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From Tarmerviiie Lo Germenville, sptember 19443

Following the skirmish at ¥s h gbout midmorning on
D August 1944, this batialion, less Gomp.:.ny uBH (atiached to column 'CM of
Combat Co‘n:ﬂeud npHY and Company YC! (atiached fe column "A® of Combat Cem-—

mend "BW), began moving sash bowsrd Verdun, With its E_Jtacheci_ unitss— Company
"AM. Zlst Tank Battolion; Battery UA", 434th Field Artilliery Battalionﬁﬁrmcrud )3
and one platoon of Cmpany "BY, Sord ﬁrmared Fngineer Battalion — the 254
Armored Infantry Battalion formed column "B¥ of Combat Command "B¥, with

Lt-Col ILeslie Allison, 024 509 as column commarnder., The immediatle objective

of the column wag the estsblishment and protection of a bridgehsad scross the
Aians Hiver,

Mo oppositicn was encounterecd slonz the route of march umtil the hesd of
the column reached Autry on 21 August 44, i which point it had been decided %o
attempt & crossing of the Aisne., Fire frem licsht artillsry, mortars, zni auto-
matic weapons halted the columnm et Autry, A£11 elemenis were impediztely de _“.Lo\red
an artilley obgervation vost was estebliched on high ground immedistely wesy o
the Aisns, and the infantry wes dismounted and moved on foot into pesitions pre—
paratory to crossing the river,

Battery U"AY, 434th Armored Field Artillery Batbalion, in direet support of
the column and with exeeilent ou;ez""cua._«n, brought highly effective fire io besr
on enemy troobs west of the ;mqne. This fire resulted in the surrender of twelve
Germans and the destruction of the enemy's defenses, Due to this preparatory fire,
the eroscing was accomplished without incident, under cover of the srtillery and
the batbaiion's own asszult guns and moriar platoon,

A bridgehead was esteblished and held thr :::}1 the night of 3E August 44, The
Batbalicon remained in place until all ether elements of the column =z
Combat Command "BR had crﬁssed the river next mo -nlng, using a treadwsy bridge
consiructed by the engin Twenty priscners were taeken in this oner
column itself suffered no cd.sue.l'bies.

This battalion proceeded on & . 0
made contact with the rear of the rﬁuii*r'_n,; sleme:m';s of %
The route of ma ﬂc"\ by—rassed NMontfaucon to the south of %
to contein enemy troops. Two medium tenks of Company "AR, 31
ventured a short digstance north of the route of march near the city, anfﬁ ene w8

£ -

L =
ktnocksd out by the fire of an antitank sun located in Montfaucen. The crew escaped
without injury,

-
—

he column nesar on‘;:aLcon

h ity, f.'hl h ras knewn
i

At zbout 15¢#, the battalion's column, including its attsched uzuts, was cub
in twe by antitenk and machine g'ur fire, probebly from tarks or other celf-propsiled
gun mounts, coming from Gthe woods and hlgh grourd of Haueourt and 1.;«,.11_111"- into the
village of Melancourt, That part of the column which had already passed through
Malencourt went into terf';:ora* v bivouae nesr Bethincourt snd was joins thez'e 1n
ebout forty minutes by the remainder of the column, which had suceeedsd in
the enemy by tank and asssult gun fire, The enemy fire czused ne ca 25
movement was recommenced at 1815,
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A4t 1555, 1 September 44, while enroute, the bettalion 1‘. i been ordered to
Senrl & b:l.vouac rarty to,Headguarters Cgmbat Command "B¥ {0 reconnoiter an gescmbly
arce nsar Bieppe, east of Verdun. This order had been followed by one cissolving
all attachments effective upon arrivel in the bivouse zrea. Aftor fhe battzlion
had vpass & through Bethincourt and shortly before the column reached Marrs , it was
deecided to bivouse all elements of Combat Command "B in the vicimit—r c: izrray and
the battalion moved into a defensive assembly area near G rTmonville =% 2 2345, 1
Septemper 44, Road blocks were established on principal routes of enbry inte the
&Trea occu :’Led by combat commaend, and ouitnosts were 1laced bstwsen the To=24d blocks,

