;25,000. Casualties: one officer and 7 EM killed, 10 miss-
ing in action and one officer and 34 EM wounded, Weather: GCold and clear.
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At 0400 this headguarters was notified *hat the Bn was agsioned to CCR, This
came from 5-3 GCB, The €0 was ordered to report o CCR Hgs st once., The
CO returned fo the CP at 0715, The S-3 and liaison officer went to the GCR
CP with the £0, A1l compenies wers alerted to be preparsd for sarly mome-
ment. The company commanders of, 4, C, Hg//2 and "3/.&0 together with 5-3 went
on a reconnaissance to locate Lorward agsenhly sreas for vehicles and 2
reconnaissance as far forward as vossible in the wone of action. The' GCR
obiective was %o atisck an d seize St Vith using east-west road thru Eun-
nizen as LD with 27 Ren Sg plus one tank company %o seize the srownd immed-
iately east of St, Vith, The /2th AIB less B companw plus B//0 made up
one tagk force - objective heing St, Vith, At 1000 CO, 3-3 and company cOm-
manders retirned to the GP. The CO received orders that Hhis battelion min-
us B/ worlA wavert to CGB control. Plan of attnck wes chansed P as fol-
lows :* TF BEATTY to attack from the vieinity of Hunnicen agiride the lead-
ing road into St Vith, to seize and hold RJ 853-883. TF REEA to attack from
NE and seize RJ 855-986, TF CHAPPUIS wonld sttack from viein ity of Hunnigen-
ohjective, o seize 21l roads leading to St. Vith from the West, South and
Bast.  Attack schedule was set at 1300, TF CHAPPUIS consisted of 42 AIB (-B)
and 4/31, KCompanies moved out in vehieles to vshicle assembly area at
Nede r Bmmels, Due te change in plan, time of attack was postponed uptil
1415, Ariillery preparations commenced at H-20 ,te he 1ifted on call)was fired
by Division Artillery. TF CHAPPUIS crogssed LD at 1415 in a colimn of com-
nanies, 0//8 fcllowed by A/’Q and MG platcon., One platoon of A/31 was at-
tached to C//2, A/31 ( 1r~"-=to!:m) was held in reserve uwntil road leading
to S%, Vith could be swept for mines, AG and mortar platoons went into po-
gition in the vicinity of 840-000 prepsred - to fire on tergers of opportun-
ity. Considerable enemy artillery firs was received in the vieinity of Hunm-
nigen. The otiack progressed siteadily but slowly due to heavy snow. The
ensmy onposition was slicht. The objsctive was taken at 1745. 6//2 held
the sector *o the South of St Vith, .Q./AB covered sector S and W of St.
Vith, A//2 contacted TF BEATTY at 1800, At2000 enemy tanks and infantry
were reported moving S% aslong ‘l‘?“e road in the vieinity 264-203, Artillery
concentraticna were fired at thig 1oﬂ"*wenf and results did not become known,
No fnrther remerts were received of this force. At 2100 GG CCB ordered GO
of 42th ATB to coordinsts all forees in St. Vith and set wp the defense of
the town, G/4% was in contact with 40 enemy infantry supperted by 2 AG and
lost contzet with t hem at 2 100, Interrocation of rriscners showed that
those AG were lost and had come into owr lines by mistake. One A& was de-
gtroyed and & prisoners taken, Oceassional nebelwsrfer and mortar fire
wog recieved in the btown after 1%00. The forward CPF was located at 845 -
gogt.  Weather - Oeld,

2, January 1945, Location: Hunnigen, Belgiwmm. Grid coo**riinat-es
gL5-806, Map refersnce: Sheet No. 5602, 1:25,000. S-3 visite? companies
A, B, C//2 and CP of TF BHEA, Plan of defense of St. Vith was checked and
plans were made Tor brinsing tankg and TDs into the +ow_-to establish road
hleocks., « Occassicnal nsbalwerfer qr*4]1erv and mortar fire was recieved on
our positions in St, Vith., Due tc the borh eraters and debris within the
tovm, tanks we re unable te directly suppert the all-areund defense.
Ensineers were wnahle to irmediately clear a route thru the town for use as
‘g swnly and evacuation route, At 1130 C/17 was relieved from TF SEIKES
(517 Par In® Bn) and sttached to TF CHAPPUIS. €0 was ordered to repert to

