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FORWARD

The purpose or this atery is to give the reader en idea

i ol the kind of l1ife led in the Infaotry during Warld war II,
‘ In attenpting to do thet, I have resorted to telling the

story of gne perticular Infentry ocutfit, Co. A of the 234

Armored Infantry Esttalion, but it could eessily be the bistory
i of almost any other group of Infentry G.I.'s
I Eince the most eommon Way %o Join e&n Infantry ocutfit that
wes fighting cversees was to live through the life of & re-
plecement first, it scecs fitting to begin this atory et Fort

Meade through which & large mejority of replacements passed ag

their way to the transports that took them to the fighting fronts
1]1 thﬂ El Ttgl

I have attempted tc give & fairly accurste pleture of tﬂgml;

veriety of experiences shered by our umit from the tise I join

was wounded and evacusted oo April 4, 1845, 4s a
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Northern Frence, the Ehineland, the Ardennes, and Central Europa,
4 If the resder finds this story & bit prejudiced, please
dismiss 1t understandingly as the ioevitable result of a graat
| pride in a great "putfit", for, of course, the mortar sSguad was

the best sguad in our Flatoon, the 24 Platoon the best platoon

= N

in A Co., Co. A the best Co. in the 23d Armored Infantry Emttedlon,
our Battalion tne best in the Division, apd last but not leasg,
the "Lucky Seventa™ was certuinly the finest and "flghtingest®

af all our Armored Divi=icns.
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£d PLATOON, Co. a; &od ARI'D INF. BaTTALICH, 7th ARM'D DIVISION
o (From Sept. 13, 1944 to aipril 4, 1945)

J (2nd Plataon)
FPlatoon Leaders Pletoon Sergeants
Lt., Justad WIA* T/Sgt. Caldwell
Lt. anderscn WIa T/Sgt. Caldwell
Lt. Klein wIii T/Sgt. Caldwell
Esgg. CEJ.%;IEll & TﬁEgt. Caldwell .

» LTeswWe T/Sgt. Menendez(Caldawell, uﬂﬂt.rlt.;

l Ltl' Tata HIC. T,’lsgt- mE:ﬂEﬂdE!Z s ﬁ.t-] “E‘

g T/Sgt. ienendez & T/5gt. enendez
Lt. Ford ¥ T/Sgt. .enendez '
Lt. Porges Wla T/Sgt. lienendez WIA
5/8gt. R.L.McB. & S5/5gt. R.L.MeB. WIa
Lt. Reed S{5gt. R.L.McB. (relieved by Seurs,ipril 2)

Members of £d Platoon as of April 4, 1345 '-ﬂ
H..Sguad izt Rifle Scuad 2d Rifle Sguad
E?Egt.E.L.EcEriﬁe 5/5gt. Chrisman S/0R%. Iarﬁ
Surng dichel Nichuck
MeCoy Johnson Guglietsl
Strini Vodhanel Churbonnet
wirgovien Ponzani Viood .
Messersmith Winner Gordon
| Morin Haydon fantzer
v Smart Wewood Heedles
sndersocn abeyta Woodward
surpghy Stires Folend
Potter (iledic) wills idicKenzie
suniran Sisler

dlortar Squad iachine Gun Sguad
gt. Lo emott E,f&.gt. Coyazo
Guyda
Fansler
Garber
Crane
Winstesd




Former Members of the 24 Flatoon and Other Members of & Co.
Whose Names I Can Still Remeaber

£d Platoon

S/Sgt. John Barnes

S/5gt-
5/sgt.

SiI-EE t-

S/Set.

Ostrander
Erickson
Jardin
levetro
Valentine
Roll
dartinez
Trujillc
Mesns
Miller, J.T.
leyers, D.H.
Mixsan
Nillile
Molteobury
dezatis
Leurring
Thrall
Lassiello
eGath
Meclormend
Hackney
Greenway
Zunk
TRut-cut"
Mull

A CD.

Capt. Whiteman ("Nevajo!)
Lt. Ipe==e Stier
Cuapt. Foster
Lt. aayben
Lt, Hicks
Lt. Creswell
Lt. Grundy
Lt. Hofers
Lt. Dradin
O'Erlen
lorville
Hennedy
T/Sgt. Seuars
S5/5gt. Leutner
15t255t. Willer
l=t/Sgt. Dees
Sgt. bBowles
5/5gt. Collins
5/Sgt. ieddock
S/3gt. Butler
Miller, Wm.
deyers
T/5gt. Lerlinga
T/Sgt. Stout
T/Sgt. Holland
5/5gt. Bill, E.
Hill, Ed

Gregg
Dudy
Sgt. Henr ;i
§/sgt. Johanson i %& »
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CHAFTER I

Getting there, - Britaln, -

up front at Metz




GRINDING THICUGH!

Chapter 1

We left Fort idsade sarly on the morning of August 1lth
after belng arranged in groups-of £LiEty, -- we were called
platoons, but freshly put together replacements are more a
crowd of individuals still than the clogsely knit fizhting
unlt known as a platoon. To reach the station at Heade we
It passed the huge clothing repair and salvage depot where
! German F.W.'s were at work. Some of them glanced scorn-

fully at us as we passed, They looked big and tough, --

probably scme of Hitler's beat from the Afrika Sorpa. It
agamesd ogueer to think that we would ba faclng men llke
these scon in battle, but the martial music of the escort-
ing band made us feel more equal to the task, It could be ;

eXplained payechologleally, I suppoze.

A short, sweaty trip with full battle squipmnent stacked
the seata or hanging froa any projections on the




s pressing up the steps.

_ At FKillmer, more esgquipment was lssued to each man, if

| thHat could be coapreshended, -- and also weapons. The

i records of the men in each company were rlaced 1ln & woodsn
box, and this was given to soile alreaiy over-burdiened rri-
vate to carry to ocur destination., We marched ovar to a
theater to gee 2 movie 1llustrating the do's ard don't's of

military travel, and then, as a sriang;* e T#wa went through

life-boat d»111 in ons of the large tanks holding a life-
boat bobbing up and down asalnst a concrete wall over which

was slung a net to simulate the slde of a sinking ship. Next

came a lecture demonstrating the squipment in each life-

boat, a2rl how tc meet the c‘é.len;e of any dlsaster at sea,

even detalled ss to what fish to eat.

4 atage show brought out fro. New York as a good-bye

" touch was well-intended, but difficult to enjoy when mental-

creparing ourselves to leave the old U.3.4. so soom,
August 13th, we moved again by tralm, dressed w
inter uniforas, Shipping space had to be )
: er wasn't so wvery far offl # rat

! e =
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while constantly tvisting apd turning 1o make it more d1ffioult

i

|

[

| (page 3 additions)

|

| There were 13,500 soldiers on board tnls large ship, plus crew, =
i 8 "tull house", & 1t vers. With no escort, we crulsed at top epesd
‘ Eﬂb untl}.

for enemy sube to track us.

) On one of my "policing" tours on the sun deck, 1 had the plessure

| of taleing with Bing Croeby, our chief ecterteiner on board, As ve travel-

6d pust horthern Ireland, ne pointed to the ares from which nis grandfether

had come. He invited two other men and me to hia sabln Tor beer or seft

aripks tols day. Whet a plessant fellov he wvas.,

R - pERSLY 16 "tt"".'“'
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raucous vaice intc every compartment announcing thes various
detalls for the day, just to remind us “that this was not a
pleasure cruise.

Zach man had a strip of canvas, which he called "home™,
in dimensions about 18 inches by & feet. OCn that, besides
himself, or in the immediate vieinity,(which was very im-
mediate), went all his worldly equipment except the duffle
bag, which had been stored in the hold of the ship.

i ¥hat 4id one do on a troop ship? Tach of the "feeding

i : periocds " took at least 3 hours, 90% of which time was spent

standling in line waiting for one'a turn. Visiting the F.X.

store on board meant waltiing another hour in line., Guard

duty, "policing" or sweeping the decks, ard K.F. cut into
the days and nizhts,
or attempting to read, the chiefl recreation was watching

Other than gambling, playing cards,

the waves ard thinking of hcme.

My rarticular job was to supervise the "policing” of

sun deck where only officers were allowed, I nftlﬂ
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F R.A.F.'s Coasta]l Command circled the ship thrse times apd

then flew off in what seemed to us the direction of ESngland.
: &

To our amusement, m]that of the A, A A, Eunm'.; a3 well,

after the plane had circled the ship twice already, the

p—

loudspeacker announced in very Sritish tones, "NOTICT TO ALL

GUNNZRS, AIRCRAFT IS FRISNDLY ",
For two days and nights after that i1t seemed a3 though

ve were zolng around in circles. Then, on the morning of the

elghth day at sea, we rounied the tip of Northern Ireland.
At one c'clock, the mouth of the great river Clyde appeared

before us, surrounded by the most beautiful, sunlit, meoss-

greasn hills I have qubaan, a birthiay present Tor me.
Nolselessly we glided to a stor near the small village of

. Gourock. As we all leaned over ths ralls shouting, "WHERE

e o', I remeaber the boataan's small boy spellins the

name with chalk on the deck of his father's oller, which
A just pulled up alongside our ship.

e were mot to debask until the following @

aiel BAY
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ontoc & Scottlsh ferry boat whlcﬁ took us to Grencck. A
white-haired, pink-cheeked 3eot standlng on thes dock soilsd
a welcomne, We had our first glimpse of & Brltish train at
the nearby station and recsived Red Cross dolghnuts served by
two beautiful Scottish lasaies, Thelr ruddy coaplsxicns
and buoyancy were a matter of comment among us all.

We boarded the traln, were assigned six to a coapartument,

were glven our flpst K-raticns, and what seemed unforgive-

able, were whisked througzh most of Scotland in the dark.
Eighteen hours later a Warminster, in Southern Tngland,

we gathered up our equipment and trekked over a ateep hill to

A large pyramidal-tent-city crowded in the fislds arocung scame

permanant brick bulldinga, a former British Aruy tralning

- . ganp, Bayund was an Ordnance assembly and testing area,

row after row cof 3herman tanks ready for use, 1 resoember

sesing ons fleld containing nothing but tank tracks etacked

up ten feet high., Thls was tharacteristlc of the military

activity all over Zngland. The sky was constantly filled
.':'--=:._i, Their mctora roared night and day.
~ We stayed at Waralnster thirteen days. In that tize,

A A your 2. - Y "_-L:-' q.
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through these amall towna that only the children and the

= 0 =

make 3urs that thay wouldn't fall ua in tha near future.
with cur laat typhus ahot game a asdical sxXaminatlion,

and the doctor asked each man LT ha knaw any reason why
he ahouldn't be asnt to coambat., It asexmad a BAT late for
that aort of queation, though it pasded a3 a final chaok on
aach man'a resord.

At & Waralnater, bealde more training, 1 racall ons leo- .
ture whigh was interesting, bHen wars paradsd on tha atage
in Geraan uniforaa, We knew than what color to ashoot at,

and their Nazl gray-greesn waa cartalnly a wall-ohoaen,

sasily-oanouflaged color. An officer aXjlalned the mechan=

1ama of the basic weapona of ths Geraman Infantry. We ware

much iapresssd by thair efflolemoy. TXperience latar provad

our untrained obssrvation right,

We male several hikes through the Snglish countryalde,
vieving neat faras and flelds ani the outsides of homes, well
kept, in apite of the war, The pecple looked paler, more
weary, less haalthy than the Soota. 30 aany Yanks hal passed

'

m&mm:m from World War I wers
mﬂa'




“hirisen days after s-rivins in Snslised, we aniraines
pove_)
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city of Cantesbury, for Ncorassdy., Our conwoy was aasanhied

that avening, and whils ths 3hip Tig-zagsed asrcas the
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Chanmel I cansht shatchea of slsep ip a Bad¥-aupty Bin
wharse lifa_fs~keats wa-s atored,
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day, Jums sixth, Only ths scars and quantitias of the wrsck-

aza of batties pazainad. sany of the @ rrossly-baached shics

wvhich kad formed the breakwater and other parts of the axtl-

fizial harbor wers battersd ocut of positicm by the farsifis

atorm that ha® swirlsd slons ths co3st sbortly aftar the

assanlt landing. But ths harbo- 3t1ll worked afficlemtly,
and saversl thousani zam wers there unlcading the shizs from

England axd the U.3.4 2
= -"ln:;-tni. hai peal in the papers of the 'hummm
g the M!I! ﬂ.d:thg. ﬁ"iﬂi of -ﬁ& =
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'y herds of fat Noraman cattls regained to feed amorng rusting
e tank® and stlll camcuflaged anti-tank suns,
_ The foxhcles alonz the hedgercws locked uncoafortably
; fresh; aslthough we 4idn't nsed toc have anyone stand gussd
on that our first night in Franece. “hsat a contrast with
nights tc coae!

The furthersst point of 4llisd advance was changing

rapidly those days, so it =might haye s2eant 2 longs> Trek

than had seeded possible when we l=ft Tngland, where we

had beard the optimistic pumcr that by the tlme we reached

Frances the blg show would bs over, with just busdrus occups-

In the @mcr-uing, the first lag of 3 lomg,

tion duty for ua.

varisd journey to the front began,
Negro truck drivers cirzled.into cur bivouac fleld, apd

we loaded up for the trip tc Isigny, just fifteen aliles
away. 4l the fepaing villages we passed were mﬂﬂqlu.! o
than debris, “e were still close to the mx, in tiﬁr' .
R
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herds of fat Norman eattle pregained to feed smong rusting
tanks and atill cancuflaged anti-tank guna.

Tha foxholea along tha hedgerows locked uncenfortably 1
fresh; although we dldn't need to have anycne 2tand guard .
on that our first nlght in France. “hat a contrast with \
nighta teo nome!

The furthersst point of Allisd advance was changing
rapldly tho2s daya, so it might have meant a longer trak

than had ssemed poassible when we laft Tngland, wheare we

had heard the optimistic rumor that by the time we reiched

France the blg show would be over, with just huzdrum Sooupsa-

tion duty for ws. In the morning, the first leg of a long,

varied Journey to the frent besgan. E

Negro truck drivers circled.into our bivouac field, and E

we loaded up for the trir to Iaigny, just fifteesn miles

away. Al the feraing villages we passed were nothlng mors . 3

than debris, "e were 8till close to the Channal, in the P

u#unt.ryaidaa that saw the toughest fighting in France, with

the excertion of the struggle for detz on the Gerzan corder.

While walting for our traln connections in Isigny, the

captain of "H" Co, grantsd his men permission to sample Frend

wine. &3 there wasn't room for enough of ua inside the small

His wife zaraged tha finansial side,
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when drunk out of an aluminum canteen cup, it helped Lo
kill the taste of C-rations for brekfast.

¥e vere warned by an old Transportation Corps captain
that the Army Rallroad would not furnish lat Clsss accomo-
dations, but I am sure we were all 2 bit surprised when the
elanking, squeaking,clive-drab Army freight cars halted by

the station platform to awalt theilr passengers. ' "Forty men

or elght horses" on scme, "Warante hcmmes ou Hultes Chevaux"

on others; -- it was the saas in any language. The total

count in cur particular boxcar was forty-two -- a bonus of

two extra G.I.'s —- plus all the aforenenticned equipment

and aeversl boXes of E-ratlona, It wai nearly an 3.2.0.

saituation. Facks were stacked against the wall all arourd

except for the oren sliding door on ons side, the 3ide on
which therez was no other track down which & traln might be
eXpected to ccme. The lucky oned aat on theas packs with

the wall as a back-rest. OCthers balanced on thelrs in the

‘middle of the car.
It was a rough trip, but all ws saw was new, and that made.
up for many of the discomforts. After leaving Islgny, we :
ent through what was left of Carentan and Ccutances. 3t. Lo
2 > worst Of the three. In fact, I saw nothing equal to it
' ijﬁ war's costly destruction until reaching Aachen.
2s well be fenced off as a war memorial, 1é5t a3

-




= 10 -

We agtually reached the gooi-sizZed city of Rennes early
ths next morning, - not a tranacontinental speed record.
U.3, rallway battalions had done a fine Jjob, though, teo
bring any order and efflclency from the chaocs of twisted
paila, blown bridges, dailaged yards, atationa, amd rolling

atock, caused by our bombing during the months before D-day

and in the Nermandy campalgn.

It was a erystal-clear aconllt nlght as we stumbled gleslly
off ths capa for a short march through the clty to what must
have been a hotel formerly. 1 ahall never forget those few

hours spent in Rennes, The tower of the partizally rulned chunch

near the staticn standing guard over ths city, as Af defylng
the Nazis to return to bomb as they hal twe nighta before, --

the reflection of ths hcuses in the canal along what must have been

the prize atreet of the town, the muffled French laughter or
. falnt music behinpd blacked-cut windows whers peorle still
celebrated their libapation, -- but generally the eerle quiet

of what should have been noraally a brightly-1it, nolsy clty
Jaur Agerican stardards, -=- made it seam as though we were

mthrmﬂl a stage setting after the suprtaln had Juat
but bafore the actors had appeared to begin the

%m to be intrudingl
_rm us back at the statlon aaa..'u.n, “.tt.ius lh'
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and amany there wers -- wa loat a few fellows who were
sither on the quest of wine or women, or just not so sager -
to keep that appolntasnt at the front,

On again, through the rl;h French faraland and orchards,
whare burned-out tanks, rusting guns, ard shell-gratesrs

falled to Alsturb the persistant efforts of farmers, - all

old men, women, and children - who continued to prepars for

ths autumn harvest, as in yearsa past,

As we passed through theip flelds, apple orchards, and
gmall villagsa, the people wapre glad to ses the Yanks, just
as they were in 1917, Twlce we had couws to thalr rescus,
and they wers grateful. That was sxpressed scumetimes by
throwing apples at the open dcoors of ocur cnrs, and always by
waving, smiling, and words untranslatable, but still under-

Btocd.
Laval and Le Mans were next in line after we left Rennes,

Those towns appe wed alwost untouched by war, in contrast

with ths villages near the comat, By afternoon the train
Lliggggqng at GE;& was to be the erd of cur fiprst lap, 'fe gathered
i«.L‘ﬂﬂhylllt and trudged out through waving and smlling
‘pl the gnnn town of $commoy in the direction of &
: Ii#lﬂllﬂlnlum camp had besn located,
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by the name of Kinnebrew, who had just come from instructing
at Fort Benning. Rifla marksmanship, callathenles, and
.' 5 marches all over agaln: -reminiscent of Caap Crcft dayal

i The third night orders wers lssued to H. Co. to prepare for

the next move forward. “e gathered up cur belongings and |

formed ranks to march to the rallroad station. By this time,
| the Auffle bags and overcoazts had been dlscarded, but the

grand total of squicment still made & cullberscme load, as we
‘I::rakkad. the fow miles from the large country estate into the
town. A crowd was gathered about the tbain to wave good-bye

to another load of Yan:s leaving for the front. For this leg

of the journey we were fortunate enough to draw scme anclent

pa.asangﬂf ears of former Geroan and French ownershir, and

loprovement over the £orty by eight boxcars!

This trip -- almost all at night -- took us tc the next

replacesment depct at ﬁiampaa. 4 large eapty Tleld next to

the pailrosd tracka on the outskirts of town waa our c_i.u'n;-ing

-

ground for one day and night. There wers C-ratlions and hot

water for coffes and beautiful French girls riding by on

bicycles -- (and quite willing to stop a moment) =-- for our

amusement during that day. Alsc, a great many Army and
eivilian Srucks of refusees bulging with all thelr possessions
ased through, probably on thelr way back hoae from the courtry

the Ceraan: ard our qubarh had left that area,




likely billet for 2 Headquarters. It was a purs white

chateau, surrcunded by larze forests and endless eXpanses of

lawns cut artistically by poplar-edged driveways. Our meas

area was in what must have been the Count'a or Duke's owm
private race-track adjolning spacious but unpopulated stables,
I suspsct that the reasorn they were unpopulated cculd be
eXxplainad by tha black-leocking t Still edibl= esptured
Carz=n"™ (7) msst we h3d for dinnsr that day, a3 2 supplement

to th= usuzl C's,

That afterncon, the camp comzanmder gaw fit to present
another lecture arnd demonatraticn on Gerzan wesicons and
emipmsnt, much the sanme as the one in Snglard,

Some of the men wardered down to thé atreaa or canal

run=ing through the estats to bathe. The water was cold, so
I us=sd the milder method, 2 helmet-full at & time and a wash-

eloth brought from home, for just as efficlent if less sporting

results, I even washoed scme clothes, which were sSmcked amd

drisd by the fire before retiring that evening.
Zarly the next mcrning we were off again by G.I. truck on
the longest and last leg of the journey. ¥e were cut to
:'m up with General Faiton's Third 4ray. A4fter circling
alow EFaris, we H—ﬂt the maln Faris-Chalons-Verdun-Matz high-

' and struck out due east,

i
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course, all bridges had been replaced as the result of
bombing or democlition work.

The French were gay arnd eager to show thalr apprecliation.
Children and women ran out to throw flowers at us, and scme-
times a man would tcss up a bottle of wine to the ocutstretched
hands of truck-weary G.1.'s. We could have had anvthing thess

paoples still had to share,
We s2oon dlscovered the magic of the sahout,
One G.I., who had probably had a smattering of highschocl

"“Iiwve La Franpce'™

French, tried it out as a gesture of reciprocation for all the
exXpresslons of gratitude on the faces of the Frenchles below
us in the streets, who pressed forward to greet cur swiftly-

moving convoy. A spine-tingling "Wive Les Aperlicains " was

the reply, and we scon shouted back in full chorus "ive La
France " again and again in esach village passed with the same
pesults. The spirit of old France seemed reborn!

That even#ng, darkness compellsd the trucks to pull offthe

poad sast of Chalons., An orchard proved good camcuflage for

us against the vigilant eye of "Bed-check Charlie ", the lone

‘German plane that always came over each nlght to check poalticns

. ahd troop movements., No time for tents that night, as we

. have been ordered forward in the dark in an emsrgency.
2a for each man's protection againat possible
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waving and smlling Frenchmen. The marks of war were still
insignificant, but bomb oratsrs bracketed the road here and

there nsar brldges and junctions where the alrmen had hoped

to slow down the Jerriea racing toward their Slegfried Line,
The Argorne Forest, with aany of its grim trenches still
vialble, atill unhealed by ercalon anl vegetation, helped ua
to rellve the storlies of tha last generatlon about thelp
World War. The monumenta and hlstorical oarksra were urmeges-
aary. 'The zigzagzing trenches, crumbling dugouta, gun eaplace-
menta, and half-filled ahesll cratera told thelr own atorlass,
Verdun at last! Hores ceaseterles and more monuments, --
and more to come for thls war, The Nazla had paused a woment
thare, but the Tth A.D. had liberated the olty a few daya i

before, sarning lta undylng gratitude; the medal of Vardun

having been granted 1t in appreclation, The faacus street

Rue de Ohavert, was renamed "Rue de la Teme Division Elindee,

U.3.A. " in honor of cur Tth Armored MNivision.

Qur present objective, as it turned out, was still another

replacement camp, "the last", located between Verdun and Metz.
LS
) @. gamp was too far from the front to permit our hlnﬁq
Zﬁ____ ary fire, but we 4ldn't have to be told that the joy-ride
m 1 am sure we all Telt the sass though no cns spoke
ol

- Yore

Wﬁ uumtp #?



even optlmistlic enocugh to attempt some laundry. Others

pltohed tents for what was Lo be the last few nlghts of

peaceful nleep. Nearly sveryons wrote lettera home,

Thinm pleasant pleturs was rudely interrupted about

three hours after our arrlval by the order, "“Frepars to

move out ", iMorale hit bottow! I remenber a fellow near

fie who had unpacked everything and was then stamding naked,

wishlng himeelf in the fading afterncon sunlight. 1 414 quite

Wwell mysalf with wet O.D. trousers ard underwsur hanging all

over the bushes arocung we. Moot of it was left behind, a good

excuss to lighten the load,

As we wera lined up and counted like 8o wany heads of

cattle in a atockyard and answersd to roll-call for the last

tlmes as replacsments, the cany comonander mades the belated t

isouing of F.X.ratlons -- (candy, cigarpttes) -- hias parting

geature, It was appreciated, but we wera thinking 1435 too

-r-' -——

much to care,
When the last name was callesd off, the secret wad broken, ==

ocur next stop was the 7Tth Armored Divislon., I was previously

only vagusly awars that the=e were such things as aruoresd
‘divisions in the U.3.Aruy. Many thought we were to leave

ome tankers, Little Aid we realize that every Aracresd
! @m Armored Lnfantpy Battalions, The word 'm*
m ﬂiﬁ‘&. Hatn, mwmm m '




G. I. trucks wvhen golnz any great distancs:

(2) ¥e fought with tanks in closs support mors often, amd

30 bhad more firepower to hurl at the enmemy, but usualiy draw

mors from him in return;

(3) We were relieved from fighting more often than regular

infantry divlslicng, usually because armored divisions were

often saved during preparation by large groupe of infantry with

'st:ung artillery surport in order to be fresh and ready to put
the killing punch in an assult apd carry through if a real break

in the enemy line seemed possible, Also, scae types of terrain

ware better sulted for infantry fighting alone, thouch towarda
the end, armor and its accompanying aracred infantry seezed wto

gc,élmnst anyplace.
At least that is how we were told that is was to be.

Theory and practlce often disagree. Because an araored

division could moy¥e sc much @more quickly amd strlks S0 much

S

harder than an infantry division, it was often called in to

meet situatlions that were differsant from norazl asaignments.

For exanple, our mission in Holland with the Eritish Second

¥We were to hold a long.extended, line protecting the

ﬂ@:‘l‘. flank, smploying a sort of aggressive defense,
mnmm strong-pointe of armor amnd armored

..-,l-_r

- _.@ ‘?ast. battls between naéo;. and Meljel grew

o
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like regular infantry, relying on saall 2rms and mortars,
with artillery surport supplemented by tanks firing in
Artiilery fashion several miles behind us, Thes terrain

(i.e. peat bogs and swamps) made this mandatory.

3t. Vith was another example of an exception to normal

training manual procedure for an armored division. However,

that was a great eamergency when exceptions were the rule.

Something had to be done in a hurry to lessen lapendlng
disaster, soc we were pushed south into Belglum to contact

the 106th Division and hold a defenslve line. %hen we
arrived, the greater part of the 106th had been swallowsd up,
80 1t remiained Tor the Tth Armored Dlvialon to held that
vital road Junction by itself, ewven though an aramored division

wag eggentlially and norpally a2 weapon of faat, agareslive

t
dgaault, rather than defense. "ith fewer umen, greiater mobllity, i
and greater firepower than its brother infantry divislons, f
cdefense decreased its advantages and increased its disadvantages, iﬁ

== while attack did just ths opprosite.
The " blg show" was about to begin for the members of

Infantry Replicement Company "", Eack into the trucks for
13t time! We were about to join General Fatton's Third

“ﬁqnm delays, !ﬂﬂ uncertainty, but mest of all,
-ﬂm of mmm:.m l.n uugun; tl..ﬁ.-
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was indeed a mlserable one. To bs able to wear a dlvislon
shoulder pateh would seexm like having 2 "ome " again in a
true sense that only one who has besn shoved abcut as an
overseas peplicement and later jolned his cutfit esn really
arpreciite. Many have sald that good mordle was 90% pride
i, one's ocutfit, plus confidence in and respect for one's
leaders and coarades-in-irma, with fairly respectable food,
groper clothing, ani 2 minimum of cleanliness sccounting for
the paat, Taking into conalderatlon factors outside of the
irmy which influenced morale, mall froa home rated flrat
position.- The rerlicezent seldom got any mall until reaching
his oubfit. 30, becoaing 2 gember of & divisicn axplained 2
1ot of thinzs and was 2n laportant event.

Cn the Qag from the list replacement camp to the front,
we passed quantitles of sumunition stacked along the highway,
ready when needed, and surply trucks gtpeamed down the roads -
in the diractilon we wara heading. it one polnt several trucks
of German F.¥.'s passed going the other way. These ware the
first ensimiss we had seen in the flash. e growled and shouted
as they paised, maring fun of the eplisode, even though we would
soon bs mesting thelr comrades under leas favorible conditl ond.
Ehgn_gamg tha first sound of artillery Tire. Suddenly everyons
was quiet - just listening.

The last stretch was in the dark, with our trucks edging

o aﬁﬁ uﬂ&tiﬂualr over the pontoom bridge across the
T

15;; a few stars cut, 2nd thers were flashes
Buns just west of the rim. g jat- w*t-




was indeed & miserable ons. To be able to wear a division
shoulder patch would seem like having = "home " again in a
true sense that only one who has been shoved about 23 an
overdeas peplicement and later jcined his cutfit ean really
arpreclate, Many have 821d that good morals was SOE pride
in one's cutfit, plus confidence in 2nd respect for one's
laadars and coarades-in-arms, with fairly respectsbls feod,
proper clething, and 2 minimum of cleanliness sccounting for
ths prast, Taking into considepation factors cutside cf the
irmy which influenced morale, m2ll froa home rated first
pcaition.: The rerlicezent seldom gob any @zil until reaching
his cubfit, 3o, becoaing 3 meaber of 4 divisicn explilned 2
lot of thinzs and was 2n laportant event,

Cn the vay from the 1ist replacement caap tc the front,
we passed quantities of Zusunition stacked 2long the highway,
ready when needed, and supply trucks streazed down tre roads .
4n tha directlion we wers heading., It one point several trucks
of German F.V.'s passed going the other way, These were the
first ensmiss we hai seen 1n the flesh. e growled and shouted
as they p2ised, making fun of the episcde, sven though we would
soon be meating their comradss under less favorzble conditdons.

':@n caze the firat scund of artillery fire. Suddenly everycns

iﬂﬁ- n‘brstﬂhws in ths dark, with cur trucks edglng
; over the pontcon bridge 2cross the
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we could even catch glimpses of signa along tha road warning
of the danger of mines outside the cleared twenty feet on

elther side. One fellow overlooked these when ws stopped

b once, and risked his neck to get a few apples for the men ln

his truck. Fortunately, he didn't learn the hard way, thenl |

B Mot far from the river crosaing we came to a atu‘p; This
1 was 1t! We were at the end of the roadl Ths trusks backed
off into the darimess, and a lieutenant and a sergeant from

the 23prd Aramored Infantry Battallon appeared to meet us. e

were about 200 strong. "\" fompany wa3 to recelve 80 men,

the remainder going to the othsr two rifle companies and to

' H. 7. Company. For this first night, however, we wers told to

fini a place to sleer (7) on thes beetl clutterad hillside near

tha Battalion H. 2. h.ﬂ:l.f—t‘.l"ﬂl:k. [—

¥y last job as Flatoon Se-geant of tke 34 Replacement

Flatoon was to get two boxes of C-rations for our evening

f—'-!-i-

meal, They cautioned us to move about miatly, aveid light-

ing matchss for cigarettes without coverinz them, and wost

important, -- to remeambsr the pass-word, This was something

but we wers warned to speak it qulckly ard elaarly,

new for us,
! mi‘. am of the veterans resting near us get nervous trigger-
. fingers.
3 Ghl was ﬂu_t "the front line " yet, but it was ssrious
mf as mﬂm;muu would habe been costly, for
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wa could ayan :'.&.T..I:h.. Eliopses of slgna alonz tha rosd wasping
of the danger of mines cutaids tha clsarsad twanty feat on
elther alde. Ons fallew everlocksd thase wvhen we atoppad
onee, Ard risked his nack to gat a faw applas for tha men in
his teugk, Fortunately, hs 4idn't lsarn tha Rard way, then!

Mot far from the plyer crcasing we cama $o a4 stop. This
wWas itl We wers at the end of the road! The trucks bBacked
Off inte ths darimess, apl a lleuterant and 4 sergsant feem
the 23rd Ardopred Infantry Battallon gppaarad to mest wa. Ya
wers about 200 strong. "A" Jompany was to recelvs 80 men,
the remdinder going to the other two rifle companisa amd to
H. % Ccapany. For this fiprst night, howsyer, wve were told to
fipd 2 place to sleer (%) on ths beet clyttered hillsids naap
the Battallcn H. 9. half-track.

Ky laat jJob B2 Flatoon Se-geant of ths 3 Raplacessnt
Flatoon waa toc get two boxes of QO-paticons for our evaning
meal, They cautloned us to mocve about quistly, awold llght-
ing matehas fopr clgarettsas without covering them, amd nost
impportant, == to rezsmber the pads-word. Thls was sompthing
naw for ua, but we wera warned to spesk 1t quigkly ard clearly,
1last some of the veterans reating nesr uid gat nervous trlgzger-
fingers.

This was pot “the front line™ yet, but it waia derlcus
businsss already, a3 caralesoness would habe been coatly, for
anany obasrvation plansa were cverhsad, armd thers Wers

enany observation

bridgs we had croaged , perhapa a thousand yaprds cr less Troa

rosts mearly, 0O.F.'s, aa they vere called. The
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the hillside, hasd bBaasn mocked cut several tlcoes by long-
rangs artllisey (probably fros the forts arcund Metz Ltaslfy,

Tt was molay tha fipat night, and alesp dldn't coas
eB3lly with 240'a rumbling thecugh tha aly over our hesada
towarda Mstz, Their trecendous blasts mads the ground quiver
bemsath us, and what might have been lulls batwesn thass wars
frequently broken by battery flps from the 10Smm. guna, with
coeaaional 155 2m@. dhells tossed in for good measurs, And in
the short intervals of gulset, cne sould hear ths rude crackling
ef machina mms to eur front. A raucous rhapscody with & lethal
rhythal

Tarly in the mepning, we havlsd up cur packs fop the laat
tims and filed off to ocur Esalgzned coapaniss. The Tirat
Saprgeant and the drlvers of the occapany wehiclea weore there 1o
srpat us, %Yhils ths formsy attazptsd to list nazss and &8aign
us to platoons, the latter wers sager to give us detalls af
what was in 8ters fo» us, Most of the 25p0d had beesn cut doww
grogaing the Moselle (this 23rd Battalion had Been the fipat unlt
nﬁgﬁtan's Fpd Army to orose the Moselle on the night of Septeabar
Bth, 1544 to begin the leng strugsle tc take Metz and 1ts sup-
rourding fopta); we were the point of Tatton's Army, the old —-=;
we wera Cighting sgainat tough offizer candidatas frcm the Hazl
offigera' tralnlng school near Hatizg Things were really roug
"ip theps™;-and 20 1T waemt! It woa all 8 blt hard to taks
at fipst, but we 4idn't admit 1t out loud.

The guesticn in all our olnds was “ow will I be abla to

atand it; will I do =3 well as thesds follows ase= to have dons?”

Wa hod the rest of that day to thimk it over. The driwera

I
-, 1
k|
: .I“
)i ol
. An




Intreduced us to 10-1n-1 ratigna {a completes megl for 10

FeOple}, and we apant the day trying ocut diffscent aembing.- . -
tlons with SiXed resylts, Toms Skatohy sleep, scae laat - ‘-‘1
tetters hoos, am Freparaticn of a slseping sits (pup tent
Fltcheg Benvanlently neas a s1it trench) filled out the day f
untll lats aftorncon,
It was thay that word was rasaad Iroca wehlolas to vahilols
that all new man ahculd Prepars t0 "o up to the 1ina " avaw
thres H-rations each, and ba ready to lsave in ten minutes,
That seemed 11ks ahowt netlea, bBut ths drivera helped atpagp
cur pagks en tha l’:.'Llf'-Lr?.tlss, and we adgsenmblad te shove off,
Helmet, »ifls, asmenitian Balt, two grenades, cantsen and
eup, firat-aid pouch, thres E-rations, and that all-impcrtant 8 howal,
plus a raincoat folded and hung over ths Balt ig bock, was ths
aum total of our battle equlpdent. Folded insids the ralncodt

Wl¥-lasued wool sweatar to ward off the cHill

I alag parrled a ne . :'
of thosa fall nlghts. Others prefarpsd to wear thelra all tha ) g m ;I;'
time, ard be dena with it, . ¢
Cur esgorts for the shert capch to tha front ware Lt, ':'-;'.
Srabln, A. Jo. =otor officer from Tast Cleveland, and 3ata, "o :-*‘_.'
Valentine and Stout, We started down tha road alonz the pives e
towards Wancy through a amall village, then a left-turn, and
erogs—country the rest of the way. It oesesmed strange to thine . 'h._*!
that thia waa probably the saze poad my father had travelled b et~ - N
Soza =cre et T

in the last war on his way froam Nancy to Hetsz,
lock cn ths way. Thare was no more

Franchies bades us good
pathstls slgzht than to

820 clvillana like these, the old,




especlally, caught in the ¥lclent deatrustion of wap,

thelr semcries of tha lagt strugele in this sass area, 4

BUst have beap Wedary of it all, but thsy sould Atill waywm

and soils BOcoUragingly to gresn troops hasdsd for tha frop

AHtap tirning off tke highway, wa moved Up through a wepda

Until reaching our 105 mg. artillery positions

+ Whare wa paussg
long snough te hear more ateplaa af the fighting and tg Appre-

elate for the fipat time the artilleryman's Eradl reapesct apd

adairation fopr the infantryman, - something which becams mush
LCes appArent &3 tims want on.
Acrcas the fisids to tha smell villags of Bauxlarras was Lrudgad

enly to pause again to eXehinge mors aXperlences with ths medios

naar our Battalion Ald Statlon losatsd Lhera, only a =ils op
twe from the nearest Gepman Fealtlons and cutpesta,

Off agatn into the black and uncexfortably aquiet nilght, It
Seemsd ad though they were listening, counting ocup fogtataps as
wWa arprodched, #3 we pazssd tha H. 4 hedvy mortar positlons, asy-
aral fipse appaarsd on our right. The willags of Lenguevilles,
our oblectlve, couldn't ba fapr, a3 ths fires wers cartainly
thars, -- 23 wsre the resalning members of A, Co. Tha distart
crackling added & mew sound to the hedvy bpedthing, shuffiling
of aquipssnt, 4rd occdslonal clinking 21 & pifls bButt atpuck &
o&nteen, - &nl tha fires alao added mope 1ight than we wanted

Few man are bound to be cdreless, le@rning only by exXpeplence
and tha exazple of vetersna, 2nd the night of Sapsmber 1lith was
ne axeaptlion. Several of ths man felt the urse to spoke and

must not have shleldad thelr matchea and glowlng clgarsttes




Eroperly, This, sembinaa With ths fast that Lhe Nazig

DUST hive had g Gobveniently losatsa C.F

++ 2Xplained whae
happensd,

Tha tanmae quist was brolan,

Artillapy, Dortara,
8nd those svarpresant

"Biurp " guns (Garman machins ‘wyna
Mtchlne platols) all aia traye

Tirst might

and
best ts make our

in azticn an eXclting one.

Y& were plpned to the sround whils tha ba

rraige laastad,
At thig peint,

©ally in the lsad muas have
deolded that 1t would ba beat to haad

Whoaver waa ast

back ths chhar way,
Cr didn't gare tg £0 ahsad and

risk running into zopas Lrou-
ble with only

ReW Dan, 3lnee we had bean disgovared, and/ op

1t probably was & coabination ef 211 threa!
At any patas,

w23 loat,
e got up and atumhbled forward ovep anothap
erowded with them,
thin 2 hundred yapda when shells

&1l around ua agaln,

in which I had baen placad was

barbwire fanas, Franch fialda sesmad ovar=

¥a had progresasd no mors

bagan drao . ping Juat a3 tha peap Eroup
orodsing ths naxt fance, In

the confuglon, I waa nooked down, oy helust Idcked out of

L¥ reach and oy raln-soat ripped off my belt, This ims too

mueh; we wWera all shaklng with tha jittara, I redeabsr noticlng

the fellow crawling naxt to Za, hs bulging eyss i1t up by

the flash of & nearby akall-burst, Hany we=a hystapipal

with the firat real shosk of battle, ocwvercoms by soul-gripping

Tear,

By the time L1t sesmzad safs to get on our fest aftew that

One, we diseovered that ths forward Broup on the othapr gida

of ths last fance had already pulled cut. A4 short dlatanca,
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T & mile, tlit
»

SepArsting us on that bla
sk nigkt e
diuaaterqu:‘ SO :

Thera we ¥era, parhapa 25 or us,

frozen in position b
feagr, logt in no i

#
=din’se land, having no comp

833 or map, no
lesder, only a Tazus

idea of the dipesticn of Bur

: =] llnuﬂ‘
amd no knnwludgu of ocur

Paasword, which was wopse yat,

Lu kdl Lhs ¥
e ¥ re ¥a3 one ?Eturan_ & fallow nanesd Dawacn wha
r

had thars
433 Been there Hasfops, hdving coze back fres the fo, in

Longuevilles B
On 8n erpard. I wag ranklng man, as 1f that

made any difference, for I krew no mops than the othars, and

hed no desire to be respensibls for geatting the group out of
that mese, Howsver, I found ther and at other timea, that

ong of the best ways to iry to cvercods oy own faar, =- at
least anough to persit some kind of vaguely ratlonal acticn —

was to talk to others nearby, calming thes and ayself at the

szs tizs. By trylng to Sssums reapomsibllity for the whole

group I was able to forget some of my own troubles amd provide T

& falply successful remedy.

Dawaon, knowlng an open hillside was no place to ba in d
daylight, {which waid no mora than & faw houra off), wantad
to get folng right Away, [ Auggedted we coaprcaolss and walt e
o half-hour, hoplng the Ferzeant or Llsutenant would raturn Br
the lodat replacedents. In the msantims, I did my beat to
parsudda tha cthers not to dig-in, trying to get thasa to | -
srawl into & lins alons the fenes row, 8o that wa could mowva
out whan the half-hour was up. We fipally persusdsd ths obsimate

ones to put away thalr showels, and then wers ready to go.
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Yo kmpt low untyy oaca

Ping from the glow of the burning
houaga 2 hagatacis,

Dawdon and I led Lhe way,
refch the mestap pesltiona bsfore boing
Just by luck, wa wars halted by a ¥olga
rFather thanp a ullaet,

hoping to
shet by oup Own man,

frem & hedgspow

Wa explained oum FHght to tha noprtar-
S8n, &M thay ZAves us tha necessary daign apd counter-alen: -
"-"'ﬂll:ﬂna. acrming ™, I thipk it ¥ag. HNo truse words wars avepr
Bpcken: Aftap leaving tha Zcrtars,

Bors tlmes whap Jerey
whi

¥s hit the ground davaral

Sortar shalls dropped near tha read en

ch we wara procesding. Then up fzain, and bazk aleng the

read to a atpeteh aor woods wherae oup H. % mortarmen had saiq

Wa wWould Fipd the othaps. A weloods meeting that was® 714

*a3 Toolish, but acat of us ware too axhauated

4% #1it tranch that night, I

Eo Scrape out

Fleked & likely traws t-ru;&.‘r.- and
dozed off fop about an hour un

The next

til dawn,

merning we stumbled cut of the wocds and moved
forvard along the sans woute taksn tha precesding night, with
13t S4t. "ed " Haamond, a paplacezent nen-com, 4nd one veteran

fquad leader in the lead. Wa wops Bpresd out, 83 moptar apd

drtlllery fite wers mXxpasted,

Ugcn redching a long shrubbery-bordered ditch the first
barpage atopped us bafope wa hag hardly atapted. Jarry bagan
the morning entertainment with fcms dlscouragelngly sffesctive
mortar fire. The woeda we had Juat Icft, whers the men who
wera walting te jolnm B erd O conpanies wers digsing-in, wers
then covered with oacke, &nd mors shslls lapded aleng oup
diteh. I will naver forget how lmpressed T was with tha,

at least cutward, calmness of a tall, blomd Tallow fros Taxaa
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whe recaingd Btarding to mdjust mia BQuirdent dering all {
thia, whils the rest of us

ef the A1tay,

Euzzed the lowest and weattaast part

In crdass tg g8t intoc the vilinge of Longuawille, it wag

nScsssiry to lezws ths protection of that dltch apd BS up

over & barea hillalds apa 82rods an open fleld, Fast fiye

Imoclkad —cut Fhernan tanks, anmd undes ae Sver devaral atratahss
of barbed-wirs fande. The firat group of sight or tan attenpted
Lt, but as they laft, the GRugha of Jerry mortaps covering the

Bill meant troubls, Twa of our men wers hit, thras more latsp
en, tha othaps rushing bask toc ths ditch, 83 tha machins Zun

Bullata kickea ug dirt behind thsir heels, I w1l nave= forgat
how whita ™asz" He¥anzia looked whamn he crawlsd Back to whara

I was lylng after helping the two fallowa who had baen hit,

Thia was the filrat tige that we saw pur msdiss B0 lnto

iotlicn, It wAan't do long Aftar word a3 passed back along

the lina that ths =edis Jeep used for avacuation cams akidding

vl
And alltherlng over the raln-awapt figldas pight up onto that .""- _-J"!
baps hillside, Thia time ths Nazia dild respect the whits s | :;‘ g
Tlag and red orcsa flying froo the Jaep, but es2ch tlie wa 3 ; ‘:
wondared whather this was the time thalr moral ebligations would w! . ""';‘"_ .
be naglacted. Theay wers many times' A5 the wourded fallows Ly 24
passed golng bask, ons w23 well-snoush doped with morphine to - t"'
forgat his shattered lacg and glwe us the V=algn. .-' 7% }

The aituation locked b2d, =0 the Sergeant dacidad teo walt g 3:_ '.__ Lfﬁ
for forther instructicnd. The raln poured on, and the mortar A o
ahalls gontinusd to crash aleong the diteh, but fimally in ths ﬂ :. - _. » ;

afterncon Lt, Juatad (alsc a peplacesant, but soen to prove : -
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Himsellf an excellant leader] eamp Terward and ancoursged

us to ppepars for another attespt te reSch the Company. I
wad in the meXt group to try, probably & dozsn or mope of ua,
I we heard ths mortars cough (43 the Bhal#Lu&vus the tube),
We wera to hAlt the ground and walt for the shells to land,
then gst up aod run for 1t, in spite of following machins gun
fire which would attempt to rals oves us, once the mortaps
had pinned us down., We stapted Bcroes, Bpd 1% all worked as
Justid bad plannad, There wers no casualtles slthough
machine gun flre cames unsomfoptably elcse, sapscially whan we
eprawled under Tancaa.

e dmshed down the village streat and into the nearasgt
hougdes, ©Cnoe thare, ths raplacelenta were asaigned to the
varlous platoons, Lt. Justad's second platoon belng my
agaignment. Flatoon 3argeant Jasse Caldwell, a Tap Hell
and & woateran 4£ the "Lueky Sevanth” a3 well as & real
aoldisr's soldier, Helpsed Juztad corganize his mew platoon.
The pew men wers lo the majority them, S8 waa uzually tha
cE3a ip Amy infanptry ocutflt., However, the mortar 3 quad
to whigh I asked tc ba 2aslgned received oply one other
@an at that time, "Pepsi” Notapmicela, The cthera wers Zguad
Lasder 9/5gt. John Earnes, 8 real fighter amd &n exzellant
leader, Alax (Mag) MeDeroott, & natural leader under Tire,
John Dudy (later dpiver of the Co. goomarder's Jesp), Walter
J. { "onnle ™ Wistrowskl, another old falthful, anpd Rudolph

York, an Oklahoms fapmer, whom we called juat plain "Fork™.

Op meopa than one cocdalcon ¥a llwed up to his nameadke, Alwin




e

C., of wonyg Yar 1. Tha laat man, Rubsn Warneke, called

L]
"hag by moat gf us, wia dplvar of our aguad’s half-track,
and 20 stayed b2ck with hia vehlcls,

whan wa went up to tha
line.

The resat of tha afternoon we kept imalds the houae to

which the meptar Bquad wig 23slzned, a3 fire from tha nal

Ehboring
villags ar Chamlnot (we

ushly 8c0 te 1000 yapda away) continued

Speradloally. %e glsaped Our weapond, were lnstrusted in the

do's amd den't's wr villags fighting by the vetorans, amd tham

waltad for ths mizht'a wigil,

Tha .Jll‘_aum.—: thares waa ©nly 2 holding one, A3 tha Eattalion
had besn ag deplates crodsing the Moselle 8nd taking tha
villagpa bayend that furthaw a38aults wers callsd off for tha
prezent. Thera wea A pumer that ths Sacond Reglmant of tha
Fifth Infantry Pivision weuwld relisve ua im a faw daya. Hen
Were never at the front more than am heur befors rumopa of
raliel begans the chisf tople of comversatien.

Tvary nlght pravicus to the day wa arrived in Longuevills,
ihe Gar2ams sent strong patrels cut, which sucaossded 1ino gestting
into the town to credte confusion, Lf not Bctually to drive A,
Jo. cut. Eut A.Co, held om with lasasa thap 50 men until wa
arrived, ccaplately cut off fro= our lines, anpd having only
fne working machime gun., Our 105 mm, Zptillery hed dops 1ta
share, too, for 1ta well-controllsd fire bhed done ouch to help
cur Battalion maintaln lta defendlve positicon in Longuswills,

The night bafore we Jolned ths Company, & strong Jerry

patrol had cleverly infiltrated past the firat ocutrost just
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Bup Of Mordd var I, Tha laat man, Ruben Wirnake, callsd ¥ .
?h’-ﬁ"‘ b? meat of us, was deiva= of our qul‘ﬂ..ﬂ ml:'t“ﬂt. :ﬁh:; ':
Brd 90 stayed back with his wehicls, whan we went up to ths ‘ S '-
line. . e
™

Ths rest of the afternoon we lept inaide the house to
which. the mortar squad was assigned, a3 firs froo the nalghborine
village of Chemincot {roughly Bc0 to 100C yards away) contlnusd
sporadically, We eclsansd pup wanpons, wars Lnatructed in tha
de's and don't's uwf willags fighting by the vetarans, &Snd then
wilted for the might's wvigll,

The missicn there wés only & holdlng ons, 28 the Battallicn
hid besn 80 depleted ercssing the Moselle and taking the
villages beyond that fusther sasaults wers cAlled off for the
premant, Theare wis & ruzcr that the Sacond Reglment of tha
Fifth Infantry Dlvlislon would relieve us ln 8 few daya. Han
wira naver at the front more than an hour before rumcra of

raliaf becaos the chlef tople of conversfitlon.

Tyapy nlght previcus to ths day we spplwed in Lenguewilla,
ths Qeroand Sant strong patrola out, which succesdsd in gatting
into thes town to credte gonfuslon, 1T not Sctually to drive A,

fo. eut, But A.0o. held on with less than 60 Zen until wa

arpived, coopletely cut off from our lined, apd having only

ane working mashins gun. Cue 105 mo. aptillery had dons its

shaps, too, for 1%3 well-gontrollsd fire had dope such to halp

cup Battallom malntaln ite Aefensive posltleon in Longueville, 3
The night before wa joimed the Company, & BLrong Jarry L

patrol had glaverly infiltrated past ths first outpest just
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Putalides the village. They began a2t cnss t& "shoot up the
town®™ in the beat "wils West " canner, psusing ssveral timsa
to shout dsfiantly, Tods oUT, YANES, = JURRSHDER - WE wWON'T
HMT YoU. " Unconvinced, our fallows snawersd with =12
granades and bullats, but the wild Jarples wers finally
driven off cnly whan the artillary's forward cbaspyas brought
2LoUrdts flre down on the street in front of ths houses in
which our resiining =em wer= 3tlll holding forth.

“hen night cace, machlne Euna ware Iat up Lo cover ths
dtrests along the edgss of ths villags, and aquads wepe
Eroupad in and apcund houdaes, dc a3 to be able to cover ona
inothar in ctae of sttack. In e2ch squad, two cr acre man

dtocd guird at A tlme in doopways o at wipdows with granadas

and piflgs ready. The cthers attempted to relax, Iif they could,

for alesep was lopossibla, untll a atags of aXtrass sxhaustion

[

waa rafched After sevaral days ard nights of this acrt of thing.

Sven then, 1t waa neacessarlly skestchy and frequently lntappuptsd,

for this was "ths front ™ One can't lmigine tha gulet of 2

pizce like thet at night, =- betwesn ahelllnga or firing.

The falntest sourd oculd be heard a Bupdred yards up ths atreet,

& bllasful anore would hawve been crimlndl megliganca, Tor tha
anamy could have saslly come within heaplps distance. Rifli=s
wara cooked and resdy; no tall-tale cllick of ths safety-laver
nasded, = 2 8hot 1n the dark rathesr than & challengs was the
rula, sxacept whan scasons approachsd along a predetesrained

route which lead t.cr the othar Flitoons and the Cocapany C.F.

Whan Lip doubt, shoot!

We dldn't wasder arocund alzlesaly in tha dark.
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Ard tump into felspda without trouble. ThosSs who wers
333lgned to ba messengers between platoons and the Go. O.F.
(Ccomand Fost) had to bo good cen whe could hAndle thecselwss

in the dark. Thair ouffled, half-whispared Anawas to &
challenge given by & comradswith pifle pointsd 2t pechaps
ten-yard range hed to be just right.

In the aiddle of that nizht erdera case te get ready to
move out onto the Dillaide bask of town to eXchange positicns
wiih B Co=pagy. With Jeases Caldwell and Lt. Juatsd in the
laBd, we moved goutlcusly up the street End out of town in
last pesltlon. Azaln, 4t wa3 windy, rainy, 2nd black 25 tha
inslde cof a cave, which mrde 1t all the zmops difflcult to
find thas holsa alpsady dug by B, Co.'s mem. It was & goocd
night for & troocp movement, tut we didn't apprecists Lt A8
sush until salking eimilsr moves on beight, moonlit nights.

HeDerzott shapsed & sp8ciocus hole with me, It wa3a Juat
wids snouzh to permlt us to lis on our sldes whan we wWeps
both lying down &nd not teEking our turnd watching for aneay
agtisn, It rained all ths next day, sc cur 2 gans of C-ratlions
had to be dug from the mud undernsath ua when we Telt bungry
snough to =2t, which waan't often. Stosachs tightaned up

conaidspably undes flrs. ‘Water, otha= than that in which we

had to lie, - was 3ore in desard than focd io rallieyve bunger

and thirat cooblined.
We were =helled centimsally, ant I remember kseplnzg tradk
irly large rerceantags of duds (ahells which failsd

of the fa
1mp3 gonfused with aroor-pie-cing ahella

to sxplodse, gemet
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Which alse don't sxpleds an Lzpact.) 3Shells ctme apd went an
SVEry dirscticn,

Just whers our flanks were, wae Bardly dapsd
EUes3l Very confusing, this Tighting in the Infantey! .
Artillery am mortas Tipe wite the greatest fears of the
infantry, with such things ms tanks and mines sodewhat legagn
evils, and with spall-apms fire definitely last, Of oourds,
i1t was unccofortable te ba pinned down by & machine zup, but
what hit you was sadller, and thet was scae senselatieqn. It
Sasded 23 though each akell coming ever wiAa the on= that was
E9ing to come eight dewn into your 2-by-5 foot hols to leap
Feu codpany. That great fear never was ovesseds in coobat,
But, after a time, you lsapnsd ta Judze the appreaching shells
by the pitsh of their scream, scon becoslng able to predict

whether 1t would be &n cver op 4 shept, right or lsft of ¥eur

poaiilon, That goive you goge coofort, -- umbil tha Next shall
aprroiohed! e ‘ b
Howewer, mortars give no warning whataceysr, eXcept fop : _1‘." : Uﬁ
2 slight rush of air Just & frectlon of a second bafora ippast, - L-ﬂ-ﬂ
amd 1t waa too lats teo hit the ground then. That waas why thay : .:r: T
edrned the niclmsme, "thispering death ™. ‘ i fﬂi‘:{{;
The bigh =uzzles-veloclty of tamk op anti-tank fipe, unlike 3 Ay A {':
aptilleary flre, made 1t difficult to Judge, feop there was 1ittle e T
oF ne warning, unless fiped at o great diatansce. In Tact, tha il '._I :
exploalon on lopict w23 heard befopre the Zu2lle-blast, scund- ! .-' I;r‘ '*;,!‘r.ﬁ
ing like & double repert, when you were in direct line of firs. s oY
of gourse, 1L you wers not hit on the fipst shot, Fou eould r H:j "-;

judge the location of the zun with ths next, if rou hed p e e |
. &
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recovered from ths shosk,

Small-args bullets always cracked, Just lilke antl-tany
gun or tank fire, when the bollet was zlght over your head,
Azaln & double repost, the secopd belng & gulds towards
lopating the sniper or machine gunner. Only whan paasing
to elthsr gids 414 they give & light, shrill whistle. Amd
85 1t went; thes sounds of battle that wers S00n comocn
Imowledge to the combat acldisr,

After lylng thers arnd takineg 1t all day ard night, we
finally got word that we wers to ba relieved by tha Sth
Divislon. (might of Septesbar 25th-25tk) In ths procesa of
getting asssabled inte a conpany and working our way cross-
country ABrcurd Leonguswills ard back towards the Hosslls Riwver,
we even hal the pleasure of belng fired upcn by ths over-cautious
machine gunners ofthe Sth "Red Mimsond ™ boya. It wad underatand-
able, howsver, om such 2 nlght aa that,

Gellef wes Aan ambleuous word in front-line lingo, for it
meAnt ons of two things, -=- or both., (1) You were golng bagk
for & reat (8 pesl relief). (2] You were going to the redr to
mepraly change pedltions and prepare Tor further fightinz.

(3] or both! And llke many reliefa, this ona wea meant to
be considered in both senses of the word.

Aftars mapching five or 5ix miles we reached the flalid whara
A do.'s vehislas had been moved. & welcoms alght, for they wers
on whiph 21l other peracnal belonginga
And most important,

cur travelling hoass,

other than those cirrled with us wers kept.

cnly when Wa wera bank with ths wehigles 4id ‘'bail gall®™ apd
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“ehow ga1y ™ Intarpupt the dally routines of 8oldlering. Too

TUEh gan naver ba gaid 8bout the imroptance of thess s
aTanta, eBpeclaliy "hall eail ™

Lattsra froa home wars ths

EOly eXcusss fep living thoss daya!

We loaded up,

altar BUlplng down sooe Bot eoffas And

Erabbing the nearsat boy of E's, and then ths 0o. jolned the : j A
divislon convoy Qoving back fcross the Masalls fQiver. Ouw
deatination harpensd to ke a Tisld -~ ™lways a fiald upsi]
wintsr goame 2long) -- outstds a small village perhaps 25
Zlles froa the river. Thers, wa spent ths rest of tha day
reastilng, eating, apg wrltlng letters. Then lats inm tha
afterncon we got the sigmal to "uen ‘sm over ™. Scoon aftas
startinzg, the wopd PHaged dround that Eolland was next ig

1ine, thot ws had aaiA farawell to Ceorgle Fatton for & woils, e

The Stars &nd Stripes map showsd tha Sritish 2 Aroy cperating
in Southern Holleand, Wa were ic Jein cur British Allsasa,

The Seventh Armored would long remember those days along
the Hossslle nsar Metz, Tha river-croaslos and the &ssfults an
the towns sast of the river in the bridpgebead had cpgt the
Division over 2000 casudltiss &rd over 140 vehisles af a1l
types. And such was cur part in tha bitter fighting bafcre

the finsl capture of the city amd its surrcunding forta in

lates Nowsmber 1044,
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| Swamps, Canala, and Tomales!




GHAT TSR IX

¥e pasded through the serpar of Luxeabours amd polled

en loto Belglusm befeps dirk, pauaing there ones juat long
enouEh to pearcit a Balglan farger and hia wifs to rush out
with a pot of what poadsd 43 coffea for thew., It was &
Eedture which we all dppraclited, thanking them in tha
internationelly undarstood Wiy by aslline, nodding, apd

uttering fremuant "coota ™ I was sven bold anciizh te aslk tha
old fellow 1f he had “Wn journal®. s pan inte the house anpd
cima ocut with a Communlat Facty paper conveniently printesd 1in
Fronch. It mantloned scsathins about ™as Bochea " being
ithrown back scross the Mosells, but prapaping to dafand ths
Topiress of Matz, Ancther column dealt with the Epltish driwve
in Holland. That waa all I had time for, 83 the half trasks
rattled on again,
Wa &lﬁ??i look=d forward to convey days, A4 that oeant a
chinos to tpavel in & more coafortabls fashion, Aipstead of
advancing oro®d-countey on the back of a tank, or tripping
ova> beat flelds and walting for ths naxt barrage. It wais a
charce to sea clvillans living llves vagusly sizilaer, at
lsast, to thoss of cur families at hems, to sse sozms of tha [ A
towna and clties of Eurcpe in varylog degrees of destrustionm.
Tha ehlel reascon, of courae, for eazerly anticipating o move

was silmply that it meant At leaat a temporary brask in fight-
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‘ng. That was encugh in 1tsslf, sxcluling the antortainment
of trayal!

Howevar, travel by half-track was not what it might have
been, though infinitaly Better than 8dding & crop of mallousss,
In the firat Flics, it vas necessasy to seat #lzht or nine man
in the back of the vahicle, wheps two banchas ran  the full
length cn elther side, with & deoor previded in the redr, Thrap
more 2% 1n the front.seat. DPahind thess benches wars stuffsq
svarything from extra palrs of shoss to Ssveral hundrsd pounda
of mortar shalls and other types of amunition. Musatts baza
ard other racks were strapped to bard just 4bove the Backs of
these Penches and to Any concelvable projecticn on the outsids,
Famders cgrriad thelir burdena. E-paticn2 in boxXes ware strapped
crt ths Bumpearss in front -er held in two ricks on elther slde of
ths resr Accr. A machins gun wis mounted on & post just
bebind the front asat ln scae types of half-tracks to provids
antl-alpgsraft protection. On otherd 1t was mountsd om & ring-
type turret comatructed cower the car conmande='s seat to ths
right of the driver. Over the bask cof the wehlegls & tappaulin
gould ba drawn teo resesble the cld-fashioned touring sedan.
When rldinT neapr encugh to ths front to aXpact any aXcltsmant,
this tappaulin was rolled back raln, or ahine, snow or slect.
It was never stuffy lnelde. The armor plate, roughly 3/B of &n
ineh thick, would probably stop & .30 callber bullet, but that
was all, Jpeed and power wers adequate for rough use, but a
full-tracked wvehlisla, lighter than & tznik, would hara basn

. fa havekept
Batter, snd would have peraitted armorsd infantry to e
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Up With the tanks bettar without 2otually riding on them in &
Tast advance over mough countey om & bresk-theaush,

30 mueh for "half-tracks®, which aroored infanteymen acornsa
and liked &% the samna time; scorned bacauss they semaoed to b
alweys left behird whap tha Golng wia rough, and Ilked becduse
raturning to them meant "home " apA a pest for awhils, Let it
be 8ald, anyway, that to travel in sogfort in sald wehlcle woula
require two naat adputatlona Sbove the knees., With eight or nips
Eaf in the rear 1t was judt barely poasible to find esncugh floce
SpAce L0 prevent sozsons's suspending his feet in mig-aim,
Changing positiens in slasp (7} op awalra, waa Juat cut of ths
guadtion. Sueh travel was & reil atrain en friendahip aftap
the firat faw hours. To grin and bedr 1t was & challengal

About sidnight we laft the hlzhway to spread out inm 4 bivouss
Zref just 2croas ths Heuse Rlver from Luttich, or Lidgs, as wa
uaually oalled it. Fortunately, this was before the "suzz_
bombs " began dropping inm great nusbsss on Balpivm"a third-
lapgeat clty, 8o all wis gulet 2nd pescaful along the Heuase tha
following day.

Uns day wad devotied there to redting &nd recrganlzation,
The new men, meaning us, wers shuffled around to bAalanes tha
platoond after the fightlns near Metz. That breakfast of hot
pakes was ths [lerst hot =eal sainoes lsaving "T:'n:mu_'r, B We mads
the most of 1t. During the day we hal formal guard dstalls
and 0.F."s watshing along the rlver, but 1t all sssmsd quite
unnecessary, our only lntruders belng & herd of cows that
iralated that ths greas was sops tasty in ocur partleulap field,

flvylllans were conslderate spcugh to walt until we had laft

4 "‘\ r |
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berfora they combed the area for dldcarded olothing. left. "

ove fopd .o Ferhaca svan a grensde op bwe, that sogacne

=ight have left behind.

It waa tharas, &lsoc, that the 29 Flatoon mestap A quaad
racalved additional 2e=berd to make 1t cwam-a trangth fop
ffe tize. From this tige tn, Sur squad was lucky anough

Lo otay toocethar through thick and thin, and we fopmed last.
ing friendahipa, Ciliffepa Dolan, Gerry Coyne, "Bud" Hacknay,
Greaenway, John Cepelak and Mull jolnad panks with those man-
tioned before; but John Dudy became Lt. Stier's fesp driver.

32 the Iquad wasg thap 83 follows:

Fq0ad Lefder —e--mooooeoe o S5/3gt. John Barnes
L mmmeecmmens "Wonnle " Wiatpegkl ;
A98%, GUMNer =-cecomeeeo——o.0pl, R. L. HoBride

B e e e e ___T/5 Guben Warneke

Blfleman e e a0 Y HoDarmott -
RAL1le0AN meemmmccceeeee——.Gerry Ooyne i -
RLfledin memeeocmeeeo o ====aoTchn Cepelalk .
RLfle280 mcmcccmmeee L Rudolph Yerk -

RLf1le@AN mme—emmmee e oo L T/5 014 Ferd Dolan ¥
RL1e0AN mecmmmmmce e fpapa L " Hotarniocla

RLf1leSan ——mem e e "Bud ¥ Hacknay - -

Riflesdn —cee—o mmmemmee e e n(raanway Py g *

RLflemin scmeomcmma e _Hull .T“"-ﬁ,
Fpom Lisge the routa was traced nocth along tha Britiah -

Aray supply highway into Hollard, Cressing the Belgian 4

bopder wa wera surprifed to ses the snthuslastle display of mation-
&l golera by the mewly-libspated gilvillana of es&ch country. Frea
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seserd story windews, crgre Tront doora, Arsped apcung

telerhons poles o trees, -- sverywhars wa locksd, tha red, : |

yollow smdl Mlack of Belgium, ‘At fHen furthar along the

FOSL, the red, white, ani blus of Hollaps. j
The peopls 00, wars siger to identify thamaplyma, ang

the wearing of theip eolord on Brasasards op hat bands |

halped one tg Alatinzuiah betwsen tha citlzens of thase

two countrles, fop tha northern Balglans and theas Duteh

looked wary much alike. FHlus sypa 2rd Blopda hale, parti-

cularly amope children, waps comacn fzcrng beth, In Holland,

bealdes wearing a touch of Orange, 8ozs &lse had black dia- -

nonds on thele soat slesves, Just what this atood fom X

den*t know, unless it Foaulbly rmeant the wearsr waa in

Sourning for a relative whe had died in the wap, a
Maastrloht, on tha Hass op Heuse Rivar, w23 tha firat £ g
large Dutch clty we 34w, one yialted azaln sevaral tines ."" iy .
9y the Tth A.D. The only wislbls dasage thars was the : i.q_-
destrustion by boobing of aevapal factory bulldlnzs mear ths 9 ql;. 1./-:-.
river and, of courss, the fine bridge, then raplaced by a " ";{n’
2lzeible pontcon subatitute, arocund whish wopa grouped many ol ;‘r'\ |
batteries of A, A. Buna. " .‘-
The HBritish M. F. "a atanpding at crowled arodalings with . F 1%
thelr scArlet and white ocapa, apd what looked 1lilka two whits iy k= |.'_P #.".";_.‘
towald wrijped arcund each foreara to ald thea in glving propar r ‘ . h - ,{
dlracticons, wers the Iirst esal notlee wo had that the Tth A.D. > : ’I
oonyoy waa entesing Ppitlah ter-itory. Freoa thers uptil e -1
radching our deatinaticn these slgns becize more noilceabla, . %

with convoya of lerriss (trucks) and ataff sars (Ansplcan
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d9op8)} heading north towards tie front A Mo S8 Hops

Toemzlea yilsilbla ln tha stresta of mash town phaged,

Aftas Masastrioht the HAT route next brought ua to Hasaelt,
8pd them to Eindhoven. The latiter appsared ths way I sxpagtad
Dutch towna ta lock. A lapga aanal pan right through tha i
middle of the buasiest faction with pows of nast Houses apd
ghopa ocn slthor aide. In all of thase towns; but eapecially
here, ths Duteh love of coleor was claarly aXpeesmed. Doops
and window Cramss waps bright green, red, yallew, or blus,

Blus in varlcous shades was the faverits, noted all owver

Hollapd in the eyss of it people, theip clothing in tha "
country, sapscially, amd in the paintins and decorating of :

thelr homes and furnlshings. It was ouite natural, after all

in & countey that aust ba cverly-consclous of the blue aky s
vith 2 horlzon only interrupted by ceesdional wind=ills apd
{:h‘ﬂt‘l::"l- #teerlas, and with water in atrefus, plveps, and
Candals crlsf-crcssing thalr land ln 811 dipecticns,

In Sindhoven 8nd othsr towns, thes Tutch, too, were esagar
to axpress thelr appreclation fop the afforts of Allied
soldisrs, but thay ware less eXxubarant, less cpenly smotlonsl
about 1t than the Frenchlss. The Dutch way was to not apd
agils 83 wa passsd, and then turn back to thelr plowlng or

tha pastopation of thelr damaged hoaess, Thelr gresting wag

Just a8 saruins, only 8 biL differant, Chlildren svery- 6'.1 ‘.. ]

wheps, howewsr, showed none of the restraint of thelr paranta, . Lph T : #

ghearing frantlcally and dashing cut of thelr houdes A efgh :;n iy £
Tha Jeap, of courde, WA R i i o

ganlk or half-track yunbled past.
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constant Source of

REusezent, szazezent, and envy all ovap , .
2u : : ¥
TORS, A3 well aa a few word in ths intarmaticnal language. |
Ancther thing that was edfeclally notlceabls to ome who y

docsn't amoke wan the great wvalus of o cigaretts as an
SFFredch to frisnfahip or as currency in bartaring. It
9ss0ed pathatic to ama thoss pacplas acg gamulinaly Appreclative
ol a ahort clgarette butt foupa zleng the curb, or & whols i
Lesasd cut by a Yank as ha paszssd, IF clgApattes had aush
valua, one gan lz4gine how well any Tood that could ba sparad
Trod %oy Eesd trucks was recalvad, That waa Soa=thing mlae,
again.

