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HEADGUARTERS 17TH TANK BATTALION
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31 July 1945
SUBJECT:  After Action Report, month of July 1945

T0: The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C.

Throughout the month of July 1945 the 17th Tank Battalion remained billeted
. in the vown of dfubigheim, Germany and adjoining towns. ‘The Battalion Headquarters
and Headguarters Company remeined in Eubigheim, Company ‘A in E."*feld, Companies B
and C in Berolzheim, uompany D in Neidelsbach, and Service Compzny in Gericht-
stetten, Germany.

Dur:mg the month, training was conducted with the objective of mamtamug
high standards of physical conditieoning, discipline, and morale. e stressed
Infermation and Sducation Orientation periods and atnletic and recreation
activities. In addition to the scheduled trainming, at,least, twe hours per day -
was devoted Lo maintensnce of vehicles and weapons.

On 2 and 13 duly 1945 the battalion made a security raid and search of the
following towns in the battalion area; Hubigheim, Erfeld, Hohenstadt, Berolszheim,
Ober-Zubigheim, Neidelsbach, Gerichistetten, Kudach, Helmtheim, Dormstal, and
Sindeolsheim. During tihis operation eignt hundred and fifty-six male civilians
were sereencd, and 45 Germany scldiers who did not have proper discharge papers

were apprehended. the search did not reveal any enemy equipment, weapons or {éﬁ

contraband. _ >
Cn 14 July 1945 the billets, kitchens, supply rooms, I & & centers, and in-

dividual weapons of the battalion were inspecied by the Battalion Staff of the 3

40th Tank Battalion., The battalion was found to be in excellent condition,
The Battalion Staff of the 17th Tank Bavtalion inspected the 87th Hen. 8qd.({¥ech. ) S

On 16 July 1945 the battalion supply and property records were inspected by -
the I.G,, and on this date the companies began firing on the tamk and small arms \)
ranges. Company A fired their individual weapons on the small arms range and
Company C fired on the tank range. All Companies fired on both ranges during
the week 16 July to 20 duly 1945,

On 18 July 1945 an intensive educational program on V.D, Control was in-
sugurated in the battalion. One oificer and one NCO in sach company was placed
in charge of V.D. Contrel within the company. Ten percent of the emlisted
men in each compsry received training on V.D, Control.  ‘The instruction was
given by the Battalion Medical O ficer.

Eumng the mornings of 20 duly 1945 the battalion participated in g battalion

parads ‘and review on the parade field at Eubigheim, Geramany.
' Gn 21 July 1945 the battalion partieipated in the Seventh Arny security raid,
ifallyhot, The following towns were raided and searched in copplisnce with
operations instructions from Higher Headjuarters: Bubigheim, Erfeld, Kudach,
Dornstal, Hohenstadt, Berolzheim, Helmtheim, Sindolsheim, Neidelsbach, Cber-
fubigneim, and Gerichtstetten, Germany. ©Seven hundred and seveniy-seven male
civilians were screensd, and of these thre¢ were placsd under house arrest for have-
J.ng contraband, (kiives), in thedir p%sess:.on. Forty—m‘.ne ex~soldiers were de-
tained for not having proper discharge papers. :

On 23 July 1945 we had a show-down inspection in the battalion to determine m
whether or not there was andy unauthorized equipment in the possession ofma L]
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During the week 23 through 27 July 1945 all men who had not previously
fired the small aruas course did so. all companies fired on the tank range
again.

Cn 24 July 1945 the battaliocn relieved the 40th Tank Battalion en four
road blocks, which that battalion had maintained prior to this date. Bach
block was manned by six privates and one NGO, who was in charge. . 2

During the month of July 1945 there were many changes in the personnel
within the battalion., (n 28 July 1945 seven officers and one hundred and.

-edighty—eight enlisted men were transferred from the 17th Tank Battalion to the
First Tank Battalion of the First Armored Division., The battalion strenght as
of 31 July 1945 was: Assigned strength: 43 officers, 3 Warrant officers, and
361 Enlisted men. HEffective strength: 39 officers, 3 Warrant officers, and
293 Enlisted men. i

THOMAS W, DAILEY
Eaj, Infantry

Commanding
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The Battalion condusted a training eseh day and sach compeny had all
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ares, 75mm, and 8lmm morter smwmmition. There were 60 eiviliam police in the tomm
uhammﬁmammnganmmmmhaandwwpmtmta
displaced porsons and refugees into cur area from the west

On 12 Hay 45, Co A was noved to the town of Rl Volgtshagen end mssumed control
of the area which had been sccupied by C Co.

(The B assumed smbrcl of the sea-plane alrpori in hie vicinlty of Volksterf mnd
Potenits ot Coordinates 090090. The B I & E platoon wes placed In the ghrport te
guard 1it,

On 13 and 15 Hay 45 all personnel in the bn bresent for duly attended the movie,
ATwo down and One t0 Go® gt Klutg.

on 18 lay 45 we received a warning order hiat the i would move with the division
to a sedurity eres in the viecialty of Kother, (D6458) to relieve the 104th Wn?
Bive.

During this od we evatuated 8 truck loads of 211 Fusesimn displsced persoomel to '
the Fussisn held sector. 110 Pelish and Rusglen goldiers wers svacutated $o the
Allied P¥ Camp at Boltenhage.

fhlﬁ!ﬂé&ﬁalmmmBivisiunﬂsamﬁmcenteratmmmmmm
The compsny moved to the slrport eomplete with a1l personnel snd equipment and ree
nahned there until 19 May 45. During the period thet this oo wes at the Fecreation
Center the mormings were devoted o training and msintens:ce and the afternoon snd
evenings to rehabllitation snd vecrestion,

On this date wersceived orders thet the Bn would wove with CCA to
vieinity of Kothen (D-§458) begianing et 210354 May 45. The In was supposed to ovoss
the Release Point at Halle at 221420 May 45, The Billeting party snd 1 Staff Officer
wes to report &t 5.3 CC4 at Dennshaegen (T2998) at 200800 May 45, prepared to procsed
wmwm mmunhmwrﬂ&mwm%amuh&ahmmwﬂnﬁ

0 _through 22 Hay which had moved to the Airport in the vieinity of
deved of the Alrport guerd duty by the British
the British of the Guard duty st the PNE at

aren a8 & unit snd crossed the IP at (T135953) at
B area in the vieinity of Wittnar, The rate of
' miles p (See overlay for woute)
The Ba S-2 and the I & R Platoon met the 0CA 5-3 nt Damshagen (T2598) et 200800
45 and moved %o the new ares arrviing =t Delitwsch et 2001700 Hay 45. During
: y and the following dsy the Bn 8.2 contacted the 414 In? Regt He
413 Tegt and made arrangenents for relief. It was found that
the area had been cleared of ememy personnel, ams snd squipment and that the people
- m!imhadhe& ery little trouble in this ares. The sres which wes
W Mm(m overlay) and the food situation

__ iided the a could hest be contro'led by placing M Hg end
Hq Co, Sv Go, B end cqs.nt_‘natm * Gleisien and & Co and D Co

¥
g3
5
&

reo
their assigned billst«a. m bettalion clmed in the Gleisien area at 231530 m M.
The Ba closed in the Wittmar bivouse area 211955 HMay and moved out at 220650 Hay 45.
After erriving in the Gleisien snd Krostits sress esch company was assighed soneg
of responsibility snd security pstrols were started (see overlay). HMilitary Governe
ment offices were opened at Gleisien, Krostits, Werblin and Machenwats. 4 displaced
poersons canp et Rockwitsz whi mm for sanitation,
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1 liay through 2 liayt ihe Hn, minus Service Co. which was atbtached to UCA trains

was biileted in the town of kschede. uuring this period all time was devoted to .

maintenance of venicies and equipment. We made a ncn of roads in our assigned area
and ran a security patrol in the area. ‘the patrol consisted of two one-quarter ton
vehicies and six men. 'the patrol contacted the 203 AAA Bn. on our right every two

hours. 1lhis area had been occupied by American and knglish troops prior to our arrival,

so we had no trouble with German civilian or soldiers. 0On the lst of May a German
Fo W, 88 (dive bomber, crash-~landed in our area and the pilot and onepassenger were
evacuated to Uiv, Hg. immediately,

During the day of the 1 May 1945, we received warning that the combat command

would probably move by lask Forces on the 2nd or 3rd of uay to a forward assembly area

in the vicinity of Vellahn,

At 020615 kiay, we received orders tnat rask rorce Dailey would move out over
Route A4 at 021000 May. ‘ihe movement time was changed and it was not until 1300 that
lask rorce vailey actually moved out. ‘iask rorce Wemple crossed the I P at 1410,

At 02950 we received the operations instructions from Combat Command 4 Hq. ‘he
Combat Command was 16 march over one route to an assembly area in the vicimity of
Vellahn, ihe Combat Command was divided into four Task forces, namely Task Force

Wemple, lask rorce phea, lask rorce vailey, and lask rorce U. iask rorce Wemple con-
.sisted of Hq 17th 'k Bn, Co 4 17th, Co B 23rd Inf, one plat Uo 4 81lith 1, D, tn, one
plat Vo B 33rd &ng Bn, minus one squad. Co U of the l7th minus one plat and one plat
of Co L 1l7th was attached to Task rorce mhea, Co 5 17th minus one plat and Uo U 17th
minus two plats were attacned to Task rorce Dailey. une plat of Co C, one plat of
Go B, and one plat Co D of the 17th iank Bn were attached to Task rorce u.

ihe billeting details for the lask rorces were sent out with the Combat Command
billeting party at 020800 way 1945. At 021245 may we received orders from UCA that

_ we would make a Hen of proposed routes to the north of Vellahn, 1The Hen instructions
were sent to our I & R plat leader who had gone forward witn the billetingparty, and
he made a Ken. of the routes to the Baltic and into the town of Wismar. His Hecn re-
vealed that the reoads were in good condition and that there was no enemy resistance.
However he reported that there were thousands of German soldiers moving ®outh on the
roads to surrender. o :

lask Force wemple moved out of Esched at 1400 and proceeded over the following
route: Schelphah, weyhmisen, bratenhees, Holdenstadb, Uelzen, Kiestedi, Stocken,
Suttor, aiebrau, Gohrde, Pommorseli, New Uarchau, Uarchau, lHaar, keuhaus, suckau,
Brahlstorf, and Z4uhr, The Task rorce closed at Zuhr at 1943. &b 2345 we received

warning that the Uommand would probably move on to the north at day-break, on the
following morning.

3 way 1945: At 0400 we received operation instructions from GCA Hq stating that
T. r. bailey would cross the L r at Karchou at 030630 way followsd by one battery of
the 489 F. A., then Task Force iiemple which Force was to cross the 1 P at 073'.5. ‘Our
mission was to destroy any enemy resistance encountered and to ocecupy an assigned.
sector on the Baltic Coast. Later the time of movement was cancelledand the Task
rorce was placed on a one hour alert status. -
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After we crossed the Elbe River in the afternoon of 2 May, and as we were
moving into the assembly area at Zuhr we passed hundreds of German soldiers moving
south on the roaas to American P W snciosures. ‘the movement Was orderiy and none
of the enemy troops showed any indieation of resistance, They had completely
surrendered and swere ready for the F. W, Lages, .
lask rorce iwiemple moved out of the Zuhr Assembly Area at 1135 amd crossed the I ¥
at Korchow at 1145 and proceeded along the following route: Ferdah, wittenberg, bodden,
Renzow, rokrent, uadebusch, nolderf, kehna, fledendorf, nanshagen, Sievershagen, Uans-
hagen, and Klutz., The Task Force closed in tine nlutz Area at 1700 and immediately be-
gan picking up prisoners of .war and establisning civilian control. buring the night
and following morning 500 prisoners of war were evacuated from Llutz and the other
towns in our assigned area to the irisoner of Var Enclosure at Grevesmuhlen, e made
a house to house search of the town of Klutz immediately and collected out 300 rifles,
50 Panzerfausts, several hundred rounds of rifle amme,; and several hundred hand gren-
ades. However, all of this equipment had been abandoned by the soldiers andnone of
the P. i.'s which we took were armed, and none offered resistance, ‘ithere were 42
Allied (french) ¥.W.'s in the town of slutz, but they were well organized and followed
our instructions readily. :
Juring the night of U3 may, the iask rorce Commander issued orders for e tablish
- ing road blocks, and for a systematic searci of our area on the following d sy for
Prisoners of war and enemy arms and eguinment, .
: iask rorce Uailey who occupied the town of Lassourset up a Frisoner of War enclos-
ure at that point and by the following morning had over 4000 Frisoners under guard.
major thomas w. vailey wio commanded that lask rorce did an excellent job in organiz-
ing the r. W. Camp and in setting up the iilitary Government Uffice in the town of
Dassou.
&t 1745, Battery A of the 489 ¥, A. 5n was attached to iask roree iiemple. fihis
unit was sssigned the mission of searching the area to tiie north and west in the vicinity
of Boltenhagen, iarnewitz, and uhristinfeld for German soldiers, weapons, and equipment,

4 May 1945: At ULOO we received notice that Go B of the 23 Lnf was reieased from
itask rForce wemple and that the uompany would join the 23rd Lnf Bn at urevesmuhien
imnediately, The one plat of B vo 33rd &ng Bn reverted to its parent organization

——- and Battery A4 of the 489th reverted to 489th uontrol.
Luring the day our entire area was combed for GUerman soldiers and eguipment. e
took an adaitional 285 prisoners and about 100 more rifles, Une hundred and twenty-five
prisoners were evacuated Irom the airport at Tarnewitz, and our mortar platoon was
placed in the airport to guard it, _ :

Waj. T, W, Dalley organized the ¥ w & at vassow by placing the German oifi cers and
N ¢ 0U's in charge of tne German troops. <lhe uermans were forced to mantain a high
standard of sanitation. German surgeons and sanitdry Gorps enlisted uien were organized
and used to the maximum. OQur men were compelled to sprinkle themselves with b b ¥
powder, then that which remained was gathered up and given to the German ¥ Wis. ihe

persennel in the P # & was organized into Companies and Battalions - allavailable German
field stoves Were obtained and the food was cooked and issued by companies.

‘the Burgeimeisters in the various towns were forced to furnish food and killets
for all displaced personnel and German wefugees. rood for rrisoners in the camps was
obtained through viv. G=A, ' _

The German uilitery Hospital at Dassou was taken over and put under car medical
officers supervision. However, the German personnel remasined in the Hospital to do

the work.
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5 Uay through 7 May 1945: HElements of the 8L4th T. D. Bn which were attached to
Task Force Wemple reverted to 8l4th Bn Control on 5 May 1945,

Continued patrols, military Government, and civilian control activities throuph-
out period., Only a few P.W.'s were apprehended and we had very little trouble with
Civilians., We started removing all wrecked or sbandoned German vehicles from the
roads. On the 7th of May we started evacuatingall German vehicles and equipment to
Division Assembly Point at Grevesmuhlen, Practically all of the vehicles had to be
towed and this was accomplished by using our Bn Main wrecker and tanks from Company A.
. On the 5 May 45, we established additional road blocks at Christinenfeld, Oberhof
and Grossenhof, in order to block all movement into our area from the west.
Major T, W, Dailey continued his civilian and P. W. Control measures in the town
of Dassoul The town was crowded with German Refugees, and required close supervision.
B Co of the 33rd BEng Bn established an Allied P, W, Camp at that Tarnewitz air-
port and all Allied Prisoners of War remaining in the arez were evacuated to that Camp.

——

8 liay 1945: KEffective 090600 liay 45 new sectors of responsibility were assigned
(see overlya.) Task Force D iley was dissolved, The 17th Tank Bn assumed res ponsibil-
ity for the Dassow P W's afld the area that had been under 489 F, A. Bn Control. All
elements of the 17th reverted to 17th Control. During the afternoon of 08 May 45,
the following moves were made within the Bn: Bn Hgq and Hq Co moved to Dassow; Company
A moved to Rankendorf, Company B moved to Harkensee, Company C moved to Gr. Voigtshagen,
and Service Company to Kalkhorst. BEach Company assumed responsibility for civilian
control and security within their assigned areas. Patrols and road blocks were
established and & systematic plan of evacuating all German vehicles to Grevesmuhlen
was started, A Div dump for collecting all enemy ammunition was opendd at Dassow under
our supervision. All roads leading into our area from the east and south were blocked

and each Company was given a sector to patrel,

-

Q lay through 11 May 1945: Bn remained in assigned sector with Bn Hg at Dassow.
Continued operation of road blocks and patrols, ew cuatian of German vehicles to
Grevesmuhlen and collection of arms and ammunition at Division dump at Dassow., ‘The
evacuation of the German vehicles entailed a great desl of work. The vehicles were
““evacuated by Company laint sections and tanks to a Bn eollecting point at Dassow and
they were evacuated from that point te Grevesmuhlen under our Bn Maint Section super-
vision. Over 800 vehicles were evacuated during the pericd.

Bach Company set up a Militery Government office in the town inwhich tthey were
billeted and the Bn Military Government office was maintained at Uassoum.

Al through 18 May 1945: On X1 May 45 received orders changingour sector of
responsibility, this change to be effective 130730 May 45 (see overlay for new bound-
aries.)

During the period, the P W & was inspected by Div and Corps inspectors and was
found to be in excellefit condition. A high degree of sanitation was maintained at all
times under the supervision of our medical officer. Our Company D maintained a strict
guard on the P W I at all times. However, there were no riots or disturbances within
the camps - the prisoners were very orderly and quiet at all times. :
On 12 May 45, Company C was moved to the town of Sclmsdorf and assumed control
of the newly assigned western arez. uiajor T. L. White moved to the town of Selmsdorf
and established a Military Govermment office.. During the remasinder of the period, C
Company made a search of the area for German seldiers, vehicles, ammunition and equip-
ment. Approximately 75 rifles were picked up as well as four truck loads of small

....3 -
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arms, 75mm, and 81mm morter emmnition. There were 60 civilian police in the town
who were used in establishing g block on ocur western boundry to prevent movement of
displaced persons and refugees into ocur ares from the wegt

On 12 Hay 45, Co A was moved to the town of X1 Voigtshagen and assumed control
of the ares which had been occupisd by C Co.

The Pn assumed control of the sea-plane airport in he vicinity of Vollkstorf and
Potenitz at Coordinates 000990. The Bn I & R platoon was placed in the akrport to
guard it.

On 13 and 15 May 45 all personnel in the bn Present for duty attended the movie,
"Two down gnd One to Go® gt Klutg.

On 18 May 45 we received a warning order that the Ba would move with the division
to a sedurity ares in the vicinity of Kother, (D-9458) to relieve the 104th Inf
Div.

During this periocd we evacuated 8 truck loads of 211 Bussian displaced persomnel to
the Russisn held sector. 110 Polish and Russian soldiers were evacutated to the
Allied PW Gamp at Boltenhgge.

On 15 May 45 CGo & moved to the Division Recreation Center at the Boltenhagen Airport.
The compeny moved to the airport complete with all personnel end ecuipment and re-
mafined there until 19 May 45. During the period that this eo was at the Recreation
Genter the mormings were devoted to training snd maintensnce and the aftternoon and
evenings to rehabilitgtion snd recreation.

19 Way 45: On this dete wereceived orders that the Bn would move with CCA to
vicinity of Kothen (D-9458) beginning at 210354 May 45. The Bn was supposed to cross
the Release Point at Halle at 221429 May 45. The Billeting party and 1 Staff Officer
wes to report &t 8-3 CCA at Dannshagen (T2598) at 200800 May 45, prepared to proceed
to the new area. The British were %o relieve us in the gres which we oceupied

20 through 22 May 45: Co A which had moved to the Airport in the vieinity of
coordingtes 090990 on 19 lisy was relieved of the Airport guard duty by the British
at 201200 May. OCc D was relieved by the British of the Guard duty at the PWE at
201200 Mey: 45. .

The tn moved out of the Dassow area as a unit and crossed the IP at (T135953) at
210350 May 45 and proceeded to the bn areg in the vicinity of Wittmar. The ragte of
march was 10 miles per hour., (See overlay for route)

The Bn S-2 and the I & R Platoon met the OCA S-3 at Damshagen (T2598) =t 200800
Wiy 45 end moved to the new area arrviing at Delitmsch gt 201700 liay 45. During
the reaminder of the day and the following day the Pn S-2 contacted the 414 Inf Regt He
and the 3d Bn of the 413 Regt and made arrangements for relief. It was found that
the area had been cleared of enemy personnel, arms and equipment and that the people
who we were to relieve had had very little trouble in this areas. The area which was
asgipgned to the 17th Tk Bn was a farming area (see overlay) and the food situation
vas good, It was dedided that the area could hest be controlled by placing Bn Hq and
Hg Co, Sv Co, B and C Co in the town of Gleigien and A Co and D Qo in the town of
Krostitz. The uildings which were to be used for billeting troops were cleaned
of all personnel snd all arrangementas for moving the units in were made. The hillet-
ing party met the Bn at the Halle Release point en 22 llay snd directed the units to
their assigned billets. The bsttalion closed in the Gleisien area at 221530 lMay 45.

The Bn closed in the Wittmar bivouse area 211955 liay and moved out at 220650 Hay 45.

After arriving in the Gleisien znd Krostitz areas sach company was agsigned zones
of responsibility and security pmtrols were started (see over1ay) Military Govern-
ment offices were opened at Gleisien, Krostitz, Werblin and Machenwatz. A displaced
persons camp st Roclwitz was examined for sanitation.
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23 through 24 Mey 45: Ba continued security patrols and administration of
Wilitary Government functions within the assigned area. Received some compl aints
from German Civilians of Poles coming into area from Leipzig end stealing hogs
and cattle but investigation revealed that the Polish people had paid the farmers a
good price for the Hve stock. However, the Polish were contacted and warned that
they mist buy the live-stock through out Military Government office. Our Hilitary
Government pffices received the usual petty complaints and requests for passes Tt
we had no serious trouble with them. : :

On 24 WMay 45 13 stationary road blocks were established along ocut south boundry
in order to prevent movement into out area from the south (see overlay 24 Hay- 45)

On 23 Way 45 all personnel not engaged in security and control sctivities devoted
their time to preparing vehicles and company property for a showdown inspection.
On 24 lay 45 all companies conducted & showdown inspection of vehicles and compeny -
property. The purpose of the inspection.was t0 ascertain shortages within the bn.

Received notice on 24 May A5 that the boundries of our ares of responsibility
would change (see ove-lay 25 May 45) .

25 Yay 45: During afternoon of 25 liay 45 the following changes in location
were made: Ba Hq and Hq Co and Sv Go moved to tom of Krostitz; B Co moved to
tomn of Hohenroda, and G Co moved to town of Mutzschlena. New zones of responsibility
were assigned to companies (see overlay 25 Hay 45). G Co was designated ss the alery
company in compliance with memo from CCUAM Hq dated 23 Mey 45. Thés company had
no security and control duties tut followed the training schedule with all ‘available
men.

During the morning of 25 llay 45 all companies had a showdown inspection of
clothdng and personal esuipment to determine shortages.

26 through 31 May 45: Duaring thie period 108 Polish and Russian Nationals
were evacugted to the Russisn held sector from our area. Security, civilian control
and Militery Govemment activitles continued throughout the peried.

On 31 ¥ay 45 all Italisn Nationals who were located in the Displaced Persons
camp at Sprods were evacuagted to Delitzsch and all other Nationslities who were
in the camp were moved to the Rockwitz D.P, camp. On this date the Rockwits cemp
was placed under close supervision and all of the occupants were forced to get the
camp in a satisfactory sanitary condition, :
Effective 310001 May 45, B Co became the alert compsny =nd C Co assumed res-
ponsibility for patrols, civilian control and Hilitary Government asctivitles in
the north sector of out area (the red area, see overlay 2510 0 May 45)
Tae 30th of May 45, Memorial Day was declared a Eoliday with the exception of
a short m§morial Service which was observed on. the Drill Field at 0900 (see memo
28 May 45 .
Throughout the period security pastrols, civilisn control, end Wilitary Government
activities were conducted snd the pe somnel not engaged in this work were employed

according to the training schedule dated 28 Hay 45.

3 Incls. JOEN P, WEIPLE
1., Log : Lt Col, ™Infantry
2. lessages Commanding
3. Overlays 3
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1 April 1945: On this date Task Force Wemple which was composed of Bn Hg,
17th, A/17, lortar/17, Ren/17, and Asssuly Gun/17, 1 plat D/17, lWed Det/17, 1
plat B/33, 1 plat A/814 and B/23 was billeted at Geismar. Task Force Dailey
which was commanded by Maj THOMAS W. DAILEY, 17th Tk Bn, Ex Officer, and which
was composed of B/17, C/23, 1 plat B/33, 1 plat A/814, Ren/814, 1 plet D/17,

Co Hq D/17 as well as Co Hq A/81/4 was also billeted in Geismar. Go C of the 17th
and 1 plat of D/17 was attached to Task Force Rhes and billeted in the village of
Louisendorf. ' :

The tanks and infentry were deployed to the north, east and west of the town so
as to be able to defend ‘the town in case of a counterattack from any direction. TWe
had a road block consisting of a section of tanks snd a squad of infantry at the
main road junction due west of Geismar at coordinates 750760 =nd we had a mounted
patrol consisting of two 1/4 ton vehicles patrolling the main north south highway
alon: the east bank of the Eder River from lessemstein to Frankenberg. However,
there wes no enemy activity in our area but some en:smy armor was reported in
Medebach to the north and west of ocur position.