0G CCB at 1330 for orders. 00s of Asnd ”/18 weke ordered %te conduct a per-

senal vigval reconnaif$isance for contemplative pbiectives. At 1600 CO returned

D Dﬁﬁﬁuvrmame“ : g
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+to GF with orders >/ sthack 25 Jahuary 1945,
277 to 875028, TP ERLENBUSH was erdeved to

.Y

ohiactive . which was the hich grommd apvroximately 1500 vards south of St.
Ts+h, At 1400 D/27 was attached to TF CHAPPUTS with the mission of pro-
tecting the north flark of €CB, D/87 we= crdered to outpost the nokthern
geetor of St, Vith and remain there until ordered to nmoge forward.
Gompany Commanders were assembled at CP 2t 1700 for attack orders. 4/18
was to move scuth at 0A00 25 January 1945, to pasgs thru TF ERLENBUSH and
attnak objective from the South. B/42 was to cross LB at 0600, move east
slong road'from St Vith and attack their position of the objective from the

Wost. ©//2 was to be in Bn Reserve and be prepered to help in the attack

of either companiss A or B, A/33 was given the mission to clean the route 8
thru St, ¥ith Tor vhelcles, Work was to e completed by 1500, C/814 TD

Bn was to suvonort the agltsck by dirveet Tive frem position arga in dirces

tien of §t. Vith, 1/A/31 was to support B/4% attack. Remainder of 4/31

" plaeed in reserve, At 1830 CG CCB arrived 2t CP and furnished this Hgs

with additional aifiel photos. At 1900 the Mand &1 MM plstoons of 31

Tk Bn were attachaed to TF CHAPPUIS, 81 MM platoon of 31 Tk Bn was given

the mission of reinforeing the fira of A28, AG platdon of 31 Tk Bn to

he prensred %o fire on tercets of epportunities ‘from position east of St

Tith, Orsanic mortar and A8 platoons to support atiack by fire on call

of cheervers., At 2000 C/48 repelled » covnter-attack of abeout 12 men by

amall srme and srtillery fire, Harrassine fires were planned of artillery

Auring the nicht, At 1600 nebelwerfer €ire cavsed 13 casualties, nemely

; #31led and © wounded.of C/i%. Totel casuslties fer the day wae. 14,

Prisoners taken - 3, BEstimated enemy killed - 10 and enemy wounded -20.

Weather - Celd, :

oF Tapwary 1045, Loesticn: Same as above, At 0600, A and B/IS
ernaaed LD ag per scheduled, A/ﬁ? attacked south for sbomt 1200 yards
then torning northesst enterins the vocds at about daylicht, A/)8 met
1344le resistance and at 0000 had seized its part of therebjective and :
hepan to dig in. During the day the received seme artillery and nebel-
warfer Fire from an undetermined directicn, Scme smell-srms fire was re-
ceived from the woods ahout 400 yards to the front, B/AS advanced due sas *
after crossingd LD and resched a positionabout €00 yards from the ebjec-
tive when thov received gmall-armg, sutoma®dc and direct SP gun fire from
she creund dasismated as their objective. Tanks which supperted B/AS
‘were in defilade “rom this fire and were rosd-bound due to shell craters
arAd mines, The tanks were mmsble to support B/48 due to the presence of
posdhlocks which we re comhined with mine fields. The engineers supporting
B//8 had beceme separated from the ssssult echelen with the result that
14 wag 1400 before the road was clesred and the platoon of tanks could moe e
forwarde B/ and tanks advenced and contacted A/4%. It was again stopped
heecans & of amall-srms and AT fire, Ope tork was hit but not destroyed.
B//8 had suffered heavy ecagualties and was forced to diz in short of their
chiective, The THG plateon wag Aisplaced forward *o support B/A% position,
Plane werse mada at 1800 for the committment at 0700 26 Janusry of C/48
which was to pass thrn B/A2, seize the objsctive and to meke contact on ¥
the Nor+h withCOA, Some artillery fire fell on the Bn front limes during
the night 28-76 Jamusry 1945, One platoon of 4/31 was sent forward to Te-
eniforae fhe positions of 4 and B//8 and we re in position by 1900. A/33
had opened the road Trom St. Vith to the chjective by 1900, At 1900 a
contact patrol was sent to the Seuth fo esghtablich hetween owr right flank

1

and the left flank of TF ERLENSUSH. This coptapt was made at 2000,
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Contect was maintained thrucut the nicht, Weatler: Gel