Helmend greeted us naxt a3 the afternoon began te fade.
Togather with the people of Sindhoven, thaae Tutehmen had not
¥ai recoversd from thelr flpat Jey of libaraticn, 1s3s than aa A
tv 0 weeaka bafors we had arpiwed, It would kave baan unthinkablas
Tor & Yank er Eritlaher to pass down the stesst unnotliced, Tha
Dutch offsred all thay had, which was 1lttla, They trisd hard
to be Trlerdly and showsd thslr appraclaticon by attempts at
convarddtion, ﬁ that was difficult, Few apols Tnglish =k

#; almoat none knew Fremch., In Holland, that widely used

"nternationaly language " invelving the four words "goot T e

goot", "soaprls S, and "mix cospria®, was nearly useless, unliks ik d v "*’.
its general use by 0.I.'s in France, Belglum, and Garuany. .. s K
It wag only ten or fiftesn mlles fpon Haloond to Deaurns, and e : *, _‘ |
. _ P
then on & shert distanee north to ancther 82211 farming villags, e v 21 : .-I.\'-,:'i
Cploc, I belisws, ocutsids of which we found some fislida whore wa . < i
wapa to asasmbls, A3 wea alwaya the cdas, the half-tracks apraad I R ﬁ
1ity in case ol 4
ilmgsan their wulnsrabl
cut and parked sc 23 to lmasan ;
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Bulden alr attask o ap unsxpacted lrt!:_ll&;-;r barrags.

Surely the Gsrmans had heard cur approach, 43 such A
gomray could hardly have orspt up stesathlly 1lke An animal
stalking 1ts k11l, ™o knew "the frent™ wma sless at hasd,

but the few ahells that suddenly came out of nowhara and
crighed into & hiystack and farwhouds in the fiald in front

of u3 gave us a rufe shock. It locked A3 though we weuld hapdly
get ocut of the vehisles bafors the ahow would beagin Agaln,
Howaver, that proved wrong, a8 no mors shells came 1n that
night, “a h2d been foraally grosted, and than ssaningly
forgotten.

Sheovals ooved qulokly to prepirs for any sventudlitles
that night might brlrg. Holss wepe lined with hey or atraw
from econvenient stazla. A paineoat pulled over on top of
cna helped to keep cut the cold and molsturs of ths nlght
alr, %hile thia was going on, the Flatcon Leadera 2nd
Rergeant3d ware @tetlng with the soapany Ccasander,who had
Juat recelwved his lrgtrustlons froz Eattalion H.9. Tor the
action to bs taken the following mornines. “hen they retuenad,
Lt. Juatad gawe us ths enscuraglng news that 1t was to be a
"aft tough™ from here on out, that Venlo was ths maxt Eritish
obJactive, and thit we ware to be in on the drive, the flpat
gizaion of ths "Lucky Javanth™ being to drivs all Jerrlsa out
of the Toms weat of the Mams (Msuse) River, and contaot the

Ist Balglan Erigade adwvanclng from the southk, That wag aweetb

to us aftar thode days apomnd Msts apd vicinity. What
to tha

newa
followving weaks proved no pompliment

hagpaned the
a who had compiled thia cptimia

tie Apforal=
intelligancd officer
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tlon. After & lonz bitter struggle, the Eeitlah Tinally got
lnto Venlo asveral months later. It combimed with Galdarn, .
Boch, Eleve, anl Acphels to foro » Iime of stesns points for tha
defanas of ths lowar Dhing apd right flank of thes Siegfried Ling.

Aftar & oketchy slesp that mlght broken frequently by
turna &t guapding, we gathersd cur equipsent &nd [iled dowm
both sideda of tha Oploc-Douprns rosd tewapds & pine woods in the
dipsetion froa which ths artillssy fire hod coos the evening
bafore. The ground was soft amd sogey on edch aide, ao ths faw
tanka that ware chugging alons towards the front of ths Battslion
vare confined to tha poad.

Wa wera atlill & half-mils frow tha weoods northwsat of
Overloon Heldt, when Jerry machine zun fire opensd ur Irom
agmawhera on tha head of the column. Sines A, Go. w8 in
gecond poslition, then, we hilted im plage umt:il ©. Co, hid
Amalt with ths anlpara, agslated by Tire frem our tanks up
front. Joon & few prilsonera ran pa3t u3 to the rear, thelr
apma glasped beahlnd their heads.

Syvarything sasmed toc ba mcwlnz along c.k. until the

'lgading tank hit the ocrossroads in front of tha woods, Then

two or thres aharp blasta of a 8B am., and there wAd onpa leds

Thepzan tank in the Tth A.D. The ciher tanka backed off out

gf tha 1ips of flra, 2Znd a3 wWad usually the siss when 4.7, Cam
wis mat, it was then up to the infantry to mowve forwapd with

artlllsry support and clean cut the oppoaltlon holding up our

eolumn of advance. The muteh terraln, whers tanks had to T:
a,mades this
anda thak gould be masily soyarad BY 4.T. gun
dgwn T
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aven ddra smapiatory.

ant 1 '
erad ths wooda pmasing up ths burnlng tank. Wa cosbed the

A, Co. moved foeward anpd cios abreasat of O, Co. a3 we - .\ﬁﬁ
two housss on tha efge of the pinss for additionil snlpers ;
ard moved ahesd piuticusly, with our mortdr dquad in the lead ¢
for ths 94 Flatesn, e had pe mopta=; - the old ons had bean
loat at Longusvills, - 9o ours wad Just anothan rifle 3quad,
sth a bazcoks thrown Lo for soo0d DeAlurs.

Juat A3 ths two goazanlas worklng up msach 3id= of thila
|| posd 1m the woods sspzsd to be nearing 4 olsaring, the BE ao,
| firad again, supported by sachlne gUNS. A4, 05, than shouted :

to us that & tank was partially wislble to thelr fromt about . )

200 yards away., Ope of thelr new gfflgers shouted to Barnes

to get hls bazooks up whers 1L gculd Cire on the tank. I was
"
s

girrying the bazooks, anl hance not ovarly anthusiastio about

that papticular plan. Pilaplaying cool nerve and taking hla

11fa in hls hards, Barnes dashed acriss the road to ses whors

. So. thought thia tank was logated. Tha Jerrisa waited for

his peturn trip, and than out logas with thelr B8, its white-

urned to Dis

hot atreak juit misginz John's shoulder 83 ba rel

‘iq‘uﬂd.

Any E
after by the plocd-chilling shouting apd yelling of fifty or

: gixty wild 5.3. boys who sfiza ScXiparing through the plne tresd
: ua out of any lntemtlona of

ian we had about tank-puntlag wAS interruptesd 2hortly

n in Indian fashion te try Lo Bcare

Cucklly Earmes had
¢ whila hﬁﬁrnnﬁud

' i ajvanocing On thalr tankz-supported cutpost.

|
I told us Lo atart agoopling out slit tranchs
1lght troughe 1n which to gat

ag we had B
raand of aptcaatic Tire feom

over 0 D. CSes

" 4qQas cover fpom tha spackling 2%
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the Deraan "burp® guns. This was the real thing, with the
BNAMY rushing up to & seant fifty faet, or leas, in froot of
Ur dquad, whils plnming us to thae ground with & ahowsp
ef bulleta whiah chipped tree trupks alongalde us and
enipped off btranches over our heads, We could ses tha
#Xgredalons on their faces apd ths Nazl sablazs on thalp
ahiny helasts as thay dartsd frea one tree to ancthor,
trying to gat better positions froo whish to see us in
tha thick pins woods,

Just whapa 0. 20. wad duping a1l of thia bualpsss, - anpd
the rest of 4, Co. 89 well, -- I don't know, but ons thing
i3 partain, they were not there tc help us. It was the
aortar aqusd, plul Ostranpder frow the H. L3quad agalnat tha
Nazis, Fortunately, undar Birpea' prompting we paturnsd
thelr flre, keeping coversd 88 best we could. Ths naw men in
the squad reas to the sccdaleon amd kept pacs with Earmsa amd

the othapr veterand.

We daglded teo fall back and Joln tha others, & Taw running

whila cthera flrad awsy te cover thea;( "ire and zcvemsnt ",

tha training manual called it.) After we had Zig-Zageed back

throuzh tha trass.for 3 feaw hundred feat, we stopped fipring to

listen. 411 was gulet:
What had happensdf
of the accuracy of our shootlng -- wvapy doubtful indsed -- or

thav had suffersd encugh casualties to convince them that we

meant busineas,

gat help.
1% sesnsd bsat for ua to work towards the rear ln the

Tither the Nazis wers &1l dsad becduse

ard that 1t was tlms for theo to fall back and
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dipection that 4, Oo, muat hive retirsd. %a finally foupa tha
rost .of our platosp again, ant Puilt up & pew lina of dtrﬂmg
back where tha burnad-out tank bloclked ths eroasroads, ,,;-.m~
only edsualty, in the moptar aguad, was Jobn Cepalak, who had
besn hit by shrapmel feom ocur own artillepy fire whish was
dropring dround ua, amd the Germans, during the excltaent of
the countsrattacik.

Tha resson that A. Co, had retired, w2 found out latar,
Wad that 1t had baen declded to £a11 bask amd throw in scos
artlllery concentratlons apcound the Gorman cutpoat bafope
advancling any further, That was fine, excapt that in the nolas
ard cenfuslon this word had navar peached our aquad at thes
poilnt of A, Co.'s advanse, 3o wWe were Bble to Agrees with
Jearcy that Anerloan aprtillery flre was effactlwva, Tha Co.
Coamander waa behlirmd with hia radle, and someooe Had falled
to Torwird his =sssage all alonz the iine. Thia kind of thing,
1o8a of contaept, was extramely noemal in scobat, and with a
sompany containing more than A& good majority of gEreen men, Lt
wai L0 be exXpected.

Aftar furthar aptillespy preparation, we adyanced cnce Sora
over the aames ground, only to be met by & strong answer fpoa
ths Gapman batterisa. Eack and forth ocur line swayed all the
reat of the day, until by nightfall we finally stumblsd over
ths Capman dead and the shrapnel - pruned brandhess for tha

last tims that day, Bdvaneing ocut into & polnt of the wooda

algmed at oup oblestiva, the tovn of Overloon. e would long

remember thoBe pins woods around that Dutech village, which

wn pever cadchad, then or later.
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DMitch goll, -- aocotly pand updernsath, was Basy to aig
in, but sven so it could be amoylng after shovelling sut tha A
slghth hole in ome day ef fighting. Howewsr, 83 dsrirgas: } -
c@dme on the platoon eonsentrated on Bullding up a atrong
dafanaive lipa, twe men ts a hole, to prapars for any nlght 3
or sarly dawn counterdttasi Jorry might hive in mind, Wa
had to be caraful to keep in the shadows, 23 the 1light-
colored aand undsrnesth might have reflsctesd the bright
moonlisht. Eranches wars acundant ard mads gecd camouflaga
Tor holes on ths edgs of the woola, Tha qulet; except for the
Buffled crunching of ahovela in the sandy holas of thoss atill
dlgzlng, got on our naryves, 83 we wilted aXpastantly fep acaa-
Lhing to brealk cut,

Uother " Barnea saved the day, so fap as nourlshoent was !
concarnad, for ha had basn asriying two D-bapa of highly- I
concentrated chocolile, Tach min In the sguad had one sguare=
Lpch, the firot food singe the procesding night's E-saticn.

Jagge Galdwell surrrised us & few hours latar with thas
word that the plan was to [all bask agaln to the crosmsroced on
tha edge of the wooda, amd wAlLt to attack ln the dayn, What a
rallaf; = anything to palisve the nerdcus tanaion of watchlng
ard walting umder thosa plnes for Jerry's mext move or naxt

artillery shall, He lad the way back to the line agreed uponm,

apd aasigned the sgoads to some holes laft yasant by the Nazia

in their retreat.
Meat Flatoon Sergeants then would bhave called for the sguad

laadara to pollest the E-rations juat brought from ths resr snd 3
; - AT -

Algtelbute them to thelr aguads, but not Jeose; for ha went to

gvery @An's hole wizaelf to make sure sach got what he deserved el o~
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Brodaing & wilat-desp sanal twios i tha proceas,
This kimd of thing,

that nlght,

plus his pepal leaderahlp under fira, magy

Jeass the true frignd of BYary 24n 1o the Second Flateem, Tha

Flatoon waa 211 hls then, too, 83 Lt. Justad had atopped a
bullet in his negk that day. A fellow by the nazse of Flein
Look ovap the Flatoon, balng a llsutgnant, but Jdedde waid the
Flatcon Leadar,

IT an Infantry Flatcen had elihar a good Jerzeant, o= a
geed Liputenznt, 1t geot aleong, of course, providing that the
BouAd lssdara waps of high galiber. If Beth ths Lisutanant
and the Sargeant wara Tesl leadera, then it was 4n sxcellent
fighting platoon. Under firs, whichaver ona was tha battar
leader made ths important doclalons, the othar helpinz to
aXacuts them with the a1d of the Squad leaders, It amade no
diffarance whether the officer or tha nonecod took over top
Eosition under fira, The rosults wera the siss glihsn wily.
I1f both wera good leadapa, they could tale turns in thes key
posltion, reatlng by turn in the decondary rola, But, althar
ong or the othor bAd to be up therz with the lesdinz =quad:
Just 23 each squad leader was expected by his men to actually
42ad his sguad fron first position, That's the way 1t worked
in the Azsrican Army. Reapsct for suthority under fira, and
hence obedlesnce to command, pesultsd only in cases wheps man
vwers lad phyaieally by the lesadar of tha unit,

Tarly ths naxt mérning, the procedurs began. all over
agaln: Up through the woods, past cur own dead fipat and
then the Gapaani, Tesllng our way towapds the atill-living

aneny. The day before we had counted roughly twenty desa
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derrles in front of the positlons where the BertAr aguad haj

held off the pounterattack. HNot bad shooting for moatly nawcom-

ers at this gams! The 21 Flatoon wad in the rear the naxt day
L]

h
Flatoons alwvays potating in the ls=ding podition. o 4t waa ons ' - %

of the othar platoons that dealt with the anlpers met &gain / i
. that derning in & houss near tha apot whaps the Geroan LAnk o
J must hoava bean,

Lt. Andaracn, an excellent lesadsr and such-ndmirsd offlser,

f waa in charge of A, Co. that day, a3 we edged Torward in the

[ aXtremsly thick woods alens tralls edesfully cut-out by tha

GarnAna. The whole wooled 2pea had been aystematloally srlsa- ! " L

oroaged by poads with foot paths gut through ths arsas batween b

roada, It =ade o peguldr gridiron pfttern. Along the tralls 1

[ wa found muentitisa of Tngllsh-made bleyeles conflacAted by

tha Ge-mans in Holland for use Along thoss roada aml trails.,

piacarded equipmsnt gave avldencecl a hasty reiresat, Begiuza
of ‘merican Bptillery concentrations preceeding our advance.

Tha 48th Battalion of the Tth A.D. wi3 ©On oue right, having
puahed up to within the putaiirta of the small town of Cwar-

1oon in & tough fight, Ye, of tha 2%pd, meved up through the

woods until wa eculd see the town, too, Pullding up & long

nappow fromt in preparaticn for an attack to help the 5Eth.

¥g apeant the afterncen and svening walting on the sdze -4

tha wooda to paceive word to attack on the 48th's left flank.

That wopd nover ciaze, howevsr, 23 wa wers rellevad by the J8th

I ..-.

I gattalion, alao of the Tth A.T., msarly the next morning. vhether p 2

’ " this outfit made our Bchaduled attask, I den't know, ! i,
iy e

quite a aight that afternocn to ses the AlP

T_4T"a wopk oven the flazis in apd apound L -

It had been

b gorpa pilote in thalr
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Overlecn., Ons poor fellew awooped down 80 low that he wag
SAUENL in the eXplosleon of his cwn 500 pound bogh as 44
Btruck & ™igar™ tank, Tha plane plowed into ths £ia14
bayond the tanmk, permitiing 1ts pllet to be taken priscnar,
This all took rlace about 8O0 yards in frent of gus peattlon.
It was muite an aip show, just as it had been at Longdevills,
And many timea later on,

Tha Infantey nawes belittlsd tha great part pliyed by the
Mr Forces. It appreciatasd expecially the men in the fightar-
bombara, the F-4"s and F-%8's, -- not to mentiom thoos wloked
Typhoons and Spitfires of the R.AF. as wall, Those planas
giwe the infantry gredt support, whan the weathsr was clasan,
sdrnlng the gratitude of 3.I.'s "on the line ™ below. Wa
prayed for falr dawya, Just aa the Nazis dAid for ovepcaast and
elovA-Bocund skiea.

Prom the wiclnity of Overlcicn, we moved back into mops
pedoaful Tlalfa reushly one mlls aouth of 3. Anthonia.
Jrouped around our new ares, alao, were Our Tth A.D. srtillery
battaliond, ac the Clelds asslected were not 23 comnduclve to
re3t 83 might have bBoen expected, fop avery tilme we attampted
a faw houra gleep (2}, the aprtillary bocmad feorth lts eavenlns
ggrentde, Yo heoed tha muzzla blsata, the Gapoana hsapd and
falt the explosicnd on impact, so we ghered vagusly in thesip
mioary. Amd, of coursa, thers waa nothing te preveant Jarry
from raturning ous fire to provide further intersuptions.

Turing the day, tha bivouae dred wid & acntinual scuprce of

supiosity for the Dutch tovnapeopla who wanted Lo sas what

Amarisan soldlerd wara ta ally like. They ghaapred ua washing
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And bathing out of stasl helmata, earins for tha vahicles,
eleaning weapona, writing lettera; aml worat of all, --
eating, Tt wAan't saay to digmat a falrly raspentabls Aray
=83l with Dutch shildren eyelns us inteantly, Just waltins

fer ths slighteat suggeatisn on oup parta that thare aizht be
somathing for tham, too. But, after all, Lf we were to
fight for thelr land, food was & "muat™, hapd as 1t was to
down Lt in f::"un't. of them., I ap aurs they undesstocd that,
but 1t must have been Aifficult for thea, just the sams,

for those Dutch had really sufferad &t the handa of the
Germans. dny food anl clething we gould dpares brought
laetlng friendshlp and gratituds in return.

i lapge 9.A,F, Langastar bombear had erashsd alonz tha
=odd Just ocppoaite our fleld, and the Dutch had burprled the
four who had Aled in ths apsldent beside 8 tres there. Tha
flowers apcund sfch white cread with a Bpitlsh nams angrawvad
on 1t naver $aded, for thay weres changed each day we siayed
thers, Ths Duteh didn't fuss over their fighting Allies ao
much as the Franch, but their Bppreciatlion was Jjust aa
ganuine and lastlng.

A day or 3o, Octeber Sth, and back te the front-lins holes
we wamt, again in the vieinity of Overloon, whers ths greund
wa bogk-over lotked out upon Anothar unkmown willaga to tha
nerth of Cyerloon.

~ith "Andy " Anda-son &nd Jessa caldwell in the lgpad, we
woplked cur way up & pavad read towards-that unknown town,
pasts1 soze farm houses and & windalll until shallsnged By

soosuns [rom the 45th Battalion, whlch we wers ralleving.
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They Were glad to turn cver thelr holas to us aftap pointing
out ths directions from which the Jarrles wers mcat likely
to countor-attack. Dusk 2nd dawn wers the Tavorits tings!

Our platoon covered ths paved road on our laft flank,
Lavetro and Absyta marmsd ene of the Flatoon's two aschine
gun3 thars, and Valentine and Means tha othep, Molermott and
I, with the bazocoka, whish sas ard I took tupra caArrylng,
wara to ¥nock out all tanks that oigs down the road. Tha
Jarrlas had troatsd the 48th roughly, 8o we were on our
guard Top ths wopat,

Tha Gmraans walpcmed the 23pd with & baprags at dawn,
and kept up the entertiinment all day, The oilsslon waa only
to heald aziln there, 83 Ao greiat atteapt to push them bask
towarda Germany had besen planmed yat. The Eritlah needed all
thalr ragourced and Sen L0 clear the arsa apound Antworp, We
wara to protect thelr eaatsen flank, 2nd aslptaln the line
Daurne-isten-eert,

It was 4 resl opdssl to stand wateh in 2 hola oo thogs
Blask mighta. Twery nerva wasd on edge, sars lldtening lntently
for unfasiliar sourds when the artillapy waa qulet, ayad
gtraining to oake out irrezular shipes 1n tha grass apd shrubs
to our front. Imagination toptured us with plotures of Jerplaa
aravling inch by inch through the high grass, thelr 'potato-
mashar " E.r-!n&d.ﬂ‘i"“‘i}’ to ba tcssed., ©nm hodr wis all anyone
eould atand without being rallesved by a hole-sats. 3light

palaxaticn, but no alesp, was possibls, beatwesn shirts untll

thes sarly @mornlng barcigs from both aldsa sheck svaryona inbo

conpleate © cpaclouansas agaln,
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Busing ths days ws spent cur tlaze watching fer troubls, ag
usual, but scastimes onjoysd A& E-ration that bhad been part-of-
the-vay earrisd, anl part-of-the-way bpought by imap, froa the
vehicles parked parhapa 5 =iled te cur pear, Tach night, --
when the aitusticon permitted, -- ratlens and A=ssunbltlon were
brought up to the cospany on the lins. Thia was ome of "Puzzy"
Drabin'a moat impcwtant joba, a8 Co. wotor officar.

Hap, and meat of the othars, mads coffee with ths presious
witer garrled in thely asantesns, but I was pessialatic or
cautlious engugh to sawe moat of alns to deink, if anid when
woundsd, with the sulfa-thiazole pllla carplad ln svary Tlrat-
ald pouch, Not liking coffas or clgarattess, 1 waa & viluable
man te have apound, whan rations wepa pasasd out.

The gscond night, ocur battallicon sent out & pabrol to in-
filtpate the Geraan lins and ccde bagk with inforoition. af
courss, we hadl besn wirned to be extrd savaful not to fies
without shillensing during the hours the patrol wa3 to opanats,
Eut 1t wag & bit of & gurpriss whan the tios ciae to bear the
rhythoio clopping of wooden ghoed going down ths pavsd road
towapd the town amd the German llnsa. Apparently, it had
goemed bast to be bBold that tlae ard pratend to ba innocent
futch firmsrs returning to the town. Juat how they managsd Lt,
T don't know, but ssvepal houra 1ater the Dutech ahosa, and thosa
wearing tham, caos back down the road p#3t our po3lticms, They

had played the gias wall!

Tha mext svening, & anlper Zust have ccas out of hiding

bahipd cur llmes, 23 socdoons bagan taking ahota at ua fpom

ona of the h::-u.;ea we had passed on the WAy up to our positlon.
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Bullsts clipped ths high grdss arcurd cur holea, untll a tank
Erowled up bBehind us ard Blasksa the suspactsd houss, The
Snlplnz cesgsd,

Then "Andy " pams sut of ths amall dugeut he had baen
BTJOying sinss cur arcival and shouted the oprder to fix bay-
cnats, Another ccunter-attack seessd imminent. e only had
& carbine, 80 I sugzestsd he uss his showel to help ma with any
clode-in work, should the Jerries mst that far. The tank
behind wa cut-locas Agaln, boring holas in the windaill parhaps
600 yarda in front of us on the edgs of ths town, Cur wachins
guna rattled away, Ths artillery threv over quantitlss of
Mir-burata” (ahells with fuses ticed to sxplods thewm befops
ths erd of ths trajesetory). It was nolay for about an Hour:
the winimlll was defdced aeveral houses dget afira, and laat
tut not lsast, -- ths Jappy sountep-Attaszk stopped whers Lt
had atarted, -- at the edgs of town.

It w23 socoetioe later the next morning befors daylizht on
COctobar Bth, that Barnes pushad cver to tell uwa thet the BEritish
1lth Armoursed Divialon was on 1t3 way to rallawe us, That waa
Eood npawd, bacAule We had heard that whan the British plannsd
toc do scuathing, thay 4ld it. This relief was cur firast iptizate
pontast with our Allles froz Bpitaln,

The firat scund of thelr 2prival oo tha scens was tha
elop-slopping of hob-nallad boots, 31 one of thelr antl-tank sun
crawd galmly whssled and pushsd thale weapon right down the
pavad highway and off intc a grove of tress bshind cur holes.
This gun was to take tha place of our bazooks coverlng the poad,
The casual,ncmghalant, but well-plinned way they 414 ths whols
thing was so typloal of British scldtering. They dldn't muffis
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thelr volcoes, op ahisld thelr clgarsites, or cbiarve wcany
Of the prasauticra we were used to. Thay meszed to dafy
derry, and zot awsy with it, usually,

Wo wore tired, but nobody svss acllapsed on ths WAy
back Iroz the front, - (with tweo gXcaptiona -- thas withdrawals
fron Lisssl ard 9%, Vith). I% waan't more than Tlve milss to
tha vahlclea, and after sarching that far, we loadsd up apd
returned to the flalds near Asten.

Carl Lautner, A. Co. Heas Jergeant, ampd his occoks bad
thelr usual hot cakes ani eoffes to waloose us biack for Break-
faat the next merning. It waa ancther ahort "Mooecoming™

Yhen we reached the bivouaps apsa, it was lesarned that
sozethleog haw wis on the gsehedule, The Diviaion's defansive
lins had besn extended to approximatsly 35 ailsa, ac that 1t
gasmed best to form rovlng pateold of Infantey in half-tracka
to gurrd the supply routes for the British Avay, 43 wall ag
our own Divislon's lipes of scommunicaticn. Two aquads from
our Flitoon were sant Bagk to guard Division Train$. This was
ths aupply dsrek of the Tth A.D,, where cenveys of "rains"
(L.a.trucks), dapoalted the pesds of the divisica sach diy, W
wars to set op outpoata around ths supply basds to prevant
Garuin patrols froom infiltrating through our lipes and disruptlng
tha I.‘:I‘.n\vr of wital pedcurces. The eXeellsnt food wa recelved Lhara,
plud no snemy acticn, and 4 1ittle tize to catch up on soas leat
alaap, ¥wera greit advantages ovar pravious altustlons.

“ile atandlpg guard 4t ap cutpoat positlon not far from
oup divisien supply base ona day, we bid cne of ths mgat unusual

sxpariances of the whole caapaign. Travalling innosently dovn
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TORd near to the ons which v® vers watohing csme & puca.

white Gersap aabulance, drlven by a Jercy offiser. As wum

redpsctsd the rad crnaaas,én hia yehlalas uﬁﬂar tha tearas or

ths Gansva Fict, thera w13 no gueationm af shooting hiam Aswy
in cold bloea, Rathar, the Maizi officer

cnly Gardan g Ifinera

v dressad aa Snarplly as
GAn dresa, hopred arriphtly st of hia
vahlels apd Fredanted to one of cur offigasg & Ferait that wag
ALpirantly sigznass legally by a Beitish officer. Thia parayt

raquested Ul to give him 200 such-pasdad E23cllins, ac as tg

enibls the Garman to £ back through cur linss to bring in
300a wounded men, lneluding scos ¥Yanka, “a Wera not told how
or why hla story wag Aceepted 23 lagltisate, but, at apy rate,
alter 2trutting about for msoge tlae, thls same Mazi, -- ampd
hia wnbulangs, =- laft cuw lines [with ths paguired glacling)

23 peacefully as he hai entawad thea. ‘hathsr, o= not, hs

dctually eeturped sith the wounded we Asvar knaw!

oout twe diwa. late=, \"1.1-'5:"& ralleved of guarding tha
ired arcund Tividlcn "paina ™ ard sent out Iri ths blagk cf
nizhi to contict Lt, Andaracn it an Sutpoat made up of the
othe= threa aquads of the & Flatocn, and themely hanga a tals!

Jedas Caldwell wis in chargs of ths reddlpdap of the Flatoon
which comsisted of the H, 2 Jquad and our Hortar Jquad. We
atarted out ln the directicn of Halmond, and thers 1t Suat havs
been that we took the wrong road, The half-tracks reared t.rn-quEh
the nlzht past savasal villigss vhioh looked unfasilias, as amich
83 we cculdl tall ln the dank.

Finally Jeasas thought 1t baast to halt and walt until Aay=
llight to deteralne where we wers And than cont=ot 4, Co, owver the
radlo in the H.3 bhalf-track., 9o, wa turned up tha atpsat of

tha naxt azall tewn ard fourd what gassed to ba 8 azall gourtyard
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Surrcurded by a houss and barn. For A1l we knew, wo aight ba
Bahind the German lines, It waa Jjuat a satter of "Sweating
it out " untll the trus picturs predanted itaslf,

Cmes again, the sxtreme guist wia the acat A1fTleult thing
about atarding guard by ths vehicles that night. It asomsd
Bast to make sure four men Lln sach half-track wara avdlks amd
walching all the tise, ene atanding by the michins pun mountad
en #3azh vehlola, To say that time passed slowly 13 a gross
urndaratatensnt.

This teme gquist was broken during the nlght by two
viclant explosiona. dessersalth, of the H. & Squad, toased
i granidsg af A suspleleus sound mear the gats to the courtyard.
The ™ound™ &nawersd with ancther granade. Juat how wa Mers
not bit by shrapnel whlle atanding guard, I Aon't know. Then
vhan on guird ayself with ¥York, I insisted that scasone wad
ereeping up in tha bushes & few fest Irod our vehiole. Luckily,
I d41an't fipa, for 1t turned cut that this town of Heljsl was
oocupled by 7. Co. of tha 2J-d 2% tha tlus, ond oné of thedp
cHachins gun Sqguads eovering the aresa whers we wers pirksd would
haya opaned up 8% oy flrat shot, Ard it was a 5. 0o, aan ak
whe= #esaspamith had thrown hias grensde, 3nd who had hurled one
baclk in return. It was a real battls of nervesa, but it all
anded bApplly the next @orning. - {The nolse I had wanted to
fips at gams from the eage of scas tame rabblts kept bahind thoan
buahasa, )

The Tollowing Aay we tock shelter lo the barn of the Dutch

family near whose nouse wa had parked. We gave thea scae Tood,
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tobasco, am tigirattes in raturn for the uzs of theip
Fltochan whers we washad curaslves and heatsd cur H-raticns,

The father was a ecnl dealor; ths varlous alzed amd types of

coal armd padt waes sorted in plles apcumd hig adurtyard., Gne

of the sona wads us mors ccafertabls by apreading & load of
SLrav cn the barn floce, Angthas 2cn ssszed mechinipally-
inelined, for he Lnalatsd upon inagect.ng avary part of the
moLErd on our vehiecles, apd axhibited with grozt pride &
Erltish-mads aotoreyels, his prizZed possssslon, They did

i1l they sould to make us fasl at heaa,

And 30 d1d Jerry, for it happensd that the town was
durrounded axzept Top the road on which we had sntersd, whish
wasd ‘kapt opean by & patrol of Flve lizht tanks cparatlng up and
dovm it all the tioe, Artillery Cirs was apopadic, but con-
timially redinded ud that Jerry knew we weea s6411 thara, Durlng
tha faw intervals betwean artillepy shelllng, thia sazes young
Tutehman uded his actoreyole (with gasoiine aupplisd by us) to

evicuate the rest of hia fan.ly, cne &t a tise, dewn the cnly
redsopably safs poad, Cthara, leas fortunate, hedpsd belonglngs
in ciarta or on thelr own backa, as they sought to sacape -Tar'l'!a
We atayad ln town, helping C. Co. dafend dellal

Bacond co@ding.
untll tha followlng day, when crders caae through to return ©

A, Do. whers we balongad,
Aftar breaklng away froa anclircled Aeljel, wa pasasd
through Dsurne a2nd 38w ops of the mest atirding scensa of tha

Holl=nd easpalgn. Soundlng 3 corner, the shrlll agresching o

tag-plpes drowned cut the sound of ths motor, and thapa bafors
us atputtad thres platoona of Highlandera ¢n thelr way Lo the
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front, sasp led by & pipar 1n full dreas unifcra. Wa cheared Ct .-
a3 wa roapss past theoas aagnificent Jcottlea, - a 81ght we ] “1!
wouldn't fepgat!

In Deurna, 4 fisld ReXt to & house lived-in By an Enzlish-
apsaling achool tsaghsr w43 our teadporAry blvcuss Apam, This
WOOAN wWaa friemdly and sager to hesar of Asariea, having hid a
brother in the Statss, Howpss She explained that it wag a Bit
difficult fop the Duteh to underatand what saa gelng on somm—
times, telling uas that 27g0 pacple had died in forty alnutops
in & regent alr-raid on a Dutan towm by the R.A.F. The town
had not besn in Garman-hald Helland, a0 we trisd to axplaln % .
that 1t had Bean a tragic =istake, but what a waste of wopda! .
YWhile w8 wara talking, her youngsr Erother cazs cut of tha
houde Lo mest us. He wia & mpagbep of the Dutech Underzground.,
tha "nderdulbera™, 1dsntifiad by the Orange Srassard he wops
Ha sssdnd like a fins, saga-, le=an-lcoking young Dutehaan.
inxioua to be off on an Azalgnuant, he oply hat time to shake
handa and pup, & wlahsd hix ‘good lusk"™ s he daahed off
down tha steast,

That sags alftarncon, & Dutch Undergreund cie pulled up to
our apsi, apd the man lnalde eXplained that ha knew whawa tan
Garmins ware walting to be taken prlsoner. Cff wa went azalp --
on anethap wild goodechass, -- for sodedne hid deflinitely made
8 miataks. After gedrchlng devoral housss, Ws progresasd teo
far down a back road, for the ten Nazia wore not ready to quit,
g sould ses theam around & barn scme dlatanes i'rﬂlfthu road, put

Soms Hpltish tanks, which were flushing out the area, ‘also aaw

us apd cpemed fire with their .50 caliber 2.5.'d, thinking wa

wers Garains, At that polnt, we decided to let the Hritish hapils




the priscnsr_taking, am Withdrew back to Daurne msa Tast as
We eould go. That wag #nough fop one dag!

In apite ar belng shot at by the perhags avar-zealous
Tomnles 1n ths tanks, (we hid pagslved slallap trodtosnt

fron ocur 2T coaraded-in-arms spvaral tiges 2lraady}, wa

arl 1 medn we - A1) of us who wers "up thare on the Ilna® -
Bad oeae to fasl that we were lucky to have sush a Cins

erowd of fellows with whom to work &nd fight. It was a
Eratlilfying experiensa te hava Tought &lengside thoss Britlash
soldlaral Ard o dispel sows of the wumors gast About on the
hede front, let we add that I gaw or heard of pot one inatanca
of "bad rmelinz" szonz the triops of our twe countrles. Thoaws
that thare wers must have basn resortsd only in the "eap

schelon™ op amonz the "Migh brass™ of sach asmy, With the 3.I,
amd Tommy "up front™, it was a ALffa=ant itopy! Tyan tha
Irlah-dnericana asong ue had nething bus pralas for our Alilaa
froog Epitain!

A day op I;u: latep, on October L4th, the ‘234 was Agsambigd
togeihar cnes agaln, whem all roving poatrola apd cutpoata had
bean cilled in, and we turned over cur &pea to Ancthep Cosbat
Comsaind, ©.7.%., also of tha Tth 4.0, 3osething new was in
atora for cuwr 0.0,.8:

I belleve 1t was Al this tize that word was pasgasd apcound
to all platcons 40 wirn non-oo=s Lo remove A1l lnaignia of
rank apd dispese of any ldentificaticn. With the bogging down
of ths Allled assault across France and the solidificaticon of

cur lipe west of ths Wast 'Wall, Jarry had beccas socky Sz3in
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and wag reseprting to tatles familiap 1n tha sarlisr Nazi

cAapalens One ef he new 'E'DUEMHE-l‘I-—u]}-B.-th." polioias

Wi T =
I Lha magcptan shooting of ail non-ooms and offlicers takan

priscmer. Anothae Bina Wi to force 11 Allisd priacnscs to
23t &ny German equipmant they wera sarrying Whan oaptursd

80 Wa haapd !

s OF
In oy sagernesa to cocperdte with the new ordap,

I enptied every posket. Out went even Soclal Iscurdty Capd,

driver's lizense, and %ad cross mssbarship sard, Ferhips a

littls Over-cluticus, but I wa4n't taking &ny chiances! Only
the " dog tags " wers kept.

Our sontacts with the British becams =ors fraquent 4ll the
tizZe, In fast, the naxt operaticon, for which we socn began to
Frepare in thia beriaf '"sest pericd” was to ba closely flttsd-
in with thelr drive towdrds Venle. A Beitish foras was to head
nerth aml take the town of Vanray, whiles we were to advance
north-saat cut of Deurna, eataklizh a brldgehaad daroga the
candal, Apd than push beyond with Epitlsh halp,

Thip eanal-grossing buslness involved the cooperation of &
Goapany of Rwoyil Tnglneers with whoa we practiced fop savepal
daya, We had to be able to usge Bssault boata LT tha Jappilsa
laft no bridge intact., And, an &lternate plan was to usa
daverdl sectlons of & portabls woodsn foot bBridges the Sngineerd
had ceonstructed. Thess were to be pushed up front with ths
infantry, reddy Tor uasa, 1f nacassary,

The boat tralning involved aaalgning edch aguad to a
nuaber beat, the boats to be brought ferward oo trucks,
and then c&rrisd the laszt few hurdred feet. Hacknay, Dolap,and

I Joined thres experlenced Britiahera to fors the orew to carrey

fopward amd unfold our scllapaibls boit 4t the canal's esdge.
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and thres Tomngles with ona mortir ahell, but

that was pey 1t had to be, Tha praostize dasalon invclvad i |
Biﬂulitlng taking the boat cfr tha truck, rushlng forwapd g |
shert distance, unfolding 1t, thay launching it, ao as ta ;
FEralt tha raat of tha 9quad to Junr to thelr placsas bahlnd -
us., A Eritisher, pallsa Pop", wvas to loap sut with a larga
8Flks on the and of a TOre to anchor th: Boat to tha Oppoalts
shors, whils wa TUshed on to victory. Then thay raturned
for tho naxt wdve , ata,

Tha whols businssa dounded too much ilke o gaall calg ! ] 3
DAy to us! The Eritiokers mads scoma tyrically dey-hunorad
regdrks about the deal, apd cautlcned us to stay with the
boat whan Lt wag hit, a3 1t weu_dn't ainp ill the way, 1 .
redember 2dding that, at lraat, the water would be wira aa :
W AWAL Acpoan with ahella falling all apcurd,

e asked scza of the Brltlshera whit tha flve ped inverted
¥'a atood fer on thele right forasrm's, not knowing that sach
cne rapresdented 4 year of war sprvles 1n the British Aray .

Flvs Bewweyoirs wis a long ti=e! It mads us fasl quita amall
Lo coupare cur geonths of gervicm, == moatly 1n the 3tatea so
far, -~ with ths pagorda of thapag Tounies.

I wag 8lac curlous encwuzh to ingquire what the ped ghisld
crods and crcesed swords @sant on thelr shoulder

with a blua

patehes, 1 presumed it was & roglaental inalgnla, but to

ttrraot s, one of the flvs-year Zan anawoped that it peant

Ly’ 2 could sande thaip prids : :
they we=a "igms of Honty'a asn ar ; =3

in belng wdembeps of that tough llttls Joot's Fighting Jlgt

Argy Group.
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After working under the British for a while, wa bagan to
appreciste the relacna for that pride Dore and sore. Svan the
msm in thas ranka eculd senss the thorough, acund prapapaticn
and ths gautlous, arrlégnt waya in whigh tha Epitish plannad

ard directed thelp caspaigns, They had fought snough wars Lo

ymow how o go absut it, taking emcugh tlds To do tha Job

thoroughly and ncopletely. e did thinga Taster, used aora

\magination &pd ipltiatlve, pechaps, but =t what a ecoat im
raGoUrasEd .

Aftap about two Aaya of practicing, 8 packed the TR

tants agiin, and prepirsd L9 pldes down the Deurns-Ven-ay

road 23 far a3 & woods north of Deurns, whara the yahlolaa

would lasws 13, 241 usual, Thars Wa dug-in for the night
apd waited. Thila wa3 Catchar 15th.

Yorl and 1 had Juat scapletad our Z_aan hols, when Jehn

Harpes cize Around o {nforn uwd that & patrol waa to ba

gent cut And 1 had bean plcked, 3long with alx ethers from

cur dquad and Birne3a, pimaelil.
g sura tha otheps knaw whan and ®

3 the canal, aingle-L1iie,

After maklmy kare we

wa atapted cub towapd

1 to tha road running rlERt

would peturn,
down TO the

taking & route paralle
it wAa TAining hapd, blasgk a3 1he inaide of & cave,
pouss burnlng guite adca

pocasicnil Garaan flars

ganal.
a distancae

exgept for one heyaiack or
msposs the sanil to oue front, and an
sant up to Haem patpols Fro= graarlsf Up WA388N. waan Lhalp

¢ tha nizht,
ny basll to grow 1R Lne tleld,

Eellliapoe 11t W wa misged tha ground. I didn't

4 it posalbls fop 30 O
¢ be crowied ipto 5o swal

or

Lok
1 &n aras, We

a0 adny ferced &
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stuabled amd tripred over syerything lusginable, exospt
aines, of which thoras ware plenty we Cound ths naxt Worning.

The purposs of the patrol waa te find cut AL any bridges
remilned; also, how widg anpd deep the canal waj and how much
opposition alght ba s¥peoted. The patrol was tao large fop
sfficiant and azfe acticn, 5o only Barnea, doDaractt. Dolan,
and "Wapsl" vant ths liat few hondrsd yarda. Eafors balng
fired on by a machins gun froam the othar side of tha canal,
they Tound thit tha poma bridgs was down, apd then sacapsd
back to us. Cn the return teip, we walked down tha read, too
tired to trak cross-country 2galn. The night'a work was ovap,
but tha scheduled attack was not wcre than 2 socuple of houpa
awAy,

Sverything started out sueethly the following day. The
boat ldsa had bsen Aldgarded, (A3 all anticipatsd plana Always
wara}, &nd the Britlsh Tngineera had their footbridge aecticns
mounted on capta peaady to go. We lnehed fopwapd slowly out of
the woods and asross saveral thousand yawrds of open sround
towapd the cAanal., The cthe- ccopanles wera on oup rlzght,
Scpgaa tha road, Wa atopped freguently to take advantags of
any dapresslond in the ground when akells caoe too =§uae. but
progresa wAs J8de.

o wars advancing behird & beautiful 'relling bacrage ",
in whish our Artillary drepped shells a few humdred yapda in

frent of us, ilncresslng thelr range 23 we advanced. 1L waa

arnd all sesmsd going well until we

fina suppcrting fire,
h cur pat-ol had studbled tha

raiched acms houaes arcund wWhig

night beforz.

—_ Y




Irsert on pepge 0

God supplied that courmge for oe.

I felt Bis pover like an electric

SMITent rushing ioto oe. I threw down my rifle sod yelled, "I'm conine,

I'm coming”™.

Four men had part of thelr Liobe Blowva off. The meot seversly wounded

anc 08t Ris leg froo the koee downos

I repember munning 9 bim and. saying,

"You m-¢ podng to Be all ripght. Squeszs my AT= o8 Sed B3 you cen.'  He

gig.
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The machine gun #quad on the right flamg Hnfertunataly
FAO 1nto & glustaw or Anti-personnsl "hoe ™ cines, Tha

/? Fquad Leadgr, Valantine, ateusy the firdt, them Lt "ing .y ® : . !
> Aﬂﬁﬂl‘ﬂﬂﬂ. and Lavetro ast off two more, aa, instantly, Lthay ‘;
5 TAN up te help Valantine., A foupth man Wia hift as the last 8
."/ Uine exploded. Tt wag a Btarling eXaapls of Ball-aanrificg .
i:.,? / wileh w111 naves by forgottan by those that weprs thars,
.%, : Jasfa Caldwaell 2 S e ﬂlﬁg& by
|

rushing inte the mipad apsa to halp the wounded men, It

-1 I|

" III w88 no time to Paule amd thinik; S%‘ Just acted inatingtively

b || with graat SOUrage in tha face of dangar,

5; H_'?r 4 lesp arrived opn the 3cans, And we 1ifted them onte the X "

1\3\/ Btratchers, the wedies taking cwsr from thers. Wa had loat & :
real Platogn Loadar, ard theops obther good men. The &dvanne
¥aa Lougher froy than on' e
,I Aftar lmaving tha fislds Around those zapked housea, wa -]

I headed up ocver a wise With wore artlllapy suppert and then

Agrods 8g2s rolllng sand dunea towards two or thres aband cred py

Flll boxps. The cansl waa gpn the cther side of the lagt ridgs ' \ :I.

of sard and high sress, 4rd bayond the sanal was a yast paat '-:_ "N

Beg and ardless swamp as fap ag ¥e could see, the only break . ’ I

baing tha paved rosd built on ap artifiecial rldge running dus o L

sdat towards 2 group of fara houses, losated on & alight rise ! \.'. -:_- "J' Ao

of ground that gave thas Apraspanss of an ialand breaking tha -~ 1.: R ,_-*!..i-;;- |

surface of & 3ea of swasp grass. A desclate spot, valusbls &6 i:‘F'P:‘ '5'» : |
| DAn cnly bacauas of 1ta layara of poat! .1_'1 : - 3 :;

I Off sosewhere to the north w2a Venray, and hidden ip a _ o :’:E
| | I 3mall woods off to the scuth 1o the @mlddle of tha paat swasp d S »

—_—

was apothar amall village, OGriendatveen, by nans, and bBayond
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tBe villags of Helenaveen. cus objective, latsr, was to e
/ turn south, take thesa villages, ard eatablish ancthas bridgs- ¥ i
head over the CaAnil near Helenawean ataticn, iy 'I"“. y -.1
| o paused behind ths last ridgs vhils oup artillery ‘ |
. obllged with = barrags of sgcke shells tc hide thas erogalng, 4 1
..

A German foot-bridgs hai besn found intast, The wind Wi
bPlowlng hard cn that 2oli, ralny day, ac the asoke scresn was
4 poor shisld, but aftar Lt. RFlein alzgnaled owear the padlg

that we Waps reddy to go, we mada a mad dash for tha brldza,

Ths acrtar aguad waa [lrat asross, coe map at a time,
then the reasindses of the 21 Flatcon, followed by all of A,
an ;
92, "& wara acroag gl halT-hidden in tha bigh swanp srass :
-

befora shells from the first Jerry battery to 8spot the

erodalng togaed aand &nd shrapnel in the alp aling tha dunsa
nedr the swall bridge. We fanmed out, Attempting to advance

. i
|I roughly B00 yards bayond the cinal to sacupe the bridsshead, )
50 &3 Lo anidbls the Sritlah Tnglnesrs to build & tank beldges -

ophind w3 for tha Britiah 11th Arzcred Divislon whish wasz to

adyancs through our linss the Collcowing day.

“a had gone about 500 yarda before belng coupelled to i et
anuggles up in tha awaisp graasas to prevent being hit by a &

peralstently close hall of bullets froz Garman fd.5.'s up I _

| Ahsad, The Jercles had let uwa get within easy range, ao gl e s Vo
cleas in fagt, that if -man't uhtil dack that wa could oove '.;:;}-u;i "'1‘_ l ,.ﬁ
| about entugh to dig-in. %a wers sven cut-off from the Iat '.rl-"] - < AR
1 Flatoen. & ._1 el 5
¥ To dig in 3 swaap dccospiished littls! “hers thers 'l:,_': L ﬂi-‘ﬁ
e ST |

wasap't watar already vialble on t.n;_Er the aell, 1t would soon
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AFPEAr whan we tpled to taae tway tha tough grads roots
to elear gut a trough in which to 1lis. It was raining hapd,
and gontlnued te do 8o for five mora daya and nighta, ag ws
vere wet amough dlrsady without sgooplng out & Bath-tub,

Tha black, peat-bog water waon't alpan anough to waah in,

Anyrwairt
TR ¥

The firet night, our platoon pulled bask & faw hundrsd
Jirda to take cover and build up & line along & natuwral
ditoh. e gougsa holes on the side of the sastenn bamk
Just 2bove the water in the diteh. These scon becims vabtepe
filled sinks in which to half-raalins, Jome men spravlsd cut
on the grassa by thelr holes, drylns off & 1little, (in tha pamr),
batwesn eremy artillery burrages, whish gontinued all night,
often coming too olode for coafort, I resssbar, 83 ons ahall
landed 2 Tew fest in feront of w3, relling the wrong diresction
and landing right in the mldils of ths anall stroam eunning
along the bottom of the Altch. I awops at Heans for not
telllng we whara our hols was, as Lf hae l:c\g:'a to blama for
oy oclunainess,

Meat of tha night, 2nd sapecislly towards scrnling, the
banging and clanging of hommeps and Balley-bridge sectlons
could bs heard bahind uws, 23 ths Britlah Toauwles finlahad
thalr tank bpldge. “%a pouid heap the Sargesant, & rugged-
locklng, muatached, old-tims Brltisher, callling out ohssp-
fully to his man, 'Chesrio, l2ds, on with ths job; let'a
finiah "er up”™. Froquently, his words wers cut short by
& atring of shall-burats bracketlng ths bridgs. Tha Jerrles




ralaing Flenty or hall g
Pravent oyn Flana reRching

I hawye gaid, Eritiah 30ldie

taaje Yndsrtaien,

3 sugceaafyl genslualon, But, aa

Pl wWaps

day!

Us & faw hunipad Fard

8 to the Tront,
had ye atartd

No Boonge “hen the aage ¥ell-hiddanp

"urp " zins
"foreed us to tha

Zround,
- barrelsy Habﬂnethr fortard) bagan their dawy
drepping 8hella pight on top
1ika a 2oabuinatlon

Then soma "oreaminz Zoealeg ¥ (gax.

1igh rackat,

of ua, Thay always aoundad

of tha ioreaning anpdg howling of ai3 the
Animals of tha Jungls ang the Azenized Walling of a hundrag
Hodsl T'g balre oranues 2% the same tias, 4t iny sata, we

¥ers foreced to return to the diteh, whara wa raziined until

dftcrnaun.

Y& shasped the fipat British

tanks that orodgnd the paw
bpidps,

The Jarriea warn in Tor acas trouble! Those Britliahprs

A dedtructiva with thair Anpsican
Fh

eraand, thelp cwm Churchill, ana Croawell tanps. Anything

raally wora Aggredalive

above the layal ar the groumd that wag at all dudplelcua

loeking they blaatd apg burnes with Arser plereing and than
incendlary ahalls,

Tha Jarsles came running out of hiyatagks ot Trom behind

Pilas ar drying reat, sut frea cellara of pulngd Rouses in the

village to cur front, They gave ua & peal ahow,
from the 4th Apmeursd Epigadal

Lhose tinkera

A Cc., then jolned by B anpd 0 fo.'s, which had Juat cresmd
(=1

1
l
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tha cAinal, crossed the pAved road and awung southsast
towardg Griemldtyesn, about four milss away, Tight o ten of
the Heitlah tanks brapched off to the right with ua, thoush
Lhey Mers confined to give supporting Tips only from the
8light ridge to the e3st naar the ioclatsa farm housea,

Ya advansed several hurdcsd yards beafeérs L1t was too
dark teo move aafely, OCver 3lx hundred Jerriss had been
flushed out of thelr swasp holes and the faw fasm buildinzs
aAlpeady,

The terriln was treachercus; one false atep anl A man
waB up to his walat or baycnd in pools of black peat bog.
The Duteh had sllced out the layers of peat like outting
& big chsese over & long pe-icd of yeara, Hars ard thars,
gpoastrically-ahapad poola pemalnsd, In ordar to canauvars
T.h:"I}LI.E',]‘l the arsa Whare thade poola were logatad 1t was neosasipy
to 2lp=2ag Across awaying and quivering »idges of uncut paat
which separated cna fcul-3mslling pool Creoo ancthae,

A halt was mandatory after dark in & place like that,

3o, wa huddled in the graaas, forming a vagus clrole arocund

ths Co. H.9 and padic. The offipars didn't go bBack to any
f.F. to dlscuas the naxt day's opsrations that nlght, ¥s all
godked up the awanp watss teogsther. Im the alddle of the
night a large Gersan plane glided dangercudly low ovar tha
raln-swept awizp. They sust hiave besn lockling for us.

The next mo-nlng wa formed a column and advanced fopward
untll et by scse small-arms firs, The British tanks had
bean joinsd by scoa of ours, helping cut for tha flrai heup
or so, but then mcat of them sank down 1n the swaap, once




s e

they 1

¥ laft the low ridge to ths eaat in order te try to .

aontings thal .
r aupperting rcla. The rsooining cnad could ]

2 - } 4

ge ne furthe=, a0 we puahed on throuzh the paat-bog alone.

Tha Battalion fo=ned & long lins of aklraishers, and

WA 1
2gdauliesd whils Tiring everything we had, At intepvala,

¥ cedged firlng and shouted ©o th: Hagis to cods oul of thalp

e P -

holea. doat of thean obayed willingly, for we had bean caking gl
o

2 real ahow of atrength. t was hepre that I bagsad ay Tlrat

pridonar with the halp of John da3na.
Tha prisoners viried, - the few non-coas and gfficars

whe didn't dls Tighting wena young and coeky, meatly 33

troupara plased in charge of lesa Zealoua 'Ioroe trcops ® (Folaes,

gugalans, Ozecka, Hungarians, eto.)] The oldep Jercles, who :

nad spen Oeraany defeited tefops, had senas pncugh to redlizs e .

that that sight hippen again, 4o wars Aot dorry to saye tham- ol

galvad to live 4in & poat-Hitlar Fithawlapl, The ™orece teoops ',

tha non=fer@ani, were Acys than aigar to atcp fighting, ir

thay could do 8o withoot balng shot by their 53 Le2dars while

attempting to syuppande~, as waa often tha cade. It happensd

thers im the gwasp! About 33 had bean cut dewn by thale osm

gashine Fuga when they ruahed fopward to surrender, wild with

faap bapause of the accurdcsy of our tank fire, Tha 59 trocpard

pannins the =2china gun neat nels A peconverted Tutch pillbp®

mamtmwnmmmnmma

along tha canal vers prompili dlapatc
s of defianca was conpleted.

their gaatur
sa3lly, -- it was alagst fun, ==

Thia advancs sontimmiad

yntil wa were tbout G00 yvarda from the R.2. tracks punning
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by Griendatwssn, Ths Mazis lat B Co. got 1n sloss to Thalr
praparad Asfonas poaitions ani then cut locse =3 our ZEn
crosasd Ay epsn stpatsh., A Co. waa in the rear, but sven
thara bullets oriakedl slogs ovar ocup hedds. 4 batte~y of
B8 mm,"s opansd up from domewhprs to halp mattara. That
wia tho anl of the poad that day.

That .avenine, oup Battalicn aurgeon, Capt. Ingling,
galled Top yoluntesss to help bim so out and bBring im tha
wounded that gouldn't be resched duping ths Tighting bafore

dask, S&ta, Bowlea, Jollins, and Waddeck, fpou 4 Co., wlth

othars, brought the men in safely, taklng odra to avold baling

asan ln ths glow of burning atacks of dpisd peat out in froob

of ths lins %o which =g hail basn formad to withipaw, Often

thia meant deagzing the woundad sgvaral hundred feet theoush high

gwazp graag, Onse poturned, thay had to psdalin in tha dug=out

1sft by tha Jerrias, pazsiving firat-ald thars, until garried

by stretahar further te the reir the neaXxt 20TRITES.

Just after dawn, aftay one of ths fcat torrific artillsyy

ni I have evar hasrd, as ocur gun3 shelled Grlandta-

soncentratic
ahed on Scrosd those GOO yirdas into shsetsd

vesn, the old 23rd pu

of deiving riln. e gpoased ths 8. tpacks, passed the Hazia'

Augoutd puilt of rallway ties, ard began Sesrching the housdes
-ahooting fosd.
sxcert for & puteh dootor &nd

Ha

for pridoneps or atlll

The town hid been yapatad,
hild, beth wounded by our artillary.
t ha would ba shot if he
givllians 1sft town,

hls dying wile ard £
an told by tha Jeprlas tha
gzain behind whsn tha other

Thay wanbed his serviced.

had bs

rafusaed to T
We did all

scmetima bafors.
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poaaibls to help him but Lt was not ancught

Ths only Germans found wers "socd ™ ones, one Baving
d1lsd whila popsd to Bis chsarvation peat in the church
gtespla. It amsmed that ths Jerrles, gapilng we maant Lo

maks & real effort, hid withirawn before our attack had

started at dawn. Jctually, the town oould hawe basn dafanded

guits sasily, for it offared good cover and tha ganals which

roundsd 1t on thees sldea would have gEraatly radtricted

wn wers grateful that Jerry had

B

our movesent. Howsver,

dsoided to let us anter pedcsfully. We soon saw Agdin how

effeotive Amspizan astillery fira could ba. Not 3 houss of

bailding had gone untouched. Fallen traes blocked avery

Atreat,

It nai besn another typleoslly neat, vell-planned

and it will be z@aim, I 33 3uUre, fopr the

tma fighting Wa3

futeh village,
willagara would raturn just as scon 83
bayond artlllary ranis. Hot & brick or & Broken plecs of
Aot an hour leat, so loOng

tils roofing would ba wasted, and

That waa tha way of tha Dutehl

as atrength lasted.

arps wag divided up among the threa cCEpAnies,

The tow
to hold

ard then wa sattled 1nto the
Machina g4

poutines of preparing
4 wewa gal up to ecvar

off any cuunt.&ra.tt-i!-cka.
gtect the

goma of our tanks acwed up Lo pr
yild a second brldgs Acrodd

ap ms to permit wehlcles

1llksly approtchad,
Epltish Tngineerd who were to B

the same canal we had awpasad befors,
ariandtavesn Trod tha peap of our llned. patrold

t cut Lo faal thalp way

to enter
dovn toward Amarilca, our next

warps A8T

e .._r_-_“

e e e S
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objlsctive, Rations &nd assunitleon Srrived that nlght. Tach

man recelved ons K-ratlon,
The maxt night, October Zilat, the 48th Fattalion arpived 5
on the gscenes to relleve us. They weps all dresasd in naw
conbat suita and goulmakhess, mush to cur envy, for we could
hava uasd thoas water-repelleant, hasvy, Tlannel-lined suita
and oyarshbcea in the swamps ths days bafore. FHeEnply svary- e L
cng in tha 23rd had a t.nu";n of trench-foot froa thes roughlng
we had just andured. Octcobara aps cold and wet in Hollamd,

wa had found. At any rate, to be relleved for & moZient waa

auffislant,




CHAFTEZR IL1

Holding, - & "Bulge" im Holland




CHAXT==® III

The fislds cutside of Aaten wars AgAin our hosta. This
town bAd begun to s=em like homs to wa. We scon settled |
dewn to pup tent 1ife for ancther brief apell, Tha Britiah

wanted us to fight feur days and past two during that fight=

ing in Hollasd., It didn't work out that way, but it was a
happy thought.

“a had pcas to appraclate the flghting quallitles of Lhe
British Army. Hext, it was our turn o aAppraclats the
luxiriasa of cre of theair showsr tents, neir Deurns, Tweo
tents for dpassing, then & mad dssh to the third, whors
showar apicikats yislded wirm witps hsatsd by a ateinge-
locking gascline engins, wlth which Wwo Tomzlas wearae Linker- o,y

ing when wa arrived. Tha Eritish, asa usual, dldn't go out .y

of thalr way to talk to us, bul cnos S0ms conyeraatlion was f

started, it was easy to make naw frienmda. FHob ahowWers WBrs

bound to produse good feelings. Wa ware as grateful as thsy £ 3 Eil
for thia first hot water in gevaral montha. . LR I? "? |;jl
goughly two =ore daya, and back wa went to Grismdiavasn § ';1"i;;,'
4o raligye the &8th on October o5th, Thera htd bean a geod 4 : '--,1
pit of aprtillery firs ocoalng in whila we wWeps away, 4pd a ] I'_i" .:- ’ o
faw counterattécks bsd been repulsed, but ths town wa hal ficat o P A% ";.IUA‘:.T%
tayapn was atill oury bo oocupy anpd hold. |.'--5:_‘ e §
Wa prodsed & amall pranch of tha larpgsr canal which ran 1-' A ” ;

!
z 4 3 o
| & o - "-.lu'l
Lo e

I L’ E |—nL.._
By < /oy, FTECSS =






Farillel to the main villsgs street and entered a different
saction of housed. The mortar aquad w=s to have a naw
sitadal to dafand,

The firat few momanta wers apent in 3 guisk eximination
of the chosen house im opder to plek 2 losation whish weould
protect ud ooat fros incoming artillery ahella. Thars waan't
ene lirges acellar in thoses country houses, rathar ssveral spall
onas antered from differsnt stalrways froz above. The one
nairant the wall faclns tha apony was aslested aa tha aafant
spot. Tha naxt ateap was to clean cut tha Eroken botiles of
preserved And canned vegetablod which the Jerpisa had brought
down from tha kitchen when they liwed thers, I posaible, a
frash sst of mattressss or whateyer blanksts could be found
wapa then cirpled down to our gquirtard. For a 1ight, we usaed
a 1ittla coal-oil lasp still left intast, inatedd of recopting
to'a bottls eof masoline with an cld rag Tfor a wick, &3 wWa3
often the sase,

Tha Gapmans, and the 48th Esttallen, had cluttersd up the
place with empty ratlon cartons, tln cand, apd blta of civilisan
focd thay had been .a‘-lm.p].ing, ac wa spant some tids cleaning out

cur mav hoos axoapt when nearby ahsll-bursts nads 1ifs abowae

tha gellar & bit rlaky.

whlle this was golng on, other zesbers of the sgusd locked

over the situatien outalids the houss, All approsches which

Jorry mlight have ussd te attagpt to apeak up on us in the dark

waps 1lipsd with bita of broken glisa and slats from the damagad

apd patlon cans with stones in

poof, Trip=wires wess put up,
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thes tled to these to give us alarm signala, should Jerry havas
come 1n too cloas without being sesn.

Tha beat positicns for covering theds appreachsa while
stapding fuard fred An opan window of doorway wWers thesn
aplocted. WUiwally, two or thres men on & shift At & tize
per squad was suffislent, Gronades wers placed on & ohair
wgady fop uss, riflss loaded and cosksd, Only on= @an left
hls post to arouse the next ohlft whan one night waich Was
flnlahsd.

That wass how wa padaed tha firat night, but then 1t was
cur turn to change flssss with ecne of our aquads in a locnaly
put-peat xbout two 3iles sputh down the canal fron Golendtavasn.
The mission theps was to guspd a brldge atlll laft Lin zool ships
and pravent any Geroan patrolas frod srossing to our s8lds of the
pAnal. To do this we had a S0 mo, mortar, five rifles, and
two carbinea, plus about 3 dogen EFrenades batwasn the seven of
ud; HeDarmott, satrpakl, Dolan, Coyne, Hicknaf, York and
myself. Barned a5l "apsl ™ wers not along that tiae.

ou~ "hope™ was built cut of blogls of dried past. Ona of

tha many plles of thed which roas out of thas awinp graas atood

slode to oup brldzs. Ya evan had a Taw blanketa aleng that

tizs, and a couple wWare ysed for ths poofe of the Lwo shaltaerd,

with & figor of fpashly-plucked dry graas to sleep on. Lt waa

& fipst-glasa set-up, 1 muat aay!
At night imaginatlon played tricks agaln, but no shots wWare

raport to the flve men whe

Tirgd, Ard we had nothing naw to
They brought a 300 padlo

gama  cut to Joinm us thes oscond day.

i o
: e ‘ l-' -"
.J iy P LY = M-a-
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set along to kemep contact with Griendtsvesn. Thars was 2 '
paport that two coopanisa of Wazis were headsd in the dirsetlon \
of oup outpost, as thsas fellows ha® been sent out 3a psinforce-

mantd, BAking & grand total of 12 Yanks againat tha sxpeotsd | 3 b
two coapanlies. Ye thought that was quits funny, =-=- 1ln & gquiaar ’

sopt of way! Really vesy considecata of thea to help us out, !

after alll

la mowed cut along the sanal te whare we had bean told Lo
gatabliah an ©.F. duping the days, retlring te ths brldes

sich night. Neothing unusual occurrsed the rast of that day.

Tha two coopanles Failesd to show up. gliff Dolan wia ahot

at by & Jarpy anlper hiding in ths awamp appoas the oanal, F

but that waa all that relisved the menctomy of watshing and

walting until dark.

That saze night, Detober 27-2th, we were told that a

Epitish Battalion from the 11lth Apmoursd Was coming wp TO

palliaye curd. e walted patlantly, until poout midnight,
& # I-'

whan aix weary Tomoied, One tusky ona GArTylnog nia Bren gun,

yardered out to Seat u3. What & welocome sight thay ware ’

Tn cup gratltude, But alac besauis thars was no point in R
parpying it back, ws 1aft tham half = bex of E-ratlond. This ! L—‘_ : } %‘;1
meat have been soaething new to them, fop ths Eritlsh Aray 1 . "9
ssldcm tosusd "inned rations " as they called thed, relylng o _ F r-‘-'
or, thelr ability to gat freah, hob food, - &nd Lad, of gouras, = .;l_; ." -l.'..‘ "
up to their men under almost all oonditlons, Our owm ragular  a '-ly“l”',g
Infaptry Aivisicns did {his oush mors than curs, alsa, when -.:"'LI{ a -.‘:
the Cighting was atatic. :r_ X :' ;Z
--"'._ s | .._
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Bafores laawving, ws Rad tizs to lsarn that those §ix
Tomalies falt the Samp way that we did sbout 1ifs in tha
Infantry, or "£.5.1.", as they called 1%t. GCOnes Tellow sAld
that sach tiza that they got settled in thelr Tromt line holaa,
thalr Britiah artlllsry 25-poundsra beagan shootlng, "over ua,
on top of w3, behind us, and froa all sldes at omes, just to
zake u3 Teal that wa ware not fopgotten And that ths sltustleon
was wall ip hapd™, This was aald with & toush of peculiarly
fritish humer in tha tone of his voles. We laughed, appra=-
clating this commsnt on feXhola 11fa. Thise fallowa apgrasd
that &t always worked out that whitever hippened at the front
waz jJust tha opposite of the origlnal plans. After thua
ragaaling and unloailng cur woad upon sach other, we parted
\n ths night, glad to have =et othera froo ancther Aray who
ahaped cur mlsery and thougnt apout things tha way we dld.

Baslk te tha wvahleles, and back along the well-known roads

to Aaten., Sven the windallls locksed familiir, apd the Dusni-

gut tanks strewn along the poads, ths Nazl grawsd marked with

only & feroin helaat tilted opazily on A& atighk; -- ¥e pould

pacogniza them all bF than,

Ths withirawal froa tha Grisnpdtavesn-Felenavesn Ared

wag a hugty oms, for we acon 1sarnsd that an attack waa

developlng near Mailel that alght endangar ths whols defanalve

1ips of cur Dlwlslon. pafers dawm, on Ogtobar 2rth, Jerey

had begun AR asaault with surprlzing atrangth Horth and Herth=

wpat maposs the fapal e Daurna and fapal Tu Nept. He had

n ths B2nd dagcmnilaadnos quairon from its

alpeady drive
Halp waas masdsd, and prento.

anl Arcund dal Jel.

poaiticna im
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The mizmas, foree, ana directicon of the attack sssted to have 5,

Burpriced yus :umrqualy.