During the day combet Command A was alerted to move to the west possibly to the ;
ticinity of Medebach to work with the 415th Infantry Regiment.

2 April 1945: At 1745 Task Force Wemple received orders from CCA to alert

the unit for immediazte movement and the task force commander reported to CCA hg
for further instructions. Task Force Wemple was to move out at 1930 and was to
follow B troop of the 87th Ren Sguedron. TF Wemple was to be followed by TF Ehea
TP Dailey and the 489th FA Bn. The route to be followed was west to the main

road junction then south to Frankenberg, north to Schrenfa, Sachsenberg, Dalwigksthal,
east to Munden then narth to Medebach. The task force moved out at 1930 and at that
time the sky was overcast and it was raining some. By 2030 the head of the task
force column had reached the road intersection about three-quarters of a mile south
of Sachsenberg. By this time it was extremely dark and reining intermittently. At
2027 we received a message from CCA Hg stating that rather heavy enemy artillery
was falling in Medebach. The column moved on very slowly due to the extreme dark-
ness, the rain, snd the slow progress of the Fen troop which we were following.

The head of the TF Wemple column had resched Tunder at 2115 and at this point the
task forece commsnder, and the S-2 went forward with the combat command commander
to eontact the 415 Inf Regt at Medebach to find out just what our mission would he.
- The Regimental CP had moved on but we did contact one of the Inf Ba CP's and higher
hq contacted the Regimental commender. We found that CCA wes to relieve the inf

brn which was in Medebach. TF Wemple was to be responsible for the defense of the
tomn t0 the north snd east. We were to estgblish road blocks on four roads, three
coming into the town from the north and one from the east. We learned from the

Inf Bn which we were relieving that the Germsns had counter-attacked the town
onthe previous morning with a company of 50 infantrymen. The attzck had come

from the north-west and it had been successfully repelled. The Inf killed or
captured all of the attacking force 2nd they cleaned cut the high ground and woods

to the north and north-west. The only enemy activity which had been observed
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during the d.y was artillery fire from the west snd very litile small arms fire
from the high hill which we will call Hill 500 to the west and scattered amall
arms fire from the south west. Some enemy armor activity had been reported to the
west in the town of Winterberg.

After receiving his orders, the task force commander called his company commanders
and separate platoon leaders forward to lMedebach and went with them on foot ren
of that part of the town which we were to defend. As has been stated before, the
night was extremely dark with almost continuous rgin which made the operstion of
moving the tesk force into position g very difficult one. In addition to this fact
enemy artillery was falling in the town rgther regularly. It is estimated that a
three gun battery was shelling the town and the fire was coming from the northwest.
After completing the foot ren, the task force commander gave the infantry company
commanders the responsibility of estsblishing road blocks on the two western most
roads ccmzng into the town from the north. He was to use his AT platoon - -
for the one: block. The obher to be held by a plateoon of infentry. The tank

company commander was given the mission of establishing a block on the Hillershgusen.

road and the roasd to the east. He was to use a platoon of tenks and s platoon of
infantry for each block. The task force CP was set up near the center of the town
and the morter platoon and gssault gun platoon were put into position on the north-
ern edge of the towmn so.that they could cover the area to the north, north-west,
and north-east. The TD platoon was spotted in the north-west edge of towm where
they had a fair field of fire to the north-west snd the plateon leader made
a ren to each of the road blocks so that he could be moved rapidly to any voint
where he might be needed. The light tanks were held with the trains near the
center of the town as trains protection and g mobile reserve.

Prior to the time that the vehicles were brought into the town an officer who
had gctually made a foot ren of the position was designated to lead each road block
force and each element into position but even with this careful plénming and ren
the process of moving into position was slow die to the extreme darkness. However,
the Task force was finaglly in position b 0245 and all road blocks were well set
up and tied in with each other and with B Troop of the 87th Cav Ren Squad on the
right and task force Rhea on the left.

3 April 1945: At 0300 on this dgte we received notice that CCA would attack
in conjunction with the 415 Inf Regt of the 9th Inf Div at 030930 Apr 45 to seize
and secure Glindfeld (649897) and RJ (654887) and estsblished a security screen
in that area. Task Force Wemple was to lay down maximum fire possible on hill 500
which wgs gbout 1 and 1/2 km west of lMedebach and hill 594 which was about 2 and
1/2 lm north west of Medebach from 0915 to 0930. Task Force Wemple was to attack
at 0930 from iMedebath, seize hill 500, and establish base of fire from which to
fire on Glindfeld. Then we were to attack and secure Glindfeld, establish road
block at 659905 and set up a security screen in that area. Task Force Rhea was to
operate on our left with the mission of placing fire on hill 568 which was about
3 km south-west of liedebach and en south-east nose of hill 616 which was sbout 3
km west of lMedebach from 0915 to 0930 and they were to atback at 0930 to secure
RD at 654887 and set up security screen in that area. Task Force Dailey was %o
move from vicinity of lundem to Medebach st 0930 gnd establish a1l around close in
security.

The task force commander called a meeting of his company commanders and separate
company commagnders and separate platoon leaders and explained our mission for the
following day. He ordered all officers and platoon sgts to make a dismounted ren
as far forward as the enemy situation would permit at daybresk on the follawing day.
He designated Capt Dudley Britton, the Inf company commander as the commgnder of
the assault force and ordered the ettack to be made with the inf mounted on tanks.
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He ordered the gssault gun platoon leader and the morhar platoon leader to find
positions and set up their platoons in the north-west edge of the town of Medehach
so they could place fire on hills 500 and 594 during the period 0915 to 0930. The
engin-er platoon was given orders to clear out two friendly minefields just west

of the town of ledebach prior to (915, the mortar plst was to put smoke cn hill 500
while the engineers were performing this mission. The TD plat was ordered to take
up g firing position on north-west edge of town.

At first light on the morning of the third, the dismounted ren was made by all
officers and paltoon sgts. We were able to get to the exbreme western edge of the
town end at that point we drew a few rounds of rifls fire from hill 500. However, -
from this point we were able to meke a good estimate of tie terrain. We found
that we would have to gttack over about 1 lm of open, slightly rising terrain and
that hill 500 was hesvily wooded. Thes weather was favarable on this date with a
rather heavy ground haze early but good prospects of favorable weather by 0930, the
time for the attack.

By 0810 after the dismounted rcn had been completed the task forde cdmmander
assemblgd the company commanders and issued the final orders.

The assault force commander was ordered to gttack hill 500 at 0930 with two
plgtoons of tanks gbreast with inf mounted on the tanks. The left plat was to move
straight west into the woods on hill 500 and the right plat was to flank hill 500
to the right. The inf was to ride the tanks to tie edge of the woods then dismount
and preceed the tanks through the woods. The terrain weuld not permit hill 500 to
be flenked to the left. The reserve plat was to follow the left assault plat at about
400 yards prepared to assist either the right or left plat. A4As soon as hill 500
was secured and g base of fire had been placed on Glindfeld the right plat was to
assault the town of Glindfeld. The reserve plat was to move around to the right of
hill 500, furnish overwatching fire on the right £lank, and on hill 594. After
the two objectives had been taken, the inf AT plat and'the TD!'s were to be brought in
to establish the road blocks and security screen. The mortar plat, the TD's snd
the assault gun plats were ordered to be in their respective positions prior to 0915.
The attack was to be made with maximum speed. The light tanks wers held back in
the town of ledebech as a mohile reserve.

At 0915 the assault gun plat, the mortar plat and the 489th FA Bn began firing
on hills 500 and 534 as ordered. A4t 0920 we received orders to cease all fire on
these points which orders was complied with., The 9th Inf Div vho was attacking on
our right and left was too clese to hill 594 for safe firing.

The attack was started at 0930 as planned. The assault platoons recieved a few
rounds of small arms fire from hill 500 as they moved across the opem terrain but
the fire ceased as the tanks reached the edge of the woods and eight enemy rifilemen
surrendered. Hill 500 had been seized and secured by 1017 and the tanks were firing
on enemy doughs in the town of Glindfeld. The right plat moved around to the right
of hill 500 snd eneterd the town of glindfeld at 1040 and by 1100 the town }jed been
cleared. One officer and 27 El were teken prisoners in the town. The only
casualties which we suffered in this action were one man Injured by falling from
a bank and one half track put out of action by hitting a friendly mine with no
personnel injured by the mine, The defense of the town of Glindfeld was set up
with two platoons of tanks snd two platoons of infantry. The TD's and the AT plat
were used in setting up strong road blocks at the road junction at 651910 and one
on the highway sbout half way betreen that point and the town of ledebach. One
plat of tanks and one pldt of inf was placed in the north edge of hill 500 to the
north, north-west, or north-east. The mortars were placed just east of hill 500
and the remainder of task force Wempld remained in the town of Medebach to defend
it and the task force remained in this position until 04 0600 April 1945.
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Task Force Dailey attacked and secured the town of Kustelberg during the aftermcon
and night of 3 end 4 Apr 45. This task force encountered stubborn resistence from
eneny SP guns and artillery fire in taking this ebjective, they lost one tank and
sustained s few personnel casualties.

4 April 1945: At 0600 TF Wemple moved cut of the position in the vicinity of
Glindfeld and Medebach with the missien of moving to the tomn of Kustelberg to
occupy and defend the north sectien of that tewn. During this move the enemy
placed intermittent assault gun and artillery fire along the route but fortunately we
did not sustain any casualties. As soon as we reached the town of Kustelberg we
received erders from CCMA®™ to sttack and secure hill 693 which is due west of Kustel-
berg and the tewn of Gronebach Which is about three km west of Kustelberg. TF Rhea
was te pass through Kustelberg and seigze and secure the town of Hildfeld sbout
3% km to the north-west. TF Dailey was to remain in Kustelberg prepared to assist
either of the twe task ferces.

As soon as our leading tanks reached the west section of the town of Kustelberg
the enemy began laying rather heavy artillery and mortar fire on the town and in
the area just west of the town. Abour seven of our infantrymen were injured by
this enemy fire. The enemy fire was coming from the west snd north-west, probably
from the vieinity of Gromebzch and Hildfeld.

The task force commander cglled the company commanders and the separate platoon
leaders forward to maske a foot rcn and to receive orders. The wegther was colder
thalh on the previous day. The sky was overcasé and it was raining some with even
one or twe short intervals of smow. The terrain ever which we were to make the
attack was favorable for cross ceuntry movement of track vehicles if the vehicles

were czreful not to track each other. In other works some of the terrsin was soft
- but it could be crossed. The attack was to be made across open and slightly rising
terrain for a distance of about 1 km then through the woods on hill 633 then over
another hill which had no cover on it and on into the towmn of Gronebsch. The distande
from the wooded srea on hill €3 to the town of Gronebasch is slmost 2 km at this time -«
we only had 11 medium tenks in our task force; two platoons of four tanks each and
one platoon of three tanks.

The task force commander ordered the attack to be made with two glatcons of tenks
abreast with a platoen of infantry follewing each tank platovon in their half-tracks.
One platoon was te emter the woods on hill 603 well to the left while the other
platoon of tanks was to move to the right so that it could fire inte the woods and
_to the north and north-west to protect our right flank. The reserve platoon of tanks
and infantry were to take up a position just west of the town of Kustelberg prepared
to be committed where needed. The TD's were ordered to take up an initial firing
position on south side of rogd just west of Kustelberg the mortars and gssault guns
were to go inte pesition just west of Kustelberg and to palce fire on hill 693 and to
the north if nmeded. A battery of FA went into position just south and west of
Kustelbers and was prepared to fire missions as called for. The light tanks were
assembled on the western edge of Kustelberg as a mobile reserve.

A1)l during the time that the task force was going inte position for the attack the
enemy placed artillery fire and mortar fire in eur area but other than the 7 infantry
casualties previously mentioned no d-mage was done. The assault tanks platoon moved
eut at 0900 and at 0920 ‘éne Of our tanks was knocked out in the vicinity of 595918
by @n enemy SP gun which was knocked out a few seconds later by snother of our tanks.
The infantry platoon which was with this assault tank platoon becsme somewhat dis-
orgenized due to the heavy artillery, mortar and SP fire but the tanks went on
through the woods killing several enemy infantrymen and capturing seven. As the
tanks reached the open area in the viecinity of 589927 two more of our tanks were
knocked out by enemy SP gun fire from vicinity of 587930 =nd this enemy SP gun was
finelly knocked out by our one remgining tank in that platoen.
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The plateon which had been furaishing right flank protection found that due to the
steepnegs of hill 693 on the north side it could not flank the hill to the right
or north so it was pulled back to the left and put into positien in the vicinity
of 590920 prepared 10 make the assault on the town of Gronebach.

It was decided to reerganize task force Wemple for the attack on Gronebach and
one platoon of tanks with one platoon of infantry mounted was detached from TF
Dailey and attached to TF Wemple for the attack. Two platoons of tanks with inf
mounted on the tanks were assembled on the reverse slpe of the hill in the viecinity
of 588919 the other platoon of tenks with inf mounted was put in position at 590923
this platoon was te go arcund the north nese of the hill and attack along the east
west road. The two palt ons which were assembled further south were to go over the
cre: st of the hill and hit the town from the south-east. The asssult guns and
mo¥ars were in position and prepared to lay smoke in the woods to the south and west
of the town. The artillery was prepared to shell the town on call. The enemy
continued to lay mortar fire and artillery in our area during the re-orgenizatien.
By 1210 TF Rhea had taken the town of Hildfeld and they were ordered to assist TF
Wemple in taking Gromebach by moving a task force down on the town from the north,
This attack was to occur at the seme time that TF Wemple moved in.from the east and
south. ,

At 1600 all plans had been completed and the coordinat#d attack on the town of
Gronebach was made. By 1620 all forces were in the objedtive. The asseult forces met
some smell amms fire in entering but the force that was holding the town gave up
rather quickly. TF Wemple took 43 PE's in the town.

By 1700 the town was completely cleared -and all task forces were preparing to
move to other ebjectives.

TF Dailey moved threugh Gromebach at 1700 to the north threough Hildfeld with the
mission of seizing and securing the town of Niedersfeld.

IF Rhea was to reorganize at Hildfeld prepared to move on through Niedersfeld to
the north. During the attack en Hildfeld one platoon leader frem G/17 was killed and
the company commender, Lt Cagle; was seriously wounded.

At 1733 TF Wemple receivederders from GC"™A® Hq to conselidate positien, clear hill
675, and be prepared to move west to the main north-south highway then north to
Niedersfeld on combgt command orders. : :

At 1740 we received word from TF Dalley that his force had been stopped a short
distance north-west of Hildfeld by AT fire and that one tanks had been knocked out
but that they were placing srty fire on AT positions and that the force would move
on immedigtely. :

We were first ordered to move to the west from Gronebach until the head of the
column reached the road junction at 555930 and to await further orders there. The
head of the column reached this point at 2020. At 2025 we were ordered to proceed
north to Nledersfeld and contact TF Dailey at that point and to bleck all entrsnces to
the town from the south and west and to await further orders there. In compliance
with this order the task forde moved out immediately. At 2100 the head of the
column was halted by a’'road block consisting of fallen trees and debree but which was
not covered by fire. The dozer and engineer plat were brought forward and the block
was cleared and the force on the way again by 2120, We were held up by a second

similar road block just sough of town at 2200 tut thie was cleasred by the engineer
- platoon in sbout 25 minutes. The task force was completely closed in Niedersfeld at

2340.

Daring the night we received instructions from CC"A" Hg that CCA Reinforced by lst
Ba, 47th Inf Regt would continue to attack at 050800 Apr 45 to seize and secure
Brungkappel, Wiemeringhsusen, Assigghausen, end Bruch-Hsusen. 1 plat of troop B/&7
was attached to IF Weuple for the purpose of making a ren of the route west from
Niedersfeld to Brunskappel. If this route was found to be gsatisfactory, TF Wempls
was to attack at 050800 Apr 45 and seize Brunskapcel *hen go nordh and seigze
Wallmeringhausen. < SE §_511 ET
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If the west route was found to be impassable, then we were to initiaglly follew TF
Rhea north to Wiemeringhausen then south-west to Brunskappel them north to Wallmer-
ingheusen and be prepared to continue north and seigze Olsberg. -

TF Rhea was to seize Wiemeringhuasen and Assinghausen and be prepared to move on to
Elleringhsusen.

TF Dailey was to make ren of routes to morth to Bruch-Hausen and be prepared to
assist TFRhea or attack PBruch-Hausen on Combat Orders.

The platoon of rcn from B/87 made the ren as directed and reported to It Col
Wemple that they had got inte the woods 300 or 400 yarés when they drew small arms
fire and heard some motors back in the woods. The platoon leader stated that the
road was very narrow, not surfaced, and slightly soft in several places tut that he
thoughy that it would carry our task force. Therefore, the task force commander
decided to use the west route rather that follow TF Rhes.

April 1945: Prier to 0800 while the task force was preparing to move out the
enemy shelled the town of Niedersfeld rather heavily with arty end mortars. Three
men were injured and 1 - 2iTon truck knocked out.

The task force moved out as directed with a platoon of tanks leading followed by
a platoon of inf mounted in half-tracks., We did not meet any resistance by small
arms fire bat 1/47 Inf Ba which was operating on omr flanks took several prisoners
out of the woods and we continued to receive arty and mortar fire. When we reached
a point sbout 800 yards west of the town of Niedersfeld we found that the road was
impassable and that we could not get our vbhicles cross country. The ground was
too soft for out use. A4t 1000 the task force commander asked permission of higher
hg to follow TF Rhea on the north route through Wiemeringhausen and permission was
granted to do this. That change necessitated TF Wemple waiting in Niedersfeld until
TF Rhea had hed cleared.

TF Rhea met rather stubborn resistance in tsking Wiemeringhausen and it was not
until 1525 that TF Wemple started moving to that towm.,

At 1524 we recelved word that TF Dailey had been ordered to seize Bruch-Hausen.

By 1730 TF Wemple was in position on the high ground west of Viemeringhausen to
attack south and seigze Brunskappel. The terrain was such that the tanks could
attack due south cress country over the crest of the hill and into within about
600 yards of the town. Then it was necessary for the tasnks to go to the west and
enter the tom on the main north-south road; the vehicles could not go dovn the steep
grade and directly into the town. The road was the only approach. While forming
for the attack we drew small arms fire fromthewooded high ground to our left frent
in the viminity of 534990 and eventually we took ghout 20 PW's from this area. The
nortars and assault guns were put inte pesitien in the vicinity of 532093 to furnish
supperting fire. The tanks were to attack two platoons sbreast with the infantry
advancing dismounted with the tanks. (me Blatoon of tanks and inf were to bear to
the right and hit the town frem the north. The taks were to go as far asthe terrain
would permit then furnish overwatching fire while the inf entered the towm on foot.
The TD's were put in position on the high ground in the vicinity of 529995 with the =
mnission of furnishing overwatehing fire and flank protection for poth flanks.

The tanks moved out en the assault at 1800 and as soon as they reached the crest
of the hill they drew heavy AT and tank fire from the town.6ne of our tanks on the
right flenk was knocked out. Our tanks pulled back in a defilade position and fired
at possible gun positions in the town. At this time we were also receiving enemy
arty fire in the area. By this time our infantry had been depleted to such an.
extent that higher hq attached a company of inf from the 47th Inf Regt to our task
force to assist with the attack. Our infantry was re-organized and the attached
infantry was in place by 2045 and at that time the final assanlt on the town was
launched.
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At this time it was dark. The tanks moved down near the town and Tired direct, the
attached infantry moved cross country to the wouth then entered the town flom the
east while our inf attacked onthe right flank and entered the town from the north.
The tenks were led into the towm by the inf. Some small amms and automatic weapons
fire was received as the troops entered but the resistance was soon overcome and
about 49 priseners were tsken. The tanks were in the town by 2220 and the position
had been consolidated and blocks egtsblished.At this time the TD's, mortars, assault
guns and remainder of the force moved into the town. It was extremely dark when we
entered the town and of course it wss impossible to completely clear the towm.

Early the next morning one tanker and one infantrymen was killed by snipers, however,
the few remaiming snipers were soon eliminated by the infantrymen. " The tanks and

- P which had given us so much trouble while entering the town had escaped to the
south. The infantrymen which were attached to the force reverted th their parent
orgainzation. As soon as the town was secure and they were left te defend the

town when we moved out the following morning. Pifor to entering the town eur
artillery had shelled it thoroughly, and when we entered several buildings were
burning.

6 1 1945: At 0134 we received the operations instructions for the &th.
Friendly troops were supposed to occupy Olsberg and Bigge end EF Dalley was suppoesed
+to move out at 060800 Apr 45 and pass through thewe towns and capture Antfeld. TF Rhea
was to follew Dailey through Olsberg and Bigge and ‘captu e Helmsingheusen, establish
road block at 506068 prior to attacking Helmeinghausen. TF Wemple was to move from
Brunskappel at 060900 Apr 45 through Wullmeringhsusen, which had been taken by TF
Dailey, to Assignhausen and be prepared to assist TF Dailey or TF Rheaj in séizing
their objectives if needed and be prepared to repel counteratiacks in Combat Command
Zone on order. TF Wemp. e was to establish a road block at Wullmeringhausen with one
plat of inf and 1 plat of TD!'s by 060990 Apr 45.

The road block was established at Wuellmeringhausen by 0900 as ordered amd the
and the remainder of the force moved out of Brunsksprel at 0970 for Assinghsusen
by way 68 Wullmeringhausen., The task force was closed in Assinghausen by 1030.

TF Dailey made the move as ordered but met enemy resistence in Olsgerg but they
did not clear it and at the time Dailey reached the town they simply had a road block
south of the town. By 1410 TF Dailey had cleared Bigsce and was moving on to Antfied.
TF Dailey met stubborn resistance in this operation and had considerable difficulty
in clearing a road block in the vieinity of 502078.

TF Femple remsined in Assingheusen until the following day. During the night we
received word that we would be relieved from attached to the 9th Inf. Div. during
the next day and that the combat command would move to an assembly area in the
vicinity of Winterbert.

7 April 1945: During the night we recleved orders that TF Wemple comsisting
of 17th Tk Bn, (-2 med cos and 1 plat D/17) B/23, 1/B/33, would remsh in Assing-
hausen snd be prepared to move on Combat Command orders by 070900 Apr 45. B/17
was to remain in Antfeld attached to 9th Inf Div. The 1/A/814 was to be sent to
Olsberg to revert to Company control. All elements of TF Dailey with exception of
E/l’? were to revert to parent organizstions and revert to their control. CCMAM
fiinus those elements previously indicated were to revert to 7th Armd Div on this
date and were to move to assembly area near Winterbert. ;

At 0700 received instructions that CC®AM minus B/17 end A4/814 would-march ab 070900
feen present position to an assembly area vicinity Winterberg. Order of March was
to be B/87, TF Rhea, Hq & Hq Co, CC"A®, TF Wemple, B/33, 489 FA Bn. Billeting
parties were to report to CC™AM Hg at 070800 and route was given by overlay.

TF Wemple followed CCMAM Hg out of Assinshausen at 1020 and marched along the
route of Wiemeringhausen, Niedersfeld, Winterbert, anl south-wvest to Langesviese
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at waich time the combat command went into an assembly positioen. The task force
closed in the La gewlese assembly area at 1245. The remainder of the day was devoted
to maintenance of vkhicles end weapons.

8 April 19/5: Unit remained in La gerviese area throughout day devoting time
to maintenance of vkhicles, weapons and equipment. C/17 reverted to 17th control
and moved to 17th Assembly area. B/23 reverted to 23d control and moved to their
assembly area. :

9 April 1945: At 1230 we received notice that we would be prepared to move
inmediately to an assembly position in viecinity of Gleidorf. The order of march
would be Hq, CCMAM, Hq & Hgq Co CC™A", 17th Tk Bn (-B/17), B/33. Units were to
be prepared to move anytime after 1500 and head of column was to cross IP on combat
comand orders. Route was to be south-wWest to RJ vicinity of 483826 then north-west
to Oberkirchen, west to Tinkheusen, and north-west to Gleidorf. The heed of our -
column moved eut at 1535 and the Bn was closed in Gleidoxf at 1655.

During the night we recieved orders that CCM™A" would move to forward assenbly
area the following mornimg. The command was to be dig%idéd into theee task forces.
6/17 minus one plat was to go to TF Rhes, A/17 was to be in TP Dailey and 1/G/17 was
to be in TF Wemple. Each task force was to have ome co of inf, 1 plat of B/33 eng,
and one plat A/814 TD. Task Force Wemple was to move into an assembly ares in
vicinity of Kukelheim, TF Dailey in vicinity of Schwartmecke, end TF Rhea in vicinity
of Kobbenrode. TF Rhea was to cross IP at Schmallenberg at 100700 followed by TF :
Dailey then TF Wemple.

10 April 1945: TF Wemple moved over the route south of Schmallenberg, north

to Obringhausen, west to Wormbach, north to Berghausen, west to Obr.Berndord, to Arpe
and south to Kukelheim closing in that area at 0900. The remginder of hbe day
wes devoted to meintenance and rcm of routes tothe narth. The task force was plaeed
on g 30 minute glert at 1730. :

During the night we received notice that we would remain in present position hut
would be prepsred to move on ghowrt notice. TF Dailey was to attack and secure the
towns of Obervalbert =nd Schondelt and clear woods in vicinity of 277877.