There wes no definite informstion of destruction inflicted on the enemy curing
these operations, aside from that at Autry where twenty srisoners were token a
Some smell arms destroyed; and ncither the battalion nor its sttached uniis
suffered any casualties, :
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Dornot - 6 September to 11 S
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At 16/ 6 September 44,

£ 25talion began mo¥ing from its bivouac ares
near Germonville, On 2 Septembe 44, tentative orders had been received for the

¢
Lo}
Q

r 4
reconstifution of 211 elements of Combat Command "B¥ into two forces srd for their
movement &t an unspscified to an sssembly area east of Verdun from which thsy
would proceed o atisck either directly c2st toward etz or northeast toward Luxem—

bourg. (See attached overlmys)

o
®

On € September 44 it was determined that thelistiack would be on bz, with
the establishment of a bridgehsad across the Moselle River south of the city as

the immsdiete objective, TForce I, urder commani of Lt-Col Leslis Liiisen,

024 509, consisted of this battalion, less Company "B (attached to Force II), ard
the following attached units: Company "AM, Blsl Tank Battelion; 454th Armored
Field Artillery Battalien, less Battery "C! (attzched to Force TI}; Company BY,

d Armored Engineer Battalion, less one platoon (attached iorce IT); and the first
platoon, Company "EW, 814th Tank Destroyer Baitalion, Headcuarters Combat Commarnd
"B", with attached troops and trains, wes to feoilow Foree I's route of Advance,
(See attached overlay] Due to the faect that gasoline originally intended for this
bsttelion had been diverted by division erder to the Division Feserve Command, it
wes impossible for the column to meove as originelly planned by Headgusrters Combat
Commend "BY, £1]1 slements of Force I, except this battalion, were temcorarily
placed unier the command of Lt-Col James G. Tubuisson, 023 042, commanding oificer
of the 424th Armored Field Artiliery Batizlion, and moved to the assembly srea ssst
of Verdun, - '

These units then moved out of the sesembly ares on the reosd to ¥ebz, Teaving
only Company "BY of the 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion., Upon their leavi the
assenbly arez, the Commandine Gensrel, Combat Commang "BY, ordered that this bat-
talion proceed zlong the assigned route as soon se gacoline vas available, ieck
Up the enginsers st the asgembly arse, and caieh up with the tail of the column,
at which time control of Foree T was to revert to It-Col Ailison.

cfore the battzlion Succecded in recovering contzct with its column, the
column was halted by enemy resistance ot Eezonville, Hesdousrters Combat Com
A" and Forece I pulled off the roed, and thi: battslion was brought formarg
all possible speed to clear the route, Five prisomers were taken in f vicinity
of Fezonville, and it was decided to by-pass the town =nd Jroceed €ross country
to locate a bridgehead site on the lioselle River south of Veta,

The cross-country movemsnt #as mede during the night of 6.7 September, apd
the head of the battalicn entered the town of Pornet, on the ¥oselile River ot
about F4/F, 7 September 1944, Puring the day, the town was clezred of all snemy
troops, with the exception of a few snipers, and an outpost line was estebiished
sbout it, Fire was reccived from artillery, mortars, flsk zuns, antitank guns,
and smwall srms, At the end of ths day, known ene y dead smounted to fou ; sixteen
prisoners had been captured; and the following material had been captured or des—
troyed: 1 automobile, 1 haif track, 2 20mm flsk guns, 20 rifles, 1 field kitchen,
and 20 horses and 1C wagons, From concealed, fortified positions on high srobond
immediately coct of the Moselile Fiver, the enemy vwas zbie io bring sffective fire
upon Dornot and upon the low greund of the river valley to its front. is fire
continued intermittently durine the sntire time the battelion ocerpiad Bernot, By
the evening of 7 September, the 208th Grenadier B ttalion, 4828 Grensdier Hegimemnt,
86th Flak Battalion, and 53 Flak Battalion hsg been identified; and the Snemy was
s

estimated Lo bave from 500 to 1000 troops opposing the battalion snd to be czpable
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of counter attacking at will,