" o . ]
. |
Shertly Eafore dawn 6n Coctobar 3th, 00 "™ haa closed intg ap |

asasnbly apax naap

N
tha town of Lisssl, whils 30 "A" amasablsg Tioan

Lan. W, of the ama Battalien, wers part of 20%",

Dlazounting Just gutsids of Lown, ths aqu
foot, up through tha

340 zoved forward on
S&ln dtrest ard out Lnto tha country on ths
othar aida, Tangy ar the 3lat Battalicon chuzgged one bahina ths
othar., Tha Artillary haa g0n0a inte poalticon Alrpady, some dlstanza
to the rear, Ths "ypa® (4rtlillary Obasrvation planes) were ovep
hesd. The villagass looked wWorried 83 we marched past quletly,

o didn't know it at tha tlms, but the ¥azis wers than begin- 4
ning 2 small-scalg "Bulgs ® in Hollard 1n anm Attenpt Lo pravent the
British freom eleaping intwarp by cutiing up the 21 Aray's aupply
lingg, For that task,-2nd with Just aa much fmcracy and dacapticn &
83 wA3 uded liter in tha "Salgian Eulze ", - thay hid asssgbled a
atrong foros paged by two crack umits, oth Finzer and 15th Tanzaep
Granadiap Divisiona, suppoptad by slaments of othan Divialens, and
oven with help from ths Lultwaffa thrown in for good se%surs, To
8top this threat tha Tth a.m, asaigned ths 23rd and 48tk Infantpy
Bittallons, supported by our tanks apd the 814th Tank Destreyers, --
And the faithful division artillary, of sourse. The 2%rd was to
Attack towards daljel dovn thas Limsel-Heljel road, whils the 48th
Atrusk out down tha Asten-gdeljel posd, both with the misalon of
Ferauvading Jarry to return homs whars ha balonsed.

Upcn lsawving Lissel that aorning, on Ootobar &Eth, ws mada

#33¥ progress with no cpposition for the Tipat thousanpd yards, tha
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tanks meowing eautleously up the road froo Lisasl towards
Heltrak apy Hellel, tha infantry worklng parallsl on each aids oF
the highway. (4 am g Coapsnisa in the lead, B te tha raar),

The two laading go.'s haa Just aotersd & thick woods on
sither eide of the rosi whan Zot by 3 Madvy oonocenteation ef
artlllery fire: - Always daveral tlmas mors affeotivae shaT
poured into a wocdad ared, for branches gave snough raslitanas
on lupast to gause fuses to detontte thelr shalla abcws the
ground, showsring anyone balow with shrapnel. Ths gasualty
1lsta lengthensd quickly. Scas of ths tanks on the read haa
recslved direst hits, apd scon ories for "nedias ™ sould ba
haard orer thars, tco, along with ageradic sxplosiong of
burhlng asaunitien inside the blazing tanks.

Jasas pAsssd the 8lgnal back that it waa tims to aovs on,
and wa proteeded cauticovaly out of that weeda on across ssveral
Tiplda, until reaching & particular bean patch which atands out
ln =y msmory. It seesmed aa though egapy tlas souscns palsed
hlizaelf off tha ground to mowve 4 faw ataps, & whole reglasnt
of 120 =5.'s opensd up, While ocur Flatceon was in apd around
this bean patch, one of the leading platoons, == I hive for-
gotten which, -- waa in the progesas of driving 4 detaralinsd
group of anlpers from & barn up 2head. Cur tanks were firing
into all suspioloua houses and barns along the road, 4o 1T
wasn't long befors the Car3and cams cut, and we moved up &
ahort dlatanse agalmn.

fdoanwhilea, ¥ Co, had branchsd off to the esast shoptly

aAftar laiwing Lisasl with the mlasicn of blowlng up the bridgs
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o¥ar the Halanavesn canal scwoss whish Jamey was prapasins to
fand hld tanks arpd gan, Our man scon becine Lmvclvsd in &
fuggsd flght thers, jurt short of the objsstive, mAnAging to
hold thelr own only with great difficulty.

It waa just befors ome of the bean patch barrages, that
h20."s madioal jesy bounced acrosa the Cislds to whapa we
wers lylng aleng & diet eoad. Ous platoon aidsan had baen
rurt, so & raplassnsnt wWaa brouzht up, Jim Fotter, T=cia Oalif-
ernia, Thare begin one of Jiz's busleat daya in ccabat, and
& molay first day and night it turned cut to be, He stapted
pight in than to beccoe the beat 1iked And =o3t afflclant
aldman ln tha Battallion.

The Flatoon took refuge in a spacicus cow barn whlile &
paw route of advincs was plcked cut, for Jarry Sesmed to
hava hit bipgoulara aimed right 3t the open ground acroas
which we had iptended to advamss, It Sspaed beol Lo crosd tbe
poad whers 0 TGo. was, for A srell, and ses IT tiat helped any.

vy dzahsd out of tks barn, crossed the road, and aoved
fomwapd through & spapdely-woodsd apsa, dvsking behind barnd
apd shacks when thay pressnted thesasslves &8s possibls ahislds
fpom tha syed of Japry's forward obsaryera,

‘Haying 4 mortar with ua this tims, plus a good supply of
gup aguad esculdn't move ac fadt aa tha othapa, wWith

azmmunltion,

the paault that we loat gontact with the Flitoom &t cne peint

during tha aftarooon. 1t Look ud A0m8 tims toc find A Co. agaln.

o Aleesction the 2sn must have gens, past cns

wa Followed Llu th
ftar ancthas. Agiln sonfinsd toc ths road, our

pupning tanlk 2
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tankess hag g, Fough time that day, Tor the Ha=ig had thein

AT suns am tanks congaalsd basutifully te covap the likely
Bpprcach,

Thare ware about LWenty Sharmans put out of &stion
3lresdy. Scae of the Rousss our tanks had triea to Elde bohing
whils minting fep targota caught fira, toc, froom the eXploding
dazunition apa Eazolina, The pouts orf aivancs way wall-mapkad

By latw afternoon, our two IquAds reachsd the poas Junction,
Juat beyaord Heltrack, whers soze of the B14th T.0.'s wars wWalting
to atalk the Tlgara if they dared vanturs forth froa thy woods
to our fremt, Wa halted leng encugh to ring out what was golng

B0 up Ahesd, 1y the woods, A fogu hundwred yapds aWay. Ma learned
that &4 amg o Co."a vara well ocouplad, Lo put it B1ldly, Juat
then, a hidden Gersan tank whisked two A.E.'g (2rzor-plercing
8hells) through the poof of the barn and howss bahipd whigh the
Tank Destroyers ard we ware tiklng sover, Thain Liautanant
olimbed ento tha roof te ey to arot tha uninvited gusat, Ha

olazbared down 2xoltedly, ant ordsred Foup deatroyers, or

“mung ¥ Jfl.; the T.70.'a galled thaip fpan-turreted tanks, to go

cut with him to cormer the villaip,

About ten minutes later, thay cams baclk, =inua four "zuns .

The cne Tiger had turned inte deveral all of a sudden, The

T6 mom.'s on cur T.0.'a ware ne aiteh for tha Tigera' BE mm,'s

in auch & situatlen, when the huntes turnsd ocut td ba the

hunted instead. Ormly by fiping froo an asbuah at closm rangs,

or gatting behind the Tiger by uslng tha T.0.'a greiter apeed

and =obillty, could ths lighter gun ccapets with ths Gapain

one .
Wa made 9avaral attespts to dash around the cornos of tha
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Barn sng YUr the rosd to tee weoda whare tha £o. wag holding
Sut, but sasp time an BE8's whitas =hot atrealk puakea by slosg ‘ "_‘ .y
enNouzh to 8RCouUrage us tg return. It waap'y untlil aftap dark :
that we made thay shert distance to the Wooda, aftar Tesss hag - %
2038 back to laad the way. oOpce there, wa helpad tg coaplatg
2nd Joln the raugh Femi-clrolen , which sagh of the two Oo,'a Tormes
o hold thogse Wooda Ard kesp the [Arasng frog uilng the posd
lsadine o Ligaml,

AL one Folot, Jease told ga te gol some help and &S back
to the poag Junction for paticns and wate=~ that had basn brought
by Jesp that fap, York, Dolan, "Wonnle™ apd T handad basgk
along a ditch that helped comspal us froo the glew of = burning
barn and hayatack te the risht of tha road, but the woad heg
te Be croased tg @t to oup deaatination, Aemenbering tha 88

that had baap uUslng 1t for tampet Fraciloe all afterncon, wa

made & wild dash, and finmlly reachsd the bushes whera Harma _' "}T.

Wil gusrding the supply, The oLbers atarted bagk ag2in, and ..

I brought up the rear with a san of waitar., Juidt As I paaghed e J

the edge of ths ditoh afte- crosaing tha road, Jepry sant up A g :

& Tlape closs-by and followed with & long burat arf aachlne=gun : -:'.“

Tire. Luckily, I telrped ami fall flat on my faca Ju-:.t.- at tha g

Froper memant, and the whitn tracers crasklad PR3t whare I had ok ¥ i

been standinz. Eecause of my clumsiness, & third of the watep Vies ,:' _:‘ 'J‘L&i’#ﬁ:
wid loat to the Flitoon that might, but it was good to be abls ~ "'h' e -y
to dellver in person what rezained in the can. After that, we g i:. ; ' ‘; }
gesttled down to the usual night of watehing and walting, with a ) -III‘I: N, '\...‘:’L

minimum of relaxation.



. At 4iffapant tizss during the night the tocturing quiet

was pudely bBroken by small-soals granads Battlss, aa Hazia
aropt atealthlly through the hish graas in front of cus holasa Lo
hapasd ua by tossing thelr "pﬂt.:.tn-ﬁiﬁhef:‘l." threough the dark,
only to ba anawarad by & pounter=parrase fpon nepvoualy-alast
o.1.'s. The next worning, we found that asvaral of the boldssl
Jarpiea had falled to return O thelr lines. Ona body 12y
abeut fifteasn Test froc= fhush Nopvills's foxhole, 3 grenile

ati1l slutched in the Jerry's hand.

Ths Tollowing morning bsgan ons of the fullsat days of

aombat for the 23rd Battaliom In Hellapd. 1T w33 uruaually

nclay 21l of & gudden juat bafors the gray becaze aarly dawm.

Both aptlilleriss ssaged to be im & particulacly dadtructlive

mpod. Syespyona Sould senida that thia was to bs 2 apacial day,

oy

1n & long, line af gvantful onod.

DurPcaltL:ﬂ wag not wall cheaeg Fur wg had paeor wiaibllity

in gavaral dipsctiond With woods lesdlnz up Lo ard acvearing tha

n which cur holed wWa&a dug. In 8plit= of good

allght rigs O
whigh those Fanisr Topce

aptillery aupperl, & Apterained snpal0y,

boyd WL, eould gat ln oo aloae without belns gagn, With s
aupariorily ip nusbsra of % g & to 1, &r patter, losdes Lo Our
guns gould e gwerlookad.

artillery fire, moptars, =nd @achine

Wa gould Aee them meving trpough the woods Arou

g fo, suraly nid the 3@aE altuation om 1td flank.
poazandd ahsuted Lo GaTAMLL as thay praaaa-i in olocder. Aayaral

tim=a thay attaelked im waln,

4o rush foryard rapatigally again.

pd eus laft £lank.

s aould haar

thecwn Dagk with great losaed, Gnly
put, with apsumition PURNLTE
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out fast, and easualtiss mounting stedxdily, wm could not hold

put thara beycnd noon. I haivs navar desn duch a soncanteatlon
of azall-iraa fips 2a vars qubjmcted to that day, It was all . ':1.
wa could de to get up high snough in our holes Lo firs, y
Just As we all sensed that the breaking-polnt hal been raschad, .:
1

that the pressurs of the Hazl asssult waa too aush for us, the

grder te withipaw wia ancuted froa hole to hole.

It was every asan for hlaself for The fipat few hurdred yard3

to the pasr, ‘Yormla™ ana I left the zortar where 1t wan, unabla

to move fast sneush with that Lo worry about. pagk along that

amms Aiteh to ths crosa-roads, then aver the road to tha

ahalter of ths barn whare the T,0,"'s had atayed. 4 lens
- -

3keroan tank, the "Blues Unifopn " wap parksd thers, helplng

to govar our retreat with ita mashina guna firlng out to the
flank.
R

Along those barng and houses we built up & nav lina to

delay ths pMazia' advance CncE OOTS. s wgpa Tighting fop » }

fighting until Fensral Tempisy pould zcve Up auffislent

gt this growing threat. t+ was then and thers I L

Theas terriflc Typhecnd awoeped | .

tlma,

forzaa L0 O

that ths T.AF. Aid ita blt.

slming thalr roalketa, p.G.'a, apd cammen &% tha Nazia'

about 200 yards AMAy.

dcwn,
1ine of advince, Thay helped to daoper g "HN )
Jerpy'a fire of anthusiasm no 1ittla bit, belping ua to hoid . ™t 5 o .

toat 1ipe for ancthar houn Or FEE9. () wil w0
- "‘1 !"’?

sd to fall back sgiim, and devalep another R {3 1 1
-1 oy - |

It was then decld
aa&T

circular fpont lins, with A %o, on the iaft, B, to our ©

apd . 0o. tookhe right.

y open field, with ths nearsal wooda imn which Farry e -
_—_

T wa amlectad & .

on tha laft, TEK Uims il = R
#
-

par faatl
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aould

hlds ipcatsd about 300 yards from oup Flatoon's holas, It
a2 L

! witn't long befors this chaings of poaition was discoverad, and - g |

@ortar shalla goon crashed all apround. Again, wa could See

thes slreling arcund ws to tha la=ft, Just ocut of Bocurats
£ifle rangs, Aetually, we wars alacst coapletely surrcunded
by that time, Lisgel bad been rataken bahlnd us, when Jarry's
tania by-passsd B 0o, on oup sastesn flank. The situation

wAa becozing Asaperats. It locked as though the 23rd was to

be ancther "Lost battalicn",
After ccalng back frem a patrol to contact B Co,, Has,
“ernle ™, Gorey Coyne, and I tock shelter in 3 sgall houda
by ths fisld whars our Jo,. had dug-in. The Geraan Tigerd 1 .
ware Doving up the rosd, thelr nolay =pprosch heard amid
tha crash of artillapy burats. Ve asslected the saill csllap,

| in gage Any £8's whiastled through the house abova, Jurs

ancugh, cna huge tank came up Lo within about 100 yards of
ths houas apd fiped away, as we had axpected., As the duat
was settling ln the gellap, ancther violeod explocalon ahook
ua. A Jucky hit by cns of oup 155's had dropped 1n the turrab
of tha German tank, engulfing 1t in one teapepicus blast of d

Ha could see it burning for sose tlde, aftar

| dsgtrustion,
Artil- s fr m

lgaving ths houss to dig ancther sat of sllt-tpenches.

lepry fire held up thelp tanks for & while. We feund new hope Frad AR P
L] 1 *
.

in thes support that our batterles gave s 3% oy

shoptly aftar dark, tha Gapman Infantry closed im for thsa s i._‘ f \ % 4y

111, ard tpacer Bullata whipped throush thas nlght above our (% By
kneallng. > |
|

gompelling ua ta dliz whila 1lying preme, o

1
the apesd with whleh tough, 1ittle ™opnia' .
="ka

pogl-1iks clay wheza i

headd,

I =apwalled 2%
o3 ths almoat

a hole T

gouged himsse 1L
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wo wara forced to dlg. I asked him if he had ahappaned his
ahovel bafops coming wp Cront that tiss, He laugked and aaid .
that he hadn't and tuened back to his digsing.

Lats that night, with ¥azia only grenade diasiance from our . F
holes, Ws pescelysd word to be raldy Lo B0VE whon ths aignal i 1
gcama ovar ths Fliteon padio. He=hour was sSeven o'alosk, and ' .'.""'
a2 Maaf of bread™ meant tan mers minutes, sc wa left st a0 g

zany Moavas of bpexd " in the pode uasd.

Ta gat out of ths Nazia' clitehas firat of all wa had to

eross the Lisasl road bshlpd cur positlicona. with Gaw@in

tanks sAglng up the road agaln, and “ourp ¥ guns blazing AWA¥

juat arcund the corner of thn houss sentionsd above, 1t waa

not going to be easy.

“hat wag left of A Oo., mings naw paaualtiss and thosa teo

aralized with fsar to leavs thelr holaa, gatharsd behind ths Lia g

3ozeche broks Lhe Lloe ani

P
heouas to prepace Tor the oal Aaagh,

agds 1t safely, than gayeral mors, than I followed. Juat a8

I peaghedl tha othar gida, dashing pa3t tha blask silhouetibe

of & wrachkad 3nersan tank in the middla of the road, tha

Jewpy =achine gunnac ahouted cut: AMERIEANESR, YLO ART AL

ERTTIONS ~-- IURATEE " punctuating his challengs with a

or bullats that sust have gers balwean Iy

pupat of read traC
Yapa. I jon't ses hov elia they could hava missed theip targst.
The other fellows fellowed betwean and during sontinulng burata

aof maghina gun Tire.

g pio wildlr dewm s amall dipt read 1pading off the high-
way and then sorosd fielda, up water-filled ditches, dsrtlng
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behind =ny avallable cover, not stopping this pace until

soapletely exhausted. Aa we left, acrs yells froa the Ger-

gans wars Tollowsd by firs from 311 the walpend th=y had in

thelr poaspssion; aschine guns, bazookas, gortapa, tanks, and

ol 7
artillery. But Lt. Ccl. Rhss, the 231's Goazanler, bad CnEsc
a good route, Al we made tha withisawal & 3ucceda, even

taking scms Ge=zan prlsomers with us,.

In thess feow days ard nighla Raso 1imagl, we BAW LOTH

hichly censsnteated actlon thapn =2t any tlaes, pxcapt durlng

tte figat battls of 3t, Vitn, In that fiae, Semposy had

meved slements of a whola Britian Corps Lnto tha Lisdel=
e 1

fatan Apss, amcng Wolch wad tha | nivisicn of dactilah

Highlandara., "ith those oot dug-ln pahind our abanionsd

pofitiond, Jarry hed & ruds gupprise in ths =ceninz, HLS

attapk slowed to & haltl
on tha way baglk wa lkath yq the shadows of the Lrasd Along

ths Tvcad, 33 the Luftwarfa was out in ynusurl strangth that
night, Often we thraw curselves im ditches, =8 ona of the
wizht nawla awooped Lo teylng O looate us. They dropped

t11lewy positlona, a8

the 23rd

ppilliant flarad and dive-bombed ocur Ar

tha geod old artillery put on & great show Lo covar
ratrast. Cme whola battery was pub gut of =otlon.
fpopalt unlt, the 034 AMA kep
tpasgrs fannlng the belght

How wa had grayad for

Battalion's
t a steady

Ous Alwlalon anti-a

atraam of 50 pallibar and 3T Ol

moontlt aky Lo M

rain that nlght, but sa at
s withiriwal A cubly drngsrolds

apd off tha pursusss.

s would mave i, 2 pryatal olesr

Howawar, wa Tinaliy

aky mada Lh
o meat whaop Shs swahicled had bogen acved

msde 1t bBaSKE ta & ne

-
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when Lisasl wag psoaptursd by ths Oapming.
.
Ths Spitish 24 A-gy hadl basn saved! Dexpoey sant the &
Tth 1.0. & apaclal latter acknowledging the gredt dabt of hia
gonmand to "the splendid defense” ssintainsd by the diviaicn

at that tizs. Ths Stars ard Stripes included an artlcls

revasling that the Eritlah had said cur “battalicna had fought
1ike dlvislons, the conponiea like battalicons, the aquads 1ila
platcens, ard the mem liks licma", Be that aa 1t =ay, 1t was
pough golng and wa all locked forwapd Lo A shanea for reat.
Again, near Deurne we found ancbhsr pivouas ‘Tisld 1n which
to rast, wrlts, o2t, 2pd slsap, - amd Side to ba thankful wWa
wape 8till haalthy, a littls mora wealthy, apd pertainly
pattls-sidar, Living frca ons 42y Lo the naxt, grateful fer
sach hour that atill found ud alive, many of tha veberana
papalning in the Coapiny wWers baginning to show tha atrain afl '

prolongsd coabat duty, bub we zada ths beat of the situiticn,

thankful thit we hail geas along thad fap safely.

Ths oAmsualtlsa hal baean heivy at Lisssl., “o nogded new

raplacensnis, er™ ralnforgsmanta®, as they cams to ba called,
[

in cedar to f11l the rinka to normal strength. LE. Eiein had

baan wounded, 3o another offiner was ordered for the 21 Flatoon.
galdwell was bit slightly, butl gtlil] with us. Many of ths @sn

who had joimed ths Tth 4.D. nsap Hatz, whsn I 414, wers no

longer thers.
t from Daurno back

Qup Flatoon gt & ahert break, balng sen

to guard General Sylveatar in the town of Weart, whara Division - AN ! it
} % &
H. Q. wad logatsd. e apant 4 day op a0 ab Divialon Tralna om - e ‘
A B A -
the way, Tedllng in & Woods near ths canal that pasasea By A P 3
= ‘5.\ [
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Hedarweert, than reported to Weart &4 aaaignad.

It wan thare that we gob oup firat glimpde of 1ifs in &
Puteh town, which wasn't oloas to the front. Our five wahicled
waro Acittared &t vapicus _points throughout the tovn, i3 wa
were t9 atand guipd on Ard off-duty all day apd night. That
acupded 1iks garpiscn style to us, but we dldn't cacs, Tor 1 £
tusned out to bs & leonged-for brozk in fox-hole tizs. ¥a ]
enploved belng membera of tha rear aghelon for a apall, And
what m sentrzst to the life we had cods to know, -- tioe
to akesp, tiza to wesh And ehawve, Lihres good mealy & day, amd
time %o recelve and writs moro latters than had besn poa3ibls
for 2 long tloa,.

Our half-tragk wadq papked out in 2 fleld glesa to cna of b )
tha two villagas chupchsa, The nutoh peopls guat have anjoyed
the contraat with days not long paassd A3 they S U3 entar
their ghurch, rifle amd stesl helget in hamd, At lsast, tha
Eazis kwd left that shurch undamaged. It was & Jatholie church,
apdl peopls flocksd thava avezy day, pot just on Gundaya.

Tha Dutch farders paosed by our Tisld, Argased in sults of

Aark coeduroy, dark cipd, and claan, 1ight-golorad wooden shoas.

g blagk leather on@a; ahoass apl leaather wer#®

Only & few wor
1r in Helland. A1

All cwar Turorpa, apd sapecial

AcArca,
the villnigs men and woden wepa wWoodon

goung children apd most of

eloppars.

The poopla wWare feiamdly, fraquently tried bo talk Lo ud,

n waa difficult,. Hone of thpae sountey pedple

ga of Sngliab.

but comreradtio
Geatures, neds, hasd-

pad even & VAEUS Lrovled
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shaking, ard amiles wers about &4 far a3 wa got.
It was whila standing guard in “esrd cne nlght that wa

firat amw what Appeired to be sode aysterlous oacrat Waapom.

icprodd the dky a polnt of 1light, atar-like at & distanzs, ahcna

rnoisalessly to the scguth, coaling up froo the enat and dlsappearing

to the weat., We thought it mlght haws Besn aods wind of balloan .

or other Clylng lnvention. “hat w=m Aidn't ¥mow than was that

these moving lighta ware tha flery trails of tha firat Hazl

mzz_bomba ", or ¥-1's, directed againat Antwarp. That port

was vital to gur eimpaigns in Surcps, and ths Nazia, having

falled to bresk through AT Lisael anl A3Lan, rasortad Lo )
this last fanatiesl effort to neutwalifa our pawly=wen Allled l\ -" !
gort, The alp-dlegs of Antwarp had bagun foy
Joon the reat of the Battallion retirad Irom the dafanslve ~
g while wa had ragiined aniE

poslticnd that thay had besn holiin

4t Waeet, znd the Tih 4.7. ssasnblad by unita Lo Scva aouth

about fifty oiles intc tha area angund dizatricht, om the
Cur platcon stayed with giyiaton H. R during

and pepsined 3t the new H.3 locatlon in

Aaas iver.

the sonvoy 3outh,

g%, Coptruds Tor & faw daya, befors rejoining tha 25rd In

ancther nearky willage; (Sckelrads, i ballevael.

n which raln, aud, puzz-boaba, and

Thoan wers the days 1
A7 cechapd W33 4 go,'a hose.

hot meala wBra fapiliar alghta.

r again, for tha 1aat time befors winber.

Tup tants wara 10 orde
f thern to psas a3 wintar im

ina 1t was aold ard missrabls ancus

COhlio.
la wag Aalwayid the cige whe

i wa wers guppossd L& be peatind,
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& perlod of training and inspecticns of all kinds began

once again, Ye somplainmed, but it was reslly & gocd way

to pa3a the time, for tha asheduls wasn't too stremious. The
mortar agquad had & spasial school to atiernd.

This 4optir aghool wis gondusted off anpd en by & liputenint
froa Camp Oroft, lst Lt, Zans. That aade ms fesl &t hoas, having
dapved A3 An lnatpuotor at Tpeft for about alght sonthi.. Ha
nasded & =an to halp him with the Topwapd cbasrvling for hla
234 Battalicn H.7% fo, Bl am, moptaps, and ssksd ma 1T I
would ba intapeated, It would haws bean intersdting work bub
tha plan Tall through fop feas of the red taps involved in 2
tranafar, I wais sl2d not %o have laft the old 2% Flatoon
moptar sguald, anyway.

It was shoptly belfore we aprlved 1n that willige near
Kaxgteioht, that T/Hgt, Jia Hsnende® rsjolned A Co. He had
baan the forzar Flatoon Jecgsint bafors Ja33s tock ovar
conmird when Jis waz hit near Lengueville in uptenber, Jia
Aonenies wia an sntirely different typs of parace, but also
an mxsallent loadsp undes firs, whcae goocd juigeasnt and
gparnsd him the respact and admipation

qulek declalona 1in coabat

of tha Flatoon. Tha 3 Flatoon than had two expariencad Tlatoon

Fapgeanta and & naw Lisutenant who seszed to be a good man,

Apagwall, by naos. It loolked 3a though our Flatoon would ba

unbeatable.
Tagaas to Haastriaht were ayailable &
acvls wors sarved 1n tha

o thoas who wanted

them, apd Bear and an cooaakenal G.L.

1geal tavars op FUb. Hany of the man, howayes, gave up the




local
night 11fa Tor the chanss to sitsh up * 11ttls on loat slssp

That wes oy clasaification.
C
n one such night of peaseful slesp, wWa wqr%&ll Awa ke nad
|+ i c ¥ 3
¥ & »ild yell frou "Fapsl ™ Hotapnicola, A buzz-bomh's pocket
anglne had put off juat above ua, =2pd "Fapsl " wainted to warn
ua of tha terrlfic sxpleaion that ssszad cartiln Any aacopd.

Strangsly, thls one kept on glidins nolielesaly throuzgh the

night to crash about 20 sscorda lates= scasvhers neap dasdteicht.

I alept through meqt of ths ‘exclitement that tiss, but ths
cbthers bolted upright in thelr pup tentz at the firat yail
of "Eawpsa™, fron "epai”. They hirdly took teas to grab
shoas: rather they daahed madly out inte the ralny night,
acatterlng in all directicna, ledclng fences, knocking sach
othar down to gat awiy froo the Arsa whers it dssasd certiln
the buzz-boob was to ateliks,.

Tha pedaon for this frapzy w23 ths experience of the pre-
wieus aftaemscon, A ¥-1 h2d cut-off, whils Tlyling at A& low
sltituda just off to our laft, andl cpashed 1in & faw saoondd.
It would haye beaen impoasibla to sacips the docaed apea of
izpact, so rapid waa {ts desgent. The sxpledicn hurt our

though it =ust hays bean =2 half=mile away. .After
quantity of boaba falling short

Bard, aven
aeeifis this, amd noticing tha

ampund Masatricht, I ppaclyed to kesp away froa that ality,

myssilf, &
Lisge and Antverp.

Tha pecple of daastplioht
15 fagt, An Tnglish-spedking Tuteh prleat

wars Triapdly to thuse who did

go to the clty.

ot all the boabs sarrisd all tha way to thelr targats,




told one fellow that “he Dutch didn't usderstamd why tha

Berlean Army Eept 1ts men quaetasrgd enly out in tha fialda
¥ cf Hollama, inatagd of latting the= atay in peorle's hemsa,

Thousanta or lettary wape gant to the newspapsrs, he aaid,

FeOQUesting dod begging ths Aneelosna to let their goldiaps
live in Butch homss whan not fighting. It was ths lsast r ]
thay coula offar, thoas Fecple Ialt. Ths Bfitlsh, of gourae,

hid used Dutch hoses a1l along, unlike the Amerlcams. Tha

[ Tutch oouldn't urdsratand why wa didn't do tha adme, though

| | I an surs they arrreciatsd tha fagt that we wera trylng to

L Apars thaz the trouble, not gluttering up thelr hoges until ; g E-

radlly nacessdry. “hen wipnters oale, w8 Banepted tha lmvitac A,

tloma!
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FROQ the area mear Hanateisht w3 aoved ons day in late

Hovamba=

to ths town of Cleasns or (Elimman) not fap frog

Hogrlen. It was if Clemena, that wa inteudsd upon 4 Tuatch nd a

faally for tha Tirat tigs,

Yhat a4 pledannt expaclesnce At
. L 1w,
¥ad. Ma wvers exirsmsly grataful to alesp in their attic an

those cold Novembar nights. Agtually, we might just s wall

have uded their badrooas, for people Ln Clamena, -- all cyap
Turops, in fagt, -- slspt in thelir callara, 9o gradt waa
thalr fasr of boabl ng ard buzz.boaba. Turing the day thay 1

used the other rocas, but the dread of bBeing cauzht 1in their
9laen during & raid o & buzz-bemb attask deove thed Urndor- '

ground &t pight, whera they hid sces protecticn, inyway. Tha

fanlly beds wers stripped of 311 asttresded ard blanksts whizh
ware btaken balow to convert ths gallar into cne lixge faally
badrooa.

The Tutch faally in whose hovss we atayed 414 21l At could
to make us Tesl &% howme, the mother waahing ous clothas asd
elsanins up aftas wa, juit 82 though we were hoas. EBub the
baat thing thay had to offar wadi ths ppessnse of Tiwve daughtars
in tha houwsa. Tha 0lde3at two were pleasant gnough to hive
arouni, but tha three littls girls, aged thres, five, aApl seven,

I ahould hawve sald, wera source3 of real sgusesment and entar=

tainment for wa, whan we needed Juat that to help forgat the
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Tighting. Thoge cute llitle Dutch ziela FEatersd us gige-
fully al1 day lens, untylng shos laces, Pulling hais, Stna :
o us while wa telisg Lo writs lettars, begzing fo- planss of
GAmly, &nd delng evarythlng childran of their 8gs should ba
Selng. We lewed 15!

I wan dusprlsaed to hear the oldesst of ths thras pinging
4 G=rasn seng whicsh 2y zother hid taught oy Bpothap - dofs-
thing about a4 throe sornersd hat, "Hailn hut er hat drel scken”,

Downatairs thars was 2 begr tavasn, -- without any base
Tor aala, - on one 9ide of thae doopyay, ard & gansral stora on
the othe=. In the beer roca ws arent mugh tlia playing Tutche’
Lype Bllliasds anpd gapds te pass away ths evanings. Acouna
ths sornar wiiz 4 falply lapgs theater in whish the Joapdny mat
Tor cocdsional loetuwas, moviss, and predantation of asapds,

1t was 1n Clezens that one Lt. Fi4rl A, Forges dappedrad on
the scene 1n 4 Co., aleng with Lt, Tats, and many mope peplase-
m=nta, PForgeas later beofoe our Flatoon leader, but Lt, Tate
wia 2aslened to the dscond Flatoon tham, Lt. Crsswall beocculng
laadar of tha inti-tapnk Flatoomn.

Forges' flwat contelbutlon to 1lfa in A4 Co. waa & lacturas
on German worda &nd phraasd that doom “brasi hat" muat hiwa
thought: would he udeful for the men to know whils trawvelling
sp-gas Tarminy, -- .-Lf:.qg- tha Gapsang. lotually this sffopt
p3id diwvidenda mere thin onee l2ter cn. LT, Forges stoocd on
the stage of ths theites bafore ud, prencuncing ln correst
Gewnan, net auah things aa “hars 18 & hotel?® or "Ia the train

on tima?" but pathee, "Hands up! ', "Throw down your seapons™,
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=038 out “hapa 1a Four sguage ™ mmp.. ms ",
It wa, £001 Btulf, apa th

radachbar 5

"How many Y “ere ok
Ga8 who teok the troubla g

Caw Fhraaag didan*t Fagret the effopr,

Twlce in Clazang

ota,

arnd environs, we wept Lthrouzh tactisal

Froblamg Mer runa R they wamg talled, wa plled intg

BALlf-tranyy with fui1l Squlpgent apd Tollowed a colugn or

tanika Up tha Village dlreet and gut into the Ecuntrysidas,

Tha fislg Froblam wag SUEpoged to meprsaant Bho naxt masigzn.

Jent we spouls 8xpact unde= tra U.3. Sth droy'a Cosdand, wa
had bamn in Tha Otk oy sinse returnins ta Addatrlcht ip

lats Huvther, Ani had pyn Lhrcugh similap problems with gye

vahlclaa thers, too. The Fth ¥as a maweoasr on tha Soene,
taking its Fo81%lon betwman tha Britlah 3 irdy¥ in Jouth-
adatarn Holland tha the 1,3, lat ‘ray insida Geroany Around
AAchan, Tha Sth Aemy vag acout to Beaal through the 3lng-
frisd Tins 1p naftharn Farmany naae fallenkirchen apd driyg
All the way te thg Toer Ilver ocpposite Jullah, It waa aXponted
that the Tth 4,0, would be neaded scmavhere along the lins; .
henca the Freparation,

Those proble=s envolwed floulated naaayltg adgkinst defen-
8lve poaltlona on hizH preund preceesded by tha slaborats
erodaling of a tank-trap ditch, The diviaion 8nEln=ars evan
want thr:rug-h the effopta of sonstructing & apaplal tank beldge
Bahind our pretandad S3sault, The firat day, wa dldn"t taka
ths whole thing feriously enough to pladas the Battulicon 2.0,
¥ho, im turn, wented te pledss hig Jupericr, ths Cogbat Como

Band 7.0 And 90, wa mirchad Back to ths as saably polnt and
3.0,

.}1' "
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: want theoough the whols business all over. The vatarsrs in
| tha %0, wers tooc tired &nd dlaguated, Feeling thay knaw
enough alrsady about what to do unier firs, &nd tha paw
Zan Just di4 not have ancugh ssnds, -- 3oas of them -- to
taks tha whole thing serioualy. Othera followsd the sxangls
of the weatorans as wia always the case, and cniy went through
the ooticoms of exscuting ths problem. Actually, we news:s |
414 go through any attack that was plsnned and eXscuted as
[ affictantly and peaclsely 43 thode problems. That waa to
Ba aXpacted, of couras, for the unp=edletable fortunas el
battle can't be antisiratad.
T -

|
One night in 9lsmand we had the privilsgs of pldlng owar !

|

to Hasrlan to & Dutch thedtsr vwherma the 29th infantry Tlvislan
| waa presenting & play for both Britlah and Amepleoin troops.
i haws forgottan the nize of tha play, but the gesturs wka

arpraciated.

“ronnie " Wiatroski B33 Juat returned frou 8 T4ay pads to

faria, glven hia for beling the prlvats who had sesn acat

Bation in the 21 Flatcon, when word cdda arcund that Oeroany

w33 to Ba tha cbjantlwve the paxt day. Wa made the ooat of

one 1ast pight'a aleep, volled up in G.1. blankets unier that
Dutsh reol.

The neXxt sceninsz, fgnambear Snd, We cappisd oup equipasnt

dewn ta the Tield whawe the half-traslks hal baan peried, loaded UL,

rplled noisily dowm ths highway toward Geroany, aftar blddlng

and

pup mewly-vwon Tutoh friapds & 123t farowell.
Tha sigmd talling ud Lo Mawire, You dpe now sntering L
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Farasny n

¥=re WEsrfluoue, son

the Bordar wa, ¥oll Mimiiag
L T
in othen vy, The Duten ¥1113383 near the boundoy wyrg
lirgely Unfamszey Pasaugs tha

T aans hsd'retraxtqd througn
Lhaa uinki

¥ ¥ithout 5 fight, ¥iabing to dafan tha Baich
From thy 3leglpiss Lins amt tha Ir own Geruman

Liowng bayong 5
Hemze, wa Fa3gad guddang. »

STOE Townma almost untoushey by wap
into o WANtad tountryara, “hare towns Wara algoat totally
destroyad, Crosaing through tha Slegfripd Lins Just aguth

W GLh Aoy 's

of -']ellenk.‘l:‘-:'r.';-n Ba% bhowp the ng

task, apa 1t had
besn vough Bains,

Tha Slezfriag Lins itaailr “endidted in thia Baotor of g
bait ar Autuslly qpporting apna tratagically interdepandant
Fillboxen am BUn eurlansments, Hoat of thans “ere clevesly
cqmourlacad g blem? inta 5 terrain that Turnishad Anels
S0uraes of OAtural concealmant that almoat adde 8431t)ongl

UNNang3gary, Thia balt aof d0all ferta ang
SOplacasents did not form a Straight iine,

Paint and natt: rg

of cotiras, hut

Eilned itg atrangth by 8LlAgzarine: thaas concrata

atructyras ip dacth, fop a&varal oilea,

B3king resgimla
Interloeking fislaa of fira,

“hars apy Plllbox agawsd at

411 isolitad fpco the othawa, 1tg Pirepowas wag incrauses by

dlzsins-in tanks and 244ing oppn BUn poaition

19 around tha
ared of the amail fort, Taen Plllbox had at lefat half ofF

1ts crew in Holes and tranchea gutslde tha atrusture, ao as

£9 pravent anyone from oresping up unsesn on the sides vhere

N8 opsnings ware losated, for all of thea 414 hawn bling_

a5cta " winlch lnarsased thair vulnerability, Bagk af this bals
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ef fge
rts wers the battarlas of dupporting artlllsry, which

9ould bs acved about to Seet atticks on the Lins, This

40unds liks agn inprecnabls barriap,

but our Armiag PEneatrated
its Protecting

lins to anter Gerainy vith less casuaitisa and

1238 effort than Beet paople had axpected.

Flxad Llamobile
defonse definitaly proved te

Be inadaquats protastign in thla

War. A deterzipsd fopem of infantry.an, Aupported by atrong

Brtlllars apd tan fire, and eouleped with the latoat WaER ona
of war, tould and A14 Gzeoapllish the tagk!
Piat hugae Doundasf alig neas the aany codl ainpa of thia

re3lon we rolled tovapds the Joer Diver. Tha haavily dazaged

Lowns of Slmburg, Ubach, 3ettasieh, and Fuffandorf shook ag oup

tanks ond half-tracka roapsd through thea, Sosetlas in thae

arternoon of Dapombas 2nd, the convoy halted te 33redd out im

scme flalds northeast of Fuffendoef, & faw thousand yapda feom
the Roar, whera the Béth ang 103 Infantey Divislons wora then
Standing gudrd, walting for the plars to be completed fop

the puah scross the Cologne Flain to tha Jhine.

Thare hidi besn hasvy fighting remntly in this apax, The
Nazis had launched a strong counter-attask SgAlnat the Gth
irmy to stteapt to keep 1t f=om redching tha banks of the
Roer Rivern. The 15th Fanzer Gronzdies Divlsion,which wa had
faced in Hollamd, and other divisions, plus pevapal hundpasd
tanka, had Cought a8 fuerloua buttle in 2nd nesap thesae [oar
Villey towns. The mew Tiger Hoyal tanks hid besn usaed:
oolecasal 67-ton monaters that dwarfed our 32-ton Sharman

tanica Tha flaldsa whers our vanlcles and squads ascattersd
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out wers cluttered with thas punstired, blackensd; and

rusting Lulks of tanks; mostly oura Lt sesasd, bub thara ware
a few Geraan wrecka, 83 well. Two of the 1.1&“' Tlgar Royals

wWera reating in pesce in tha fisld beayond cura, It looksd 1
B3 though the mcosters had besn trapped im & lew apot by

aavaral hits through thes llshter armor protecting the engloss

in thalr rear esnda.

The holes wasd by the Fanter Grensdisr boya Bpd later by
oup own man ware thean suppledsnted by soma nmaw onas to Ssscodo-
dats the 2%rd Battalion. “We had left Holland that mérning
praparad to attick in the afternoon to halp the 9th Aoy take

Linnich, but its attack hal gons ao well without our halp,
that by the time wa had srplved, cur aldsion was- only to maks

| puraalvaa 4t homp in thosa flelds near Fuffendord and walt for &

|

rew asalpmmant, | -l ' I
Ie nt

Zach man, or Lwo 28n rathsr, chode the type of aacosodd- . LR

_ Lot
tisna thoy preferped, Scze sslected & plaln, cld-fashionsd d ,ﬁ-" +&]
4lit-tpanch with 2 rainsoat or godts pulled over the top to e
™ I
. ahigld them from the icy, biting réln. Othars were mcrs _ e ;{, +q

- #-
tpiyatrlovs, wenturing loto fuffarderf orf ths soall village Lo AN, .

sur feont, to gat A door or apvaral shutte=s to fora & rocl

for thsle mors alaborate dug-cuts. 3halber halwes thrown ; . _
i 3 h',,‘-*f

r Branches waa 3tl.l ancthse waplatlon.

orer & framswerk o
¥ e
imd thsm, the depth And ahipe of the holea waried to sult . dey by |
B the nuabar3 ogoupying the= and ths poaitlions in which they . Y ’
when not atandlng Zuard. But ipn ewary cRaa, . - % :

i | wishad to alesp;
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1% waas juat Ancthar hole ln the oud, whieh acen filled with
wWites, no mattar what Vype of roof sslooted, Fsspage was
inovitable, as one cold, ralny day followed ancthar. Fven
these who took ahslter in holes duz urderneath the blaskensd
FeLAlma of tanks, or thoas who dafied cooplataly tha apmupmay of
Jarry'a battasied sacess the Foer by pltohing pup tants, wara
no batter off,
During the day, we rosmed over tLhe entics Aral hunting

for any slze, ahare, or kind of weod to threw on the gassolina-
Elndled fiwss about whish we all cluatarsd. Huldled apound
Firea, we kept partisally dey on fme side At 3 tlos, angway,

The days wera tco sheet in Tecoubar, Ye walted until thas

vary 134t nomsnt befores raluctantly axtingulahing ths sacldap-
ing flra %o ablde by the atrict blask-cut ragulaticns at

night. Scastiog3 we sat in the hilf-teisks fo- &p houp op

0 Altar dark, shiring body warath with the next fellcé&ni
spaculating on the chinces of doinz scosthing slae thg.naxt
day, &pythlng but Jjust 31£L1n5 thars day aitsr day, snduring
that foul wedther and "Sweating out " the next @ssignosnt.
Of courss, wa Sare & lot batter off than thoss fallows in ths
Tront-1llne holea, whare thare were mo fleas at 41l and such
mora nelda, & kEnaw this, 2o no great couplilnts ware Sads,
Wa only wanted to be dolng acasthing acre 1nt?raﬂtln5.
soaethlneg to kaep ocur minda Zmere cpcupled, than wis paquired
in a Yifa of dlgzinsg one naw, wet hols after Ancther esch day,

atapdine fround & firs with nothing aush to talk about, and

then atarding gusrd ac3at of the nlght.

i
s ™
’ .
A |
|
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M8 414 gt two menla frog the mess teusk sach dny, whish
helpsd to relimve the monctony a littla. I hesitats o any ‘
that thase wera hot maals, howewer, 22 Loy ralp amd nloping
¥inds scon turned coffes Ainto lssd soffes awl m3ds hands an
numb that 1t was hard to hold eating utenalla, The gasturs
wia Arprocliated, though, and OArl Leutner and his ccoks diad
a fina :‘“hul working ocat of the rlght to trepars the next
d3y's food with & tarpaulln hung over ths back of ths tpuck
to hide tha lampllight inside.
During the day, and scastlmes at night, Jerpy shelled the
flalds whare ths Buttalicn waa Baseambled, providing & little : i
gntartainient on those dull, iminterssting daya. In faet, the
cAsualtlay inoreaded encugh 3o that Lt was fipally declded to
mowa back ‘to & fleld weat of Fuffendorf to tey Lo Tool Jercy. :
This changs 413 not halp mattar long, howevar, 84 ong 48§ ' |
latew, a Mazi plane, hulz..ei in low ower oup aped, taking W
advantags of ths oversast to dafy the Adl guma protectlng Lag®d |
ogur neap-by batterlsa, to ghetograrh apd strafe ua. There =
weps no gpaualtiass, but planty of Bcticn,ss men l-sd-;a.ﬂ into . S 2
thelr holes or Beraabled undsr tanks and half-tracke. The 4 '. i-‘r -_
unifrlited guest escapad into the haze, in spite of a sky-full
of small gelibew dck-apk fire from our vohicle machlea gumd 3 :
anmd thoss of melghboping AAA .37 amd &0 oo, gun ssctlong, ' ] ;' 1 ";‘ﬁi.

This naw Tlald wia baing awapt Cor minsa as wa turned off E - “

tha road anl choas 1lkely poaitions for new asta of holas.

»
s mads a w1ld dash for on abindonsd 3 2
¥oelk and I bullt A

Jim HManeniez &nd Barne

ut nasr An aptillery suMOD poaiticon.

dugo
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sholter cut of sand bage ard shaltar halves next docr to
thelr dugout, “"onnine", Mac, and S1Aff Dolan, bagan werk
on & thras-man hole topred with planks ard oul to keep out
the raln. And so it wont, tha same procedurea &11 over again.
In thia apsa, biack of ths 9th iray front lime, thars waa
ors of thas grastsat somcantpaticna of artillssy that wa evar
cdfis aapsSdd,. Tha numberss of battalless vwan im the fiftles, I
balisva, The aptillerymen wars hard pressed to Iind placea
to put thelr gund, often stalking cut clalms to pesltlons
aeyardl waaka in SdwvdEnce: it wos words than getilng hotel
aopescdations in a seowdled oity. It wEas on oma of thoss
paptly finlshed resapved sltea for & 185 mm. howitisr that
we wera then situstsd, Turing thes day, we wandarsd about,

aaking ths Artllleryzen quastlomns about tha rangs, callbss, 2nd

. affeotivennas cf thelr guna. Agsin we motsd their raapeat
apd @dmiration for the lnfantry G.I. in tha fpront line holed. Ma

acpreciated this warognition of the pisardabls axlatance the

infaptry endured, but praforred to teamsfer to the Artlllery.

4 faw daya lstar, tha Eattalicn poved & thipd tloe; this

trip our objsctlive wia acas partly destroyed housas in Setterich.

Thoas houssa wars groupsd togathar in whait muat have bean &

projest Bullt by the Wazis to pledss the

Envnrnmpnt—hﬂuslng
1 winss apd factorias

1geal laborlng populould amployed ln the cod

ir that wloclnity.

gticn waa necedsary to maka over tha

A 1ittle raconstru
Thas debria waa gleaned out,

pooms asdlzned to tha morbar STusd.

oo Broacded ovar, axgapt for B guall asstlien of

the papty wind

»
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glass that Jardin found scaewhars in the wreckage. And moat
izportant, what rszalned of & apsll pot-stovs wad pAtohed up
2nd put in worldng somditicon with & makeshift pipe pokedinto
the hole in the chisney laft by the original ateve-pipe, Tha
atove Blwaya burnt out before morming, but we could atapt off
to #lesp in & wira room, Thls was 1ifs, at last; & room
lndocrs, out of ths mud apd eold, for A change. The hard
ground had & heayy frost on 1t in the Zerning by thit tius,
tha top layar frozen hard, oo digsing-in would hive Been 4
toughar propoeltlon.

Bahind thoas houses we dlssoversd to Cup surprlss, &
huga 24 =m, howitzer, pa-hapd 150 feet frca the rooaa selacted
for tha platoen. Thla great gun dldn't fire often, But wWhem 1T
did, &n unesprthly paclket felliowsd the pulling of the lanydrd.
Tha rocf of the house in front of ths gun had been 1ifted of f
&l poaplstely by the muzzle blaat cf the firat abot Tired, Ths
projectliles walghed ovar 300 pourds dpd was Tired Dy ona el tha
largest but acat ocurdts of our artillery pleces. It had

deatroyad & bridge Tiftean milea to our fromt with the thisd

anot, for exsople. 3tanding behipd the gun, wa could ses ths

ahsll leavs tha muzzla by watphing carsfully withoub flinching

at the explosich.
puring the first fav days thera,
learning tha nazas gf hii apn, leadins then

Lt, Tats bagan wopklng hias

platoon inko ahape,
n 4 tpalnlng prograd which We Blway hid in redr areda, and

1
Wa all liked him and

dhgousging plans’ for tha
would atand tha teal undar Tire.

pomlng attask.
He dAld 3t St.

waTE aJurea ha

'
g

- £ |

Ny L

2 L |
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Tith, & ahort tins hanss.

Gne day we aven had 4 shanse to anjoy ths sscond hot
showar 8inne ledvins the 3tatas: ope of ou= owm shower
tanta thla tlms, And on one other day ocus of us want to
Heerlen to sss & show put on by \roy Special Servicea. It
wad bardly wosth the telp, but 4id provide an excuss fop
asslng 4 1little mors of Garmany, Af nothins ao-s.

In thoss Zerman towns near tha Roar Slver, thars ward
almoat no civilliaps at that tlzp. Thoss that wewsn StiLl
around seazsd to be subaisslwvs apd cooperdtlva. [ heapd
of no trouble with clvilians in that aresa. Thoae wa dld ase,
ard «ho saw ua, sithsy turned the othar way oF Just keft . on
with wnit thay wera doing, ploving ths flelds, repalrlng
thalr heusas, gosbing the wWeoesksge Tfor loot, ste. Cn the
othar hand, some oade Attempts te be friendiy, aallad frasly,
apd aaluted 4.F.'ds a4t crodsroddd, 8a toey pAssed in thein
sarta op on foot., Thess Were 2lways of the older genaratlon,

for the young wera asl3svhers. 4nd then, to be stairted At

axpragaionlessly by anny Wil perplexing. T wigh I hai besn

ikls to have ordwled inalds thoas taolok Oorusn shulls and

to have found out what thay really thought, For thoas waps

dgwa when thay had tla=io auutsmplats on thg war and how
J

{1y had affscted Lred.

ThHe mew cold apeil mads us fesl aurs thal cur aoghaduled

attack on Srachalan vaas about to begln, ToF ths frozen ground

would support our LA, wa had bean prapaslng for thia
ad mapa of tha towm had bean

agsault Tor hoaut 3 wealk. natall
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aida, o
¢ B0 Lhat sach aquad imew what housss it weuld Raws to

take, what kird of snemy flre wa could expect, whara tha

“s&k points wers, sto. It scunded basutiful to us, Bapasially
the faota thAat thars wis to ba & trefendeud Artlllaps prepiri-
tlon baforshand apd thit we wers te ba polieved scen aftar
taklng tha objactiva,

Tha koy to tha attdck on Sraghalsn was the attespted
bosbing of the Rocar Jivar A2zs by ocur aircralt, Tor wWe could
naver 4roda ths Foar while the Gapadna cowldl thredten Lo
flocd the Roer Talley bshind us, dlspruptilng supplles and
endangaring tha duscaeas of cup pland. Ma wara to boab the
dams, gausing the flood ot & tige to fult us, nct the Geradna,
<anh day, squadrons of asdiuz bombers flaw ower 1n the dirsctlon
of the dans naa= DUpan, 4 fev laga returning edch time s &
paault of the cosesntraticn of Jercy Ack-ack protecting the
dazs, Szok 1ln Seterich we coull besr the axploding bogbs,
wordaring 1f they had succesded sach tlie, They never did,
avan though sxplosives had been bullt irto the daas io enibls
tha Garzins to desstroy thea when thay wishad.

Hext, wa “aié tald that the attack woull g0 On A3 aphoduled,
whathepe the flood wds cduded or not, Tha Alliss were Apparently

fighting for tise. After taking Brachelsn, wa ware Lo ba

waliayed for parhaps & Wealk whills the 1021 and B4th orossed the

plevar, apd then We ware L& apiwga theough thelp lines aczroad tha
together #ith the 2 Arzorad Diviaicn. The

sags Ay, 9o 1t was big

fologne Flaln,

Preitish were o " Jump off ™ tha
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stratesy, & ragl unisptaking,

f Just whean we has warkedl curselves intc a high atats of
ner¥ad over this izpeanding doticn, word cdgs down that ths
48th Battalicn was to relisve us for o fov daye, that it
Would make our schedulsd attask if the ordsr oome o bagin
the blg push, while we wars to maturn to Hserlen im Holland
to enjoy beds, slsctric lighta, hot witar, throe oeals 4 day,
mevied, -- in short & peturn to sivilizaticn, It ssemed
unbpllavzbla to be anAtohed away fpos 1% all, 1ike that!

Farhapa we would have Sheistmza back Ln Helland, after ail!
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Int -
@ this amticipated drema_world, like ths axrloalon of

a dplax =,
¥od-8ctlon hoob, bueat the sminous word that plans hag

baan amkhan
god, that we wers to push scuth to g jlaes eallsd

Baatogns, acaswhora in Belglum, " The Nazis had bBagun a

ceunter-offensive along tre Balglan berder. A1l avallabls

help was needed. And bopayuse most of cur Tirlaion's unita

¥aras not then sgtrally engaged with tha anemy, lt wia cns of tha
firdt frae ant re2dy to asey ths smerganav. Ganeral Epudlay
w33 ahifting foposs without a momant's delay.

A9 the wahicled started down the =cad to the raa¥ that
night of Daceubsr 16th, sed-chlizhts awept the dark aky to
gatch the aluslve Nazl planes that ware out to spot our troop
movsasnta and bosb bridzes and highwaya. Thears %#s mopa of
tha Luftwaflfa in the aip that night than we hal aver heapd
before. Tha ack-dck battaries put on & good show of atrangth,
stracking the black sky with red tracers, erd lighting it
with bundreds of shall-burats,

Our route south took wa firat to Hesrlan, anl then through
Aachan, and on down to Vervleri. Helther tha Balglans, nor
wa, roAlized the full ilspligatlons of thia haaty trlp acuth
at tha tlsaa. They cheered and waved as tha convoy rodred
p.&.dt.: Jouth froz faryiars we Wara ra—;-nut.nﬂ, Hiatogna waa
no longes the objectlva.

aa we wops winding along & rodd gcas Alatancs acuthsaat of
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Tarvisrcs in ths beginnings of the rugged, thickly-forsated
Ardannes hilla, word wad passesd fros half=teack to hall-
trazk to fasten on coabat equipsent and be ready Tor action
at Sny moment. ‘We knaw all thip hasta waa for mo good rassom,
but this ceds» pige &3 & shogk. The uiual prosedurs wia to
mewe inte an ased 4t avenlng, gat peddy, ond then attack 1n ths
gécning, (This gssgsd to be pushing things & olt.

Wa wera filpally lnformed that the 106t Infantry Tlviaion

ha4 besn hit hard east of St. Vith, two of ita regliants

having basn scoplately surrounded acd cut off on thy Jchnes

24fal, whara they hid besn holding pesiilons in o "gulat

gactor ™ Juit ipside tha Jisgfrisd Lina. In opier to raicus

theas two ~agigenta, it waa agrasd that the beat plan a3 1o
siye part of 23"B" the mlaslcn of sapturing Ichengbeng firat,

followed by the atteapt Lo sortact the 422nd and 4237-4 by awlnglng

sputh from that town, LI that proved An lapcssibls mizalon
{vhish 1t did, by evaning er the 17th of Dagaszber) tha obnrlous

altarpative wia to bulld 2 atrong dafenalve position arsund

vital 5t. Tith and nold on aa Leng B4 our atrangth &nd raddurces

anitblad us.
Mg knaw that acae axplteasnt wia Lo tha affing when Saptaln
s=itton of B GO. rushed past cur vehiclea atanding srect in

payonet fl¥ed om his d-
nla sustoco whan going into any
wii paIslng Up and doNn

aived word to gab

1 pifis, slung at "yrouldar

apms ", aa was alwayd actlcon.

Lt, neaswell, ous aiscutive offigar,

4 rig,'s goluon to make SUra aVaTyeme had reo

rafdly.




=111 =

I thosas Warm not &lgna enough, than the soluch of
vahicles of a1y deacrirton which Jammed the road in tha
Aext towvm was fiasl Freof,  Thoss teusks, Jeaps, and peiss.
Qoyers hauling lirge artillapey guns, Ard others deagsing
Aok-Aok Flecas with ths frash oud of thelr saplssadents
AL1LL on them, wers %11 heading towards the raar, bunpaw
0 Busper. 9.1.'s sprawisd 311 ever tha tops of thair
Wwehlcles in thely hiasts ta Aake sure of B ssat, leat they
Be laft behind in that wild ret=ast, Tha Hazis hadl broken
theough tha thin infantry line, codpslling thess artilleryosn,
antl-alroraftasn, and ensinssra to move out qulckly in opdas=
L0 3ava vitAl squipment. A squad of infantryasn could bBa
raplaced saislly erouch, but perhirs mot & 155 mm, howltzer
Or 2 hsavy angingama’ Dridge-trus's, That segesed te hava
bean the lozie! I psdsibes the way thoss 3.1.'s looked
St u3 83 We hedded towards the snesy frow when thay wara
Tlesing. Thay must hive thought thit we wowms orEzys -
Just didn't have betier senae. Yot, »= cculd Tesl thailr sreat
~aapact fop us ap infantryuen, oalled in Agiln to do the dlpty
work. Thara w33y 3 kirmd of 4' in their expresalona. &3 for
ug, wa just looked back longingly 2a they paased golng tha

rizht way.
"han the coabl=atlen of thess traffis jana alens ouw

pouts of advance through 3tavelot, Vislasala, and TFatit Thiaer,

apd the mpid afvinas of the Nazlas weat of Schomebarg, praventad

tha radsus of the two trappsd raglosnta, ocur laddera hurpled all

efforts to build o defanalve ring Arcund 3t. ¥ith. B So. of
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ths 22
= 2ird Jctned the 2Wth Battalicn ahssd of us, Ard was -

rushsd Into position past of 3t. Vith that auas nizht, the

17th
T of Decanbar, whils we walted & kilozatara weat of 3t

Vith until the following @osning.

The 231 mowed up the road to 4 hill Juat weat and ovap-

looking St, Vith on the mornlng of the 18th., This vAs teo have
baen enly 4 forward asmexbly apsa, but we had no doomar parkad
the hilf-tracks when sosscne shouted that soma Jeerips wara
coealng up on our left. Zavaral artilliery shells whiatlsd into
cur A&rsd, anl at onge, cSart, Foater, A Jo. 0.C., gave tha order to
form 4 line Whors we were, until haaeins diffapantly. The fun
“had begun: ‘e Sug-1n a3 Cast a3 wa could, ths halfotrdoka were
rlaced whare thelr aschine guns ecculd help cover the Oo.'s
posdltlona, the three 57 mm, A-T sund wers pulled cwsar tha opesst

@f the Hlll and mads reidy o fire at apything that g¢ame ln

glode amough to hit, and eve-yone prepared hiasall to atand

ancthar teat ondew= flre.

Howmve=,nothing happensd until afternocon, oncs our tanka
had put an eml to Jerry's mild.atteopt at an attack on our
Flamic, It wia in the 2iddls of the afterncon when A Jo. of tha
2% waa a3lled upon to Advancs throggh 3t, ¥ith and halp the
39tk held off tha Hazis;that wers then rushing up through tha
woeds to threften the town 1tself. o Co. of the 23rd4 Battallcon

wag placsd in °0 "5 ganarye on odll to Assist aledents of the

Asanvhile, 90 "A" had

i | 31st Tank Battalion north of 3t, Vith,
' et B closed intc defsnalve peaitlons along the north flanlk in and

| 1 spound Foteau, tying in with o0 %" pear St. Vith te the edat.
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22" " located ite slsmsnta scuthwest of ths wital rosd-
Junction town in the 4=ad meas Sacht &rd Fast=lag=3t. Vith.
Haatily, wa grabbed scus E-ration3, shovldersd our weapona,
and marshed down the Bill towapds tha town balow. Sewapsl of
ita heudes diaglaysd largs yellow pAnaia used to ldantlfy our
front 1lins to the air forges, but it was & valn bege that
plinsa would appea= that dark, palny dAay. The people Lo town
locked worried, almpat too Sgired to greet us sncouragingly.

And, 8a & matter of fapt, this part of Balglud wis pedlly

r
mors Garaan than Bslgian, apd I am sure many of ths Ltowna-
peopla wishad the Hazis zight succesd. 3028 awven aald a0,
whan we withdpew sevaral days 1itss, Nons, howaver, raliahad

tha trought of belng ecaught in ths viglent strugsle that

geamed luminant.

Juat Ba wa croaded an enginesr-Dullt pridga ovar the

the sastern side of town, e rin inito what

mpadinad of & scampany of anglnesrd attachsd to thas 1lobth

yyiation, Thoila Tellowa had witkdpawn frea the Bllls 1n tha

fage of a atrong Nazl-gounter=Sttagi, and Were lying axhausisd

aipd eeaped along the woad as A Go. f1lsd guletly paat acrodd

thalp bridge ani up ths stesc hDill towsrda the wooda above,

whape our tanks amd ths 3Ath were nolslly sngiglng tha sona of

Hitler, Thoas engineerd wara paally glad to hiva the infantry
poas along, Brd panted cut thalp appraciitlon,

The trasd o0 aithar nide of tha poad hail T.N.T. blocks

s sngineers to blosk

gund them, 8o a3 to snabla th
Tha pawly-bullt

wrapped ar
th a4t the progpar tlaa.

the Tobd into AL, wi
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Bridgs wis praparsd likswise for dazclitiez,

¥

Up ths hi11l we wanmt, lzaving the rosd and working oue
WAy SCross an open flsld towards the dark Ardannes pins woods

that shroudad thoag hills surrcunding St. ¥ith on thras atdes.

o

Hera of ths 38t Battalicn's tanks moved a'l';ﬂ-:.'. EFM'::-“E apd

atriining overy cylindap to zajks the grade Up to whare acus of the
Fazla were beimz stopped in thaie teaslks ard driven brsk ot

of ths wocds, bagk towards theip Sipgfriasd Lins, a scant Tour

er flve milss awey, Tha firing caddpd whan wa antassd tha

wocds,

1 remsabar triljping once on 2c2s bark wirs Juat bafome
radghing ths wWoeods, hurling the mortap to the ground as I
fal1l. A bullet had cracked nedrby, 8o Jio Fotter rushsd up
to firnd cut vhars I had Basn hit. Agfin, I ase;sd to have
fallen at the vight tiap!

deving dnto the hefvy plnesa wa3 1ike entaping 4 ofyva,
3¢ wWell 41d ths lons-nsedled brincha3 kesp Cut daylight,
Jesia Saldwall warned vl to keep ur wlth the coluan of
gAvinga, 3c thit thaws would be no loag of gontact with tha
legding platocn, After stoabling along for Saversl hundred
yards, we pedchad the edgs of @n cpening im the wooda whloh
appedrsd Ln the dull mconlight to be 4bout BCO yirds dcroad.
¢n oue eight flank, neir 4 atone fara house, way 4 read
juneticn, froa which rodds branchsd gut 4t right anglas,'
bosdaring two aides of thid opaning in ths fopest,. YWith
part of the 33th Battallon om our PlLght, W wers o Tora &

strong dafanaive poslitlon to defend this Junction, Blocking
i .

Vi I r—




Jarry's easlant path into St. Yich.
Captain Fostap i 2a; Coanander) 4rd Jesie tock oup
MortAr 8quad and plaged us about 100 feet behind the
stona houss, At that tios, we didn't odrs ¥hore oup 60 mn.
aortar was logated, juat a0 long 20 we aculd past & aoasnt
After olinb.ng that nmugsed hill. It wis quist than, out
Bafore long we discoversd that cus positlos ¥as gulng %o be
L vary "hot gornes”, ¥ith that daan house for & warksn,
Jearcy Juat couldn't fall to throw sosm well-aiwsd aholls ouw
Wai .
"eonnle " d4nd I being zunner and 4gaiatant gunnar, Spt
about the task of preparing cur poaition for sgtlon, afte=
havins bean told in vhat dlrecticn to firs =han ordasad.
The gum wa3 place? Lln foont of 4 largs tvo-man alit trsnah,
whigh, with ¥York'a halp, e grocesdsd to anlarge to three-aun
capaelty. Bipnss and Zoyne 12id the wira For tha "E-C-uﬁi-]:n\'w:'qi"
talechonas whish wems used to sonnsot the gun with 2 hole 104
yapda forward on A Go.'s front 1ins whers Birnes Wa3 to obaswva am
adjust ous fles. #A3 this was 3 defam3ive positlcon and thers
wia plenty of tlms, we put out scze aiplng stakes in front of
the mortap dalzht, On thesa I fastensd scas tin-foil (dApopped
by aisplanas to dispupt the radar detectlng and altitude-
cesputing msshaniims usad by AAL batsrles) and alac placed sode
ahiny ratlcn cans &t the pottem of eich atink to make Lhedm
viaibla at nlsht.

That nlzht, snd everyons thareafter, Wa fipad illusipating

-
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shella &t lrragular intervals in ordan to d@ske it Lopossible
Tor Jerey to snaak 4 patrol in tos close Lo cur llnas, Na

took turna listenine te the phome all night amd during the

day to hedr the noxt fire order, This Waa mapecially lipertant
tha first day, as cur 21 Flatoon mcrtir, the only cne ln the So.
with & position fros whlsh 1t sculd Tire, providsd the only
surpost A Co, hal directly under lts control. The Rrtlllecy hai
not bean placed yet, so wa hil no F.G. to ¢all for supporting
five, ard the H. 7 Co,'s 81 oo, mertars wars buay with targets
found by 2 4nX 7 Zo.'as, aa wpll aa by ourad,

Lt. Tate am Jaldwsll adjustsd cur fipa ths nexi aornlng
or soms Jarriss Attedpting to mows up in tha wocds acoecan tha
glearing And on & patecl coming up Troa anothar Alractlen,
near & Jmocked-cut Ge=amn tink that blocked the road, Zagh
™ the acptar coughsd, we sounted thes seccrndd dusing the
flight of the 2hall, with eara aic iiningz to hasr the reiullas
cf oup ahooting 83 reported oven the rhona. Tacgh tims, Lt,.
Tata's volea gime through with thas word that ths hits hed bBean

".ight on thea; seitisred them all cver'. Tha old mortap Wa3

piying off for ths 3any @iles 1t had baan luzged gresa-country,

whan it desmsd cnly excesd hagzags 8nd eArrylng 1t sesgdad

saated alffort.
4pd to ponfuse the Hasia, oue g1 mm, hesyy Sortird wero
phaps & half=-aolls behind us At thw

s running through cu= position towirds

igeatsd [ hottoa of the
(=1t

nill, but wight on & 1ln
oftan when wa fiped, thay thought 1t waa

tha targat. 90,
a would

T 15 it
tha B1'a, &anl thelr apawsping baepage of corkar aha
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alajudse the

Pangs, a81ling well over us to the reir, gush -y
Lo cur raliar, 1 . |

L
® B*lned much matisfastien cut of that laportant suppoet-
Lng rols, and began to develop a kind of prifs 4pd affesticn

for cur old &g, especially when word case dovn to us te “Epep J r

Yp the good work", am that, "apt. Foater was wory plessed
with hia goptae aurport .
t night wa soull get a fina running fccount of the
Bituation along the line wup 2hesd, by taking turna listsning to the
Bound-pevared " phones whien edily pleked wp the volcas of the cthep
Flateen Leadera, as they talled with ths 34 Tlitoon's dsnnrdes, &
Saldwe.l, or Tata. The thres of thas together wWith Birnea, took
turnd in ths obsarvar's hole & faw yords behind A Cozpiny'a
dina to which our phone-wirs was copnected, Thelm huahad , .
half-whiapers cculd be heard distinatly 43 we lay there waiting ; "

4nd llatening for commandd over the phone. ©Cns tlas Eorgea i

would eall from the lat Flatoon for ome of oup 1lluninating s
shalla to cateh & Jeprey pitpol that he falt sure s ereeplng i Wi l e
b L al
: , .
up towdrds hls poceltlona; ancthar tlos denendaz would bea hesard | - ?' y
L - _J‘ 1
|

talking to the F.0O. to try to get an aptillery or moptir con-
gantratlon thrown out to oup front; or another tlos Scusone

would b-a trylng to reach the tank cbsscver to get hia to aove
sna of hia Shermans through the wools to mest an axpsaoted i 4 .\.:--4 I;i;-'!';:*
sourtsr-attask that assmsd to be doveloping; and 2o it went, l__'; g - |
Thus, ws hiil & conplets ploture of the astlon by reacte centrals s 3

b . it
It wig dcastione that gsecond day that wa wers told that s o a8 W
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the HaZis hag cut the rosss bahing us, shutting off oue b
Tlew of aupplies, Things begin to lock mors ssricus, Fatisns : . W
¥AFPS poolsd and pedistributed mqually, ant amunitien wag
ratlionsd amg udsd only whan abaclutsly necessapy, 4
Cus tanks goved up eloser to tha frent-lioe holes whars
they could deliver Airast furperting firs from saally sanou-
Tloged positicns. The 3harman infont of oue roiiticn haa
an ide3l setup, It Woved up the WI11 juat enoush to panolt
the gunmer apd tank eemmander to observe Gvas the grast when
firing a shot, then backed down Bill out of alght again sach
tise. The tanka, =8 a whole, did good work, picking off
Gerain tanka that attaapted to cosa in oloss on oup flanks . ' i
Cl‘afa'h'!r'-l\ﬂ blasted four Tigears in 29 many shets by walting
until the gunner could #2ia point-Elank at the llghter armop
on tha Tiger's aidan.
The aptillecy 414 a fine job by blanksting the surpoundin: | g
argaa and likaly approaczhas With hedvy concentrationd sham [
Fagl wehloles or parionnel cize up to whera thay sould launch | »
1 gounte-attoelk, And on=s launshsf, thale attooks weape spesi-

ily brokewn up in theose Tieat dayas, Wallarcde w2a a faycpits B X

targat, A whole convey of eneay vahicles was destroysd nasr

thare ona mornlng.