11 April 1945: TF Wemple was still in Xukelheim assembly area on this dste.
Company B of the 17th rejoined TF Wemple at Kukelheim at 0800. The platoon of C/17
which had been in TF Wemple and which was commande@ by Lt Sather was sent to join
his company and TIF Rhea at Robbenrode at 0950 and he reported that he had reached his
destination at 1140.

At 1210 received notice to prepare to move immediately to assembly ares vicinity
of Sieporting. The task force moved out at 1330 and followed the route by Bracht,
Odingen, Kobbenrode, Isingheim, Bremscheid, Eslohe, then north-west to NdrEslche
and south-west to Seiperting closing in that area at 1533. TF Dalley moved to an
assembly area to our west at Ndr Salevey. At this time company B/17 was sent to
IF Dailey and Company A/17 returned to TF Wemple.

During the night we received instruetions that III Corps would contimue the attack
to the north and west with 5th Inf Div on right or north, 7th Awd Div attack #m
center, and 9th Inf Div on south or left. The 7th Armd Div sattack wes to be
continued on the 12 Apr 45 with two combat commands abreast, GCM™A" on the right or
north, and CCUR™ on the south or left, CC"B" in reserve. CCUAM was given a specific
route of attack and this gttack was to be made with task forces in column with TF
Rhea with one company 395 Inf Regt attached leading followed by 489 FA Ba, TF Wemple
and TF Delley. BEach task force being prepared at all times to bypass other forces
and continue the attack. The infantry was to ride the tanks and each task force was
to shorten their column as mush as possible by téking only essential vehicles. The
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first division objective was to be the north-south line through Amecke and Allendorf
those towns inclusive. CCA route was to be north on main highway through Wemholt-
hgusen, North to Berge, then west to Visbeck, to Altenhellefeld, to Hellefeld, to
Bainghsusen, to Schnellenhause, south to Selschede, to Rohre, south te Reckinghsusen
and West to Slidfeld, to Illingheim, and to Amecke, the first GG"A" objective. The
CCR route was to be south of and penerally perallel to the CCA route.

12 April 1945: The head of the TF Wemple column left the Sieperting assembly
area at 0615 and crossed the IP at 316960 at 0750. The head of the colum wss at
Wenholthausen at 0725. 4t 0820 head of column passed throught Beige. At 0840
friendly air ren reported 7 enemy tanks entering town of Sundern. By 1030 the head
of our column had reached Westenfeld. At this point the enemy fired several rather
heavy arty concentrations and rocket concentrations sleng the ares of ocur column
ut we did not suffer any casualties. Up until this time TF Rhea had made excellent
- progress at the head of the combat command column and had met with very little
' enemy resistance although they had ta'en prisoners at almost every town. At 1300 the
head of TF Wemple column passed thru Reckinghsusen. At 1450 we were informed that
there would be a meeting of task force commaniers at Dickenbruch (110014) as soon
as TF Rhea had reached that point. Then TF Wemple reached Seidfeld we found that
TF Rhea had met rather stubborn resistance at Amecke gnd that there were still some
troops at Amecke and that these were still some trcops in that area that had not been
destroyed or captured. TF Wemple was given the micsion of clearing the woods in the
vieinity of 154003 and 147999. +‘he company commanders were galled forward and a
platoon of tanks with a platoon of inf mounted on each were assigned to each Sf the
missions. 1In clearing the area at 154003 we did not meet any resistance and in
clearing the srea at 147999 we met no resistance btut took 35 PW's.

TF commanders attended meeting with combat commend commander at Dickenbruch st
1500 and received orders to attack to the west from that point and seize Langenholt-
hsusen, then north to Balse, then north to Volkringhsusen, =nd on to the RJ at
093079 and set up strong road blocks at that point. TF Rhea was to attack to the
north end seize Mellen, Elbersloh, md Beckum., TF Dailey was to follow TF Wemple
initially.

At 1541 Lt Col Wemple returned to the head of his column which was at Amecke and
assembled his company and platoon commenders and explained the new mission. The for-
mgtion was to be the same with tanks with infantry mounted leading follewed by the TD
platoon with infantry mounted followed by the mortar platoon, the AT platoon, the .
assault gun platoon, the engineers, the tmains, and the light tanks. The FA was in
positien to support owr actions en call and we had forward observers with mounted
in one of the leading tanks and with the infantry. The column moved out at 1600
and the asssult tanks were almost were almost in Langenholthausen at 1720. The
orders were for the tamks with infantry mounted to attack this town in column with th
infantry mounted until they reached the houses then the infantry was to dismount
and precede the tanks, clearing the houses and pointing ewt targets for the tanks.
The terrain was such that the tanks could not deploy. There was a steep cliff on the
right and a streem and soft ground on the left. As soon as the lead #iénk resched
the edge of town the infantry dismounted snd entered the town on foot. Upon reaching
the stream crossing at 102013 we fund that the enemy had destroyed the bridge but
we immediately found a by-pass route to the left and proceeded with the attack. We
drew a few rounds of Smell arms fire and took 36 prisaners but the town was ours by
1810 and the leading elements were pushing on to north toward Balve. The light
tanks were left at RJ at 099015 to block road until elements of TF Dailey reached
that point to tske over block. As the column moved along the road to the north
we received some 20mm fire from rosds in vicinity of 089018 and 089023 as well as
some arty coming in from left flank.
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4s the lead tank rounded the curve in the roed at 092028 it was knocked aut by an
enemy tank or assault gun which fired stresight down the road from the north gt a short
fange, none of the occupants of the tanks were seriously injured. The ter ain was
such that the tanks could not deploy and advance, the only avenue of approach for
the vehicles was down the road. However, the infantry (1 plét) was dismounted and
ordered to attack to the right flank to try to get the enemy tank with bazookas.

The mortar platoon was pulled into position and fired WP and HE on the position

that we thought the enemy tanks was in. Ve also placed arty fire on the possible
enemy tank position. A second platoon of infantry was dismounted and ordered to work
their way into the town to the left of the road. The infantry finally located the
enemy tank in the vincity of 093030 and fired three rounds of Bazooka WP at it.

The tank was hit with two rounds but it turned around and withdrew very rapidly. At
2000 the infantry was still working into the town and the tanks had moved down to

- the. edge of tomn. Of course by this time it was dark snd werwere again faced with
the difficult problem of moving vehicles into position in the dark, However, by 2200
the town of Balve was ours. The infantry received only a few rounds of small arms
fire after getting into the tom and by 2200 we had taken one officer and 30 EM PW's.
Before leaving the town on the following merning we has 3 officers and sbout 60 EN
PWi's, all of which were administrgtive or medical personnel. All of the fighting
troops withdrew from the town earlier with the tanks. At 2030 we had received word
from CCA that we would secure the town of Balve snd remain there for the night
prepared to push on at first light on the following morning on our mission.

13 April 1945: At 0515 our road block which was located in north edge of Balve
in vieinity of 089038 reported that they heard enemy vehicles moving norkk on the magin
highway toward Volkringhemsen. At 0600 received order from CCA to attack to north
at day break and seize Volkringhaugen and RJ in vieinity of 094079.

At 0700 the head of TF Wemple column moved out to north in compliance with orders.
The weather was fair with no rain. A4s the column advanced unarmed enemy soldiers
volumtarily walked out of the houses along the road side and gave themselfes up.
There were probablg 75 in all who did this and they were marched back along the col=-
umn to Balse where the other PW's were being held under guard. As we reached a
large cave in the vicinity of 094046 which Rhd once been used as a large machine
shop and assembly plant for truck motors, a German medical officer advanced with
a white flag and said that he had about 350 wounded German soldiers snd some gllied
FW's in the cave which he wanted to surrender. We placed a guard on the cave and
continued the advance. : y )

At 0755 as the lead tank rounded the curve in the vicinity of 099051 it was knocked
out by an enemy tank which was located in the vicinity of 099054. Here sgiin we
were ppad bound. ‘The tanmks could not deploy to the right because of a stream which
paralled the road on that side and could not deploy to left because of steep cliff,
At this point the road passed under the railroad and the only way that we could cross
the railr@ad was through the underpass. The tagk force commgnder ordered the infantry
to advence on foot enveloping the enem. tank from he right and left. Prior to the
time that the infantry moved up we placed mortar and arty fire on the possible enemy
tank position. The enemy tank was well concealed behind a building and we did not
know its exact location. The infantry finally got up close tothe tank snd discovered
it's exact location, tut they were unable to hit it with bazookas. As soon as the
tank discovered our infantry it fired on them, killing one and wounding snother then
withdrew. In fact the infantry reported that there were two tanks at this point and
that they withdrew along the road to the north. At this point the infantry took
8 more PW's out of houses but they surrendered without a fight. Our tank which
had been hit by the enemy tank was burning and the round which was in the chamber
gt the time the tank mas hit exploded and injured 4 infantrymen as they were by pass-
ing the tank. This of course was a regrettable incident and should be a warning to
all troops to never get in front ngt%eRgﬁnTon g burning tsnk.
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PW8s taken at this point stated that two enemy tsmks had just withdrawn to the
north and that theee other enemy tanks had passed that point earlier in the morning
going north, this same report was given by civilians.,

Since it was known that at least two enemy tanks were somewhere to our immediaste
front and since our vehicles were cannalized and could not deploy, the task force
commander ordered the infantry to proceed the tanks en foet. 1 plat was to advance
on the right of the road and another on the left. At 1040 the inf reported enemy tank
inthe vicinity of 098057 and we placed mortar and arty fire on this point, we also
placed mortar snd arty fire in vicinity of 099063 which seemed to be a likely
~ position for the tanks. By this time the enemy was placing rather regular arty

fire in the vicinity of 098053 and 095094. It was estimated that the fire was
coming ffom a 3 gun battery from he direction of the north east. Appareatly
the fire was not observed for even though it was hitting close to our troops the
enemy was not getting direct hits on cur column.

By 1200 our infantry had reached the other underpass in the v:l.cm:.ty of 100064
and found that the enemy had prepared a very effective road block by blowing the
rgilraad at this point. By this time TF Rheg had taken the towm of Beckum end had
sent a force to the west which contacted our troops at the underpass. We brought
our tank-dozer and a retriever and engineers forward and they began clearing the
road block. T Phea sent a tank dozer down to help. A rcn was made for a by-pass
route but we found that the block could be clegred quicker then we could by-pass
the obstacle, The infantry was ordered to continue their advance to Volkringhausen
on foot while the block was being cleared. By 1500 the infantry had taken the town
of Volkringhgusen with very little resistance, gbout 30 PW's were tsken. By 1530
the road block had been cleared and the tanks had proceeded to Volkringhuasen. The
attack continued to the north and as the lead tank reached the wicinity of 096077 it
drew several rounds of rnemy tank fire btut our tenks was not hit. TWe placed arty
fire onthe KJ in vieinity of 094079 where we throught the enemy tank was and also
fired on it with our assault gun. Here ggein we were in another impassible cannalized
position. There was & stream and railroad grade to our left and a very steep cliff
on our right. We could not work ocur TID's into firing positions without exposing
them to the enemy tanks. We could not see the enemy tenk but we could tell its
approximate location when it fired. The tesk force commander, the infantry company
commander fimally found an @P on the cliff on the right from which they could
see the enemy tank and they observed and adjusted fire for the gssault guns and mortars
The mortar platoon leader also came to the OP and adjusted fire. The tank finally
withdrew to the north. In the mean time the infantry had been working around on the
left flank to clear the houses in the vicinity of the RJ. They received some small
arms and sutomatic weapons fire in the woods on the I2ft and had two men injured
and took 10 PW's,

At 1645 we received orders from CCA to find a route to the left or west and attack
and secure the town of Brockhausen. Task Force Dailey had been given the mission
earlier in the day of attacking cross-country from Balve to the north-west to seize
and secure the town of Deilinghafen. The I&R plat, the TF co mander, and the S5-2
immediastely made a ren of the routes to the west and found that it was impessible to
get out’ task force across the terrain at that peint; the woods were dense in places
and the hills steep and the terrain was so soft and muddy that it would not hold
even our tanks and track emehicles. Since it was impossible to attack Brockhausen
from this point, the task force commander requested permisslo. to proceed on north
to trail which branched to the west from a point in the vicinity of 085089 and
this request was granted by CCA Hg.

At 1800 we continued our attack to the north but when we attempted to move the

tanks forward we were again pined dom by enemy tarnk fire.
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We continued to try to work the doughboys forward on foot snd continued to place
mortar and arty fire on possible tank positions. The infantry company commander took
a squad of infantry around te the right flenk and he finally worked down to ome
enemy tank which was in a firing position in the vicinity of 090080. The infantry
company commander knocked out this Ii-V enemy tank with a bazooks and observed another
tank withdraw to the north. The infantry then moved on and cleared the houses

in the vicinity of 087081 and our tanks were moved up to this point at 2200. By

this time it was extremely dark and our infantrymen were just about exheusted so

the task force commander requested permission to spend the remainder of the night at
this point end to continue the attack at first light on the following morning. This
reqeest was granted b the 'CCA Hq. During the night we placed arty fire all along
the road to our front. During the night enemy tank motors were heard to the north
several times. '

14 April 1945: Since the terrain had us hibpelessly cannalized with a stream and
railroad grade on our left and high cliffs on the right, the task force commander ord-
ered the infantry to precede the tanks, two platoons abreast, one taking advanbage
of all possible cover and concealment on the 14ft of the road and the other in the
right of the road. The infantry moved ocut of Binolen at 0600 to comtinue the attack
to the north. The platoon on the left took 16 PE's from the woods in the vieinity of
084087 with only a few rounds of small arms fire as resistance. :

The I & R platoon was ordered to make a ren of the route to the west beginning
gt the stream crossing at 085089, However, the column continued to advance toward
the town of Hannethal for it was known that the road to the west from that point
mhs passable. By 100 we were at the underpass at Hannethal and hed drawn several
rounds of direct fire from the west.

The I & R platoon reported that they had found a good route over which we could
reach the tomm of Brockhsusen. TF Rhea brought part of their force forward to
take over our position st Hannethal snd our column was turned around and instructéd
to move out for Brackhausen. The trail located by the I & R Plat was to be used for
this move. Yhen we reached Baingsen, the little settlement about half way between
the highway and Brockhausen, we found that friendly doughboys had reached that point
and they had tsken over 200 PW's without g fight. We moved on into Brockhausen
without firing a shot and found over 100 enemy soldiers ready to surrender. As we
entered the town the enemy placed arty fire to our right and to the west of the tom.
The fire seemed to be coming from one or two guns from the west. They were also firing
gome air-bursts near our area. By 1200 all of our task forde had clegred and closed
in Brockhsusen, our defense had been set up and some PW's were still coming in from
the north snd west of the town, by this time we had more thah:200 PW's from all types
of units, but most were anti-sircraft units who were supposed to defend the adr-
field just east of the town of Hemer. .

At 1320 we received an order from Ex O of CCA to be prepared to move out cross-
country to seize the high ground just east of Hemer in the vicinity of coordinates
035095. The task force commander alerted the troops and gave the order that the
attack would be mede with two gaboons of tanks sbreast and in line with infentry mount-
ed on tanks and one platoon follewing the assault wave by about 400 yards. ;

At 1325 we received the order to attack and by 1330 we were moving our asnd at 1350
-we were on the objective and consolidating. As we were moving out of Brackhausen and.
as we sdvance acress the srifield the enemy fired in our ares with what was estimated
to be at least three assault guns of about the 105mm type. They also fired air
bursts with what was estimated to be 40mm and larger snti-gireraft guns. The fire
was coming from the high ground to our front or west of Hemer. The A guns on the
airfield were not manne@ and we did not receive any fire from the woods which was our ¢

objective. As soon as owr tanks reached the woods where they took about 50 more PU's
with no resistance. . SEORESE
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This attack was the most picturesque we have ever participated in or observed. The
terrain was excellent for the tanks and they moved in at about 17 WMPH. The formation
was perfect and the enemy artillery fire end air-hursts were sufficient to meke it
more that a dry run, in fact many of the rounds were very close misses and it is
supplésing that we suffered no casualties. It is our belief that wven tho the AA
guns on the airfield had heen manned the objective would have been gsined with a
minimum of losses., The position was consolidated and the tanks and TD!s were
deployed so that they could fire into the town of Hemer. The tank compary commander
and the Bn 8-2 were with the assault wave and they welked down to the large PW
enclosure, which was at the foot of the hill west of our objective, where they
were met by a German officer bearing a note stating that there were 24000 allied
Prisoners of War in the enclosure which the officials were ready to surrender to
our forces. Tke tank CO and the S-2 entered the enclosure snd were taken to the
camp commandant, here they learned thgt Major T W Dailey who commanded TF Dailey
had already been there and imstructed the Germans to keep control of the PW!'s
until some of our forces could tske over. However, most of the German guards had
disposed of their Weapens and the prisoners were beginning to break out of the
enclosure so TF Wemple gent two platoons of infantry and a platoon of light tanks
down to keep the Russians in the cage. It would have been an impossible situation
had all of he 24000 half starved prisoners been released.

Major Dailey entered t he town of Hemer snd was escorted to a German Hq to discuss
surrender of the town. This negotation continued until late in the afternoon when
our division refused the terms of the German commanding general,

Lete in the afternoon TF Wemple was ordered to maintain control of the prison
comp and to support TF Danube by direet fire across their front if they needed it.
TF Danube was to be prepared to attack and secure Hemer at 2030. :

At 2315 we were informed that we Would be relieved of the prison camp guard duties
sometime during the night or early morning by 3/395 Inf Regt, but that we would
remein in place awgiting further orders. :

At 23 25 the CGP group was moved into a house on the castern edge of Hemer and the
tanks remained on the original objective in the wicinity of coordinates 035096.

The entire infantry company, B/23, was engaged in guarding the prison camp.

15 April 1945: We were fimally completely relieved of the prison camp gusrd
duty at 1015.
During the morning the entire task force was moved into the eastern edge of the
town and the day was devoted to maintenance of vehicles and wespons. ;
At 1200 GCA Hg placed us on a 1 hour alert status snd informed us that we would
probable move into an assembly srea somewhere in the vicinity of Gottingen, Germany,
a distance of about 140 miles.

16 April 1945: At 0545 we received notice that the 7th Armd Div would move to
an assembly areg in vicinity of Gottingen beginning at 160700 Apr 45. GCCA was to
_cross the IP at 0700 B in the following msrch order: C/87, TF D, CC Hg, TF R, TF W,
CC tns, 48 FA, CC Tns. ZEach task force was to follow the preceding task force by
ligsion. Billeting parties were to report to CCA Hq at Brockhsusen at 0630.

The head of TF Wemple column moved out of Hemer gt 0815 and fell in behind TF Rhea
crossing IP at coordinates 080098 at 0852. The route of march was: Balve, Langen-
holthausen, Kantrop, Affein, Plettenberg, Lenhausen, Schmallenberg, Oberkirchen,
Winterbert, Medebach, Korbach, Sachenhsusen, Frienhausen, Kassel, Hann Munden, =nd
Settmarshausen at which point the task force closed at 170210B Apr 45. This road
march was not sagtisfactory to the task force commender of the combat commander. Thde

march discipline was poor which resulted in vhkhicles to travel at egcessive speeds
at times resulting in too many Bogie wheels being ruined and other mechanical filures.

SEERES-
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17-18 April 1945: Maindenance of vehicles, weapons, and persomaliequipment
wWas stregsed during this periocd end an intemsive training progrem for improvemént
of march disecipline was planned. 1/A/814, 1/B/33, and 1/D/17 were petarned to parent
~ units for sdministration and eontrol. i
It was announced thet gll elements of the 17th Tk Ban would move to the town of
Rosdord. A1l of the elements would be under Bn control beginning at 190800 Apr 45.
B/23 wes to revert to 23d AIB control at the same time.

19 April 1945: All elemdnts of this tn were closed in Rosdorfi by 0910 and the ¢
entire day was devoted to mgintenance of vehicles and weapons. All companies were
instructed to completely unlosd all vehicles agnd wash and re-stow them. A commsnd
ingpection of vehicles and equipment was annocunced for 0900 on the following daye.

20 April 1945: All vehicles and equipment was inspected by Ba CO snd staff;
defects were called to the abttention of comvany commanders snd they were ordered
to devote the following day to correcting such defects and other needed maintenance
on vehicles and equipment.

21 Aprdl 1945: Devoted to maintenance of vehicles, weapons and equipment.

22 April 1945: A day of rest for the entire command except for necessary details.

23-24 April 1945: Devoted o maintance of vehicles, werpons and equipment. Ba
commender ordered ail vehicles to be camouflsged with ever-green folage., Had officers
gchool on tank guanery.

25 April 1945: Complied with the following training schedule:
0800 - 0930 - Tank Gunnery, fire control and orders
0930 - 1030 - Mil Govt, responsibility of Div units (Amnes 1, T 9, 7th Armd Div)
1030 - 1130 - So This 1s Germany, by Chaplain Utter
1130 - 1200 - Current Orentation
1300 - 1400 - Supervised athletics
1400 - 1600 - lMaintenance of vehicles and weapons.

26 thru 30 April 1945: On the 26th thru 28th “pr 45 the tn remsined in the
Rosdorfl sreas and devoted the time to training and msintenence work on vehicles. We
obteined track extensions or "duck Feet" for replacement of those which had been
ruined and for those tenks which had never had them and these were placed on the tanks
at this time. -

On the 28th and 29th of Apr Lt Col Wemple and Lt Col Rhes conducted task force
problems in the vicinity of Rosdorf. Vehicles were not used in these problems but
the officers and non-coms participating walked over the ground and made the proplem
as reslistic as possible withour use of behicles.

At 2305, 29 Apr 45 the tm sterted the move to a new assembly area in the town of
Eschede. The tn plus A/814 closed in the new area at 1030, 30 Apr 45. At this
time the 7th Armd Div was in the 18th Airborne Corps which wes under the 21st Army
Group. We enticipated working in the Elbe River Bridgehead with the Brltlsh 6th
Airborne Div, ocur 82d Airborne Div, and 8th Inf Dlv.

The Bn merch order for the march to Ezchede was: G/17 =nd 1/C/23, CCA Adv guard,
¢/17 (-1 plat), B/17, A/17, Hq & Hq Co/17, D/17. Sv 17 marched with CCA trains.
The route of march was: ' Rosdorf, Gottingen, Northeim, Seesen, Salzgitter, Rarum,
Braunschu, Gifhorn, Hardisse, Celle, and Exchede. This march was eXtremely cbdely

checked and supervised by platoon, company and battalion officers and the march disc-

ipline showed a great improvement over out last long road march,: Division set

the speed for the march at 13 MPH with maximum speed for tanks et 18 MPH, and this
SEGRET




0
EM

AALA L AAVOIT I Y

Authority AJND 7350/ 7

Byg NARA Date?__’/?‘___g

SO R e b

After Action Report, Apr 45, Hq 17th Tk Ba, APO 257,,US Army, (Cont!'d)

speed ruling was strictly complied with. However, we still ruined 22 bogie wheels
on the march. One tank with propeller daft trouble and one with sprocket trouble
were repaired by ordnance but all vehicles were closed in the new area by 2100, 30
Apr 45. After closing in the Bschede area the remainder of the day was devoted to
mgintenance of vehicles and weapons. The ban remained in the Eschede area the night of
30 April 1945.

During the month of April as a whole the battalion had the following personnel
casualties and replacements:

Missing Killed Woonded in Evac, non-
in Action Tn Action Action battle ¢as  Reinforcements §3_ejagrg§d to_duty
None 1 3 4 4

None 7 30 33 : 66

JOHN P. WEITE‘IE
t Col, Infantry
Commending

gmerge -7 -
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] Mareh 1945: 17th Tank Battalion remained in biveuac in vieinity of Hoof,
Belgiwm. DSattallion placed on four (4) hour alert as of J1f8Jf. Preparation made
for showdown inspsction.

2.Mapch 19457 Bazooke demenstration conducted by Ceptain BUCE HARRISON in
the company areas. Showdown inspection of vehicles snd equipment was conducted
throughout the day.

3.March 1945: = “B® Company joined Task Force Griffin, ®C® Company joined
Task Force Thea, ¥D® Compsny - 2 platoons joined Task Force King. Onme (1)
slatoon of D/17 attached to Task Force Rheas snd one (1) platoon attached to Task
Force Wemple. Task Force Wenple is composed of Hq/l'? A/17, B/23, 1/B/33 ead
1/4/814. Task Force Wemple left the vieinity of Hoof, Belgium at 809, crossing
IF at Welkenrgedt, Be.:.glum at ‘jﬂﬁ*\ hours. Unit arriv ed at Kongeu, Germany at
1335 hours. The Task Force Commgnder, It Colonel JOUHN P. VWENPLE, and Company and
Platoon Commanders reconnoitered the rosd network in the vieinity of Schmidt and
Heimbsch.

4 March 1945s B/17 reverts to batbtalion control. Reconngissance platoon
leader made reconngissance for firing ranges. :

5 llarch 19458 Training gschedule is in effect. Tank gunnery znd tactics are
to be stressed. Plans are made for firing of tank wespons. Reconnagisgance of
training and range areas is completed by battalion S-3.

6 liareh 1945: Billeting detail, (Reconasissance Pletoon) leaves et F7/0
hours. Flans on tentative tralﬂing schedule are put out to company and platoon
commanders at meeting in CP at d%f{ﬁ The tack force commgnder is called to CCMAM
hegdguarters at 19325 andConpany =nd Flatoon Commznders meet with C.0. at 91¢¢
Plens are made for moving to CGeich, Germany at @70 hours in the morming.

