





sibility for the Germans to successfully cope
speed and daring of the Division’s attack. The
stubborn defenses met at many points, ar
defenses were completely crushed by the 7th’
power. :

On the initial day, Nazis manning the |
positions along the Reichs Autobahn leading south to
Limburg temporaily held up CC"R; artillery blasted
out the defenders of the approaches ‘to the super-
highway and allowed CC R" and CC"A" access to the
road and its adjacent subsidiaries. After traveling at
breakneck speed toward Limburg for a time, hammering
aside all resistance that the Germans could muster,
CC"A"'s columns veered to the east, as did CC'R"s
forces to the north.

The second day also showed remarkable progress.
Troops reached and crossed the Dill River, securing
bridgeheads from which the next day they struck again
due east. In reaching the Dill, columns had poured
through huge sections of countryside infested with a
feverishly frantic enemy. Task Force Brown, commanded
by Lt. Col. John Brown of the 40th Tank Battalion, for
-example, had waded through heavily defended towns
initially, battering down their defenses, and then had
shaken completely loose and rampaged toward the Dill,
churning through the retreating masses of two German
divisions, leaving behind, as it roared onward, a

mangled residue — the remains of the retreating enemy-

formations. Hundreds of vehicles were caught from
behind, smashed, and left littering the roadside.
Thousands of Germans laid down their arms in the face
of this and the other columns. On the third day of the
drive, troops of CC"A" captured Giessen, key railroad
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center far to the east of the Dill, neutralizing the fires
of hundreds of anti-aircraft weapons that had been
hastily transformed to a ground role, after having
attempted to protect the city and its  rail facilities
against Allied air attacks for the past months. It was a
bitter - struggle, however brief, and represented an
ultimate in daring and aggression; the vast quantity of
anti-aircraft weapons was amazing — and they all lay
smashed after the 7th rolled on.:

Troops that pushed on slightly lo the east of Giesseln
ran afoul of hordes of Germans retreating along the axis
of the Autobahn to Kassel. 7th Armored Division troops
were not ordered to reach and cut that arterial highway,
but they struck near it, and the toll of prisoners and
dead was enormous. The bewildered enemy showed
little heart ro fight, and the smashing power of the 7th
accentuated their distaste for further useless struggle.

A portion of the 1200 American soldiers lib’e'rated‘
from the Germans east of WETZLAR Germany, by
the 7th Armored.“/1 - B
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This is the stovy of a fighting outfit, the 7th Arvmoved Division. No
words can adequately describe its exploits nov can a book of this
size do more than highlight the division’s combat history. From the
shoves of the English Channel to the waters of the Baltic Sea, the
division blazed a path marked by achievements concerning which
volumes could be written. This account has been compiled for the men
whose hevoism, devotion to duty and blood made those achievements I
. possible. Tt is a stovy which will forever be enshrined in the heavts
of those staunch fighting men who composed the 7th Avmored.

MAJOR GENERAL, U.S. ARMY
COMMANDING




Division to take Linnich, Germany, located on the
banks of the now famous Roer River.

The entire Division moved into Germany, and there
followed a period of intensive planning in preparation
for participation in the Ninth US Army’s drive into
the Rhineland, over the Roer River and deeper into
the heart of the Reich. It was during this period that
the maintenance crews of the 129th Ordnance Battalion,
commanded by Lt. Col. George Hughes, were able, for
the first time since the beginning of the campaign, to
spend much-needed time in making necessary repairs
to combat vehicles of the Division — to make every
vehicle of the command ready for the next mission.
All this while, the troops of the Division were
experiencing conditions inside the enemy’s homeland —
a battered generality, a subdued and curiously
dangerous looking civil population, and eternal mud.

It was while the Division was thusly making itself -
ready for offensive action that it got alert orders —
orders to move quickly and without warning of what
was to follow to the general area of Vielsalm-St. Vith,
Belgium, far to the South, :

General Hasbrouck was at his headquarters at Castle
Rimburg, just inside the German border- near battered
Ubach, when he got the movement orders late on
Saturday afternoon, December 16,

The first troops were on the road in a very few hours,
heading towards the American VIII Corps sector on
what everyone believed was to be a routine road march
to a new assembly area. Within 12 hours after the
first troops started their movement, and after a move
of over 50 miles, they were battling a ferocious enemy
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.+ territory reported to have been held by friendly
“ %t was the prosaic start of what became an epic stand
~ American military history — the stand of the 7th
. mored Division at ST. VITH, Belgium, in the ‘1‘5ac'e of
~ -d Marshal Von Rundstedt’s now famous “winter
@ffensive."