During the morning of 8 Sentember 44, a patrcl wes vut across the river i
ault boats brought up by Comparny "B¥, 524 Armored Enginecer Bstzlion, This
rol was withdrawn after a short time, ils position on the sastern shore of

g unbtenable, A1l attschments having been éisolved, Company UB#, 235 2
elion rejoined ths battelion during the morning of 8 September 44

fank Battalion, moved up to the outskiris of Dornot but was sent

&g neither the terrain ner the situstion favored the use of armor,
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Hore asssult bests had been brought up durins the early morning by enginpeerg
attached t& the division, and by command of the Comﬁ§nﬂing Genersl, Combat Commend
"B, & determined effort tozeross the river and esieblish & bridgshead was msd
during the afternoon of 8 September 44, Company WAt orovided flank suard troans
for ths crossing; and, despite hesvy cnemy fire from front =nd both Flanks, pe
of both Company "B gnd Company "C" succeeded in crossing the river and in dv ving

- the enemy from the western slope of the high ground which he eccuried sast of

‘The battslion was joined in the erossing by troops of the 23 Bettalion, 11 th Combat
Team, of the Fifth Infantry Division. Both battalions lost heavily in meking the
crossing, ' =

Lt~-Col Allison erossed the river during the afterncon, leavine ¥sior Theodore
L. Johansen, 0 554 528, executive officer, in command of th % vart of the battalion
west of the river. The outpost of Comiany "A" wac pushed s Far north as Ancy
Dy the evenins of 8 September 44, but no more boats were sble to cross the river,

The situstion remsined virtuslly unchangegd during the night of 2-9 September,

e o eplerber, and the night of 9-10 September, fest of the river, heavy
~ shelling of troops in Dornot a2nd troops flanking the fown continued intermittently
causing many casusliies and forcing all troops in the town to teke shelter i
lovement ebove ground was extremely hazerdous, It was found impossible %o maintain
communication with the rear either by wire or by radio, as constant use of radio
invariablg brought accurstely directed fire from enemy 150mm guns and 120 mortars
and 20mm guns, East of the river, the bridgehesd, which had been established as a
bight cirele of troops Immediately beyond the river after heavy fire had ferced a
_withd awal from more zdvwanced Dositions seized durine the afterncon of 8 September,
held firm zo=inst repested counter sittacks by infaniry and tanks, Artid lery, co—

'1
&0

rdinated through the Fifth Division, which was now direztine the operations, was

able to box in the bridgehesd with pre-plemned firec and so s=mash 511 or sny attenpts
at pehe‘ﬁmtion; but the steady attrition of ths troops there, caused by heavy cnemv
fire, lack of food =nd water, and the impossibility of Securing any rest, made it
atparent that the bridpehcad, seized at so hich s cost, wes untensble, Air
%as active durings 10 September but failed to reduce enemy fire,

T, the Commandine General of the Fifth Infantry
bridgehead and of troops in Tornet to positions
on the wooded high ground immediateoly vwest of the tovm, The withdrawsl ves cerried
out during the night of 10-11 September, under the direction of s

of the 2d Bettalion, 11th Combat Team,

-
[ &

On the efternoon of 16 Septembs
Division ardered 5 withrawal of the

Wounded unabie to walk were left east of the river or in e
Under cover of intensive ertiliery fire, the survivers of
waded the river betwsen Dornot and Aney, destre

7ing what material
with them, ¥"ith a1l of its troops the battali

s Dornot,
lgehead swam and
they could not take
on was reorganized
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on the morning of 11 Scptember snd then proceﬁ To =n assembly &res near Les Barscues,
west of Gorzes.

Enemy troons engaged acsinst this battelion during the pericd of 6 September to 11 :
September 44 were estimated to ineclude as many as 5,000 men, & =nemy cositions in- =
cluded stesl and concrete fortifieations as well as concezled sarthweorks. Exact
damage inflicted on the enemy was imrossible to ascertzin; bul enemy casuslties were

believed to be hizh, due te heavv shelline of our grhlllory, bambing arnd sktrafing by
our gir force, and heavy toll tsken of ceounteratiackers by our iroops in the bridge-

head,

i,

The followine officers and men were recommended for decorations as = result of
their outstanding conduct during the Dornot opsrations:

“illiﬂms, -
L H, Ingling, 01 (5351

Capt. Howard H Med, Bet,, — Distinzui
Tee 3 Wiiliem H., E=ston, 36 169 Med. Det., — Silver S
Pfec Blsine J, Adams, 47204116, Co, UB" - Silver Ssar

Pyt Joseph 8liveri, 36706110, Co, YB™ — Silver Siar
Szt Henry M. Hodges, Jr,, 14062900, Co,™BM — &ilver Star
ist Eb, William H, MeClure, 01287558, Co. "BY - Silver Star
T 5zt Jermeth J. Rvan, 37032729, Go, UB# - Silyer Star
ist Lit. Cleo 8. Fresd, 0460779, Co. "B - Silver Star
Szt Juniﬂs H, Koonce, 54208584, Co. HBY — Silver Sger
Pfec James H. Hiltun, b_lqz_?g Co, "BY - Silver Star
Pyt Willism G, Garner, 54175289, o, B! — Silver Ster
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! ", ar, Ff5,
1, Howard B A Euh

J"’:.‘.rpn’ Gaoroe £, Pvi.
Yitgo, Focco Ce; Bzt e
Coiiin:

Coll Ifrancis B Pui
“llis, Donald, Pyt
ilazzo, Frank, Pyt
celmtta, Robert J.,0n1;

- 5 J.,0pl,
Delong, I=p 22 t,

1
als
EERED
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Ln run J ames

Zopnded in I chign:

obert, We, Pf

ILow 67"7

Szypks, Chester
Hoover, T‘eLo B,
Eopale g‘:rrle‘ Fe s

LLCI]:CEE,

Burns, Ge .
Hugson, © i

Baddin, Ceeil K., 2od T,
“Davis; Sel, Pvi.

Eyle, Pugh E., Capt,
Snedgrass, George, T/Szt,

Pettit, Samuel C., Pvi.
Christina, nptﬂony Uy, Pfc
Valentine, Glenn E,, Cpl.
Armenti,; Santinc, Pvi.
Janangele, Peter J., 5/5zt.
Dzierlings, Frank 8., T/Sgt.
Peterson, Henry C., Sgt
Greemweod, Cari H,, Pvi.
Bean, Csrl L., Cpl,

Previs, ¥ E
Hartmsn, S=m, Pic
Downsy, Jehn, Pvi.
Fusgsell, Hdward C,, Pvt,
Sarno, Fichsel J., S/Sgt.
Robinson, Leroy, Pvt,
Yswm, Charlie 0., Pfc

:If usan, E{

Pyt

hem'y O E/Egt.

Peterson, Freddie L., Pvi,

Yeoung, Sammie 5., Pvt

iﬁone, Joseph £., Pvt,
Strini, John s

T SE LR -
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Missing ln Actien.

Brown, #illiesm H.,, Fvt,
Fgir, James E., Pvi.
Pakoslski, Theodore ¥W,, Pvi,
Silve, Williams, Pvt,
Thomas, Elmer B., Pvt.
Wagner, dames S., Pvt,
#hitman, Bernard,Pvt,
Densmore, George ¥. Pvt,
Dotson, éubry %,, Pvt,

"Captured:s
Donnely, Roy V., Pfec,

Viounded in 4Action,

Owens, #illard W., Sgt.
Bates, ¥ernon 8,, Pfc.
Gleason, @ Lee lis, S/Sgt.
Kelly, William E., S/3Sgt.
Hant, Douglas P., Pfc.
Slawinski, Jobn L,,T/5
Schraeffler, Archie, Pvi,
Wirhel, John F., Fvé.
Kelliner, Max Pfes
Kiedaisch, Arthur G. S/Sgt.
“Poore, Robert L., Pic.
Kermath, Charles, Pvt.
Christie, bick, Sgt,

Hurd, Gordon D., Pfc, *
Bridges, Dean, Pfe,

Sh.&w, Howsa rd M»_t; _Pfcﬂ
Barber, Haymond,T/4
Jackson, L. Jd. 8/ Sgt,
Hancock, Woodrow, T/5
Kletzkin, Arnold L., Put
Goodman, John B., Pvt.
H111, Awmos, Pfec.