7 March 1945: Battalion left bivouzc in vieinity of Konzen at §737 hours.
Task Force Wemple followed T.I', Thea in marvch column., OCrossed IP at Lammersdorf.
at §845. After travellinz via Lammsrsdorf, Germeter, Mrtgen, Kleinhau, Branden-
burg, Bergstein, Bruck, Nideggen, Gerg, Thum, Froitzheim, Mussenich and grrived
at the regulating point near Geich at 1115 hours. Closed in bivousc in viecinity
of Geich at 123¢. Unit Commanders attends meeting at CCRAR Hg at 190, Plens for
immediate movement are snticipated. Company and platoon commanders report to CP
at 2915 and await return of C.0. from meeting at CN*.A" Hq A11 uni ts sre clerted

Pk i
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Hq 17th Tk Bn, APO 25 After

: Ju
g March 1945: Operztions instructions arrive at @1 - time set for movement
10P. Urnit left vicinity of Geich at (f13¢. Merch order: A/17, B/23, 1/A/814,
Hq/17, 1/B/33, Treins (Cas), 3/D/17. Task Force Wemple arrived at forward assembly
grea nesr Miel at cross roads (438314). Travelled vias Zulpich, Buskirchen, Essez,
Indiudorf and Miel. The leading element of T.F. Wemple leaves the assembly area at
1115, March crder: Advance Guard - platoons of A/17, A/814 =nd B/23 followed by
remainder of B/23, 4/17, then Hq Co, A/38, Bn Hq 17, lMed Det 17, Gas trains, 1/D/17.
During peried 1115 to 1531 hours our force moves to vicinity of Odingen.

9 Mapch 19453 Unit alerted at @O@P for movement. Iiaison Officer arrives
with orders for B.F. Wemple to move to the viecinity of Gimmersdorf. The 23d Armd
Inf En is alerted to tske over the area we are in at present. The move of T. F.
Wemple is effected gt 1125, arriving at Gimmersdorf at 122§ hours. (Travelled via
Zillingshoven and Berkum} Five German soldiers in civilian clothes are picked up
and sent to P.W.E. Elements of the task force are delasyed enroute. At 130f these
units report that they are moving as ordered. Task force commenders meet at CCRAM
Hg at 153¢. MNeeting results in unit moving to Bad Godesturg via Gimmersdorf,
Berlum, Villip and Pech. The advance elements of the task force arrive in Bad
Godesturg at 1655 hours. All units of B. P, Wemple aré closed in at new ares at
18g@. Relief of unit previously holding area completed at 19¥@. Outposts and
patrols are established and contact with elements on.both flanks effected. HReport
received says: Wehicle moving going South along east bank of Rhine, vicinity
P32 at 210 hours, fire at targets of opportunity™ A check with friendly troops
across from areg indicated brings denial of such activity in srea under their
observation. The task force commander, Lt Colonel Wemple, is in commsnd of town
and grea surrounding Bad Godesburg. Operations overlay sent to CCMA®, Reconnsissance
party to report to CP 489 Armd F, A. Bn at 1@815 for purpose of selecting firing
positions for tanks under Div Arty for operational control., Engineer platoon re-
lieved from attached to T.F. Viemple snd returns to parent unit at Gimmersdorf, 1Fi4.
O.P.'s are extablished at 59963347 and €0453189, Reports are sent in to TF Wemple
CP throughout the day and night. BSeven enemy soldiers observed at 120f hours in
vieinity of 600327. Other enemy soldiers observed at Red Orogs tuilding on other
side of river. Jerries seen moving in and ocut of emplacement. Nine (9) medium
sized tbbats and five (5) small boats, four (4) rowboats are spotted on east side
of river. We are calling artillery on all observed enemy movements. OP reports that
barge on east side of river was fired into. Three (3) soldiers left it and ran
inte a building at 617306 marked with & red cross. Fossible enemy tank observed in
vicinity of these coordinates was fired on by out artillery and set afire when it
withdrew intc s woods. An zdditional OP is locgted at 612305 . Some smgll arms ©
fire received from east side of river. Occasional enemy soldiers observed entering
and leaving Wuildings on east side of river. Troops are warned of the advance of
friendly troops from the south to the north on east side of the river, and instruct-
ed to be doubly cautious in the observation of movement. At 145 B gnd C Co's are
ordered toc be relieved from attachment to T Rhesn gnd TF Griffin and revert to Bn
control. Previously reconnoitered positions are to be occupied without delay. Co
B and C are moving to vicinity of 590317. 87th Cav Ren Sq is to relieve ocur unit
and to take up positions at out present location., Co's B and C closed in bivouac
in vicinity of 590317 at 19¢8. Vhite flares are observed at 20@f and 2025 hours.
Terk engines are also reported heard at 213¢ hours. e
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11 March 19453 ‘wtCasional™s S b guchout the day. Tank
motors sre heard. Heport received at 09@ sa:r.d tbat 60 £t power driven boat which was -
tied cn egst side of river in vicinity of 608322 yesterday has disanpeared.” The
boat might have sunk duxlng the night for it was hit by artillery yes‘berday « TF Vemple
relieved by 87th Cav Hen Sqdn ot 1130. OP's and patrols discontinued at 1205, Tanks
move into indirect firing positions at 587299 to 592295. Co D is atbtached to CCAM
for operstional control. One plstoon is attached to 23 AIB and the balance of the
Co is placed in combat command %AW Reserve, snd are located st Xurrighoven(590260).

12 HMarch l‘%é";: Tarks started firing indérect. Lt Felton, Co A is in charge
of 75mm; Lt Herdin, Go B is in charge of 75mm; and It Cagle, Co C is in cherge of
7émm, 130 rounds of 75 and 52 rounds of 76émn fired.

13, 14, 15, 16 March 19458 Tark companies continue firing indirect from

positions West of Ehine.

17-18 March 1945¢ Lt Johnson, Assauly Gun platoon leader and selected NCO's
attend tank gunnery school at Div Arty. & tank gunnery school will be set up in
the battalion training schedule snd instructions will be besed on prograem of the
Div &rty School. ' :

19 lierch 1945: Tank-Infantry problem staged by A4/17, B/23, AG/17, Mort/17
and l?%;l’?. Problem stressed control and coordingtion during attack. The problem
was excellent, A maximum of training received by the men, Izintenance of vehicles
and weapons being stressed. At 2,4,00 hours, elements of the immediate commend
were notified thet we are now under VII Corps.

20 Eﬁarch ¢ Tank-Infentry problem staged by B/17 and other elements of the
command. The GCC is called to Wreteh at 1500 end compary =nd platoon commsnders
report to Ba CF. In view of impending threat to Rhiwe bridges aend Nemsgen bridge-
head, the 7th &rmd Div takes over a sector ®f defense. The CF group leaves Bad
Godesturg at 1820 hours and is to be followed by the bank companies. A chenge
in plans results in the tank compenies turning sround snd returning to their
originagl bivouac area. 8/23 closed in gt 1950 hours at out new CP location at
Gimmersdorf. Patrols and road blocks are set up to sedure rosd network in TF
Wemple sector. Five patrols nd one strong road block were established.

21 lMarch 1945: Infantry (B/23) remains in bivouac at Gimmersdorf and hes
equipment that was left at Bad Godesburg brouzht over by trucks. At 0840 hrs
A(1 P1at)814 is attachedd to IF Wemple. E’annery tremlm contimies, Only enemy
activity noted during hours of darkness is an occasionsl plane flying over.

March 19/48: Plens for movement on 23 Harch 1945 are made. 83, CC®AW visits
onr CP to discuss pending movement. :

dereh 19/5: Unit discontinues defensive operation in gector. 4,B,C,D and
Sv Co leave Bad Godesburg to join up with otiier elements of force lccated ot Cimmers-
dorf. 4,B,0, =nd D, Co close in at 0920. 8v Co closes in at 1005. leeting of ]
staff and co commanders et CP gt 1300. Plan is digeussed and orders issued by CO
regarding march and crossing of Rhine river. Harch order will be Co D, Bn He, Hg G2,
A, B, C, and Sv Co, Route of Harch will be via Gimmersdort, Oberbachem lieder=- '
bachem, Rolgndsweérth, Rolandsech, Oberivinter, Bemagen (cross Fhine river using
flogting Bailey bridge, N. of E?.emagen Bridge) Lingz, Ginsterhahn, Reidenbruch., The
leading element left Gimmersdorf at 1950 hours. The Hg group crossed the river at
21)0 hours. Unit closed in bivouasc vicinity of Reidenbruch st 2330 hours.
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2L Nerch 1945: Remained in assembly position in viecinity of Reidenlruch per-
forming maintenance and preparing 4o push on to the Bast. B CC, Co comdrs, and 8-2
mede ren of route to Weld Piver crossing nesr Hsusen, coordinates 772160,
22 Yerch 19/5: About 0715 we received notice that the combpa® commend wonld

move out of the Reidenbruch area by task forces. IF WEMPLE wag to be composed of
Bn Hq and Hy Co, 17th Tk Bn, 4/17, 1 plt D/17, B/23, A/814. Treins were to move
with the units until we reached the final forward acsembly ares. -TF Wemple was to
assembly in the vicinity of Ehlscheid coord nate 809129,

Company A of the 17th plus one platoon of Co D was assigned to TF RHEA. B/17,
D/17, Hq/17 =nd one platoon was ascigned to B KING. S B

At 1100 we received notice that TF Rhea would move out at 1400 and that TF Yemple
would follow ten mimutes after that task foree. :

IF Werpdd moved out of the Reidenbruch ares at 1610 and the head of the colunm’
crogsed the Weid River at 1750 and reached the forward assenbly ares at Thlesehsid
at 1815. :

Briefly the plan was for the 7th &rmd Div to sttack to the east along the Auto-
bahn with Limbourg as the final objective., CCHA® was 10 march or attack on the
Itobhhn end CCYEM was Lo abtéck along 2 parallel route to the 1ife of the dutobshn &
. TF Fhea in GCWA" was to be the leading force followed by TF Wemple +hen TF King :
with each Tesk force prepered to by pass any resistance snd contimue the drive. ]
The infantry was to ride mounted on the tenks from the Ehlscheid assembly area on 4
to the final objective. The infantry tracks were to revert to the GORAY toins 7
and vere to be brought forward ss soon as tactical condiiions permitted, Intelligence
reports indicated thet we would not meet strong resistsnce and that the objective "
would be reached very quick.

During the night we recelved notice that TF Ehea would cross the IP at coordinate
825148 at 0330 on 26 March 45, and that TF Femple would follow by 1 hr

26 ligreh 1945: TF Wemple moved ont of the Bhlscheid assembly area at 0400
and the heed of the column crossed the IP at coordinates 825145 at 0455. The order
of march was Sanks with inf. mounted, Inf, AT Plst, comugnd section, Hortar Plat,
D Plgtoon, Eng Plat, Assaudl Gun Plst, B1 He end Hg o, Trains snd light tanks,

By 0940 the head of TF Wemple column had reached coordin-tes 937138 and h=d not
contacted the enemy. The overpasses on the Autohghn had been destroyed which caused
the advance to be slowed up somewhat. At 1132 the Mortsr Plst fired on sight
horse drawn enemy artillery pieces in the vicinity of 965100. At 1151 g Idisison
plane dropped a note saying that he had spotted some enemy arty pelces in woode
aid that he would mark the point with yellow smoke, However, we Were unable to
locate the areq that be was trying to point out. Ey 1240 theshead of the column
" had reached coordinate 005102. By 1318 head of column ‘had reached coerdinate
018082 end at this point we contacted elements of the Sth Armd Div which was sup-
posed ©0 be on a parallel route further to ont right. At 1332 the task forcs comdr
was called to a meefling at coordinate 057053 and the head of tie column was helted
in vicinity of coordinates 033057. AL 1425 we received notice that g1l vebicles would |
be refueléd and that there had been a change in plans. A&11 coumanding officers in '
the task force were assembled to receive new orders.

The new plan was for tke 7th Armd Div to attack to the north and esst and seize
objectives In the vicinily of Werdord and Asslar-Xi sltemstadten on the Dill mver.
Ihe Givision was to sttack in two columns with GOWR® on the 1eft and CCUAR on the
right and CC¥A' was Lo attack slong two general pvarallel routes with TF Wemple
leading Initially then TF Ehea taking & route parallel and to the left of TF Wenple
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The TF Wemple route was north off Autochaln at coordinate 077053 to Boden, Heudt,
Berod, Wallmerod, ldsberg, Thalheim, Heuchelheim, Oberzeuslein Steinbsch, I-Iec'lcholz-
hausen Allendor?, Waldhausen, Lo‘nnberg, .Eis?.n:ir.chen, Stockhausen, Leun, Hiederbier,
Oberbeil, Biskirchen, &ltenberg, then north on mountein trail to Asslarkledltenstadtien
at coorclﬂlaue.: 515215.

By the time ocur vehicles had been refucled and the personnel of the tagk foree had
been briefed on the new plan and route. It wes 1630 =nd we moved out &l taat time.
The weather had been very unfavorgble throughout the dgy with intermitént rgin and

the bad weather continued throughont the nicht which was extremely dissgreable for
the infantrymen who were riding on the outside of the tanks.

As soon as the head of our column reached the firgt town on the new raute which
was Boden the Germsns begsn survendering in mass and this contimed throughout the
night. An estimated six to eight hundred prisoners surrendered without any resist-
ance to our tesk force as we passed through the towns of Boden , Meudt, Berod, and -
Wallmerod, Since our orders were to continue the azdvance regardless of what cir-
cumstances micht develop, We could not stop to handlg the prisoners properlsyr. e
gset up temporary P.i. r:a:a_:i_ec'tln'Ev points along the route with a few men from our
Hen platoon to juard the prisoners until the elements who were following us could
take charge of them. As the head of the task force column gpproached the towns which
have been mentioned the eney troops walked out to meet us with white f‘lags. Cur
edvance guard simply weved the PW's back down the column without stoping the advance.

‘The advance progressed excellantly until we rsached the strip of re?d between
Thelheim and Heuchelheim. Upon reaching this point we found thaet the route that
had been disignsted was a very narrow unimproved road. The tanks were umable to

- get through with very little difficulty but many of the wheel vehicles and hali-
tracks had to be pulled through the bad places in the roazd by tanks, This bad
rpad slowed up our march considersble. However all of TF Vemple had cleared the
bad road by 0115, 27 March 1945.

After Action Report, H._.7th Tk e

27 March 1945: Vhen TF Yenple reached Steinbach the ronte HecklalzhauSen
which had been designated was snother un:.mproved country road se the task forece comm
ender requested permission to use an slternate route through Obertiefenbach and the
request was granted. Upon reaching Obertiefenbach we found elements of TF Brown
which was a part of CCYR®, however, we passed on through® that task force. Upen
resching Heckholzhesusen we contacted elements & the 9th Armd Div which was in a
task force that wass supposed to be further to our right. Ve found that this task
force had met some resigtance upon trying to pass through Allendorf. Since we
did not know the disposition of the friendly troops and since they did not geem
to need help in overcoming the resiﬂte,nce, we holted ot leckbolzhausen from about
0200 to 0630 at which time we passed throuzh the other task force. By 0800 the
hesd of the column had passed 'throughtithe town of Waldhsusen snd at that point
one eneny fuel truck and trailer was dknocked out, however, we did not meet resistence
here, 5

Upon spproaching the Lohn River reilrosd bridge st 422176 we received a few

- rounds of small grms firs but this wes guickly overcome and 12 prisomers were taken.
The ER bridge was in good condition snd we left out engineer pletoon there to
susrd the bridge snd to check it for demolitions., Upon approaching Leun about 30
Germans surrendered without a ficht and the column continued or tsking = fefr more
PWi's gt Wiederbiel. The head of the column had reached Oberbiel by 0955 at which
point we received rather heavy enemy mortar filre and one tank was knocked out by
an enemy bazcoks, killing the taenk driver and injuring several 85 the infantrymen
who were riding 'the tank. The resistance was wiped out by 1100 and 27 more prisoners
were tehen.
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AY this time the task force was deployed in the vieinity of /98188 and plans
were made and orders issued for the final assault on the objective Asslarkl-Alten-
staden., A foot ren of the approsch to the finsal objective was made by all officers
and platoon sgts. After studying the situation the tssk force commanders decided
thet the terrain favored a fast assault on the objective with the infantry nocunted
on the tenks with meximum use of g1l supporting weapons. The supporting battery of
field argy was put in position at 500190, the mortars and assault guns were pub in
positon at 501200 end the TD's were to teke up a position at 508195 to deliver overe
watching fire asfie assault was made. The asssult was to be mede by two nlatoons
abreast with one in reserve. The AT platoon was to follow with the suppert platoen
to set up road blocks and help in holding the position after it had been taken. The
mortars were to make that par t of the tomn or the other- side of he river asthe
attack was made after a period ¢f ten minutes prepatory fire by the arty the atteck
was mede at 1400 and by 1500 the objective had been secured. The bridge over the
Dill river was teken intact and our only resistance was a few rounds of small srms
fire. BSeventeen priscners were taken and we had no casuslbies. Hoad blocks
were established immedistely and steps were taken to defend fhe bridge if necessary.

During the afternoon the Ingincer plst lesder, in bringing his plstoon up to the
assembly area, falled to turn north where he should have and ran into an smbush
in the vieinity of 515189. One track was knocked out by an AT gun end one officer »
and 10 EM were missing., During the afterncon snd night Lt 'iller he platoon
leader and a1l of the Ll except one escaped snd returned to opr CP. 3

The Bn OF wae established at Oberbiel and the trains, the arty, the mortar and
assault guns were assembled in the vieinity of 500188. The mortars, the arty and the
assault gunds were to be prepared to help defend Oberbicl. 2

The CCMA® trains and the Inf half-tracks were brought up to this point during the
early evening. The doughboys were glad to get their vehicles back for they had
had e long rough ride on the tanks. This experience has convinced the task force
commander that the infantry should not be teken out of their half-tracks snd
mounted on tanks except for short assanlt missions for long continuous riding
on the tanks is too hard on the men, especially when the weather is bad. At 2030
we received orders that the drive to the North would be continued that night, TF
Wemple was to jump off at 2400 with the mission of selging and extablishing strong
rosd blocks at the following pointss Niedergirmes, Nauheim, Dorlor, Abzback, znd
leuchelheim. TF Rheg was to follow TF Wemple and seize the tomn of Giesson =nd
IF King had the mission of esteblishing a series of blocks further to the north.
The tagk force was preparsd to move gnd had Just started to push off when we re-
ceived a messsge from higher hq ordering us to wait for further crders snd we re-
nmained in positon until 0430 at which time we moved out,

28 March 1945: By 0645 the first objective had been secured and a pletoon of
tenks, platoon of infentry and a section of TD's was left to hold the road block.
Here wi met with small arms fife and one tank was knocked out by bagooka. Eight -
vrisoners were taken at that time. By 073C we had secured the second road block
the ene at Neuheim withour resistance. &4 Section of tarks and a squad of infantry
was left to hold the block. By 0800 the block at Dorior had been secured and a
section of fenks and two sguads of infantry was left to hold the block. Four
prisoners were teken here but they did not resist, The block ot Atzbach was
extablished by 0820 without resistance. Upon approaching the Rast objectide at
Heuchelheim, leading elements received smoll srms fire from vieinity of 622210
also some AT and arty fire. One tenk wes knocked out by AT fire and we knocked .
out the enemy gun. By 1055 our tanks were in the town end by 1140 the position
had been consolidated and blocks established. About 75 PW's were teken at this point.

1
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The Hg was established at Heuchehien snd we held all of the positions during
the afternoon znd nizht., At 1500 re received notice that we wonld be relieved by
an RCT from the ¢0th Inf Div during the morning of the 29th

29 li=reh 1945: Acssembled task force at Heuchelheim preparitory to following
TF Kheg on new mission. The division mission was 10 attzack and secure the dam on
the Edsr River in vicinity of 925880 and the area bounded by the north edge of the
lake from 804880 west to the dam. The attack was to be made by two combet commends
abreast with one following in reserve. OCCM"EM was to attack on left and COWB® on
right with CC®AR following. TF Wemple moved out behind TF Rhea ab 1215 on 29 Karch
45 and moved into fopward assembly position at Allendorf. The task force outposted
the town during the night and remained on the glert to follow the attacking elements.

30 liarch 19453 The leading elements of task force Wemple moved out at 0620
following ronte "B¥ of the original attack plan. By 1115 the head of the column
had reached phese line Brongze in the vicinity of Rogenthgl st which time we were
ordered to move on to phase line Skeeb. By 1242 we hed reached phase line Skeet
in the vieinity of Willersdorf at whicrl pcmrt eight Germars surrendered to our
advence elements. \e did not do any fichting during the day for we were Tollowinmg
the other two combatl commc,,nds, however, we did pick up about 25 prisconers without
fighting for them. The task force was assemblgd in the vicinity of Willersdorf
watil 1420, The task force closed at Dainrode at 1645 where we remsineg for the
night. The task force was on constent alert to repel any countersgttack that might
davelop in or mesr the division zone.

31 Mareh 1945% On 31 liar 45 at 0630 the togk foree was slerted to move to

an assembly srea at Geismgr, The task force moved out gt 0830 and closed in the
Geignar area &t which point we took up a tacticel poSl‘blfm to defend that point
end to be able to move 1o the west or north 1o repel counteratieciks.

At this time @ new T;eak force was formed which was cowposod of B/l’? C/?B,
plat TDls and plsts Engincers snd was pleced under commend of Naj T. V. DATLEY
the Ex Ofi‘mer of the 17th Tk BEn. This forecs assembled at Eouigendorf mth the
mission of holding itself in reediness to move cubt to repsl counterattacks.

During the month of ligreh the 17th Tank Bsttalion had three men killed in zetion
snd received three reinforcements. '

e

32 Inels JOHN P. BEPLE
1. Log t Col Inf
2. Hessages (Month of Har Commending

3. Overlsys
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH "TANK BATTALION
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' o -1 Harch 1945,

Subject: After Action Report - Honth of February 1945.

To:  The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C.

1, During the period 1 February 1945 through 28 February 1945, the 17th
Tank Battalion was billeted in the wvieinity of Welkenrsedt, Belgium. The
battalion was not commitited during this period and the time was devoied to re-
hibilitation, training end road repair work.

2. The Bn Hg and Hg Co was billeted in the village of Hoof, Belgium
(723298}, Co G was billeted in farm houses in the vicinity of 734300, Go B at
727317, Go D at 737310 and Sv Co and A Co were locsted just North of ¥Welkenrgedt
in the vieinity of 756311.

3. /The first few days that we were in this area was devoted almost entirely
to maintenance of vehicles, weapons and equipment and during thd entire month, the
‘qu battalion maintenance section and the company maintensnce sections were blﬁy
making modifications on vehicles and preforming all types of repvair work. Wire
base for camouflaging was welded on g1l tanks, a1l tanks were equipped with track
emtentions or "duck feet® and ragilings were welded on all tanks to be used to :
'gid the infantry in getting on and off the tanks. It is thought that in some of €§:4
our future operations it will be to our advantage to atbtack with 6 or 8 1nfantrymen ~y
mounted on each tank and if this is the case we feel sure that the time, labor, and ¢
material used in putting the railings and st eps on the tanks will have bsen well &

Spe?f;’:l

4. QOn 3 February 1245 all officers and Ei of the battalion attended a showing
of the film %Germany™ at the theater in the +own of Welkenraedt.

i,

Tty 1

ﬁ"’.

5. Un the 4th gnd 5th of Februsry the batta¢1on fired on the Leopold Tank
Range located at F772224. All types of weapons-were fired including 20 rounds
of 75mm or 7émm per tamk. At this time we had an opportinuty to test the comparatxbe
merits of the muzzle break on the 76mm tank gun. We placed a tank armed with a ;
7omm gun without a muzzle bresk by the side of a tank with the 7émm:gun equiped S
with the mizzle bresk and fired them alternately at a German Tank target at a-range
of 1000 yards. The gunner flrlng the gun with the migzzle break was able to sense
every round that he fired whereas the gumner using the gun without the muzzle bresk i
could only sense about one third of the rounds that he fired due to the smoke sand
flash that covered his sight. All of out gunners are really sold on the mizzle
break and we are anzious to get them on all the tank guns.

6. On the 6th and 7th we ran several platoon problems during which the new
off icers and men received some excellent training. The problems were just simple ¢
platoon problems stressing basic principles of fire and movenent, telking advantage '
of the terraln, and giving the platoon leaders practice in control., He had plan-

ned to run iiayy ‘such problems and even ccmpqny and task force problems but the
WEatner prevented us from movi : haaly the remainder of the period. Es

o™ TLASSIFICAT.ON REMOY
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Tv far assault gun platoon leader, Lieutensnt Johnson, conducted an artllle:y
observation school on the 8th and 9th of Febmary for the purpose of training men
and officers in the proper technigue and precedure in observing snd sensing artil-
lery fire., This school was attended by the officers and men in the Combat Command
#AM wyhose duties are such that they might et anytime while in combat be in a p051t10n
to get as an artillery forward obServer.