" hen the troops of the 7th Armored went into pgsition
~round ST. VITH, a vital road and rail center, it was
“v.dent that the town would fall to the Germans unless
= Division could do something about it. And do
+omething, it did; it held through five bloody, embattled
~+vs, while Allied forces were marshalled from far and
~.ar to hold the enemy’s big counter-offensive.

Officers and men of the 23rd Armd Inf Bn move up
between deep snowbanks south of BO RN, Belgium.
} ,,' ,/" 7\ T NS P \
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paved lanes ran straight to Liege — again the enemys
objective.

An enemy force, strong with armor (some of it captured
American equipment), pushed 2,000 yards north of
Manhay in the early hours before Christmas dawn.
CC A, with 424th Infantry -Regiment attached, engaged
this force, and by midnight, after a Christmas Day full
of fierce fighting, had pushed to the outskirts of

“Manhay, had occupied the high ground, 1,000 yards to

the north of the town and ‘had organized those heights
for defense. American artillery rocked the town all day
December 26, and early on the morning of December
27th, paratroopers and engineers attached to the 7th
for the purpose, attacked Manhay. The -town, battered
by artillery that had cascaded on it for preceding hours,
was taken by a bunch of determined men who routed
the tenacious enemy out of the rubble — killing them
or marching them to the prisoner of war cages. Tanks
moved in to support the defensive positions established;
the enemy had lost Manhay as he had lost the impetus
of his entire winter offensive. To further support the
defense, the guns of the Division's Artillery Command
poured a never-ending stream of projectiles into the
woods ‘and on the roads south of the captured town.
The Germans never came back! -
&

On January 23, 1945, one month to the day after a
division of weary warriors had been ordered to
withdraw from St. Vith, the 7th. Armored fought it_s way
back into the now bomb-wrecked village.

The 7th’s return to St. Vith climaxed a four-day drive
from the north during which heavy opposition was beat
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down in the bitterest kind of weather. Snow was
everywhere, having drifted in some places to a depth
of six feet. Through it, and through the positions of a
determined enemy, the men and tanks of the 7th Ar-
mored pushed to St. Vith. N

CC A, under Col William S. Trlplet and CC B, com-
manded by General Bruce C. Clarke, began the attack
on January 20th. On that first day, CC"A" captured
DIEDENBERG, along with the few Germans that weren't
left in the snow. CC"B" moved into position north and
west of BORN to assault that town. BORN was well
defended with plenty of German grenadiers-and armor.
It wasn't easy at all, the taking of that town. The troops
worked their way up to the scarred village through a

Tanks of the 31st Tk Bn in position during the drive
that took the Division back into ST VITH Belgw.m
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hail of fire, moving through the deep snow, and
entered it on January 21st. That entry didn't mean by
a long shot that the Germans were through. They had
to be dug out of the nooks and crannies in the roughest
sort of house-to-house fighting. It was done, though,
and the town was cleared by the end of the day; with
its fall, a lot of prisoners were accounted for, as were
several pieces of armor that had been dealing much too
much misery. /1, Y
Then, on January 22nd, troops scrambled on through
the snow drifts, still under mortar and artillery fire, to
seize the high ground to the north of ST. VITH. The
enemy clung to this key point, and had to be routed —
almost one by one. HUNNINGEN, a small village to
the northwest of ST. VITH, also a scene of heavy fighting
in the earlier battle, fell to the 7th Armored on January
22nd after a quick thrust by a bunch of daring tankers
and doughboys that virtually wiped out the defending
garrisonAll this paved the way to ST. VITH. The only
things between the 7th Armored and ST. VITH were
snow, a lot of open ground that was covered by
withering fire and a pot full of Germans that were holed

up ,ir; the rubble of the town. LA IS

2 NEH) -Daomne i"\i‘\"'_' 7.

/ Columns sl;airted'mov'ing on ST. VITH early in the after-
noon of January 23rd, after artillery had done some
softening up of its defenders. Three forces moved on
the town. The 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion moved
across the open ground to the north of ST. VITH, with
its left flank to the enemy, and was the first to enter
the town. It entered the northeast corner of the town
and established defensive positions there and northward
to protect against enemy. efforts.