LY s n
26T nuary 1045, Locetion: Same as above. 4t 0700 C/48 crossw
ed LD and contacted B/Z8 at ahout 0730, After a ple-ned artillery con-
contration had fallen on +he chisctive, G/L2 meved in supnorted by three
tanks of A/3L ond seized the objective at 010, At 1100 positions were e
comsolidated and contrat was established on the right and with CCA on the
Jeft, G/A2 had in 2ddition combed out the heavy woods to their left rear,
The BYG vlatoon was erdered to sunport the defenses of G/!,_S. Aprroxime te-
1v & tarles from A/31 supported the Bn front in pogitions which they ceuld
cover any tank spprosches to owr lefi, B//A2 was ordered to revert te Bn :
Reserve and hod hecun leaving their positions at 1200. At 1400 B/L8 waes
ordered to astablish road blodks eovering ths asppreaches inte St. Vith
from the Bast, South and West, In-sddition it was ordered to send cne
squad =25 a sentact noint between 8th AID gnd TF ERLENBUSH on the rightf
Seme nebelwerfer and artillery fire fell on the 48th defengive pogiticn
during the afternocn and nicht. At 1930 CO A2+th AIB was ordered by 5-3,
GCB *o continue the a¥tsck to the Bast ans ssize the high grovnd at 985-
477, I+ was nggasted that a combat patrol he utilized %o gecomplish this
migsion and +.ha*fﬁdﬂis vatrol after reaching its obiective, was to dig in
Por all-aronnd Aefense, Holding the hish cround st 895-877. CC /8th AIB
objected to this pland and recommended that a coordinated attack be made
on 27 Jervary 1045 4o full-fill this mission. It was pointed out that
the troops had sustained hesvy casualties and had had ne rest and 1ittéde
sleep in six days. The heevy snow and cold weather had decidedly lower-
ed the “ichting effieiency of the troops then on the line, This was con-
veved to GG CCB by S-3 GCB, As = result unit commanders were crdered te |
‘meet st CP /2+h AIB at 2200 to receive attack orders. 2t this time the
following plan was nrepared: At1000 27 Janusry 1945, C/42, 4/33, 1/A/31
ondTP THOMASICK (500 Par In® Bn) with an effective strenth of 4 officers
and 40 enlis ted men were to attack east to secure the righ ground at
805277, Goncenfrations were vrepared h- 434 FA Bn, Harrassing fires
wore %o be placsd to C//2's front duvring the nighi. A//8 was to de-
ford in Blace, swinging its left Clank to the NE to tie in with the new
13me *6 be estahliched by the a thack., TF THOMBASICE was to advance
abreast A//2 and protsct its left Flank . 433 was to protect right
slarie initially and tie in the dsfensive position hetween A/48 and C/48
onee the chiective had been seized, Vission of attack was to ssize high
—round vhich world nrotect the richt flank of the 82nd Airborne Dieisien
in its attack to the Bogt, WMeeting was still in-progress at close of
nericd.” Weather: Cold snd hesvy show.

o7 Janusry 1945. Loeation: FEsme as shove. At 0400, €,0 re-
tirned Prom weeting with CG CCB, At 500, company commanders and the
nlatoon lesder of 1/A/31 were assembled =nd vwere issued orders as pre-
vionsly cutlined, Bor the attack C/48 reported an effective strength of
5 officers and Gf enlisted men and A/33, 5 officers and 128 enlisted men,

TR TECMASTCK had an effective strength of L officers and 0 enlisted men,
Me mortar and NG platoons of Hgs Co and the mortar platoon of 31 Tk Bn
sare to muspord the attack, At 1000, G/48 jumped off and reperted cross-

ing LD at 1007, TF THOWASISK crossed LD at 1025. By 1130, G/48 had reaech-

T
ad s penersl line 285875 - 285883 and were pinned dowrhy heavy amall-srms
fire coming from edge of clesring 300 yards to their front. TP THOMASIGE
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was held m at 877 PP andwas receiving £ire from I, morTErE S e

arma, A hesvy enemv concentration of «'r**'l""‘m'“r hsd f2llen slong the Pﬁvsrce 7

 oF G/12 and A/33, This srtillery caused elements of 4/33 to become disor-

ganized, thereby opening the richt 1 '=‘_‘ﬂt of G//8. A hesvy concentraticn of

artillery Tire was placed on fthe enemy positiens and every effort of G/48 to

s dvance to their chisctive was met with strong MG, morter, srtillery and

rifle fire. 00 €/42 reamested permission to dig in at their positien. Thig

nerrission was sranted at 1400, A/33 tied in on the scuthern £lank and TR

MO ASTCR tied in at *he northern flark of C//2. At 1800, Op repcrted to

00 of OG0B snd was told thyat 3%th AIB was fo attack the D.ig;h't of 27 Jan-

usry 1045, pags thru the line held hy 4f8+th AIB an’ seize the objective. Troops

of 22+#h ATR were moving inte pesition at the close of the period, Weather:

Gold with 1ligh+t show,'

o8 Jarmary 1945{ Loecatien = Seme 2s sbove. At 0100 A and C/38 passed .
t hrn 13ne held by AS+h ATB and seized chjective at 030C, No enemy resigt- :
anee was encorntered. At0730 D/’-?"’ was ordered to hpild s lipe built by

A and 6/328 and in satterpting te pess thru our lines, was t‘lnned down by small-

arme fire comine freom sres +hry vhich A avd l"'/\aP had nagged at 0100, At .
1/00 terls were hrousht wp and they fired 8mall-arme fire into this area,
A soordinated attack of B/32 swmperted hy feur ianis at 1730 was Uocessi“ul

and B/32 joined the line held hy A and C/32. A't 1200 cormanders of the 2nd

?’n’ 2}_-: I'ﬁ" Res + ar7 Tnf Div med with ~ormmandere of the Z84h = sanr“ Z‘F"'h ATB

and det=iks of rn'! igf were planned, Relief ‘"e‘mr at 2100 and was completed

s+ 0130, Weather - Gold. :
20 Jomuary 1045, Locatien: Welkenrsedt, Balci'm. rid ccordin- i

ates 755 - 805, Wap reference: Verviers No 70, 1: 50 000, Epen relief by |

slements of the 87 Inf Div, JSHhATR aszserbled .,4-_ l‘eder Brmele (841 -00 5)a
Gamnany commanders reported at Bn CP at 0300 to receive march order te new
aren, Order of Msrch was Headquarters, Hesdguerters Company, lledicel Det-
achrent, &, B, C and Service Companies., Route of morch was: Diedenburg,

‘i‘fon'!'enemv Elvaﬁce Waimes, Robert sville, Jolhsy, Limbourg and Welkenraedt.
Unit crossed Drv:',‘-ll(!“ IP at Monteneau a2t 1100 anﬂ closed in at new area at
1545, Troops were hilleted and a pregram of rest, recreatiocn, personnel

and vehicular meintenance wes initiated. Hed "‘ocr‘l waa gerved te trecps be-
einning with evening manl. Total casusliies since commitiment 20 Janu.azﬁ_.

1945 are as follows: é—\ 0
0fficers En 1isted Men  Caswlties % | o o
Killed 2 35 13 3 of 2
Hormded A g:r.ncluﬁinfrglm (frost - bite) 56 % Ed _*
Yon - hattle 0 including) 74 (tremch- foot)26°% B«
Vissing 0 T K %@ s

Total 6 274 100 % ,E :

Diatance traveled dnring route of march wes 38 miles, Weather - Cold 2
frosty. :

30 Jenuvary 1°45. Location - 3Same as for 29 Jsnuvary 1945, Bn-
tire Batislien in hillets. This headguarters was informed that Seventh
Armered Division was in Corps Reserve, V Corpe and Pirst United States
Army snd that the Aivision may be called upor to fyrnish one combat com-
mand a2t any time to expleit the pemetration of the eremy 1ines in the corps’
sector. No trsining was conducted and the day devoted to rest and rehabilitaticn.
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A meeving oi vhe stafi officers and company commanders was neld at the (P at
1606 to discuss matters pertaining to sdulnigtration, supply and training., all
companies Teported adeguate billets and & larie fercentage of men were pro-
vided with beds. Treining for the next seven days was discugsed by the £=3
wita the company commandeis and & senersl oubline of subjects lo be covered
was vaken up. There was no contaech with tn eneny. Ho Casualties weic repori—
ed exce, T soie cases of susiectedbirench oot and frost bide. Hen were given
the opportunity to see wovies, Flans were made for adcitional recrestion

such as passes, U0 near-by towns, Hed Cross Clubmobiles and U. Se 0. siows,
Weather; (oldwith light snow,

Fl January 1945, TLocation: Same ag above. Troops continued Te—
hebilication and Test. Enuire B-tlalion was glven the oprortunily uo tuke
shoWeres and obtain clean clothes at the Shower Poinbt. 5-5 attenfed &
ing at OCB snd passed this information Teceived there to the Batitsiion soaLL
and Cosipany Commanders. Weather: Reiny woih much snow melbing,
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