8. Due to the melting of the snow and frequent rains durinz the early part

{ the month the roads in the area had almost became impassible by the 11th of
February, so en that date a detail of 56 men from the Hgq Co and each of the medium
tank companies and 42 men from the light tank company was sent to the area South

of Aachen in the vicinity of Walheim snd Rotgen to work on the roads. The work was
supervised by officers and non-commissioned’ officers from the 300th Engineer Bn.
The men were transported to and from the work each day by trucks from our Service
Co. The men who worked on this detail were rotated so that each man would have an
opportunity to receive some of the training which was being conducted in the bn
area. In gddition to the men used on the road detsill which was supervised by the
300th Engineers, we were compiled 1o use approximately 15 men from each company to
work on the roads in their respective company asreas in order to keep the roads open.
Therefore, we had only a very small number of men available for training each day.

However, a training progran was conducted for thoses men who were not engaged in the
road repair work.

9. During the period from 11 Feb through 22 Feb, the mem who were working on
the roads remained billeted in the bn area and were transported 1o and from the
work each day. However, on the 23d of February, these men were mo ed to billets in
the town of Hotgen end remained there until the 28th of February, the date on which
the road work was terminated. Two of the company kitchens were moved %o this ares
to take care of the mess and two officers from each company were billeted with the
men to supervise their work,

10. At the beginning our "tenkers® didn't like the idea of being converted
into Engineers but when they realized how vitally important it wes to keep these
rogds to the front open they verformed their duties cheerfully.

11, During the month of February e 1arge munber of men were glverl 48 hour
passes into Eupen end a limited mumber of men and officers were given 72 hour passes
in Paris. This of course was a great morsle huilding factor. One officer and 3
enlisted men from the battalion were given 7-day furloughs in England,

12. A division CPX and two CPX's which were conducted by Combat Command A Hg
during this period were excellent training for the batbtalion commander and staff.

13. The officers and men of the bn are of the opinion that the month of Feb
was a very constructive period. ‘e were afforded an opportunity to get our vehicles
and equipment in good condition, we received some training, we received some
recreation, and we feel ‘that we contributed materially to winning this war by ocur

road repair work.

JOHN P, VELPLE,
gb

Sokena Infantry,
(B0 -;Pd1ng.
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31 Jemvary 1945,
Subject: After Actionm Report, Month of Jammary 1945,

Te ¢ The Adjutant Genersl, Washington, 25, P. C. (Through Chennels)

On 1 Jamary 1945, the 17th Tenk Bettaliern was billeted in the town of Ville,
and Les Baty, Belgium, under the command of Combadb Command "A". Battalien Heed=
guerters, and Hesdquarters Compeny, end Compenies "AM, "BW, WCM 6 and "D", were in
the town of Ville, and Service Company was in the town of Les Baty. On this date
the Battalion was placed on & one (1) hour elert with the instructions that we
might be used in cese of & strong enemy counter-stteck anywhere along the general
east-west line of Vaux Chavenne, Manhay, and Erezee, or we might be used further
to the east.

The Battalion Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon and the Battelien Scout £

Section had previecusly made a reconnsissance of the read net as far south as the
front lines, and between the north-scuth highwgys from Ville, Bomel, Baranx, Ereze
and from Herze south through Werbomont to Manhay, The Company Commenders and

Platoon leaders as well as the Battalion Commander end steff made a reconnaissance |

of approach routes from our position to the front lines, Therefore the Battelion
was ready tc move on one (1) hours notice to any point along the front lines,

2.Jdepuery 1945

=

The Battalion was teken off the onme (1) hour slert during the merning. o

Compenies "B", "C", end "D", were alerted to move to billets in the teown of
Les Bety, at @7¢f on the followimg merning; Battalion Headquerters, and Heade
quarters Compeny, and Company "A" were to remain in the town of Ville.

The day was devoted to maintensnce of vehicles and equipment,

Althongh the Battalion was not on a strict alert we were instructed to be
ready to move out on short notice im case of emergency.

2 Jenuery 1945
Companies "B", "C";, and "D", moved to billets in the town of Les Baty,

A11 troops were oriented on the friemdly and enemy situation in our sector,
and adjacent sectors,

It snowed during the dey, and the weather was extremely cold, However the
troops were billeted indcors so the cold weather did not bother them,

At 153 the Battalior Commander called a meeting of all officers in the
Bzttalion for g one (1) hour oriemtation school. Current problems and past battle
experiences were discussed at the school, as well as plans for movement in case
we were called upon to reinforce the lime at any time at any point to our front,

I k. |
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Hq 17th Tank Bn,, After Action Report, Wonth of Jermsry=1975 (Cont'd)

4 Jamuary 1045

On this date we started a tank Infamtry training program, Combat Command "A®
set up a problem to treir small combat teams, The team was to be composed of one
(1) compeny of infantry, one plateon of tanks, and one platoon of engineers. During
the morning of this day, ome platoon of tanks from compeny "C" of the 17th Tank
Battelion want through the problem with one compeny of infantry from the 23d
Armored Infantry Battalion, and a platoon of engineers from the 33d Armored Engineer

Batteliony One platoon from Company "B" of the 17th Tank Battalion ran the same
problem in the afternoon.

o

The units that were not involved in the Combat Commsrd "A® problem devoted
thetr time to maintenance of equipment and vehicles.

2.Japuery 1945

One platoon of Company "AP went through the Combet Commnd "A" combat teem
problem with a compeny of the 23d Armored Infatry Battalion, and s Plateon of
the 33d Armored Engineer Battalion.

At 1830 the battalion commerder conducted an officers school at battalion
heedquarters for the purpose of odenting officers further,

Vehiciar and equipment maintensnce was stressed throughout the battalien.
6 Japuary 1945

By this time we had five new officers in the basttalion, arnd the battalion
commander set up s platoon exercise or problem fer the purpose of training the
new officers. Company "C" ran this problem on thie date. :

A road block was set-up on the main highweay Just Northeast of Ville, at

. 478044, The block was operated day and night by one tank snd five men from Compeny
WA, All treffic on the road was stopped and identified. Any suspeciocus individusl

was breught to the battelion S-2 for further investigation.

Throughout our stay in this ares the bettalion commander stressed lecel security.
All guards were instructed in the proper wey to challenge, and the guards were
inspected regularly day end night to see that they were functioning properly.
The 1800 to @7¢¢ curfew for civiliens wes strictly enforced.

During this peried the battalion contin%ed treining the small combet teams
by running the Combat Command "A" problem. "e slso ran the platoen problems for
the purpose of trefning new officers. On the 7th amd 8th of Jamary the platoon
lesders, platoon gergesnts, ard some tank commerders attended a one hour forward

observers school at Hemoir, which was conducted by our division artillery.

At 1837 on the 8th of Jamary 1945 the battalion commander conducted snother
officers schoel for all officers for the purpose of orienting officers and discussing
problems,
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7 _January 1945 through 10 January 1945

During this period, tanks and all combat vehicles were camouflaged by painting
them white with s mixture of lime, salt, and water. e started welding net wire on
the Canks under the supervision of a detachment whichrwas attached to the divisien
from a regular camouflsged unit.

At 135¢ on § January 1945 the Battalion was alerted to move on a two hour notice
at any time after 1P¢f on 10 Janusry 1945.

During the night of 9 January 1945 and the day of 10 January 1945 the Battalion
maintenance welded vertical iron strips on the track extension of the medium tanks
so the tanks could get more traction and move on the frozen ground.

For the purpose of the move and for the contemplated action the combat command
was divided igto the following task forces: (1) Task Force Wemple: commsnded by
Lieutenant Colonel Wemple composed of 17th Tank Battalion (minus companies B, G, and
one platoon of D.) Company "B" 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion,, 2nd platoon of
Company "B" of the 33rd Engineers Battalion, and 2nd platoon of Company "i" of the
81ith Tank Destroyers Battalion. (2) Task Force Rhea: commanded by Lieutensnt Colonel
Rhea, composed of 23rd Armored Infantry Batlalion (minus Company "5%), Company "CH
of the 17th Tenk Battalion, lst platoon of Company "D" of the 17th Lank Battalion,
lst platoon of Company "BY of the 33rd Engineers Battalion, and lst platoon of
Company "A" of the 8lith Tank Destroyer Battalion. (3) Task Force Seity: commanded
by Lieutenant Colonel Seity , composed of 2nd Battalion of the 517th Paratroop
fregiment, Company "BY 17th Tank Battalion, 3rd platoon of Company "B¥ of the 33rd
Engineer Battalion, and 3rd platoon of Company "A" of the 8l4th Tank Destroyer
Battalion,

10 January 1945

The Battalion did not move on this date however the Task Forces were organized
and arrangements were made to move out of the area by lask Forces. The Battzlion
received notice about 15@¢ that there would be no movement on this date but that the
Battalion would probably move by Task Forces on the following day.

11 Janusry 1945

Another billiting detail was sent to Combat Command "A" Headguarters at ¢73¢.
The Battalion Commander attended a meeting at Combat Command "A" Headguarters at
#99¢ where he obtained information regarding the move, and this information was passsd
on to the Company comnanders at a meeting at Battalion Headquarters at 1¢2(

The Combat Command was to move by Task Forces in the order of Task Force Rhea,
Task Force Wemple, and Task Force Seitz. Task Force Wemple was to cross the Initial
Point gt Hamoir at 153¢.

Task Force Wemple composed of 17th Tank Battalion, minus Company "L",Company
"G, and one platoon of Uompany "D'", Company “B" of the 23rd Armored Infantry
Battalion, one platoon of Company "A" of the 8l4th Tank Destroyer battalion, and the
3rd platoon of Gompany "BY of the 33rd Engineer Battalion crossed the Initial Point
at Hamoir at_lﬁBﬁ. oneich

|
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1l January 1945 (Cont'd)

The route which was followed was: Ville, Hamoir, Comblain, FAiron, Conblain-Air-Port,
Esnerx, Tilff, les Cours, Beaufsys, Nessonvanx, Pepinster, Verviers, Heisy, Sart, and
Cokenfagne.,

The weather was extremely cold on this date snd the rozds were covered with snow
and ice which made the march very slow, but the Task Force finally closed in the new
area by ¥13@ on 12 January 1945. The Battalion Headquarters and Headouarters Company
was billited in the vicinity of Cockaifagne, Company "B" of the 23rd Armored Infantry
Battalion was billeted at Hockai, Company "A" of the 17th Tank Battalion in the vicinity
of the village of Halt at coordinates 739129, the 3rd plapoon of Company "SB! of the33rd
Engineer Battalion was in the same vicinity with Company "i", Compsny "D" of the 17th
lank Battalion minus one platoon, and the one platoon of Company "A" of the 8lith Tank
Destroyer Battalion were billited further north in the vicinity of coordination 737138,
Service Company of the 17th Tank Battalion was billited in the town of Sart. Company
"C" of the 17th Tank Battalion and one platoon of Company "D" which were a part of Task
Force Rhea were billited in the village of Ster. Company "B" of the 17th Tank Battalion
which was a part of Task Force Seitz was billited in the same village of Halt with omr
"A" Company.

12 January 1945

On this date the Battalion Commander, the S-3, the -2, and each of the Company
Commanders and platoon leaders in Task Force Wemple made Reconnzissance of routes to
the front lines in the vicinity of Halmedy and Waimes. At this time it appéared that
Task Force Wemple's first mission would be to take the towns of Elvange and Ebertange,
therefore a careful reconnaissance of the approach routes to these towns was made. 1n
addition to the ground recomnaissance which was made all officers and non-commissioned
officers in the Task Force made careful msp and aerial photo studies of the zrea in which
it appearsd that we would be committed,

13 January 1945 through 18 January 1945,

During this period Task Force Wemple remained in the Cockaifagne assembly area and
the time was devoted to maintenance of vehicles and equipment, and formulating plans for
future operations, additional lime and calcimine was obtained and all tanks and combat
vehicles were made white to blend with the snow. During this period the weather remained
very cold, and there was from 12 to 1i inches of snow on the ground. <The tanks which had
last the steel cleets on the tracks on the move to the area were repaired so the tanks
could move over the frozen ground.

[ #e performed experiments and found that concussion grenades gided the doughboys in
digging=~in in the frozen ground. By digzing a small hole about & inches deep, then -
dropping a grenade in it, the grenade would blow out a hole large enough to give = man
protection., Of course this method of digging-in could only be used where the doughboys
did not mind revealing their positions. Since in most instances, the doughboys did not
wanl to reveal their positions this method was not used in combat, Another series of
experiments revealed that our tanks which were well camoufiaged with the white calcimine
could move up to within 75 yards of a position on a feirly clear night without peing seen,
e found that the deep snow muffled the noise of the tank motors and that it was very =
difficult to locate a tank at night b sound. In two experiments we had a tank move up
to within 100 yards of a group off men Doy mrs S T i o Lt()
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Hg 17th Tark Bn,, After Action Report, Month of Jamuary 1945 (Cont'd)
19 Jenuary 1945 (Contid)

The Commanding Officer of Combat Command "A" came to the Task Force C.P. at 20@¢ and
informed us that the 16th and 23rd R.C.T's had reached their objectives and that our
Tagk Force would be in a position to jump off in an attack on Deidenberg by @#73¢ on
the following morning.

The fuel trucks were brought forward and all vehicles were re-fueled by 219,

The Task Force commender and the I & R platoon returned to the C.P. at 2@5¢ snd
the Force Commander started issuing his order st 21, Task Force Commander Wemple
divided his force into three groups the first of which was commanded by Captain Britton
of "B* 23rd and was composed of the 3rd platoon of "B® 23rd and 3rd platoon of "AY 17th
and his mission was to move into position in the vieinity of coordinates 87297¢ and be
prepared to move domn the nose of high ground toward Deidenberg at @73¢ to determine
the strength of the enemy resistance in Deidenberg. Captain Britton was to leave his
half tracks in the vicinity of 872978 and make his attack or recomnaissance in force
with the pletoon of infantry mounted on the tanks. The second force was to be commanded
by Lt. Wilson and it was composed of the 1st platoon of "B® 23rd, 2nd platcon of M"A® 17th
the engineer platoon, snd the A.T. platoon from "B® 23rd, and his mission was to move
to a position in the vicinity of coordinate 853975 and be prepsred to establish s road
block in the vieinity of 854958 and to attack and seize the high ground in the vicinity
of 857955, The Engineer platoon and the A.T. platoon were to be put in an assembly area
in the vieinity of 852997 to be called forward by Lt. Wilson when he needed them. The
remainder of Task Force Wemple was to be led inte sn assembly area by Lieutenant Colomel
Wemple in the vieinity of 864984, A guide from the I & R platoon was given Captain
Britton to lead him to his forward position and Lieutenant Colonel Wemple ordered the
movement to begin at 243¢ in the order of Force Britton, Force Wilson, followed by the
group that Lisutenant Colonel Wemple was leading into position.

By 223§ there was a blinding snow falling and the roads were so covered with snow
that movement was almost impossible.

20 Jamiary

Force Britton moved out at the designated time with slmost every vehicle being led by
a dismounted man.

Before all of our units were in position Higher Hepdquarters ordered that our Task
Force be assembled in the vicinity of Am Kreug with the idea of msking our attack on
Diedenberg from the north instead of from the north and west. However Lt. Wilson was
already in position in the vieinity of 853975 with two platoons of tanks and one platoon
of infentry, so he was ordered to remain there and await further orders. ILieutenant
Colonel Wemple assembled the 1lst platoon of "AM 17th, "D" 17th, (mimus one platoon),
the Battalion wtwmwiriwd asssult gun platoon, the Battalion Mortar platoon, the T.D.
platoon, and the Engineer platoon in the vieinity of Am Kreug and established his
forward C.P. at that point. Captein Britton wes ordered to mske his attack as planned,
Lt. Wilson was ordered to remain in place until he received further orders becsuse the
movement on his right had not advanced as fast as hed been expected.

The Battalion or Task Force Rear C.P. was moved down to Ondenval at @#41f and the
aid station was set up at this po: e ——

T et
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13 Januery 1945 through 18 January 1945

During this period close contact was maintained with the 16th znd 23rd hegimental
Combat Teams who were attacking to the south though the towns of Steinbach, Faymonville,
Odenval, and Schoppen, for we knew that when we were committed we would move through
these units. Several detailed plans were msde for the attacks on the towns of IEbertange,
Ambleve, and Diedenberg and copies of these plans are submitted with this report. We
will not go into detail in regard to the plans that were made during this periocd other
than to say that all elements of the Task Force were oriented frecuently as to both the
enemy and friendly situation in our probsble zone of action. lany plans were made that
were never executed, however the Task Force commander as well as Higher Headquarters are
firm believers in extensive planning even though there is a possibility that the plans
will be altered or changed at the last minute, Detailed planning is one effective way
of keeping all elements of a Task Force oriented at a1l times.

19 Jenuary 1945

During the morning of 19 January 1945 we were informed that the 23rd R.C.T. was to
caplure liontenau, Iveldingen (Elvange), and Zibertingen (Ebertange); and that the léth
R.C.T. was to advance to the line stream 1509 meters north of Eibertingen, hill 53k at
coordinate 897996 thence northeast, and that Combat Commands A, and B, were to pass
through these units after they had reached their objective. Task Force Wemple followed
by Task Force Rhea and Seitz were to move to a forward assembly area in the vicinity of
Gdoumont, Esperance, and Libomont on order.

At 130 the Task Force was alerted for movement and at 163@ the Force started moving
to the forward assembly area in the vicinity of Libomont. The weather was extremely cold
snow snd sleet was falling almest continuously and our route of march involved crossing
& mountainous area on a narrow unimproved road. The Task Force moved out in the order of
Headquarters and Headquarters “ompany,"A" Company 17ih Tank Battalion, "D" Company 17th
Tenk Battalion, the platoon of Tank Destroyers, the platoon of engineers, and B/23. The
route of march was east through the village of Hockai, Lhence est to the main north-—south
highway in vicinity of Coordinate 808087, thence east to Longfaye, to Ovifat, thence south
to R-dJ, in vicinity of coordinate 650076, then south and west to village of Walk, then
west to Gloumont, then south and east to Esperance and Libomont. A sufficient number of
fuel trucks were sent with this force to re-fuel in the forward asserbly area, the
remainder of the trains reverted to our Service Company control and remained in Sart, as
soon as all Task Forces had moved out all trains were to assesble in village of Ster
under C.C.A. control.

The 'Battalion Scout section was used as guiders along the route and they were placed
at all critical points zlong the route. One section of the I & R platoon was sent for-
ward ahead of the Task Force to guide the various elements into the forward assembly area.
The remginder of the I. & R. platoon went forward with the Battalion commander to
reconnaissance jump ofi positions in the viecinity of coordinates 872978 and 852997.

The Battalion Headwuarters section arrived at Libomont at 183¢ and the C.P. was set
up at that point. The remainder of the Task Force was pulled off the road at Gloumont
and at Vavious points between there and Libomont. A1l company commandsrs and separaie
platoon leaders reported to Battalion, or Task Force C.P. by 193¢.

S - e L A S
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Force Britten started his attack to the Socuth along the nose of high greund
leading down to Diedenberg. However, the tanks ran into diffieulty and could not
travel the route originally planned because of the deep snow. At 0850, Captain
Britton pulled his force further to the East and mensged to get the tarks across

the terrain to the South from a point in the vicinity of 876974. Up to this time
he hed not met any enemy resistance.

At 0846, Lisutenant Wilson was ordered to move to the South and cross the
Ennels River in the vieinity of 856964 and attack and secure the high ground in the
vieinity of 857954. He was to move with the Infantry mounted on the tanks until
enemy resistance was encountered then the Infantry wss to dismount and fight through
with the support of t e tanks. This force moved out at 0930 after having our artillery
give the buildings in the viecinity of AmStein a thorcugh shelling. At 0950, Wilson
hed advanced to vicinity of coordinste 857960 gnd Britton was in vieinity of 870964.
Britton was recelviéng very light small arms fire from Diedenberg and a few rounds of
AT fire from lift flank. The tanks and infantry in both forces were msking thorough
reconngissance by fire as they passed. By 1130, Task Force Britton wes in he tomn
of Diedenberg and had teken four priscners and the infantry was contimuing mission
of cleaning out houses, This forece moved inte thelr objective without suffertnmg

casuslties.

At 121F Widson on the right flank was receiving A.T. and small arms fire from
high ground in vicinity of 857954 and village of Am-Stein.At 13@f Wilson moved out on
assault of his objectlve after a preparatory artillery concentration on the objective,
By 1i#§ Task Forces Britton and Wilson had captured 30 more priscmers; Briton occupied
the town and Wilson was almost on his objective.

At 15¢¢ Wilson was receiving A.T. fire from vieinity of Born and shifted his
force further to left in order to get on objective, By 16§f Wilson lacked only about
two houses in village of Am-Stein having his objective cleared. By 1732 Wilson was
on his objective and a total of 5 prisoners had been taken in the operation of the
two Task forees. .

At 163¢ the rear C.P. was moved to the town of Elvange(Iveldingen). Lt Col Wemple
hed previously moved his forward C.P. into the town of Diedenberg, Three Infantryman
were wounded in getiing into the town and evacuated. .

At 1740 F.F,. Seitz contacted Lt Col Wemple to arrange for a Patrol to pass
through our lines to determine strength of resistance in Arf De Hardt woods to the
south of Diedenberg, Task Force Seitz was to pase through our line at @4@¥ and on the
morning of the 2lst. and take the Arf De Hardt woods. Buring the night there was very
little enemy mortar and artillery on the town of Diedenberg. One nine man patrol
approached our odtpost from the south weste=four of the men were killed and remainder
were capiured.

21 Jenuary 1945

During the afternoon of the 20th the light tenk company, the T.D, Plat., the
mortar and asslt. gun platoons and the A.T. platoon were moved into Diedenberg and
were used in setting up the defense of the position which we held, The central and

eastern part of the town was defended the light tanks and one platoon of Infantry.
A noghh-south defense line wap set up generSEYyET6R

"
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863953 to 863940 and ocur line tied in with task force Seits at 863940; this line was
held by a platoon of medimm tanks and a platoon of infantry. An East West line was
set up from coordinates 864957 to 854954 and our line was tled in with elements on
the right at the latter point, This line was held by A/17 (mims one platoon), the
A.T. Platoon, a platoon of infantry and about a pdatoon of infantry from the combat
comnand on our right which had attached itself to our unit during the night of the
20th-21st January. This platoon had became cut off from its own unit and remained
with us until contact could be re-established, The Tank Destroyers were set up in

a position in the vieinity of 86495, with an excellent fieldd fire to the South-
west. The Mortar and Asssult Gun Plstoons were prapared to deliver fire to the Scuth-
west, South and East. Our defense was set up in this manner because Born was atill
in the hands of the enemy and it appeared that wermight recelve a counter-attack from
that vicinity. ' : '

During the night of 20-21 Jamuary, Task Force Seitsz attacked and secured the
&af de Hardt woods as planned and B/17, which was a part of this task force took
part in this action. This attack was very successful and the objective was gained
with very light casualties. The tanks did not sustain any casualties.

During the afterncon of 21 Jan 45, Task Force Rhea attacked and secured the high
goound to the Southeast of Diedengerp along the genersl line 869951 to 875940. Co
®C®, 17¢h was a part of this force.

During the day of 21 January 1945, the enemy placed several rather heavy con-
centrations of artillery and mortar on the town of Diedenperg however, our casualties
were light.

A1l elements of Task Force Wemple were re-supplied during the night of 20-21
Jan 45. The Bn Aid Station was moved to Diedenberg during the early morning.

At 1210 we:received word that Task Force Wemple would be relieved by the 508th
Para Regt sometime during the afternoon ar night. The time of relief was to be
determined by the 508th and after being relieved the Task Force Wemple was to return
to billets in the town of Iveldingen (Elvange). The movement tothe new area was
to be made after dark and by platoons in order to keep from revealing tb the enemy
that troops were being withdrawm from the towm.

During the day some artillery waa falling in the area that was thought to be
friendly ertillery falling short but a careful check by our Division Arty, revealed
that it was not our artillery. It is believed that it was the enemy artlilery,
coming from the vieinity of Amblege to the East and the town of Borm to the South-
west. :

At 1525, we received a message from CCA stating thet Task Force Wemple would be
assembled in the vieinity of 86295, and that the Task Force would prepare to attack
the town of Born to the Southwest immediately. CCB was having diffieulty taking
their objective, the town of Born, and Task Force Wemple was to assist them in the
operation. In addition to the elements of Task Force Wemple, one Company of infantry
and a platoon of medium tanks from Task Force Seitz was attached to Wemple for this
operation. This Company of Infantry from TF Seitz and the platoon of tanks was to
attack from a point in the vigip s with the mission of =i

seizing the Southeast part off the town. S M

: i dus _#es
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At 1620, while the Task Force commander was still giving orders for the attack on
Born, we received notice that CCB was making satisfactory progress and that Task
Force Wemple would not attack.

During the morning of this date, Captain (Chaplain)Caubak, who had been attached
to the 17th Tank Bn for some time, was killed in the town of Diedenperg by enemy
artillery five. '

During the afternoon we contacted the Regimental Hq of the 508th Para Hegt which
had moved into the town to relieve Task Force Rhea, Task Force Seitz, and Tast Force
Wemple. We learned that Task Force Wemple would be relieved by the lst Bn of the
5%08th, and that it would probably be late that night befora the relief would be .
cmplem.

Prior to the time that the 508th had relisved Task Force Wempls, we received
notice that the plan had been changed and that Task Force Wemple, Task Force Seitz
and Task Force Fhea would make a coordinated attack on the towns of Hunnange and the
high ground in the vieinity of 857907 on the following morning.

22 Jamigry 1945

At 0330 the Bn Ex came to the forward CP in Deidenberg to assist with the plans
and coordinating for the following days opsration.