A task force under Major William F. Beatty, 31st Té.illk
Battalion, moved along the axis Hunningen — St. Vith,
pushing along the main road. Another forcg, under Lt.
Col. Chappuis, 48th Armored Infantry Battalion, press.ed
out to flank the town from the west, south c_)f Ma]o_r
Beatty's force. These two forces, after battering their
respective ways
through  stubborn
enemy troops out-
posting the rubble
that was St. Vith
joined inside the
town and metho-
dically cleaned out
the clinging Ger-
mans, withstanding,
meanwhile, the
weight of German
artillery and mortar
fire = played on
them from the high
ground to the east.

Three and one-half
hours after the
attack jumped off,
St. Vith was once |
again in 7th Armo- |
red Division hands!
The Germans were
reluctant to give
up their erstwhile

33rd Armd Engr Bn men advertise
the 7th Armored's return to ST
VITH, Belgium on Jan. 23, '45.
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FROM THE ROER TO THE RHINE

On March 5, the 7th Armored moved up to aid in
clearing the enemy from the territory west of the Rhine
River. Collapse of general enemy resistance between
the Roer and the Rhine left the 7th without a seriously
defended objective, however, and simplified the job to a
major degree. The only fighting that was of any
consequence entered into by troops of the Division was
in the area to the southwest of Bonn, where a stubborn
pocket held out in an attempt to keep an escape avenue
to the Rhine open. The pressure of the 7th’s troops
forced a collapse of this resistance; the offensive power

of the Division could not be stemmed — the enemy it
faced was destroyed.
‘While awaiting Division

occupied the area around/Bad Godesburg, a resort and
health center on the est Bank of the Rhine,
establishing control over the population and combing
the area occupied for enemy soldiers who had been
unable to escape across the Rhine. Nearly a thousand
prisoners were taken during this period — most of them
having masqueraded in civilian clothes to escape their
ultimate destiny. It was while the 7th Armored was
deployed along the west bank of the Rhine that the
203rd AAA Battalion was called on to augment the
anti-aircraft defense of the famous Remagen bridge.
The 203rd, which had been attached to the 7th in
Normandy, had seen all of the hardships that the
Division had seen, and was to see all of those in
the future; it was, for all practical purposes, one of
the Division's ‘own units. It added the weight of its
weapons to the array that saved the Remagen bridge .
from the constant, but vain, attempts of the Luftwaffe. /

furtherCWassignment, the
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OVER THE RHINE — INTO THE HEART
OF THE REICH

The 7th Armored went back into action on March 26 —
into the sort of action for which it was designed —
and with a vengeance.

Launching out as the center spearhead of a coordinated
attack along the entire First Army front, the 7th broke
out of the Remagen bridgehead, and drove on unchecked
for five eventful days — roared on until it was ordered
to halt. During those five days it led the offensive, bore
the brunt of the resistance that the enemy offered,
changed directions three times and covered 148 miles
of German countryside, leaving it littered with the
remains of a once-proud enemy fighting machine.

The drive was not unopposed; it was simply an impos-

Infantrymen of the Division quite often went into
battle mounted on tanks, particularly in the dash
from the Remagen bridgehead. :

oy | : :

AV S | Ff T

43




roads; it was rare indeed when the signals didn’t get
through. ;

Prior to crossing the Rhine, the 7th Armored had
captured 9,045 prisoners; the Germans taken by the
Division during the five-day rampage numbered 13,071.
Leading elements could do little more than disarm them
and start them marching rearward, to be picked ‘up
and impounded by following formations. In addition to
Germans captured, there was an untold number  of
foreign nationals liberated, both prisoners of war and
“slave" laborers. Former prisoners of the Nazis, soldiers
of France, Belgium, Russia, Holland, Yugoslavia, Poland,
and Czechoslavakia lined the country roads and the
* village streets and waved the 7th Armored onward. Two
prison camps and one marching column of American
and British were overrun. Thousands of Yanks and
Tommies were freed, including seven former members
of the 7th Armored.