The Oerasbs trisd cozing 8t us with tanzs, with infantrey

alons, with the two ccabined, with and wWithout artillery Mo 2 i s ,I”},y!:x;%.
support, 8pd at Aifferent hours during the day and night. L= :‘1‘ X o r |
They atteaptsd averything apd failsd froa Degeaber 1Tth until —_ LR s

aisly in the mormins on tha 22nd.
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Yo wena not antirely alons at 3t. Vith during ths
SAAlAUEht of tha Haris. Fins support wis pandierad by oo "gn
ST the Sth Aracrea Divialen — (the 3400 unit whieh captupsd
Ehe Redtzen Bridzs on ths Thine later) - whish tled in with
Cur ovm G5 "° direstly scuth of the town, Jouth of the Gth
irgored's unita, the ons reallnlng raglnsnt &f the in6th
Divialon, ths 42Mth, deted a9 a Fullvark of defanaas, dalaying
Lhe alwanse of the Pinzer Jivialond. 211l furthsp south, and

3llzhily waat nmap Heldingen, the 112th Regiment of ths =tk

Mrialon maslasted in the formation of the now—fasous O

Horamahea " dafanan. ut, acuth of the 11%th, thars was an 15
mlle gap It‘h"'"“Eh ¥rich poured the Fast-acvinz Fanzers of Ger.
dintaulfal's Pifth Fanrar iray. '

Turing tha laat few daya, our fivepover graw lsas apd
1883 23 tinks armd ar-tillass pian cut of As@initics nr..h no
surrliss srelving. The H. % o, soptamg ugsd up thaira
qulte edrly ln tha slsgs. But, whils the "butegoing watl™
diainldhsd, the "Sneconing 43il™ lnerssasd By the hour. Tha
Tth 1.0. was ypraventing the Nazls Cros advancing and sxplolts
1ng the great aiwvantagsa of the shock zlven cur apolsd in the
initial brsibkth=-cugh. Thay hid to dlslocdgs ua froa that wital
read Junetlon or loss the opportunlties offered thea, = hance
tha E,TD‘H‘!I- ng ﬂu_nnz}r and fanatliplan of thalpe Bitioks. «#Aore Rrd
gops Trpguent wid ths sry for "Medica ", aa bappages crashed
into tha pins foreats ecoverlng cur holes. Sach tlae & madicgal
jEEF dixshad _.].:I.d._'l.:,l' up tho road fros ths ald-staticon in 3t.

with to ardver tha cdalls for help.
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AMtar tha wiplant exploaicns of sach snsmy barrige dlsd
2Wdy, wa dug in deapar, evan covsrlng ovar cur DOPtAap poaition
with fanee rails ani sa=th in the aftarnoon of ths laat day.

Yornla ", dlier Doclan, apd I wandasrsd up throuzh the wooda
to the front holes of ths 38th to gathsr ur any eXtri goprbap
Sazunitiom oot meedsd, The 38th was unabls to use ita small
mortdrd in the thisk woeds, sc on cup satusn trip wo waras
hedvily-laden with shells, Up by ths 35th holas we passed
pil=s of Nazls cut-Acws in rapedtad counterattacks, alwiya
having oods frow the same dlresctlon to snd thalr existanca
in Tront of the 38'a w.g.'s and wifles, —- stubborn davila,
Lhode 33 boys, Soas Waras drasded in G.1. uniforazs, to aid to
su= confualon.

Oo tha in-;*':'n‘.:'.:;, of the 2lat, we could sense thit & apaczial
alfoprt was to be expacted scon, for the Incoslng ahalla wWeras
gtaddily aore accurats and fraquant. All day leong we hadped

Jarey tank motors laboring in low s=ip, 84 the FanZar forces

mgvad up through the wecda, “With easualties running high, food

all gone, 4nd apaunitlion golng fast, wWe prapapsd ourislves asntally

ard phyaipilly for the worat. 1t cage that afterncon and evening:

Fipat, their white phosphorus saoks shells burst in the

topa of the tall plnas along sur lins, 20 83 to scnfira thelr

a3tinats of the rings &ml zirk the target drea for the [ollow=

Mpxt, tne heavy congantritlcon aftar ancthar

ing barrdzad.
The

positlong with amoks &nd flying shrapnel.

eoyarad our
tna chunk of

gteanch of burni gun powder wid OvarpowsTing.

g Ltaelf into the gaaing of ona of our ahalld kept

ahpapna 1 4w
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rafdy for use by ocur fast, witheut sstting it off, mirasuloualy.
Tha “lnphﬁm wirss tan feat ibova ths Aortar hols wWarg
8ldashed, a3 wers those conmseting us by volee with ths rest

of thas glatoon. Tha smeoy battasles poundsd us intc & stats

of dsbi-comaclousnes3; wa were nuabed by the consusaiona. Wa
Fraysi that sach insosing shell would somehow avold oun Poxe
holea.

Thare w33 no relaxation of their frenzled afforta all
aftornoon, and eirly Lin thes avening tha £inal crushing Aasaulf
pasze, procesdsd by the 2cat viclently-dsstructlve setlllary
preparation ve had evar heard op dsen. Flarss shot up, red
gnad At fipat, and tha artillary Cirs died away. Tha longad=
for allsnme was dccn interrupted by tank fire from ths woods
ta eup feont, Than tanlk actors started up, and the Tizarsa
gdged in closer in the bluak nlght. They haltad, firsd A&
faw cora ahanp blista with thelr EE"s, ard our Jichloe guno
along the road junotlion wars ailent. OQur osdchlne gunners
thore kapt thalr hadvy En'a blazing Awey unflinashinsly,
intil blagted into stermity by 4irect polnt-tlink fira from
tha Tigera, than only & hundrsd Toet from thelr hola3, Real

fightera, those menl
v g faw mors shota fipad-anl then 1t wia

for tha few

Thara wars Gonl
1w dian't know what to eXpeot next,
of thes 36th hadl ratlred Trom theln

with whigh to atop tha approdchling
iRl | about o

a1l mulet.
mgmilning men Trodm B Do,

feont holes, nawing nothlng

That laTt o gap Tor tha Hazis, buit the

tanka.
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Zike thale gup E2p3 them, anyway.

The quist wis next broken by shouta in Geradn voleas of
"A CUAFANTE, A CUAPANST, " followed by the salling of Ansslaan
nites ohn, " "il", "o, "Gecrga®, mtc. I ballovs their
latentlon wii to sonfusa us, to fise in the direction of our
raplisa, Af wa Zawe thsu. Dut nooody ansvered the Jerclas, ao
thay beigin to asrch theough cur 1lnesd, Acroas tha fiald, and
down the rosd tewards St. Vith; ons geoup pilassd within a
hundrad fast of cur wo-tar peoaltiom.

Upen hesring thosa Mazls approdch, belng graatly out-
nuabered ard havlng nothing with which to atop tha Tigawss, wWa 3 o
dasildaf 4t wWas high tiss to scva out, “Yonnia " atayed bahird
to fira two @ors 1llualndting skelld at the suggeaticn of &
lleutenint froo the 35th, while tha rast of uwa hid in the . w
woods plosa-by. Thas Clr3t Garuwan lnfantryden had pasded om, | " e
by then, not revealed in the 1llght of the two shalls cyvarhadd, | ¥ .U
but mors weras resdy to adwince with thelr tanks. e, gl

\3auming the ouiet Zeant 4 Cg. And the cthera had fallen } ! . 14
bdck without hiving had tlas te geontsst us during the axcltow ' ™A ﬂ.‘_".l.?.'.
ment, and net garing te return to imreatligats whars herdes of K 'Lt |
Nazis were probably than stepping cver our desd &nd dylag, it
gngaed Bast to move back to where wWa had nctieed ona of oup 25 Jd
tanks parksd 1o 8 pornar of the woods during the: 1iat Darrfgs F J T ,"'-"1";
be fors dack. k=T f;

Thera w8 triad to get ths tank 1isutanant to uias hisa pgun

the Tigers wiiting 4t the top of the hill faow the S orals S |

agilnat
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- 13% -
1 a 9
| lgnal to advingg igkln. That lisutsnant =afussd te firs
I : - 3 —
GWAVAT, 0Ayltg ha waan't duppeded to expods hiaseslf. It 3 .\\

dldn't gmsu tg be any tias te ba an Lapdrtlil cbse-ver: ou- i I
| | lina had bagp broken, and acatJ{'.‘f the othor tinka had petpaatsd
and laft us alepa, Sursly this ore Sheroan could have Sattled
. Lhe voora agatnat Lriz of tha Tizara, but tha ligutenant ranslned
sdanant,
A3 ha also pefused to was hia tank r34la to lat the rast
of the Battalien ard tha rest of the diviaton kncw that a
Eradk in our lins had bean aade, Barnas, who had folnad ua by
then, declded to go wlth snothas failow ta Battalien H. 3 %o i F i -
8Xplaln what had taken plics. That was the last we auw of him
| until tyo daya litar in Haoolr.

| Just at thls polnt, ths Ge=oan Tizera, with Jersisa slins—

ing to theiw baska, blaatad ths ateons houss by the ro2d Junctlon 5
ang adne ovsr the crost of cu- hlll apd down towdsda whera we : I‘,‘." ‘lﬁ
wara dtanding. a&cre flarea, whits this tize, (white atanilng ;ﬁ
for ™fa are here"™ in their srataa) ailhoustted the blaak | "II.‘.;.S o
firsapouting sonste=a heaadinz aerosa the oren fils=ld towirda | ‘. k: .:!‘- i
the beidga into 3t. ¥ith. Thelr aharp auzzle-blaste b "r." fﬂ
ravarbaprated through the plms wooda, adding to the alweady _ ' " 1
teppifying sounds of the exploaloms, 'hite atraaka froa tha : o i
| long sneuts of thalr 88%a prcbed into the Dlack night mercl- o } -rl ‘.i. b._-"

lasaly seeking out targets, Burnlng tanks and blszing houdes ' o i j: . '?
moon proved those tergets had been found, ifomg them The tunk L die -. 3
of ths llgutenant whe had pefused to fi-e, . gy ER o -
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T
hlle thig tink assault wag Frocsadine tewasds S, vigh
()

Y8 flve of - -
the sortar smuas Side cur way a quickly 243 poaslblae |

downy Lhrough the ¥ooda towvards the 1lgw EreuRd separating thg |
torn frog thy Flosa 1n which oup Foalticna had basn logated, ] .
1k irea, tapy fira, burning vahlclas, 1,,3}_,;._,_..” 158 up tha
night much mops than wa liked, but wa hupsisd on, witshinz ap
811 aldes fow Garosn patpola, BY the tlae wa roiched the adge
9t ke woods from whara '3t, Vith wes clearly visibla, thars
W3 80 Queh light that “a hardly dared to a=pas the open
8reund befors us, York ant nolan Bacdde separdted Fecn us
hare, whils §9:ng under A fence, That was the last ¥s saw of
thed for soas tlas,  "Youpie ™, Gercy Coyne, 4nd I then waited
our turn, ard fipally atasted ocut a3 faat 43 pcoaibls Aaroan
the lew, swazpy ground, redching tha othap aide Juat in tize

| Lo gme the firat Harl ¥ainks antering St. ¥ith, ‘T
| e pressed forward sgain intc the night, hopins sczshow | - i
t.rjfggt beyind the towm and escaps to our owm lin=a, wheravaep F'

thay wvare. Thore waan't aueh cholas 89 to diracticn, but ws g

kept wowlng 4lonz anyway. Soon & ohillangs halted ud, and by

graat luck, %@ hud run into the positicns of 4 0o, of ths 38th h { b
¥ 5Ly ]

Battallon, located on the mopth-saatepn fringe of 3t. WVith, L]

"a crouchad in the ahadows of 4 dug-out along the read,

I while atteapting to tell the 7.0, what kad takan Flaze up shead s :, & \ ""ﬁ
el him on the woodsd rldgs abovwe tha town. He #ried to cala ua by " Ta
saylng that the Divialon wis otlll getting artillercy supopt. R E

If that was so,it wis @ighty sketchy support, for the only 'i_ N

aptillary acurds wa could hedr wars the sheall-burats of ths
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Nazi bBappeas .
TlEeS orashing into 3t. Vith Just ahad of theip :

1':-ld.‘na tank 2
'+ Hor wers ws reassured by the statecent that i,

hi
222 Lines wera s0111 holdinz. His t4lk sourded like & mis.

urd ;
sratamding of the Sltuation, but in any chis, we bspgass 1

Asabars of thia Company for a few hours, aharing & maghine

EUn posltlon. Freoo the rias of ground whees A.08, of tha
38th wis defandinz, wg Bot Aan excellent viaw of tha whola
tragle eml of thg 3Uruggle to hold on te St, Vith., Witk ous
ilres broksn, the wazi infantry and tanks acwed down feoz the
wooded Bllls, cut asress the oepon atratoh, and falt thaip
WiF cautlously inte ths Sown ltsslf. 4 Co. of the 23rd and

B do. of the 28th had Likan & good ahips of tha killing
Funch that ™ pulged the Bulze ™ which enveloped 3t. VLith
that night of Docember J1-23m4. 4 trall of burnlng tanlka

2nd howses, not to mention hundesd of fallsn Yanks, marked .

tha course of tha advines of the Nazi Divialons that had b " ¥ h‘_ 1
> 1 1
finally penstrated tha line of cu~ Tth A.%. That was & fata- l’ IL; LAt
ful night, aml oms we would nevar fowgat. el i
L a rR.T 41|
It waan't long bafora woed pedched the 35th to wlithdraw :' -
to the weat towards Jrombeeh, 23 best 1t could. Yo becass papt N e F_J
of a group of roughly 8 hundped ard fifty cen froa that A Co. o XEN.
“fg haddpd Zcoroad the salleoad trdcks ard awung around the town ) ] _"
to the southwsat in crder to escags from T.h-r.: adwanelng Wazia. 21 } J iy b
# L] I
- - £ pr : el
Jtuabling thrnush '[j_u:lﬂ_ﬂi clazherling ove Fanced, 8 T'UEEllr‘.-a o . I'-*Jl'_"'ﬂ
through stredas up to cur mecks in depth, we Tought curaslves W ie h :
Socwahow, sooawdy, gndUurancs \ T ‘;.

to keer pace with thosa in the lead, N )
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Sarplad ug
EArough the crdesl of that exhiuating
tral acrons the then SROW-g

lng thirat intams

Tiftean-alls

vered Belglan countrysids, Parohe
iTied fatigus, until we chos to Atreias whars

Ejﬂtgena L 1
were filled, Thara was po sush thinz 43 morals op

disgipii ] 4
Fline that night, —— man thraw away thelr sguircdent to

lightan thaip loal, amythins to afdl tg that unbelisyvabla
ILrength thit kept thaa Flodding on to safaty,

Sevaral timea eum Breur wad Tirad upon 4a we laft ths
dred nedr the town, Cn one ozgdalon, & Tollew 1ln the refn

jal- Tarl il =i a5
acimas hyataprical &t She agund of tur oW maghine guna beling

fired ut us, orying out, "Don't ahoot, wa'lpeS.I.'a coalng
through", What he Aid4p'e reilize was that thads wavs Gerdine
Tiring our own wedpona at us. 411 ssscsd logt than, but a
gulok changs of directicna, & dash behind sozs houses And up
& country pcad, and we Wera off into tha Snowy night, again,
Of that group of 150, parhaps 35 op S0 Cinally oade 1%
back along the prailposd track: to the Flslds outalds Croubich
whaps ona of our Dlvislcn artlllery battariea waa uvaing up
the last of its amaunitlion in &8 finil geiture cf dafiance to
the Fanter Dlwvislona approdshing froca the sast. We ocould
hivs dropped down thass ard alspt fopever whils the anow
drifted on top of ua, but scasthing Kept us moving 21l the
way into Crcombaah,
Thera "Yonnle ", Gerry 2nd I gsparited froa the group Lo
try to find socmecns fréd our own Battallon. I reussbar plckins
4 houss whars the 1isht inside ahons through a erask in

out

the black-ocut shotts=a. I atunbled in the doop, dAnd coly
pistly abaorbing ths sight before my ayas, blusted aut, R
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Ty vl
4 ANYons toll g. a7
I:' . o how g Eat !;.n tha 234 Battalieps ™ In tha %
rocg e 1 :
L v avang) Faitly depagnpd Colonsls wara aittine at & S
Labla E .
on whish was Arraad & map, naar tha twe-way radis. T ‘

Interruptag
F in tha midale ge An all-might sazaion inrolvlng |

continusyg attempta g QWALNtAAn sontdst with upita on the ' .'|
Ilne apg with dafanaive Brtillapy firas arrangeEents, the o
Atdrtled offizars turned fee Ehalr work to loek 6t the
lotrodera, whae A pontrast 1n Appesrince, - we apd thay!
I hive foreottan weathar anybody Anawepsd Ay questleon, bubt we wanas
WErS invited Lo sit dowm and peat s Bit, "o Bccepted tha ip-
vitation®
Thay told me Latss thiat I 8lid down off ths banah I hat -
83% on, &l soon partly tlocked the dooriay, stretchadbut on
tha Tlocr D.r the BS"8™Ma fopwaps H.Q 1n blisarul aluabar
- making it necassidry for Sclensls to atap ovas ma Eoing An dnd
| OUt of the door, for the few rsasining howss until Aaim.
In the weantime, what was left of A %o, of tha 253 had j ' e
wlthdrawn fros ous opiginal 393ltiony, being tha last unit ta
pull cut af St, Vith, 4rl Cha Liprat to re=ante= 1t ens @onth

later, Out of ons grocup of ons hundred men which atartad

bBack, only twe Tfinally made the sdgApe to releln us sevaral | T"-

days latar, Lt. Forged, in charge of 4 fo,, aftar Captain N
L

Foster wa3 wounded, led & group of 20 wen throush the Carnan's :
Ha waa - :-' 5

neawly=won poaltlons to the Safety of our own linams,
halted fragquently by Nazi Fatrels, but hils kmowledge .of Geradn
Fecsiving only iy Y o1

saved thea edch tlas from eaptire, or wWerde.
af t hi . ¥
tha erdar Mo Weat ™, ovar 4 padioc Borrowsd froa ono L pe Ly A




F.G.'s -
¢ hn .-:Llir'l"ﬂrlj" led his zan to Trcabioh, whawe a o

2alana
ive line wagy built up at opee. 1t WAL BTasy dan Pop

him
281f that Mght, onee ths line was broken, amd eash Haq

#¥lld stopiss T narpow oUodtaa on the
Tith.

ratura trip froa st,

. 3
CT tha roughly 265 den with whish A Ja. hed cons

t
o thit town, 1gaas than 50 reaturnsa to Tight agaln. of alght

offinapa, only two peturngd froo the line, Forges amd Creawell,

Froa Nacecber 17th until early @morning on ths 22md, the
THh 4.0., and thoaa units attached to 1t, held off slagsnts of
eleht or moms Hazi Dlviaiona, the toughest of whish wane 32
Fanzer divisions of the # fth 5md 31%th FanZar Angles. Tha
Tth Aracred'a great atans kept thy crushing welght of thosa
twd forces from aXplolting the saply Btlna onde durlng the
Tirat ahoek of tha breck-throuzh, aloving it gredt poata to
ths Nagla ip time, mgn, and rescurssa ths firat grsat rush of
thelr Ardennes easpalzn, thua helping iomgagurably to wake !
that coapiipgn a fallure. It most tha Tth 4.7, savaral thousand
cdaualtles apl hunirsds of vehiclwa of 211 L¥rea to mseccaplish that
task, But it won the lmmedists recosnitlon of Senspal Tlasnhower.
Ha aant this msasage to Jan, Hasbrounk, ths somoandar of ali
Torces Ln the St, Vith "Herapshos ™ ™ The ‘maznificent job you
ire deing 13 hiving 8 great beneficlal affsct on cur whole

situation. 1 a@ peraconilly grateful to you, ard wish you

would let 2811 of your psopls know that LT they montinita to }

aipsy cut theipr milzalon with the splerdid apielt thay have

ghown 4o far, thay wlll have dessrved wall of thsir country.”

Insidantally, Lt was saverial wasks beflore ¥Wa 1ln the ranks hedrd

¥ A 1
ir i
X tfzﬁz
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of "Mya'gw
3" mesgace, - whon we waps raatlng Ledpoparily in

Hamaie

rarhaps thig 13 an agprepriata polnt to ada that, while
thess man Tlzhting in tha ared nedr 3t, Vith durlng the sarly
days of the "Bulge " way havs Massrved wall of theip countey
thelr affepta ¥ere dlaopat goapletely iznorsd by the Erasi, amd
hange, tha Feopls at home. Gnly racantly has thit great defap
3iva atarA bagun 40 shire & small portion of tha apriiusa snd

unbilanzad credit glvan to those nen who Fouzht ot Bas togns,

-

R.=.Herrisn's park Docosbar auccesds in glving sdch strugsie
itz proper dus im relaticn te the whole eaapaign.)
Froa priscnasa L1 was learned that asny of the Panzes "

Lroops whe Taced us in that struzgle had just snded a 16-day

trip by traln froa the Tostern front. Thase ressryes had bagn

told that thia wiaa theirs lust ghanee for vletory, that Antwarp -

Wig to ba reiiken, that they would apend Mew Yaar'as in Fapla: r

At any pate, thoy were wall aquippesd and attacked with & Taps- - /
; F

tlgzal franzy ln thlis last sreiat gigbls. wany had whits-caaou- 3

Tl Lg\gd Ancw aulita and white kelmgta Lo hide thed 1n ths spow 1 .
flurriga thiat cams dupling the final hoursa of the braak-through 4% “S0 5 1

3t, Tith. Elthsy that wvas ludk, ¢or the Hazla wera zccod AL

galoulating chinged in the weathar, 1 .
An assornting mads latze by Divisicn Imtelligence officars 13-

s T A s 8 iy
ravealad an lapreddive llat of thy aneoy unlta we had Taced _—y . N ‘_ﬂ

du=ing tha "lat Battle of 3t. vith", PBlaosnta of ths Tallewing ¢ T Y

diwlaions wara identifisd in tha atruggle 18tk Yollkagranidiar




=140 =

Tlwlsion, 52n4 Velkasranadie
1:vijlun,

™ Division, lat %5 Panzep

nd =
33 Eanzgr Divialon, 115th Tanrew Dlviaicn
2nd Fanzan Tiviaton, =6q :

Volkagrenadies Diviaicn, Sth 33 : .

Fania 1
ol 5-'-’1.11'2‘-'1. the FPushrpre Edocwt Erigads, aml tha holat

@.H. 3 Corpa Artillary,
The next aorning in Oreabiash, the thres of 13 laft
o
“«C.B. "8 H.oa am begin to hunt dgaln fo= the loat 2%pa
Battalion. Up ths atrast wa ast 7apt. "horty "™ Frea. Battalicm
=3 i3 he 2414 ha Wia peloraing the 25ed wigzht thars, ws want
owar Lo help hig.
Ha had requlalticensd a houss froa which & asaped Balgpian
sArdsr 8 Tanlly was hurrisdly gathering ita moat cheriohad
balongingy, paoklng them in the family cart to which & lsan, " -
ahabby 0ll1 nag wae harpegaed, Theosas people had heard tha
scunds of The gund tos past eight days, and fadp of tha Nazls
urged thea to abandcn their hcas cnos 3z2ln. Ths atoval Wers _
3tlil burning, the potatoesa anl cabbige atiil wara on tho . - e

table, but the old Fizases grablgd tie loail of bBread 83 ke pan | : f N ur‘

" ]
put ef tha degr tha lasu tlas to Join hla lapdtient wils opd i, !ﬁ){ﬁ-
. l"

ghildrsn. That 984s scens wiaid rapedtsd aany tlusd 1o Balzliin t Al

villages theoae j,i;,'i. Eut pet 311 wars foptunita ancugh o iR

havs horasa, oarda, or ocleyslsd. wany toosed blinkets,and . \
WS

gxtra mlothing over theip shouldary, hugged B amck of bread

unfer an &rm, and started down the wpoads to the Weal, Away i, b1

ol & '
from the advancing Mazia, (rAEy o L Lo
| = A I._.'#‘.ﬁ

By that houss in necabach on the sopnlng of tho 22nd, the - gt
! b n N |




COmLAst 4t
h tha Shdpanias of the Bittallon, in gedes e

bulld ug 5
orar l:'.-:j re:‘j: 1:n=.ff ietee. . Vlda SAgtait Soav Tilied
e # W Lorae, tosethe- with scue Othge dan whe
FoaEled back by than,, took the oppoetit
Witar froa Sur gheam .. .' - i it
: 3 4nd goulinhes and wapagd Cursalves by
the atows,

UL availadls men who haan't origlnally -

: A Eonm Up Lo the
lina at 3t, Yith, the coolks, moter-aalntenance oachaniss,
tha eoapanT Auprly Fericnnal, wers Asssgbled dnd joined
togethar with thoss who hil sscaped Teom the fipat ordeal
and placed in 8 pe-igetor dafensive line alons tha pallpgad
tracls cutaldes of Jacabach, Acad blocks waro satablished at
galacted polnta on the oatakipts of the willage, suppopted by
ANy, reIAining tanks apd T.7.'s whlch couid atlll ba mustared
into dervice. Hdan in the dlvision who has nevap fi=ad o
pifle before in coabst wers to gat thele fl=-a% shansa that
day.,

Lt. (liter Daptain) Whitecan, better known te his cwm
mgn and tha ragt of the Divislon @s "“Wavahe", had taken ovar
1 Co, at that tlae, revesalinz again hia great gapaclity fon
leaderahlp under Clre by bullding up & conglomsrdtion of =en

apd machinea odlled “Tagk Foesa Kavaho, which waa put in

defeanaive poslticra outalde Crcabich. Ths reansnta of A Co,

wara supplesanted by attiched tanks, T.0.'s, enginsera, apd

artilla=y, 411 under Kayiho's pomteol. Hld akill and sood

lpaderahip 4ld mush in thoss days teo help the Tih edery on




851 gonty
Aum to de 1ts jop 2Zkinat owerwhalning cdas
Wa walt :
81 thers all worning ant aTtarncon for the Tigars

and 33 &
“OF8. Lo move up through the sncwy fislda. The radle

Wivas
fop t.r:‘:t.:::m: T UGAESRGLEn e R U prepasing

bagin igain ard with oalis tg the peap fom
5-3-*:1-1_1.1,.3":5"

CHEL. Frasd had orderad s %o po bick te tha aG.E Ho g
whara Briz. Gen. Claen Wiz helding Tosth, 1 wag to bg a
D229anZer betwoen our H, % and 2.0."8". That chinsn par=
oltted an te plgs returning to tha lite cuteids of Croubash,
fsomething I naver regrotted), whils at tho atos tilasbave
B8 B mamraloua orrortunlity to watch ard listen ta vhat tesk
plaze 4t H, 9. that day,

Wy lapresalon was that Gan, O1la=k Wi eXcaptionally cals
for & =4n in hias position ind that hs 414 &n excellent job,
Forging o ehaln of dofanse Arcund Arodbash that Wil 33 strong
43 oould be eXpeoted under the clrcudatanses, With & larga
colored map spreid cut bafors hom, and & radic-telophons by
kla side, hes dlirepted hla uplt goacanpders to Gassabla theze
man 4% atrategle polnts to £111 in cur lina. Ths Ceradnia waps
not through with ths Tih A.D. yat.

Tarhipa tha hirdsat taak for tha Geparsl waa 1o collact tha
data froa hia cocoaarnders which gaws his the trus pleturs of tha
1 pamsobar Lt. Col, Rhea's reporting

"wyar S0%". Tha tank battalicns

strength of tha divialon.

that his 231'a gdaudAltlas Wers,

had pitifully few Tharmand to aount. The Artilisey battalicna’

cuna wers hungry for ghells. 1 Founsg bank 1lgutansnt waa
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brou
Eht over 1n ap Hyaterical state to tell the stery of the

t.
deatrustiog by three hugs Tigars of hia mnbice rlatcon of
four llﬂht tariee,

The 435th Aeglusnt of ths 1oGth Dhwvisglen - | y
2euld only seng UF Zoe Battallon to supplement oue defanas, .

i Bortap Jargeint reported 811 three of hig dortas HAlf-trasks
la

Bt A3 they bogzad down trylng to erods awidpy ground to
GSCAPs purauing Tigera, Anothar Battallon h#d loat all ita
4g8sult guna, 4m 9@ Wont tho talea of wos, the grand total
forolng a Elocay ploture Tor the Lucky Javenth™ I Pesaabar
Bt ons polnt, Gan. £l itk exolalced in A% ‘zourdgeaent, "hy,
this will set us back fon Bonthal M

The deccrd masaylt gape edrly in thes evenlng of that " =
A%y, I had Just atmetshed cut on & banch back at 234

e Sattalion H. 7 whan the Ioud reporta of tank firs plarosd

| the guiset of that gola, Togey night. Then tha papld fies of

"ups " suns was answeped by our ewn a3zhine gund. Cur oan .

fought #a bedt they gould a sesenl Sias, but the orudhing .

vower of the Wazla cverwhslned thas in shopt opday, forcing ] .

Lhoze kho hiad besn apared agiln to esedps by any dedma poasible. [ b
i aven leds crdarly withirawal than before! Soes rode on the

backs of thode tanks that st1ll bad gaacline encugh to turn i ; lr ‘I

ower tholr enginea, othars plled into the fow Jespd 4nd hall- ,
tragka atill 1n Croabach, but moat atarted out agaln on foot i e L

x [ h tha Hazls sesasd ol ! 1 .
erods=gountry and Along back roads whilgh I_ ) .:, 1 l_-f;.-

urnliksly to uss, 3ll hesding bick to tha Tields whers the

; z o 34 bean e .
aajcrity of cur half-track and ramaining vehicles b N
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A8383bled apa kRpt ready, S
Yonnia ", Gerry, amd I ware lusky amouzh to bas abls to * -

Tids thess faw dlles whlls Lying sprawled cuae oqulpzant |

Chat wag loddad op Sevaral of our H, % 0o 'a recUAndlasangs

Jamps, Lt Sol. Rbea, fagt, Fraasd And the othera rode in ths %

Battalion HeZ's half teaclk,

It ansoed ag thoush the werld was co2lng to an and that
MWELL, 33 the full ahoay of defeat hit us. What a tappibla
Coat; what a erushing blow the mezis had Elven ue, and thare
WA3 To end in pight te Cur retredting, noe any relisf freom
the awful temalon of baing constantly pursusd, We knaw than
Bow the Hazis hag felt i thelr frencisd retreat mercas Franps, Y
We only wantad ta Z8ap on golng that pnicht te try to edcipe
Teon Lt all, agaehow!

1% wid3 & bitber 2cld micht, aml ths slothes wa wWors, j =
L1111 wet f-om the Atrada-grdasings 24 hours befora, froze L T
ALITT azainst our bodles, chilling us that mush mors, I g /
W23 snowing hard and driftlng along the posds, saving tha ' e

wWithdrawil even dore 21TCisult, Tha ¢nly scnsolatlion was that | .

thoas damnable Mazis were busking the slamanta, too, " %

Ater golnz & few @iles, Lt. Col, Bhod ordawad the vehlclas = >
to halt again arpd baek off the read by dcns farm houses to " {
wilt for any @cre d@en froa thae 23 that aight have basn able to . : 3 .
pecapn froo the ared Sround Sroabach teo Join wa, He next ds- : o~ ."-_ J;fa

13ed to send the H, 9% Co,'a rscepnaldannes Jeepa fupthers Lo ) S
' Lt ® ;

ha ar to tha arsd whare our peafinlng wehlicles were pisked
1L ma tl e




- 135 -

te warg ¢
he drlvers to kg reddy to Sove when he gave tha
word. "™ompia"

ard I went Bask with thoas Jeaga, but Gerry Coyns

besamns Sepdrited frod us thare in the confusion, - —~
Wi .

Hen redching the fisla 1n which A Co.'s wahiclsa wars . L

Ly - fl

Lvoudced im thy gnow, the two of us trudged up to 4 mearhy ! : &

houze whara Shuck Norville was standing guasd. Inaids, wm
Zoupd the 0. H. 3 squad and most of tis Arivars restinz

in wapa ceafort tilrine turms liatanlng to the padic fom the
lateat word froa Bn. H,fM We roused them, apd told them that
the ramainder of the Battallon a4ml tha vehleles would ba
ofderad to dowe Any mcasnt,

It wisn't lons beforg word cace over the radic, &nd wa
plled into the half-tpacka ahd the convoy atarted of £ down the
bighway to the weat, "™eonnle™ an® I ware ao tirsd that wa
didn't sven have anargy enough to go areand to all the half-
trizka, to Bee Who else hiad adde the getuway froa Srombach, 1% .
waan't until the mext corning, Jecsmban 23rd, that any ssublance |
of A pogpany roll-call couldl bs talksm in opdar to Cind out,

Hack through the celd, snow-blankatsd Ardonnass We rollesd

re—

untll 4 beight, beautiful Deceabsr acrnlng found usd Aprb3a
tha alm River art fres froa the encleclement of the Fanzer

divialona, ¥z passed through thalines of the B2l Adrborns

diviaton that sunny morning. Wit a reliaf® With those Tresh N . : :

piratpospers and thelr dug-in artillsry between uws 8nd tha
adyancing Gerasns, 1t looked as though the luskisdt of ths

™ aaky 3gventh" ware to get a faw days rasl, &L Liat,
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A g

¥4 bepazmg tha Tin
13unchsd thaype irdennes countar

8t good day sipee the Nazia :‘.1

-cffanalva, Harce » G0 that - gy
da ]
Y. our ERE ru‘l‘ﬂﬂ:’! Appadead . - B

- ¥ 1
- how we Chesred those vaves upen wares 6f boabaps

a . 3
nd figkters that Tilled the akiss with thurdar cveshgsd, ¢

Bll rodring paat g the direstlon froa which s had cous,
A8 we lookad bagy Lo ths sast & ahort dlatansg awWay, it was
Ffa8lbla to san tha Plinea acving theough a Bky pock-maried
By thes blask burats or Jorry dck-ack fire and streaksd by graat
interwesvins fara of brilliant tracera, OF couram, Lt waa

inevitable that acgps er Sur &lrzsn and thelr plunss weould Fall

Whan pAssing threugh such 4 goncentration of dafanaive firs ag : w
tha Geroans thesw Up %o meot thed. We saw mors than ons great
boaber burst into flages apd Blid= erszlly earthwapd, Tollowed
by the white fluffa of ths pardchutes of thome fallowa lucky
8noush to ledye thalr atrikan shlps. The airwsn vars glvine
drd t4king a share of the fighting froa then on, too; all ki 5
rushing up togethsr to nelp sontain and finally ‘write-sfr " .

43 dopty sald, that last great thea2t teo viotopy. g -

All the way back to our destimetlen on ths Ourtha River,
we ran lnto preparaticns for building & lipe that would hold, oA
And Troo whlch we would eveniuglly throw back the Gepoarna, : )
The fupther to ths reidt we went, ths greater tha prapariticna, ; L
Inatazd of 'F-E.E-_!l'r'lg, wracked vehlcolaa, Lntgnt.‘l.c-n:‘l.],].j' d,-ag'l:.rln:,rm .. Iy o .-I ‘LI-“* .
5up5;.:l_j_g-ﬂ ard esquipmant, abirdoned artillery guna Bnd posltlicons | - - s .
by sontrast we began te oeet sconvoyd of troope headed towapda Ll S A 4
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the frunft. BAW crewa Algsine-in quantitiess of Bak-Rok muns to
hold off tha fipae rail ferasn alr Attacks that hed pogs fop
& lone tlza, saw 4rtillerymgn clsaning ard olling thaip und _
BEEE %o Fira 4t tha Spprodching Nazi columms. Thasa wapg alghta
W3 had wanted to tea, They gave ua naw enecuragsmant; sorals
rocovardd aoos froa the depths of 3t, Tith. ApA wg lcat moat
of the ppal doubta of evantual victory that the firat ghney
ef ratreat haa Biven us., While first atuabling back froo 3t.
Vith, wa would hays bargiined for only a ppat, fom only a
safe sugagpae, vliotory or ne viatery, =- but by then, two days
befora dhristmss, 1t gpsmed 4gain that we hsd m gocd chanss
Lo have both,

Lt Lust have been about neocn en the twsnty-third that
the column reiched ths smail tewn of Hamclw whish ia divided In
RA1f by the Curthe Jlwes, The Balf-tragks Wers oodttered
through the atreets anl parked cleae to bousms whers the
aquads were Lo billet for the night. The arrival of A 0o,'s
aasd truck sesusd to conflpm the rumopr that a peat was
Schaduled, 4nd ths Sen funbled With muddstte baza tisd to
the "raska" to dlg cut their uterails in anticipation of the

coming hot meil,

Put, t¥o Snnouncsdenta killed that ruamerl (1) Tha

Eattalisn, == the diwislcn in Tapt, == wa3d alarted to return

to tha front At any @ofent, &8 doom A3 paplisedanta Wars
rasplyad and raorginizitlon pouplated, (2) Gas ouska wars L0

be eirrisd 3t all tluaed frca then on, fop oy Intslligance

U
P
-
g H
[
-, T
- |
] i
X
-
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¥ §ilid
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theught ¢ &
= e Nazjal ragart to B33 warlara wis not 3t 211

unli
kaly in thia laas deaparate affost to wvard off dafgqit.
Tha hoped-fop

hot meal, hiring Iost them mugh o® Lkg flavon, i T
want en a, sohadulad,
Whan the figal roll call wag pascrdad that merning altew i
returning freog Zroasbach, tha high [Evcentage of Hoaudlties -
(leds than 50 recainins out of roughly 255 in the coapany)
h3d sssond ta Euiraniss 4 reat of ssvsral diys until suffislent
raplacamanta wars brought up from the rear apeas, bet aush was
not the cdae. Tha parlicezantd we waps teld, wara to bBe
Linkerd Iroz cur own tank bBatt Alloma. A surplos of drivers,
gunnara, and tank scaainders, no longse Déving ancugh psazin-
ing tinks in whizh te fight, Becias a ool frem which the
= Sivision's infantpy battelieons deew new recrulta.
| I will never foprget ths sight of thoss tankera: Tthay
| Ware 4n unhicpy-locking crowd of wanm, for» Tighting in the
infantry w2s to be 2 new eXperlonce o thea, ons whish thay
dida"t pares for at all. Fer & tankss, to Aisoount fron hia _' - " Lr"‘
Fheroin ant Flght on Foot wia as usdsalpsbles and unprscsdentsd aa | ..,bllIL
s

would hSve baesn 4 kﬂl'—_‘,ht-'!- dnpdding hia apmop, ol3atling Away hia

long lange, 8l climbing dcwn froa his ghirger to Flght on ; Bk

faot with only & sword. Dach wovld have Talt squally nkksd,
unprotasted, a1 unapasd,
Whan the truglk-loads of tanl-la3s tankers pullsd up, So0s {8 F b o

et N -
[ 1 | e =) p._*,.
vithout wedpons, othara without atssl ha losta " almcat all | ¥ :: 1 g

without ammunitieon belta, cdntasns, a&nd firat-sid packs, wa
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did oyre
ur bagy ¢q re-equlp 4l drn them in ths sheck tigs

laft b
ofors thy Schedules departurs for tha Trowt, The acat

Llaportans
F task, of scuris, was to lsarn their nizas ap

amal
A9lgn tham g Squads whicsh warg laa by old Ben froa A go.,

BVEn LROuEh they wors only privatss at the tiss, In oup

¥latoon, denapiaz bullt up Bla paw erzanization around Boguad

a - "
leddara ohoasn frea the moptap squad largely, 89 1t Kad auffared

- '
LaWastl casualtiss ot 3t. Tith, Tork, Holeromote, Soyazo frog
tha @machine gun mquad, amt T wace chogsan, Jim didn't avan

bother with a o, o, Aquadl, %3 thers weren't encugh man

oy Datarder, M110" dnart ard Masasssnith ey hia aedlangera

using

and ridic men. Jim Fotter s atill 4long, walting for troubls
¥ith his morphine, sulfs powlar, ant bandages. It wad & hastily
Agsesmbled unlt, but that was ap sZargensy, 4nd thars waa no
tloe for foroal intosvisws to find out whe balcnged whara
Sccomdling to his Intereats or sxperlanca.

Just s wa wara prepiring to ledwa for the frent that
4838 evenling, Word wWid rocelved that we would apand the night
in Hamoir, alter all. lobody wss acrry to hear that, However,
faw alept pedaefully that night: - (betwean ewven mora fraguant
toursof guard duty becauvap af tha dcapclty of guarda ayallabls) .
- thare wera tooc wAny thoughts of what another day alzht brine.
Tha law of Averagan waa bearlng down hard o thoga atill rekdy
for duty.

iany of ua sgent moat of the night watohing ths efforta

of & cempany of Tnazinesrs, whloh wag e il
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L-L=14 T § 4 AT
Sting & Batley Srldge over the rapid Curths River

ke conneet ons migg or AEgois with tha

other. Mors lapertant
WAl ths Urgan

t need fop faagt mouta of SUpply to ths Tighting
Unlts which wWara g f

8w short miles to tha sHat atill,

riar Turthap haaty Prepas

itloms, we pullsd sut af Hamolr
UE the stesp ni1y tovarda gy

next mladion sarly im the evaning

t 1 -
of ths next day, the 24th. Whan the convey hid actually ieft
Hadole, Lt waq raTedled that our chjective waa to take up fdafan-

3lve poditiens gn the hills around tha three 2441l Balgian

Tarning Yillagzea or Grandasnll, danhay,

and Tau¥ Chavinsa

[or Vaux ChEyarns} which wops Igas Ated on or clogea-by tha main

Ba3togne-Liggs highwiy, The Waizis wanted to he abls to usa that

highway te axtam the width af “tha Bulge”, whils alaing fow

Lidge, or 30 we fearsd! Wa Ware to tiop thed, togatBar with &
regiment froz the 83 lrborne Tivision,

Lo withidraw fron Lta

whish Henty had opderad
Jala Tiver positions into bhs hilld to the
wast. TUniltas of the 9th \rzcpad

rd Aroored, and lo6th Infartry
divisions wera in that 4red, #4lac, un our flanka,

Thare had been no wors snow that day, ao it was a glaur,
cold astarlit evening @a wo wouni Lthrough the Hills towardas ths
edat, After lsaving the =zin highway not far frou Hamoip, the
vehiclas inched aleng the most aheltered and unlikely reutass
of approdch that could be found on the mag, so 8a to kKeep our
deatinatlon secrat froa the ensmy. Howewver, Lt waan't lons
talfoea & Japry Cighter plane buzzed 17 low cyar tha trasa te

cbagpya ths convoy, Deterzined mishine gun fire kapt hio cut
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of clogs ranEe . by

could not keep him Croa zireling slowly ..

ovar g 3
3 Like a grga PLisk hawk toying with it ITaY.  Ha
kept that yup

Tor ‘ths next ten alrutes Or 30, -= mevar fiping
at ua, only wait

ing and Witohing whers we went, -= uptil ths

Tagt-
at APErodching roap of 9ols of our E-47'a and 5.38'a asnt
h

im currylng AWy in frightaned haste, only to bs purdiied
edagarly by oupe raturnlng fightara until cut of sight, Maxt
Sade the swabling, deap-throited poap of the Flying Fortrasasa
#nd Llbapatops PA3Iing owerhaid in wives of 25 aps 50; all
heading wapt aftoge the busy day's exploits. A Cow stragsiang
brought ur the reas, and the siles ware quist agiin,

Ye atopped en route, pulling off the rodd onto d K11le
8lds, while the plans fop taking up dafenaive positicns wers i ",
coaplated. Taking ths cpportunity, we instructed the tamkses
in soae of ths do's and don't's of lnfantey work to giva thea
at lea3tl a vague notion of what tao axpact. TRy wera gamog
ancugh to try to cocparats, But wa lkmaw thay wara not looking
Terward to the experlenca,

Back to the vehicles 8w on agaln. A few miles north of
Vaux Chawinss, wa pan into scze of our self-propelled Diviasion
rtlllery, which wis beginning to oake Ltsslf at heme in naw
puslilona in opder to ecver our defende. That made ua fasl
moprs pafasurad abeout the whole updaptikine, ftar aontinulng a
short distance, ve turned off the paved highway and passsd down &

wirding woods poad to VYaux Shavines &3 nolsslesaly &4 wad podsible
Juat Boyend tha willags and out in

with Balf-tracks and jeaps.
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the aigd:, of a
3lzed r"??t-]:llllg

Eood-nizad villay batween twg ridzes of falp.
Unlofd thair gap '1::‘:.::1“?& *R® hilted long encugh to
] ¥ Luy
highway to Firk a faw mhzh;-ﬁﬁ s -ﬂ-lfna o
e ool el R erin of Vaux Zhavinsa. Aoross
the top of thia 4 ".'.-cl: he~;:;g::: T R A Along
= - ig=1n, whils 3 Co. daployed to
our front, strekh;-ﬂ. SUt nedr the dipt pood laading te danhiy,
S 0o. was gp our right.
The best way to keep wird on aush & nlght waa te Aig until
Souplately exhiustsd , reat while cna's hels-zate did hia beat
with the ahoval, and than Atart All over Bzain befors one
eceled off and loat his eXarcldp-galnsd wirath., The ground
¥i3 frozen sclid to & dapth of about two fsat, a0 dlazing
ona Talrly raspastibla 3lit=trench for two asn lastad Fawaral
houra,  Ard vhen thoss "savaral houps " arded, the platoon
would probably changa peailtiona anyway, %o rrovide & fnesh
pitch of aarth in which to dlg apd keap wara for ths rosaisden
of tha night. Ind, of oourias, iuriny the day thara waa boind
to ba enouzh activity required te provids "hlenty of axerzolas ™
Cur alsslon Bers waa to hold & wery narcow Tront batwasn
a raglment of tha d2nd Alprborns Diwvlalon and the Jrd Aroopad
Divislen, Juat eaat of ul peap Grandaenil. Theds units, togethar
with 20 "S"™ of the Sth \racred Sivision, had been rushsd into
this apas to mmet ths dangerously wvlgorous thrust of ths Fanzara

north slong the Bastogne-Lidge sond, ‘Farkse's Crosspcdda ®

aputh of danhay had baen nvaz-wha.‘l.i-:d by the 20d &3 Fanzar Ard

S5O '.fnlllagrunldl'!.' Diviaicns that asne afterncon. Unfortunstely,
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- the Tipas . )
Hazi tanies dtruclk sus Tth Arooesd TNt 8 A% soma

withir
Brdwing soms of its units fres south to north theough

danhiy In owdas tg atralghten our lines. And, wo 444 to £hia
gonfuaion,

3rd 4nd Sth ‘roored unita wars alas pulling back h|
Lo batte® poaltiong, .q
We had bsen 4igzging awdy peacefully for neveral hours
that night, when suidsnly the @istast sounds of tank actora
could bateard to ths scuth. This was scon followed by tha
brilliant flddhes of awtillepy burats that hit fiest up klong
the top of the hilla sgutk of our poaltlona, The pangs waa
ineredssd, and tha next shells whistled oyer tho dark rldgs
. anl ordshed intc houded in the villige of danhay, whish wia -
perhaps & ails scvthwedt of us in ths middls of the wvillay,
g Thase shalls wera the beclnning of a night battls for W&nhay, b
ona of the moat Asstrustively-beautliful aights I have awver -

gean. Lt Wig as though wa hid bsasn aitting in baleony sedts

for the evening perforaanae on that atpange Ohelstada Swe. ;
joon, Tlght in front of our positlona, & ghostly goluan

of twenty oo more tanks erept alowly Acroas the dark valley

tewapds saphay, whars d#averdl houses Wers already burnlng

furloualy. W& cowld juat maks cut thelr shiges well encugh

to count them 8s they passed, mot belng abla o tall at What

dlstance whether thay wers friemd or foe, (¥a learnad later

[ that it waa & colusn from the gth A.7. which waa pasaing

I through cur llng to naw pusltlnnh:l Jusi 44 this myateplous




- 185 o
9th Aracrag Foluin was makins

ita way up the valley, oup
dBtn Ei‘tt--ill.nn,

in ths agt or Withdrawing from the high
Eround juat aouth ar .-{:mn;u-,

Wia hift hard by & steeng Jarry

o ™
~Orca led by gantupea 3hsv@sn tanks--—, an attenpt to dacaive

tha 48th's road brook Buarding the hlghwiay runninz theough tha

Yillags, ‘Tha trlek proves unngcesskry, for the powar bshind
the Zarman theust wWig aufficiant in itaslf tg bredk our wedkenad,
dvar=oxtended lige, Tha dgusdking anpd glanking coluan of tanks
in front of ug F2used to susvey Ltha 8ituaticn, 4rd than the fun
begant

Tiolant aXploaicna ahook the villoy, sdch cna raverbapr-
atinmg bagk apd forth Crom Bill to hill., GEeilliant flagbas
1lt up the countryaide, silhoustting tha tanka apd ths Linfantey
Zoving up cAutlously alonzside them. Whits atrsdks zipped
in 81l dirsctlina with eash sxplosion 43 eur tanks kliing in
fanhaiy exchanged fira with inna-::;a-.mamlr.'.ns_- dcroas the vallayw.
figozhets shot up erazily into the air, as whits-hot A.F.
shalls bounded off tank drmor or rocks &long the Billaldas.
Ftreams of red amd white asshine gun tracers poored into
dark houasa, sstting thea on firs, or glansed off tha tough
gliss of the approschlng tanks.

Sema of the colusn of tanks in front of us got as fap as
the willags itaslf, but cnce thara, thsy never raturnad,
eaught in the orosa-Tire of Jarry's Tiger fanks, which had

alrealy antered sanhiy. Tha coluanm of advanolng tankd, straight

ri opdarly bafors the axeliteagent, wis then broken and sgattered,
a - T

. e
Y N
" |
d
-
& -
. I we
P Lt
. I ¥




a8 th
e not Elraaay Qortally huet and burning scught te

back ofr g L.
"l eagapa g the north, Tirinz all ths way, Plpding oy
tha ‘:'F'L'J!itll:-ﬂ tom t"D'l'Eh, |

the supporting infantrycsn alsg pg.

Lrodted fron tha Elow of that Bltte=ly-contented villags, ¥
The reports I recsived fres BoIe of the &0th Battalian

VARKSTS who had bmen supporting the 48tk Infantrey in front of

Ul told of gopas than the uswal Teota of cenfuslen, sdfpacially

basayan Jorry hag Diniged to annak sevaral captured SHspgin

tanks inte our colunn amd had begun to knoek off our tamka

belfora the Mugs waag dlsaevarad . Cur infanteyaan has faught in

Suppert of tha Nazis' tagks at tlama, @3 kad yazi infantryzen

With oupa, shouting ordars at edch othar in Jermin gr Tngilsh %

until redlizing theip grsoed, -- oftan foo late. Toe whole

busineds hud basn a eclerful, molay, and dotive show,

| "hen tha othae units in front of ous= rositions fulled -

back that nizht, we A13 likswisg, withirawing to new poaltlcng 1

A3t=lde tha paved hizhway running morth and south Sbows Uzux 5

Ghavimas. Ourd was hardily an cedaely ratreat, for wa wapa .

Scra Than Wadry 4nd ac=ale was low afts~ the -agent set-baglks.

Cna acre ratpredt; would we ayer be able to bold 2 defanalve 5

1ina agiiml That nlght, a3 hs ha? &t no othear tilme, Lt, 2o,

Haittallen poracndlly, sxerting hla influsnss 34 -

Fhea h3d tc leadd hia

) e o ig-11 & il
Airestly, to loapiras the wen to tike courdge amrd Alpg-1n ana : =i - r;. .-'l ].
gowe tias. hers will bs no chanse for relief", ha aaid, AT LN !‘:

2 4"
"Wntll we hold a4 defensiva line long ancush to be rellewvad - _ 4!

| 3 aler, goum of & othar
with tha help of ™MWawvaha®, sajue 314 Fraslar, sods L]
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ﬂrficgra 2
+ B0d ths Flatgen 3argaants, he finaily EARE e

gt ths
" RSIAnies orpuolisd to hold fast until morning

It 4 o -
Wa3 eXireasly eeld that nizht 83 we stocd puapd in .,.]

thoae Tlad
alda tvarlocking the plne wooda that B AR i

Chivines on thrae aidsa in ths valley balow. wany of tha |
Ban ware too axhaygied to bredk the froZen ground that dsfisd

4 standapd G.I. shovel. Cnly by Barpowing pleks and hadry

shovals froz ths Faw t2nka apd T.7.'s acattared apound the

Buildings nedr cur field eouid we gouge out ahallow holes

frea which to wateh for Jas=p's next sdvangs,

Thers wis 4 Tira Iin cne of tha faszhouses raair tha
rodd-blosk formed by cur Can:d and gsn, 4nd in that houag
wa found 4 degres of warmth whan not on duty stamiing guapd
out on the hillaide in owus holea. In the houss, gen stood
gilently arcund ths srecd storas Ln thy Fltchan, toe tlred to
talk, exoert to growl at the fellow who atteaptsd to shows

gloser Lo tha dcures of that longad-Lfop wanath, Cthara speawled 5 5

gu% en tha floap to #eat Tor & beisf spell, lgnoring thols Who
trioped over them inm ths dark room which was lit enly by & | E

22811 oil laog by the stova. I Jerr- kad only known whara

to alm hia aptillawy fl== that nipght, a Tew wall-Alracted ahalla d s {1

eould hava wired ouf a goodl shire of the redilnlng dan in AGos

It was Foollah to invite disaste= by crowling lnte 8 house on A

: s 3
that Theistoas Sve near Taux ~nayings, bub nobody asezsd hst) -; I“.‘-‘ill-r*ﬁ

sapa, and even the cfficers akardonzd thelir eflorts Lo kear W o

Ay yona cutaide. :
. 4ots stranga reason, thit was ome night Jerry "y \ o
i luckily, fos ; e |

Thav weprs Loo tired Lo WOrpy ihout 1t, tool FL. z &
et el
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AL
4 not sman L8 know whawas Wa Wara,
zloas SOCUEh L5 nause ua Enw

Yow that tha

for no shells cums in

Ersat Amcent of Anxiaty,

reazerta ars in frca Doth 91d94, we know b iy
how closs the Nazia came that night to another susossaful

breik-through, whien would hive dispupted 1ot dsay's atrugsling |
efferta to fopm a 3011d dafanda balfows tLhs Finzars o
Aeuae, Tt wag u Sd3s cf insdeguate inTormaticn aa to ou=
aract strangth at T:.i.'I.EI.T. critical aogent which probiably pre-
vanted Jerry frog explolting to-the fullest sxtant tha gt
aneck he hal glvan ui. Iy the evenlng of the 26th, 48 hours
latey, the crlsls waa sym-, Tnough an and equipsent had
baen rushed up to plug the gikp, anl finsxlly, te pragars fop
the attick which would send Jesny Back to tha 3iagfeled Iisa,
But, on that Thristoas Svo, thars was ve-y 1ittls to gLop

an 33 FanZer Division or two batwssn wa and the BEpitish

unita d4agnbled along the dsuae 1lteaslf.

Tha nest day our*fo,. atayed put, bet acos of the A
Divislon's other unlti zoved up to help the men from tha _1.
B3l dAlrborne Dlwvialon retils A3ankay, and clsar ths ared [ ’ -‘.?
apound Yaux Chavimea. It waa a real relisl to let ecdecns E‘
alse ‘bapry the ball " fo- & chings; We cdas Lo Bppracldts 3 " e
Thaz .

tha presenoe of the 821 papitroopers en oup flank.
4id a great Job during those "Sulge " days!

o B pogreas 21l day, 1t Was lsarned 1 T
Wtar hearlpng the attack progr Fr RS U .lL’

£ ol l= 3 -

that the 2% wasa to advince that gade might End thke up B P g AR
3 cund 3 wars opdeped to s Mgs?. 4 o

T.-i':i'l'li i'l'l B ar Faux ﬂhi‘.l’:l.nﬂ.'l- 3 1ﬂ‘ e " q..:-‘ {..-.
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held 8 1ipe bat
- Wean the 48th Battalion &nd a battallon frem .

- the 824 Alrborns,

We stacted off dcwnm ths w¥irding tpail

throvsh th
Eh tha woodg LoMards Vaux Chavings. Juat to maks us |

Tapl tha
hat avarything was normal, we Arplved at the adps af

town rlght in tha
2 middle of Jerpy's usual Fre=dawn sountss-

&tlt-i: E - ) "o & L]
L Ortas ahella warpa erazhing down aoons the w41l Ea
houges amg roe s ne n tricar
b O2d, machins gun tracara 11t up tha aky just

Bbove our heads, mpd @ocaslonal apipars' bullets whistlad

cloge-by in the dark, aa a largs aoon sank low in the wapt,

reldy to yield to the dawm, We A14An't nsed to be told by ons of

the 4Bth's bazooka teams to keep dovn low te aveid balng silhousties "
abova thes amall rldges on sither sids af thae streat antering

tha village. Such aceduet wis 3.0.3. (standing operating

| procedure) in B situation 1lks that,

Waviho" waa up front with the 1st Flatoom, waking eon- : . .~
tagt with the S21's unit on our laft flank, but word scon ctme | - Fr “2"_‘
bick frea hlm ts Jin Asnendez, tslling hia to Scve ths 2 ' - *‘
Flatoon over Lo 3028 houdes on the other aide of tha willage, g :4' L Je
Wo aoved Tepward qulckly taking advantags of any protecting ; +ﬁE‘_
wallas, and keeaping our eyed cocked for any doorwayas in which } ¥ ?..!'\,

- |

s

we oould push 8t the crash of the fipat ahell of an lnoccaing

barrags.
|

£ d U 1
=adg it safaly to ths amall sow of housea in anpd [i- A58 F ] -y
All =ade ¥ - n'_}lt‘;‘,ﬁg
Ej’ . 4 L d

.-“-!'l:lund. which the 21 Flatoon was to be deployed.
thess housaes on the edge of town was a large drew berdersd by \ >

£1 f
two, low, voodsd hills which opened oub inke 4 Eroad sld fep

5
*
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FerBapa 800 vapa
FRrAS only to el at thes foot of amcthas loeng )
ot I

wooded pi
dge of Bllls, juat Fposite our poslticna. On the ; !

oiher aide of that ridge were the Goroan artillery ard hasey
mortirs, Bnd along ths top of that eidps, our owg artiliery -

bBurats wars than lighting up ths 153st minutes of night befops '

the ragt_anrnacth; davn. This artillsry Tire, tooathes with

scms of the E21"g B1 mm, mgrfars scon tu-ped Jerry'a counter

atiack into one more vain effort to enlarge "ths Bulge ™.

Cnce that had begen dene, tha Flitesn prapared to defand

it3 shirs of the tewn. 3Iguads wass asaizned to Houdes 4o Aa to be

ible to sover amel other and bLest protact tha willage atrest .

vwhigh was our "™pont 1ipe " thas ddy. Thoss hot on guipd by .
— windlows or cracka in barn wills wers rudmiging thecugh the
I dred for food, (l.s. bread, presspyes, shickend, a=cked mest, Py
Fotatess, butter, é&ml gows ssger to be aillked), stoking tha - ! v i AT
wood atowes (one teo every rooa), hunting for scuvenirm, or i It ".
lounging about 1o variowa positicna apd in varlous dagress of : -. l:l'
glasp, Tor even alesc wia poasible 2% that stage of extrods | Y ;' .
poabat fatiguae. ‘_w“’..q

=oon After We hed arrlved, the F.0. Tor 4 Co. turned up ' l:i[’. "

at cus particular houss, 33 1t hsd tha baal wiew of tha -
sooded @rsz to our front, froa which Jerry wis moat 1ikely L 3
to Taunch &nothss countep—attack ln that sactor. Together I F) P o -Hi}:i!

with Wis rafiicasn, the F,0. llsutensnt tock up guarters = L "N 3
f e l\q 3 L 2

| our prlcr, and we apent ths reat of thy Afleenbon el -l e e ,
i . : hin pick out good target nrefs fom the mlght's defenalvs " 4 R |
- P . o 8




t day in the Voods oppozite

It was Frobably the parachote

- H
iPom e Jerry pis L :
EIIY eirceart flare, umes 20 oiten in those daye to POt movesents

Bnc positfioms gt night. I+, Porges droppsd in duriog the dey to gee TrBgty

Kenepdes = kh i
BE B2 the F.0.. He bappeced 4o nrrive, quite by mceident gt = L

SPPropropriate time, for pose Selplan fried shickens vare reRdy to be perved,

Bis mrrdval w el
BE sccidectal, I eny, because 1 sz sure that mromp or Iryieg

cbizkens coulé not have Tenzoel his lpt Pletsoen op gur d=ft flank, though

the enoke of our fires yms certalnly vicible there as well ng to the Germeng
BoroRs the vellew, gt eoy rate, et it be seid thet gur boRpitality gox-
pelled Forges io resniz for meet ol the efternoon, There wes ceelly oot much
=lge to op, but git and wait Tor Jerry's Bext move, or pert shell, anywey,
B0 We mide the ooat of o good Eituptiien.

Toe Bun wes begincing to Cipappecr 1o the trees ©o the vegt, vhen word
caze Along thot the @nd Fletoom wes %6 cove to & bev locetien where 2t could
cover the approachgs to the tovn better. Just why we couldn’t have mowes
during the day when there were fev inconfog chellc, we didn's know. A% dusk
the Lexis began to cieics the day with enother unneceeserily noiny barrage.

Wt bad to get imte positicm before dark, so there wvas oo time to mERke further

comments on Army life, but ooly
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to gathsr u
F Bqulpmsnt and Frapére to dash down cur strast

and up tha B11
1 to ths now pooitions across the strest froo

the villa - ek i T W LW ™ o A Lid
B ﬁ-hu_th " ALY & wWoant, two ar theas t a Llde
T (]

With Jia renendez in tha lssd. Thers wars & faw clode onad,
tut nebedy in our platoon was hurt. Howswar, we leapned
upon Arsivins that the houss We had just laft h3d recaived
dayeril dirsct hita, “'3'1-"11-‘-EF~’-‘=# men im anethss platoon.
Sehimd the house then cccupied by the 2 platoon wara
soza holea left by scan of the par2troopess we hod pelipved.
Cur platoon was broken up lnto three six-msn abifta to atand
guard in holea dug on that bars hillaide biack cf the houamss
facing tha Jarrlss, =xcluding «ensndez ard & runnar at Go.
0.F., who d13n't shars in ths turna at staplling guasd, but
ineluding deveral resrulted t&nkers, ths platoon nuzkerad
just eighteen, ipateaad of 1t mopoal atrengih of roughly
aixtr sen. Two of tha tankers waTe Whaddams and Jawalker.
Te aupplesant cur riflss, cacbinas, and grepades, each
platocn recelved at that tize two B, AR."'s (Svowning Autoasa-
tia Fifiss) which would have predented the Germans With planty

of tpoubls if they hsd choden to presd in close ancugh to Vaux

‘s in our hapds fop the fipat

Thayipsa. With thess oaw B. AR,
y ava baean suicgldas Ter the

time sippe ooalng ovardsdd, 1t would b

n atretah in front of our holes, 3everil

Hazia to ocross tha O

fo-gewa’ birbsd wire fapssg ard an wpkill charge in the face
of aytomatleo Tlre would have grested them, Twven &t nlghi, if
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1t wers elear, we would ha

82ro3s the anow,

W& been 2ble to @ee thex appromching
Irod o dlstainse of 200 yards o cors,  Ard

avary night oXeept tha laat one apsnt in that
Balgian willaga,

¥

it wis olesr,

Thare Were more chickesns, broad, potitoans, ard cows 1n
that bouss and birn, too, so we begen a1l owsr Azain, Thara
ware no oll lampa or canilss Snywhers ths fipat might, however,
80 socasthing had toc bs done im order not %o apoil what had bBeen
tha most luxurious &nd soafortabls twe days wa had ever apent
at tha Tront. I aclyved that problam ths next mopning by
invading tha asnctun cf the villags church lens enough to dndtch
the largest 2md zost dpcoritive cendles from ita slter. It
asemsd queer to enter that beautiful little church, unused by
its people in the most s2ored dsddon of the yaar, Tor thers
}ad esptiinly besn no Ohristoss mass thars thres daya bafore.

Gnly 3 few of tha vwillagews vazained when we fipst arrived

im VEux OJhavinea three nizhta bafora, ard thosse atlll lingerlng

1eft a3 soon &3 the a=tiilapy fire gulated dcwm ppouch to grant

theo fairly raspantabls chanoes for & 3&fe exlt. Oncae AZ2lm,

wg saw old men and wWozen gtapt off with sll thelr belonzlngs

gteappad on thels Baslks op pulled bekind thes lnsapts by @s=-

1t wia & pathetle aight, for theas pecple Wara

povar aloms. |
g baving besn taken Swdy by ‘tha

a1l oid, ¥he youmg d@2m and =il

One goor old Woakn Jaft the houds wa

¥azls 83 prized of war.
apd then paturnsd later

bar pltlzenshiz pdpera in her

in the day, Wesplng

wope OocUpyiTng ones,
b haate Lo

papauas she had lcat
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3 depart,
- - Far We helped hew wunt for them, but in wain, ard ahe laft

he= house atil 2 .
A1l erying, to join har huabsrd, & Tesble cld Tarmer, - _‘_‘\

who locksd
Ck=d halplesely at us, and than started cut mgaln with his

wifa. Just where these people went how they survived out in |
that freezing, spow-bound counteyatds, I den't knew, fon tha .
next pedcelul willigs wis no shert hike avay, However, mirdclss
of thysictl Bnd mental enlurance ssemsd coamonplace in wap,

The sscond morning in our mew position, the Jerries begin
shalling ths willags more paraistantly than usual, snd we bBagan
to gropars for ancther 2sasult. In the eXxXcltaZant, one ahall
whistled right in the front door of Forges' 1lat Flatcom S.F.,
injuring Forgea, bimselfl, and several of his man 1o tha axpkosicn,
whish interrupted ancther chisken dinnar, we hedrd. 1T W3 all
| Fim Fotter could Ao to miks Forgea' leave tha platoon And go
Basl to ths Ald Station, tut he ccraanted finally, and vaa loat '
to the ccapany fo= & few weeks, Tha counta~-attack failed to ' - &
natarlalize, but the 234"a ranks BaZ besn thinned 4giln, &3 . '\1{.‘;.%

its by j o7 4

swary houte in town had wagsived cne or Zere direst b

that tlma. ; . e ¢
Zach night, the Noles out on the bare hillaids back of . . I.!.._ |

ga of town beci=s listening eatl |
g u)

ouw housea on the saatarn L8

: whare wa walted patisntly o elther hasr or Ses smy patrols

whleh misht attenrt to pametoats our 1ipea amd ofduse us brouble, il b "

b e, '. |
Fron thoae holes W2 alag wilted to be raddy to warn the pasdin- ; _*_.'!1.# .
ht atbBok W3 launched, holdlng of f tha s .

da= of the Sen if ool :
could get to fieing pealtlons § : A

oamn

I §azis until the re3tb of our i o 4 o




cutalids thele n Beidis

S0l [IET T :F' in supplezantary holss dug Tor just
e ema-ganey. Tha third purposs of thode holaa -—- of
cna pAirtleouliar hole cocupied by cur 21 Flatoon mean :

be ready to observa and adjust cur own artlllesry fli"‘:-:l-:“ o
ias-.- v.:-r aneoy pitrol Ecticn or & nisht atiack, or !I..n r.:a;q wa
.51:; tha rapuladr dafanalve ptillery Tire sent cut autastieall
at irragulir intervals ahculd be altersd. .