Schnske, Williasm C., Pfcp
Egros, bruno, T/5
Hoczyk,John, Pvt.
Burlsson, Robert L., Pvt
Gongleton, Harvey B., Pvt.
Basso, Peter R., Pvt.
Freel, Emmett, Pvba.
Hayes, Ray L., Pvt,
Lioyd, Mack L., FPvt.

Bek, alfred, Pvt

English, Joseph A, Pvt,
Anderson, Fred, Petf
Weasa,Barl, Pvis

-

Wiounded in Action.

Picou, Joseph F., Pfec.
Van Ng tter, Roy, Pvis
Deltura , Edward F, Pvi.
Arfis, Joseph F,, Pvi.
Smith# Walte® G., S/Sgt
Emery, Barney Jd., Pvi.
Gilbert, Henry L,, Ffc.
Johnson, Albert ®., Pvi.
Ma ggert, Vioodrce, Ivh
Wo jtlkowski, Joseph F., Pfc.
Mihalik, Emery A,, Pvi,
MieChristian, willlam &., PvE,
Tanner, Wilber P., 2nd L.
Freeman, -#Williams J., Pvi.
Nordgarrd, B. G. Pfe.
Neff, Hobert, Pvie
flora, Ignstius, Sgt.
Cocco, Ludwig 4,, Pfe.
liastokas, James D., Pvt.
Hibbs, Barnest F., Pvt,
Riddle, James H., T/5
Imia h, &lbert W,, Pve,
0ldham, Faris 5., Pfcs
Willbrog Kenneth M., Pvt.
Heller George WM,, Pvt.
Hess, Freddie N,, Pfc.
Al11ison, Leslie, Lt Col.
Kalosky, Alex J.,Pfec.
Soha n, Robert V, Pfec.
Wwhite, Dsle, Pfec.

Ho r etzko,_Theodoge.,S/Sgtéif
Strezelic, Jdoseph do, Pfc. -

Gosselinse, Mamrice, Pvi.
Stout, David E, PvE.
doneg, James H,,Ffc.
Brothers, Jdames 4.,5gts
Furhman, FPeter C,.Pfc,
Knize, Vaclau J., Pvd
Whitesides, George E., Sgts
Foret, Hathan, T/Sgt.
LOWEI’Y, albert Ea,Pvtn
Long, Janes B ,Pf{},
Hoonan, James J.,Pica
Tsakonas, Georgs, Pfc.
Laszlo, Frank, Pvt.
Dama, #%&¥% Corry, Pvi.
Chandlex, Stoy, Pvi,
Hamill, Paul, Pve,
Mitchum, Manus M., Pvt,
Bmery, J, Barney., Pvie

i?@"'
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“os‘!_tlon on high 52‘0143& 3.1’an~ i',ne oselie Hiver.
Vn.'s'co:‘_vulle tre baT.-'t’L.lO”l objective, o Set 44, end
occupied until 14¥f 16 September 24, despitb: "i*;_ ittently intense srtiliery, anti—

tank, and r.cwca.r fire from the south, s WEST,

A 142@,' 16 Septenm
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Burinz the mtermon of 17 September 18944, trwxr:as' of the three lize comwmvss
moved on foot irto Tom';r, followi _n,:-, +the advence of the £B8%th, wmpan;y HEH-gar
advanced beyond Lorry in support of the <8th but was forced bo withdraw back to
Loyry .b'er" extremely heavy arti lery and morter f Company "BY was then commitied
i ced to Merieulles, where it aided uﬂc > and holding ‘U“y—‘t’.

its positions were taken over oy :
no Compsnies MAY aﬂ_ﬂ Hot pstzh 3‘, m‘i
guring the night of 17148 =

n b tween Arry and Lorrv 50

fon ommand B! on the mo 'ﬂ.a_'ﬂ“ o*" 18 Seztember

Pat

. G
atuallw_ asﬂwiﬂy arez north of i.lutgrr;r‘! Tie,
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it talion, with