5

/ The pause in the Eder See area was brief; the pocket
around the Ruhr industrial area had been closed and
orders came for the 7th to aid in wiping out an
estimated 100,000 Wehrmacht cornered there. CC A
was the first element of the Division to go into action
against the pocket, under attachment to the 9th Infantry
Division. For an outstanding job with this neighboring
division, CC A received the warmest praise from the
Commanding General of the 9th.

On April 5, the 7th went into aclion, attacking, from a
southwesterly direction, the pocket it had helped to
create. The enemy was fighting in a sector well adapted
to the defense, and he was desperate in his defense of

every point of terrain, watching keenly, and massing
\ . ;

\\
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troops for, a chance to break out. As was said at the
time, the forces were fighting on a ‘‘one-tank front",
battering slowly through narrow defiles, destroying the
defenses that had been set up astride the mountain
roads.

The Germans defended everything — roads, ridges,
towns, stream lines, and fought to gain back anything
they lost. Despite their cunning and elaborate use of
the many natural defensive positions, the 7th Armored
pushed relentlessly onward. The troops took Schn.1allen-
berg, Gleidorf, Fredeburg — and two score other villages
that are hard to find on a map. They took them, because
they were all occupied and defended; they held them

Tanks of the 40th Tk Bn move into position in the
debris of the newly-taken town of NEIDERS-
ORPE, Germany.
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/when the enemy counterattacked. Centered as it was
on the Ruhr industrial section, shortened lines of
communication gave the enemy the advantage of supply;
there always seemed to he ample ammunition. Pro-
jectiles rained unceasingly on 7th Armored Division
positions. The anti-aircraft weapons that had been em-
placed for protection of the Ruhr against Allied air
attack were converted to ground use, and were in
evidence everywhere.

In this battle, as there are, unfortunately, in
all phases of combat, there were casualties, and
the cry of a wounded man for “Medic” never
went unheeded. The aid men of the assault echelons,
and the battalion aid stations, and all medical instal-
lations, for that matter, pressed unceasingly their
humanitarian labors, under terrifically adverse and
hazardous conditions. The 77th Medical Battalion, with
its collecting and clearing agencies, and with its hospital
facilities, cared for the wounded, and saw to it that
every possible aid was given every man who had
suffered bodily harm at the hand of the German. The
haven of the Geneva Red Cross will not soon be forgot
by those unfortunate mmembers of the %th Armored
whose blood was spilled on the fields of battle.

The 7th pushed on.: The prisoner take grew larger, and
the German’s attitude lapsed to that of defense only:
little aggressive action was encountered, but there was
never a decrease in the intensity of the fighting. There
always seemed to be ample manpower, ample armor,
ample everything. It was readily apparent that original
estimates of 100,000 troops' in the pocket was low; the
7th alone took over 45,000 prisoners while engaged in
this operation.
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The staff of the German LXXXI Corps was captured on
April 12 by the 17th Tank Battalion. The 87th Cavalry
Reconnaissance Squadorn (Mecz) captured the Co?ps
Commander, a lieutenant General, on the f{ollowing
morning. These Germans expressed admiration and fear
of the 7th Armored’s aggressiveness and power, and for
themselves had little to say except "Alles\ Kaput".
; n’};"ﬂ'-’ X a7éo Joo /K Thio |20 &/ [RAes 7
Th order to gain deception
éind to utilize more sui-
table terrain the Division
changed direction to the
north as the attack pro-
gressed. On April 14,
CC A fought its way into
Hemer, and freed 23,000
"f01‘mer Allied soldiers,
| mostly Russian, from one
of the largest prison
camps to be overrun in
) the war by any force.
. The deplorable conditions
| that existed in that camp
{ brought harshly to mind
| the brutality of the enemy
. that the 7th was fighting.