- The plan in general for the combat command operation was for Task Force Seits
to move to the Scuth to a position in the viecinity of 851907. Task Force Seity was
to be followed by TF Wemple, which Force was to take up a forward assembly position
in the vieinity of 853906. Then Fask Force Rhea was to move into position in the
vieinity of 859911. Upon combat orders Rask Force Seitz was to attack to the South-
west with the mission of capturing the area alont the St Vith rosd between coordinates
843903 and 844899. Task Force Wempls was to attack to the Southwest and cspture
that part of the town of Hunnange along the East-West road between coordinates 844899
to 850903, Task Force Rhea was to attack to the East and secure the high ground in
the vicinity of 863907 for the purpose of protecting the left Flank of the Hunnange
operation,

Based on P.W. information and ae#ial observation we were of the opinion that the
enemy was withdrawing from the Hunnange srea and we did not expect very heavy enemy
resistance. However, plans were made so that the obiective could be taken even though
the resistance might be heavy. The rempinder of the night was devoted to assemblying
the force, breifing all officers and troops and getting everything ready to move out
at 0830, Task Force Wemple was divided inmto two groups with Captain Britton in com-
mgnd of the leading group composed of a platoon of medium tanks and a platoon of
infantry and Lieutenant Wilson in command of the second group which was composed of
the same elements. The assault guns and mortars and T.D.'s were to take up positions
in the forward assembly ares to support the operation by fire. The light tanks and a
small force of Infantry were to be held in reserve in the forward assembly position
to be used as and when needed. .

The route of march was to be South out of Deidenberg on the trail from coordinates
862952 to 859925 at which point the engine _ rossing on the rail-
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At 0830, Task Force Wemple moved out of the Deidenberg erea with the infentry mounted
on the tanks in the order of Britton's group, Wilsons group, the T.D's, the Task Force
commander and staff, the assault guns, the light tanks, the mortarsend the engineers.
Just as we were moving out we received an order that nothing but tanks would take the
march, ell half-tracks would remain in the Deidenberg area as well as the wheel
vehicles becguse the rosd was impossible for such vehicles, Therefors, the mortar
platoon, the A.T. Platoon, and the engineers remained in the Deidenberg erea. Tihen
the head of our force reached a point in the vicinity of 860931 they received several
heavy enemy srtillery concentrations from the vieinity of Medell to the East.

WAR (o tank received a direet hit killing four of the tank erew and seriously wounding
the other member, several infantry were critieally wounded at this time. As soon

as It Col Wemple saw how accurate the arty fire was, he.led the remainder of the

foree further to the West and kept them in defilade from the East and none of this
part of the force was injured by arty fire.

When the leading tanks reached a point in the vieinity of 860914 they recelved
A.T. fire from the vielnity of 859908. Our tanks and tahlk destroyers returned the
fire and knocked out two enemy SP assault guns and one Mark IV tank.

By 1330 the leading elements were in position in the scheduled forward assembly
area and Lt Col Wemple had made contact with Task Force Seitz who was in position on ~
oar right. s wermoved into position on the vieinity of 853906 we found 7 towed
German 8%mm Buns which had been abandoned by the enemy. With the guns was a good
supply of ammo. The 88's with one exceptiom were in goed working order. They were
not in firing position but had just been 1lined up along the edge of the woods and
abandoned. ;

The assault guns and the light tanks had difficulty in getting across the rail-
road and stream in the vicinity of 859925 and Captain Simon and his battalion maint-
shance section came forward and assisted them in getting across the obsticle. By
1408, Task Force Wemple was in position and was ready to attack as ordered. The

Field arty forward observers and the air support officer were in position with the
forward elements snd were ready to give support when needed. The Task Force was
ordered to remain in position until ordered to attack. At 1558 we observed whal was
thought to be three enemy tanks and several dismounted men withdrawing from Humnange
toward St Vity. Shortly afier this we received a rather heavy enemy arty eoncentrate
jon on our assembly position and approximately &ight infantrymentand three tankers
were injured. Lt Wilson who commanded Company "A® received schrapnel wounds in the
left arm but refused to be evacuated. The injured men were carried back on two light
tanks for wheel vehicles could not get up to our position.

At 1715 the rear CP moved into the town of Born so that we could maintain
Fif commnicstion with them.

At 1730, Task Force Wemple jumped off on the attack on the town of Hunnange
and at the same time Task Force Seitz on our right moved ocut. Our attack was made
in two forces, onme composed of two platoons of infantry and a platoon of tanks
commanded by Captain Britton and the other composed of a platoon of tanks and a
platoon of infantry commanded by Lieutenant Hansard. Britton's force moved straight
to the Southwest to the objective and Hansard's force moved to the East remaining in
the woods, then West to the objective. The tanks and infantry delivered marching

\/firs as they moved on the objed¥Tiv e 13 sht enemy resistance.
Ons ®AM Co tank was kitby an AT ¢ _Mcmty ;:-f 853904, the enemy

it
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fire came from the East. By 1806, Brittons force was on the objective and was
clearing out the houses in our emea. By 1915 TF Wemple had completed cleaning ocut
the houses in our assigned srea and had secured and organized our position, A
total of 47 prisoners were taken all of which were turned over to T.F. Seitz for
they hed bester facilities for handling them. In organizing our positions we tied
in with Task Force Seitz on our right in the vicinity of 845899, During the night
two of our 1light tanks were used to evacuate wounded from T.F. Seitz Aid Station to
the vicinity of 859924 at which point the wounded men picked up by ambulances. “he
wheel vehicles could not come further South than this point. ILight tanks were also
used to pick up rations for the attached infantry at the same point.

The night of 22-23 Jamuary was quiet in our sector with the exception of light
eneny mortar and arty fire during the early part of the night, there was no attempted
counter-gttack.by the enemy.

23 Jamary 1945

By 0845, on this date the supply route from the North to our position through
the towns of Born and Nieden Emmels was clear end our supplies were brought in over
this route. At 1035 that part of Task Force Wemple which was left at Diedenberg
because of the road conditions, namely the mortar apd A.T. Platoons were brought
into Hunnange over the Born, Neider Emmels route. *he Bn Aid Station was also
moved to he town of Hunnange.

- During the morning we received ordere to move our force to the South of the R.J.
in the vicinity of 844899 aend clear and occupy the houses slong the rcad 4o the South
for a distance of about 350 yards. We were to set up a strong road block on this
road. 4 section of Medium tanks, the T.D. Pdatoon and a Platoon of infantry were

to be used for this mission and the Force was to be under the command of Capt *ritton.
By 1135 the infantry had ckered most of the houses and the T.D.'s were in position
but at this time wereceived another mission. This new mission was to set up a defense
line generslly along the line from coordinate 856004 to 855897 with the mission of
repelling any possible counter-attack from the east or south, Bu.ring the perlod

from 1200 to 1630 the enemy placed several heavy concentrations of artillery on our
positions in the town of Hunnange snd several infantrymen were wounded. The also
placed artiilery concentrations on the woods in the vieinity of 855904 as our infantry
and tanks were moving into position., Capt Britton wes wounded in the foot at 1545
but he remsined on the job until his company wag in position end supervised their
digging-in and preparation of their position. % 1945, all elements of the Task
Force were in position, The Infantry was dug in on the east edge of the woods in the
vieinity of 857904, end they were supported by Co A" of the 17th. ‘he T.D.'s were
in position along the roed with field of fire to the esst. The mortars and assault
guns were in position to place fire either to east or south. The light tanks were

in position in the vieinity of 853902 as a mobile reserve prepared to support where
they might be needed. The artillery F.0. was placed in a good position on the east

edge of the woods so he could place artillery friec on any attempted attack from that
diﬁctionn

In the late afterncon information received from P.W.'s and adjacent units indicste
ed that the enemy might counter-attack our position from the easst therefore, all ele-

ments of the Task Force vas placed on a very strict alért.
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At 2030 we received a report that an ememy tenk column of undetermined strength was
" moving in our direction from the vicinity of 871902 and at the same time the enemy
was placing a very heavy arty concentrastion in the vicinity of our positions. The
enemy continued to place artillery on our positions and we continued to receive re-
ports of enemy tank movement up to 2400.

24 Jamuary 1945

Since a counter-attzck seemed very probable one platoon of tanks, one platoon
of T.D.'s and a platoon of infantry from T.F. Seits was moved to a position in the
vieinity of 849905 at 0010 to support a force in the event they were needed. All
elements of the task force remained én a strict alert throughout the night btut ocut
position wae not sttacked.

Co "C¥ of the 17th which was a part of T.F. Rhea was in position at this time

in the vicinity of 854897 with the mission of supporting by fire Phea's attack on
St Vith. ;

A ten man dismounted partol from B/23 was sent out at 1000 with the mission of
proceeding to the R, J. at 865903 to determine the enemy's strength at that point.
By 1040, the patrol had reached their objective but they were pinned down at that
point by small arms fire from the Northeast, East and Scutheast. The patrol had
SCR 300 radio set with them and with their assistance we placed smoke on the enemy
positions with our &lmm Mortars. In sddition to the mortar smoke we sent a light
MG squed to assist the patrol in getting back. Under the cover of the mortar smoke
the pabrol finglly got back to cur lines at 1500, one man was slightly wounded. The
patrol reported that the overpass in the vicinity of 865903 had been blown and that
the road was mindd at e R.J., and a small enemy force was dug in, in this areas.

A smell A2T? gun was reported sbout a 100 yerds south of the E.J. but at the time the
patrol wee there the gun was not manned.

Lieutensnt “ol Wemple attended = meeting at CC®A" CP at Born to receive instruc-
tions and orders. At 1630 Lt Col Wemple returned to the CP at Hunnange and issued
the following orderss Lt Cagle who commanded Co ®C" of the 17th was to leave the
company in its present position and report to Lt Col Rhea for further orders. It
Hardin, who commanded Co "B" of the 17th and who was attached to T.F. Seitz at he
time, was to report to It Col “riffin's C.P. for further orders. Lt Col Griffin
commanded the 38th Armd Inf. Bn and was to commsnd a force known as Task Force
Griffin for the following days operation. Lt Jones who commanded Co B of the 23d .
AIB was to report to It Col Rhea for further orders. T.F. Wemple which was nok
composed of A/17, D/17 (minus 1 platoon), the T.D. Platoon, the Assegult Gun and Mortar
Platoon was to remain in the present position and hold that pesition throughout the
night., On the followipd day, ¥.F. Rhea wes to abteck, seize, secure, ar’ defend the
town of Wallerode. T/ F. Griffin was to attack, seize, and defend the high ground
to N.W. of Wallerode in the vieinity of coordinate 874903. T.F. Seitz was to move
to an attack position inthe vicinity of 866916 and attack down draw at H.hour to
sieze and defend high ground North of Wallerode. T.F. Wemple in reserve was to

support the action of the other forces by placing direct fire onthe objectives as
the other forces were attacking.
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After assisting in organizing the positions for the night, Lt Col Wemple and
the Ba S-2 went to the rear CP at Born for the night and the mExG assumed command
of the Task Force at he forwerd CP

25 Jamary 1945

On this date the Task Force attacked the various positions as planned.
1800 on this date all Forces hed taken their objectives. In this operstion B/17,
which was sttached to P.F. Griffin, lost one tank by enemy mine but the tank was
recovered. (/17 which was attached to Rhea had one tank hit by enemy anti-tank fire
and the didfver was killed and the tank badly damsged. Both C and 4 Companies had
several tanks stuck while getting into position and several tanks were out of sction
due to machanical failure. Most of the day was devoted to maintenance of tanks and
resupply of all units. Lt o1 Wemple returned to the forward CP at 0740 and
assumed command of the Task Force. He directed the operation of the force in delivering
supporting fire while the other Task Forces made the attacks. Task force commanders
attended a mebting at CC™A® forward CP at coordinate 875899 at 1900, Task force
remgined in seme position during night and there wes no enemy activity in our srea.

26 Jamary 1945

Tesk Force Wemple remgined in the same location and still had mission of being
mobile reserve. Compsnies A and C in Wallerode with their Task Forces. All maint-

enagoa sections working day and night to get as many vehicles as possible back in
action.

At 2230 received message to have billeting detail report to CCMAM Hq on follow-
ing morning.

27 Jenuary 1945

Task Foree Commsnder moved his forwsrdGP to the town of Wallerode while task
foree remained in same position. Enemy placed seversl concentrations of artillery
on town of Wallerode during the afternoon and night btut none of ocur troops were
injured.

28 Jamary 1945

A1l tanks and T.D.'s reverted to Lt Col Wemple's control during morning and he
was ordered to move all of them to vieinity of Hunnenge. Compsnies A, B, C and D of
the 17th and A4/814 were in an assembly aree in vieinity of Hunnange by 1300. A1l
elements of the command were informed that we were being relieved and that we would
move to a rehabilitation ares inthe vicinity of Bupen. At 1130 we recelved word :
that we would not move on this date and that we would remain in our present location
for the night. However, Company B wes moved to billets in Montenau at 1800. At
1831 we received word that the Combat Command Would start movement to the new area
at 0730 on the following morning. The march order would be Hq & Hq Co, CC®™A",

234 AIB, B/33d Engrs and A/81; T.D. and 17th Tark Battalien.. The route of march
wae to be North on the main highway through Niever Emmels, Lignewllle, Malmedy,
Burnenville, Frankeorchamps, §art, Verviers, Limbourg, Hout-em, Hoggen, Menschemen

and into an assembly area in the vicini.ty of Hoof. The order of march was to be Bn Hg,
& Hq Co, Co "A% Co C, D, B, & ggs with us. C\

i q
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The Sexrvice Co and the trains that were under CC®A" Control at Ster were to march
with the GCWA" Traine.

29 Jemuary 1945

The battalion left the assembly area at Humnange at 0830. The weather was
very cold, the racds were covered with snow and ice and the traffic was very con-
gested in the towns along the rcute. Some of the tanks had diffieulty in getting
up the steep hills due to the slick frozen roads, btut the battalion f£inally closed
in the new area at 1412 and all stragglers were in by 1805. At 1845 wereceived
word from CCYA® Hg that 30 Jenuery 1945 would be a day of rest for the whold Div.

30 Jemary 1945

This was a day of rest, except for necessary details, however, most of the
maintenance erews worked throughout the day.

31 Jemary 1945

This dey was devoted to maintensnce of vehicles andweapons and inspection of
stowage of vehicals. Bn S-3 attended meeting at CCYA® Hq at which training schedule
for the next six days period was discussed. i

During the month of Jemary 1945, the 17th Tank Battalion received 50 enlisted
reinforcements and had two officers and 32 enlisted men returned to duty. The
persomnel losses during the month were two officers and 20 enlisted men evacuated
as non-battle cesuslties, five enlisted men were killed in action and Chaplain
Czubak, who was attached to the battalion, was killed. Ve hed three enlisted men
seriously wounded in asction, two officers and 25 enlisted men slightly wounded in

~action and 21 enlisted men evacuasted because of frost bite.
A Zgjs_,

JOHN P. WEMPIE,
! t Colonel, Infantry,
3"‘-1-!1‘315« cm -
v Inel 1, log ing

Incl 2, lessages for period (1 Jan to 31 Jan 45)
Incl 3, Overlays.
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Initials

At 2115 on 30 November 1944, the battelion received notice by telephone that the
17th Tank Battalion had been attached to the 102d Infantry Division. The battalion CO
and bn Executive Officer went immediately to the Hq of the 102d Inf Div to get further
orders and instrdictions. Here they found that the 17th Tank Bn was attached to the
406th Inf Regt and this infantry regiment would use &t least two companies of medium

- tanks from the 17th in msking an attack on the town of Linnich the following day, 1 Dec
4to Briefly the 1024 Inf Div plan for 1 Dec 44 was for the 405 and 407 Inf Regts to
make an early mornign attack on the towms of Flaobdorf :and Rurdorf and depending upon
the success of this operation, the 406th Inf Regt plus elements of the 17th Tank Bn
was to move up through the town of Welz and attack and secure the town of Linnich.
H-Hour for this operation wes to be determindd during the following morning and the
attack was to be supported by 18 battalions of artillery on the objective from H to
H plus 20. It was thought that the tanks and infantry could reach the edge of the
town of Linnich by the time the 20 minute artillery concentration had been delivered.

The battalion Executive Officer returned to the Bn CP at 22f@ and briefed the
company commsnders on proposed plans for the following day while the bn GO went to
Beffendorf to contact the GO of the 406th Inf Reghb to bet detailed orders. At this
time another study was made of aerial photos, uncontrolled mossics and 1/25000 maps o
the area over which the attack was to be made and the latest enemy information was
considered. 5

At 231f the bn CO returned to the bn CP and issued the following orders: The
406th Inf Regt would attack with two bgttalions abreast, the 2d Bn on the left and the |
1st Bn on the right. Co "B® of the 17th Tank Bn would support the 2d Bn of the 406th .
and Co MC® of the 17th would support the lst Bn of the 406th., The tanks end infantry
were to advance together snd at least 6 or 8 infantrymen were to be assigned to each |
tank and these men were to remain right with the tanks and support them at all times. ‘L}
Upon reaching the town, the infantry wes to go on in, then lead the tanks into positions
where they were needed and direct the tanks in mopping up operations. :

L
S
5

Captain Pilat who commanded "B® Co of the 17th was to meet a guide near Puffendorf
at coordinate 930609 at F63¢ who would lead him to the 24 Bn CP, He would coordinate |
with the infantry bn CO the plan for mutual support of the tanks and infantry in the
operation. Captain Urbom who commands Co "C" of the 17th Tank Bn was to meet a guide
at Ederen st coordinates 953617 at #73¢ who would lead lim to the CP of the lst Bn of
the 406th where plans for mutual support would be coordinated. The company commanders
were ordered to carry at least two junior officers with them to mske personal recon=
ngisssnce of the approach route to Welz and to mske what study they they could of the
terrain over which they were to attack. The company commanders were ordered to meet the
respective Inf Bn Oommanders, then make reconnaisssnce of area around Welz and to
pick out assembly area for their companies. One officer was to remain back with the
companies and have them ready to move out by £8¢¢.

lst Lt JOHN S, LAVETT who commands the mortar platoon was ordered to mgke @ recon-
neissance of the town of Welz and find a firing position for his platoon so he could
move it into position to support 2

', GLASSIFICAT.ON REMOVEY
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Hq, 17th Tank Battalion,  ter Wi De. _der 1944, Cont'd.
Lt Johnson who commands the assault gun platoon was ordered to mske g reconnais-
sance for a position for his guns in the vieinity of Ederen.

Lt Nizenskl who commands Co MA¥ of the 17th wss to mske s reconnsissance for a re-
serve position for his company in the viecinity of Puffendorfl.

The "D® Co commander, It Scharschmidt was to make a reconnsissance of the route to
Welz and he was instructed to have his company alerted by §93¢. The bn commander
thought that it might be necessary to use the light tanks to get ammunition, fuel and
supplies to the medium companies after they had reached the objective at Linnich.

All compeny officers were instructed to brief their junior officers, platoon serge-
ants and tank commanders that night and to get all available terrain and enemy informat-
ion to them at that time. The remainder of the men were to be briefed on the following
morning.

The Bn 0O stipulated that his forwaerd CF would be established at Ederen with the
CP of the 406th Regt and that he would move to that position at @645. The forwsrd
CP was to conmsist of the Bn CO, his 8-3 and S-2 and the I & R platoon. During the
night the Bn Communications Officer, Lt Harrison obtained all of the communication date
such as call signs, frequencies, ete, for the 406th Regt and got this information to
" the battalion.

After the company commanders and the separate platoon commanders had contscted the
different elements of the Inf Reght and had completed their reconnaissance they were to
report to the bn CO at the forwerd CP at @#9@@ at which time he hoped to have additional
information in regard to the plan.

At $645 on 1 Dec 44 the Bn 00 and the advance CP group moved out for Ederen. The
company commenders and other officers moved out at the designated times to perform
their missions. The company commanders of B and C Cog found their respective Inf EBnsg'
without difficulty.

At @945 the artillery FO's who ﬁere to accompany the two assault companies report-
ed to the Bn rear CP and were guided to the compsnies with which they were to work.

By 11g¢ the 406th Regt Commander had designated H-hour as 148f so a message was
sent to the bn rear CP to have companies B and C and the assault gun and Mortar Platoon
to move out and that they would be picked up in route by guides who would tske them
to the proper-positions, :

4 foot reconnaissance of the area to the nathwest of Welz over which the right
force was to attack revealed that it was not practical to use more than one platoon of
tanks immediately. Therefore all of Company C with the exception of the platoon which
was 1o be used in the assault was assembled just north of Ederen in the vicinity of
coordinates 955623, The platoon was to be used in the assault was moved into position
in the northeast edge of the town of Wels. i

Originally it was planned for Co "B" t0 go into a forward assembly ares just West
of Welz in the vicinity of coordinatés 957634 but a reconnsissance made on the morning
of 1 Dec 44 revealed that this was not practicsl for the terrain was not suitable for
tanks and mines were located in that vieinity. Therefore Co B was moved up through
Puffendorf to an assembly position East of Gereonsweiler in the vieinity of coordinstes
944635, The company was to attagk Northeast to Linnich keeping 3 or 4 hundred yards
to the East of the main road beth 2T Pk : 52')
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At 123F Co MA® move _into aismeends il s 450 Putrendors in the
vicinity of coordinates 9366li. This company was in reserve &M the Bn GO did not plan
to commit it however, he wanted the company up close enough so that it could be com-
mited quickly in case of an emergency. ) :

The assault gun platoon was moved into position near Ederen where it was tied in
with the Infantry Cannon Company to be used to support the attack.

The mortar platoon was moved into the position in Welz which had been picked out by
the platoon leader.

All elements were in position well before H-hour and the attack moved off as
scheduled at 1407, ;

The following information in regard to thisopsration was obtained from lst It
Lavett, the mortar pletoon leader:

®During the morning of 1 Dec 44, after receiving my orders and missgions, I made
a reconnaissance from Ederen North to &nd into Welz; chose my positions for firing,
then called for my platoon to move up from Boschelen; moved into position in Welz at
1245, and having previously arranged with other mortar platoons leaders how to lay ot
fire on separate targets, all to fire at H-hour (14f@), commenced firing North of Welz
beginning at 1000 yard range, increasing 100 yards range every two remnds of WP until
I reached the range of 2200 (the town of Linnich) and then I had each of my three
morters search ad traverse sepasrate sections of the town, firing alternately WP and HE
heavy. I ceased fire at 1445. During the morning of 2 Dec, I received orders from
my Bn CO to lay WP on high ground about 600 yards north of Rurdorf so at approximately
193¢ I hed my mortars lay a 30 minute concentratien. At 1316 I received orders from
The Bn CO to return my platoon to bivouac area in Boschelen, I complied"

The following statement was obtained from lst Lt HENRY P. JOHNSON, who commands
. the assault gun platoon:

"The asssult guns of Hq Co, 17th Tank Bn moved into position at (95.40 -61.50)
about 400 yards South of Ederen at 1@, 1 Deec 44. They were attached to the Cannon
Company of the 407th Inf, The guns were surveyed asnd laid by the 407th and fire orders
were received thru the FDC of the 407th. The Assault Guns took part in a rolling
barrage preceeding the advance of the infantry assault West and North of Welz on to
Linnich., Some harrassing fire delivered on Furdaef snd Flafdorf in the evening of
1 Dee 44, During the night and the following morning, 2 Dec 44, £ire was delivered on
installations on the far bank of the Roer River. A tatal of 204 rounds were expended,
ell HE. At 148, 2 Dec 44, the platoon returned to present position™.

Captdin ROEERT F. URBOM, who commands Co MG of the 17th Tank Pn has the following
to say inregerd to this actions y

"Company "C*, 17th Tank Bn was assigned to initially support the first Ba of
the 406th Inf Regt with the mission of proceeding North from Welz to seize the town of
Linnich. This force was to be the right assault force. It was decided that, due to the
terrain, only one platoon of tanks should be used initially. The company bulldozer was
attached to this platoon, To this force, a platoon of Infantry was attached and this
foree was to precede the rest of the infantry bn which wes to move in column of cOMme
panies in the order of 8, B and A Compenies. &t 14@f hours the tank and infantry
platoons crossed the line of departure hesding in a North Easterly direction and ad-
vanced gbout 400 yards; gt this time they were in a column formst on, They were in a
falrly large draw with high banks on both sides. The tank platoon leader contacted
the infantry platoon lesder and requested him to send a man forward to the end of the
draw to observe. This was done and ae the man was forward observins s he was fired upon
by rifly and machine gun and was pirfis SR pensgh 1irg and covered this

Mman engbling him to return safely. S
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Hgq 17th Tank Bn, After Acvion Repg

Immediately upon his return a heavy barrage of arty and mortar fire was placed upon

the platoons. The platoon of infantry withdrew to the town lesving the tanks. The tank
platoon leader requested permission to withdraw back to where the infantry were and
this permission was given. Shortly afterwards the Bn CO decided to proceed forward with
his infantry and to leave the tanks in their position as it was thought that the move-
ment would draw less arty and morbér fire without the tenks. The infantry moved forwsrd
this +time and proceeded on to their objective leaving the tenk platoon in Welsz®,

The plan of attack for Company B, of the 17th Tank En which company was to sup-
port the 24 Bn of the 406th Inf Regt on the left flank thrust on Linnich was for the
tanks to moe out from a position East of Pnffendorf in the vicinity of coordinates
934614 and to attack to the Northeast keeping generally parallel with the main road
from Puffendorf to Gereonsweiler to Linnich and keeping three or four hundred yards
to the East of be road. The infantry was to move out from the tomn of Welz und jecin
the tanks slong the line from coordinates 956637 to 949644 and to move along with the
tanks to the objective. The tanks were to attack in the formation of two platoons
abreast and in line with one platoon in line following closely in reserve. The left
assault platoon was to move around to the left of the objective, the town of Idnnich
and tske up a position in the vicinity of coordinates 963655 to 967657 and the right
assault platoon was to tske up a position to the right in the vicinity of 868653 to
971654. The reserve platoon was to move straight into the town with the infantry and
help clean out the town. 4 tank dozer which had been attached to the compeny was to
£ill in the canal which was in the line of attack so the tanks could pass. The 105mm
assgult gun was to support the attack ss the company commander saw fit to use it.