Thapa wa=™ - " - g o1 o a L

sEra g TeTar anbus 0 2y W T
} T Fauls i

a o arcund, =50 a often

had to & e T
L baarye Bnd odlust cur evm 4rtillery five, Eor that

gurpose, the hole having tha Beat vi=w of the gompiny f=gnt
pomtalimed o p3dlc with which we gould palay _,.,._.54,_5,3,,- threach
the Oo. 0.F, Tidlc ot aptiilsry battery asslgned Lo ‘
deliver fire for oul Ce. 1 tha pedic im the C.F. hels w33

atranz ancugh, af ‘couras, Dadddzed sould be sent Airestly Lo

" 41 lar & i -
tps Sytillary. Lt gavs Ui grait satlafacticn +o ba able to

gall fop an aptillery cenepntration 3t +he slighteat proves

mation, but, =T courde, it waa nape3sary T Gvoid waating

amounltion, wihiohk waa often ~atlonad by the day with quotia for manh

unit.

“man golng intc AnF aafenalve posltlen, the artillary Blweys
Bagan at omoe tO fipra over 43 whils geattering thalr goncdntrh-
tiona or ainsle ahslls cver & 1aprga Ared B2 cur front and finnks.
gagh apek pit wnich w3d 2aslly -:-anngllnl-ﬂ-ad wag muobaTed S0 that
a1l wa had te Ao after the giina ware o Laplaterad " oyas 1o Judge
l;ﬂ.r-t.i.:-.unv_- targal W2 wanted 0 pit was Trod cpe of

hew far the
nta, ard than -all for fire,

yaiting to ad juat

thges muabered Fot
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A&
¥ errora aftsr the sholla ware "op tha S
- o ¥Ware

many olher ways for ap unirilnaed

infantry=an tc mall for

T
ira on & targat, but thas ¥Wld ons of the sasisit Epd best

Those extra duiies and the pressnes of a radio for ingea ;
dlate contact with fg. %:¥., or with Jim depsniaz in nur-.z'.l.:l- .
toon C.F., =ave ua Sooe adsurdnoe on thoss cold nighta, and
helped to peliave the Benotony of Junt Ilstening and watching,

¥hen mot digging cur holes dseper to keep wars, o= dlzging

pew holed to grevent Jerry's kncwing whers to find us,

It was high tise that & pelisf was granted to what
ram:ined of tha fighting El".&.ﬁ:rn'.i;;:f the Tth A.D. We wers - "
t0ll that hely wis on the way, i:n:l't. not to expast te be re-

ltoved for a few more days, Tusor was spresd that the T5th

f Infantry Tiwvlalon was healiing up to the fromt to tike owar ¢ i
ths defesnaive lina of our Tlvision. i i A

Tor this psascn, we Wars aot surprised, but only plesasd, ra ol

M A

whan an offlice= from tha TS5th was reported 1n Vaux Chavlnea o qui

that third evening. Then, tha fellowlng aorning, GoTe afn.r:ez.-s . ; . -I,

appearsd, It turned gut that thay wers the platoon lsaders and L8 e 1

3 ef the upits that wars o relleve ul that 1 ' f:{.-. 3

solpany Sondinder

night That Divislcon WA3 COXLnE Lnko gombat for the Cirat

gims . &l to sss the sXpressioni on tha facea of those Zreen ;
¥ ;

s fpont line ™ in Vaux Chavinad

offisars whoen thay aaw what
| gung, uninitlated '
psally looksd 1lke waa amuslng to ua, The Foumg, . o

gader who interviewsd Jlo denordaZ wad staptled to see : g

ol N p g
| St 1uxuprlcus DSmner 1n which wg ware iiving. Fa had expec . 7
the o : ¥z :

platoen 1
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to as t
8 us &3 dirty, hiﬁﬁﬂi"d-lﬂﬂk".\ng, ind unkempt ag we ware

Bt surely ths pleture of dwalling in & house apd aaty : |

ng
r =
ried chlclkan by & warn atove was dcasthing unballiswvable tg

that Lisutenant, I a2 sure hs had besn rlamming to orawl

hundreds of yapda through the snow on hia atcaach to figd &

platoon of men half-frezaen in foxholes thet ware sonatanily
subjected to 8ll kinds of ensmy fiwe. What hs found instead
WA3 Juite® B contrist to ths gris situsticn he had foresman.
We explalned that 'front line 11fs" waa not slways s coufor-
tabls 43 we had managed to have nale 4t thAt tias, Bl offared
him a glace of chicken 33 oom way for showing or Sprresclation "] -
for the appreoaching rellsf. We ledrnad that the new oen would k

not Arpiye untll late that might.

| It was a dark, Toggy E:Ehh rarfact for & trocp movessnt, -- ?
| by tha enezy, or by ud, 20 wers aspsclally wetchful out im 1 3 .
J tha gbsspvation holes. Thers Wis cors ahelllng than ususl’ A . ; ' I-"-I.
that evening, fros both sides, I had salled for Artillscy . - £:_.
firs aleng the edge of the woods to our front oo dawertl ozed- 1 z A
gions just te Daka aure that Jarry w33 not getiing 2ny dabitdous - o .,#‘.:.TI
1dedi, Bnd &30 dg Dermots d.:;.:’.l ths sams when his shift rellisved L {{‘:
mine &t nine o'slock. B
Wg hai just changed guard shifts and wers gatiing ready 0 AR a4 o
11s down by the stevs Top aoas alesp that woull have basn =84F i FLC s .1'*. '_i.;‘ﬂ
{ to attein with thoughts of almcat oertaln peliel in our ainda, | i ;* F ¥
I | when threa long-laating Tow WhiatlaR Trod & SeERE e 4 - . :- .;-
I I b battamy anded in three louvd explesioms cloae £0 SEF it S 5 ‘-f:
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I hu‘:‘k us cus ol any As 233 of Blumba fo the Dozgnt =
but Lo~ W = Sithar vig t [+ =} oW o
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tha house, apg 23llins through tha pgor t

0 Burst in tha bed—
room abowe our kit

chen. In wils cunfusion we aly bogan
m ns ry
Grins in 2¥ary dlrecticn at tnge, gettlng FEALLY nowhars

48 Wa hedwd thy fa:'-:.—lﬁ:z-ai.m.‘.ng credocendo af
the whistle that z glegas ghal

between tha g1

1 always gave, apd the oresh of
~tha shall-burats theasslwes,

Ho one wags Rit, but it H=d hesnoa clods ogll, Tha roct
¥i3 oaved-ln; the Sadscom U, a%dirs wia a 3haables; amd the
Twisted bed armd burning gatress had Le ba axtingulahsd with a
buckat of water, 3everal hot chumgs of 3gtal had cooe through

the twe rocfa above wa to 48t on fire the blankets Ji= denendegs

| has bean lying cn by tha stove, ani anothap rieca it lpast I ‘!-.- J';_‘
2lzht inches long had bean stopped by ths hugs twalwe-inch baag 1.'_ Erﬁd
that suppirtad the kitchsn voof. #an parorted over the radio 'y 1:.‘ o
cutside in tha 0.F, that ths Tipst shella hai showersd hits of - :{F.;_-I
I 4 2 3 |
ahrarnel all arcund arl evsn into ascas of theis holes, Lo 1! ¥ 5
1 "! Ll
joon After that eplecds, the men froao the T5th marched up S
ths atreet, ard we had a chince to deeat the Sguad that was to :
1 L & Stre than a4 | B L i
rellesve ouprs. %here we h2d held the line with né Sore st z 1 h_"l-
. - a ._"1 g |
squad, a platcon of those new fellows was placed. Tven them, F a o L I%
t.]mv. wiahad wa ¥owld atay to help thea, beling eager to know e .
: =, Yo did what - r" o
311 tha don's and den't's of frontline sxlatesnge ; A5
; i a

L =how " that cazs teo our .
we meould to pEss on any coabat “kmow-ho ) )
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minds 8t ths time, but daclined tThelr lpvitatlon tTo atay v
lemgs® in Vaux 'th’].:):]:. Wa led scme of thelp fen oub to
palisys Mac's shift in the holes, and then eaturned Lo apand
+ke rooslvder of the night reclliming in the scdawhit wnzed-
fortabla safety of tha potato bim im the calles,
T4 wis shostly aftar daylight the nmaxt morning that
rayano™ sant over the order Lo pregpire to mewa cut. Thit
waa worth celsbrating, fo- 1t spemsd geriain that st Jeast &

ahoet Test w33 in akors for w3, Gulle fittingly, Feroy did not

44 us fapswall 43 potslly: as wa had Deen graated upen firad

antering Vaux chayimaa, 1t wi3 & - L L peacaful, apd, thanklul

axit that the Tih 1.7, mada thal serming. n o Dad puragd the
.0, ts placed mady CUE house [or olarbling train snglned 18

warn Jepry Lhid agoathing wia UT bafope Wa WeTH abla to
.

Tha vehlolad

manah oot tows gafaly, tut no parm Wia Qona. _
jeft aftsr the 1aat dsughioct had pledded oub of towva, 84 !..I.r I?r-
I
they would have beel fop lasd yulnerable TO the pxpected : . I'_L-,
artillery and morkar f1pa which strangely aia met cose thad ) i v,
5= it ..I i ;_'_.L
o : Wyn the lesd e
with tall, lanky. urma i try-1oskinS "o 5 2 LG I'ﬂ
nad peor yppresalon o8 tna mpat, STAERI 1ittle a K
wa Dust heve - E for . Tl
put, LOF
that pasdsd ud 4q Bia T, oless joap oo t0e i 1 ,
m. | i
Jor ) of maTl, == put vialbly hagpd o o o )
e LIRS homohs B et Wiy et AP o 7 |
- : whils- yavano" pauact ¢n Ta 00 NapdRCE
fipat Tia8 yq guite & e  1h S
for th2 ~ apinfaal ard puacroud z Tl . ]
pod, apd madm- DO T : i
ap stopped. WRLEEEE 1% boday. " - . s
G cototly 'pen-tactiess
ey hhe gituation 43 kT i | A
= (] || 4 : I.- :
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Those of us who had hasrd chuckled, amd then fellowsd Mavang

up the sams wooded hill Aowg Which we HA% deacandes

intc Vaux Chavines slx days bafors,

'H'gﬂ.rilj‘

; Wa climbed into the half-tresks which veare waiting at-
the top of the nill, locked busk cvar that SncWy Ardennes landscaps

towdrds Vaux Chavines &nd Manhay for the laast tize, and than

turned to see the new aights that would be wilting for us om

ths rosd to the redr, Fast one artillery battery after anothar,

wa rolled along good paved ro3ds through the Ardennas hilla

and osofslondal saill villagss, untll we descended cnoa agaln

into tha Ourthe Fver Valley and arplved back at Hasolr.
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Chaptar VI

This tims ths maw o. 9

« englneera' bridgs Had beasn 08

pleted; 80 it wasa Foadible to oroaa tha fast plyer apd nove [ '4

into the mors populated Saction of townm.

M8 soon a3 the yehicles Atopped, Jia denendaz apd I N

Bagan to lock apound fop 80de houses in which to billst tha - ',:i 3
20d Fletoon. We 4in't have far to B0, —— Ju3t 2cro3ad tha el o | .

atraat, Ln fact,fros the yard ef ths largs mansion around |:- 3 ,‘r{_‘}.\_
which ocur half-tracks waps paried. Standing thera beforas us r';_ qii'\' .l _'ﬂ}%‘
Wi3 & short, stosky whito-haieed Eelgian ard his amiling ;1' "r b

wife, He hardly waltesd fow the Tew fumbling words of French :.“'

to leave my wouth befors ncdding and uttering fraguent 'Lui’s "

Lo lat ua kmbw that he 414 have ™Man shadbras pour das apliats

Amerigalna ¥,

The oli fallow dartad insids, urging us to fellew,

4nd rushsd upstairs to show ua foup amall sapty rocas whish

Ware Lo ba our bedrccza for ths next faw daya,. We axplalnsd as

best we could thit we would slpep on ths floora rolled up in

‘ peemird M
i 1+

G.L. blankefs, that it didn't matter that there wowe “has de
1lta ", Fe nodded undspatandingly, &nd invited us to wara up in
bla kltchen downstalrs, where his wife wes hestlng soas colfes
Top ua.
That was quite & New ¥Yedr's Twve, that night with Georgea
Jadot and hia wife in Hamolr! We coull laugh apd palax for the =

firat tlus since Deseober 15th whan we laft Gurmany for the
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dnsh acuth into Balpium and "ths Bulgs™

ind Jeorged g&ve us Dany eXcuses to lauzh, fo- bs haa
besn formoscly 4 cooedlsn on the stige. I wid the oniy onm
in the roc@m who had any knowledgs of Fransh, ut svesyons
thare undaratosd all that l}nqr55,} 4314, It wia not ao oush
whit he 8aid, but rather how he 3ald 1% that wmade his words
beth hancrous and umdspatanddabls to ua 211, Iy gealurss, &
great warlety of fasial expressions, and by the tone of his
yolea he Alwaiya @8ds us understzmd the polot he Zeant Lo 24kas,
Ha was &lsc gulek in pleklng up Tnglish sxXpresdleons froad uas,
and indsrted thoss into wis flowing dlalogue 4t Appropridla
tlmad,

Whan it wza lesdrned that I knew " un peu de Irang aia ™,
both Georges 2rd his wife sonatintly huried "moaprla’a ™ at us

duping ths aouros o our ponvarsition, aXpecilng o=s Lo interprat

for tha whole Sroup, though that wid uzuilly unnacssdary. Yhan

FgopTea ot particularly wound up in his comrsrastion, his wife

weuld watch oy face to Jee whathar I underatoed, gulcohkly gues-
ticning we with mors "soopris®s® when I g3we the allghtesat 3izn

of doubt, In such soopany At waa puch e2alar to try to forget

: - _ ; =
Mks Bulgs". The othar aguads bad equilly wasa recaptions &

otha= hooss Alcong that atrset, but I doubt if they had #s auch

¥
fur 3a we with Geppgas ard hia wife. They wars quitea & couple.

a* " .- b
Wran wa wara not anjoying the a¥xnallant focd served up oF

- a3
Earl Leutrer 3pi his ccok, weiting 3nd redding the fimat latier

- & i EEI:.H
aant and pacelved for ovar twa waaka, or just rediing in ¥

r

) o ':!;I?T-d_ﬂ‘lz.
N i

N
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W8 WAre Sure to ha found in tha

Jadot's kitchen baing
ant

grtilned by sy host ani hogteas.

deorgea tallaed oftan of
goging to Agspe

sca "Bppda 1a Buarra ",
4 Ford to take the Flace oI the motop
would po longzar

whare hs wanted tg buy ?
crole which his wify

Ferali hig to pida, He hid baan quits &
Spertaaan in hig FOuth, wa githered, and haa Lravglled ovar
Turope on his @dtorcyeles en which thare was

2n axira geat Lo

hia wifa. Othes tiagg ha tallked of hls femger Staza 1ifs, d 2 A%
A of Bis gourtohip, Ha wea a rezular fallcw! y

Sut Coorge's ohist ¥ride, even more sc than hia than

gA30linelsas dHotoroyole, waa ithe f2pt that ma was a asnbar
of ths Felglan Undsrground, the Eelglan daquia, Hia round,

Flok face wis weadthed in 33ilea, ang hia trlnkling ayes

.vF JJE? =, f
x

Zlirtoned wham ha told or the number of 85 Mazia he had por-

donally diapoasd of By waricus gmathoda

His eloseat e3¢ipa, hs 2ild, cano whap tha Gaatapo

iurpelded hilm hy brealiine into hig houae in the @idst of &

f;43uf: Fdf

dinnar with sosa of hia underground friends. Cecmges shewed

U1 the small ,25 galiver AULCTAtly with which he had basn

7
T

rmad At tha tids. Enowlng thst ha would be' ghot imzediataly

1f 2 wed;on wers found on his FEraon, Goosgea locksd abeut
quickly for & likely spot whars hs could hide hHia trusty auto-
aitle, His eys Fell upen tha 8oup bowl in the cante- of tho
Lidbla, Just befora the Mazia sntersd the =oom, he plumnicsd

Bia weApon into the steamins pet. His quick thinkinz gayed ths

day, fo~ Jsorged had lived to dot out ths scene for us just 2a

po —10-S5/
N
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it had happaned, parfoeoming ably all of ths parta Ln:&g-}rt
galodrass under the proopting and dirsction of his wife!

It was fun to be able toc hear the lite news paporta
ovar 3 radlo for a change. Gaorges &nd hla wile naver
mlased ons detall of tha papopta of ths flghting at ths
front. All wa could say was that we had been &t 3t. Vith
pacantly, but I 50 supe thalr lmazlpatlona Tllled in tha
raat, sspacially whan the cuantltiss of replacedsnta,
‘nourasux scldats ", arpived in Hagolr for tha Tth A.D. soon
after our return thera.

Tt waas dlasouriging for the wetsrans in the Co, to Ase
all those new fellows drrlve. We wWore glad to haws mors
halp for the fighting ahead, of ccurse, but tha alla chancas
of aur supviving much longsr under the 12w of aAverige3d Wera
fcpentusated by ths coming of those new recrulti. We began
to wonder wWhether it w23 thouszht that we sould £o on foraver,
gontinually sstting the pace and showing the way for thosa
wha wore always brought up quickly %o replace velerins. Ve
wendarsd westher we were being forgotten in the grla progreds
of that goloassl machine of war, tha U,5, drsy. And 1t wasn't
edsy to try to forgat the good men and Trlends that fall along
the route, only to be peplaced by thodze new fallowa.

Shertly after the new men arrived, wWe left ths

whara Georgea lived, baklng up naw millats in ancther ssotlon of
Hamplr. The real peBacn wad nover eXploined, but I wonderad LE 1%

@ight not hive bessn besause acama of the people whars we had lived

at fipst had been found to have kad egollaborationiat ladningd.

part of Lown

i
I
§
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faorzed and hia wifs had told us that thers wars many peonls
in Famoly whe fayored the Germdns, @cas sven fresly adaltting
it in publlc; == before we had appived., Caorges sald that
hia own life had besen thrsatsnad bBafors the Allled sntapsd
that part of Balzium. One person whom he suapected waa the
gwnar of the largs satate acrocas the street frea hia small
heuas, and thiat estate had Fipat besn our A Co.'s C.F. apd
Zasa Area. That adeesed f¢ explaln the move, though we never
knew for sura,

Wa didn't csre for the naw faanily whare the aoriar sguad
wa3 bBillasted, Thay werse not overly entmisiastiec about having
us around, and wers dull, slaple-zindlsd pecple 45 Well, &o0-
pary that could hardly coopete with the wara, friemdly, and

amusing perscnalities of the two Jadots. 3o wa cften wandorsd
P

ovar thdape Ceorges and his wife after dark, whan not clidsxing

i day of traiping with & teip to ths logdl thadten whara G.l.
moyiea were sahown alocat every night.

A trip to ses the Jadots wag better than dny entertalnment
a movle could provide. Tach night Hos. Jadot had B heaplng
bowl of Pried potatcas apd & pet of hot coffes for ua, 43
added temptatlons. In turn, we brought thez ext-a patlons and
goffee from the mess truslit.
an axtpa pair of hia G.I. shoes.

Tach night, aaong other
4 behind barbed-

He would watch

grant plegasuras &1 sesing tha Mazl EF.W.'s pachks

wire fances in Hamolr's F.W. claaring atatl.n.

Littla Mike 3arnc even gave G2O0rges

thinza, Georges would tell us of his




Wa ammms ma o .

S
tham a1l morning, making faces at tha shivering, mlsepabls,
but mestily atil] arogant, Nazis crowled togathar im the
ancwy fleld by the plver. I am strs he counted every prison-
er brought in, gleating at ths swslling nunbers, for "tha
Bulge " was beginning to receds,
it wad ln Hanole that John Barnsa lsft the nd Elatoon ! i -
to Zo baek to ths redr for a long-ovardus pest, John hag given b L
A Co., his best gservices sve» ainss larding in Horoapdy on
fsfruat 1Oth with tha reat of tha Tth A.D, For any asn to
do cnoly what waa necagsapy to 4o his duty in front lins
fighting with the Infantry for six sonths without a braeak
and without begoming 8 cagualty of cons kind or ancother was
4 paps gxoeptlion, And Jebn Barmes nad dons F2r aore foe his
aquad &nd the Tompany than duty requlred. 3o far as I know,
he also pdgoed unpecognlsed, without apy offiglal aitatlion,
just a3 waa the chae with sp many othes« goof Fighting @man,
It 13 Bn underdtatensnt te aay that John wlll nevar be for-
getten by the frliends who knew him in A Jo.
In John'a place I was put in charge of the acrtiar aguad,
but that squad meeded no Bousd leader, a3 ths tralnlng manusl
desceibed that poslticn, Wa hai A1) lived apd fought togsther
snpugh By thsn to lmow how edch would resct to warlouo altuatliong
under fire. GCecperfticn waa inmatinetivae, nob enferced by dutherity.
Mas amd I shared the responsibllity of tha sgtusl physicil leader-
ahip from then on, untll dsc tock over the mortar aguad hlumself,

whan 1 moved over toc ths H.Z Squad in February.

Ao ro-SE/
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e wate surposed to be ra::ut-i.ng during those days, but o
training scheduls was in opdep igiin, after nev equipoent had
been L3sued, ard mors peplacemsnta had Yelped the rinka. Tha
moat waludble parts of that training scheduls wera the fiala
problems which wers planned to Blve both the new and old aan
an ldes of the kind of fightine they coull expast acon in the

eRoW-odicuflagsd Ardsnnes foraati,

Te batter ajapt the man and vahislpn foruing tha striking i I e o
pover of the Divisicn to that type of terrain and tha type -, : Sk
of fighting anticlpated, 1t wag dacilded to orsvats in soall, : 2 : . H
ggplf-sufficlent, "task-forees ", which becs2gs 8 gounon werd in 5 .
cur BActlea fron then on. The slssants feroln- theas Mask s f'“ ""*".'"'l-.- o~
Toroas " varled with the altuaticn ard teprdain, but the waual {E":-' 1‘-: \E’r‘ ,-L'# >

dat-up wa3 & gooblnatlon of two acocmpanisa of infantey, tws I"L\l
-cﬂm]:.'-n!l.a-i of tanls, one or mors platcons of T.D.'s, tweo 5
platocns of enginesprs, an?! one or 20rs batterlies of aslf- )
progelled Artil_sry. For the fleld problzmas, only cng cod-
piny of infantry, one platcon of tanks, 2nd cne pliatoom ef
angineears wWers uged, %3 wa hail to opapate on & anAll-gcils
problem,

Tach cospany intthe Battalion took turns at acending a
day out in tho wooda &nd snow drifts, hunticg down lmaginiry
Wazis, But, & peallatis note was added, for the ared selscted
for the problsms was within sight apd hedring of artillery
Mt e busats " om thes front line a few @ilas away, The problecs

wers not tims-wasted, for thay 4id maks u3 reillze how lucky




we wara to be only luagining Gem&ns hidins in the pine wooda
BurreunRlng us meat of tha time, Wa all apprecisted that
raspits from the Bulge fightlng, and we resented the laplice-
tiona in Col, Ressbausn's words when ha told us that all weuld

be wall in the "hear futuse " 1f we used as much aggresivepgas

apd initlative &3 wia ahcwn durling tha "fighting" of theae
problana,

Wa male the moat of the lmat days apent in Higclr, resting
as much 43 pesaibles for tha raturn to the atpucgla, "Hagaho®
intrecduced himaself to the new =an of A Co. at & formal mestlng,
plving them an ldea cof what wes expected of thea, and Alang
pasaing on to them the history of ocur Diwlslon in which wa todk
go zuch priis. We came away from the ssaling with the lopreaslon
that 4 Cp. was in goed herds, even though "Wawaho" was tha cmly
a¥parianged offlcer ln our occapany &t that tize, exgeriing hia
exoputive officer, Lt. Oreswall. Ths new offige=s who had
Jjoined us at Hazmolr were alaa lntpoduced to tha Coapany; Lis.
Ford, Reed, Gruniy ani Refera, It was aloost sn entirely new
Aa. that would leaye for the froot a short tloe hence,

The day bafors we laft, the supply highway piasing theoush
Hamole wis gpowisd with conveys of men and vehinlea heading up
tha hill cut of town towapds the sEat, The predours ¢f Alllsd

power wa3 glocalng in on the Wazis, compelling thea tao fall back

alowly towirds thaiy Siegfrisd Line. That retreat wad Loo

orderly to ault Allled H.&, but 1t was costing the Mazis, -—

B up turn U0 oore
ans ug, —- & lapga totsl in Ben and equipmsnt. OCur tu

-
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up, too, Beazed nsar at hard, ‘E?

It waa, farm ths orde= caos the noXt scrnlng! Back on

the Balf-tracks we atrapped our blanket rolls and ouasstts
bags, and 8ltér rushing threugh 5 1ast het noon aesl, the
gonvoy of "Task Porcs Rhea ™ ooved alowly, and regreatfully

cut of Himolr. Georges amd his wife we=o there to wive

.,.
El

goodbys to wa, ahouting "bonms chaince™ an wa posaed them
atanding @long the road, Though they could not ba tcld, Vg b - 8
of coursae, I am surs they knaw whieh dirscilon ths Diwlaion -
was heading,

From Hamelr we followed the CQupths River north through
Zaneux until within a8 shert distanes of Lisge, than turned
past towazeda Vervlars, It was unuaually pcld that day, and
1t was negessdry fopr Mag And me to talke turnd in the carp
gommande='s position to avcid ending up with frozen faces
apd hania, The tarpaulins wers pulled bagk on 211 the hall-
traoks, 8o that ths mEchine guns and men eculd be ready for
aption in sass of ailw attack, for the Luftwaffe had been
drawn out from its hiding places during the Bulgs, 3o, 8ll
ths =sn 1n the vear of gach half-tpick wers 4lsoc expodad Lo
tha too-fresh air on that bitter Janusry aftscncocon.

s piosed some British tankers in & small willlage norikh ef
Eaneux, They wore standing alongaide theipr Shersan tonks,
Junping sbout &nd poundling one anothar in cpdar to gat ward
befora po-antaring ths refrigsrated intarleora of thelp tanks

and continuing towards the front. We ran into tha Eritiash

fraquantly thoae diys, fopr our Division waa3 pieced in agtlon

So -ro—S5/
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alonz the morthern flank of ths Gorasn Bulge which wea unles
the command of donty. It seamsd Ilke Hollaed dsys agaln to ba
under British over-111 command, though wa wers atlll Attashsd
to tha 0.3, lat Army.

In Vervlara the convey haltsd for about & half-hous, and
we hid & chamge to fesl again the gratitude of thoss Balglona
Tor The work that thas Allied armiss wWeers dolng to hurl bask
"lea Boghea", a3 they 2till eallsd the Gespzun imvadera. Woaen
rin out to effar us hot scup anl coffes, or glasses of Cognic.
3lnce food was always sadpger 24 tewns grev lapge=, 1t wias 4
radl adcrifice fop theu to glve up any of thelr preclous
raticna, We thinked tham as beat wa sould, &nd than began Lo
halp & small Balgian boy show=l the anow &nd ice froa his
aidavalk, bBoth ag a further geature of our Appraclaticn, and
alac a3 an groellant war to wira up & bBit before rollinz on
agnin, Tha yourfiter laughsd &nd sputtared &wiy in & streda
of Franch, thoroughly Aoused at the wigopous asnner in which
gur aguad attacied the anow 3nl les, e finlabked the job in
no time, &rd were aprplivded ard ghesrsd by 2 Eroup of towns-
people, - acae con 3kla, - who had gatharad to watch ua,

That £un wia intserupted by ths order to “load 'ea up ™,
amd cnes more the golumn of wahicled @cwed fopward. Thia
tlas the poute wia traced out of Ye-wiems along 4laest lapaas-
dbla pountey roads gouth towirds tns villugs of 3tap, our
tunsdists objsativa. Oylight faded into eirly darknsaa,

diffisult to find & gafpe way through

atlking it that auch acre
rosdo.

the snow Arifta that had buried tha cutlines of the

- 1‘_
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Wa inched forward slowly with only suall "sat_ays " biask-
out 1ights to ide tify mspesats ves.cled froa the long
shadowy ecluzn of ou- convoy. These llghts falled to hels
at 41l in llghting up the read, so 4t wis nsssssary Lo walk
in front of the hslf-tricks, directing the drivar by volce
and hind aignala to keep him frem eniing ur in the ditohas
along the roid. siora than ones thke convoy halted, whils
snothas wehlcle wis sallsd up fo pull the vigtio bisk on tha
0%,

Atar saveral houra of that scrt of thing, wa psisheisup
daatinatlon. dospandsz and I, plud Lt., For-3, cur naw Flitoon
Leddar, began &t once to gsdreh for howasa cr» barnm3 in whish
to billat tha Flatoon im 3ter. In grits of the vaual escnfligta
and codpetltlion wWlth othar platoond to fipd Mpace, we [inally
ran Agross & lapgs birn that sseasd auffieclantly spaclous Lo
houaa the whola 21 Flatoon. In the houwas alonsalidls the barn,
g as~ticn of AAN gunnersd hadl alesady talan ur ouirtars wWith
thy parmission of the Bslgiar fasily which had had & =coa to
dpars. We reachsd an agresdsnt with the farger Lo blllat all
55 man of the Flatoom im hias hay loft, after balns inatructsed
not o sooia Whlle anidé ths barn.

The wvehlcled wers pirked alongaids the barn or under tha
tpasa thit Beordersd the flalda pesarby. We wqrfﬁhxhkful te
hive bsen able to roll up in our blinksta appredd out on the
hay that might, 83 the= harsh winds had vhipped us 4 pagulan
blizzard cuts'de, Theas stindins guird 1% night could even

wapa up tn the kltchen aftar standl=g git 1n the pold for tWO

r:' }-’L b I‘:‘b&
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houra At & tlas, Ao 1t was an 14eal situsticm. Dode den
grafarred to slsep in with the cows to ohars tha heat of thols
fat bodiss by curling up in the hay alongsids of thaa,

Juit hev long we ware to remaln in 3tar befoss raturning
to the fromt 1lme we didn't knov from day to 43y, Ye could
enly live amd arjoy our relative cosforta whiles thay laated,
e ware parhira five to elght miles behind ou~ fromt lins
vhen flpat arriving in 3ter. That astlastas could be asds
without locklpg at the map, for thare wera 105 wn. batteries
logatad & ghort distance in feont of w8 and 155 om. aslf-
propalled guna firlins away 8 ahort hike behint 3ter, oSy
knowing the rianges of those guns #nd the usu2l distange behind
cur lined frou which they fiped, It w23 possibls to adks &
Tal= satimate.

Ftandlng guied &t night, we could ses the brilliant flaahes
of artillery firs 21l over the countryaide arouni 3ter. The
pine-topped hills wa-e ailhouetted with each bright exploalon,
and the following thunder of eagh battery's fir= rumbled back
apdl Terth frod ome hill te anothse to diatueb the anow-uuffled,
reagefull, gquist of those hills and walleys. Often, whan tha
Aptillsey was ailent, we covld beas the ssrls howling of Jarry'a
S npesaing-nsenies " &y thay 8ailed through the nlsht ale to
eragh arcund the holesdof our man in tha fromt linas, 50, tha
pew man had @& chance to ledrm soms of the sounds of battle
whils attsapting to enjoy life and relax in the codparatlvely

padsaful atacaphera of our S3ssably arasd in 3tar,
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Durlng the days, we taat-Ciped ocur WeApcnd, recalved mowrs

equirasnt and supplies te replace thoss leat &t e, Vith, apd
attespted 1o prapira cursslyes amd the vahislea Tow wintesr
warfiras. The latter conaloted of whita-washinz the tanks apd
'halT-tracks with malted anow amd whita-wdah, and making ancw
aults for ourselvas out of the =zttrass covers that had been
rushed up to ua for the enmsrgensh. (3o2ecne along ths aupply
line had arpirantly failsd to antlclpats ths peed of Froparly
simpuflized clothing for winter fightling.)

The mattrass covers wWare cut to malks holes for head and
arad, 4pd then shortensd to maks & kmea-langth gSrosnt. The
atripa of whita cloth left ovar from the apm glita wers
daved to be wrapped dspcund the arms theaselwedi. The Satarlal
3arad whan tha ski-t was shortened was used to cover tha atesl
heloat With hat-atyles o ault ipdiwidual tastes. edlns re=-
sgabled that of the Frensh Leglonnilre, with snoush hinging down
behlrd to hidé the neck vl breik up the cutlins of wmy head
;ni.hgl;atl and &lao to keep anow froo getfing down uy neck.
Tha apow-3ult wis looss and baggy snough to parult even 2
large m3in to wear his amsupition belt, cantesn &rd showval
urdsrnsath tha white cove=inz, with cniy 2 single bandoleer af
amnuniticn slunz on the outalde, rasdy for uda.

Esgldes wehlelas ard ocurdslves, Lt wi3 necessdry to
pamouflaze weapond 24 well, Sois splectsd white-wash dgain,
others uded tha laft-owar blta of mattresas covers Which wera

fastaned on with otrips of adhsaiwve tape fros J11 Fottar'a
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medloal suppliss. Jia, himself, had a largs red croos
Filnted om ths front of his own astress cover, and & flap
of whits oloth plnned on abowe it, B0 &3 to andble Bia to
hida thy tell-tals rad c-oss until closs sncugh to tha
Jeprled to endbls hin to rely on the supposed Llmsunlty 1t
gave hizc whiles performing flrst ald.,

Whils wa odoouflaged curaslves &nd the half-traska,
the gaan from the platoon of 1light tanka, vwho alags ahired
tha ba=n with ug, Wers busy white-washing thelr taniks op
checlkting the Jetord to Dake aurs that all would ba ready
to aowrs out scom.

Tach night, tha squad leaderd, Jla denendez, Lt. Ford
1nth. Hamns» of tha licht tanks, would gathss arcund the
mips to lsasn how the agtlom was gelng &b the front froa
reports glven Lt. Hammss 2t Lt, Jol, Rhsa's task force
unlt comzsndera’ meatiwnz. <ach olght we walted grisly io
ymow by the exprasalon op Lt. Himmer's fidga a3 he antarad
tha dAgoy whathse or not tha chfilg day would fipd us on
ths way up to the fightinc. Woem the word Wia good, wWa
would sattls back into & "bull sesaion”, "talking of anyihing
that cazes to our minds anl rajeleing that the barn wiunld
dhalts= y3 cma aors nlght, It wad partipularly fltilng that
ickzgss arriwved 3t that tiss, including the

gona Shriataids p

quantitiss of nuts sant 1o 28. Thay helped ua to calsbriato

the zood nawd eich night wa ataysi im Ftar.
Ona 3upday @orning, 3 4ay cr 30 bafora we laft that

t T
411ags, church gapviasa dWera held 1n the attic ©

Ealglan ¥
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4 gsmardl astora, ap crowisd togstha~ upndar the beaus,

edgar Lo B%ks part in the last sssvine tafo-s patupnlne to

a2tlon. Cus dred waaz atill within artillery rangs of the
¥azls' guns, but only a faw shells had burat nais us racantly,
4 Lt was Telt that the plal of o g3tharing sush as that was
worth takinz, T beliawve it was that smae alftennoon, Jjust ag
wa wara finlshing evanirz ehow, that 1t, Jel, Thad, capt,
Froed, And Lt. Hew tu-ned ur to prassnt sooe awards to
@aabars of A 3ﬂ: who had besn in actlon &t 3t. Vith in
Neceabar. "Wiraho (Capt, Wnitagan), Jim Fotter, T/9gt.
ftout, amd I weare cdlled cut befora Lt, Ool. Thes that
aftarnoon. Jim 2nd "avaho " paceived long-crve=-dus oltaticna
for thair exoellsnt work, which hal Zone unrecognized offici-
1lly on 8o adny different coccdalons wntil then, but ths Fast
that 1 WI!PEI&Ctﬂﬂ to receive anything, whan so many really
gocdman whe deserved rectenltlcon zot nethins, will alwsya
mzke e fael gulltr. Jease Taldwsll'a armd Lt. Juated's panss
were on the 1lst, too, but thse firmer wia wounded and hospital-
lzad, and the latter was pisaling ln astlon. Liter, Lt. FoOrgas
and "™onnie " Wiatroskl alac recelved awards for thair good
darvices durins the lat Battla of 3t. With.

Thet good 11fe souldn't lest foraver, do aftew four or

fiva daya thera, Wo wora toli to prepars to move out latas
one aftarncon. The routs By whish wa ware to reach the
finil assambly ares before attacklnsg had baen cowared tha

day befors by Lt, Hammar ln cns of his light tanks. Ha

¥ 'F‘w i !
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warnsd u3d that it would bBe a riaky telp, eapeclally an
attezpt to cfesp forward on thods hilly roads in tho dask,
Wa haaded north frog Sie- & ahord way, tock scas back
poada gadt, amd finally turned scuth in the gonaral dirsction
of 3t. Vith., Juat bafors leaving, the sserst of oup fipal
oblectlve had been drolken. Wa hed felt for dcds tlims that
that partleoulsr town had besn rese-ved for thes peturn trlp
of the Tth A.D.. Sawvaral other units, incliding the lat and
Zoth Divialcond wera already fizhting through tha wooda towarda
gur oblactiva. We Wera to pass through thelr llnss 2nd puah
through the last five or alx miles into St. vith itaslf,

Wa had progresssd abcut half-way to the next cblastiye
before dirk. Than tha fun begin, -- sSkidding and slitharing
up &ﬂé down wlndlns roada through the plos-corered Ardannes
hillis, often with steer praclploes berdarling $he roadl Tha
Oivislon enzinesrs ware out ahsad af tha convoy to fuard
bpidges and help ths half-tpacks and tanka make tha grade up
ths worat hills by soittering what gravel could ba found 1n
front of the advancing coluan, No lighta eould ba used, of
gourda, &3 cur routs could be cbierved froom the sip, L not
frow the snomy's ground posltiona as well. "Bull-dozaer " tanks
{oadium tanks witk a large blade suspended Lln front of thea)
vare sgnt to the head of the convey to help clesr tha deep
anew Arifts from the roada hldden bansath.

Ilewlr but surely, "ask Forod hea” resched the 3now-

blinketed fislds not far froa Walsoed whera we Wmoa to reoaln

r -'I " :." < o .
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until mornleg. The orders ware to slesp in the vehicles that
might &nd Bs prepared to move up just before dayn, -- which
wis not Dora thim & Faw ahopt hours Away by tho time we had
bulled cur way theowgh the 13at anow drift, Thoss that wishea
ate & E-ratlon amd then attampted to peat & bit., (enough has
been s2id alpesady about the chinces of resting in a hilf-tragk]
but 1t wig a batter deal than stanilng wiatch in & hole in the
gnow that nlght. Toa Splakacn, whoe had jolned ths sortar
aquad in Hamoir, chose to rell up in his alseping bag cut in
uﬁg anow., I was afpald ke would ba TeoZan Ln & shopt tioe,
but &pparently enough snow fell on top of hiz %o kssp him
wapn, for though almoat scapletely congealed by the tlas we
laft, be was atlll lo gecd shapse.

While much of our eguipment waa inddequate for ona
pelion or dnother, the sacret of keeplng &t leaat falrly wara
those days wis not 30 much ths quality of the clothing worm,

put the muantity of it, The 1lst is 2 it ataggering for any—

T
cna acguainted with that gresteat of a1l outdoor aports, --

wintew Tightiog in the infaniry.
T¢ Begln with, ths average man put on two 50% woolen
arndl one or two palrs

poon ha had

updapdrawera, two or threa uplarahirts,

of waolan stockings (depending on how much axtra

The next layar usually conslsted of at leat

in hla shossa).
. and a4 3.I. oweatar. Than

two 0.D. woolen trousers and ahirta,

jacketa {two whan
-gff just above the knaas

ooat waa worn)
cage ope op two Tleld ne over

amd sither an overcoat (usually eut




to parait freer lag action) er & short length ssckinaw,

Soas, insluding yeurs truly, alao wors & palr of whlts-
wihed, actton, "atigue " trousesa cver tha 0.0.'s for the
deuble gurpéda of hiding the legs 2nd kesp.ing ancw froa
getiling down inaide ocwapahoas whish ué;q wWorn over ragulation
§.1. shoa3. ([3hould any sncw get insida cva=shoes, body hpat
would melt 1t when exsrclalng, and the reaultins aclatura,
goabined with pe-apiration, wouwld ba sueh zops ilkaly to
ciude feet to fresza at night whils standing guard in & fox-
hele.] GOn hia head, the average nan wors & G.I1. wool kmit
eap undar hiag nealaoet, anfi ope or tWo palrs of gloves on hia
handa. L&aat but not lgagt, cdze ths white, hoos-nods, anow-

ault, ard all of his flghting soulpment. That acunis lllks ap

Iipressive cuintlity of olothing, but it atill 414 not kessp the

Wadrar Wira at nlght vhen not Tigzhtine cp dlgping 4 fox-hole,
Thas ghiaf ‘complaint was that our clothing was too bulky ani
Badyy for the wiemth that it give, whlle being anything but
witar-repallent 3t the 2a2s tize, Gloves wapas Slagrably
inadequate at fipst, and only sllghtly laproved later on,
Foot-wedr waa too hedvry 2nd lasked sufflelent witer-pecofing

quilities. And so it want, For the llat of cosaplalpta oifarad

By foot solilerns wad &2 leng oma.
Juat befors Aaylizht tha mext mornins,vWe guided tha nalf-

tragks bick on the roa’ and headed in the dirscticn of Waiaea.

Tntering the tewn wa pazsed the usual signtd asen in an area

altusted lddediatsly bahind the linme. Artlllery gun orews in

N R
N
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the Tislds on althar gtid -
B of ths road ware fussingz with thaip _E!-

Zund & !
Sun d Azuunlitlon, Wilting to fira; Je=ps earpying offiders

slutohing O3p3 pa3sdad back and fo=th Alons the road; gseisal

Jespa cr tha mawer "wanselg" (full-trocksd wohleoles ulsd fop

SVASUALinS woundied apg cirrylng surplied)vwhipped by us sappy_
1ng cdauslitlies to the hauss 1n towo oarked by 4 pedogposa
flag, the Battalion ALl 3tation, and Jeaps drawinz trallaca

for brloeling - icng n
r bBringlng wate-, raticns, and aaso ur te Ltha aan ur it the . o

front, wara runnlng bually back ard forkh in both divecticona, b f .. !I L
We aaw ocpgaslontl shouldaw ;.'«.':-::h;:- cf the units crardiling in ~ ¥ A
thit arsd with w3, the lat amd 30tk "ivl aloma. ":

L ghert pause by the road lsad Ing to the frent, ant thanp p F:\‘ pa {D:r"k. 8
on &galn paat the seonsa of mugged fichtins bstwesn Waluies C'EIJ -;: _‘.ﬁ , "
and Theptung, whers the half-trde'ta waes te ladws us, YWa ‘-u,_ %‘1‘:"‘

" 3

Fi23sd throush pine woods that wera bidly rippedhind tcorn by
Flying sheapnel, passed quarstitics of frozan desd Eapsly
wisible in the drifts, pagsed ocposalonal shattarsd fapw houssa,
pasdad tia blagkanzid bhulksd of Ge-23n and Warilcan tanka. On=
Fherain tank had sunk in & pool that auat net hHave besan desen
by lta d=ivew, Only thas gun 2nd turpst could be ssen abors
tha lca and apow: 1t locked like 3 gredt anlail caurht in & trap.

Hy tha 32811 villagea of Eberting and Evelang we unlcadad
frou the wahigles apd atarted cut.on foot towidpds the willags
of I!eldanba-g, perhars twe 2iles away. The snow was packed
hard to ﬁE‘.apth of nairly thras feet on ths lewvarl (when A&

lavel atpateh was fourd) amd up to aix or asven feet in deifts.

o ~ro-55/
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It 13 needlesa to sa&y thitl progréss on foot was alow, hapd
work, Hen in the lead who broks tha tralla for others to
Tollow hid to ba rallavad avary 50 yards op so, axcart whan
Ws Wers 411 able to walk in the ruts laft by the tinks that
Sonetlies want Ahedd of ua to crosa Sren 3tratchsa da gquieckiy
43 podsibla, ao as to ayold bBalng spotted by Jorey'a F.o. 'g
up 8head,

Wa arrivsd in Neiienbers 2 coupls of houra afte- leaving
?Fgrting, goly to fipd that a platcen of gup 1light tanks haa
ilraidy captured tha teown ant the twanty or thipty Garoans
that h%2 bean found thewa. It waa nacasadsy fop ua to glaar
the houses to z3ke surs no atray snipers resaainsd to annoy
us aftes Avk. The tinka in the task fopoe moved in to taks
up dofenaive positicons alengaide housss on the cutskirts of
the willage, Fart of sach of the two Dompanles of infantry
hat to mova out of town to tha opan ridgss on cur aXpoaad lsft
flank and front, but our platoon reasined as part of &
ragervad held in resdiness in Geldenberg.

Cur aquad ccourpled &n sapty house on the esrtern edgs

of town, Bcroas the atreet frou cbe of ths 3hersan tinks. Wa
had bagun 1o salsct podlticns fro2 which the approachess could
ba sovered beat, when the flrst German ahells exploded neirby
te inform ua that the snsay wias quits awars of cur aXipgt leoga-
tloma. HNor did that fact surprlass u3 anyl

Zetween incoming barriges we wersdbls to poke ﬂ"“‘::[‘i RO

houted and soon disdgovarad that many of the willazars ln
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Neldenbarg hid bagp Fro-Gemmin, Thay, thansslves. wera mo.

¥har# to be saan, put senvioting avidance had been loft

bahind, SarsTully hidden under innozent-locking clothing ip

o bBuredu drawver woma Fazi flaza am brassards, and in ancthap

room ware founi asvesal Asapipanp uniforzs, probably for egplion-
Bga work behind cur lines., Fips Arzas Wora dlac gellected, ag
ware gquantities of Goraan Aray aqulrmsnt thit 1.-.3.:1 bean abap-
doned By the retraiting Wazia in thalr hastea,

While rummaging about in thas ‘:‘J:}u 18 then occupied by oup
aquad, I dsslded to uie some of Lha unu-.lual-lp claan white
wvirdow curtiins te take the plaese of what was laft of the
dirty &nd torn mattresa acver whish I hail Daan wadring., Theag
did the trick; twe hole cnes ewithed arcumd my bedy, ang
half-of-cne arcund oy helmet!

The only thinzs we hai to wopry about that night wers tha
ocogadlonal artillery ahella Jerry aent over tc Kegy cur napya:
on mdge. Cthapwlas, 1t waz a4 gulet nisght,

In the morning, & battalion froo tha 821 Mrbopss took
crer Deldeanbers, and we moved over to ancther small town & faw
miles to the weat. Theps we walted all the roast of that day
and night while Combat Conzmand B of the Tth A.D. Attacked ard
rleared tha town of Poen, south of our new losatlon. Ths
Tivislon'a plan of advance had to be followed parafully, so
23 to Avedd conflicts Among the unita forsling lta atelking
powsr, Tach unit's task hod to be coopdinated with that of

Henoa ths delay in 0.C0."A'"a advanca,

angther on its [lank.
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whom 1t esemed that ou- omly SPRoaitlon wis sporadic mectap gl
——

and Aprtilllary fi=a feon 4N ana@y aseskinz an cerdsrly withdpawnl

to odve hig reaalalng strength. It had boan 883% golng for ug

Up Lo that point, 2ounting out tha nitusal elegsanta, which WErS no F r

8m3ll part of ths conflict., C.o

- "BY, howsver, haq tougheys

CFEQditlon im and spoing Borng .80 it wAs not until the Tollowing

derning thiat wa could Fush cnm agailn erodd-gountey towieda 3%,

with, y Sl

The plan of attack thit day called for the infantry’s i e
ridlng on the backs of the tanikca until enzountsring oppooi- &
tlem Or until passing through dense woods which @ids nasesdacy
2 protective scpesn of foot scldises to guard ths thin-skinnad
iherdin: fpco pedalbls ambush by ¥ azis armed with thelp FOWar-
ful antl-tank bazookas, The idas w3 that we would be aore
raated after a gpesdiar advancs up to the cblective, Which g | gy o
weuld be taken un Tfoot with tha tanks glving aupporting fire
ararheid froa gonoealed poaltlons behind us..

Ths advantizes =ilned in riding o tank intc battla warg
as follows: (1) 4 mora peatful apd sops rapid approazh, (2)
Hora fipspowsr te ba had proaptly when nesdsd fop auprert of
the infanteyla attack, (3} The warmth given off by the tank

enzines., The disadvintages wero thesa: (1) The nolsa of tha

engines mads Lt lopcasible to hear the sopesma of lncoming
2halls. (2} The inabllity to gst off the woving tiank whan
ghalls started lamding tco cleosa for gsonfort, (3} Mo chinee
for 8 gurpriss attack.

; 3 23 ol i to b
3o, upon hedring of the new wsthol of advince -]
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saployed that day, we had slxsd fasling, with a general dia-
1iks for tha whole businesa Tindlly bscezlng accapted a3 ths
wota of the majority.
Tha pouts of aiyance led through Tal hnb-arz. amd out
past a atretch of plne wooda waieh had bean atdscked Apd
glai=ad by ancther battalion from tha BE21 befora dawn that

gernlng. In Deldanbarg, We 3ta; (ed lon3 encush for un to

panaw Goqualnténoes with agas dsn froa ha f21 Alrborne Y
Whow I had helped traln whils ssrving a1 4 sddrazan back | > -‘.""I k. E.’
ip tha 3tates at CSaar cpoft, I had nardly eXpestad io maat -.::_‘. 1 5
thed azaln while fighting in the Acdenmas. e chattad by ;.
4 Tisa tho=a for a Cav oinutes, da~ting intc ths nasightoring l:'l?., |
sow birn avary Llma 8 gnell whistlsd im to ceaah eloae-hy. \"

g

Gna landed in the parpvard, killing gavaral ¢f the aowid,

Ths tank engined tupnad-oyae nolally, ani wa -:‘.z.ilfzergi

up on the backs of gu= chirgerd oncs more, Tha tima e

advyancad gulte 4093 Alstance ovar Lhe sountprilda 2ald

ashed 3 low @arshy spot on

ooaxslonil shalifire untll wa T2
33 to ba

$1f1eial paiiresd rldzs that b

o Jtawrird | CF’

githar aide of Bn 3T

2gwaral tonks and the T.0.'s hal bopged-down oy

ap wa laft the t3nks again &rd adwanced Up

& wait Tor the tankd to mans

crogsed.

the tide wWB aprplvad,
wrar iround tha

the next hill on foot &

obatasla wa badt Lhay mould. What appedred Lo hiye bagn @

hidden Gerodn tank orF 3.F. [self-propellad gur} spottesd tha
digtpeasing aituaticon ouz tanks wars 1n 2nd gpaned Tire frow

- [}
long Tanse on our flank, Aaick astion by the platoon of T.0.'8 3



howewar, @lthsr put tha sulprit out of Actlicn or scdred hlam

of f before any of our tanks had been Hit. Ths T.T.'s terriflc

gp mm. guna shook tha h1llslde whara we lay walting 1n tha
ancw, Bnd we falt peassured to have such zcod support.

doon aftar that, ascst of ths tanka aide tha grade up to
whapa Wa 1lay, and we then resvmed our forzer poaltiond Aa
+idgrd. A solumn of B2 paratroopers could be asen Worklog
up through ths woods on our left, and a ascluan from the
myigz Ged Cne" Divialcn was on the right, 83 wa pontinusd
the advance wnils mounted on tanks Tor ancther ateratch.
But we accn pasaed up these twe Morsening forces ™ on the
flanks, &nd 1t was neesssary to dlsmount apdl 4owve through

tha anoW-1l3dan brapchea of ths tall pinea con sithar aide of

our tank coluan that edzed forward in ghept, fast rushes
along an old trail.

After continulng 1ln that minner until wa ware oo

afhauated Lo move apothsr atap, Task Foree ke, Ipd by &

ng in ths dark woods that had to
Whila

Ao, sama to a large oleard
ed to get in closer to 3t. Tith.

anlcs moved off the trall to

B gmosaed AT wa want

Wa géught our breath and ths t

g tha eaige of ths wools behind

dAsploy alen
¢ alona Acroad the white ield

ths 24 Flatoon atartsd ou

towarda another pétoh of wooda Lhat Wes salasted a3 the mext’

They wars to fire @ faw ahot3 when about half-

obisctiva.

way, acroas tha f1a11 in order to draw firn, Lf peasible, and

expods the aneay. Whan they had gons about two hundred

us, two sceuta fpom

yards,
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they draw no firs, but could ses savaral GarZin vahioles
partly concedlsd in the woods Ahsad.

i fl'll”'h'av shots drew no reply, 1t wis deaided to haye
4 Co. continue the sttask on foot; whils the tanks Fired oves
our heals in support froa the weoda. *fe staggared out Croao
the trees, firlng from the hip a3 we zcved Torward, fightlng
the apow Lo advianca 43 faat A3 posalble, The tanks growled
eut froa the pines behind us to joln in tha attask, with
all guns bBlazlng. "With ths moptir squad in tha 1a&d, we
glosad ln on the patsh of wools ahead of us wlthout apy
ca3usltlad, for our showers of bullets and tank flps had
drayn no amaward frcy the Gorzan3. In fagt, the oply Hazia
in the wislnliy wers latsr found hldling in the csllay of &
badly danaged firmhovse on the eige of the wooda., The only
g poalticon caas Lo the fopm of zeveral well-diranted artillery
ghella that wounded acime Men in the 24 Flatcon, aacng tha® ons
of t9s two fcouta who hid zade the peoechnaissance balfors Ours
Attack.

To be able to throw bask the coenter-attdek that aseasd
1ikaly any sement, A To. begin 4t once to 41z in en & defan-
alra lins along the douthern sdga of tha plna woods Just
eaptursd. In the meantios, otha-a3 chau}:ad: tha abindonsd
Wazl vehlclaa fer onipera amd collscted tha prisomerad hiding
The tanks moved vp into dafanalva poaltiona

in the callar.

behind ocur new 1ine. Tha day had brought anicthar good advanda

toward the final objastlis, 3t, Tithi After gatabliszhing son-

g tio
£ast with the othse platoona cn oup laft, ¥a gattled dowm
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the work of dizsing two-man holea. In frozen sround that
taak could Turnish two man with snoush work Lo kaep thaa e
wirn for asvaral hours, sdch taking turna with the ghovala or ?
ghort pleks aarrlsd on thair balta. Woen ths hole waa dug,
oma @An Would lie down 4t a4 tlas to try to pest fep an hour
while his partrne= stood guard at the other end of ths hols.
It wia almoat lapessible to relix, both bacauss of the
parvoud tensicon always pragent in frent line duty, and also -
becauds of the penetratinz cold that kept us shaking 3o mueh S8 9
that anow £lakes had dlfficulty clinglng to cur slothing,

Wa had hasrd 4t Iter that men ln cther dlvislena had
tried gronades or ons-pound Blocks of T.M.T. %o halp Gham
plast eut tha baglnninza of a fox hola. Ealng 2keptledd,

wa hadl axperlaosnted with beth dethods 3% Itgr, 4nd founi thaa
P upaatiafactcory, 20 ths greniled garsplsd alonz on cur balta

wara daved for thale griginally-intenied uded, ard the T.MN.T.
half_tpaecka. Lt wa3 dgrasd

ploeka wer:=left behind witn ths
that 1% would hiys basan fooclish te diasloss the exXset poallicond

whepa our foxboles wers fo hows psan dug by waating @ granads in

4 futile attengt to rerstrdata tne frozen ground. Tha iaprovisatlicn

aad ro aRortoout &t alll

A ftar atardlng guard all night in theas plne Wooda near

3t. Tith, we praparsd to gove Up azain the next acralng, for
apother of our taak Foroed nad aeme into that gector to rollave
p&. The next missien of Taslr Fo=ce Thep wWas Lo &CVE back tha WAy we

h’s".lcﬁulc: fer & ahort diatince, than off through tha woeda: towlrds
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Fusnnizen Lo anothar asdgobly ared bafocra the final a.ssz.uat.
gn L, With, ltaslf,

Cur column advanced along roads and tralls cut th-oush
the Ardsnnes Pinea, while belng followed all the time by a
apall sub thaﬂuutjl..:urr plans that cirsled back and fopth,
akiading ths troe topd t2 keep ud ln aight., Wa prasumad that
an Asapiodn Wad opsrating the plans, but the accuracy of tha
¥azl artillary shalla that alac followed ud cauted deoubt, It
would net hive been loprobable thait the plins was sgcuting for
ga-1ap batte~ies, for gaveral of cup 2rtillesy cbasrwation
plinas hid besn captured pravicusly during the fi=at daga of
tha Bulpe Tishtinc,

‘long ona woeds roii wa Tan into two pattearies of BB ma,'s

t¥at hid besn abiniensd by thelr forser ownerd, togebhar wWith 4

large aupply of Baounltlon that was stdckad in nadd piles  Just
G thy poad, It gesaed quesr, but datialylor, Lo paaa by thos=
ipnz-barrellsd, dresaded 88's whon thay wWara in such & gulet and

pasgeful wocd, Dor olzhi of thoss guna, cinned by deterulined

prews, coull have hald up the attacl for mo shori Llas.

Whan perhips & thougand yards fros Husnnlesn, e tu=ned

gouth along tha edgs of 8 plearing whare wa Jolned & coluan

of dol, Waapla's 17th Sattalion's Shesaan tania. We phused

plan for ths fimnal gttagk on 3t. Vith was

thepa untll tha
~dug holes while ths tinkara 38%

ceaplated . deguphing inm hal?

patisntly in their white tanks, wa ate anow to quench our thirat

ana waited fr ths naxi acve forwapd, Cut im the flald wWara
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savardl of cur tanks that had besn hit while atteapting to
go ovar tha open crest of thes hill Trco tha top of which
1t was poaslible to leok dewn to 3t, Vith. In edch waa at
lssat ons ugly, bligk-rlmmed hele theough which an B8 mm,
ahall hid plased to et on fire the ammunitlon 4nd gascline
inside, Thair whits sampuzlaze was solled Bndl blackened by
ths Tirea Which Ware 3till crackllng anil sputtaring. :
Shoptly after noon, we moved up 4gain, together with
the tankers, and dashed across an open atrateh of deap anow
betwsan two patghes of wooda, TDuring that cresalng, the
far=ips gpen=d up ¥ith an A-T gun frod sclewhera on tho laft
flank, Luck was wlth us, #o all mads ths cppoaite oids wafely,
sAgar 1o take cover ln tha ¥ooda azain.
Hhile the tanks =Soved Terward aa gulatly &3 & ocoaopany
8 tanks gan move, into & flring lins foraatlcon on the edga
of ths zines overlocking the 800 yards of low, axpoaed, groumd
betwaan u3 and the firat houses on tha northern s1da of Tt.
f Co. en ouwr right, paused

¥ith, wa of A Co,, 8npd the men af -0

to peat bsfora tha last #aaault,
at that point that I found it ilmpeomaible Lo g0 o0
I

It waa

any further. The 1imit of epjurdnce hid been raiohad.
tupnsd cyer the leaderahip of cur aqusd te "Mac® Melermobl,

who 414 4 far better job than I could havye avar dcons, TRKLDE

Jim Potte-'s adwice, I paniined bohind when the Flatoon
: # ;
junped off in tha atyaslr  agaln led by our mertar® aguad. 1%

fups Wi3d redlly just Zpothar rlfla 8 quad .

W # 3111 witheut a aortar,




w33 not untll abeut an hous and & half ianar thiat I got control
of mya=slf onge Sore Ard headsd lnte 3%, Vith alone. Dusing
ghat tiza T hid sat in the 1Tth Tank Battallon radic half-teuck
vhils Lt. fol. Rhea dirscted his attack, and finallganncunced
jubilaptly that hia 23d'as Task Foroe qhea Wiz ths fipdt unli o
ra-anta® tha town, right on schaduls. Froz theare I roda back

to Husnnigen, whara I -wandsred about for & while bBafeprs- ecol-
iscting myself encugh te inquire frod A.8.4: 8 Ool. Triplet
whigh wa1 tha bast way to gst back to A Co. Ha polnted out ths
popd toc S5t. Vith, anil off I went, riding part of ths way by Jasg

with snethas polemsl fran one of the tank hattaliopma. I flnally

in ths pallap of & rulped house,

eaachad O Ocu'a 0.F., losited

gutaids of which two G.1.'ds wars guamding scas shlvaring Jarplas.

Jounatalra I @at Wroyrana ™ apd togather wWe eroasad cwar to tha

apotor whare A Go, Wa3 lesntad., s polnted out in tha 4irk the

iiragticon of the houssd hald by tha 231 Flaitoom, apd off 1 went

alons.

It was a blick night, net & atar oot to halp light tha

the patlrosd trackd, aftar

way, 83 I trudzed Alcng near
Meayiho "ed refaread

tha wraskod bridgs to whilah

in hls direstlins. ohg oniy sound which Ayatypbed the guiel

groaalag undsr

n tha dry, packad-down
Lhan

wid ths srunching cf my footatera i
s on through tha white stresta lonZE™

gnow, 1 had gom
housss thit bnriurad,

sp I bapgin sa3raling tha
th1ﬂ]}5h&h—¥¢949$04-hhg poid o0

311 withoui any augcedd.

soemsd Teoed2ATY,

{or sathsr what paniinad of
a tha pall=cdd tracki,

the alds oppoail

ke | :hf -
N AR T
r:‘.-:*i L i'df:fp,l‘!h"
SE
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5till plodding fopward innocently 1n the dark, I atoppad
ghort svddanly A&t thae scund of smill-aras {i-e Arcuftl soms
houaed altuated on 4 hill 4 short distanze in front of oe.
Thiz w#i3 Followed imnesdiately by the ahsr;.bllsbl of tanlk
fi=n, That wij guite smough for as; I wheslasd abeut apd

headpd back the wavr I aamp, cnly faster than beforel On tha

o

way 1 w13 nearly ahot by & =achine gun cutpost froa efta.,
3at up medr the aina brldgs previcusly pasaed, Luckily, I
hid pazssbered to gat the pasavord befora returning to 3t.
Tith,

Tha ‘baat plan asssusd to ba te go to Tha houis whars A
a 2.F. wa3 locatad, and start all oyar agiln with mew

Airagticns, I did Juat that, passing up & strset blocked

by fallan trags around which cup encinsars latess found aany

inas that Jarry had laft behind. Gelling naw dimactiona, andthep

ghowt telp Tinilly brousht ma Lo tha tweo houses on the cutsklrts

of tovm dafepdsd br the 21 Flatoom.
Thera 1 rejoinsd the 3guad and loapnsd how tha attack

hid ecma, After ledving =a ln the weods, tha men froa A and

A Ac.'s had scved out &arosa the BoO yards of snow-packad
marahy ground, Tlring svary Weigon thay hai, ard supported by 811

the guarhead fire thet 18 tanks ard 5 T,0.'3 could olffer. Cur

tialk fo-oe had oet 1ittls realstancs upomn antering ths noethern,

mer= open, sestor OF %%, *ri®h, Llght saall-srma fira, dnd 2
faw moetas ahalls, but thit wad gll, Thosa Jerriss lefd bakhind
Eut, whan dac &nd

had sucrendsced moits lllnely, at fipat.

»
i
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“theds " Chellcdn had taksn the acrter 4nd lat vifls sguada
acrods the rail-oad tracks to clsar the housss on that plas
of g=ound frod which I hai just paturnsd, they sncountared
Jerrled &nd Garman tanks that wars net at A1%1 intersated in
giving up thelr coslticna., In fact, Thels apd edac had done
g fine Job to edcdape with dg faw casuiltlss @z thay hal, Tha
firins that I hid heard in ths dark had been the excltement [

that tcok place Juat befors their depiriurs frca that part J ; -

of town, Ard, by ths tize thay returned, I hid finally found tha bl . |
lopation of our Flatoon. r:_ r ‘1_.{‘ A "
Thara Wara 3t111 aivillans in the houss where tha mo-tap Q : ""F‘r{'ﬁ'
apd 13t pifls sgued werss looited, togathap with ths Flatcon AY % .Irhg--
0.F. [ Jlo mensndaz, Lt. Ferd, and what regilzed of thae H.9. by o .
E i -

Fquad.) Ths other aguads ceeupled ancthse houss down tha

gtreat 2 shost dlstanoe. Tossther with the Salglan coupls

1 gzall, two-poom, oollar, for Kazl patta-ips eaat of St.

-,
4t411 living thers, we 811 srewled into the lialted space of E-L
X
itk hid begun to shell the rulned Lowm with a venganoe.
I~

Theae in the sallar took tu-ns standing guard cutslds the

Houda, fous men on & ghift.
tip ahead of ocur tWo houses, along tha road leadling to

that part of town atill deferded by the Nazia, Wi & szall

akaslk, well aituited Tor &n adyance gutpeat, Wa lept &

huif-squad ocut thers 4oy apd night, Batween the oEtpoat

ardl oys 0,F. we atpung & telephons Wira fos the dpupd-povered
rhonss thit the moptar agquad alwayd eippoed for sush purpodad,
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when not wsing ths mortar Ltself, Bick by ths 2.F,., the

ona working machins sun 9till with ua, was placed ln ths

birn docrWwdy to sover the long open atretoh of ground teo

the aa3t betwean ths railroad tracks and ous advianes oul-
pest,

That waa the aituaticn on the flrat night alfte= ra-
antering 3t. Tith exactily one month following ths night
vhan ths N¥azia' Papzer Divisions had deiven us back to the
wast., W= hid been able to enter the town quite eaaily, but
Gamains atill pemdainad behind in the sastern sids of town, Bo
4 counter-aittick geamed likely.

saveedl hours late-, whils ataniinz guard cut in tha

agria guwist of that scld, black night, W2 suddanly hadsd
Siowly

tha soumd of Berman tanks mevlng up froa the pAast,

ard savticualy thoy approsched, the wolos3 of ths lsading

tinics geowins lovder and lowder, until wa falt Sura that thay

tad =sdiched the void juat scro3d the pallroad tragka from ous

pealtiona, perhaps 200 yards away. Wa could hadr the Ga-man

infantryoen shovtling directiond to thalr tankers Above the

fotas of the ersinas, Tesy haaltated a agzant to aurway The

altuatlicn, then tha heavy Tigers rumblad forward again towarda

wa, MNext cams & blinding flagh that ailheoustied the whola

seans, followed by tha tappifie axplodicn that ©

gads. 4 bright, white
to the leadins Tiger, Tipping cledn through tha thick frontal

argor of the surprised Gerain tanl, out through the other alde

ur T.0.'2 90 om.'d

~hot, stredk shot apross the short diatanca
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apd off lnho the night sky beyond, The firsi shot asde tha

" k111" of the trapped Tiger, but asveral more colorful Btradld

of 1lsht whiatled throwzh ito tough atesl hide, just Tor good
medjurs, Immsdiately, beipght flaoss engulfed the lasding tank, light
lng up tha scane of battls, 34 the redaining tinks blokedcff in pe-
tradt, never to ba heard Teoa Agaln that nleht. Tha Jaraan foot
ggldlara Sccompinylas the tanks asurrled away 1lnto tha 3h.!.1'1ﬁwu.r
haying lost the'lr tasts for move Clghtling. Streams of machina

gun trasars helpad to paprsudds thes that furthss attempts Lo o
penatrite our defenses would have been futlle. Then all waa
quist &gain, excert for the expleoding of dmourcitlon ln tha
plazing Ma=zl tank dcross the raileowd tmacka. We settlsd baok
apd wilted for daylight, radssurad by the Tine shooeting of anma
man froa ocur Blith Tank Deatroyer Eattallon.

Taply the meaxt Scrvning, wWiella our anlft was on gudrd, sone

of tha Dlwialcn's tanks began to mere up through the Srey haze

I#!derj JC¥1

that envelopsd the town befere dawm. With lnfantry aujpopt

froa ancthe= task foree, the tanka neidad tewardas tha sector

-?

from which the Wazls had goszes the nizkt bafors. Firinz gund

and @maghine guna All tha way, thelr sdwince continued on

piat cur housss and aff to. tha Tmat, until ths rest of =

Tith hal boon cleired that dar,

\s if in -ataliaticr for our coopelling trao to withdpew

agaplately Trom 3. rith, the Geeasn artillecy batteries wvanted

thals wrath wpon us, shallins tha tewn with o mew fury. IS wWoS

nacasadary to keep dewn in the callir goat of the Aay, unleTa w2
un
wara fortunsie

st e B
ancugh to bes atamling guard cwtalde the housa By

Ho-ro-SE/
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thes bapn door. '-'-h'l"l‘pngl ':F!':].:Fﬂ'i tha asaa trd plecos of matal

sipped lnto Fre walla above cur callar, gozpalling thoas cuk-

atds te huz ths spoond o awold balrng hit. Sevanal di=»ct bita

dsmelishsi ths tor floor, sdding ona @ore homs to the guantitins

L 1 k= »
ilrawiy Iaft in zuimd in that chgliﬂ tovn, 3Jhalling during tha

1gt Pattls of Ft. Vith, moablned with tha Allied= beablin: of the

town when Lt a3 pataken By 19 yazia in Dacembes, hid laft A%

Asyaatatad, - aimoat totally destrey=d, - peforn Wa had re-

ahalla that araghey

tuprnedl To that decior in latas Januiry. Tha
amon= the ruined housae=d that day aesnsd o TE cnly diaturblng
6 ths Aasd, for 3. itk would have to bs goapletely rabullt,

at-ra by stoms, once thoss prassnt 11*glaas ruins Had baen

gwapt Baide.
The readimises of th&t day, ¥Wa qulurgi cupdelyea Tow ancthep
ajysnge that ha? paan 23chaiuled foe the Following morming. Ihe
gpat loportant prapiratlon wWas to oake certiln that cus pillies
414 ‘mot have Loo muzh 91l en thes, fop if a0, the fraaTing
tamparalura woutd hawa randersd thaa uaslsad in & snort Llas.
They hid to be paph drg ol clean,

dirikmess 1giin, We rasumed ouUr

wWhan nlght awallowsed u3 10
bolt and alevatlng ani

wataning and waiting, often peinging the

¢ the machlnDg (=il 1y ]

inaide tha houds L0 ordar

Cthepwise, The BMO weuld
ar o halp

traverdlng mechaniad ©
y tha witakan atoFe.

to thaw thea out b
edod ita Ilraped

havae baan wopthliaad ahould we hive T

« Gn Jaceabar 25, 1G4, the 3. WF. Aropped S¥3T 1200 tons o
=4, Tith 1O juat ons of asvaridl ralda.

boaba oT

ol - Y
| & - "3
N [

o Aady
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throw back 2 countar=attack.