Combs.t Command "B! ordered an attack toward the Seille hiver and the
_Oompany "A", 31at Tank Bsttalion, end G ompany "BY, 814th Tank Destr J""trui_!.l"ll'l
35

attached, advanced on foot from its zssembly area ‘-'ou'nh to
cagt toward Bouxieres-sous-Froidmont. ”he only crppositien
Tire, snd Bouxieres was enbered early on the mornins of 18

it ﬁ g, the battelion jumped off from Bowxieres towerd
gttemst te =nter the towa from the no=th qho*“‘bfm‘ fter ths

aRt. S1st Tank Battalion, lost five fanis
were eventusily recovered. Dsspite heawy
anfitank guns, and small arms, C')ﬁ‘w,r** g
and wss To‘il wed shorily by "AY Comp TRELY fr ol the .northeiée
up & position on high ground north of the town and patrelled

Patrolling and reconzaliscance for Lridge and ford sites wes carried oa duriag
the days of £0 and 21 Se tember. Intermittently heavy shellins by medium sriillsry,
morts, v, and antitank guns contumed both dey and night; and enemy combet pstrols
crossed hhe rive T on both the nizhbts of 20 and 21 September. An atiempt to smash 1.:'1!:
enenmy positions in Cheminot 23 from whence muich of ths enemy zctivity origin: i
stprort on the aftsranoon of ©0 Sertember failed to diminish the
eeived by cur troors in T_-omguevl_i_e.

"'Ki '1’»4.{ orde
poinbs. (
7

--r, \,o;u’oaw:, Comma

Cn the aftsrnoon of 21 Senis
and coordinated attempt to cross

beadguarters Combat Command UBM, Saying ove
abiack was carried out precisely & T\cﬁ‘-" at
bridge the river. However, it :

brid;:ze whe -e'!l'ie Hver, -_.n@_

Compeny "Gl wes withdrawn to a position from which it eould move

3 * =5
either "B Compsny, north of Longuevilie, or "A" Company, in Longue—
ville, in the eve t either were counterattacked. Until relieved by elements of the
Second Infantry Regiment, Fifth Infantry Division, during the night of 24-25 sephbember
44, the babbali on, supported by the artillery and tank destroyers, meinteined its
positions in ‘nc. nesr Lonzucville,

On Z2 Sei temmv’
ot or

Intermitoent shelling contimued thr Oug—‘hOLu the battzlionls stsy in Lf‘l.—u.fv:i.lle, and
he troops were never free from the threst of counksrattack hy strong snsmy foress

he vicinity of Cheminot and Tongivy. The resulting tension combined with ‘—et and coid
weather to preduce a stesdy decline in the bettzlion's combat efficiency curins th
veriod of thsss operstions, '

\
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Combat was
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52, Co. Ha™

Ur" g
2052208, Co.
Pfe Lawrenee B, Johnson, 36706%89, Co,
Col Jesech J. Butler, 52289440, Ce.

Q/Sﬂt Foodford C. Peacuck

Bronze Star
H4Y — Bronze Stz
A" — Bronze Star
uge — Silwver Star
Hui?5060 Co., "CM — Silver Star

Pvt Joseph Scozzaro, 4g0 O?Sﬁf Co, ﬂ%. — Bromge Star
Prt Edmundo V. Ayala ﬂaluumlﬁ Ho, Co. — Bronze Star
PLe Prentiss C. Clark, 34191065, Hg. Co., = Bronze Star
Pfc semes A, Sesgraves, 55431502, Hy. Co., — Bronze Star
T/Sgt Flvin H. Saxberg, 37082878, Co. "C" - Silver Ster
S/Sgt ALlfred J, Chown, 356118554, Go. "C" — Silver S far
S/Sgt Michael J. Bell, 52249885, Co. "C" - Gilver § tar

Casulties included:

iiled in Action

d for decorsiic

T/8gt Henry Mischler
Prt Peber Hebelski

Pyt Charles ¥, Skeffer
Pfc ¥ylem Galyean

Pvht Hoy ¥, Sulser

Pvit Thomas &, & nderson
Pvt Boger ¥. Brusske

T/5 Iee O, Carson Pvi Lar
Pyt Harnest B, Fills Fvb #H1
Pvh ""“*"I‘y i, f&lger J

Pyt Clarence Smith
Pyt rerdﬂﬂgnﬁ P, FPerri
vt & 1fenso Fonce
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