Company ®B® moved out of the assembly area near Puffendorfl at 133¢ and made
contact with the infantry on the line of departure in the vicinity of 957644 at 14¢8,
as planned, and the tanks and infantry continued the attack. At 14@@ our srty started
the heavy concentration on the town of Linnich and placed smoke on the high ground o
the right. The tanks moved right with the infantry until they reached a point in the
vieinity of coordinates 963652 to 966653 where they were stoppped by heavy AT fire from
the Hast, North and Northwest. At this pdnt the tanks moved into a position which
gave them some protection from the areas from which the enemy AT fire was coming and
they moved back and forth placing fire on the enemy positions. ILt. Hardin who commanded
the right asssault platoon reported an enemy AT gun at 970653. He fired on it and
the company commender cdled for arty on it through the FO that was in one of his tanks.
Later it was found that the gun was knocked out by our tank and artillery fire.

At 1442, Lt Hummel who commanded the left assault platoon reported sn enemy tank
in the vieinity of 964655. He fired on the tank gand it withdrew. At the same time
Lt Hummel reported an AT gun in the vieinity of 968655. The tanks fired on it and the
FO placed artillery on it but in the mesntime the AT gun got a hit in the turret of
Lt Hummel's tank and snother tank in his platoon which was commanded by Sgt Baldwin.
The two tanks were not immobilized but Lt Hummel was critically wounded and his
gunner and loader were wounded. Sgt Baldwin, his gunner and loader were wounded so
the tanks and crews were evacuated to the rear. Tec 4 Brai who was the dirver in Sgt
Baldwin's tank demonstrated extreme courage and coolness in getting his tank and wounded
erew back to the rear. Details of Tec 4 Brai's actions may be found in the recommendas’
tion for a citation which has been submitted. :
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After te tanks had been stopped, the infantry continued their attack on into
town. By this time it was getting dark and the infantry wes to send back guides to
lead the tanks into the town into the positions where they were needed. The tanks
were in a position which waes fairly well protected from AT fire but they were receiving
heavy arty and merter fire as well as small arms fire from the East, North and West.
The infantry had reported mines on the rosds in the vieinity of 964656 and we had been
drawing AT fire from that direction so it was obvious that it would be necessary to
cross the canal and enter the town from the Southeast. The tanks fired on the town
and furnished covef by fire as the infantry moved into the town.

During the early part of the night Capt Filat got his hand eaught in the turret
batch of his tank and was painfully injured and evacuated. It Oberdan assumed command
of the company and proceeded with the task of getting the tenks into the town. It
Oberday end Sgt Parker dismounted from their tanks snd went into the town to contact
the infantry and mgke plans for getting infantry guides back to the tanks to lead
them into position, He glso made a dismounted recomnaissence of the canal and personally
supervised the work of the tank dozer in prepsring a crossing on the canal for the
tanks. The tanks were moved across the canal into an essembly area in the vieinity of
968653 where the infantry guides came down to pick up the tanks and lead them into
position. The tanks got into their new assembly position by F73¢ on 2 December 1944.

When the guides came down to pick up the tanks they reported that most of the street
streets in the town were mined so it was necessary to lead the tanks in without
using the roads. Lt Oberdan dismounted from his tank and assigned the tanks to the
infantry guides. At about 1@@f while performing this job, Lt Oberdan was wounded
by arty fire and evacuated. Lt Hardin the only remaining officer in the company
assumed command.

Lt Hardin personally contacted the Inf Bn CO and supervised the moving of the :
tanks sround in the town to the points where the infentry wented them. It Hgrdin did
a superior job in handling the company after he took it over.

At 133¢ on 2 Dec 44 we received notice from highér Hq that compenies &, C, the
assault gun platoon and the mortar platoon would not be needed any longer and that
Company "B® would be relieved by Company MA® of the 771lst Tank Bn.sometime during
the night. The assault and mortsr platoons snd companies 4 and C were returned to
the assembly areas in the vielnity of coordinates 880583.

Lt Hardin met the company commander of Co MAM of the 771st Tank Bn in the
vicinity of 963656 at 1715 and mede detailed plans for the relief of his company.
Lt Hardin explained how his tanks were located in the town and arranged to lead the
771st tanks into position. This relief was not to take place until 24@@ because the
infantry did not went tanks to move in the town until that time. The 771st finally
started moving in at @@3¢ on the 3d of Dec 44 and the relief was completed by #igd.
Co "B" and the advance CP group closed in the original bivouac area at #20@ on
3 Dec 44 : :

Casuglty for this action were: Three (3) officers and seven (7) EM from Co "B®
wounded and evacuated. Three (3) men from Co "B® were wounded but not evacuated.
Two (2) tanks from Co "B® were disabled but were recovered snd sent to Division maint-

enance for repairs., >
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3 December 1944

. By @20 all elements of the 17th lank Battalion had returned to the original
bivouac area just east of Ubach in the vicinity of Coordinates 877586. the
Battalion was offieially relieved from attachment to the 102nd Infantry and re-
verted XA to the Tth Armored Division control as o:l’;‘ 1200 3 vecember, 1944 and the unit
was again placed in CGCR.

December 1944 throu Uecember 1

the Battalion remained in the bivouac area east of Ubach throughout this period.
All personnel was billeted in what remained of the houses in this area. fhe billets
were such that the men were reasonably comfortable even though the weather was very
disagreeable. The weather was cold with some rain or snow every day. ‘he Battalion
S5-4 arranged for showers for the men in a nearby mine and the men were transported to
the showers in Service Company trucks. All of the mens feet were inspected daily and
the men were compelled to take care of their feet, thus eliminating the Irenchfoot
problem.

ihe period was devoted to training and rehibilitation. Subject covered in the
training schedule were: Radiof Frocedure, gyro-stabilizer, orientation, platoon
control, map reading, fire orders, ecrew drill, platoon problems and inmdirect fire.

On 8 December, 1944 Uompany "B received indirect fire training under the
supervision and control offWoven".Companies "C" and "D" conducted platoon problems on
this date.

During this period the I and R Platoons and the battal:.on Scout Section were
given special trazining in dismounted scoubing and patroling and mounted Ken work.

On 9 December 1944 the Battalion was attached to the 84th Infantry ULivision for
the purpose of supporting that Livision in an attack to the morth. ‘this proposed
attack or operation was to be a.coordinated move by the British, the 7th Armored
Uivision and the 84th Infantry Vivision., ‘the plan was briefly for the bBritish, on
D" Day, to attack to the east and take the towns of Honderath, Horst and Porselen.
OUn.this same day, combat command B of the 7th Armored Livision was to take the town
of orachelen and at the same time, the 334th Inflantry Hegiment of the 84th Infanitry
Division was to clear mmkixx out the wurm, rlahstrap and Honsdorf itriangle. .On uD
plus one, the 84th Infantry Uivision with the 17th Tank Battalion attached, was to
¢clear the area in the Handerath Brachelen, Lindern triangle and after conselidating
this position, they were to move on and take the town of Himmerich to the noruh.
up" Day for this operation was to be announced by the british and they stated that
they would not attack until weather conditions were favorable and the terrain in such
condition that they could use their armor effectively which meant that it would be
several days at least before the atiack.

‘the Battalion Uommander and staff contacted the &,th Infantry bDivisiocn
Headquarters immediately to begin working on plang for the attack.. The 8ith
Division plans was to attack with two Hegiments abreast, the 333rd on the right and
the 335th Lnfantry Kegiment on the left. The 333rd Infantry Hegiment was to jump off
from our line just north of Lindern on "D" plus one.. lhis Hegiment planned to attack in ¢
column of Battalions and column of Uoupany's and Gompany "A" of the 17th lank Sattalion
was attached to the regiment to support their attack. 1the Hegimental objective Was the
high ground in the vicinity of 937683. Company "G" of the 17th Lank battalion, was
attached to the 335th Lnfantry Regiment which regiment was to attack oa "D" plus one
from the vicinity of Flahstraf and Honsaorf to the north and east and secure tne high
ground in the vicinity of 9206864,

he remainder of the 17th lank Battalion, which was Vompany "B", Company "CH,
the assault gun platoon and the mortar platoons were to be held in Uivision feserve,
to be committed when and as the Ui £ 5‘lg

!
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Hq 17th fank Bn, After Action Report, konth of December 197K (Cont(d)

The Battalion Uommander and staff contacted each of the infantry Regiments, to
which our lank Companies were attached and made arraggements. for the Gompany
Officers to get in contact withthe Battalions with which they would work. ihere max
vere many enemy concrete pill boxes in each of the Kegimental Zones of attack and

detailed plans were made as to Jjust how each pill box would be attacked. 'The
Infantry Hegiments planned to use the fire power of the tanks in the attack more than
the assault power for it was feared that A.T. mine fields might be encountered in the
zomes of action. dhe terrain over which the atbtack was to be made, was flat with
practically no cover or firing positions for tanks and at this time, much of the
terrain was too soft and muddy for tanks to use. It was finally decided that the
tanks would take good defilade firing positions and fire on certain designated pill
boxes to keep them buttored up while the Infantry moved up to other pill boxes and
enemy positions. .

The 84th Infantry Uivision ordered the 17th Tank Battalion to remsin in it's
present position as a Uivision Reserve for the time being, with one medium tank.
Gompany on a strict alert at all times.

10 December 194/ through 16 Uecember 19,

. During the period of 10.December 1944 through 16 vecember 194/, everyore in the
Battalion devoted every minute to getting ready for the contemplated attack. ilhe
Battalion Commander and staff stayed in very close contact with 84th Infantry uvivision
Headguarters and the Kegimental fleadquarters and the Uompany Uommanders and Gompany
Ufficers were in contact with and made plans with the Battalions and Gompanies with
which they were to work. All Ufficers made extemsive Hcn of routes to the front line
assembly positions. Uareful map and areial photo studies were made of the area which
we were to attack and all of the Cfficers in the two assault Uompanies, Company "G and
Company A were carried on Hen in our Uivision Artillery uub Planes over the area.
The Battalion Communication Officer borrowed some 300 SCR radios from the 84th Division
and installed them in owr Company Uomnanders tanks so that we could maintain radio
contact with the infantry. :

X~ During this period, each tank platoon in each of the three medium tank Uompanies
worked, a.problem or exercise with'some Goumpany in the Infantry Uivision, which was
designdted tc perfect tank infantry coordination in attacking pill boxes.

it addition to the ground Hen, Aerial KX Kcn, and map and aerial photo studies, all
Ufficers and Tank Commanders were given sand table instructions in regard to the
planned atteck. 4nd in so far as was possible, detszils of the plan were handed down to
each and every man in the Battalion, _ '

At ”yfﬁfj on 16 December, 19/, we were informed that the Hen had been relieved from
attached tH the 84th Infentry Uivision and that we had reverted back to the T7th Armored
Wi sverncamtxkina - control and were sgain in UCh, After some time we were informed that
the Battalion was on a 30 minute zlert and that we would move out either that night
or early the next morning. At 2200 we received notiee from CCR that the 17th Tank
Battalion would cross the I.P. at £853 on 17 December 194/ and move south along Highway
X 28 through Herzogenrath, hachen, Iupen, Malmedy, lignenville and ikx into an
assembly area Fuk just soubth of Recht. Ve were informed that there had been a break
through somewhere to the south but the extent of the break=-througnh and our exact mission
was not known to us at that time, A meeting of Uompany Commanders was called
immediately and the mx routes of march and march order was issued. Uhe march order was
battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Company "C", Company A", Company "BY,
Company "DM and Service Company and the kitchens were to march with the companies. We.
were informed that the route would be marked, however, the Battalion Commander ordered
the I and K. platoon to precede the column by one hour to place any additional guides
on the road that might be necessary, /(]

=
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Hg 17th Tank Bn, After Action Ref

17 December 1944 : ; _

. The Battalion crossed the IP at Boschelen at #853 and closed in the assembly area
just south of Recht at 143¢@. Our billeting Officer and detail who had Joined the CCR
billeting detail on the previous day guided the Battalion into this area,

The Battalion Commander did not know what the enemy or friendly situation was so
he deployed the Battalion in an all-round defensive position. CCR Headguarters was in the
town of Recht and Battalion Staff Officers went there for orders and information, but
this Headguarters had not received information or orders from higher Headquarters. By
1508 we had contacted Artillery elements of the 106th Infantry Division and learned that
the enemy was in the town of lignerviile and that the enemy had broken threugh teo our
south and that CCB of the 7th Armored Division was setting up a defensive position to the
east of St. Vith to try to hold that town. We also heard that the enemy was in the town
of ¥rmr Born. Since the Battalion Commander did not know the disposition of friendly
troops and had very little knowledge of the enemy situation he decided to deploy hids
troops as best he could to defend and hold his present position. The Battalion CP was set
up in the vieinity of 810931; Company "C!" was deployed generally along a line from
808934 to 811940, Company "A" was depleyed along line 807933 to 801929.

Service Company was assembled just to the rear of Company "A" and Company "D" was
assembled in the vicinity of 810931 to protect to the rear and te act as a reserve.to
fill in anywhere needed. Company "B" was moved to the vicinity of 820935 to mrotect our
right flank., Company "B" established a road block at 826936 with one platoon of tanks
and another block at 829916 with another platoon. A4 section of tanks from Company "DY
was placed in the vicinity of 820921 to block the trail from the east. The terrain-om
which we were set up was higher than the town of Recht and was a fairly good position to
defend from an attack from the north and northwest, biit our fxhaomcmmm flanks and rear
were very vulnerable to a dismounted infantry aittack for the area was wooded. The
railroad track to our front was a tank barrier for it was on a high grade and the road
to Recht passed under the Hailroad to our immediate fromt, this was the logical avenue
of approach te our position from the town of Recht and we had this point adequately
covered by fire.

18 December 1944

" At @1@P we received reports that the enemy was approaching the town of Recht from
the east and Company "C'" was ordered to enter the town and block the road from the east
in the vicinity of 800945. A section of tanks from Company "A" was moved to a position
in the vicinity of 817942 teo block the trail coming in from.the north. Company "D was
moved down closer to the railroad to stop any attempted infiltration from X=i the.town
of Recht. Service Company and the Battalion Maintenance Section were ordered to move
back to Sart Iez St. Sikk Vith and to try to tie in with some of the other Division
Trains and they finally ended up during the night in the vicinity of Cromback with
elements of CCB of the 7th Armored Division and later they moved on west teo the vicinity
of Larochee ' g : ;

The Mortar Platoon and the assault gun Platoon were put into position in the
vieinity of 809931 so that they could place fire on the underpass or any area to our
front.

As Company "G' of the 17th Tank Battalion was moving into position east of Recht,
they contacted dismounted enemy Infantry with automatic weapons. and bazookas, and this
force was supported by at least cne or two enemy tanks, While Company "C" was engaging
the enemy force, CCR Headquarters moved southwest to the vicinity of Poteau. Since it
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Was -very dark and the terrain on x which Company "C" was trying to fight was muddy and
the tanks were having trouble maneuvring and since we had no infantry to keep the enemy
bazocka men away from the tanks, and we had no knowledge as to the size of the iczrse

that was attacking, Company "C" was pulled back to their original position south of the
railroad tracks to strengthem the Battalion position. Company "C" was back in position by
@i3p and the front line elements reported hearing heavy vehiculas movement going into the
town of Hecht. Some vehicles were idnentified as enemy tanks, but we could not determine
how many tanks had moved into the town. By this time a few dismounted enemy troops had
crogsed the railroad and were firing S.A. into our Uompaxv UGY and "D" positions, but they
were repelled by our own S. A. fire. :

At P53@ the Battalion CP and the Headguarters group were da.splaced a short distance
to the south to the wooded area in order. to comceal the vehicles in the woods in the
vicinity of 812928,

Before daylight an enemy tank supported by an undetermined number of enemy infantry
tried to pass through the underpass and into our position, but when our Company "C" fired
won it, the tank withdrew. It is thought that our tanks got at least one hit on.the ensny
tank, but it was recovered by the enemy before daylighte

The Battalion Commander ordered the Companies to take advantage of all the cover
and concealment which was avallable such as buildings and a few trees and to hold their
positions at all cost. During the night Company D" had broken the track on one tank
and had had kmw two others bogged down or stuck so that they could net be recovered and
Company "C" had their tanks stuck.

buring the day of the eighteenth the enemy did not attempt to attack our pos:.tl.on,
but any exposed movement in our area drew mzam small arms fire from the direction of the
railroad track, and we drew some tank or AT fire from the town of Hechb,

vuring the afternoon Company "C" of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion commanded
by Captain East was attached to the Battalion and reported to the Battalion Commanders
ihe Infantry, although it was not sufficient, was assigned to Companies "A", C", and "D"
to outpest the tanks, but they were not moved into position until after dark for they. .,
could not get into positien wlmow:. ‘exposing themselves to enemy Bam small arms Iire and

mortar fire.
The Battalion did not have an artillery forward observer with it, but during the

day we did get our artillery on observed targets by relaging requests by radio through
CCR Headguarterse. We requested artillery on the ememy dug in positions along the rail-
road track and on the road junctions in the vicinity of 819949, 199945, 801931, and
&;5934 and received it,. The artillery was adjusted by our front line platoon leaders and
Company Commanders and the concentrations were numbered and called for at various times
during the nightof 18 and 19th of December. It is felt that our Artillery plus our
Battalion Mortar Platoon and Battalisn assault gun platoon contributed largely to the
enefiy failure to launch a large scale attack against our position. vuring the day seven
enemy tanks were observed in the vieinity of 792941, and were fired on by our artillery
and jour tanks, but it is not known how much damage we did to them. We brought mortar,
artillery ami direet tank fire on the depot in the vicinity of 801931 for the enemy was
observed digging in around that point, and we thought that they were using the building
as ajp OP. What we estimated to be five enemy tanks mwsee were observed moving around in
the sown of hecht Zxwmchirmxss xnohemoaekit. during the day, and = there was considerable
movement on the roads lead:x.ng into .b'.ech‘b from the east and north. Several ambulances and
halftracks were moving south on the Poteau road, During the morning our "BY Gompan};_r
Platoon in the vicinity of 826936 knocked out an enemy scout car and reported hearing
heavy vehicles moving to their east,
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Several dismounted patrols moved up close to this block from the east and morth, but they
were turned back by machine gun fire from our tankss

Due to the lack of Infantry the Battalion I and R platoon was attached to the "B
Company platoon which was located at 826936 with the mission of outposting the tanks. IX
Lt. Colman, the Platoon leader was wounded by enemy machine gun fire in the afternoon
while attempting to get his platoon inte postion around the tanks.

During the afternoon the road block in the vicinity of 829915 was strengthened by
the AT platoon of Gompany "C" of the 3B 38th Armored Infantry Battalion. ihe two towed
5710 AT guns which were put into position at this point, and they coordinated their local
security and fields of fire with the "B" Company #=xkm tank platoon.

gpoughout the night of 18th and 19th of December 1944 small patrols moved into
our positions from the vicinity of necht. Several times plamEzomxexiom® flares were
fired by the enemy and bazookas were fired at our tanks, but mo large xscale attack was
attempted. kivery time vehicle movement was heard in the vicinity of the underpass,
artillery, mortar and assault gun fire was placed on that point. We also placed artillery
fire on the road junctions which had been registered in during the afternoon. The
Infantry which was outposting our tanks laid down heavy small sarms and automatic weapons
fire on the enemy patrols and thus prevented any large scale infiltration, however o
or three snipers did get through the line and took up positions in buildings in our areae.
Heavy vehicular movement was heard in the town of Hecht throughout the night and Company
"B peported dismounted patrol activity in their areas and vehicular movement on their
east flank,

19 December 1944
.. .Throughout the day we continued to direct artillery, mortary assault gun, and fank

_fire on any observed movegent in the town of Rechte, At 1549 the GCR Commander visited

our CP and infeormed us that two artillery forward observers Irom the 440th Field Artiller;
Battalion were on the way to us and the observers reached owr position shortly after
that. Lte Gollins, one of the rield Artillery observers was assigned to Company "A", and
he immediately took his position with that company and started putting artillery.on

eneny positions. Lte Schwartz was attached to the "B Company plagoon in the vieinity

of 829915 so that.he could protect our right flank and rear with artillerys

At 1545 we received notice that we were transferred to CCB and for the present
our mission was to remain the same, that is we were to hold our present position, and
We were to send a Battalion Officer and an Officer who was familiar with our situation,
to CCB Headguarters at Cromback. Lt. Felton was sent to CCB Headquarters immediately
with our situation and Lte Col. Warren who was returning to his Headquarters was to =mmn
send our regular Battalion Officer who was at CCR Headquarters to CCB Headguarters.

At 173¢ several rounds of heavy mortar shells fell in our area, one shell hitting
near the Battalion CP. half-track and wounded the Battalion Intelligence Sergeant, a
radio operator who was in the track and another enlisted man, Another shell hit close to
one of the assault gun platoon tanks and wounded two men. The Gompany "D Commander was
also slightly wounded and evacuateds e

fhroughout the might of the 19th and <0th of December 1944 we used our artillery
exstensively to our front and on the right or east flank, Strong dismounted patrols
Were active to our front and on the east flank. The "B" Company platoon which was in
the vicinity of 826936 reported enemy tank motors and half-tracks to their east
throughout the night, and they felt sure ERECGEHEXRTIX that the enemy was assembling
for an attacke One group of dismounted enemy estimated to be at least a company moved
up close to the platoon somewhere in the vicinity of 827936, and the rield Artillery
observer placed several concentrations of artillery in that area and the enemy did not
advance any closer to our positionsfvy g ard observer could not observe

I - L




AALALAVOIT I

Authority AJND 7550/ 7
ByL& NARA Date 7-/705

-

3

e R e

Hq 17th Tank Bn, After AGTion REPoTt, wonth of December 1944 (Cont'd)

the fire on the right flank, but it was adjusted by Lt Hoffman the tank platoon lead—
er. The artillery was used extensively throughout the night and we feel that it kept
the eremy from closing on our position., We cannot praise too highly the work of our
artillery, for we were definately in & tough spot, with the enemy on our Horth West,
North, Bast and with a strong possibility of an atvack from the South or our rear, and
we are of the opinion that our abtillery discouraged the enemy from closing in on our
position, This action also reemphasized the fact that every tanker is a potential
forward observer for our artillery can deliver the goods if tihey get the requests and
instructions. In an armored Division, we have always found it possible to get the
requests back by radio even though they might have to be relayed through several sta-
tions. :

20 December 19i4:

Prior to {8@f on this date we received orders from CCB to move the Hattalion
and the attacked Infantry to the town of Sart lez, St Vith, at coordinates 816899.

The Battalion Gommander called a meeting of ail bohm ny Commanders and issued
the follewing erders for the withdrawal. The forward cbserver wes o call for smoke

along the railroad at @92¢, to screen ouvr withdrawasl and the leading element was to
start moving at §925, or as soon thereafter as the smoke became effective., The units
were to move out in the following order: Company A; the Infantry Co-”i::\aqw Battalion
Headiuarters and Headguarters Company, Company B, Company D, and Company C. GCompany

G mas to hold their positien and fight a rear guard action; if it became necessary,
onrtil all elements had withdrawn., At the time Company A started moving, and on order
of Battalion the forward observer who was located in the vicinity of 827917 was to

place smoke to the South and South East to screen our movement from the enemy who was
‘located at Neider Emmels and to the East, At the same tize the tank platoon, which was
loceated at this peint was to move oub and form a protective screen, generally along the
North-South road, te protect the column as it passed, The smoke was laid &t quoﬁ and
Company A of the 17th moved out, Frior to this, time, the Infantry had been nmoved to
the near and mounted in their halftracks. At #9300 the B Company platoon, mhich Was to
protect the Bast flank of the column knocked out an enemy light tank, in the vieinity _
of 830918 and captured an enery halfirack with four prisoners. The withdrawal proceeded
very successfully and the enemy did not pursue us, or attempt to stop the withdrawsl.
At the tise we received orders to withdraw we wWere instructed to put one medium tank
Company and one platoon of Infantry in a definite position just Bast of Sart lez, St
Vith to block the roads from the Hast. 'lthis forece was to tie in with elements oi the
Hen Bri. and tne 31st Tank Bn. &nd was to be under the command of it Col BUILAN, Comp—
any A& of the 17th was desig muad by fthe battalion commander for this Jjob and the Bat—
talion boumamer pulled the Company off the road Jjust Bast of the town as directed and
supervised toeir going into position and tne company was tiled in with the othier units,
Conpany & was in position by 1#15 and the remsineder of the force was closed in the
town of Sart Iez, St. Vith by 120¢.