That Wight the Salgian coupls was jcined by moas nelsh-

pota, 2o ths osllar waa @ bit mors orowisl thin it hod been

- -
bgfera, Under ofhaw clraunatances, 1t wauld higa asds 3

pather Sausing plotura; ten op fifteen &irty, tlred G.1.%a

apowisd Lnto TwWo qnall roczs with two oF thrpe 614 wozZen aml
two old man, Thsre ¥a3 o pvoon for amyoms Lo 1is dovn; Lt
to pod on the naxi

wia just a guasilon of aitoing on benchaa

paracn'3 ahouldar, or elas sink down to the flcocr, heid
patwaan the Wneesd. Wg ware 211 wyidled ascunl 3 qmall atove

which cne of tne twoy fab, old Balgiani Kerl gtokins off and
on- 41l night. Elps apd elgiratie sdole gloudied the alraaldy
gyuffy =ood, maklng the dia opal-oll lamp &ven 1eaa efflclant.
nu=1lng the night word oadn cmaT the TlalcOm radio that

natlomd Al asmupition hid been peought up BY Lt, Tpabln
ird daposited By the alna riilned beldge. Twg or thras of ud
yoluntasred Lo E9 bask to aolleck tha 21 Flatcon's SRATS. it

ara bo DAwa a medl

of E-pationa bafore tha naxt

1ga3aL WA W

attagk in ths HOFTILEG.
Just & i&ylighb. we warg ordersd 1O 13daabla  alend tha
houds wWharsa A Co.'8 0.F« nad bBeen, Tha

poad leadlng past the
day was the townel Walk

mask Forge Thed that

aroda,

shlactive for

two mlles nopthaiat Tha girialon’s othar

1113 on either flenk
and

poughly of 3t, Tith.

{24 Corced i

S

~g TO CLEET gut tha woode
with tank supports

~ AcmpAnias attasked

of the tewn. Bano=
o a4 siight

apprekching fro Ly Aifferent

than W& Followed O SR«

Afiractlon.
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4s it waa open country, dseply-iriftal with layera of

frgsh amow, the 17th tankers led the Wl for ths firat 500

yirda or 3o, after ledring tha roid cutsids of St. Vith. Than

the tapka in E Co,'a taalk foron mat bazooka And A-T Tire along

apme hedgarows up 4hedd sleoser Lo wallapole,. Cur s portlng

1n Whose desp ruta wa had followed gladliy,atopped Lo

tanka ,
taks coves bahind the orast of a bars hill, over which We had
to pasa to gal to ths willagas, Tha 3hemain whish Lt. Col, i "
" |

=¥ ]

apsa had been riding spun around in rpent of us, and rpdsad b w.
AW B R
2 44

musl dowm hill te a safer positlon.

The 24 Flatcon had juat padched the grest of The nill, -
nr

afte= pA3IdLNZS ahsad cof the waltlng tapka, when & Jerry tank | g i
G| R
B iy 1
p 4
-

concealed in tha wooda about BOD gards awdy en tha rlght
bagan scattaring snow and ahrapnel 311 arcund us, Bad ahell- ) 5 ‘i

afl tha whlita hillalde with ugly black holed. I

turata 4olt
papember the amell of the powdar of theds g¥ploding ahalla
aapmad partlioulacly aickenlng thait morolns. dayepal of our
atting Jig Fottar's proapt b

mn#weﬂbhhw,uﬁwwea
past Lo gat owvar
to the hedgercwd ani oroharda

fimgl=alr & WO pushad tha apaat of the hill.

Bayond tha hilltop we ran in
whaps the othsr tanks and B Co.'s men had Fipat mat oppO3itiom.
3 G0, Waa over o our lalt soas¥Wnars DY than, when wa, Lo0,

3 ahcrt wWhen st by tha fir
1ing o Elva uUp wallarocde without @&
ittla aptillery guppert thua
lal te f111 back

vare ALOpES g of soms stubborn
wazris who wers unwil
Thers hal been 1
tanka hal bBaen coapak

atltf Tight.
feom the

fop, 86 onece BUT



o
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pdnge of tha Hazia' bazooki's, and it bagnds infantey waraun
infantry.

cn wa weant Bgaln, Acrdds ths posd and theough 4 figld paat

twe of our amcldering tanks, whisgh had been hit not oors than

4 atona's throw froa Jerry'e wall-gassuflaged bamooks poaitloms.

wp awunz bazk on ths road, paat moza of cur woundiad s=m &nl &

garman foounitlon touslk, gnly to be atopped izain by slose

pullats fecm snipers and "yurp " sunners hiding somaWhass nAir
the Caroncusas on the edge of ‘tha willige, L radeabers stopring
nai basn ahot BY tha HATlA

Lo tRlk to ong of two madics Who

itp of th=s rad cro3aes dn thalr helosts snd arad.

+aa paased biok aleong the llpe; 80

in At

Ths a2ilgnal to acve W

wa mads 8 wild dash dowm Bill, #nl azoo3d the she=t open dia-

anoa to the Tipat houded, ona op twe Ogn funning AL & tias,
for tha woonded lylng on aash aide of the posdl thare Wore
guffisiant proct that the anipers hal thair gighta ainsd on

£ wa hugged the friardly

Fanting for bredth,

that atratoh of po3d. an Z
rlat in tha ditched naanky

the malrast houles o= fall

walls of
for proteatlum, looking back %o 9a8 1f the naxt fellow wWould
~un the sauntlet gafali.

radlclan

Moayano " cane galloplnd UE naxt, followsd By the
of cup F.0., ¥ho had just baen Hit. Than the raailnder of Gur
g ths orosding. somawhars, in %he sonfuaieom, ouF

pontast wlith tha el
michins mum Flrss.
1hrcu5h

Flatoom @ad
thf A DS, bagoalng

1at Flatoon had 1eat
angupata aniper and ATtar

pinnad 4owm by
whe WL11%g#

Ciseding Li. Bord ko LAk the 24 Flntoon
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atrosts to ths hil] bayond, which ws ware to Aafend, "avaho"
hofdsd Back Agaln o find the loat lat Flatoon.

Howing csutlovaly through the 3trests, ws pasand savapal
pu=ning housss that must Hiws Besn mat on Cips by eur tAnka
gr artillecy bafora cur final advanos,and fintlly sads upen
& platcen from Capt. Toamy's © Oo., which hal alrsady clsdred
the ampty houdas in that panst of town. They hal acllected
godg prlacnars, but moat of the snlepars thare had basn stubborn
55 boya whe would ceasa firinzg only whan dedad. That =pant
takling tha ftcwm the hapd way.

Yo found ocup M1laids and prosssdsd to zaks ourdelyes at
homs by 8craplng Awiy at lpaat two feet of snow to get At the
agll to dlg two-man holes, The sguads foeded 4 pough balf-
eirsls, asleetinz po3alticms so a3 Co be abla 1o covar tha
ipprodcksd to Wallargds froa ocus Tront and pight flank with
3 bazpoks btean bahind & hedze By ths poad leadling away froa
tovm, Othap plitoons protected fha laft f£lank, and tha othar
two fo.'s of ths 23 ware logcated ip ard around othes 1entivnd
of the willaga.

Lats that aftepncen, when 811 of tha Jerry baZookddan
ard amipera had been rounded up, our Lahika api T.%."'s cams lnio

Wallspeds to atpengthen our defenalve poaltiona, We had been

workling with the aams tantara of O Oe, of the 17th Zattalicn

and ths same platoon of T.0.'s long gnough by thom %o make

Frignds with ous brothora-in-arms, 3uch frispdahips oods the

eggentifl sooparation betwesn U3 that mueh sagier, 8nd we looked




forward to workins with sach other.

Just befere they had arrived, Cliff Dolan and Mas MeDsraott

had been surprised to look up froa the task of dlgzing thalp
hole along the rozd to ses two Jerrles, drsassd as clviliana,
gomlog lnnocenily Aarcund the ecrner in front of them. The
Gapmand wWere Aiparently no less surprised to fimd two Yanks
there than were daes apd C1Liff to sse twe Jorriss dppedy 80
unexpactadly. Howavapr, both recovered froz the shook quickly:
tha Gerodna wheeled About 4nd dashed down the road, while
Hao and Clifr puraued them on tha run, fiping &8 they ran
down the hill., One got away, but the other wia fnum?ll'sl.ﬂt.gr
lying by the American machine gun that he had baen elrpylng.
Wa wepre aven mors On the &lert after that uUmisual aplacde,

The faw glvilians that etill remslped ln ¥WRllercde shired
thelr bBomes with new “Suests " dressed in C0.D., imatsad of
Erey=-graan, Thay gesemed only too glad teo ses w3, grasting uas
with smlles &nd bubbllng over with Frenah pheases instead of
the Garpin cnes they had used bafors our Srcival. While thaip
proxioity to the Garman border (four ailes away) compelled them

to have 8 knowledgs of both Gepman B&nd Frensh, it was the heavy,

harsh &ccent of the former that provalled over the softer, milder

fgeent of tha latter, mo =8tter which cne cf the two lanzuagsi
thay happened to be speaklng at the tize. Thodae peopls ralferrad
tc the ¥azis as ths "Deutcha ™ not ™ea Bochea", to whick we
had bescne Sccustomed in othep pipts of Bplglum. It wasn't

Eurprising, I suppese, for people dwelling clole %0 bordars in




Eurcps hive tg ha
of

Tlaxible SnOuUgh to dcoapt tha :Lnr:l.uunnn-
whicharar CoUntry Bippona ta Fredeoalinity at the tise,

Thay ara well-traliged in frlendly srectings!

Howaver, wa accepted their lavitaticrs to share scas

gpdes ln thelr hogaa for & faw daym

but uncomae lously we

witched our hoats apa hoatesses mors ckrafully than had

baen the cmas baforn,

Abput two-thipds of tha go. rezained

on the ilart outasldg in Anow-clnoullaged holea, while tha

othars reated am warzad up

for & few houps in héuses arm

banns st1ll laft 1p refscnably good sbApe sfter the Tighting

that day,

It waa not until the Tellowing mornimg that cup gadia,

Jiu Fotter, returned to tha Flatoon,

Ha had spent the whole

night leoling aftar sozs of tha Osn wounded in the attask,

tohing them up and keaplng thea from freazing bafora thay

could be evacuhted by watching over & fire in the barm inte

which he had been able to eirry them, with ths halp of & cap-

tured Cerman doctor,

leaa sarlcus sases alive until they were reacved to the pear,

Jiz'a diligence ard parae kact moat of tha

but scoza, of Gouris, were bayond the beat cape that he could

have offered thea. It was wopk like that that made us appra-

olate having & man liks Jim aroupd when the golmg was pough!

That next day, there was quite a stipr over in the patch

of wooda en our rlght flenk &s ons of the Divisicn'as othap

Ccabat Ocmmands moved forward 1n tha attask to deive tha Nazis

back still furthep frem tha hills surrcunding vital 3t. vith.
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Froa ogu= OULEoEt rositicns <0 tha hill by

tha northadatapn
Felnze of vullarndu,

hoar ths FPCEreSs of the
anta waps inviaibhls

Wa cowld

attack, but the Farticiyp

in the thielk,
Snow-padded pinag,

Lo Turthap dtrengthen gup Foaitions .

By that time, the Pamoag "o nnaa Bulgs ™

the past, fop tha FPi=gt iray's frent line waq nairly back to
Decsaber 16th, Tha Hazia' last graat
Amble had falled in 164

3 mAximua phisstivas, It hnd ssat us

whars 1t had bgan Qo

tioms, TRdAcvroan, and asny caaualties, but tha lcaa to tha

fredter for ¥iclory wiy a3 anrtalinty fop
w3 Crod then cn, Wa in the rinks cm tha front line dansad

that, ind the "Bpasg hata " wape, guss of L%, 20 morals in eyp

drdigs Srew bettep by ledra and boupda hortly aftar the

Germzn withdpawal in: the Ardannaea, S3klnz it that

Quzh gdaion

for U3 to deal with Lhs cloaing, bittaw 8glf-presarviticn

diruzgles which tha ataumchast of tha Mazls vers atill Willing

and able to offaw,
Tha only anedy astlion aftsre ths “Ouzh tlas v had had

EBLTing into “allsrcde came in fhe fera of artillary dhalling

from retreating batte~ins that entert3ined us frou tiss to

ilos in ths hops of discouraging Turthaw FUrsult balfors tha

Hazla hal boen abls to wWithdraw bBahind the ccofortling pro-

tecticn of thaip 3legfried Ling defansea, By kespinz low in
our holsa, svelding any floor but tha firat, or ramiininz in

the esllars of the housed, glausltiss in Wallarods wa=s ket

By afte-noon, tha Wooda hxd bamp cladrad

%431 & thing of




it & minliug Fow tha rERdinins tims ipant thapq,

Tha i tarncgyn Tellowing ouw CALtUNS of thy ¥illaza, tma
Pty had oous gyan te placus the retreatlag Hazls' mcluapa
nl tha Artillary Foaitiony feos ¥hich we had baan drawing
Fira, It wag EFSat sport to wat

WOOping devn tg

ch thogs fat, Eray bipig
Seratch theie

bellles on tha tohe topa
~ille or g ro

=H e T Biliaida,

P Snly
& half Vo suw tha laadas sl1ak
fLaadily, oipgia lowly umtiy Tlxing mia 8787 on the Tiker gm
Eun posltion balow,

alcht ,Bn aal,

than scrpag into a 3harp diwa, Tirinz ajl
- r

3 33 ha w
booba at Juat s righe

-1 ant, am reledsinz cne of hig

Felnt to hit tha tirgat, Wa coula
888 tha koakg hurtling eArthward to A4as
to have the dooust a

than

FF33r 1n thy treaa, enls

Tarked By a bright flash anA
A pluze of dlpiy STeY A@cke that hunz cver th

-1 1nitlntly

3 irass, Top
4 Zcmant bafoma Arifting of F to divarpaan Coarlately. Tha lsadaw
Wiz Followas closaly by the paxt In line, until gaew h*l asuptiag
i3 gung and boss TAcks cn the 3zlaated taegaet, When the weopk
Wid dona, tha Plinea gingles Syar the apasz 3lewly to SusrEy. tha
damasy Balow, throttlsd thaip Bhzlnes, and winged away towards
hame to ralodd thalry Eund and pafi]l their tanks.
¥Whan standing guard at night,

. Wa had the exparisnce agaln

of diresting an4 3d Justing our rtillery's dafens

the ©
chlaf

iva Tips from

«F. fexhole out on tha hill which hiad the beat view, Tha

rai3on for kamiing in contact with tha irtillery thoas

Mshts waa the presence of a Sermin tank that crept forwand par=-

Blatently theough tha wooda aash evanlng Lo get in close encugh
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to Willeroda tg ANncy ua with dipeset fips
eslods to tha paptiz
Tha

s Sodlng unca.ntarts.b:l.,
Ular houag whams Sur Flatoonm o 5, ¥a3 loeatsd,

chasryation Flines hai bgag unibla to apat the villalin, ag

We Wars coarsllad tg raly on Srtlllery firs that Wil dlpacted

upon 41l the 1ikely Fealtlona whare tha

Tiger might lDELeall;y
hive hidden ip ths dawr).

Tach night whan baipring 4ita engineg

Eatiing closer, the gan o8 duty in the O.F, weuld call

fﬁ'—"‘ L J &
fire, We nevar 414 haye tha satlafastien or knowing that the i . 2,
v b o
tank hid bean deatroyed, fo- 1tg oh2lla were FELLIA s turbine: L=
- l
tha eesdgs tha night we 1art Wallaroide,

Tha last day azent thara, wa Walcozgd the San fras tha

- [ o
Pl

B2 Airborne Niviaion ¥ho Wers aoving into Wallareda to [\E\:‘.} k-?f

#39emble before thatr mgxt FHsh through ths snew destis tic ;{\

e
b, ¥
the 3iagfrisi [ipg, They were = arazy Lot of fallowa! Fyil , 'liﬁl_

of Jercy-kunting stordes, thay sive the ganaril loprsaslon that
they Midn't give 8 dagn fo- anyonz or anythine. ™ Eut, dia.
counting thaip Ferbazi gXaggematpd Cocklneas, e approplated

ths zood Fighting gualitiang they h3d rowvealas While plamag

alongside af us arcund danhay anl Yaux Shavines during “the

Bulge ™ 4ays, &rd told thea so,




HAFT=R Wil

H'.-ru‘i.-ﬂh.-lppalla, Hiirtgen, apg
the Rosr nDamg




CHAPT=R wII
Wa left Walls-aa

8 8drly in the soening hafors daylight

turning over oupr hougses tg the 821 and marghing Wearlly but

Bapplly out of town te doat the comvay of half-tpagks, It

WAl 4 gleap, 2old, moonlit nlzht 23 wa Elimed inte tha

wahiales to head bask wWaalward Into the papt of Balzium

with which we had becoms mgre famlliar, Had 1t not baen

naceasary Lo dssoclate the wintew geannry Yhroush whlch wae

padaad with the Ardannsa Tighting, the Balgian countryside

We 3aw in that dawm of a paw day would hiave given unsgeilad

lapresalona of rare bazuty, Tha pink glew rushing up bahind
Flns-capped white hills waveal~d ome sgall villzge afton
anctisr tucksd neatly asong the pure wWhite slopes amnd yallays
Burrounding 1™ on all sides.

Morth to dalmedy, & nize forpver 1inMed with the cold-
blocded maassacre of captupred Asseisan priseners, anpd on throuzh
that batteved town to Vasvisra we rolled. Ths lattar clty was
alwiga & walocoms alght, for its friendly citlizZens pever tiped
of greeting membsr3 of the libearating army thet pagasd fre-
quently theough thalpr atrests golng to and from the Front.

Co beyorl Verwlars, wWe turned off the main posd to the nopth-
ekst, amd finzlly redched our desatlnation, the saall, tidy
willaga of Hemrl-Thappalls, situated roughiy fen silss froa

both Varviars and Supen.
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The hovses to whish eup aguada wers 333igned had baen
paquisitioned ahead of tlms that trip,for with the coabng
af winter and the cuantlities of axtra teoops that had baen
pushed inmto Belglum durlng tha irdenned fanpaipgn. billeting
gpice Wi dciros in ths retp aprsaa, The faolly wvhoae hogse

wa shirad was extregely gemercus &md thoughtful, ani =ads

grery offort to mike our wlilt with them & ocgafortable one

The fathar of tha houss Wi & poatal clark. ¥ith nia lived

g youngsy brothsr, Georged, his pretty nisse, Julle, nia
Zacrgetta amd Harla=Tharaii,

w lat

wife, anpd two youns daughtard,

el S
g= "dasia-Tea-Tae”, 53 ¥ jotrmed to gall her, such o her

LAy inces .
I 3 ™ X 3
in order to 2dd to the comforta whish G.1l. Blankats
n

apread out on s Avy floor wundar & protechting ool Alpaddy Tiva W,
Hugo, the father, inalated on our halping nit g8 wfter A dLOVE
which na nad afriﬂgei tao i palghbor upon hearins of

jaops to gat tha
of

cur ap-lwal, 20 off wg woant in ons of - & Sog e
gtowe Tfrod 4 barn naarby, After a BLE af a atruggls, four
us minaged to acunt 1t on the back of the gyer-diaful J8ap,
aliabing on top ouraslve? for the return trll. L agtowe Wia nd

od @0 the aoriar
g nelghborlng wooda to sub

gone of Huga's Jewd;

aguad half-tpack wa3 raqﬂiﬂitlcfﬂd

B wlthout Wo
soze fusl,

paxt Lo oarcy ua gut to th
juat-28 it bagtn Lo grow dark. irned Witk
wa gaithesd & good aupcly apd poturned inm Rios for ewvaning ohov.
Wa apent axastly four days in Henri-ﬂh;ppalla tha firat

grs billstad thera, apd Aupipe that preclous tloa,

time we W

! ad |
s L |
roE '
o *-“-ﬁ:" &
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wa snjoyed tha usuil luXuries of radr eahrlon 1ife that wars
anrlchad by ths unusually pladaant cn:.Etm-:-nah.'n; of & prasiocus
ipd Triandly Sslplan family. How was tha lusk af oue two
aquads gentriry to that of the othars, foe avary¥hare Wa Ware
paceived wapaly And anthusiastlealir. Thosa pacple Wars

definitely pro-igerizan. May we alwiva dessrwra tha Ielerdablp

of thoae Salglanal
It wi3 during thosa four daya at Haprilharpells that

virl Foegss raturned to A %o, froa the hoasitsl after balng

woundad &t Vaux Shavimeds. ad tha lat Fistoom, whish Li. Torssa

wal forasrly led, alrsady bad ancthes gapable offioar, Ll Wad

the mool fortuns af pu= 21 Flatcon that he wal 433izmad to

wonle with us, Mith Te-zea up thars 10 help Jia reneniads

"a1l the Flays”, it seazed thait the 24 would continua 0 ba
tha lsadinz platoon ln A Qo, Thit Waa how wa falt aboul tha

1atast additlon to cur Tinid, at any patal s bacaae the

isd cur Tlatocon alnoa tha Tilas
-gn 3aptegbar 13th. And even

(flaaa of YA1), I muak

pinth Fliatoon leader that had
1 hai jeined 4 Co. of the 23d

wag B Hapward gradiita

theugh X.A.Fs
» veterans of the 2 Flatodn

songur with the wote of ths otha

by adoitting that ha was gartainls ona of ths beat that hod

pome Aleng. Hia ahle lsadswahln, gredt interaal 1n the welfars=
of his e, and hid ksen semas of huger plioed hlm nigh on all of

gur lilatal
winlle we rastad, ai= good het food, wrota latters, and
for

bla.

thought of hode, W& teied to Cforgeb the isdgnnaes [ighting

A% in pedce,

put, of coursa, that wag Ltupesdl

3 whils ond Tal

Ao ro-SE/
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To remind wa that a wap wag 8111l going om, We could look
out Acress the lowlind batwssn the hlgh zoound whaee Hanpi-
Chappalie was neatled in the anow fnd tha dark Hilla of the
Hi=tgen 4nd floatgen Copeata, whape other 3.1.'a wora then
Battllng the Nazis in bBlttes wooda-Tighting. e could hedp
the boaberd rofr ovarhesd in the dAirectlion of Turen and othar
igar Slver towns teowards which the lat and Sth Armies wavs
puibing. Later, tha ruabling of clustara of expledins bosgba
gould be hedrd followlng the sariss of bright flsnshess which
allhouetted tha hills to cur front. ind the heavy gunas of ocup
lons-ranged artlllepy thundsred nearby when hu-linge thsip
davrastiting shella thyouzh the night sky towipds ths Gsrman
linas acuawhara 4l.ng thoss sdme hilla,. Guapd duty At nizht
providad vl with & befter and acrs dragotlis ghow thian Sny Fourth-
of-July celebraticon pravlicusly attaniad!

On ths afterncom of the Tourth day after oup scriwal,
just whan we had basun to igagine curdelvad onoe ‘Oofs Lo &
seal-—mivilian gtata of =ipd, Battalion H. % ofdered the 90,
tc prepare to Sove up te the lime again that game nlght, The
2lagion wis to take cver dafenslve posliticona in the acuthern
sector of the Hirtzsn forest whare the 7Eth "ightning" Divisica

wds Fighting to vedch the Rcer Rivar dams mesr Sahoidt, Ths

2%3 was palled upon to ralldva A battallon near Schnidt. Tha
533 waa called upcon te rellsye A battillon from the TRth ac that

14 sould join in tha offensive asticm. M1 of whioh meint ncthing

mors roe lass tham o return to that phass af tha Allies' gensral

}".
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To reslnd ud that a wap was satill EDing on, wa sowld lesk
cut acro3s the lowlind betwsen the high cround whaes Hanpl-
Chappalle was nestled in ths anow and ths durk Hills of the
Hirtgsn aind Reatgen Corests, where other C3.1."8a wers than
battliine tha Nazis in Bittar wooda=Tighting. Ya ccould haap
the boskard rogr oveshsad in the directlon of Tlren and othar
Foe= Tlver towns towirds which the 1at ani Sth Arolss ware
pushinz. Latep, the puzbliag of slustera of sXpledins bedba
gould ba heard following the garlsa of bripght flashes Whilch
gllhovettsd the hills to our front. And the heawy guna of oup
lens-ranzad drtillary thundes-ed neaprbr whan husllopr thelip
davaatiting shells thyoush tha night aky towarda the Geraan
1imnsa souswheps al ng thoss sams hilis. Guard duty 4t night
provided ua with & bBattsr anl aors draaditle ghow than any Fourth-
of—July selebration previcusly attsoded!

Om tha afternoon of the fourth day after our aepival,
juat when we had becun to imazine ouraglyas omcs moos in &
feal-givilion stata of oind, Sattalicn H. % cedared tha 20,
to pprepare to move up to ths lire again that game night. Tha
mlasion waa to taks orer defanslve podltlons in the acutharn
ow of ths Hirtgen Coreat wWhara the TEth %1 rhtning " Division

agat

wia fighting te pedch the Recer 2ivar dazs paap Schnidt. The

233 waa palled upon to rallédve 2 battalion nedr 3Fochaldt, The

223 wag aalled upon to relleve & Eattslion from the TEte so that

it gould jeln in the offemsive aaticn., A1 of whish oeini nathing

2 f .
more mor less than & return to that phase of tha 4111iea’ ganeral




- la .
= 208 =

atratesy redched bafors the Ardonnes bresk-theough, whan we
had been north in Germiny with the Oth jArmy nsir Satterlch,
walting To~ the da=3 to bs boabed By the Alf Fergas, op
captured by the lst Aray, befors we croosed tha Rose to
gpedrhead to the fhine Qiver.

Flans hed bsen mids to pavalt oup retusn te Henprl-

fhapmile After the cozpletion of the taask sasipned tha

Battilion a4t that tlse, so we wavad goedbye to our new Crisnds

with the undepatandineg that we hoped to see thea "blantot".
We atapted off Acwn the main surply route sa far aa
the tovn of Tupsn, Juwst ten miles awiay. Froo there, ths red
1line on Lt. Forgea' awpr-presant @sp revedlsd that we had
tusnad aff ths maim road to wind slowly up through thawooiad
hills into -the Hurtgen and Tostesn Teorsatd.
Juat 83 wWe began to reach the flpast cluatspa of dark
pinas we neotloed tha Tipat baavtifully-concedled plllbéxss

af that westasm balt of ths 3isgfrled Linmy defensas which

diyidad fren the aain Lineg to poss waskt arcund Azshen &nd

finalily swung bagk a=3ain to join ths nore alaborats dalanges

of tha a3z ¥all whloh continuad scuth of that eity to Lha

Swias bordsrp. Agaln, we Qipvaled 4t what sgnmed to ba An

{apenetrabls baprlaw of atrongly bullt, =sutually supporting

forts of rainforced dongrate that had baen palnted or partly

corared oyer with sirth to desselve 1hs attester, er 30 plagad
84 tg blard in pesfactly with ths natural surre mdinss. Tach

= " e
plllbox had been Asateoysd by the daanclitlon agele of Our
snzineara so that they sould mawven te uded 3gain to halp Sha

n K ..-* A

r“" o % ‘\--..--. =
"""-_ :- '* L~ '
Al

A ro-SL/
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3heRY hln e3de our man wars fomoed to retosat ard atiach thy
FiegTried Iing a ssecnd tigs,

THANKTul that e hai not besn anons those who Haa Piest
peralritad thrcuch thots laposing def'amsaz, ws asntinued on
toward ths ecens of the pressnt steuszsla, 4 short distance
furtha» 2lens ths road wy Fi33nd 2 large ddo, ons of Gaverdl
bullt medr the scurasa of the Jcer River both fop tha FUSpOana
ol Turnishing powss"apd Llsg of providivg the Fazis with a
fgand for & astrategic flocilng of the Qoss Talley, ahguld
tha cocadlon rresent Ltself, That Fartioular dan hud besn
gazturad 1n sood comdition, but thas TELH Mivialom d@a havine
& redl strugcles to zat sertrel of the reaalnling Fcepr Aivaw
dams,

Jontinuing on throuzn the forast roids acds distince
noerih of Acetgsn, We Téon heird ths unplassancly fagilias
dourda of zrilllary fire, == oup ovn to ce Sura, but whan
we knew the fromt 1ine wis only a faw =ilsy beyocrd, Thars
Woara no Signa of any elvilisns in the aloeat tu;'..;]_l;]-,&r;-en'.-;gd
vllligea arcund which cup blg gung wama -lised. Suatins
Lanks and the bittersd akeletona fof 311 types of bittls
squipeant of both Armlas dotteldl the alearinga in tha wooda,
or linad ths ditchas along ths ro2da whdres thay had besn
pushsd by "pulldozers ™ to olaiw the way for further advanosa.
q'.:l:h.ﬂ..'l.]ﬁ'\-l wvaws muta tesztlooniss of the bltte= 2nd coatly

atrursls that had taken yplace 1o thoas Coraata. ini ths conatank

firinz of zuna, singly or whole batteries it & Bide, Waa moldy
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donos T - =ht
/ avidanas AL that fighe w3 Aty Eo-ng on without a omantia
FMES o= dalzy. First came the batte=las or jes e P e
o : [

- L}
RNy Than thy 1=s 8. hewltzapg, followed by the slcam.
Upporting fire or the 105 om, howlitze=a, the lattes ¢

Mllaa behing tha

=

liged
9RiY A faw short heles e duponts ur g

nt
whars ¥anlo dpg

8rrisd rasnad thecugh tha dhadows of the ta11
pinna te tuy to fipg irsets for thatin riflaa, a.3 15 and

ag=tary,

Our colusn sags o A halt Farnapa fiva =ilas feog Reat

L loat,
tha laast Yilkza that W2 had spean are o the scuth or thaboal
tlong which thae Sittalicn K

Y rrdphs

[
-
=3
&
-
3
o
a
et

Wa laft ths

Ml _teagia bahling, FErURUAL, ami an

amruniticn b LE1, and

Jolned tha vaat of 1 3¢ Anthe hike that wouia tale g
HE Lo the battuliow of thy T8th whish e ware tc esaliava. Thoaa
darding tha FPo2a3aicn must hiye haan in R graat - ¥, 80 1t
Wi3 not long baforo tha Me~tair aguad lipzan behind tho pasa-
igttawn, fop GArry.ng hadvian loada thas tha pifia aquads, we found
1t lmpoasible to kea: VP that nlght. Tea Tricikacn 8lipped ani

Tell on the foy road,

had

ind ¥han Joha Ceraldk, Jerry Soyne, ang I

3torrel to muke sure he wag ROt lnlured, we loit ccntact with

tha praat of the Flatoon amd goapany, Tt W3 a famllap atorer in
83peclilly on 4 night as blaek aa that,

e 414 tha baa

Goabay,

T we gould to mateh Up 8o as to Cird out

Whlech way the otha=a had gona, tut by the tiss wg had coma to a

fork in the roaj wa gave it Up 13 3 loat causs, ' To adwanes




further dewn the "=ong fork aould haws Proven disastagys
Iines, ao we walted Untll scwsone }
Apeired who knaw tha alg

that cloasd ta tha Treone

uaticn. That turned out to hae

Gapt. Tomay of oum n J0. He dldn't know tha 2xact loastleon i ;
of AGo. ap ha quggasted that we fallow his gan.ang mesaip
With thes until daylight pa=aittas Turthar investigaticn, | '
Followine hig advlce, wa

fell in line bahind 0 Co. ana aoyeq )
up. the right fopk of the road until halteq by 2 sentoy

the T85th Tivizien, . Oe. eroFmad iha roRd teo tavg over itg -

Troa

233lzned defansiveg rosltions, but the Toum of

Ul acoeptad

the imvitation af tha dantey o 9hira one of the duE-outy
that h*d besn built By men froo the T8ih whila hold

iin= in tha Eirtganp feraat,

ing thole

Tha Avelling sslséted Froved 4n aXemllant gheltar with

* & redsonably dey floor of Fine needlss ard branchas that was

far more coofertabls than would hive been a haatily-praparsd
bed in the wet snmow and mud cutalde. Ws wers grataful, snd
thinked our hoat bafore retiring to enjoy & feaw houra of Feica,
¥e brushod the pins mesdlss cut of our harre the Tollowing
Zornlng and Sroused curgelvaes to Survey tha altuatlisn cutsids
of cur luXupious homs, © fo,'s holas ¥ere cut of aight ‘acrcas
8 dirt road lsading through the woods. Cus duz-out was ona of
dany in that ared, but thair only occupanta at the tlos waes

two G.I.'a from the T3th who had pamaiped behlind to colleot

Bquipment left thare by the Battalion wa had pellsved. Cne of

themtold ua that there waa an anti-tank Bun crew shout & hundred
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yards up ths road mnd that a #hort distance baycna, Jersy wan

Prilemtly By anyens to try to PUah hlm fuptihep
through ths woeoda Eowarda his Piatherling,

wilting bagi
IT wa had known
that, I dcubt AT the foup of ua would hawve glapt e pedcslally

without svan Bothering to stand Suard at all during tha nizht,

Ealng Sou.d Ledder, I ddaumed responaiblliity for Firding

OUL how to contact 4 L« i

anl stirted cut at cnee to Ao Just
that. The flrat move waa to crops tha road to ask Capt,

Tozay LT ha knew any meps about our Co.'a losatipn,

Ha wia

not 2t homs, amd tha Jecgeant with whem I t21ked knaw nething

interesting about oy problem, iazembarlins mext thit Battaiven
H. % wis to have besn losated in an @ll houss pedr tha point
whare we had left tha half-tpacks the night bafers, I atartsd
back dlong the saos roRd, pasaing our ¥. 9 mortar poaitiona
along tha way, Tva-~y lirgs tres along the rosd had springs of
¥ellow blocks of T.N.T. wearped ascund it fem deacliticn to
block the roid ahould the Sordans hive thrown bask our wen.
Thare wars two, 22211 totally dastroysd pillboXaa mear Lhe
roid Junction paassed tha nlzht bafore, Furthsr 3long the rosd,
i ociae to & gito of scae kind, probably marking the entrance
{frca the Gerzan aide) of the Iisgfried defanslva line in that
aggtor, AL thit polnt, large tres 3tuapd sunk in holes acrcaa
ths rond by ths Nazis hid basn sawed off to permlt through-
tpalffic. Fapa 4nd thara werse plles of apde of the guantltipea
ef mlmaa that had beon ¢lsared froa the darsa by our snginesri.

i
Powarar, asny aore atill uncleired would have aide wild-Tflower-

hunting (LT Lt hud heqn,rp!"l TEka plaky poatizas. Soss of thosa
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tnoledred mipa, WErE Dariad ¥ith bits gr red rags Bled to
takas Plized puan thair diseevaras Fealticong,
Heboay d@agad Fartleulardy dlatusbad 2o 28 Ce oAt gagl
tallenm He %, Bue I Aia Bindze to hayg dode Captain Folnt out

lon of 4 ga,

w8 thy tagtigay O%p ths axact lpgat

% anp, I startea Bick azaip throuzh tha driviog
Becun tg mais: HHAY the Alpey Winter ancw whigh atil] EArtly
Covarpd tha BrFound , Elking paag the Flll-boxes,
ind doptapa, Agiaim, I Finalzy FEichad tho gagg Aug-out whars
tha cthapy Wars ati1l Willin: fon Wy matygs=g,

tam Fi:;ahi:5 A E-rution that 1 hid founa 1) at
BAttalicn B, 4. 1 aet opt 483ln te plrels Widely throuzh tha
woods tg Ltemrt bo rut g I8 Lha Anforanticn Eilnel freoa
the aip, whilg tha othaps eevarad the 4spa nairar thas dug=-out,
30 23 Lo be ibls te witeh fer anyona

cods devm ths ro3d, -= inm ap Adamipian
WAl dag unaucoessfyl as befors, apg raturned wat, tipadand
th:rnughly disguatad with tha w

Er= sltuation, whils sod.
forting Syaall with tha “hought that the rad dirks an tha Ay
SU3t havs bagn dlapliced. Tha othacs had M pg bora a

Wazessl
Incetly tharsafier, tha ya

=13 becin te 1lzia acue of

thalrp Fitience, and Biving no battaw Wiy to relisva thg

A8CVOUd tensicn of fnastivg Wilting, thelr moptars began to
cough louily frog Posltions thit wans annoyinzly clocas. g
COUld evan haar tha Sunnara shouting fize crdeps in tha bast-

triined ganner, A inort, awful, deliy and ths akallas CHig
2riabing down 1in tha traea alonc tha roid, Thay ouat haws

1ardad rizht op tor of some of 2 24,7y rositiona, A Faw

Than, without

TAln that hag

Foad Junu:1¢nl
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ToTe rounda, faps Jerry culatas down azaig,

then to zat CuL af thang

Tvan Dopa anxicyg
t0 find 4 %e.; which waug IUrpoasdly
Llon doTavhare ta tha radr, wa Flidly A
p rlda frog tWo fallpws froa thy TEth whp had Juae ¢
ndanad Youlpaent,
h a1l eg- mort

in 2 rasanire Fosl
1 e

up to cellgat Lhe aphg

TS tad

Mrnad

ﬂllmbLng on theip
traliaw Wit ar nquirmant ] J.:lur-n-_-.__ve,-]_ bagk o the | J
9408 =oad Junstion, Prom thare, wit

B naw dLrect..na. & Bhont :
bllksa broucht gyo

Yhems " At 14 S,

After wa hag 8Xrliined whapa Wz had haan biding sipca
tha avaning Bafora, wa ¥ars invited tg abars opa ap the due.
Wk Ao A Zalla geag Thaas a¥ellings variad 45 ALy

and dagi widual taatag,

8, ahaps,
BA Lo ault ipiy

Tha firat SLlop in tonsiruction was to 415 4 hols to ths
danth desipad, 7

neh the aiges ¥era axtanded UEWard by Flacing
logs arouns the adgan or tha hola, 83gapt for an Spaning at
tha doorway, .Aurg logs, with axXtps iheltar-hulvegs Or palm-
20it3 atratohaq o0 Lop of them, midg tha fipag luyar of the
rool, On top pf thode, dipt ama uantitles of ping bougha

Wara pllad te atrengthan the poor and g4

Y& Dore protaction
frem flyine ahrapnel to theas huddled imaiag.

o pouraa,
thoae positions that waps &leng the front ling wera fir lang

alahn:-it.a, Hauslly nothins aess than enlarped sjit Lrenchaa
With rgof of logs api mad, oorersd WLth Branchsas to halp
Tinomal thg Finishad preduct. In thoas it Was feceasdry to
leave oepa BFenings from whioh to fise i€ Jderry daclded te

B#4Us® scgs troubla, Tha houses ¥ tn the ressrve Fo3ltlona to
the reawm, whars 1 Co. then was, however, wars far coes coafortablas




Smsuwnhmemumyquahu

nks, tablapa =

of aoms klnd,

ang Always g Ators
534nlhn¢ Snl oll-fil1lea bottle

T Provided aur_
Ticient licht reu lattap ¥elting ans Taln1y

r -
The quagt of 8 gtowa 1s a

dlomy a1l by 1taalf:t Tusine
the winte- fightingﬂ L zood atcwa ¥i3 the gsgt chariahad priza
eF all souvangps in the wrankas Lowna ang villazes Lheauch
whlch gup Arales Fadased, In fact

A atova wag fas porg Lhan
EA0Uvenlr: 1t wma a NECRASAry Fixtumg 1 Our Mhgmgg b whothan
thay warg rulnaq hougas, Pill-bexes ﬁ:sqcuza. tanta, op
enlirgad 311t tranchag, The chapgs ap flnding Zood atevay
wid the chisf rpison fom CArturing towng, Whe=as raodaibig
during ths wintar, wa Teught frpg ons

tovn to dnothas, zeabling
tha Sountryaideg fop the alightast HWEZeation of aoga kird
ef habitablg dwalling on Shaliar, for inalds thare wags alaaya
Che

FREsibllity of fAnding a 3tcve, ow LF net, a4 plags Wiara
4n opem five agyis Ba bulli, 4vd that w33 the 813,1s 3% opy
of th+ winte- 0unzalay!

» ¥hen thors wepa noe ril.

lngenulty acon 50lved tha Eroblaa, owlipgei_

WoTLdr ammund tdan contilng
ks G.I. poffaa Lina,

23l tin cand, metal "8, largs bBox-

fifteen-gallon o11 o3n3, .4nl 8 zraat
virlety of Gesmap Foi3 and buckets Woers émly soms ar ths acre
SOMon eslscticns.  Holes Wars punchsd fop- fual entrdnoss am

drafta, Flpas wers madas gf atrings or

3a2ll tin pans Faagtenad

Logathar &g Torm flexibls hut loaaky aubatitytas for rail atove
Flres.

3evrapdl dava wapa 2ient in the resprys Fesitlons, duming

Coufartah] g livlng.
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whick time the only iocoptant thing wa AiA4 waa tc atand

guirdl at nizht in cutposts plissd arcund tha dug-out Geea

to listen for atrdy Jarrles or pitrcla that might ba lusking

iy -
in the wooda. Then wa wers crdsrsd to move Lo & nev locAticn.

Carrying 2 blinkst mnd thrae F-ratlon: sich, we trudsed back
- - N [
i L3y -
ilons the ro#d Lo the Battalion Y. % house, turned lalt and l'1“' q
3 -
gontinued for Ancther mile or so whtil halted by the aen frow 4 1

the 34 Flatocon who had sntared that Ared befgra we oiaa,

Cur posltlons thars wers logited on the sigs of & gleadping

throuvgh which ran 4 ravipa. To our front wia a lins of barbs=q Fis
wirs entinblagenta to whizh "booby-teara™ (firinz Asvices con- n E -

-
nected to Slnas or eXpleosivaed) 2md "Seip flires ".hid beasn rif i - b
ittachsd to prevent Jerr?' fpoa inflltraticg Shrough oupr linss 3| h'r » !
unasan, The cladpinz asd -dvise, ths whols Hictgen foraabt in - A’f--

fact, Ware filled with A-F apl 4T alnes. Acrcas the rivine

& bare H111314s led up to ona of the towns which tke TELh had

to narturs to coptreol the Zrea drouml the Qoar Flva= Aaas,

Thai= attack had neot peoswaased A8 Tar 33 that town By &hs

time wa hal arplved, 3c there was atill a pocket of Jerriaa

in feont of wa, Our misgicn was to keep thes froa Tatiing

out of ths poolkatl.

Whan we frelwsd to take ower the duz-outs agaigned to

pach of oupr souada, ths aedica wors carcylog 4 woundad @dan

up froas ths ravins, whars his piteol hud pun intc scis wimad,

Ha wis ona of ova= twanty-Tive @sm froo ocur Eattzlicn Who

atearced on aines duylng ou= atay In th= Hiptssn Forpeat, 1%
&
g thit gims warlara W33 1izgat ths Alrtisah Fare

. agamad to
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of the whols rotten businesa. Tt A14A"t zive 2 gan & fighting
chunca, Tor ons falss star op the cirafully concaalad firlns

deyice of ths mins, apd thes awn was oinugs one lag o= ook,
unimas it hippensd to be ap A-T mins, whan ce=tiln death waa
tha msault.

Ws srent Sbout o wealk in thoss paw dug-outs cve=looking

W)

the rivine. Turlng thit tlas, the TEth Divisicn and anothen

Tombat Jonaind feroz oour Tth 5.2, gased on by to oor feont

with thurmering artillery support to tiake the town, {(or what

raaiined of it], along the pridgs 2apcas the rivins. We could

wrtch tha tanks and 5.1."4 guita e39lly throuzh Lt. Torges

fleld glaguas, It was not long after the town wii Lakesn 4nd

ths poskst cleired 6f Jorsisd thit wa prejirad to move back

to tha redarye arsa 432Ln.

e had foumdl 1ifa oults coafo-talbs while suapdlng the

iips alens the tor of thnt riviny, “hen ths ad 111 dus-out in

whinh the moptip aquad atayed the fipat night £illed with

watge Teoa gaalting iacw and palp, we progptly constructed &

naw akaltar with hsary log ald=a anl & ‘rool of akelter halvea
ynd —atmeoits. Cne night ef sitting 1m walai-deep water- had

- 1 3% - T =4
baan anougzh for &l of wd. At night we falt our way by twusn

alomg 3 vips gtpatched f=on trae to tros Isading to i llatan-

inz poat about two huntrsd varda awzy, By thit “aina. we kart
pontact pight and day with ths 33 Flatecn on our laft flani.
12 sagh twe =sn raturned frod thelr nlight guard duty, thay
would poke 3 Faw atlzla 1ntc tho az1ll cin-abows which halped

to tawsagus of the chill and daopmesd frca the ais inoids of

o
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o
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our home. Wapn (7) ebew was brought up twice & day py Jeayp
from Edrl Loutnar'a Sasgbrunk bask at ths rasacve arad, Ons
day, We 8ven got soas mail deliversd to us, so 1ife was really

Tfar ocra luXurlous than Had Bgan our fordest draams upon hearing

that we ware mowing up into tha Hirtgen Forest, 3
With ailght of 6.1, wehicles parksd 211 over ths bare M1l “?! -
to our fromt, we knew that tha 234's Saalgnasnt in the Hirtgsn =
Foraat had heen ceomplated. 32, wa Wara not surprlaed when
the order to paturn to the resarys Foaltlcona cage over the
Flatoon radic, Gatharing up mest of oup oquipzent wa followed
Forgea Dack along the road to Join the remaindar of 4 fo. i e
At that tlms, we recelvsd ths Army'a new winte- foot- ~ e .
ge3r. The worat of ths wintsr had pagsed, but the Aplaysd
affort to provlds 4 auitabls boot of dods kind to prevent e .
ths alarmingly large number of sagas of troneh foot and
Troatbite finally brought forth what wia called & "3hosc
Pack™ in araoy linzo. Thay wass ealf-high, lesathss shoea with
rubber fost. Inalde & felt pad m-;:f';;:lace:l urder the acle of
tha man's foot to provide further lnsulstlon and warmth, Two
F3ira of heavy woolen atockings were wepn to taks up spdas
imalda. All was fipe eXxcept for sewerasl thinga: (1) 4
gsdn whera the rubher foot was connectesd te the lafther top
cdugead most cen great discdufort by blistaring their heals,
(2) Theps was poor areh suppers and wilklng on hard ground
ST rosds waa scon tlrlng. (3) Exeept on vary cold days they

wars too hot, once the fraesing days had passed. It wasn't

lopg aftar the firat experisents that most men returned to



1hass And av:r5h¢:a.

FeIlines Up in the H&rtssn Fopast nsap
+ B0 than PATL of tha San raturnag

Lata wintap ralna, combinsd
FOS oma of tha 20ldost apg o3t hnivlly
AN0W=pig g Wintars

in 2Ry 3 bad plages havon

¥etra,
aver whigh BUpplimg had tg g
wi

with roada

Owe 3inze oye

Hwlaien taggthar
wag belng haag in g

1ir ipp

b othap irnorag ﬂlvininna.

238rve at
that tige until tha Teguy

antry divialens haj Crodamd
ths Qpap ABlvar, wa Ware used 4o Bolp the BNgineang Eoep the
PPly tha gan in the fpemt

Cur thraas lnrﬂntry batg

PRl Gren to gy

RExt wapl Or tan dayg

Fired for the NeXL dction ang radted,

I wag in the Tipat Broup tg

retirn ta Hanrl~:h4p&11g

for & pagt bafopas rotiting with thegg WHD atartga cut at

once to da the ahogal Work, Wa lucky cpas loadms up amd

beades bagk 1pn tha direction Trow whisk L

had aomg twa
¥eelks befops,
80uth thag bafora, @g that timg a8 pagged through the Zain

balt g ths Sisgfriag Lifa. Thapa ¥e aaw fop the fipge

time the brgas FOWS OF goncrats Hragon'a teath"™, bapheg

Wirs antaugl&m:nt@. Sntl-tank ditchag And preparsd roag
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Eitas of that izpoalng barrier, we naxt haaded Tor Eugen ¥hars X
L} . Ll
]
the trucks stoppeg long encugh to pacmit us te enjoy our third (5 -3
L]
ahower alnce laa y i
=8 ledviog the U. 9, A, A change of clothing was even F &
providsd to peplace our aoiled Ones at the sams tisg, That bocdng P4 j 3
the practlcoe of the Army towsrds tha end of the war, instead of o ! :‘z-' -
Y -

lssulng neaw clothing directly to the combat upits themasslvea, ag
in the paat. '

It wis atrangs toc peach Fenrl-Chapelle, and find almoat all of
the snow melted away. It asgemed naked without that white covaring,
aloost & diffevent town. But its Feople ware Juat the sage, if not
even =cra ganipl than before. Enjoping thelr great snthusiass and e
excltezant upon saelng us return, we climbed down frosm the G. I,

trucks and entersd the sase houses whape we had been so pomfop-

tabls beféra. The young ‘13',,!I.1--:|,:!l:l Marie-Tes-Tes " 2nd Georgatte, o 5 ;
tegother with Julie, caza running out to greect uas 4pd welcome us r;i';_;l-
Back from the fromt. Hugo, his wifa, and the old grandmothar wars :‘.
thare,too., A regular reunion; just a3 though we had bean mambera }a:'
of thelr own faziliea! '::
Harlng 2ade ocurselvea ot home onog Sdre, we settled bank in %
&ntleolpation of ancther plasasant peat. Thars wWal dome comnotlon 'h
E0lng on dewnatalps that afterncon, but wa wers too buay making |
cursslves at home te pay sush attenticn, Howewer, whoan we did :
2058 downstdlra wlih mess equipment in our hends, the sight that F!.

Qg% our eyes was a blt overwhslzmimg, Thors on tha dinlng roos
tabla, then coversd with & freah white tablecloth and ths family's

Baat glasses and allverware, was cur evening mmal! Hugo and his

Wifs had appirently worked all aftarnoon alnos we had appivad to

vl = T
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Frepire & “hous-coming" meal rom us. Hardly knowing how to

ast, but thanking them aag bast wa could, We dzeepted their

lavitatlon to dinner. While we ate in the family's dining- P s
roca 1n !'l‘-:iflﬂ. fur frisnda crowled inte the kltchen ac that . _r’b ¢
there would be room at the tabls for 41l of us who had
returnsd. Hugo, himaelf, wailted op wa. Ealglan baar, hsaping :
bowla of fried Potateces, seme klpd of ceat and Eravy, gocd &
dark bread, and several bowls of delicicus sdlad provided an |
unbelievably fine meal, Hew they had maniged to gathar tha

rére logredients | we 4id not know, Befora starting, we

tocasted cur hoat and hootess, 1ifting cor gledases of bear M
gailing, while uttering many "erci’a™ apd "‘Boot's "™, I am Cay
surs thit nome of us will sver forget the friendahip am e
gensrouslty of that Balgian family . A o

The second sclourn in Henrl-Chapslls waa quite differant

from the firat. Thare wers Zors dources of fougesant and
entartiainoent, such 4s: passes to nearby Verviaps and Eupan,

G, L. movies in a achool houss apound the copper ovary cthap
mlght, and dore tizs to mest the townapeopls, but the Eanaral
dmpressicn was that "things wers mope @. I." by which was

@ednt, that ths "orass hata™ had had aufflsisnt tlms &nd
opportunlty to flnd mors ways to remind the soldiar in thas
ranks that bs waa atill in the Army, only thelr emphaals then
was on the Army of ‘bilitary courtesy apd dlacipline™, training
and regloentation. In coabat, there waan't tins for "courtesy® |
and Miseiplina " greaw from raspact for redl leaderabip under
fire rathar than duthoritative 'eank-pulling™ and enforcement of

andless regulatleona, whils ™ralning" gave place to fipghting,



B

J ]
hj fa;mu&" ‘ﬂ"b

- 282 -

ard "reglosntation™ was translated inte coordination and

cooperatlon azmong men and unita. Tha . 1." atmcaphers y &
L=

" prasent in Bsnorl-Chapells the second tims was motlosable ; )X} B -
in grait saphasls on the proper manners of standing guard, ; g ;' i |
graater stress on proper dreaas {L. &. weaplng of G. I. i s ‘!
- -

awadtar, wool-knit cap, ete.), amd in & greater eaphasla
en the curreant tealnmlng program. So, we found advantagess
and disadvantages in returning from "ths llne ™ to the '"rear
gchelon” in Hanrl-Chapelle.

Az & part of that tralnlng progras, which inzluded hikes,
practice flrlng of bazookasa and rifls grenades, and crilentaticn .
talks, we went one diy to ses & movie in the town of Limbourg. 3 i -
It wis an Apmy production which wia Seant to tall the men ¥
Miow to act in Garsany”, how to treat cur ensamled whan we .

entered thelir country in the nedr futurs, gome of us thought

it waa & goocd film, well-intended to provide us wlth radaona

for ablding by the mon-fraternization poliey towards tha

Gapmang. Some laughed it off, being in & DAppy, fmant pecled”

mood, I sannot help but Teel that 1f thp men of our Divialen,

ard those of othera, had Rasepted the doctrize of that fils

which waas disolpsed glibly and without much thought as

Wropiganda”, that our aroles would have avelded meny of the

sma and teoubles in dealing with the Nazias whino
a was mueh more lnteradt that day in tha history

wlewsd so ably &nd fully by & Llleu-
he showing of the plature.

probl h apoae

later on. Ther
of the "Lusky Javenth", re
tapant freom Dilvialion H. A befors 1

Wa laft ths themtra even =cra prowl of our zembepabip in that

fighting outfitl
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In & few days, it becans cur turn to @ove up &nd rellave
soms of thoss fellows who bal been working on the roads.
The rofd repalr oreaws rotated, glving the others & chance
to snjey "redr sshelon" 1ife for a while. Apout twenty-Tiwve
of ua laft Benrl-Chappells one afternosn in A Co.'s supply
trusk, whick made trips back and forth each day io cirry
food apd =&ill to the man worklng on the roads,

1f was on that day that we had oup firat chance U0 Baes
the pemains of Aschen, What we saw shocked ws, for what
had bean oma of the oldest and most rencwned cliles of
Typrope waa then no more than an supty shall. Bt. Lo waa
fir amallsr &nd had been leas Bble to abaorb the full fores
of tha fighting, but certainly Aachen wig & close rlval R4
a aymbol of the great coat and dpstructizs peowsp ol oodern

way !

After leaving tha ugly rulna of 4achen, we branched off

tha main highway medr Erand to peach the azall town of

3ohleckheiz, porhaps ten diles further on.
rping frca tha daya! werk to

Thare wa Arrlived

in tims to ses the men ratu

enloy the hot meal Earl &rd hla cooks had waiting for thed.

Those whom wa wera to rolieve wore glad Lo ses ua, and they

no tize climblng lote ths trusk for the return trip,

g encugh to tell us thAt Mypginanring " was

wirated

pauaing only lon
Wa mada cupaleves At hoas ip one of the

not & bal dasl.
lets, &nd "hlt the anak"”

empty houses A Go. wad using for b1l

in apticlpetion of the aarly moening rlda %o work.

)2
% ¥ It
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Wa ate breakfast in the daprk in crder to =ike the Lwenty-
fiye miles or a0 to the roada of tha Hirtgen Forsat by 8 o'clock
aharp. The Battnllion waa aasigned to ons of the 1st Aray'a
Enginesr battaliona, %o we had to ablde by thelr atrict
asghaduls, or they would have made ua live laas cuwfurt&'ﬁly
in oee of the damaged villages mearar the front. Our own
miyislon's Negro Quartermkstsr Co,'s trucka wara tha "uanas "
that took us to work every mornlng and brought e home just
befora dark. A het meal wam ci&rrled out to oup locations .
by truck at moon, A0 wa worked under what wers &lmoat unlemn
cenlitiona.

Tach day wa passed the asme famillar aights to and fro=
work., Eorpellounater cdme flrat, fellowad by more 3legfried
Line pillbeoxes, &pd then another small villags around which
aoma of the vehicles apl men of the 34 Arsoped Divialon
wersgrouped, followed by what must haye bBeen spyaral padar

unita located in an orchard off the poad. Twe mechaplams

that locled 1lile searchlights mounted opn truska keph turning

in sirclss, enilessly probing tha aklea to wirn the many ack-
ack battekies mearby of the approach of Jarcy planaa, Faal

artillapy positions we polled &t top opeed, past quantities of

ardl past the same wrackad Jerry
they had fall-

maslked it unclasared mine fialda,

aipplanes anl desd cowd that reatsd 1ln peacs whara

an in the flaldl.

The routs mext %ok u3 uphill lnte the dapths
of the darnlk Hirtgen Forestb. What had besn a beautiful park whara
poala wound ALConE hilla cowvered with fipe, Straight plopa, Was
then & pemstery of dyluog tross and dead soldlers With zud-clogged

iR i
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roadn that wera being ground up by the wheels of the AZearican
Army, bant upon driving the defending Hazla back froa the banks
of ths Roar fiver.

Up front, the lat, Bth, aml 9th Infantry Dlvlalona waras
watehing and walting fopr the algnal to attack Acroas the
rivor. It was fur tadk to help the ensinegrs kssap ths roadas
tehird those divialcns open, a0 that pupplies and aguirasnt
gould redch them. Continulng winter ralna mads that task
dLEfisult, but it was far easler than sitiing up there inm &
holes alens the rlyer, so the veterdnd smong ua, at lagat,
made no couplaints, even though we ware auppoBed Lo be anjoylng

8 paat poplod.
As we slopped awey 1n the mud with our ensineers' shoveld,

wa notired the gquintities of squipment moving up to tba 1ima.

Eagh day 1t sasged &5 though anothsr drtillapy battery bad

basn added in ths largs cledrlng near vhich wa worked.

Almupition was stacked in plles or burled in dugouta for

tha bBig day to cose. Replacedents pasasd by on thelr way

up to the front. They would bping the diylaione up o full

atrenzth 1n time Tor the coalng attack, Fayeral times &

3I_atar general paszed bF ip a medt, 0.D. limousine. Cmia

locksd 1ike the ploturas we had ssen in Staps and Stripes

of the T,5. lat Aroy's Courtnsy Hodgea.
Tha Rcar dams had basm gaptured by the TEih A3 planped,
hed sst-off encugh ef the demolltiong to

but ths Hazia
bahind tha dazs to flood the

cauds the quantitles cf watar
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Roer Valley, &3 they had planmed, So, the 1at ard Sth Argies

kal t0 Walt medrly two weaka bBpfors making thelr crosaings

on February 23d. That tizs wa3 ussd to bulld up their strength
and complete thalr plama,

The Nazls knew what waa coming, but not just axactiy
how, when, or where, 3o, ingpits of palny weathar, the
Luftwalffa wis sallsd upan to supplsment pateclling metlon
along the Riwe- front to gather facts andl figures on tha
alze and losaticn of our troop and wsehlele soncentrations.

Frequently, whilas at work, we would lock up a4t the slght
of Jerry planes comlng in low under the clowds to photo-
graph and obssrve. Tach tima, Black puffa of ack-ack and
ribbona of red machine gun tracers followsd the plane's
soupas doggedly, often supeseesding in bringing cheerd from cur
troops when 1ta engloes Began to sooke and a 111 ™ ned bean
doorad.

only cnce did German artillary ahalls fall near the road
whars wa Ware Wopkifne. Put the goomplete ruin of tha village
of Hietgen apd the other comounity that nelighbcred 1T in
that cledring wera sufflclent signs of the qualliy ofethe

fighting that had taken plige thero. Not cona cooplate wall

¢f & houge remained standing. To be sure, thoss village

homed wers meatly of wesk sonstrustion, {outlines of tizbers

£111sd ip with plaster, stons, Brd atraw), 1in marked aontrast

to French farm heouses we had seen. The willigs church had

been made of atons, hewswvar, but only & vagus suggestion of

Mj:ﬁﬁ
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1ts alize and shaps renained: only its bell, at11l handing
pracaricusly frod ona damagsd wall of what had bean tha
ateapls, ldentlifisd it aa the rulns of & church. Ths nearasat
glviliana were at lsast ten =lles to our resr, lucklly for
tham, for there were no places Tor thes %o stay among thoas
diagal atonse &nd shell craters.

On ths sorning of the 23, several houra befors dayllght,
we heard the thumder &rd saw the comtimuous flashes of the
tarpific artillery concentrations that preacesded the baglin-
ning of ths Roer Rlver assault, On redehing our road jobs
23 usual, we learned what we had suayjectsd, that the lat,

Ath, ard Oth Divialona had "umped-off " before dasm. Tha
zrant drive acroas the Cologne flain had begun. Notielng
that ths 33 Armoped had disappesred during the night, wa
wnaw that pur "enzlneering” days would soon be at @m erdl.,
lgarning that next oornlog

I balliawva wa worked one DOre day,

from a lat Divislon offlcer that his ocutfit had sdyanced

twalve miles beyord the Roer already.

BEattalicn hosdad back to
of the Sth Armoped's
They

The mext acrning, the whols

Harpl-Chappalle, runming lato & comvoy

{le passing through the atpasts of Ascham.
and wa Ware sSoon

tanks wh
wars hsaded towapds. ths Aoer &nd the Shine,
Reachling Henri-Ohappelle in the

¢ Belglan friends, but

to follow and catech thed.

afternoon, we Wera Agaln gracted by cu
a growing serlouanedd was apparsnt in thelir fages for the¥

B3l sspded that our atay wad to heva been brlief.

A ‘ 0







Wa learnsd them that the Tth A.D, had baan.i:lalmd &
BUppCrting role 1n thas #pproaching drive from ths Ross to
tha Rhine, that 1t wag to be used omly Af a bresk-through
resulted. We wara not at 811 distressed to hear that, roe
naither we, nor thes Divialon %3 & whole had racoveared yat
fros the terclfle oedeala of the Ardennes Campaign, Thars
wera Lwo more days i Henri-Chappalls in which to reaat,
reacve the last of the whits casouflage froo our wahiolag
and equipment, and prepars oupgalyvss nantally for the maxt
agtion, -- for we had besm Apound long encugh in the "usky
Seventh” to have becoms skeptical and Alstrustful of " ip-

porting relea®™ (Incldently, at that tize, I chamged frco

the old mortar squad {mush te =y regrat) to ths Flatcon H.

Jquad, becomlng Squad Lesadar of tha lattar,)

1t wad edrl¥ in the morning, @8 waual, when wepd came to

Scunt our half-=tracks and prepars to ladws Honri-Chappslle
for tha last tims, But 1%t was nct too sdrly for the whola
¥illage to turn out and® wish us "bonne chence ™ ag the
vehloles turmed omto the main highway lsadine ta Eupan,

I wonder Af it waa moprs than Just chance that placed ons
of tha largasst U,3, Military cemstariss of Wopld Wap II

in that amall Belglan town. OCertainly, a better apot

could not hawe baan salected, for the t-::-\m.-_-.patbﬁr?ﬁ.f Honrl=

Chappells would cherish and reapect that sdsred ground as well as

any of tha pacpla of ths liberated countrles of Turcpa,
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Chagpter VI

¥We clattesred off down the fazllisr road te Eugen,
pasaing othar unlta of the Diwision thal wers parked along
ths poad saigerly Awaiting thelr turna to joln the scluan
pehind us. In Supen, we tock 3 new routs through unfamllliar
sountryside untll pasaing by one of the agveral Hoar Rlwer
damas that had baen saptured in the past faw weska. Them
ths scuthern fringe of ths Hirtgsn Forest closed ardund
pya cnga moeas, but nct for long, for wa next radched 3cae
opan sountey whera ths sonvey turned down & wide paved
road that took us south Lo Iaganbrolch, ths chlastlive

for tha firat day.
Treps wWe wWerss in tha olddle of tha 31ipzfried Lina

Bgiin. In fast, soom after our Grrlval, Scae Scoutlng

by Jin Heanands: &rnd Lt. Forges pesulted in the disgovary

of & new type of hose for two of oup squads and the Flatoon

2,F., They had found & pillbox that hed somshow bean apired

by our snglmeeri whan the advance had reached that far.

Thaip TWL, howevar, Waa 1pft behind in tha plll box Lo

hasty demolitiom, abould the situatlon havs warranted 1i.

Whils the Oologns plain wii belng penatrited BF our

tanka and ilnfantry until Cologne itself waa pntersd, W&

of ths Tth &4.D. remdined in rasarve wagt Of tha Boer River.
Tha 274 had the privilegs of reatlng several more daya, thie
tims on Garmén 30Ll, pafops joining im the rush to the banks
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of the Rhine. TDuring those few days in Imgenbroich, besides
enjoylng hot asala, apd a fale shapa of slesp, Wa toock part
in mora tralnlng and had oup fipst opportunity to axamlne the
pain Flsgfrled Lins, particularly ths type of plllboxas which
the Hazis had built to compete with France's Haginot Lines,

of couras, tha plllbox in which we Were moat lnotarsatsd
wia No, 204({a), whers our Flatoon C.F, was lomsated. Thars
wara two openlngs, besldes the iron dcor, wolch would have
baan large encugh to peralt the Nazis to mount & =&chips gun
on & padeatal to sover Approachas to the fort. But, on
attenpting to look out towdrda the "Hrazona’ testh ™ located
a4 faw hondped yards in fpont, we noted the poor wisibllity
that 4 Oerzan gunner =ust hive had in atis@pting To daliver
good dafensive fipa, No wondar 1t had besn possible for our
infartry=en to gt im close encugh to capture or deacllsh
ths forts, when those Mazis lopited in outposts outaide of
the pillbex had been driwven off or kllled by our artillary
firm. There Wers many " blipd spota”, omee thet protecting
agrean of infantrymen hed bean coapelled to take rafuge imslde
with the reast of ths fort'a craw.

Inaids our No. 204{a), thers wers four sppirata TOOEN
gltogather. Im the ons node the door thare had been &
atove ard 81X sanvas stretohers fastened to the walla 1n

A hapd-punpsd, or aleatrically-powered,
Two of tha

maritios faashlon.
vantilatins syatem waa still ino working ordar.

other poOmS Wers Wattle-chambera " with slita for the two

guns, apd the fourth room probably had sontained food and
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amgunltlon. It waas in tha latter that Sloar Qotrandsr and

I alept (when not stamiing gudrd cutaids ), on & bed arring

which I had found Lin ome of the badily dasagsd homes along
ths highway.

A3 900N &3 Wa knew that the 0o, would papain tkers for
a faw daya, thes quest of & atovs besams the chilef intersst
ef efch squad. The German hoaes in Imzenbrolch had baan
wall sombed-cver beforp we had arpiwved, but it waas not
long bafora all bad found rusting atoves And plpes, op
fairly sultable subatitutes. Ascps tha housas, togsthar
with 8 podr selectlion of souvenlrs, scas men had found
"sooby-traps " which Jerry had left behind in tha hope of
blewlng to blts any careless G.I.'s who stuzbled into tham,
Luckily, therea were no caagudltles, but the pew men had
oppertunltiss to sas why they hid basn warned to aveold
aarelsss sourenir-hunting!

Oup teralning in Ioganbrolch lnvolwed practlcas 1ln squad
tagtics, during which we aansvisersd ln the filelds azong the
fortifications or in sismulated willage filghtlng azong tha
damaged homes along the road. Continual paln 8nd wel snow
flurrias mads those tactlsal days gee= =ore llke redl front-
lime Auty, for it hed slways seemad that w2 wWars saught im
fAln oF anoW whomsver the 254 had headed towards the front.
Peaidss agquad tactlcs, thars wepe oope prictioa pericds for
shooting rifls-granades and bazockas, classerin firat-ald

by ths msdlcal offlgera,

and cpientatlon talks by the Flatocom
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Leadera. Lt. Forgaa hald the attention or

the whole Flatoon
with an excellent duznary of the Shinsland Cumpaien, so fap

3 1t had progreased, and alsc an cutline of ths probable
actlons that would Llnvelws ua in the near futupra., Tha
laat day before shoving on Ggaln, wa wera glwesn & change

to Bes the new light tanks, ths 4-24, which the Tih a4.D,%a

B7th Cavalry had just received from the war produstion lines.