AV <

The eastern part of the
pocket collapsed when
early on the morning of
the 16th, a German
representative came into
lines of the 38th Armo-
red Infantry Battalion,

A 7th Armored infantryman

covers Germans who came

across the fields near R O D-

HEIM, Germany, to surren-
der to him.
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HEADQUARTERS III CORPS
Office of the Cormanding General
AP0 303, U. S. Army

6 May 1945

Majcr General Robert . Hasbrouck,
Conmanding General, 7th Armored Division
AP0 257, U. S, Army

kv dear Ceneral Hagbrouck:

I want ‘to thank you and the officers and men of your splendid
division for their magnificent and outstanding work while operating
under the III Corps, The III Corps was pleased to have you assigned
on 7 March 1945 and regretted exceedingly when you passed to other
control on 17 April, The great successes of the 7th' Armored
Division during this period will, I am sure, stand out as brilliant
pages in the military operations on the Western Front,

From 7 March to 24 March the 7tb Armored Division defended from
the west bank the bridgehead over the Rhine River at femagen. On
24 March it moved east of the Rhine, and on the morning of 26 March
broke out of the bridgehead and attacked east in one of the most
rapid and vicious advances by armor which has ever been executed by
American forces. In three days and nights your division advanced
relentlessly 70 miles to seize the important center of Giessen and
the roed centers northeast thereof, In this advance the division
overcame innumerable obstacles, strong enemy action of all types,
effected without delay a change of objectives from the city of Limburg
to Giessen and captured intact vital river crogsings, great quantities
of enemy materiel and supplies, thousands of prisoners of war and re-
covered thousands of Allied prisoners of war. This advance spear=
headed the drive of the First Army, and furnishes a classic example
of the correct use of armor.

On 29 March the division was directed to change its attack from
east to north, Attacking boldly, the division again covered great
distances, overcame severe resistance, seized the dam at Ederstau
See and assisted in completing the encirclement of the Ruhr Basin,

On 3 April the III Corps was given the mission of attacking into
the Ruhr pocket from the east and the 7th Armored Division was assigned
the center zone. Despite bitter enemy resistance and almost impassable
mountainous terrain, the 7th Armored Division attacked with infantry
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d armor at strong enemy positions extending from Fredeburg south
igrough Gleidorf to Schmallenburg. The reduction of this heavilyk :
defended position defeated enemy attempts to break out of the pocket,
The division advanced rapidly thereafter, and with the essistaqce
of infantry divisions quickly overcame further resistence and ef-
fected the surrender of many German divisions and two German Corps
on 16 April 1945,

The outstanding success of the 7th Armored Division is the re=
sult of good training, both actlon, insplring leadership and an
eagerness on the part of all ranks to fight and get the job done,

I am sure that a review of this operation by the military historians
of the future will show that the officers and men of the 7th Armored
Division did a top job. All of you should be proud. I thank you
and I salute you.

I shall long wish to be associated again with the fighting 7th
Armored Division

Sincerely,

(%

J. A. VAN FLEET
Major General, U, S, Army,
Commanding

(%
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ON TO THE BALTIC

When all German restistance in Northwest Germany
came to an end, the 7th Armored found itself in the
big middle of its very happening, speeding the collapse
with its power and aggression.

It all came about after the Division had a rest in the
vicinity of Gottingen, and was working under the XVIII
Corps (Airborne), only US formation committed with
the British Second Army for operation north of the Elbe
River. CC B, attached to the 82nd Airborne Division,
was the first element to see action in this last stage
battle, racing for 33 miles eastward from a bridgehead
over the Elbe to the city of Ludwigslust, spearheading
the Airborne Division’s drive. The speed and power
of the attack completely demoralized the already

disorganized enemy and his garrison of 5,000 troops"

surrendered after offering only negligible resistance.

It was from Ludwigslust tha’f; Lt. William Knowlt_g)j took
his Troop B, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
(Mecz) to meet the Russians. The troop traveled east,
spending 24 hours within the German lines, surrounded
by SS units, before the Russians were contacted at 0925
on 3 May. An element of the 7th Armored made
first contact with the Russians for the British
Second Army.

It was also on May 3 that CC A and CC R drove north
from the Elbe to reach the Baltic Sea, the first American
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troops to reach that body of water. In this operation,
there was little need for the crushing power that the
7th had at its command. The Germans that were
encountered were those surrendering — and they were
numerous, very numerous. There were more than 51,000
prisoners herded into Division cages as a result of that
final dash, bringing the total for nine months of combat
to 113,041. Vast quantities of equipment were also
taken on that day, including three airfie&fis which were
overrun — one a naval seaplane base.

Lobshs it
And so ended the combat course that héd extended fr
Normandy to the North German coastline.

“The Bowery Bum®, famous tank of the 17th Tk Bn
that fought all the way to, and into, the BALTIC
Sea from the Normandy Beaches.
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TEAM WORK DID IT ...
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