In Ingenbroich, the 3quad Leadars had a Zesting with
"Wavaho", in which he explained what ks would eXpact of
them 1n future action, Ths frankreas and slnserity with
which be spoke to us incredsed our pstesa fop hiz, apl wa
re3llzgd Sore thin aver how lucky A Co. was to have had
auch an axcellent leddep. After talidng of the Squad
Leadap's pole in the Co., apd the beat ways in whish to
bApdle cur =en, he added ailaply that he hoped we reallized
that we were "the moat lmportant men 1o A So. ™ We doubted
that, but Bppreclated tlhs smphasla he had placed on the
izportance of that much-Avolded position, -- ledding & sguad.
imong other thinga, bs cfutloned us that the beat way to maet

and reutralizes coabat fear wis to congentrate on our jobs, cn

the rosponaibility of lockimg after au.rlprsquad.a. adding that hehad

geen far too many officera who had tc ba sent back as mervous

#nd mental csass, sisply bacause they had "thought of only

thalr own skina, forgetting the mao who looked upon them for

who Enew
leadership® That was scund advice fron & fellow
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Whit s win talking about, and ws trisd to receataer it,

Oeneral Hisbrousi stopped in one day Just bafora we

1sFL %0 ses how his men wers living. While axamining

the 'bmas hAll™ (two slasgrcoma of the daaaged wlllaps
sghool house), he aaked %o see ths aenu. Earl Leutnmar,

A Co.'s meas sergeant, told the genesal that brezlkfast
thet morning asonsisted of "feult julee, relled odata, hot
gakas &nd coffesa ™. The general inalated that Harl msant
"oatmesl " not *holled cata™, but Earl reasined firm, =dding
in his dlatinetly Gersan assent that, "n ths Army, Sir, wa
call it rolled oats, and o3tmedl only in glvllian 1ifs. "
Haabrouck laughsd and admitted that Earl was plight, after 811, whe
tha latter pregented the box for evidanca.

That insidsnt was chapanstsriatic of Earl Lasutnap, who
waa the best-llked Hess Sergeadmt thet I ever found in ths
Apmy, For & fesd 3ergsant to be peally liked by the =en bhe
asryad was & atrangs eXception to mormal. But, the reaacna
ware found 1n Earl's unflinching fairness, whether dedling
with private or general, hls leen intersst and genial nature,
and in his eagerness to belittle tha task dope by bim and

hla oocks in cogparison with the work ef the 28m in 4 Co.

1flea up to tha front line. Eorn in Gerdany

goposs tha Rhins froa strasbourg, ERrl
tha approdching

who earpied T
about IO yeara Bg0,
&ften talled with ua abou

asgault Scroas the awift Rhime.
L7ar Ltoslf didn

t the prospects of
Thes information he gawa

it ancouUrage us
ibout the tarpain Bod ths ©
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& bit. But, wa woula Worry Bbout that whan the time gaza®
The advance aspsas the Hosr towards the Rhine had cone
fagter than sxpectasd, ﬂn-::'&r'n crderad to @ove on And propara
to 8id in the attack, Fros Imgenbrolch, the Divialon BOPTOY
awung nerth to Lasgeradorf apd the Hurtgen Foreat again, Wa
passed by the sage house that had besn the 274 Battaliecn's

C.F., when working with the Tdth Division, and then followed

the réin-swept rodda through the forest up to the amall villaps

of Hurtgen, Leaving that subble and stoms bebind, the routa
led %o tha Reéer River, which wa crossed at Mideggin on ome
of tha pontoon bridges bulit by lst Army englnespa, Thaps
wara the waudl alpns of toush flaghting in that gmall slver
town, but upon ledaving Lt behlnd, wa reached ocut Anto the
flat, untouchsd Cologme Flaln, wheps our men had advanced
fagt anough to spare moat of the amall willages and fapming
comminlitias, lesving them almeost untouched by the wir that
Bad rushed guiskly past them towapds the Ahipe and the larger
towna, Only heare and theps did we ses & smoldering housa or
a bliokened, punctured tank, whers those attdcking 1n front

of cur Advance had mat what waa styked "Light ™ reslotance,

irpraspectiva of the ipevitable costs that 4oy advance entalled.

#ith 0.0, "A" 4in the lmad, we progressed as far as Cooh
{or Geich), near ZTulpich. We wers close on the heela of the
dirisicons on the polnt of the 1st Army's acuthern apaarhaad
almed at the Rhips acuth of Bonn, ac it was necessdry to

halt there fi;ur g faw houra until it had been decided whlah




would be the best direction to turs ths potentiasl

atriking
pover of the "lucky Seventh". We had & faw hours to rast
walt, and look arcund, ;

YHAL We 82w wis &n undamaged Rhinsland town, whara tha
German elvlilians had net yet recovered from tha shoslk of
our raépld advanze. They ware mostly aullen And surprimed,
but interestsd to ses whiat we looked like &nd how we Goted,
After hiving Badrd so such about tha "werlksner ™ cn tha
Nazl propighnda broadcaats., Joma wers doslls and ingra-
tiating, sssklng to win faver or disproeve thelr gullt
{l.e. membesrship in Nazl Farty), but =any were arrogant
4pd remained alocf., Others had fled or refi@lned out of
aight. That a few had been willing to reslst ud da civlillama
by committing open &gta of defiance was evldenced by the
body of 8n ¢ld womam whish lay in'ths gutter by the houss
whera our agquad prested. She had thrown & grendds at &
tpusk-lo8d of .I1.'s passing through town,and one of thea
had hurled ene bask mers agourately. Geroan civllland wWere
Arafted to bury their own dead after W had appived.

Thapa was tims to warm up and dry cut clotilng by a
coal fipe in one of the housea, and "81im" Szart Bnd little
Hiks Sapno praparsd & guick =83l of Cerman fried chicken to
take away the taste ef tha E-rations. The enargy they aX-
pended in chasing after frightensd Jerry chickens with fixsd
bayonets proved unnecessary, howsver, &a Farl Leutnar!s

affisiant sooks hed a4 kot medl raddy Lo ba anrved by suppar
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tims. After chow, in Lt, Aol Rhea's best zannar, & fopga.

tion was ecalled 4n the gturtyard to enable him tg presgnt

Hare " HeDepmott, 'hhpla":hr1aman, anl Lt. Rofars of the
lat Flatoon setw Eronza Staps fow thelr good work inp racant
Tighting durlnz the 21 Batels ar 3%. Vith,
It was npaply Dldnipght that samg day,when Lt. Forgaa
raturped frod & meeting with ™ayahe™ to tall us that the
tloe for the next move forward has drplved. 3Jhaling off
tha first drowsingsa bsforg 2lesp, wa clizbed baek intg ~

the half-tracks api Teek Fores Rhea led the comvey off

e

inte 4an unuaudlly dark, ralny night,

That waa & wila night, beth so far as the Wodthar waa
concapnad, 4nd alsc the naturs of tha trip. Cur platocn of
half-tracks followed & platoon of Lt. Zagla's tanks anpa
more tAnka fellowsd behind u3; Logethar with the regeinggr
of the Taak Force, We had cnly & wagus 1dea of the dirscticn
¥e wWera heading through that blagk Wimly nlght. It wss a
Quastion of follewing the leader, whils trusting that acms-
body ahead really Jmew whether or mot wa weps on the plght
redd. The firat signs of 1ife that we met woprs acas .3,
droy Ambulances that passed us golBE in the other dirastion.
The tanks in front of cur 21 Flatecn vehicles rosred on,
with the infarpal pasket caused by thalr back-firing engines
S4king it alacst impossible for us to hesp cursalwaas think,

Certalnly we found no trouble keeping awike that night with

the rain apd wini blewlng inm cur faces and the She-gans ralaing




the dead frog thaip Eraves, 4a thay sounded tha alarg fop tha
advance of our Tagl Faras,
Soza Alstance fu-~thar on, afte- slatte=ing throuch the P
strasta of sevapal 23all, coapletaly blacked-out, and Seemingly
lifalass villages, wo maw Tipsa burning dcross the figlda aoms
dlatanca o our Teont, Approfiching meapapr at top speed, what
had appeirad at fipat to bg burning hagatacks turned out to be
geveral Tlazins: houses on the cutakirta of Buskirchen, which
had besn taken that same mopnlng by an infantry divisicon with tha

help of the Sth Armcred Division. Without alackening our pacs,

5 ¢ .
Wa rofred pAat the hesat of the vipd-whipped fipras Eﬁﬁulfing e L s
3 Lo r“‘_ .I [l
those hougsesa, I resazbsr losokling back to sse the Sherman bahind :h_ “L ;q
us allbousttesd by the yellow and ped flazas that il s Eh ¥ —: e

| Al
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otherwinse totally black atprgat. Tha ElLoW raveilsd agveral
clwilians, leddsd with belonglngs, a3tinding by helplesaly to
watch thelr homes burn to the groumd, The shadews awallowed
Us up 3gAln at the next coymer, wWhere we Zlgzdgmed through
several short streets before hitting the main Mizhway lesding
out of town.

Hot so many oiles further dewn ths road, Lt, Zagle
halted his tanksd, 8od whiat readined of our convoy cage to
& 5top 1n the amall villagm of Miel. Socma of the vahiplea
behind ua had taksn the wrong turn, 80 wa would havs to walt
there untll they retraced thelr steps and caught up to ua.

Lt. Forgas found & houas whera & group of artills-ymen weres
sleaping, and alter getting thelr permisalon to shars tha

house with them, we rrocesdsd to enjoy about two hours of




sleep belore dawn,

by the time wa hag awdkensd, we found thet the peat of

—

the Task Torce had sntersd town and wag Frapiring Tor tha

|
attack that had baan doheduled fopr that =0rning. Theps ware -1
men from the 1at Divislen in town @lag, and wa foupd that
thoy wore to drlve towards Bonm that sama morning, Ths figal
plans ware zade, Ths taak Tores waa to ddvance to the Rhina
and attack & wooda on the Wagtarsn bane fron which tha 9th
Armorad Dlvislen wags drdwing fire. Ths Gth had antered
Regdgzan ard found a oridge atill intact., Thars wers Uncon=
firmed raporta, wa weng told, that scgs of ths Sth's =an = \ -
had alpssdy ercaasd tho captured bridge. At any rata, our
fupport was nesdsd, and pronto? - »

The lat Flatcon lsd the progession, riding in half-

trasis, then gime our 2 mounted on mediuz tanka, followsd
by @more hilf-teacks, tanka, api T.D,'s. Task Foren Rhea

Wiz off agaln, -- ani with no enceuramsing farewslla frem tha
Gorman civiliana who gathe=ed to watech us leivs thale town!
fown thas main highway past a column of watl, bedragsled-
locking 'Houghs ™ from' the 1st Division. Then a pight turn
ef'f onto B8 amall country road, and WHAM, WHUW!! From some-
whers off to our laft flank an B8 mu. sesasd to be firing at
tha scupd of our tanka. .It was long-range fips, but eXoredingly
sccurats, Tor ssvardl ahells aprched Just over ocur tank to
land not mere than twenty fost away, -- FLEJJE'&WQ'UE us, for

We who hal been hinging onto the back of the leading tank,

hal Jumppd-off aftes the Fipat ahall passed over.



Lucklly, thgy were A-F ahplla amd thu

1= B ] '!]ﬂ.,"ﬂ.‘pml ahowered

usd a3 we burrowed into tha awRncy ground Just off the poad,

Several mores followed tha Cipa

% two sbells, 83 ocur leading

tank tried to back off ths road gut of sight of the snsay

gumners, only 0 Zat bogeed down in ths daep ditsh, Than

for s0fe unknewn redaon, tha Jeppian cadded firing, and

tha othar tinks hurriedly pulled oup halpless one bAck on

the road whare Lt belonges,

We ran forwird to return to aus

Waltlng chirge=, clicbed up inte posltion babind tha turpet,

and tha column moved on again theough that peol of knea-

deep oud that wis marked 8s an 'unloprowed ™ read en the map,

Tha half-tracks had toc bo dragged by cablas Attashsd to

the tank3 83 We orosaed open Tars land towapda A amall

gompunity aboyut 8 thoustpd yirﬂ_g Awy .,

IT thara hai besn

Garmansy among thede buildings inffomt of us, armed with

A-T guns, thay would have hed great fun ploking off our

tenks and half-tracks durlng the painfully slow progress odds

appoas that aea of mud.

But, by graat luek, we hod coaplatsly

surprissd the German High Coozand by advancing ao rapldly with

such great atrlking power in that apctiop. They had anticlpated

& dplys atralgnt scross ths Cologns Flain, &nd ths acmblnsd

Britlalb and Azaerican effort to reath the Rhine to the north

oppealta tha Rhur, bot not the surprlsing scutharn lunga of this
apedrhead of our lat Apmoy.

Agiin and again, in tha small farming communitiss throusgh

which we passed that day, 1t was the sams story. We could




hive haa Plenty orf troutle, had thera

deteroined Corgap =z

been a Well-aquiped,
¥ placed to dafand tha Weatesn apprcachas |!|

¥ers det by omly

to the Rhine. But we 8 Taw atpay shota,
quaAntitisa of abardopgy aqulpmant ang 3uzplies along tha rodds
er ln the woodn: white flaga anpd defeitlag, instoad gf Bullata X
ard defia&nem, Tha Feople Juat stood ang witched us in bawildar. ‘ d
280t and apathy, s our wehicles ruzbled melsily up their msaly

atrasta, jcraplnz the aidas off ar houses to maka ths sharp

cornsra. Wa watphed fom anlpsrs o baz

ockds, but Taw wWare desn t -
that day, I: I Y £
Frea one willaga to the Haxi We rdced oh to the ridgs of tl i ;'
hills that hid the watgps of tha fhina fron our wigw, It \ ‘u_ :
¥aan't long befora we redched the woods 8long the fipat of > e\’

those hillaldes whers the CFFOaition was aurposed to have besn

looated. But, ancther tauk forca of tha T

it Bafors ua,

th 4.D. had raszhad
While the men and tanpks of Lthat cthar force Eerked
in the figlda d&long t road, we ware waved inte ledding roaltion,

ani centinued on to the east,

Up one mora Hill, then down o long,winding alopa. With

narvoud trlgter-Cingera, we aized at avary Likely hiding Flace,
and the tank gunner swung the tank's TS mm. fron ome aids to tha
Gthar,rosdy to Clre 4t the flrst algn of redlatance. Forges
Banned tha .50 caliber maching gun, hoplng for 8 chance to tast
hig markmanahip, We could gas carafully preparsd tronches &nd
Poaltions, probably dug by the peopls of ths neighbaring village

At the bidding of the losal Nazi officiala, who had hoped the
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Gernans would risp to dsfand thelr hooss and thelr Fathsplanpd,
Arocund two meres bonds, and there befors us Tlowad the blue
witar of tka Rhine Aiwver! What a alght that was! Wa had
travellad twenty-Tfive milea ainee mornlng, and reiched the
Rhins itaalf, om Hapch Tth, albost without any oppoaltion,

It smezed unbellevable, but thare was Sha Ereat plver about
which we had heard sc mush fer so lomg! denths of agony and
misery, - 8nd then the fhine. TFe-hipas Barlin waas & long way
off atill, but to peich tho banka of ths broad Rhine Wil &
oloss smezord!

Whila W& pauded along the road lsading down to the Shina'a

waatern bink, the offlcara went Shead of the ecluan by jeep

to contact & paccrnnalssance sar froa the Oth Ar@orad Divialcon's
gavilty unlt that could be seen parked by the railroad bridge
down along ths river road, A1l of & sudden, an old Stuka
dive-boobap, of the type which hal hslped 30 =ush to dafeat the
Franch dcmiss in 1940, case gliding ln at low altitude owar ourp
coluon of vehialea. We Jjumped off the tanks to take cowar in
the ditches in cfse the Jerpy choas to coome in on & atpafing
Al bombing run to Attack the column., Ha clirpcled slowly, keeplng
Juat cut of reach of the flngers of red tr2cera that atratched
out to grab him, a&rd then batter judgoent cozpelled bBla o
roturn to hia orlginal migslon, =- the boabing of the Ludsoiorl
Erlidma, which tha 9th fArscred’s men wers then crosaing. Wa
gould sse the boob £all &s ha went into 4 atesp dlve towards
the Bridge, roughly three miles upatresm froom whars we Were af

the tima. Tha resulting explosicn was followed by & muahrooalng
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dapl SOcks that

Bank of thp Plvap, g hasg
but mopg Planas g
Conuand ka4 demandaq Lhat tha

2l belopg Turthas
With tha Hoke Tron tha bmblng stil1]
Sdvansed 8t top dreed down the hii)
"Wavaho * pay Orderead tha tBnka to My
8nd §o 1ile halp®

of road Batweon tha

Lo covar the a1
rallproaa br

'8 pullga dhgai gp

oon h.al:'-n.z-:lu:!{g -

Lha coprpap ind severgd tha

full throttle, Throwzh the G

block or logs apa Atonsa, &ns dewn th
itreat of Cherwintep We daghag

Fieded banj, HWe haq radchad gup obja

Yown witheyt & sh:ti‘h-nm

It waa g Yonder that the Gara

%hine Rivenfttun ware cospletely dismayea and dupb.

Ths apesd apg i88reasivonesa of gup "ttack " hag q

lagraaslon og them, in a WA thAt Geroans undepato

bad bagn qulte & ghow! Tha ahcel 1t hal glven them Was obrious,

3ilcna on thaip fapsa whan thay erowled

0 look at ua aps musblie in bushed sep-
¥arsation With friandas and famlliaa,

L0 zms what o 4l our Apoy really looked 1igs
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Spread upwapg Trom the

Blata=nk F )
Choasd th, wital bridga that ;i
uld Follon him, rop tha Masy Hlgh | R ‘I
I::.-id.ga B .:tue.-:.-a_red Bt a3y b &

P oeromslnga Ovar 1t

¥ fould ba paget
< in tha Hlr, wg
Lowirda the river whapa
ks & sharp lart tupn %
atanca of an #Xpeded atpatan
ldgs and g Lovwn whops Wa wWapg ~ "
U3 to fellow behind the

Then our tangg thurd apad S ount

distanoe te tha town Lhoud at

2d of thy Fartly_buiit road

2 cobble-atoneq aain
Untll the signal tq halt wag

ctive apd Caplurad the i
2803 af that Pladaant little
foundad,

A3m & grgat
od well., It

They took it al1 in, eager

» COApACing ws with
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tha deseriptlons they haa probably hesard oves the radlcs, The
aysd zlusd upcn wua made us Tesl sglf-ponscloua, and wa 414 not I
know guite hew to ast &3 zonquarera, but we made an atteapt &t
it, aényway, laughing amd jJoiing about ths sasg with which wa
hal taken our objactive &nd fbout the bawlldored and nuabad
axgrasalond on the faces of the Jerples who spemed =g foagin-
sted by us apnd ocur nolasy tanka.
But, we soon forgot about ths Jarry clvwllians Tor & while,
beacauae 1t Wis npegessary to gat settled before it becdze oome
plotely dark, &nd bafore the Jerrles who ware pot slvilians on

the other alde of ths broad Tivsr began to ahell the newly-won i _a

. L] '.'. p.._.
town. The lat Flatocon and somm of the tanka sowed Purther b .'1. ; »
& 4
down the Rlver to Rolandaesk, aboot 4 mlls away, but our 23 P, A\
- - Fal
Tlatoon and the T,0."'a Were ordered to take over the schosl- ,. A
| o i |

house in the eenter of town. Therse were good Tirlng poslticna

froo which ths T,0."'s 50 mm.'s anl sdchine guna could cover &
gaaticon of tha plver frent A3 woll &3 tha maln strast; 4pd

ipside the achool house thers waa protection &nd plenty of room for
all ef ua to aleep, whan not on patrols or atamding guard.

That scheelhouss bid met been uded Aa ﬂu.chh’, for some tlms,

for in two of the largs, sapty classrcozs downstaira we found
thirty or forty double weeden bumks. Oown in the pallar wa

bunpad lntc & dozen "Musakla . They bid been muarterad thars

by the Fazla, and left behind when the latter retireated atill
faster than we had adwvanssd, With the belp of Jos Mlrkovich,
& Yogoslar by birth, &nd & member of oy H. % Squad, wa ¥Wors

able to convsrss with thea & 1littls, 1t sssued that thsy had
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been forgsr soldiara of the Rad Army, having beesn aaptuped

sarly in the wa- by ths Nazis anpd Fut to work in laboring

unita which 2i4 disty work fon the Garoman Army. Thay were

adtrange, friendly Tellowa, dlffarant fron iny pecple wo had

¥at seen in Eurcpe. They asszad quite lpdspendant, aloost
ladifferent fo the normal flow o+ 1ifo which passad apcumd
tham, simzing and laughins emong tnamaglves, and finding huace
which we naver saw. Tha barriar apscted by a4 ccapletely un-
Enown linguige prevented our knowing what really want on

ipalde of thoae fellowa' sipda, ferhipa, thay were not aupp

of it themsplvaeag'

Forgetting tho Rusakis, wa pat abeut tha task of astablish-
lng at lsa2st & alnimum of asourlty for oursslves in that totally
blacked-out town. uden wers asaigned to roving patrols that
rodzed the streets and walled along tha watars frent day an
nlght, while othera toek torms standing "watch aleng the Rhipe
in ghAge Jerry chose to try to come Acrcaa ip boRta Feoo thg
Crpoalie bank., There wia no questlon that cur prasence in
Cberwinter had basome knewn te the Nezis, The shells that
crashsd along tha river road that night convinesd aven the

2cat optlialatie, Pubt nonms cdme slods encugh that pight to

¢auss w3l 4ny great alaro,

Edply the naxt mopning, we wera awakened by tha aound of
tanks mowlng ur from the Luderndorf Bridze are® on the opposite
bank of the Rhins. We could ses the yellcw panela Tastened to
the baska of the Gth Armored's Shprodma Aa they Attasksd tha

town of Honnef oprcalte Cherwinter after having cledrsd Unksl,
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4 short distanes upstesan, Torough bilooculara 1t waa sdalgp

to follew the progrosa of tha fagault in the sdrly merning

hize tBAt hung cver the river valley. The crackling of oup
machlne guna wia fraquantly intersupted by lomg-laating, rude
Bursta from Jeery's "wep" zuns hidden anong the houses. Tha
tanks would pause & moment, plok out the sugpactod sourcs of
redidtance, Ard than blast awny with theip 75%a and TH'a 23ding
to the nizber of houass that wars dlpaady burning aftar the
aptlllery barrige which had precesded the Gth Acmored's attagk,
¥When the t&nks hed suceseded in zalking thele wey through the

town to the other alde, we could ass Lnfantryaen stormlng the
gtesp hilla behind Honnef, heading towiapds what 2 pedrsd to

be & large hotel or privats sstaite whick leoked out upén the
wirding river below. Aleng the top of the ridgs Barman artlllary
ghalla ware burating in efforts to thwart ths effopts that lat
Argy Wil making to extend and dewelop itw Rhine bridzsbaad.

Oihar Hazi battarles wars aconcentrating onttha Bridge Ltaslf,

for we could hesar the low whiatles of the hesvy, long-range shella
passlng by Oberwlnter ln the dlrecstion of Geaapgen. They spamsd Lo
bs soalng from a geod distance dovwn-river im tha bills nesr tha
Drachanfela, which we could make cut wvaguely through the hazs,

Shalls ,or ne ghiells, ths Edvance contlnued day by day,
until & largar amd larger portlon of Cermany east of theYRhins
wWaa in Aserican handa.
We laft ths sshoclhouse sirly in the mornimg. Joze of our

@an were A3alzrsd to dedrsh avery hoas in Town for Geratn pridicnerd,
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firearmga, clleras, bimeculirs, and Anything that gepaoed to
bBive evon tha slightest auggastion of ailitary valus,
Cthars wWors daslzned to Patrols or glvan guard Foslitlons,
while the rezgaindape restad or roamed about town te saa whiat
they oould find. L, Forges waa ons of the latter, and 1n
tha afterncon ha returned to tha ichoolhouse with the ordges
to move the 21 Flatoon 0.F: to what waa probably the moat
luxurlous hose in tewn, Feor it had been dsstided to apread
the aquads throughout the Lown, 80 %3 to ba abla to coven
tha aprea &nl watoh the Geraans battar,

By dome strinzs colncldenca, Forges had sslestsd tha
ncza of the Clvil enslnesr who had bullt the Ludardore Eridga
during Werld War I, The old Tellew, them in his 70'a, waa
At1ll living 1n hia hone, desgits tha fact that wa ware to
meye the Gersans out of any housss becupied by our sen., He
had recelved special permission from one of our offlcers at
Battallen H. % to sontinue living thars, never ledaving his
bedroca from where he sould look out upon -ths rlver which has
had bpidged. Wa had notlsed & pleture on hizs bedroos wall
showing tha eld boy atarding on hia brldes, shaking Ludandepf's
hand 8t ths dedleation cerszcnles, It was then twenty-seven
Fadra later, - drawing towards the cloas of ancthe= World Wi-,
Thara he sat, slouched in hls aro-chair, pulled up to the window,
locking intently down towards the bend 1n tha Shins, bayind
which hia bridgs atill spannsd the plvap Auring the moat im-

portint ten diys ln 1ta existence. He could watch the Nazl
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planas dlve through the elouds of ack-8ck burats and continu-
ous strodas of red machine gum tracers 43 thay dcught to
deatroy nis Brldge. Frequantly thoae aasa planes apd thalp
Hazl pilotas would pull cut of the iteap dlves cnly to burat
ipto flages and glide grazily towsrds the dark hilla whara thay
grashad With great explosions amd whare thele funspal Pyren
marked the end of thair defianse. Tha Nazla trked svarything
thay could Aurlmg those ten days froa Harch Tth until March 17th
when the Eridge collapsed. All typas of plipss cams ovar: the
old Stukas, FW190'a, HT 10%is, ard the new Jot-propslled plansa,
but, togathar with thely fptillsry fom, thay failed to ward off
tha dlaaster that thoas ten days brought upon the German cduase.
Heglecting the old German upatdirs, we procesded to mAke
curaslves &t homs iln his luxurlcous dwelllng that sscond night
in Oberwinter, Thare were sufficlent rooms downstalra, ao
that adch member of tha H. 9 squad cculd hays had a peivate
bedroc. We gollected mattrsssss and blanksts froa the beds
upstalrs and brought thea down to the kitchen, hall-way, er
diming roce whers We ahoss to slssp. The celldps wers ralded
for preasapyed food and beverages, but the latter remalned too well

pldder, Howsvew=, in 2 atorepcoad down the atreet thare wWaa gncugh

good French, Italian, &md German wine to satiafy even the acat
thiraty among ud. HNo nesd to hunt fo= A atoye o for fuel in
that hese. In foct, thora wis nothing that was roeded whlcoh
we falled to flmd.

basn pescte from the war, fop the meat part.

Thega ghinelinders had lived well, hewlng
We, Lin turn,
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enjoyel the comfortable 1life they hod besn living dusing the
wir. It wi3 & plesaant change ffog the uaudl Tront line
pxiatancel

Tha maxt morning we were told that all Cermans, ineluding
tha ¢ld min, would havs to lodys thelr homss apd mows 2lis-
ﬂ‘_u:f'ﬁjl.f thede homes gave tham & view of tha rivar. Thay brs -l
wara &llowed to anter their housss, while Acoocopinled byia
newly-drafted Suxlllary policeman, only froa 8 o'closk until
nocn for the purpose of getting food Bnd othsr suppliaa.

Shoretly alfter that order had h;n pacalved, two relitives
[

of ths ©ld Garman returned home, having flsd froa Bonn. tha

pargitted tham to enter and allowed thea teo poda about Lha “IE : ; I
heuss to do what thay wiabed, after explaloing tha maw ordec. "
Both apoke parfact English, ao tha=a w1 no questicon of & 2la- 4 A

upda=atanding., They even hal a chince o pedd the naw Lsdus

of 3tara ard 3tpires whigh told of tha lat Army's mew zaind

and of ths fall of gologne. 1 purpoasly left it cn ths dlalng

room table where they sould not have gised sssing 1t, Both

goted gquits degontly &b ths tizs, but wa could tall that they

wara armmoyed 4t ths Histurbdnoa " wa had caused, amnd that thay

failad, or much more likely, protendsd to fail to comprohsnd

in whigh dsfeat had
apollad thae fina poliah

ths full lmplicatioma of tha situation

pliced tham. Thalr atubborn AprccgAnce

of tha outar surface which gdusatlon, wealth, &ml spphiatication
had painted ovar thely chuopacters. The¥ laft peacefully ancugh,
saying that thay Lotended to potusn later on to get "the old
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gentleman”, a3 thay refscred to the owser of the houas. But
they wars WEons. The old Tellow laft &lone!

Lt, Terges, who was sorry that we had allowsd thesa to
paturn home a% all, met ths lady and zan cooling up the stpsst
the second time. In fluant Garzan he sxplalned cleirly &nd
pracisely that thay ecould oot return that aftepnoon. The
womarn loat her somposurs, and shouted angeily, "You think
you hive thinzs pretty well under sontrol, don't yout Well,
juat walt till our ':llogg. gat back!"™ At which Forges uttarsd
acza Oerman phraips that wers probably unpriotabls and aald
ns would shoot her on alght if ahe wantured ip3ide the gate
again, Enewlng hia prl:lf{lu:'d. hatrad of the Nazls, I am surae
ha wis not exaggeratinz.

That incidant revealed the kind of resctlon, the trus
faslinga, of mgat of the pecple of Obsvwinter, no =dLiar
how much they smiled Bnd how cooperdtive and doclle they
preterded to be. HNo zatber how ainy times they told us
they-hated Hitlar apd the "Wazis " it made no dlfferanse, for
they wepre gullty of supporting thale lasadars anl thelp aArmiss.
Not ome dosepyed our toust, untll ths 4,AGE, bad had tlza %o
axaalps thalr resopds thopoughly, and all should hdve been

sonatantly watehed for traicherous or eriminal conduat. Thay

wara rotten $o the corel
sasa fop our Battaliom durlng

n tha

Gharwlinter bacags & test
the twe wealks that we apent thers whileg "wacAatloming @

Garman town that it hid been

ghine, " for Lt waa tha fipat
he mlwillana atill rooained

called wpon to GeCVEY whore &1l &
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behind. The military governmsnt offlcer, ocur own officera,
and wa, the men of ths Gattallon, wars confronted wlth ths
cont=ol Apd admiplatratlions of 4 llving Gecman acamunlty

for the Flpat tlss. It is fortundte that agat of tha
Garméns in town Ald not kmow that, for LT they had, thinga
might hive besn much woras. %yen when comaidaring that 1t
was the Clrat tims we atteopted sush & task, I cannok halp
put feal that we 414 only & leds than Tfair job. The redacns

wara 23 followsa:

{1) As I have aald, tha Germans wero radlly loprasasd
with the high guallty Ef pur military Bccoaplishoeanta when
wa srtersd town., Dut, it waan't long before they begin to
aga that we ware not so well dlscipllned, 29 crderly ard
afflclent,(2nd not ao dangepous) a3 they had Tirat thought

whan cup unballevably rapid and aggragslve adyanca trought cur

tanka rodring down their milo ateopt. Orderd wers lasued,

then pevoksd, then changed & third tlme. IU bacamns edsy for

then to 'play Aumb" when even Wa who wera aupponed to anforce
epdops did not Enow gxagtly wWhat

a lattep of

the milltary governosat's

they ware. Thay dlacoverad many ways to awold th

the law, confuslng us that much mors, Ard ragaining confidence

in thamaalyves.
s magle of a soile,

(2] Thay were quick to lptrn th
and

g admittedly good-logking Gesman WOIAT

eapacially tik
pot to fratarnize with the Garoini

girla. We thad beaporderad

in Bny way at @«ll, but theyefMars ATy WHO 4id, sven in thosa
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days. When men whe hive Just coas fros ths battlefisld

whars HAZls ware shootlng at theo could amile &nd ;aks

Tfriends with civilians who sculd aaqi 1y have bBaan the

familles of thoos amze NWazim, one can lmagine how wall

men in the Occupation Army would obay the
order. ¥hlle adking friemds with ug, tha
to lose peapeact for theim ponguarcra, and
frcn that pcint on,

{3} Lootlng and deunksnesgbelped to

ragpact that the slwvlllana =lght hawve had

no-fratearnization
Faraans ware bound

the troubls bapgin

todr down Any

At firmst for thaip

ap-pAlled somguerora. I don't =ean to say that it wia wrong

to enloy ocurselves and lpiulge in the luXuricus lifs of planty

that auddenly sabréced ua, But, it was wrong to appstr drunk,

undlseiplinsd, apd unaentrolled Baforas the Garmin populous,

and to thus deatroy the dignity of the U.3. Aray. The dada

could ba aald for the open and wholesdals looting that took

place durlng thode firat fow vital days, whan we zads ouw

lapressalon on the pedple t waa too late

whan atrlct crdars

were fimally isswved to end 211 this forrislally ™.

(4) The ecnfusion that was cradted when duccoedlirns

unlts prtared ths apel Brourd Obarwinter, the englneera and

the U.3.Navy, -=- sach with pew seta of pagulatlona, dr doee

likgely nona,
was concernad,
alaments in cu= oepoupitlon which p

Garmana ard incresssd our troublas.

ao far @3 the control of the conduet of thelr man
2= all hslpad to add to the unfavopable (for us)
layed into the harda of the

To ba treated 1n sush &




Cn #hs whola, 1 Beliove 1t was a POST ahowing,

perforadncas of a similap natues

Purthow

¢ — poor Edmlnlﬂ.t’-a.r.inn, laag
of dlaclpline amy control, am fraternization = throughout

the Alliasa Ceovpition Zopas of Geraany Way hive halped tg
apoll eur victery in Surope agaln, Fhould tha Aoy fail to

clrry cut & sucosssfyul Ocoupation ar Garoany, howavar, I fapl

that piwiliomg at hopa are just aa gullty, fep the Aralss the

U.3.A. seant "opew thara " £ Tight amd ozewpy wers ma diffeapant

la chardacter Teon thae reodl ndde of pue Pecpis whe atood by

and watchad,

ourlng the daya of the e¥pinding Rnine bridgshead Wn

watched Cha-wintas ehange froa & "reome line " inte & "baap

achelon” town. The Lroops acroas the River pushed the Nazig

baok, so that thaple artillery could ne longar intarpupt ths

efforts of our enginsera to build bridges asroas the Rhing
or hindar ths Tarr¥ing oparaticns of the UeSs Havy., Unita

of both flocked into Oberwinter ard went to wopk without delay,

while we reatad, atosd Guard, apd wiatched thgip Frogreds
Infipite of Jarry's peratatant boabing apd strafine, werk
Went on under ths eopar of artificial ameke ard ths forssta of
Pratecting AAA guns which waps clustered About that wital area,
And, By the tize heavy traffic and contimual aballing had eRused
the collapas of the Ludendart Eridgs, several pontoon and tpead-
WAy bridges had been stratched across tha awift Rhine te fdake ita
Flace. Nothing held back the graat praparatlons for further

£
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o
3o *d.‘. .
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ﬂdv?nc&u LAt the haart of Gormany. While the mcat terrifia
ccncentrations of Gck-uck firo that we had aver sasn kspt
Jerey's planss fres oauslng any great danass to tha sany
bxldgen during the daylipgh: hours, at nlght tanks aounting
dgrohlights 11t up the water on assh 3lde of avary bridgs
to prevent any Nazis froa avlazing down the Rhine to place
axXplosives on tha Bridpsa, Arzed guarda &lsc patrolled thea,
watenlng for any posslble attempta to destry our 1ifelinea.
It was aven rumored that tha Nazia had trisd to Sgnd small
submarines up the Rhime to undo the gocd werk of tha lat
Aray Engineers, but whitever they trilsd proved uselaaa.

Wa couldn't be atopped!

Among ths troops of the ipfantry divialons which the

Havy farried across the rlwver in 9=23ll assault boats, we
wara surprlsed to ses whole unlts of Negroes fop the fipat
time. Thay had finally Been glven the chance to woluntaee
for front line infantry fighting, amd had junped &t tha
cpportunity to dlapel any doubts or prajuiless whish still
:;,1-“597--_-5, from ths l&at war about the fighting wualitiss of
fimsripan Hegreo troopa. They had baan formed lntc sspaprita
battalicna and attached to pegular, proven diwvislons, such
a3 the lat and Bth Infantry Divislens. Tven ths Joutharn
boya with whom I talked agreed that the colered battalions

had deng 8 first-pate job, winning the reapsct of thoss who

fought along aide of thad.
Durlng the last fow days before our niviagion ercsdad
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transport pline, As we watched in utter fasslnatlon, the
two 8alled gracefully up over tha Rhine towarda Remagen,
and then off to the west. After that filrat suscesalul
plaina-glider "pilek-up®, many more olomildr telpa ware mads
to apesd up the svAcuAtion of the wounded from the unlts
flghtlng sdat of the Rhina.

Whan oup -m;'_q.upﬂ.r.,!mn dutles dizinlshed with the coBlng
¢f other troopa into town, 1t was dacided to launch anckthap
teeining program, the chisf item of which was anothar mock
attask on the sz2ll wvillage nestled in the hills just
behird Obarwinta=. The "ittazk™ was eappled out with inTan-
try mounted on the backs of tapks Agalm. A daash down 4 ateep
hill towapds the willage, after rushing cut of the over-
looking woeds wheps our plan of attack had basn foroulated,
give ud & teate of the kind of astion that cume up later,
on ths cthar aide of the Rbine.

nuping our "yacatlon™ in amd Arcund Oberwinter, nene of
wa failad te mpprecists the beautlful apd pleturssque canany
into which ths rapld advance had brought us. Tha wWara, sunny
waather of spring #long ths Rhine Valley did much o maks
& more enjoyatis ope, and I doubt Af any ol ua

our atay thare

w1ll forgat the baduty of thoas hilila that reode ADova the

broad, blus riwaer. 1t wes while on gutpoat duty during ths

daya when Wa bad been wirped of the changes of Hazli paraghutlat

aotivity bebisd cur limea that we hal & ghanse to get the

mpat imprasaive Tlew of the Rhina Valley. Our aguads ware

|
o
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plased &t vaerigyus Folots along the higheat hi1: everlocking
Obarwintar, fFog Which we soula Follow

the coupas of the river
for ten or Tifteen milea in s&ch #lraction. The beata on

the Rhine balow wua locksd 1ike childran's toya, but tha atags- j
phece waa go cleap during thogs daya that ia wag poasible to ! M J i
Plek cut the many cig 23alies and rulps that atill clunz to = r. }f v
what Sesded to be LnSssasaible paalks 2nd precipioes. It waa oy
3 glorlows aipght, ona whish zany of us hoped to sas Agaln
#oma day under Zore favopablas ciroumstancgs !

Cur aojourn in Oberwinter-am-%hein had ts ooae o an end
foonar er liter, much to the ragret of ug Bll. I balisvae, _
Lt waa thet night of tha 231 of Hargh that the fipat alanents i e R
of our Division actuilly arcsssd the Rhine. Our Task Fopeg } % b
Ahe® w3 amcng thoaa Tirat alezenta. M1 oupr shouldsp Fatchas ] ]

Wera redoved and tha diwiasion DasFlngd taped or palnted ovas

Ly

o the buzpera of tha half-tpacka, It was duppessd to hars

Fl

.._.i.F

Baan 2 gacrat mowae.

In bright moonlipght, ws headed Upatreda along the weatamn

e

bank paat palaciszl sstates of Thinelanders ard the Appoliparia

Bendatery untll reaching the cutakirts of daniged Feoagen.

m—
-l
s

There, we Zoved alowly out dapoas the witer on cps of tha

anginesra’ pontoon bridges protacted by brilliant dedrchlights |

en edch 3lde. Wa could feel the brldge yield undsr the welght _.:irt"

of the heavy vahlolasa an:l#u;ad. tha taut pibles would hold Ij
e legd awk g

fagt am keap tha brldgs sesationa from Belng cdrrled ¥ by g‘

the awift current rushing by the pontoons undernsath us. It
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BRTS Ul A quaasp fealing to be croallng that g-gat river, fo-

w2 wondered 1 we weyla 8Ver croaa Bask to the Anerisan side

inm aafaty,

Unee 2arcas, the ledding halfotracks of our lit Flatoon

turnad acuth 2lonz ths rivar road, It waan'tg long bafors we

clattersd by ths twlated atrustupres ef the rezilns of tha

Ludendopf Brldze, atill left Whara they had fallam whan tha

Erldge collapaed. wary faw feet wa =unms upen Ancthar agi.
Aok poaltlon, elther wrackead Gerdman guns, o= 1illl-shooting
one3 of our ownfdrces, that wapa cenatantly watched by theip
oreWa, 20 A3 to be able to furniah protesting ssresena ar Ank-
gk Tire during thoag wital daya when mem apd supplli=aa wara
rouring aorods to the lat Aray bridgebasd,  Wa contlnued on
dowvn the rosd threugh Linz to incther shidowy village whara the
convoy headed up away Froa tha Shine into the wooded hilla a&long
ita eRatern bank. It became notlcedbly soolar 43 We glished

Up into those hilla abeve thas Shins Valley.

Un re&ching the top of tha fipat hilly we cams upon the
seans of & recent tank battle. Thepe wore aix &r aipght dark
tanks acattered Abeut out in the open, oceonlit flslds, atill
left in the poaitlona where their crews hid fired their last
dhota, The oclumn halted a4 moment At 4 moad Juncticn amdl
then cortinued on Serosa the tep of the flprst ridge of hilla
tewards a pead that led us ipto & thick woods, It was in that
locdtion that we were to welt untll ths resalnpler ofithe
'LU:EF Javenth ™ crogoad durlng ths naxt twe daya.

Qur half-tracks were parked in among the treea alcng the

+
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cdge of the woods anpa camcuflaged with demd laayea and
branches. When that task was goaplated, wWe tcok time to
aurvey ths altuation. From the edge of the woods we could legk . .i- E '_i
deroad & broad walley of rolling fields and patohes of A ' ] .‘
trees Lo ses & ridge of hills parallel to the cme along which : - "
We wora than blvoudced, Tha léte evenlng barpaces froa both our %

and ths eneomy batteries 11t up that ridgs with clusters of

bright flashea that ware followed miny seconda lote= by &

desp rusbling, &a if thers hal bean ome contimulng sxplesion.

¥e astimated thet 1t was akout five milss to tha frontline

whera the ahells wers burating, for We kosw that at that tima [ .
the Rhine bridgehssd ¥as roughly thirty mllea long amd ten '- §
2llea wlde., We had no sconer curlsd up im our Blankata wlong-

side of freably dug-alit trenches Whan werwsrs ahaken rudaly

by the tarrific muZzle-blasta from & batiery of 155 az.'s

placed & ahort diastsnce bshimd cur wooda, Thelir prnja{liaa

sounded like the rush of faat freight tralns passing ovar

our haad, We watchsd patiently for the flashea, but thair =
tergetas wara bayond the pldge &rd out of alght., It waa quite

goms tids bafops ths burat on lapaft pame liks & dlatant

aoche cut of tha night. Insplte of auch interruptiona, we

anjoyed 8 pladsant alesp, dilsturbsd by mo incomlng shella,

Tither we weprs undiscoversd @a yet, or Jorry didn't biva the

ammunition to hurl ot usl
For tha mexXt two days we aat arcund and talked, ata two
Finally,

@madls 3 day, 4nd "weated ocut™ the next sasignasnt.
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o ware told what that Was to ba. It was thia! Whils we wars

altting thera ip the Woods, snough units had grosapd the Rhine

to zaks the total coneantration of troopa andg &q-...::Pe.nr. in ths
AmALL Area of the brideshead the greatsat that thore had Baan
8% 4ny polot during the wan, Thras corps of the 7.5, lst
Aroy wara raady, Wiltlng for tha wopd from Qan, Eradlay to
launzh tha finai relentless drive inte the haart of Hazi
Garzany, Cur mlaslen wag o Spparhedd that delve down ths
Abur-to-Frankfupt Juperhizhway to meat tha forces of Gan,
Fatton's 34 Aray, whish haa croaged the Rhina, too, apd ware
heading north froz Frankfurt., We hoard thet second morning,
alas, that the Sritish and Canadians had crossed the Rhine
north of the Rhup, tomsthar with the U.3. Sth Aroy. Thias
wWia it! Bearlin bound, &t last!

W& alept{?)] on that Inforaation during that seccnd night
and thon were ordersd to zove agiln to the final forwapd
433pably area tha follewinz afterncon. Tha §9th Infantpy
Diwlalen wae fighting to saoure for us & 2lear entrdnca onto
the Superhighway. Wa travellsd 4 fow ailes furthar acught
through recently saptursd, badly desaged willagss and took
up poalitiona in soms fislds & Tew milas frem the 99th'a front
line, whish sxtended acreoss the gro&t highwiy by that tiza.

A ter-ified Jerry, whe had besn biding in the woods, cams
runnlng out im & great hurey to surrendsr to our squad, 24 the
half-teaska and tanks sgattered out over the blyouac fisld.

Forgas questlonsd hio and foun? that hse had besn & formsr aray




vetarinary whe hag been clvan a rifls & faw

Samt to the feapt to fight,

days before and

An 213 fallow, he Y43 deflinitely
not 33 salibaw=,
Wa spent the svening getting aoqualntes wlih the teokaps

from C Co. ef the 1Tth Battalion with whom we wars tg tesaa up

For the dash down tha Juperhl ghway, They soamed 1iks a Tina

bunch of fellows, gecd men to work with, woll-aprinklsd with
voaterans whe had takan Fart in that other wild stasple-
chise, the Tth A.n."a récerd-bredking drive &orosg 620 milag
of France in only three weaka. Milte Fittingly, thoim Elatoen
Ledder was nomed Fatton, {no relatien to his blgh-ranking
nazp28ke). Wa aaked sach othar guestions to make aure wa
ofch undarated ths part to ba Flayed by the cther half of
our Lank-infantry tean, and than dettled down for & laat
night's rest, stretchsd out on the grourd in o.I, btlankets
along side of ou- 3lit tranches,
The nerwvous tansicn amd Bxcitezant that evenlngwas
mich the same &4 that exparisngsd by & football tesm befcors
the biggeat geme of tha 2psa3on, only multiplied many timaes,
That was umderstandable, fop in the dawn of ths next day,
¥a Were Lo take part in the launsky ng of the biggest oparaticn
of the wir in Surcps, with the eXcaptlon of D-day in Norasndy.
This was tc hive bean the "one mors, big, cocrdinmted hasve ™
about which Shurehill had spoksn whon he viaited the Lrss of
prapiraticns for the British and Oth Aroy's crossing of the
fbkine, We dldn't know just how tough Lt would be, op how fap

sould gpearhasad the Arlve without meeting & stons wall of
wa k
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daterminesd Toaldtanss, It ¥ad to ba dacldedly a bip gazble,

In which the higy 8tikes thet Genepal ko " would pe shooting
for wara a Mlek wlotory with minlous coats ip lives apd pa.
BoUrges. Fomdaring oup charoas of 'Maing-out * g Approaching
storm, we lookad up sleeplaaaly at tha 3tira that stood oyt -y oy e

30 clearly on that Harch night, Auesesding to Apift ore into I,

Sl=ap only aftgp Saveral hours or tryiog,
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Erartly after we awoke, “Noveho" come un te se in the Aark to oy, 4 :i
"Wofiride, you heve the lead tank fer the firgt twe hours”. That mesmt
toat I ves in charge af the podnt of the U.5, Army ap we ruphed pousth down
the sutobohn. Li. Porgee and his squad rode on the second tank lozedintely
behing mine.
Fhen wve came to an overpass, I would tell the tank coconnder to giom.
I would jusp off the took and use cy bayenet 4o olash the red mnd white
demolition wires mttached underneath the tridges. It, Porpes would help [y
oe. We neutralized the threat to our edvapce. Fortucately Jer=y diéd not L i

blow up the bridses while we were dcine this.,
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We awoke while 1t was atill black to eab & hurled LV o
broskfast, mount our &sslgned tanks, and move off asppoan ;

tha fleld towdrda the country road that 1sd to tha famsd I~ |
Autobahn. The roaring amd beskfiring of the hepda of lurch- |
ing, spimning,and wedwing tamks alscot dedfensd ua a3 we

el

=
\% tried to gollect our thoughts for the coalng attack. Soon
comrleately wide awike, wa begen to beccoae assustozed agaln
3 to the situatlon Ln which we found ouraslwvas. Fipally 4 golusmn
¢ | of tanka with :l.!l'lf-'l.ﬂt.:'g,':]..:n elinging to Lhelpr backsa ln varlous e d -
positiona and degress of cocafcort bacims organized out of
| what had aspfed like certaln chacs and diacplisp, A
T

With Tasgk Fopme Rhsd laading Coabat Comsapd “47, wWhich

¥
| wida in turn leading ons of the two advancing ocolumna of the

™

oy

"

3:5 Tth, ws passed throuzh the lines of tha ooth, clpcled &

[ amall mineTisld through which the snsinserd had slsdrad &
l\'"I aafa poad, and turned onto the beautiful concrete, siX-lans
highway, 00"A" was ordeped to ddwance boldly down the hizhway,
whila G2 "™ " tock ancther parallsl moute off to the left flank,
ard 00" " bpought up the redr in reserve behind us.

With our lat Flatoon &nd ths tankara' lst Flateon of
2harména in the lead fop the flpat two hours (platoona alter-
nated Bn besoming the point of the apearhasd every two houpa},
wa mide falrly good prograss, bul werse held up Crequently boF

v T
the dsgolltion of underpiassa ard cverpAsged. Each poim
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whers £oidld pissed under or over ths maln highway hed been

prapired for demclition when the Autobahn had hesp Bullt. 3 ]
Those Nazls were reallata, heving Toronsen ths poaslbls o
antrance of sneny Grales into ths Relch, inaplte of what :I

thay had told thalr pecple. But, desolitlions or mno dempli-= 3 |
ticna, the @dwvinoe want on. Cur 334 Tnginera rushed up to .

the head of the colusn 3t every obstacls aast, lpbrder to

gledr avay mined, logs, 4nd ataped, bulld tempopary bridpgs

qactions, or help the tanks back cn the maln rcdd agiln.

They furnlshed us with grest asuppori, helplng lozeasurably

to dpeed ths adwance, :
Seyeyal \ "
At the lagse of She—fimsdetes hour3, during vhich tluis |4
we muat have travelled 51:\:1_-&? eight miles, 1t bacags oup
it VL= o

turn to lesd the column,’ Lt. Fatton crderedhis five Sharmans
to gdyince &t top apsed untll we pedsbed tha head of tha
goluan whare the snglresra were laying down & tadpopacy
seotlon of tyrsadway brldgs Scroas & partly-destroyed under-
pdsa, The lsading tank, to which ou= H.2 Squad wra.sji':ung!.ns,
pausad thepe until Lt. Col. .q:had. End Lt, DJable waved 1t
apross thas mew bridge, ahoutlng to Fatton o wait untll

ke had Sdvanced 200 yords down the road, and then atapt

firing every wedpon he had.

With those inatructions, We thurderad ahead at a faat

four tinka of the 21 Flatoon followWing

pica with tha othar

a sheort dlstance behlnd, ataggerad in column 80 &3 to have wider 4 3 Ry
A LA
anglea of fire to the front and flinka. 11 five tamka aprayed ':-:'_:. o
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thes 3ides of the road with .70 amd .50 callbass mdzhine guna, 3 1 “:L.
2nd hounced TH or 75 mu, shella alenz tha vosd in front of us, d
oo that they would rlcochst aff ths Favadant, burst in the 4
&lr, and hurl shrapnel in & widas c:rcl&daﬁy suspiolcun drea
whare Jersy gun crawa or bazooka mem might hive besan hiding
dravw prodpt fire of all five tankas im ths Tlatcon. Wa that
rods on ths backs of thoss nolay, firg-apouting momstera, kept
eur riflea resdy te plok off any Jarrles that mizht have basn
dble %o avold being hit by the fire from the tanke.

The jutcbahn awclda all towna and villages batwaan the
lagge gltles Which 1li ccnmecta, so we paassed mcatly through ' -
woods apd flelds that dzg, but off to the flanks we could sae
the patches of white sheets and slothing hunpg froo ths windeows
in every willge, Just B our redle progefns hod told the Gar-
mans te do 1f they wished to haye their townas spared, Any
houage Tlylnz no white colors wia lmmedlataly under ﬂumplr_'lnn.
tut thaase wapa faw and faw batwean durlng those Tlpat Tew daya,
of the blg rush. Out to elfher flank the hills apd wocods

wars full of ths sounda of advansing tanks, &nd no wender, for

pushing ocut into Ger=any with us that day were ths 34 and Sth

irzorsd Dlvialons of thoss threes Corps of the UW.3. lat Aray.

It @ust have besn & terrifying &nd Ewa-lmapleing warning of s 2 '.;‘
the lzpending disaster whish an ensay srmy was beinglng lnto ;) s ""h_,i';fﬂ
tha haapt of Coarmany for the firat tizs in over & hundped yadrd. 'p.fl % '_L 1 :_ |
Wa had advanced sevarsl miles without having had Lo call :‘ . - =]

spon the engineers, 3nd without having found i e I.J_-'_"d Yo i 'L-‘:T
- &
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interasting to shoot 4t than & wagonload of Trightensd e

Jarplas &3¢aplng Roroes the Tislds away Cerom the hizhway

A Tow hayatdcks, scmes Targ bulldlnga and ssveral patscheas of

woods, Suldonly, we clas GAround 4 cepner to dge two faraing & |
villages, apresad out ip & amall vallay below ua, cne on 1
eithar alde of tha posd. A depmelished underpass ooapsllsd
ua to tupn off the road and hpad down paat & grove of pinga
te & ateep hlll lsading down to the neapsst tesm. Wa dia-
meunted And searched-cut the wooda, while Lit. Fatton's
gunner took & few shets 4t what appearsd to bs an AT gun
poaltilon on the hill acrosa the valley. Waring the tdnka
em 3g81in, We rin to our redpectlve mounts &nd climbed up | -
to taks ocur pesltions onca aore. We had no socner gob -
apited when the naxXt underpass A ahoprt dlstance down the A
podd bBlew up 1n cur Taszea. Howawer, thors waa atlll &
third urdargass to crogd 1T wa Ware to dveld golng rear

the town. Lt. Fétton hesded hls tank 1ln that diresctlon, and
then haaltated, hiving changed his mind when no more Lhan
50 yards Away. Hls good judgsent And gqulck declalon to usa
& detour asaved tha day for wa, for Just 83 our leading tank

atoppad, that third underpaszs blew up in the alp, &nd the

forae of the explosion flung gre&t chunks of concrate owsrc

cur tank te fall all srcund us. Apparantly the Jarry who sei ; 1[. .-4. ‘ .
ik h
+ "
off the charges b¥ presalng 8n alanterle awlteh froz a hidden ] Pt 1‘1 >
# L

poaiticn in one of the houses saw his prizs wad not to be & tink y ] { !;"-.!

)
: - -
'k

apd & agquad of G.1."a, but desided to aci off the chirges any- .
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way 1n Af attempt to thwart cur 23dvance.

Put his afforts wara ip valsm, Tor, angerad by thes cloas
agoipa we had hai, Li.Fetton sent his tanks charging dcwn
tha Rill, firing away it scatisred housed in the villags to
gosrs tha Germans out of further raalistanos, HAore Wwhita flaga
appedred, 8T Blubbarlng Jerrlas cias scaapering oub of many
of tha burming houiss. Ierges and I Juoped off to exaaine
tha two amell bridges along the road theough towm to mes 1T

they h2d besesn prapared fop dsmclition, Finpdlng no ohdrges

placed around them, wa wayed tha tanxs forward & ageond Liog

apd off we went, lgnoring the bawildersd Germand who poaked
uses to witch us poar paat.

Autobahn,

fearfully arcund cornera af ho
Wa found & way to soale the bank lasding up to the

whigh wa then crosssd, 80 &3 to Be ahls to Tire on tbhe agaond

willags losated tn that vallay. One of the tankd a8t on fire

a haystack which hid pastlallyshislded apd Ack-ack zun frog

When the tonks mad all reaphed tha othep olde

our obasvatlon.

of tha poad, We 54w & Jarry wiylng & white T1BE from & long

poLa around the ccrnar af & barm, Wa poticned to hida to coas

out, whlczh ha ald, after hsaltsting at firet for fasr that e
%o haver learmed whether the underpasd

would sheoot Bim down.
for he wa3 gqulckly perdad

tal bean dastroyed BF hiz er mot,

towards the raide with cthes Trightaned Jarriad.

Flushed with the caplurs
cagie to mupry the polusn ALODE,

a of two more TiLLAEE3, Fattcocm

ap that W

radlicosd bagk Lo
Whan the [ilrat tapk of the naxl pla—

aculd atart off Again.
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tcon came in Sight, off wa dashsa up tha hill to tha Autoe

bahn. Thers we found that what we bad feared aight ba ag
A-T gun posltion waa cnly 4 plle of brush, Relisysd by that

dlacovery, we headed around the next corner with ranavad
confldenee that all would E0 wall.

Than auddenly, not more than 40 gards away, two Carsan
vehlcles drawlng two A-T zuns whosled out onto the rosd in
Tfront of us. Fatton was the first to reccver from the shosk,

apd whila Jjusping zround eXclitedly in his turret, ha shouted
diracticnd to his gunmer, "oo™ dalsskl, who qlzkly had oup
firat shot on 1ta wiy te Bcops & Sipget hBit oo the first Hazi
Eun. Then saveral more H.Z.'s and & faw AE, ahells, ard
both guns wers of no scre use to tha Jerriss, Who hid sourpisd
off the road after the Tirast dlpeet hit,

In the meantlme, We jusped off the leading tank, and
g&lloped up through the wocds to find the Jerriss,. Forgea
and I wara 1ln the lsad, both of us shouting the German phrases
whish he hod teled to tsach the Ceo, &t Clemens, Ths tanks hail
gtopped whera the flring began to wait untll we rounded=up
tha prisonera. We relchsd the wrasked guns &nd bBurnlng
Pahlicles, but saw no Jerriea, Then, I happanad to look down
into & lapge culvert leading under the road. There I saw
thras Garmana heddlad togather in the ddapk, Thay undsratood
encugh of what I aald to coae out guistly and quickly, where
Fopges interviewed them brisfly to get 8ny pertiment lnforma-

tien Sbeut thelp unlta which thelr conversatlon oight ravadl,
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It turned out that they wire soms artillery2en froo the

Gap=an 35th Infantry Diwislon, whish our Diwlalen had by=-

pasgad Along the way that mocrning. Thay had baen attanpting

to sscaps vii the Autobahs when we had sut them off. After

a4 further ssarch of the surrounding Wocds for more Jerrles, |

wa roturned to the Flatcon of tanks and gontlousd on Gur WAy, ;
The tanis rodped on Agaln, flring all thelr gun: &3 thay

advanced along the highway, A shopt dlatance Ahaad wa oioo

to the last chatacle mot that day, 2 high ovespads that had

baen weljdestroyed by Nazi demolitions. The tanka julled up

to & atop, each ons faclng 3o Aa to cover ita shars of the . .

possible danger zones on both flanks and to the front. Each " i

pime the tanka atopped, we always fannad ouwt te asarch the

wooda on sither side of ths road, for evary one of those

sbataglas which forsed us to atep mould have bean pirt of &

soheze for azbushing tha point of our golumn. That atop

40 Forges orderad ua to slizb over tbe

h sida of the road for

was no excepblon,

wrescked overpdad am advance Al0NE SAC

asyeral Mumdred yarda o form & protadtlve Scresn. Cur relisl

was dus, bubt Lt waa naga3adry Lo outpeat ths ared whera our

tamks bad stopped until ths 34 Flatcon could aove fopward

aml take over the lond.
wa adyanced through the
These lsading Cired & faw a

traad and underbrush

fantlously,
hota

along ths edge of tha read.
apd colled cut in German b
in ths &rsa Lo codd out Wit

g urga Eny Jorcles

avary faw ateps,
n thair

that might hawe besn nidbbg
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hemds over thelr haadn. We had redchsd tha next curwvs, about

4o yarda froo the damaged cvarpass, payord Which wa could aes
apcthar town lnm tha AYstance, whan our oalla succesded in teopting
sbout & dofen more Jerrles to leawe the bushes whare thay wera
piding and ourrerder. 1 @earched thea hastily, placed thea in

& eolumn alomg the road behind & fallow whe appedred to be The

1mader of ths delpgation, and than opdarsd them to “barchez e

They pratended nct to understard &t firat, for thara 1s nething

& Garzan hates worae than to hive sc=acns speak to bla in French.

With & little prodding, howevar, they scon sarched off undar tha

guard of ene G.I. I bagen locklng for dors who would ba will-

sopa priscners and so0m 34w snother eight of thea

1 could tell thay had

ing tao be

greouching behind acme logs and buzhas.

pesn hugsing the ground Tor faar of the fire of cur advinclag

Enaping thom covapsd, 1 called oul, tpylog to get thed

tanicd .

to co=ze cut th whers 1 wid atapding nedr the poad, They had
all juat pisen to their Teet, whan the BE.A.R, men io York'a
squad Pehind me cut loo3e with @ burat of autoaatle fire that
geaped thea out of thelr wita. They rTan of f through tha

have gons Lnto the

urdsrbeush. I% would hare been faolish to

woods arfter the=, so I gAVE VP the guedt.
har up the poad to whare Wa aould gat & betlar
¢ to our left flani, W pagan Lo hadr tank

probably dome of oupr owWo

povring furt
wigw of the town ©

angloes 10 the diatance.

from B.0. /BMe golumd put wa couldn
" uhp pame teAaslng up i0 hia Je=

Thay wars

1y topll for aura. 1 raporbed

p to

that informatien vo "Hawaho
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look over ths asituatlion. Behipd him cize cur 34 Flatoon

mountsd on thslp tanks, and all reddy Lo take over tbe

poaition of point for 0.C. "L ™a aplumn. We waved good luck

to them, #nd hedded Back to find ocur ovn tanks anl the peat of tha

Tiatoen. Wa cdse upon them whare they had stoppsd by tha U'D'!til:ﬂh
Tha fellows up front drew acae A-T or tank Tire froa tha

vleinity of tha town on our 1eft, ac ths aptlillery bittapy wWoa

galled forward from the resr of the poluan. Im faw dpoonds

aftér a1l aix "prieata™ (name given the aslf-propelled 105 ad.

arzored Sptillary howitzers) had pulled up iato position io

ths Flpld meds cur tenka, the firat shalla wera "o the way .

Fipat, & fow "air-burata " {2 help tha cbaseyer adjuat tha

aatizatsd pange to Kila target, them & "artapry-cne-round "

firg-opdar followed, Znd that wid foLlowed by mere of ths

pime until 1t waa thought thid "Tepey would papalt ul to
advanoe ™ & 1ittls furthar.
off again, With the Jrd Flatoon atteupting to aqual the

blistering pice wa had set, - (over 11 mllas im WO houra).

Thapa Wore no nors Asmolitlion3 met that day, amd wWe radlly

mide time for the neXt fawW gllea, 3Jbon wa notlced & coluan

of wehicles conimg cnto &he Autobahn froa & country ro-ut],i:n

oup right flank. Om getting cloder, We aaw that the columm
of wehicles and Zen froom tha Gth Armored

in guestion condiated
o axshange of tank fira up front,

Biviaion. Thars hsd boan @0
for our men had not Imown the

ot basn abls 1O tall dt

wa heard later, gtk was to uie
fipat

the dame moute, &md had Also n
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whetker ths Approdching tanks wees friemds or Tomw, I waa
luekily, howswar, & g3ze of mlatakan ldentlty which caused

no casuslties, for the firs of both hod besn lnacourate at
long rings h-.ram{tm.y finally feund gut that thay balongedt

to ths aims Army.

Tha twe Aiwislons contlnusd side by alde until wa r:qlhud
Montabous, whars the Golomels in chirge af tha twe laldigg
poluzns conferred over thelp m2ps by the sids of tha road,
¥a were told later thit tha two divlalcocma, the Tth and S9th -
pach 1n @ Aiffersnt corps, bal beaen ElVan ths sage objsctlve,
--Lizbeurg, Sither scascna had gada @ amldtaks along the line
of Command, or alise it had besn thought &t fipat that 1% would
raoulrs both cutfita %o captura thai towm. in 4ny casa, Lt
waa decided on the spet to lat tha gth A.D. continus on Lo
[iabourg, flve milea ahead, while ths Tih 4.0 gut dus saat
along the back roada towapda WetZlar and Gladdsn in tha Lahn
qivyar ¥alley, That Waa thes mew plan dgraed URGTL.
1t was anothar i3k ropena's turn to balkm the latd, S0 We
ths hlghway nedr Acntabous to perilt thazn to pRad

pulled off

on by our soludn. We wers up on & hill at the tiae,and frodg
t waa posaible to lopk back ths WAY Wa hed come

hrﬂhwum.mﬂuwm,ﬂﬂ

that point 1

and sse the long linea of tank
wars bringing thes strlking powar of tha Amerlsan Army loto
Garoany. What 4 aight that wag! 1P tha Hazis that atill
rpad been Abla LO gaza BL

a and

atood in fromt of cur apasrbaada

the atrangth’ raprasentad by theoe hunireds of  tank
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thousands of fighting @msn, I an surs that V-E Day would hawve
besn much sconor than the &th of May.

In dootabour, we hid the great satiafastion of raleasing
seme of cur own Tih Armorsd men who had haon captursd dusing
tha lat Battls of 3t, Vith in Decexber, 4a wpll a3 gen froa
cthar divislona. 1 dldn't ape them, myself, but scap of our
tankers who want through the town brought back tha raport.

Wa pested thers & Tow hours, &nd watched tha cthars roll by,
while we Wirmed up scoe E-pratlons over giiclins flrea alcong-
aida the tanka.

it waa dark vhan ths order cigs to Rdvanse, but that
falled to alow up the progress we hal mades. In fmot it
ssemad as though we mads much better tize during the fipat
houpa of that moonlit evening, for the tanks atreajsd acroaa
the countryaide towdrds the east, awvolding the largsr Lowms
whare peaiatance mizht have besn met, The tdnpkers all took
turns pelisving the driver, 2o that they could get soze reat,
whille still polling fepward into Germdny, 8nd we did tha beat
wm sould to peldax in all manner of strénge poalticnd 1n
the limited spice behind the gun turrat. it was pold apd
damp, but by huddling together we panafittad froa the body
warmth of those fellows next to us. At one pelnt, 1 walked
s thers ware some light tanks in our coluan, hoping

up to whar

to find a moro sultable place to atpetch eut. I buaped lntd

Lt. Zang, oy frisnd from Cenp grof't, Bnd he invited me to

en]oy the warath glven off by the gantilating syatem ol
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tha engines in the new Me24 in which he was riding aa H. Q. Hertds

Ckdarvar. 1 acsapted hia ipwltatlon:
purlng the might, We had asen cme wrooksd Hazl conwof
aftar ancther, wWith guantitiss of dssd horses and acdshed
supply wagons cutnumbering by far ths still smoking trucks . |
1eft in tha wake of the hard-hittling pelnt of cur spedr-
heading unit, Often ws paused in villagea long ancush to
pala surs wWe wars on the plght poad, Epd we watchsd the
gtaptled and bewildered Geratna crowd along tha road to
talk in oufflsd volces. Sompitlmas, & faw of ths then llbari=

ted slave laborers in each fapaing sommunliy would chear End

shout out, ™uakl"” or "Folakl", Lo mske aura Ma undaratocd

that not 211 of tha byatandess Wers Jermind. Wa waved

alaspily and shouted DRck 2 grapting of acaa aopt, anl than

tha tank sngines would turn over, drownlng ocut further con-

warsatlicn, Snd wa would be off onoe =ors over the dark, hilly ol Y
{ !

pounteyalde. Othar timssd wa took the Wrong turna, or hal to
patrage Our stepa whan wa cima to smell gountry bridges that 1

2 tona of cur msdlud tanks. s

would not howve supported tha >

But, 1t msde little diffsrence in the end. Each =lle ¥a ware 5 B

sovering amother mils of Germn tarrltory, &rd in the morning, L N

the ped lins of ths tactical map revatled an fapre3alves ad=- i '_"'

vange for ths firat 24 bourd after Brasking loosa frou the ;:_' o hod

Rhine EBridgehasd. il ki, | .ﬁgﬁ:‘:ﬁ
y I the fogey dswa which sealoped us, I wallmd haok O 'f_‘ o, it

find Lt, Lopges, Ths solumn had stopped for qulte soda LN, 1'_.' - o i :q{

i B il




and hs falt 1t would bBe wise to sxsmine tha wooda that
perdarsd the road. iepad with his 45 automatic and @Y
gna granddg, wWe ata-ted out togethar to sas wWhat we could

find., Wo hod not wallked far bafors coalng wpon two troasodous
Jarry artillary trusks, ons ol which had & garriigs behipd 3%

which supperted the luzgesl gun tirpel 1 hive over Spon. ILta

ALnoptar wWid nearly half again s gredl da tha length of my

aize 11 shoa, whan held wp Lo the muztls, Thers wars pro-

pably more vehlcles in the convey that had baen hiddan in

the wooda, but thers waan't @ Jerry in alght who alght bays

given uid tha information. We did fird, howawer, Boss hedwy

gapman Army blanksts that added to the poaforta of our LrE-

gala fre= that Tiz=e ON. Alao, & pils of Gerdan packagas

glving us ths chanes Lo make WE for asome of the

ch the Hozio had oap-

mat our eyes,

vhran-gquartar million Ghelotods pdckizad wiil
but the cont anta proved

tured durlng the pattle of the Fulgs,

to be & wholly 1padaguate braakfast. Wp didn't oire for thair

epats oaks and gockied, and Torees' gueit for Japry J4rdingd,

whicgh he 21Ways gravad, provad no sera sugsandful.

upther along tha road ,
pan Aoy BLVWOUAL

i ahort dlatance r wa pazded 2

usly been & Gar

tpaea Lhat nad obwlo
4 the usudl agaortaent

t on the groand ami
pazains of hund rad

grove ol
arpa,. Scattered sbau
el aguipment Ware Lhe of Azerledn

ten kind whiz

of abapdon
n oontalned & paristy of

Sad Orosd packages,
pragarved repdas for the pourkahoant af cur prisonerd of war
in CGarmany. The Hazlo had dapidsd that the packagas wars
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fitting prizea of Wir ard had isaueg thez to thelr own dan
L}
Scecrding to ths avidance wa saw thare. Only & fow whole

boXes remainsd unopanad .,

Thesa we sampled and found fap

better than the contents of the Jarry mail Crared beform.

Uontinuing onm that Rornling, we bagan ta PR83 ore am
more Jerdin prlacneras that trudged watrily down the poad
Lowdrds the rear of our eclucn, raiaing their hands quickly
83 sidch Iher=an rugbled Fagt them. They hod faared to show
thamselved at night, last they bo shot whils trying to aup-
render, but during daylizht hours, they fleosked dewn t:li.'.".e
redda to meet the advancing Aroorad goluana, Host of theas
weres & sad locking let, for tha beat unita wera aither north
4rousd the Rhur or belng held in ressrve further to ths gant
Tor the Hazia last desperation stapd, Howaver, so@e could
9till earry themsslves eract, glaring insolently Bt us &a
we want by. ALl aleong the way, too, we bogan to @as that day
many places whers the Geradns had planned to pesist to tha
last man, only to changs their oinds upon boaarlng the approsch-
ing thurder of the hunireds of rearing tanks heading towasds
tham. Such sights as abandoned anti-tank gun positlions, whaea
both guns apd &aso had besn blown up to awold captups, when
the crews =8nning theam though it Eetter toc save thelr own
gkins, or half-finlshed rord-blocks and entrenchoenta, --
guch .aighta as thsese were cozzon that gsscond day. But, here
and thars, ths yeot unmburisd dsad of sach Groy revealsd that

gone Germana chose to flght. and it wasn't 3o very much
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furthar, that we Tinally case upon mepe than @ few who choas
P

+to Ao @o! The Tact that we never knaw When or whare that

weald be mads the Job of lesding the ooluan & partisularly

nerya=wracking onac

By noon, We had made our way inte the gantly rolling
sountry-alds of the Lahn Bilver Valley, which 1a bordered by
good sizad hllls that helped Lo shannsl the atpeamas el Arnored
yahiclea a&nd =en, 83 thay flecded Across the rich faratng
pountey Tound in that part of Germang. For the flrat tlas ¥a

sguld wess cleaply the alaws leborera that had been Ereating

us tn the dapk the nlght balfore. Tegether with Allled pri-

gonars of war, they formed 4 wara pagepticon somnittes in adch

good-aized pommenity we entersd. The 1ight in thelr ayed, thea

underatandabls grititude 1o thelr expresdlona, 4nd Ths un-

rastpAiped cheers thay shouted fa We padssd Were aplna-

tingling and uplifting in the snthusiasgand Teeling with
Wa wavad, smiled, =ads T-gigna wWith

patingd Bnd encour azpmants

whleh they wWara BElv&n.
our fingers, And ahouted bick P
to the varied but united ipternationdl groupd of faces that
spowded 1nto the atpaats 4lOomE Cur spute of advadncs. gach

ra thelr tattared EWL mtill aiatinpuishable uniforas

brata thalr 1liberatlicn.

Eroup Wo
or that day to celse Heps Wa S@w 4000
barpat-capped Fraaohied, who 8

Wriye les Amsricains®,

nouted cub wr.gneaia ®, "Vivre

aa wa rusbed FRAL;

1a Franea ™, or
thera & gAtharing of G.L."8, B 11autenant frea the gth Diwvision
agilingly holdlng W@ his shouldar pateh for w3 to ooa, or 8048
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Mp Forea pllota still wearing thelr shsrlsksd "iogs ®; in
sncther group scams Erlilah Toemales laughlngly shouted to us
te "woep 'mm rolling, Yanlka". Susakls &nd Folakis, and
countless othar lesd edally distinguished nationsls chilmed
in to add to the over-all plcturs of nolay, happy, Tormar '
waAr 1:!"'.:11:-!'.‘9:"! &ard alave laboprara. In marked contrast to those :
groups who grestsd our Arrival with such spontinacua enthuslasm

wors thosa who Térsed that cther "reseption coamittes ™, the

quiet, oullen, @nd dlazayed Gersan viliagara wha auddanly

found themaslvea sngulfed in the tide of oup aivanclng arales.

1t was amusing to compare thelr glum and bawildered expresalona 8 2

with theas of o Alliss who pushsd threugh the raaoka of F

up
Garadns to push,2nd shaks our cutatratched henda, wben the

tanks slowsd up suffislantly, or stopped along thae villapgs

atpebts, To sdes such slghts durlng theds daya helpad to

maks up for the zonths of mlsersbly slow apd ceatly advancas

that had beapn endurad by the lucklsst &mong ud. Tha Aays of

the firat rush of that great adwyancs dcrodd ¥azl Geradny

gaye us & waialth of aush slghts anpd exparlesnced, which aven

ths moat sdsusl ochagpvers could naver forget., Thoss days

wara worth l.‘nr‘.'ﬂgl
It was not long befora we 1pft the moin road, along whikh A s
wa had besn travelling up tha Lahn Riwver Vallasy &nd haoded

try up lnto the hills agein., The purpess af that ir . i

A arona- Qo
rsf latap, was to spable us #1
=

change of diresticon, we disoove

8.7 chborlng villages T
4o awisg sgound te approdch Watzlap and 113 melg g i L
[ .




from the morth, inatesd of mowing furtber along the read
which lsd dlractly to ths town, Taking the less-expected
approash, We made our wiy theough amall country roada and
gpails in the woods, whickh we would hava thought noenally
impassabls for @sdiua tanka and T.0."a, Howaver, With the
popbinatlon of good reconmaissance and alkillful dr-lving By
tha tank dplvars, we tock advantage of the cover cffared

by woods and hills to sonfuse Tha Mazis who might have Gesn
atteopting to satimats the probable direatlons 1n whlch our
aolumns Wera heading, And the omly plénes saan in the sky
abowa us on that cleSr sunny day wWare Qur OWED amall Cub
gpagewatlon planss and the high-flylng formaticns of bosBara
and fighters intent upen bringing 2 final whirlwind of de-
struction upes the Relch.

Ey lats afternosm, Taak Fopsa Shea cams to & halt in &
patch of wooda behind a high hill bordaring the Valley.
Feen the top of tha hill we could inok down upon d good-
the cutakipts of Wetzlar. LE Sol.
raat of tha bill,

alzed town, not far frez

ghea =8de hisz plan of attack from the ©

aftar having Forges quastlon 3ooa Jerry prisonsrd about tha

probabla gtrength of &ny foroas that wera 1D the 4ra&. Tha

two young Hazls, vho claimed to be afflsar candlidatas fron &
nosr_by ashool, teld Forgas thut thare wars % pout forty a2en

atill in town, aroed with only plfles and panzerfauste "
{Thesa wara powerful apti-tank Wedpond, which lookad 1lke
pandles, B thalr aXplesive p‘l‘DJu-.‘.Trlla-B-

fourth of July Foman
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sortaining about 7 1bs, of T.H.T. wara graatly fearsd by

who Tound them affsstive againat our SherEang ).
teily, and than Forges

the aqued lagdera

gur tenksTs,

Tha plan of attagk waa ceaplsatsd U

and donendsl poturped to the tanks to tall
In ths waudl Frc:adura,

how W3 Wara to maet the gltuatlon.

tha oquad lodders paagad on thal

ipformation Lo LRELT DA0,

ard wa ware raady LO ES.

The thras rifle platoond &f 4 Go,, mounted on thres
platoens of tanka, led the attack, burabing ot froa our
middan gasambly ared 1o the Woods R0d Aashing AoWa thes hill=
n the town feos thras difrarant dirscilond.

glda to Approds
zing froa the windowa,

Elngy han
fraaly, 98 “.-'m}.!.d-n'zn mama
Afgne sdge of the
aly thoough
alowly at

Sealny goaroaly Any WRils mar

wa didn't heaitete %o fies GWAY
within close TENES of tha firat houaad.
Lown, We Alsnounted at ONoE asd sdvanced qu:;.
the streats ahgad of the tanks, which cragh along
Wo had to ba papeful O ayold ahoot-

pyorting tank flre, O whan

dlstance babind.
a celling Tor B8R
sther. HEaeplms co
rfigult thing? about

g sals
{fifr oAl O man whe
oo one block to 2O
a gna of tne moat Al

advancing Ir ptact betWearn

aguada and platocna W
gtipast TLERULINE in lapge ToWAS. Aadio nelped 1o ariptaln Glode
aeordinatlon patwoan larger ynits, bDut fron Oompdnd 1gvel Om 1OWT

ptast by

gaquadd thaoselved,

pand aignals, shoutas or =0
¢ tns attacgk werd

to tha
geouta aml punnacrd Wara akagluiely nucasdary 1

to p:'r:ug;mas amoothlY .
na Lown TR £he Lahn FLVET .

tna middle of the

To ba

Theough
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surg, it w8an't very wide at that polnt, but 1t was ap
cbatacle, &nd requirad ou- resonnalasdnce to Tlpd & sultatle
point where tha tanea 2eull sroas without begaing down, fop
the bridges had been blown, “e pecshed the river, aftor
clearing those Louses mot dlready gat on flre during the
pprodch to the town. Host of the Jerry civilians apd & few
priacners were hiding in savesal largs naves slong the Cece
of the rdvine above the river. Jos Alrkovich, Heateramlth,
and 1 had dlscoevered the odves and decided to opder tha
clviliam fto pre=elin thare until we had captursd tha whole
town. Moat of them didn't have to bs urged toic mo!

At the riverh sdge, we ran into "Navaho®, Forgas, and
tha rest of our platoonm. After @ short delay to emabls tha
ethar two platcond to catch up to our lins of advanca alomg
the rivar, we dabhed out from the cover of tha rallroad
gtdtlon and mowved quinkly Ampross the weeaked bridage, with
the two rlfle aquads leadlipng tha way. Tha platcon's two
aichlne gupd wara placsd near the remaina of the bridge to
halp pover cur advance up the street on the other aldae.

The squada wepre divided, 82 ususl, lnto two-2nd three-
man tedma which leaap-frogged one ancther, teéking the next
house on thelr side of the street ahead of the teaam that
¥as in the lsad &t ths moment: ths procesd continued with sach
ether tasz in turn until the whols block hed been cledrad.
Then, whan ths platcen on alther flank hed finished with their

I g 1.-I" 1 :
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blocks, all thres crosspd tha Strost togetbor and atarted

the aans buslnasas all cvar SgBin, until the whols tewn had
bean cledred. At lesast, that was ths way ths attask was
plinned, but ihe actual prastice during the attack seldca
pesesbled the plans, for unavoidabls difficulties Gross (loss
of sontadct, unsuspscted ameay realstidnce, ato. ) to oompel
lomadiits &ltardtlion of the criginal dsalgn. That was the
peint Where inltlatlve amd good leadersbip caams inm, or the
attack falled,

For the Zost part, the eaps we had takan to Svold sur-
prise and ths somunition we had apent ware unnecassary, for
tha majority of ths town's garrlson had flsd op resdined ln
hiding to ba taken prisonss, The noise Bnd Eggresaiveness of
cur approach to the town hail taken the Tight out of all but
a few of tha Jarriss who rezsined behind. Those that 414 ra-
aiat wepre sisily and guiskly Alapedsd of, being greatly out=-
rumberad.

The tanks sdvenced across the stream &nd tock up Eood
defensive po3iticms alcng alda of tha housaa nrll’-h: outakirts
of town which were outpoated By our squads. We rounded up
any suspimicus-locking civilises and the suall nuabar of

priscnapa thit were found, 4nd then we prepared Lo apand tha

night in town, or &t lpaat, the fow bours that wers granted

ed apd procesdsd to cock & quick @asl
2ppe Tellows collected & batch of

us. We found sose fo

on the atill-wara atovesd .

frashly-baked breal from the town baker, who had Just finlahed

&
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him afterncon's weplk,

The faw civillang that hed ot alrpddy flad at the dlatant

arprodach of our polay tank colucng wara harzless ancugh and

oany Attempted to wmake frienta with thele conquaraora, offering
us Tood 4nd beds to alpep 1n' anything to make us bappy. We
ignored thea unleas thay had dcasthing we redlly wantes, and

whon that was the cass, we hardly asked if thay mimded our
taklng 1t. But, that didn't bother them ot 21l. They contin-
usd %o s@ile anpd nod, uttering frequent ™a's ™ apd "Heot's ™
a3 we downed thelr Food.

In the house whare our Flatoon 2.F.was set up I waa
Burprided te find whit I agsuned were aix dashing umifermd

of av ledat & colopsl in the Geczan Asay, Hewawar, slosar

doruting 4nd muestloning of tha Abasnt "officer's " wife mnd
davghter dialllusioned mes. It turned cut that tha amall
#llver acornm in the center of tha Nazi inmalgnie on his high-
pelked cap mednt that the owner waa only a lowly State Foreaterp.
Croe again,ws found Geroan hozes that wara cluttared with
raligicus palntings apd sprueifixes, but multe lnoongrucusly,
Ter the many sentimentsl paintings of lron Oroases With desd
German acldiers lylng peacefully beside thea, &pd the datsa
1914-1018 at the topa of the pletures, Were cledr evidence of
thetr stronger faith, the worahip of natlopallaa and allltariam.
It Aidn"t seen to ocour to thes that their “two" relizions wers
uttaply incoopatible. Helther professed religlcous falth, no¥

the urdenlable besuty of thslr country hive dons anythlng so
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far to cala the Garman 3plrit or stifle thelr reaverfnos
for the aword 8 the paticpsl standard, Farbipa they will

hame ledroed Lhis tize! Lsat us hope ao!

Whlla we rastad that ovanlng, Banunitlon, gdacling, amd F o |
aven 8028 good old EK.rationa wara Brought up to us by ths Fﬁ
BUPFLlY Erucks which alwiye teailed sur coluzns on sivances . i o :

such a5 that, The officars senfarrad about the achadule
for the codimg day. When Lt, Forges returred fros the Geate
ing, wo Wara told thit & city by the nams of Glegsan wenld
ba neXt on ths liat, Lueklly, wa had 4 faw houra to reat
before scunting tha tamles =pd shoving off &szain at dawn.

On the wiy, it waa necpasdry to pass through what waas
laft of Wetzlar. Task Foroe Wenpla was in the laad that
merolng, 30 we midsed the fipst sxsitelent on entaring that :
lndustrlial town, Bese of tha Lelpa Camerd. Wenpla's tanks
had met scme resistance, sc it waa only after bout & half-
hour's delay that Task Forse Rhed arrlved &t the polot whars
cna of the leading foree's tanks was atill burning, 8croas
the ro&d from tha Leleca Fagtory., The plant, itsslfl, ssegsd
almcat untouched by the bomba of the alp foroe, but thas
reaidential dlatrista neaarby were nothing but pllea of rubble

divided by buge bomb-cratera. Bull-icfars had Lo maks 4 path

for our tanks to permit ua to contipue on towdrds CGledgen.

Aftar lagving Wetzlar bahind, wa continued up on tha Lahn ’}

Aiver Vallsy through more small villaged govared with elean
white shessts end towala To aignify that thalr gitizena winted r‘




=5

their homaa spared by cup tanks, We wers ladding the Tilviaionh

advince tovirds Glessasn along ons road, whils anpther task
forca DAl oroddad ths Lahn to work up towards ths clty from a
different diprection. Ws sould dss tha other tanis wopking
parallel to us aoross the vally every so oftan. Owerhpad
the falthful Cubs Served @s the longe-riangod ayes of the
Olvlslon, watching for anemy unita to the Tront amdl flanka,
1 ressaber seeing 4 whole traln-load of German artillery
pleces sltitlng peasefully Along 4 alding, and with 6o snzite
ettached to the long lime of sars, Ths Aip Foroed had done
& fine jobl

On fupther, tha eolusn of advance wds halted by oppoal-
tlon Just ahsad, The Cub plane flaw forward to s=a what The
Nazias had to offer in the way of pesisténce. It found out in
ne tims at 8ll, whan four black puffs of &ck-@ck aXxploslons
bracketed the small plams, cSusing 1t to dip gracefully anmd

glide out of the danger zons just aboya our hpada. The

chaapyar hadn't apen whars the firs origlnated, 8@ he elpclad
about Bpd hedded forward fasrlesaly into anothsre barrage of
How ho aweided belng Hitiwe couldn't istglne,

csation of the G8'a the

ack-ack fire.
put ha sgpemad to hiwve lsdrned tha 1

ssgopd tize, 8o he flew back ta eadic the informaticn to tha

aptillsry unlts behlnd ud.

$ wag eply 8 shopht tioe leter that two full batte
tha Tth's sslf-propelled 105 am.'s reapsd paat us to take up
& flald Just @ shert diatanz

rieg of

shead of
poaitiena mquickly in e Aks




cur platecn. A few sscords later, their firat shalls bagan
to sedrch cut the miny battaries of triple-purpose 88 wa.'s
which had beesn clustered a&rcund Giasasn to protast its impor-
tant factoriea froa air attaek, That Azy thalr bircols wars
lowarad o mast cupr ourd attoak,

The crder wis shouted back to us from the head of the
golusn Lo prepirs to Sdvance to tha next town, a suburb of
Gigagan. To 4o 40, it waa nace39&Ty to trayal J.lcng an cpan
stratch of rodd batween the two towna, Not knowlng what waa
Ahbeid, we jJumnped con the tanka, armd followed pup 34 Flatoon
down the strest &nd &rcund ths sopner past our aptillacy
battarlas, which wers firlng away in preparation for the
gozing &3asult. There before um waa the open mtpetch of
rodd, perhaps 4 mile from ofe end to ths othap. Hugping
tha tank's turret and grouching down 8a low as posalble, we
got agt to pun thne gauntlet of fips. Up ahead,we could sas
asyerdl burats Bitting in the trees, thelr socke hiding tha
34 Flatoon's last tank. Rodring at top Apssd pRst a burning
Balf-tpiel wa rpiehsd the danger polnt. Two shells burat
glokeningly cleds, & faw fest Deblnd cur leading tank, &pd
then Ws reschad ths relative safaty of ths fipst faw houans
of tha paxt town, pulling to & stop pahind the other vehiclas

I 4th tha athar
in front of us, We had made it walely, togethar W

foup tanka in the 21 Flatoon.

Wa walted in that suburb of Oleazen for about & half-hour,
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whils Lt. Col. Rhea amd soos of his unit cosmandars made &
1 qulck reconnilssance, Gleassn was pne nore than & thousand
yards dwdy, 30 we had & fine wisw of our aptillery'a 'Bir

burats " breaking above tha resfa of tha bulldinga, as the

AR
= 5 |
gbasrvers sought to lay down 4 good preparatory barpags fop 2 4
ths cemlng stt@ck. Lt. Col. Rhea hed R closs call whils Cacl
maklng his reconnéissance, Tor & snlper BRd ciught his Yesp v 1

in & burai of =achins gun Tirs, coapslling Bim and his driver,
"Franch Frog" Fortune, to taks cover in the ditch untll Zhea's
dcourAte fire wilth the rifle be bad grabbed from the jeseap put
&n erd to the Jerry anlper. They scoshcow managad to gat the
Jeep to li=p bask to whars we Wers walting. Socn after, the
pland Ware completed, and Taak Force Shed prapiared to attack, | L
Tha 3d Flatcon, mounted on thalr tanka, 1tlrtaﬁ.'l-h
= gt Tlest, with the mlasion of sclearing cut that assctlion of

Gleasen sltuated on our 24de of the Lahn Alwapr, over which it w " I
would be necessary to pass to get into the zaln part of ths
gity, Thalr five tanks advanoed cautioualy towards the houses
near the damaged, but atill standing, brldgs. They bBad not
gona Tar before drawing flrs froz bebind walls mear the flpat

housgs, Ths tanks sprasd out and began firing polnt-blank inte

tha buildings in Tront of thaao.
At that point, our 21 Flatoonm, alag mounted on tanka, was | P e

gigniled forward to aasist in atagplng out the pesalaiance

holding up the aivance. Wa mowed up behind thelir tanks and

bagan at cnce to fire all our Waipons &t galagted targeta
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whare cther snipers or bazockamen aight have bean hiding,
Tha incredsed firepower seen dlsposed of the Jerriss fising
@round the firet houses, a0 both platocma branched off to
the laft towdrds doas factory buildinga and sevaral pows of
workers' houssa, Ths tankas };._._;.,.-.Ta_,,\_-]_ms ahalla imto the
faciory, punciuring the walls with large, ugly holes. Suddenly
froz bebird & wall just 1n frent of the 34'a 1s ding tank &
Jeppy bazooka's blist interrupted a 1ull im our Tiping,
And wa w¥ars mlmaa one Zherman tank, Heoat of tha erew got
cut safely, -'l-rrilﬂ-l'_ of the doughs jumpsed off ths atrlken
tank before 1ts Apnunlitlon bagan to exploda. A Hagl papa.
trooper, his w.-.-e-.':ia.*: having beean pald for with cne tank
to his aredit, ofwus out Tfroa behind the wall to glve hlagall ! o
ups Angelly we wévad him on to the rear, clreled apound -
tha ¥4 Flatoon, 4nd contlnued on.

YWa knew thet it wag to be no "soft touch” that day. Wa

bagan firing 2giin in ALl directlons. a3 cur Lanks raced on 5

te reseh & Tiald, where we dlamcunted and prepdred to attack - g

on foot towapds the piwver, while the tanks peadlined bahind to L e
dellver supperting firs. ¥e formed & aklrmigh lioas and

ruahsd Forward towards the rows of workers' howasa. The

glvrilians cams up from tholp eellara wien the tanks cedaed

firing to wive white clotha at ws, Helding our fire, Du%

watehing out Top snlpara, Wa ignored the eivillana, &ni

- 9
sadrched the aprsl orocund the houded. Thare wa=s no pridoner

1 t 1 rroughsirdens and
yat, a0 wWa oovad aksad towarda the rlver Lo BrF&
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backyards. Along tha bank of the rivep wo Tound & faw
Jerriss Who had besn MAling thers in fesr of cur tanks,

Then, after asiring contast with tha 1at am 3 Flatoens, wa
wers ordered to advance ovar the damaged bridge 1nta Glenaen,
Tha Linka had to walt until the engineers 414 scus Hssty rapaip
work, but we didn't hesltats, for o deliy would hiave given tha
Bazls TiZs to orpginiie & battor defsrse. Following ths 34
Flatoon &2rdss, We branchad off into ocur oWn daslgned sgctor
of town upen redching the other alde. With forgea lesadling
the Wiy, we moved cauticusly past badly danaged tuildings
until redching what looked 1ilke 4 large schocl of acse aepk.
Thare We weare grested by two Germans dresaed 1n auch dashing
unlfosms that we precused they wera cartalnly the high ranklng
officers in chargs of the garriaon in Glessen., But, to oup
disappointzent, & quick guastionlng by Forges revedlsd that
they wars only cffisars on ths city's polize foras.

Fladly they led our platocn to the town hall, a few blocks
away, and there, the chlef of police talked berlafly with It,
Fopged, and then shontesd down @ cellir door. 3hertly, the
whole pellce force of over A hundred men Tiled peacefully ecut
into the cougrtyapd, stasking their wedpona ln cne pills, thelp
agmunltion in ancthees. One fat old fellow hurlsd his loaded
rifls to the ground dlsgustedly. It flred upcn hitting ths
grourd, shooting its formar owner in the stomach. The old
fallow disd in 8 faw mlnutes, &nd wii stretched out in &
gorner of the large courtyard by his fellow pollcemen.

The Oersagn Ohisf of Folles wad gocpardtlive, dolng ail hs
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could o help ws keep ordar, Ths other squads had laft to
sontlinus ths bunt Tep mors Jerrias, sc thers warg erly about
4 half de=zan of the H, % Fquad left Behind te guapd tha
priscpers, who kspt Arpedring one by ons teo 2ad te tha Aante e
Already crowllng tha courtyard, Ths mesbara of the Wohpzasht
ware kept sepdrate frem the policessn, #any wers dpunk and ] L

v
disorderly,

"avaho " and Lt. 0ol. Rhea appedrsd in 4 Jesp to ausway
the catch of the 24 Flatoon, They a8id that help weuld ba
on ths way 4dccn, 83 the bridge wWas nedrly resdy tec aupport
the welght ¢f our tanks. The other platoons hed met acos
oppoaitlon, but wWere making f2lply good prograss. The othar 1 L W W .
tazk force, which waa to have entersd Glansen Troz ths acuth 5 - .
a8ide of the sity, bBad pot yet Errived on the dcena.
A Etar thay hed left, socwsons from ona of thes other sguads | /1

pAfg back to say that the mortap and machines pun sgquads wara .
plofed down by Gn!l.;.e:'."fira, anpid than ths report oame that
York's and Ched a:uan'sl suads were 4lse havlng trouble. 1t
acurdesd a3 theough the 3 waa in for another tough Tight.
Forges set out with Ostrapder to try to radch the straat
whapa gur men Wepe ln trouble. Befors ledving, he had aent

word by runmer to thas 34 Elatoon 4o sea if Lt, Grundy eculd
1 wam to lead thea up to mest

posalbly apars U3 so=e Dab.
Porges after Tlmer Oatrarder had raturned to ohow us the way. F‘ .'
-

A akcpt time later, two squads from ths ™ gplatoon appedred PO

-
5 EOL
oni the scens, ani then 'Navaho® showed up agiim, DAvins EO ,-_1.-"'
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word cver the radio that pye Flatoon waa in troubls,

Wenendez mpa Hezatls mog been woundsa
had Juat baen

Jla

by sniper Tira, amp
ﬂ?icuﬁt? bofore wa laft 4g try ha?lnd Forgas
arl tha rest of thy # Flatooq,

The Chlef of Folice B33 Urged Mg man to nets that

¥a refovad ong of tha wWourded Jarpl

fellews on thg fipat

98 With cne of oup oWy
Ledleal jJeep that sould be apapred. Ha

WR2 probably Playing his aupgg ALartly to oike a good Tipat

izpressicon, but hia worda ar Fralag for ours Gocaney (in

Garman to hig Oen)} scunpded alncere, armd the Jareing mosagsd
izprasasd, W.tv:h:.ng the aplacdas intently,

Oatrande= hadn't retlroed, but avaho" thouzkt wa had
batter atart out apa 298t hin on the way, ao ha &nd 1 la&
the two aquads along tha atrssts of Hleasen in ths hiope of
fimding our cthepe Zan, Ws et Tloar and ke showed us tha
direotlon in whigh Forgaa had headsd whes laast 48an. Down
the desertsd avenus paat & park, ard then & left turn along
daveral strests of eapty shgllas that had onoe been hozes,
But, atlll no Forges., We pushed on, with "Wavaho" in the
lead, a white sgarf tisd around hia neck in cowboy fashion
ind the pair of German Bincculars thit T had Elven him hald
im one hand, his carbine in tha othar. Gleasan seeded & dead
eity of ruiped walls ard sapty atrests, for in covaring tan
blocka, I doubt 1f we had seen more that ten clviliana, not
counting the unburiad daad,

Wa had peached the rallway tracks on the far side of town,
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thout T "
wl Aindlng Forges am without meating any restatancs,

Fuddanly, ™ayahg™ spottad & Sorman \ely =gy RpproSching

towirds us apveral hurd=ad gparda awly. We Bad ngt yet boan

A (ol -
sen by ths driver, Arpirently, so it wag daclded to try to

ambush the Jerrias, Hding Rlong t.ha_hau-.;u-aa on both sides

ol the atrest, we walted ma 1% cage glossr ard ploser Than
- ¥

When about 150 yardas AWaY, tha sar gtoyped short anpd pullad

to ths 3lde of ths poed, Wa had baen discovered! Savssal

of us gtood up apa Feprered tha small car with bullets, @a ths

cocupdnta leaped gut apd daahsd bahind scoe houssa up ahead,
The ear burst into flsmes, but we had aiszapd the Hazis,

Ey this tlms the zichins Eun squada from H, R do, for
whish "Wawaho" had previcusly called, bad sSprpived to help us
cut, They had no sooner pullad up beblnd wa, when mcas dnipara
cut looes with & wollay op twe fros hiddan poaitiond sosewhars
to the redr, Saveral Oors men wars bit,lnolvding the voung
lisutenant in chargs of the mackins Eund. We took covap as
baat wa eculd pedr the raileosd trasks, opd roturnsd thelp
firs, aiming at scse windows whers cns of the amlpers had baen
dgen. The miachine guns began to sprey the houses on both sides
of the strost to cup front to keep ths Jerries fros caualng
any troubla thars, too,

Lugklly, the firat of our tanks c&ma up to Joln us a faw
ainutes later, anpd we woon had contrel of the aituation cnee
more. "Wavaho" left to contact tha rest of the Co,, while

ws centlpusd to push on towards the fastory diatrict acroas
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Bupported by the tanka which dvanoed - L K&

wlth ua, Tiring as they ¥enl. After passing the last housss "'.

the rallrosd tepaops,

on the strest &nd coming in full view of the Tactorlaa, wa s e |
suddsnly #aw hordas aor clvilians pouring Costh rra.a]i:bn y fhi
bulldings whers thay has bean hiding. :
As they cazs nairar, wo could ses that thoy wapre asozs of ! *

the thot@anda of slave labopeps that tha Hazis had Beon using T '.
t8 kesp the production lines Zoving in Fleasan. Thods coat :
edslly ldentified wers the Ruasiana whe wore grean Jaskata

with faded, white .0, ™a painted cn their Backs. ao as to

dlstingulah them &3 Ruaailan priscners-cf-war, ALl of the

others could ba Hentified cnly by thelr shouts of "Polaki”, -
or 'Frangals®, and the rest tried to explilm what nationality % "

they wore, Dut wo falled to understand in the confuaion of the |
nolay celebraticn that promptly took place aboit our tanks.

Wa wara hugged and kidsed by some, had our shirts stuffed o 4o

with looted clgarsites and clgira by others, am werea over-
whelmed with bottles of Franch Cosndc that were thrust at us
sigaply by 3tlll cthers among the belsterous srowd. Led and
paced by tha irrepresaibls "tusskis ", the yelling, laughing, apd
soreaning srowd cospletely cvarwhalmed s Tor sewveral alpoutes,
&dding to the confualon amd discrder alre&dy caused by the
recent flghting by the R.R. traska. IS wis & wild perforzence’
1 finally shouted to the ténk Flstcon Leadsr, while elbowing
oy way threough & githering of mors than aslightly lnsbriated
"Muaakia ™, that I thoupH 44 weuld be & good ided if We trisad

!



.

to "sacopes " a
PO " And return to the Spren of ths coupthouse. Juat ¥ #’
than, an order from "agpano " .

odde over tha tunk's radic, tell- N TR |
ing us Lo patuen at onoa, s ke 12

Tha tanks tuppsa Arcund &mid ths flocks of gelstrating
iaborers, &nd wa climbed up on ths maarast ones &t bamd. But, : w
the trouble was that the "Musskls® insistsd on climblng up, ; ¥
toéo, edzh armed with at lamst one bobtle of Cogpnas, Hagtacting
the barrlera of differant languages, we tried ta explain po-
lltely, then fir=ly, that we wera "soldats ", ard that orly
"Woldats " sould ride en tiniks. Tha Russizns undapatosd sncugh
to ahout back that they wera “moldata ™, Blao, Go,lemst an 4
loternatlontl laaus dsvelop, we fegepted cur salf-invized - -
"zuesta ", and the caravan atarted off, followed duping tha
firat few blocks by the soberast Denbera of ths crowd whe . ™~
eould find ne apioe on the tanks. They all shoutsd &nd " g

cheered louder than ever, much to the utter dlagust of tha

sullen Germans- who had appeapsd from hiding to wetch ud pRas.
it the sight of sasgh Jerry clwillan, fhe formsr membepa of the
Red Arsy would shake thelr fista and f111 the alp with blocd-
curdling cries of "™STALTTN®, "STAL==EN", a.rdr"r,nen fiow off into
what must hags bessn unprintable Rusalan phraasss.

The wild-locking ciravan fipally poundsd the cornar of the
atreet by ths courthouss, parmitting the "Rusaikle® to ses tha
Mazi police Tforcs gathared 1::'}'.&3.1. ranka in front of our few

guarda. The tanks hedn't stopped bafore avery Hussien was off



- e T

295

towards the Nezla. With theic Baps Tlata, thay tors into

the terrified Germans, Emocking thﬂ:#u‘m left and right.
1t tcok about three G.1.'s to control sech of the wila
"uaakia " befors opdaws Wi peatorad. After sssing that
performance, wa 211 felt that scas of thoss Huasizn soldisra
would have besn good fallows to hawe had around when thaps
wia any Tlghting to be done.

By the courthouse, I found Forgea and what was laft of
cur 21 Flatoon. Thay had had somes reugh goins, but had
fipally boen able %o get back to cur atarting point, after
doling with the Hazis,

It was necessdpy to conaplidats our poalticona in Glassen
bafors Lt became coaplotely dark,sc "™Hevaho® opginlzed hio
platoons and thelr attached tanks into separate foroma, Emd
thon Aispatched them te warieus vital poinpta throughoul Lhe
city. OGlassen was no swill Burg a4t that [probably inhablied
by 153,000 pacple befora Lh:lLl-Bﬂ']. se the egly waiy that &
taak Topce Bn small as ours gould attespt o hold such @ city
was te rely on 4 dpfense comalating of grougs of Laclated
atrongpoints, imatead of & frent lima.

The Seecrd Fletcon waa ready to lsave Tirst, 8o wa 2llaped
up on the twe T.D.'s assigned to ws,ard started off through

the ddrk strosts towdrds & large #oad junction on the other

alda of the alty.
aagwally over tha backs of ths ftwo Tank Da

Feeling that oup work wis done for the day,

otroyars
wa aprawvled

While takipmg in the alghts of & A1fferant part of the dedd,

e b \
e LU -
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i
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boabad-cut city smd CoapAring the aXxparlances which sach of

the cthsr squsds hag had ducing the dey. The nly living
SEVLELNS HRAT wen memn quring that tidp e e ki W Laten
Bercss the street ant Dabind & wpgcked bullding to sur feont
Just bafare va reached the rosd Junction where cus Flatopg

wda o pemiln for the nignt,

A few aeconda later, thers was a bright flash apd a
Lnu%éifplaalcn by the wall aeross the atrest, not more than
flfhihfnot awiy, I rozember sesling what locked like a largs
Tlower pot =dlling theough ths alr just tbove our hasds g we
34t on the lesading T.D. Before the projectils hit the atdas-
wilk 1o e¥plole & faw feet away, I had leaped from oy positisn
astride the S0 =a, gun barrel, amd joined the othara aleng the

wall of tha neErsat building. e rsoynohed s Cosensnad—seeTRA— s
cnpammmt—tribag, Sefore we had recovered enough fecm the

shock of the Fanzerfaust'a flpat exploslon, Bncther projestile
ciraaned through tha duat-filled &lp to bupst on the atpsat
Juat 1ln Front of tha first T.D., Bl then a1l waa qulet AgRIin;
aa glowds of dust settled fpouni the scena of Actlon.

Tha crewa of the two wehicles had abapdoned thsip poaiticns

when we had first lesped clesar of thes explosicn, but cns of

thelr gunners wolunteered to return to the Second vehlcle in

crder to put its 80 ms. in seticm. 3Shoutlng directions to his,

we ploked out llkely targeta where it gesmad posalbls thal

Jerpy might have atlll besn hiding, waiting to flrs 81 us &

tnird tis. Forged grabbed acmecne's B.i.R. &nd sprayed ths

3
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-
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wall by tha cemotiry, whils wa hald our mars to keep froa Pt -

belng dedfaned by the terrific muzels-blists of the 50%s ;

When ssvardl ahalls had battersd large holea in the bulldlngs Y r ‘\.

dorods the stroet, the T.0D.'a casasa firing, and wo rushad

1

forward towards the cemstary with K.A.P. leading the way, A
1 thorough sedrch of the ares enabled us to find only cna : "
wounded Nazi. Whather he had fired the Fanterfauats wa
never ledrned, for he was soon beyond tha gueaticning atage!

All was qulet AgAin, 90 wa roturned to the ™" of tha
thres lirgs atreets which our Flitoon wes to cutpost, and
walted for the Arproach of our 21 Tlitoon tanks which wera
e join ua 1ln that posltion. It was at that tina that Lt,
Forges was injured by & falling wall, whila rifling on the i 1
back of one of the T.D.'s as 1t backed off the strsat into
A poalition from whish 1t could sover the rcu-‘.l,"jun:'.inn.
Bafors H.A.F. wia svaguited, he turned the Flatoon over Lo Be.

Wa wished him good luck and then began to seleck positlona v
in which ths agquads could cutpost the arex best. In the middle

of those preparatlona, ths lat platoon cias along, mounted on |
|

thatr four tanks, They atarted up the atrest Glong the ceds- ‘:‘i

tary and had cnly progresded about 200 yards Whon mat by the £ $

rattls of zachine gun flre Snd mors ranzesfausts. Tha tanka \

and §.I."a peturned the fire, shooting in all dipactions, &a (244 "

they backsd slowly down tha atrast to 4vsld belng hit by oy

of the Fanterfauat cor bazooka projectiles, It w2a & noisy



Nhew il triloacy $1ytng A5 1% ateskLeni:da the dark, am » A

J *he BpiS fikshes of tank fics lishticg uy the dtreate They "§ L F N

eacapad with Law casunlties,

.!"
lueklly, apd all Cour tanka, LT Wy H‘. 'ﬁ
Lk, > s

Aofard dealded thar L1t would ba beat for hia Elatoen

for thors was no

polnt in getiing into any more trouble Ln the dark in B atringe =y 23
- :
city. When the platcons becaus organized 2ln, we &3slgned b

to Joln ours for the remaleder of the night, ‘ J -;
¥

the aquada %o @rsds, and ploked ocut the clesneat csllics in

the nearby buildings a1 plases to pest when not standl ng

guard.

In ths zcrning & battalion Prom the ©9th Diviaien cazs into

Gleafen in trucks, or mcunted onm the faw tanks that acoompanisd j

them, Both the 99th and the 9th Diviagiong wars m.ving up ba- - %

hind our spearheads te cleur out sectiona of sountry and

polnta of reslatance which cur coluans had avolded for tha

s&ice of speed. That battalion took over Gleasen, &nd wa prea-

pired 4t onge to mowvae on further into Ceprmany. t. Resd,
& young, inexperienced offlcer, wia asslgned to our Flatoon
in the monfing toc taks the plass of Forges, I bacdcs Flatoon
3argeant Cfor the next few day

We mounted the tanka once mops 8nd returnsd to the drea
ef ths seurthovss, wheera tha Co.zsseobled. Froo thars we
made cur way through bomb-blasted atreata hedped high with

rubble until we reachsd the cutakirts of Glpssen where the

rem@lpier of the Toak Force joined us. Our balf-tracks cazs

along to Joim the solusn for the fipat tims olnee lagving
4 walcode alght they were,

ths Bridgehsal con tha Rblfe.



for We wers Welry &nd stiff froa cur two days amd nights of - -.& o
W
j aontinucus tank riding. Hovavar, inapite of thaim Rrrivel, "', - 5
we contlnu ' ¥
°3 o0 the tanks for the ramainder.of the day, - x'fﬂﬂ*ﬂ ".‘U;
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CHAFTEY IX

¥ith ons of ths cthas Flatooms in the 1sad that merning,
we laft Cleddan, and bpadsd dus north through more farming
country and saall willagesa, Ip cach town that wa pansed
through, 1t waa amiaing to note that the losal Hasi M, o
wis copaploucualy vacint, the fopoaw cosupants having
haatlily departed, once thelr affoets to vhip the loeal popu-
lous into & patriotls franzy for the defanas of the viliigs
had falled completely, Beain and agiln. Thoss Gapman fapoara
were too practigal, too redlistic, fer that acet of thing,
The cclorful posters sesn ln edeh town portraying the old
farmer, dredsed in the unifeora of the Volksturm, standlng
in the baskground bahint his Aray son, sesced to have falled
o aall "™ their moral to tha loedl ccamunitles. Instead of
the atarn-faced, fipry-eyed, old Volkaturaes, we aaw apowds
of peaceful peopls lining the strests of moat of the white-
bedecked villagea., Only occcsalonally dAid we meat any roalas
tanom, Whan we 414, the tanks det on flre six op alght
houdes to pepdy uws 1ln part for edch Sharsan tank destroyed
by bazooka fire. DSecAuss of the chanes of meeting such
ragsiatance, being mounted on the leading t&nks of the Taak

Forpa was atil, however, 8 nerva-racking sasipgnzant, 40 wWa

wers alwiys glad to remaln in the redr with ths balf-traciks.
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Ao the
171 roAd Wo atill mat hurdrads of Jarrey priscnesa,

In efch commmity, a few wen fiox tur column would ba laft

behind o gAather the stragglops together in opa spot, mo &s

to be Able to ghss thag Along to the over-worked M.P.'as
when thay caught up with thas Advance,. Fozatimes thoas Jerriasa
wara collected behind tha samg barbed-wirn Tfanama, in the
saze 'Lhizken cocps " whers the locsl slave-laborers hed bean
Berded 1lks @nimils each nlght aCtesths day's work in tha

fislda.

It waa just after pagaing one such gethering of Jercy
prizonera thit w2 rounded & corper ln some willzgs to oas
an old farmer bandaging wp the stusp of his wife's arm, while
aha aat on & barpel in front of thelr blezing house. Soos
agldlard gArrisomed in the town had fired & FapzTarfauat at
one of our tanka from behind tha farmed's houwas. O oourss,
his house wia destroyed At cnes, Apd mla wife injured in tha
proceas. THe old fellow turnsd to sss us rounding up s0Ze
of tha saptured Jerries. Overcoas by the suddensss of his
paracnal tragedy, he shook his head disguatedly at the Hazla,
while sayirg scasthing to thea shout 'Hitler ". Wa needed no
tpanslation, for 1t was obvicus that he had hzd ancugh of the
way At that zczent.

4t waa alwaya the cdas whan raslatancse was mei, wo had to

giusa And search the town for priscnera befors going on. In

the Germen eivilians went aut ef thelp Wiy Lo

moat cased,
trangth lnferzed

acoparate with us, for the ahow of mllitary @




tham that we meant businasg. Thery opened ths dAcors Torfus,
)

End Aid all thay sould ta help, emiling
and uttaring fraquently "aix soldntan ™,

Juzped out of our way,

ATter & hasty ssareh
w8 raturned to tha tapgy and continugd ths dvance, Tor spssd
wia 3till thes chlef ehleotiva,

In another village nosth of Glesaan, we =at & rathep
Toraidable obatacle in ths presencs of five anti-tank guns
that wers mammed by @ group of detsrained Hazis, who wers
quite willing tc dle for Hitlar and the Fatharland. Coe of tha
other plitoona in A 2o, wag leading 4t the tims. Wa heapd
later that, upon leaving ths amall village and heading Sspods
4n cpon fleld towards the wooda, tha Hazia suddenly opensd up
with their 88'a, hitting our lpading Skorzan with theip Pipat
lucky ohot. The other tanks imosdlately laft ths pead. sprasa
out &pgrEoas Lhe 'Ej.e:]..;'r and ';.E.E:gn fi:.j_ng H. B, and W. E.

(white phoapherous) shells into the sdge of the woods,

Eefcre the Jerrles could hit any of 1.;:;:?:1,1:- tanka, all fiva
A&, T, gunms wWare Wreckesd, 8nd all their gunnara killed. It
had been & perfeact exaaple of good initlative and Caat,
aggrasalye astlicon on the part of the tankers. Nona of our zan
vho had bBaen on the tanks ¥Were kit, when they lmaediately
Juaped of f and deployed gquickly, a0 a3 to add thedp fire to
thit of ths tanka.

Wa applved on tha scene 8bout ten slnutes after the laat
ahot had besn fired, &nd the one Sheraan tank and the Nazl
vehlelsas in the woods were blazing away furicualy, &3 we
pullsd to a stop in the fipld. Tha task foros paused thara

long enoush for us to changs from the tanks to our own half-
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tracka once @eore. And what g relliasl that waa!
. It waa only & ahort Aiatance Lo
ancthar

Lbe flelds along sida

Garman ?11113& whara Lt waa dsclded to halt for the

i T
night. Wa had just begun to place the vahdeles in wall-

ascattarad poslilons, when a Jercy plans swooped dowm out of

the cwarciat to tke & look 8t cup ovn man 2nd vehiclas.
Thoss not dctudlly firing machine guns back &% tha Jarcy
hugged the lowest bits of greund that sould be Tound, a8 the
intrudar clipeled arcund to come in on 2 atrafing rum. One
atteapt Wiz gnough for him, &3 our tracers streaked the sky
gloge to hla plame. Followed pepsiatently by the fire from
othey task forcas oprefd abowt ik the largs valley nearby, | " E ey,
he had dlsappedred in tho cloudas 23 quickly a3 be had come. A
We had bepn discovared. '..

It gava us & quasr Teallng that night a4a cn &ll othars

dupring ths epefrhsading dayi, to ba out 1ln ths midat of
anany terrltery without lmowing what waa welting for us in
the naxt town or over the nmext hill. But, 1t waa EROCUrAELNE
4o hive seesn 80 Dush Ggk-ack fipes froom other unita of the
Divisicn whods presence there hid been unkmewn to us until
the Jerry plans had appearsd., We didn't Scom guits 2o alons,
To bBa sura, tha 3d amd Sth drocred Divialona wWars

after &all.

alac mot far off to our flanis, but thay wers upually cut of

colugns wers out of

That

baaring, and nearly alwaya thelr tunk
sight behind the hilla af that polling countryalds.
far differant 1n othar wiya fpom ths zore

typa of warfirs wias
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atatlec front-line fighting. Cne of the most pleasant Air-

faranced Wia tha lack of emeny artillery firs during the fieat

daya of the papld 8dvange. It waa met until reichinz the

southorn fringe of ths "ubr pooket " that wa hid to emiurs

gneay eprtlllery shelling agalin. E ;
At dawn the next morning we rolled cut of our &I, blapkets i " !

that had been apredd out ln two-man "beda "ipound the Balf- .

tragka. We dte & breakfast of E-rations whila an routas, for

Lt. Gol, Rhea wis anxicua to get Bn sdrly atapt. Wo wars ofl

again, heading through & forest in the dlrection of tha =ler

River Valley, ledwving ths Labhn behind &nd awyoidlng the large

clty of Harburg. The Tth Argered's objectiwve that day waa | ey

the Aam &t tho wedtern tlp of the Bdar Zoe. Ths widsalon of

0.8.", " of which our Task Forss Rhea was 4 part, waa only

% aupperulng role on that day, a5 we aould relax i blt, latting

somsona elds ride the polnt of the apeirhead for 4 chinge.
dops priscners, more villagsa fiying their white solera, -

ard only 4 fow inatances of light realatanos, Wad tha platire

F it

of oup sdwince. However, I rempmbar ono papticular aplsoda

that waa & blt unususl. In cne gpall willage passed LOAG

aftarnoon, we agw a4 larga opowd gatharsd dpcund 4 Dan atanding

d to ba & ganeril atore

That fallow was o "Rusakl " of the typs =Seen in Gissden, ard ha
n control. hpparently, 48 i

agz, he and his

on the small balsony above what appadra

aossued to have the gituation well 1
agon &3 our leadlTE tanks haa retohed the vill
had "aken over ' tbe LowWh,

fallow aXx—alawved, gx-aoldleri,
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1lins t
coBpelling the stunned &nd bawildapes Oardand to take crdsrs
’ from hiz ard his wild-locking kenchoen. The losil Mictatos ™

then st about dldposing, more or lags oquitably,of the looh

taken by Torce froa the store. As we passed by, he wai aRouting L

away in Ruaslan about "STALEZN", ard Burling packazes of food i -i‘
ol mearchandise Yo the lirge srowd of fresd laborsra atarding 4 ,“":
balow hia bAaleony. We coentinusd on oup way, ]_qav.r'i.r_g tha wild o

Rudakl to ba dsflt with By those unita followlng moras alowly
bahind us.
By evenlng wa hﬂ-ﬂf‘.l'i.ll-lgu whiah sould not hays bean so=a
than 15 t0 20 =lles from the Sder Teg andt ths dam, A3 I easlaa-
ber, that particulsr atopplng point was clode to the Talr- .
giged town of Allendorfl, one of the many Allendorla in GormRoy. e
Wa scattered Bbout in the fialdsbn the outslkirts of the wllliga,
hoping we might be lucky emough to spend ths riight there. Tha

ghapliin had even prepared to have an evening church darvice,

thae fipat since lefving Obarwlntar.
Howswer, word reachad dur Hy %, Juat at the service wia

about to begin, that the othar Combat Coamind kad run into

anothsr pocket of 33 troocpers Around tha daa. Our saslatance

was meedsd 2t oncel We wers ussd to that acrt of thing, and

hid not pedlly thought thet we would be lucky enough to reat

that nlght.

Off wa Went Hgkin, into tha
Theough Allspdort ard other willagas,
a dam, Dy Ereat luck {for ua}

Aapxnesa that bad auproundsd

than the
us already, L

Tigp Walley to the town ness th
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those in the ledd bad taken the wrong turn &t one point, for

] they pleked 2 road more serrestly callsd a tp ail, that turped
out to be a dead-end., The confusion caused by turning about
& golu=n of wehlclas on 4 road bordsred by & ateap preciplos *1

on ona 3lde ard & thlek wooda on the othar dslayed ua Top P .

gyar An hour, 30 tha 3,3, boys had basn dsalft with by the tlmos ] v

wa Finally arplved. .
ODur mission wia to asslst the 48th Battallion of the othar

fombat Ocamand in forming an o-ut.rn&t"‘_l'l.lﬁu along the top of ths

pidge of hills Abowe ths das At ths end of the Edar Zee. Tha

dag sesmed an imposing atructurs &3 wa gressed Lt in the moom-

light that night to %tske up cur poaitloms, but it wasz net uatil 1

davlight the naxt sornlng that we ware abla to appreaacliata lta ] &

aizm, Thara wa=a demolition wlres stratchaed along the walk

1sading dceoss the top of the dam, but, juat a3 &t Remdgan,

aspogona hid alipped ur AgSln, percltliing us to capturs the

atrusture undamaged.

Ths mext mopning wWe caZa AoWn fpom the hilla after coablng

tha woods neas the das with only one meak, old JarTy ack-ack

gunner to show for ours afforts, Froz the hill top We hal aeen

at a good cllp.
srpoon thet ¥we lelt the Tlelds

ths 9th idemored QOVIOE north

It was not untll that af't

rneipr the dam and the zZany gak-ack puns &nd amapehlights clusi=-

tored 4bout tha Ared. Gup routs WAL patraced bagk &lmoat o
- Hg N 1, ]_IL

whape We had been tho pracesding ary, for cur GO A" wag otl

gnoe no longar needed BY the Cogbat

in reserre amd our pres
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g ommand that remfined in the lead &ftor sapturing tha Eder

Adam.
¥a onjoyed & day apd night of rest, Taaler - by the way -

auring which time our omly duty was to protect tha supply

Rk 34 Armepsd Division which phafed meds SEE blvonls

Fatrola rode luxurleualy in Balf-tracks, Emaping the
1es 8till hidlinsg

arad,
hi ghway undar sonatant chservation, leal Jarr

17 the nelghboring woodd place demeliticns on the road or

ambuah soms of the 3d's supply M raing Which rolled past in

the dimsction of Taderbern, the 24'a chjectiva. Batwesn Lurnd
at pAirociling ard standing gudrd, We gnjocyad Scke nasied radil,
o oup mess trucl,And wrote oue firat lattard
arch 224, "HIE Jim"™ Sears ro—

1latcoon. Ho cpa wWad

het meals fro

ainoe ledaving obarwinter om &

tuprned fro= the hoaplial to rajoln cur = F
more happy 1o Se8 pi= than I, for be took over the peaitlon of

Flatoon Iardednt, paliaving ma of thal paad-dcha.
The nnxt afternoot, ragk Fopoe Thod wia ordered norll
to Hdedebagh. The Tth Arzored had cems in sontast with & puckat

of roughly 20,000 Hazls, paroantdgs of 33 troopa.

tot, around which

pad formed

ipeluding & good
n of the maln Ruhe Foo

Tpat pocket wWad juat acuk
Epeitlgh 24 Armias

g 1lat, 3, gth, and
r With othar unltd,

A.D. W3 asalgned Lo peduce that
to tha

pilazenta of th
ap lron rlaifs Togathe ypaluding the 104th

) mharwolyas ", 8nd ths Tth
pocket af Jarries, fop Ghay warse attanpting to pacipe

933t-
£ wWan in (Aals] J:I.lﬂ.d.].ﬂ u:E a ﬂ..i-f‘k !“B-i“j' Iﬂ-ﬂ“u 1-11.“‘! Wa cor=
o+ [ W
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tacted 1n ths 104th in Wedebach. Just bafors d3wm A OB
" .

apredd aut in & lins on ths cutakirta of town %o awalt tha

fazia ssalling to pusk through Andabial to the sast,
in ths morping, Wa meunted oup BaZs Lanks Onca more
pushsd. ous ints scms woods west of tha towm te Laks
defanslve positicna. A regiment froa the LOSth waa

gyt one flank and drive 3oca of ths Hazis towdrds

Wag

Latar

2l

up mav

to cirole q
o

our pra- { |

pared positioms Wharo wa would take thas prisoner or asmd

tham off te Join thelr Apgestors. Anothar unit from our division

wag to clrole about the other flank fop Tha S4ge DUCFTRE. How-

gyer, Apaplta of all ths elaborate preparaticnd, pliiful.y Tavw

Jarrias turned UE to join tha TAnka of tha F.W.'a

We dpased

4o have bean wWRating our t1as, That atory Sboul tha "pociet "

af 20,000 " sepasd 1O be turning into anothar false TUOOT.

At hight, we paturned @ Asdebaon, thapoughly g1aguated Lo

pays apent & 48§ sut 1o the rain for nothind. o hardly i

bothered Lo stansd guard that nisht sutalde of the 2

| -
houss aharad BY acet of the Flatoon. 'y
P F ']
1In tha MOCRNE, 1y was declded 19 ig into the poonet’ ) 7,

1n further effopts LB
an,000. Task pepon Wampl® lad
aooe pugssd hill sountey noptowent

tarpain TO0T gafonse B ipat

wers confined for the moat P

tneough the Torested pills, Only ReFe B

oy to fipd 3008 gf the such-telked=of .
off down the BLERWEY fewardd : '
of dsdpbich. it wika 1dasl | {
{otpuding gemopad cOLEEDS, which

apt to oo fau posdd 1a841l0E o :

tnasa WETE toara

ool | ) S




e ]

pncugh Tislds Arcund mzall far
S aing coammitiss o justify

It wasn't long befors Lt. Col, Wemple's tanks and G.1.'0
pan into more 88'a and Jerrled than theay could handle alona.
e "Posket" had oeterialized! 3o, we wers palled forwird
g3 far @d tha village of Eustalbarg, whers We agaeabled Tor
an attack to bDelp r‘?_l'.ew.ra the prasijure o0 Weaple's coluan.
It waa aven nooessary Lo rua & gauntlaet of firs froa neadrby
gR's in order to gAt ypto Eustelbers itaslf. Thera ¥a
abardoned the palf-teasks Again, And Sought tha 2 Flatoon

of tapka. 'Wavaho!and Lt, Col. ghed cenferrad mickly with

Lt, Sagle of the tank3, arl than the platioor ledders WaEs told

ghe plan of attack, A rillags by tha MADS of Hildeboch

{ar Hiidefald) wad the objective. OLur trres platoons Wara
prdared Lo aapAult whils mountsd om tpp thres platocna of

Tharadnd. oDelcra We 1aft, & tarriflc hail sterm begin. it

helped to gcnoeal us from tha end T

Whan 211 wWas ready, Wigwako™ waysd us absad, ard off va

%3 following ud. It waa

wapnt bahind the 1at Flatoon, tha
ptey througn

poad apd hedd prosd=col

aasadry Lo ayold tha
pepdered B¥ & wooded

na
a of polling fars land,
Upen 1maving Eual

about two mlle
albarg, the tarnks

rldes on the pipght Clan<.
to fipa ioto the wood3, heplng to aithe
al Blm o rovaal Bis

amars
pagan &t ones T e
gut of his wita OF .
nawearing gur [ira.

until tha i 1laga

at lmaat, e0IE

Ho peply Wed fo
4n front of us

Jarr¥
stnoccalng, 89

roaition by @
appaired

wa walted maryoudly
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after PADSLNE Cver the last hill. Ssvsral of the lat Flatoon's
tanks had bogged down in the marahy ground thepoagh which wae
pad te pa2as, but our tank growled angrily and 2ade 1ts way
alowly but supsly towards the wlllage.

We could ses spSe whlts flags flylng amcng the Tew housss
which our tanks had set on fips, but no Jerciad eculd be d@amn,
until suddenly, & woodsn eart deawn by twa herasa ahot apound
the corner of & housa apd off cwer the hill beyond Hildebash

pafope ocur T&OK gunter had gmsn it. At tha edga of town, We

sgaasd Tlring 43 we clos up alongsids the ops Lank fron tha

1sading Flatoon that had besen able to gat through ths oud.

niasounting melekly, our H.Q squad ruaked fopward to
tha

aupyay the situaticn pefora the othap aguada appedrsd on

sggoa. The lat Flatoon took ons atde of ths L-shaped willagze,

anpd wa tha othar. Thars Wars N0 Z0T8 Jarriaa aasan at tha
=zoment, but arcunl tha gopmer Of Ona house Wad an abanloped
3-Fa tseli’-;rm_:allei sur) and down the ntreat wWara L captured

thara lay Geraan pazookad,

gh we mid ocde teo

Agarichn nalf-tracks, Here apd
@ it locked a3 theu,

riflies, & gronades, 8
afors wa oould patzh hla.

tnat Jerey had left agaln b
n as the reat of tha Flato
ha usuel teRD3 for asir

g Lln the gallard.

lata,
on appedred and

Howarer, as acE
ching

ra broken down into &

49 ware 4i saovered hidin
¢ of offering 88Y
y marked with two rad

sedlsal aaglatanta,

cup sgquals we

;1ant¥ of HazT

housas,
radalatance,

Gur tanks' firs had sgaped thed o
1n one houl

s papburesd LWE da

g that wis pladrl

it seased.
atoes Bl thelr

arosa flags, ¥
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Leaning on Jia's shoulder with tne arm and on & Jerry

faraer's Zho
ger’s Shoval with the other, I zaniged to ake zy way bask

up the otrest %o the house which the Owrmans haa basn waing
for thair Mid 3taticn. Imslde we found Mike 3armo and CIAZE
Dolan, for they had taken shelter thepre during the mostas
shalllng. 3coecns called out to Jim that severdl man in the
1at Flatcon bad besn hit alsc. Sinee Jia wis the cnly aid-zan
with the Oo. &%t tha tize, ha dashed off &t onea to fird tha
other c#aualtles.

Only & few ssocrda Bfter ha had left, ths mertir shalla
began te fall mgeln, Thay oust have 3sen us sntering that
house, for ln the ne¥t few momsnta the Jerry gunmars procasded
to blast the top floopa off the elearly marked ald-statlon,
cogpletely lgnorlng the red cross Cl&gs which they, Lheaaalives,
had placed over the door. Tha ocoouslon of the fisst skell.
puprat outside the open door knocked CSLIff unoondcloud. Alks
pushed over to halp him, Bnd then we dedcended into the cellar,
whore the Gerosn fagily was alrsady taking refuge. With acza
belp; I mEnsged to sprawl out In the large potato bin. Several

mops direct hits demclished the house ahova ua during the adn-

tinmeing barplgs.

Wa stayed thers for about another houp until "Wavaho"

dtuck hia head in the door Lo £ipd out whether 1 could get

baslr %o the bapn on the cutaklris of town whare the woundad

wers being collacted for evacusticm. With the help of Aike

and C1Aff, I cliobed out of the csllar, crevled ovar tha




]u -——

in what @uat have besn their jya Itation. Pustharp aAlcocng

the atrast, mcre Jerriss stiggerea out of the cella
i B -}

glva up.

S g e b T
Murphy, HMorin, amd I ware moving acroas the backyasds

From:-one HEuse o anotkar, when Juidenly dcme moptar shellas

TR Detad e, JURLISE Oy crossing & fancs Lo pasch

the mext houas aleng our Flatoon'as atrest, Tha Tipat shall

landed about Tiftesn fest behind za, its fragzants striking

me in thea back. It felt iust ma though somsone had whioked
me with & Tlat board. Yy kmees tuckled, and I asagged to tha
ground, Just aa Lhree Dors shells dropped a1l aroung the

backyard where I lay. "Hurpgh" and Horin deagged me inaldo

=

ard sent word back to Jiw Fottar that he had a sasuzlty on
hia hands.

At that polint, about sight Jerries case f1ling out of the
gallar, 3tepplng ocwer os to offer thsaselyes As prisonerd.

T had a word of two Eor theml BafTore they had baen harded up

thas strest Bfte= & haaty shika-down search, the front door

opened, anl 1n came our Flitoon aafis, Jim Fottar., With the

help of crne of the other two fellows, hs took off my Amsunitlion

balt, dressed the wourd, and fed me the aight sulfa tablets

carrled in every man's flrat-ald packet. Aftar & ghot of

porphine had been injected, I teld Jio that I thought 1t would

be possibls for @e to walk back o that part of the town whare

the priscnera and wounded wers being collected. Tha Zortdr

baprages had sersed fop tho mosent, 20 it eemed red3cmably

gafa to maka the atteapt.
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wraokige that blocksd the doorvay aboys, am

back along the 3ias atraat Lo tha lirgs bapn
Thara

than hadded

7
w8 Iound the captupaa asdios, lnoludlng the two
doasterd, who wa=ma helping Jia gapg for the weurdsd The

oy

Geruan dector wade out @ Gerasn syacuation tioket for om, aftee
"

inslating that 1t wis 3dvljapla t0 Elve 3a Anothe

morrhine and alsoc o ta

thot of

tanua injectien. 1t ¥aan"t long afts--

wardd that 1 begian to fae dopey and 3leary

Aftar perhirs anctha= hour, one of the madical v wuiticn
Joapa arpedrsd on ths 3gena, 1 Fallow whe R4 basn thet in
the neck by 3 aniper and I weors loaded cnto the Fl-at twg
atratohara, anl off wa want asroas tha muddy fielda, It was
i aatter of 11f>» or daath for tha Callow with tha pasi waund ,
30 me tlas was leat. I gan reasaber bourclng at lezat 1 Foot
into tha Zlr on anveril oselaiona, hinzing on for dear 1ifs
with Both hinds ari-red to the anda of the atrateher, lylns
cn ay atoomdch, The other Fellow was atedpped down tightly,
while lylng on his bdaok, On the way, we pdided relnforceasnta
haiiad ur towimds Hildabach, whizh wdy cowarsd with ancke
fron ancthar haivy biarrige. They looked bick anvicusly at
our Jmar, 43 it eoired padt the tank on which they wara ridlng.
I am sure they lengs! for tho sesforts of @ goed hospital bag
tool

\t the 23 M4 Statlcon in Fustalberz, tha two Battalion
dpctera went to work at cnos te adwe the 1ifa of the follow
lying next to wa. A hasty glanpe at oy back, anl inothar

shot of morghine, and off I went agédn, this tlie by dabulinca.
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I =ust have leot comsclouvameas for a whils aftar leawyh
saving
Fustslbersg, for I have no memoey of stopplog &% the olaard
adring

atation.

The neXi SU0p waa the 45th Evasuation Hoapital. Thare 1

was atripped, X-rayed, 4nd hastily oxaslned while walting my
turn to procesd te the operatlng voca. Lt was airly the
next meralng, I founi cut latar, that o J-heur cparation was
perforaed tc redcvs ths sheapmel from ay back.

1 awskoned the maxt mornlng &bout 1l o'clock to find
mysslf in & long Army hoapital ward-tent, outside of what
appeared to ba a foerme- tavarn of somg kind, which then pro-
vided tha reselving énd cperaling rocds for the 45th Tvasud-
tion Hospitsl., I beliays that that noapltal waa the Tlpst
of 1ts Irimd to have besn woved in socapletely by &lr, lnte the
vieinity of Glesazen, in ordar to keep up With the papld ald-
yanca of our armies aaoross the ROlne.

Aftar gALLlng aaverdl injectiona of Tenicilin Rpd eatlng
lunch, I was loaded into one of asveral walting C=47 trapaport
plares Bt the Alr atrip pedr our hoapltal tanta. There wors
twanty=-four of ua im the pléns.
Frapch Jangalis and Morrozaps, anpd Lo "i!upar-mun' {Hazis.)

To cars fop ua an poute, ths AP Fopoes provided 2 pratty,

young nurde, who wad trained for Barvio

Her prafencs holped & 1ot
wa Wars deternined & anjoy

Corpa.

Imapite of our gondltions,

what waa fop most of ud our ripat trlp by plane. e all

A would
had theught upon ledving Garaeny, that tns naxt BLOE

w1 type of Sen: vanks, Tomaled,

a with tha Alp-Syaguatlon
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bs & hompltal in Faprils. kue the
r Turds dopn inforaed us i
hat

the deatlnailon was snzlana, Hany wers diga
- FR

olntaed aftam )

=80 1n thelr outfitg who had hed
J-day pasdes 1n the Frensh capital,

having heard reporta from

But, 1% wWia too late wg turn bask then, as tha plans

glided out over the =ngligh n

B Grannel after passing over ths Al
atohwo = F o | i |
patchwork of neat French fields api hadgerewa naar thg Hermandy

godat, A short tiaa later, tha whaals of thas trdnayopt

touchad ground on an air fisld oot far froa Salistugy

There followed four weeks of hospital 1ifa in Snzlapd at

the 153th General Hcapital,

I could gas the towse of 33~ _\ r~_
bupy Cathsdral from my bad during theds daya, bet that was h f'l'“
about @ll the sight-seslng thers wia fop @, On tha third of E,_‘_ .: , i
#ay, we wera taken by azbulince convey te 3Jouthaspton to Lﬁ i

board the Navy transjort, 0.3. Gen. delsss for avdsuatisn to

the "zone of tha Intaslor®, thall.9,4,; flnally arriving thara

=

day 15th, after he@ring the proclamaticn of V-T Day whils &t

i bm o

daa! Homa &galn, back whaps we hal stapted froam!

£

Aftear I laft tha Saventh Arscred Diwlalcn on Aprll Sth,

1t continued its advance on dcross Garoiny durlng thode flnal

Pl
daya befora victory on Hay Bth. Thuu.gh.nr.at. forgatiing hew ":': e - ‘
lucky I have been to return safely to ths 3tates, I atlll wish \. Lo ¥ -
that I eould havs remained with the outfit untll the fimal con- M & 2 F
elueding day of Vietory. Fop in  that way,I could have continued . .,‘-J ;

A Co. i
to enjoy the aompanicnship of the goed friends I made in 4 Co t B
g
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In coneluslon, lat Gg 88y that T hops 431 wapy, wall
Oth" during those last gagy

lons wama mids to Lta leng 14a
tles. I hope, alas,

with tha "Lusky Save of tha war,

L9 of gagual.
that tha friends we g11 have mag
the Tighting overseas will nayoe

and that feow addit

% during
ba fcrsettan, dnd that oln
pride in cur ocutfit will ppmain a atrong bonpd, halping te

unite ud and Zake atill Tirmer thas tles of Trisndahip,

THE END