The Battalion fxecutive Offficer went to Lt Uol Buriaw's €.P. for further orders.
it 1230 the Battalion received orders to move the force to an.assembly area near ihe
the town of Bovigny and to repert to Lt Gol Juiws at that point for furtner orders,

‘The route was to be through Henderhauser, Grombacih, Sraunlauf, waldinger, Beho and
Bovigny. the Battalion minus A Company moved oub at 1_-594;5 angd arrived in the vicinity
of povigny at 15¢f. Company A remsined with the task force BOYLAN ard its actions
while in that task force will be found in their report.
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At Bovigny the Battalion Commander found that his force was under the command
of It Col JONES, who cormended a-force known as task force JONES-HERAID, he also learned
that the 17ch Tank Battalion minus Company & and plus what remeined of the Infantry
Company was actually the Division mobile reserve and that It Col JONES was not to commit
the Battalion without permission from the Division Commander. So the Battalion was
pulled in to an assembly position in Bovigny, with orders to remain on a strict alert,
and to await orders. The Battalion was used for the loeal security but was not given
any other mission. The Battalion remsined in position at Bovigny throughout the night
of 20th and the 21st of Deceuber. :

During the actiorn at Recht the Battalion sustained the Trollowing vehicular
losses: Company A lost two tanks, which were disabled by 4T fire, Company G lost six
tanks and ore assault gun, three oi the tanks and the assault gun were aisabled by
eneny bazooka and AT fire and three tanks were mired down in the mud and could not be
recovered at the time we withdrew, Company D lost five light tanks, twe of which were
disabled by enemy fire and one with a broken track, and two were mired down in the mud
and could not be recovered, Une Service Company two and one half ton truck was stuck
in an area that wzs under heavy enemy fire and was destroyed, Persornel lossés for the
period were two officers and six Enlisted Men, all of which were evacuated,

21 Decerber 19LL
.. The Battalion remained on a strict alert in the Bovigny area throughout the

wipiek day. The Battalion Commanding Qfficer and Staff stsyed clese contact witn the
JOIBSWHERALD Heedguarters, to stay as wedl up with the situation as possible. 'The
Batitalion was refueled and resupnlied with amuunition and rations. Since It Col
WEwrLs!S force of the 17th Tank Bn (minus Co "A") and what remained of Co !"G" of the
38th.Inf Bn was the Division Reserve, we knew.that we might be committed at any point
on the Division front, so at 173¢ the Battalion Commander called a meeting of Company
Commanders, and gave them all of the friendly and enemy situation which was evailable,
and announced & tentative march order of Bn I & R Plat., Company "B" 17th, Company "C"
38th, Bn assault gun Plat., Bn Morter Plab., Bn Hq & Hgq Co, and Cempany "DV, AllL _
elements were instructed to remain on the strictest alert, s

At 2¢05¢ the Bn Commender, the Bn S-2, and Lt Col JOuKS went to Division Head-
gquarters at Vielsalm to get orders and make plans for the next days operations, Lt
Col WEiPLE was ordered to move the 17th Tank Bn (minus Co "AM) early the following
morning to the vieinity of Crombach and to report te the CCB Commander for further
orders, Company "C" of the 38th Inf., was detached from the 17th control,

During the day of the 2lst, our Service Company moved from the vicinity of
Laroche to an area in the vicinity of Jouhieval and joined up with the CCB trains,
In making this move the Company ran into some enemy activiiy, but managed te get
throush by a route to the north without losses; OSome fuel and ammunition trucks
had been sent to us by the Service Company Just before we moved out of Recht and we
had practiecally re-supplied there, Re-supply was completed while in Bevigny on the
2lst, Our ration supply was supplemented by some rations which our =4 picked up
at a ration dump at Gouvy.

The time of departure for the move to Crombach was anncunced as @515 on the
following morning and the march order was to remzin the same with the exception that
Company 'C" of the 38th was not fo meke the trip.

22 December 1944

; Tne leading elements crossed the I P at @515 on the march to Crombach. It
was very dark at this time, and it was raining and snowing so the march wWas very sloWe
In addition to this, the traffic to the west from Crombach was heavy and the road was

very congested. However, we managedfTo ke and arrived in the ?)

wEaala 1

vicinity of Crombach at @755.

==,
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Tne Bn Commander and the Company Commanders reported to the CCB Commander at
Crombach for further orders. Company "C" was ordered to move through Crombach to the
east and take up a position on the high.ground in the vicinity of 837866, and Company
"B" was given a mission of securing a position to the north of the town of Noundorf,
but their orders were changed before they got into positicns Company "GV moved on
into and drew heavy AT fire from their right front:. Two tanks were hit and damaged
by the AT fire.

Company "D" was sent to Hinderhousen to join up with Lt Col BOYIAN'S force and

~felp hold that positiong

., , At @837 the Bn Ex and Command half-track moved back to the vieinity of Commanster
wheére CCB Hg was now located. This was done to insure communications with CCB Hdae.
The Bn Commander and S-2 set up an advance C.P, in the town of Crombach in conjunction
with the "Wyoming" (31st Tank Bn) C,Ps The I & R platoon and the Bn Med. Det, remained
in Crombache 5 : :

At 125¢ the CCB Commander ordered Lt Col WEMPLE to take command of a force con=
sisting of B and C of the 17th, the mortar platoon, and the assault gun platocn, and
Companies A & B of the 38th Inf Bne Company A of the 38th had about 110 men and three
AT guns, and Company B had about 45 men, Lt Col WEMFLE was to use this forece in set-
ting up a ferensive line along the high ground to the east of Crombach, generally along
the line from coordinates 819866 to 825855, In setting up this position, Company B

- of the 17th was deployed along the line from 819864 to 825855, Company B of the 38th
Inf was attached to this company and it's 45 men were dug~-in in a position to the front
of the Company B tanks in the vicinity of 824857 to screen the tanks as much as possible,
The Company A men of the 38th were dug-in in a position in the vieinity of 81986k to
816866, The three AT guns of company 4 were set up in the vicinity of 819864 to cover
the road to the north and the area to the east, this position offered excellent fields
of fire in both directions. Cempany C was assembled in the vicinity of 815862 with
the mission of holding itself on a strict alert as a mobile reserve and to cover the
area to the north and south with fire. The mortar platoon was moved into position
in the vicinity of 819862 with the mission of being ready to fire on targets to the
east and norths The assault gun platoon was put in position in the vieinity of 808863
as a road block and to place fire down the RR track to the east. The railroad running
generally east & west between Cromback and Noundorf was Lt Col WEMPIES left or north
boundarys The RR is in a deep cut, practically all of the distance between the two
towns and it offered a possible avenue of approach to Crombach from the east, part-
icularly for dismounted troops. There was an overpass over the RR at 819867 and we
had this point covered by Inf AT guns, two tanks from Company B of the 17th, and the
mortars were in a position to lay fire on ite During the afternoon we cbserved enemy
vehicular movement in the town of Noundorf and enemy tanks were reported in the vicin-
ity of 830870

At 163¢ a F.0. from our Div. Arty. reported to Lt Col WEMPIE and he was assigned
to Company Be The F,0. did not have a tank so he was placed in one of the Company B
tanks, and he immediately began firing on enemy positions to the east. :

At coordinates 828848 the patrel did not contact the 9th Armd Divegt the appointed
spot, but they found them about 3/4 of a mile further east from that point, The patrol
asked the 9th to send elements Lo tie in with us but the 9th said that they could not
do ite ! G

Just about dark an undetermined number of enemy Inf supported by at least one tank
was reported advancing from the sast to west &.ong the RR track. Our F.0. attempied to
place artillery fire on them and Company G was ordered to move & plateon of tanks

. ¢loser to the BRR Trackand to place fire on tbe e yo pc=an]t guns were moved
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to a position in the vicinity of 813858 to block the Noundorf road. The TD's and
some Inf elements which wers blocking the RR and road in the vicinity of 808863 and
protecting our left flank withdrew to the south-west part of town to the vicinity of
coordination 812857, and the Wyoming C.P. moved back to the CCE C.P. at Commansters.
At this time It Col WEMPLE ordered the iled Det., to move back to a position south
and west of Crombach. and he moved his Command Tenk to a position in the south-west
edge of twon &t coordinates 812857, By 183¢ at least one enemy tank and an undeter—
mined number of ememy Inf were in the northwest part of the town of Crombach. An
enemy tank moved up to the vicinity of coordinates 819867 and fired on our Inf, pos-
s+ions in the vieinity of 8198os azo knocked out one AT gun, Ememy Inf. also attacked
this position, Our B Company left flank tanks located in the vicinity of 821864 fired
on the enemy tank and Inf. and held their position,

. By 195§ most of Compary A of the 38th Inf had withdrawn and ourCompany G was
receiving heavy AT fire and small arms fire from the RR track to their north and
east, and AT fire from a position somewhere in the vicinity of 809863 which was to
their rear, &nemy Inf had infiltrated into their tank positions and were firing
on the tanks with small arms & bazookas, and the tanks had no friendly Inf to pro-
tect them from the enemy bazooka men, By 215 things were really getting hot in
"the Company G section and on the left flank of Company B. The enemy was using
flares and bazookas and Company C was drawing AT fire from three sides, north,
east, and west. At about 2125 Capt URBOK, who commanded Company C of the 17th,
lost conmtrol of his Compary and ordered his men to abandon their vehicles, for he
thought he was completely surrounded. The Bn Commander did not know about this
action until about 2145, and by 221¢ nhe had the men back in their tanks, and the
Cempany Commander had the situation under control again, :

The assault zun platoon received several rounds of bazooka fire at 2135, but
did not knock out any vehicles. At this time the assault guns were pulled back
abeut 200 yards bo tie in more ¢losely with the defensive setup which Lt Col WELTLE
was orgamizing on the south-west edge of town, Abount half of Company & of the
28th Inf returned to the vicinmity of the 17th C.Pe, but the men were in such cop-—
dition that they could not be reorgenized and put back in the line, so they were
used in setting up the defensive position on the west edge of town, Capt READ
snd three of his TD's from the &lith T.D. Bn assisted greatly in setting up this
defensive position, By 2215 things had gvieted down considerably with only small
arms fire coming from the town, and very litvle activity in C and B Company sectors.
1+ Col WEMPIE ordered all troops to remzin on strict alert and that we wwould hold
all positions until we were ordered to withdraus.

it 2150 we received word that & task force was pbeing sent from the uwnit on cur
right to retake the town of Cromback and help us out of our trouble, This heln was
to arrive prior to 2Lf. ~ Taroughout the night there Was Snsiuy patrol activity
along the B Company line, but the company held and repelled all attempts to get
through their positions. Hnemy sank movement was reported in the town of Houndors
and in the vieimty of 820870. One enemy tank attempted to coue up the road from
Noundorf through the Company B position, but was fired on and it withdrew. One
eneny tenk got around the left flank of Company B, and moved up behind their pos-
ition to the vieinity of 817862 at which point it was fired on by Company G taniks
and by the mortar platoon, and it withdrew back toward the RR. Company B of the
38th Inf which was with Company B of the 17th held its position well taro ughott
the nights

23 December 19 ' : ;
T At (217 a 15 man friendly patrol which was lost from an engineer outfit on
our right flank came into our mortar platoon position, and after they were ident-

ified they dug in around the mortar positien te help hold that position untilé) : L’f

morning. TS :
- oW L rac @ﬂ !
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. hbout @LPP we received word that we would not get the help from our friends
on the right and that the plan had been changed. ;

At @5PP several rounds of mortar fell-.in the Battalion CP area, but no damage
was done, All elements were again alerted and instructed to be prepared to repel
anytihing that the enemy might throw at us.

At ¢61g our “CY Company reported enemy patrol in his position. At @512 our
WEN Company reported enemy patrel in strength on their left flank which was fired
on.by our tarks, and it was thought that many of the enemy patrol were killed or
wounded. The enemy patrol withdrew.

At @630 Lt. Col, WoLFiE was ordered to withdraw his force to the west, ihe
plan was for the assaunlt guns to move to the road junction at 813858 and fire
about 20 rounds of HE to the north east straight down the main street and in any
buildings where Germans were known to be, VWhile this was going on, the force which
was assembled in the vicinity of coordinates 812857 were to move to the southwest
toward Braunlauf, then the assault guns were to follow, then Company "C", then
mortar platoon, and Gompany "BY, A1l Infantry men and men who did not.have rides
were to be picked up on tanks and carried out by them.Smoke was to be placed on the
rorgh and east sides of the town of Cromback, 411 vehicles except the tanks were to
continue to the west along the route of Braunlauf, ilaldange, Beho, and Boviszny. ibhe
tanks were to assemble on the high ground north and east of braunleuf in the vicinity
of 806847 and await there until all tanks were assembled, them move on to the west.
The tank companies were instrucied to come oubt fast and to come out shooting at the
towne If the mailn road was blocked, the tanks were to by pass the town te the souta
using any way avallable, trails or even cross country.

the assault guns moved into position at 53718 and started firing and the CP
elements started moving west. ihe town was smoked and Company "G' started moving
out. the first tank in CGompany "C¥ was knocked out by an enemy-AT gun in the —
vicinity of 813858 and the road-was blocked so the remsinder of the ilurce by passed
the town to the south. there was a small stream crossing on this by-pass route and
the three mortar platoon tracks became stuck. the tracks wWere abandoned and the
crews rode out on "B Company tanks. At @735 as Company "B! Was trying to get out,

they knocked out one ensmy tank in the south edge of town, Company "BY continued to
fire on the town and to place smoke on it. By @835 all of the wvehicles which could
be moved were assembled in the viecinity west of braunlaui and the column started
moving on to the west through that town, By this time the enemy had occupied The
town of Sraunlauf and they fired on our column with S.A.,As we passed through. the
I & R platoon leader was wounded in this town and CGaptain UnBum the "GV vompany
Commanaer ana Lt. Olson from Company "C'" were wounded by snipers. o

the action at Uromback and the withdrawal cost the Battalion the following
vehicular losses: 4 tanks disabled by enemy fire, 4 tanks stuck and unable to be
recoverea, 3 half-tracks stuck which could not be recovered. Persornel losses were
four officers and tow enlisted men.

The Battalion moved on to an assembly area in the vicinity of Ies Baty,
arriving there at 183@. Upon arrival at Ies Baty the Battalion had the following
number of effective combat vehicles left: 18 Medium Tanks; 4 #105 MM assault gun
tanks, and 11 light Tanks. :
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_ The Bavtalion remained in the agsembly area at Les Baty until 15¢0f at which
time it moved out to a new essenbly area in the vicinity of Izier. The Service
Company joired the Battalion at ILes Baty and all vehicles were re-supplied with
ammuhition, fuvel, and rations.

the Battalion Commander attended a unit Commanders'meeting at CQB where he
learned that the situation was still critical and that kiexwwewy every available
men was needed in the Infantry. The Battalion had 96 men who did not have jobs at
the time in the Battalion for their tanks had heen knocked out so these men were
sent to the 23d Armored Infantry Battalion to fight with the Infantry until we
received tank replacements. Sevent ty of the imen were assigned temporarily to Company
HA" of the 23d Armored Infant ry Battalion znd 26 to Company B! of the 23d
Armored Infantry Battalion. : e

The Battalion Mortar Platoon had lost its wehicles and eguipment at Cromback
g0 eguipment was improvised for them. They obtained two mortars from tank recovery
vehicles and one 25 ton truck from Service Company and a captured German half-track
were assigned to the platoon. With this equipment the platoon was ready for action
again.

At Lgp the Battalion reverted to GCR control and was ordered to move to an
assembly sree in the vicipity of Iziers. The Battalion minus Service Company, which
remained in Les Baty area, moved out of the c.sserﬂb.ly area a‘o 159;& an.d closed. in the
new area at Iziers at 161g, Here Company "C!" of the ZRHNC 0 ; A
UERC TR H AR G BT HR AN 53d Expiomyr Angineer Bat ballon and one platoon of
o Company "CY of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion were attached to the Battalion.
CCR ordered.the Battalion to zsgign a medium % Company to each of the road blocks
at 428998 and 468970 and Company "A" was assigned to the former zand Company "CU to
the latter. The remainder of the Battalion plus one pla‘E.OOP of Engineers were Lo
remain in the town of Iziers zs a mobile reserve. The I & R platoon was to patrol
the road between the two blocks,

25 December 1944
At 0390 the Battalion and the attached Engineers and Infantry were alerted for

movement to the vicinity of Werbomont at which point the Battalion Commander was to
contaet an officer from Division Headquarters and get further instructions. at
@415 the Battalion moved out of Iziers and procesded along the route of My, Ville,
lalacord, lantroul, and Jerbomont. At Werbomont the attached Infantry was pulled
out of the colurn and sent to the south to the wicinity of Manhay to help CCA which
was in a fight at that point, The remainder of the Battalion was halted on the
road and 3“1 crews stayed on their vehicles for it loocked as if it might be ne—

cessary to mmmz@ send the whole force down to help CCA at lianhay. Finally at about
@93¢ the Battalion and the atvached Engineers were ordered to puil offtthe road
and take cover in the woods to the west of VWerbomont, but -everyone wes to remain
on the strictest alert.., The Battalion Headguarters was set up in & building at the
road junction at Werbomont and the Battalion Headguarters Conpany was pulled into an
agsembly area Just north of the road jumetion. &t sbout 163§ the tank Gorpanies

and the attached B Enzineer Company were noved te an assembly area in the olclmty of
Champ—de-Harre. This force was the Division Reserve and was to remain on an alert
to be commtted where and when the Division needed it. The Hxecutive half-track and
the =Batuaj_10n Headguarters section moved to the DlVlSj on Tacticel Headouarters at
St, Antoine at 180@, This was done so that the Battalion Comuandér would be near
t hand to receive orders in czse the Divisien Gc- pander had to commit the
attalion, i‘he Eat talion Headouarters amintaiined contect with the companies by radie
}-\ e =5




= R AALA L AVOIT I

Authority AINDZ350r 7 |
By<& NARA Date 7-/7-05

S 4

e
Hy, 17th Tank Bn, After Act il (Conttd)
26 December 19il -

. During the morning the Battalion 5-3 and S§-2 set up an sdvance CP with the
Companies in the vicinity of Champ~de-Harre and the Battalion Commander cnd the
fxecutive Officer maintained the rear near CP at St Antoine, During the day the
Cempany Commanders made & reconnsissance of the routes and terrain te the south
to the vieinity of kanhay. There were many of our minefields in this arez and each
officer was given an overlay showing their position, : ' :

27 December 1944

. At QLPF we received an order to send one tank platoon into the town of
lianhay to support the 3d Battalion of the 517th Paratroop Battalion which had re-—
taken the town dmring the preceding afternoon and might. ‘this Para-troop Battalion
was to send an officer guide to lead our tanks into position. 1t, Hoffmans platoon
of Company "B" was ordered to perform this mission. ‘lhe platoon moved out of our
assembly area.at @73¢ and at 83@ we received a message from the platoon stating
that it was in the town, but that they could not get the tanks into position in the
south part of town because a UGerman AT weapon wus zeroed on the road to the south
and kmocked out anyting that idormes tried to move into pesition in the south part of
town, and they placed artillery, mortar, AT and S.4. on our positions in the town,
ihe gunner dn one of cur tanks was killed by AT fire, but that was the only
casualty. :

At 115¢ the Battzlion Gommander was in the Yicinity of Mont-Derrieux ana
observed our P 38's bombing some of cur own troops. He callied by radio and re-—
ported tiis and it was relayed on to the Division Headjuarters where tie Air Uorps
Was informed, and the bombing was stbpped. _

By 1945 it. Hoffman reported that he had the situatien under control, even
though they were still receiving some SA and mortar fire,

At 231§ we received a report irem nigher intellignence that the enemy woula
attack llanhay during the miight or early morning so our troops were warnéd as well
as our reserve troops in the vicinity of Champ-de-Harre.

28 Uecember 1944
- - the eremy dia noT atuack av lanhay, but all troops remained on the alert
throughout the day.

Late in the afternoon we received word that the 2d Battalion of the 517tn
Para-troop regiment was to move to a position in the vicinity of 532930 with the
mission of counter attacking in the event the enemy attacked the town of Manhay.
What remained of the 17th Tank Battalion was attached to to this 2d Eattalien of the
517tn for the pirpose of supporting any action which the Battalion might have, The
Battalion Commander of the 17th Tank Battalion and his S-2 coutacted the 517th
Reginental Commander and the 2d Battalion Commander and discussed plans for a
counter attack. The Battalion S-2 with one of the Battalion Command Tfnks for
communications remained with the 2d Battalion CP as liason between that unit and
the 17th Tank Battalion, The 17th Tank Eattalion Tanks were to remain in the
assembly position at Champ-de-Harre ppoocm until they were needed. The enemy did not
atback during the might so the 2d Battalion of the 517th did not counter-attacks

29 December 19LJ, : 3
. . There was not an attack during the day and all elements remained in the same
placesy
One tank in the "B! Compan
artillery fire and Captain STl
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29 Uecember 1944 \wont'd) :
town to see about recovering it and the vehicle was recovered by towing it from the
town. X
During the @arly evening we received word that the Battalion would be relieved
sometime during the night and moved back to the viecinity of Ville with the whole
Division for a rehabilitation period.

30 December 194k _

. At @l@5the Battalion was alerted for movement and at &% @454 the Battalion
roved to the west through Yerbomont en route to Ville, The Battslion closed in the
assembly area at Ville at @63@. The remazinder of the day was devoted to meintenance
and getting the men fixed up as comfortable as possible in billets.

The Battalion was placed under CCA control on this date.

31 Decenber 194L

.. . Ihe Battalion remained in billets in Ville throughout the day znd time'was
devoted to maintenance and rehabilitation, By this time the Battalion had received
several vehicular $eplacements and the Battalion combat wemimies vehicular strensth
was: 2 tanks in Battalion Headguerters, 2 assault guns in Battalion assault gun
platoon, 8 tanks and one -assault gun in Company "B%, 9 tanks in Company "C!, 9 tanks
and one assault gun in Company BAY, and 11 tanks.in Company "D", Ninety-twe of the
men who had been attached to the 23d Armored Infantry Battalion temporarily had re-
turred to the Battalion zand 4 mffixexx of the men were still carried MIAs

2-Incls.
brel 1, Tog
Incl 2, Messages for period(l Dec to 31 Dechh )
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Subject: After Action Heport, lionth of November 1944.
Tos The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. G. (Through Channels)

1 November 1944 :

The' 17th Tenk Bu was in a bivouac area about ond and three-quarters of a mile §
South of the town of Mazrheeze in the vicinity of coordinate 530011. The Battalion B
was under CCWRM Control and at 0915 the battslion was alerted for a move to another ==
bivouac ares zbout two miles to the South-Esst in the vieinity of 545007. The bat-E =
talion moved out at 1055 snd closed in the new bivousc ares at 1145. The new area
afforded fairly good concealment énd all vehicles were dispersed as much as possible
and camouflaged. This move was made so that the battalion would be closer to the
line which the division was holding. The battalion was in reserve but CCMR® wanted
the battalion up close enough to the line so we could be moved up quickly if we
were needed. : a

At 1440, Company "C® of the 17th Tank Bn was alerted by CCYE"™ for a move to =
sn assembly area in the vicinity of 590000. The Company was to remain in thig area
under CCURM control as a moblle reserve to be used anywhere glong CCMR®'s-Jine in
case they were needed. The enemy was not active on the CC'R" line and they did not ‘
think that "C" Company would be used, however they were instructed to remain on &n
alert status. At 1605 Company “CY mcved out from the battalion assembly ares znd
the Uompany closed in the new area at 1645. They were not in contact with the ~<=',mmt('Q
and were not committed during the period. The Battalion Headquarters remgined in
contact with Company HCR by F.IL radio throughout the peried that the company was
detached from the battalion,

That part of the battalion remalmng in the battalion area dwoted the remain
er of the day to vehicle and persongl egquipment maintenance.

-

2 November 1944
The battalion remgined in the bivouac area throughout the day. The battalion

comnander and staff inspected vehicles and personnel snd the battalion Supply officer
made a check of the battalion to determine what equipment and supplies ‘were. need'gd,i %E
Some of the men were carried to the town of Weert for showers.

3 November 1944 ? 5 53
At 0730 the battalion CO received a message from COURN Hg to alert the battalion
I and R Platoon for patrel duty and to report to CCYR® Hg for instructions. The
battzlion commander was informed thabt he would be in commagnd of g force composed
of the I & R Platoon foom the 17th Tank Bn and Company "B" of the 33d Armd Eng Bn
which force would take over the outposts along the canal betwesen coordinate 614992 -
and 618005 and would establish a patrol alongz the Vest side of the canal between
coordinates 612002 and 617002 and another patrol between coordingtes 614992 and
591979. Lt Col Wemple's Force was to take over the outposts and the patrols from |
the 23d Armd Inf Bn at 1500. 5
The battalion commander, his S-2 and the I & R Platoon Leader went to the Inf i
Bn CP prior to 1200 to complete the plans for taking over from the Inf. Between e@n
1300 and 1400, Lt Col Wemple met the company commander of Company "B" of the 33d
drmd Eng Bn and pointed out the positions that he wanted him to occupy and watched |
himmove his troops in. Lt Col Wenmple instructed the Engineers to lay a wire to his
advance CP which wes at 604007, which they did.The Engineer company commander had
contact with each of his three pletoon leaders who were in the defensive positions

along the line by telephone and Lt Col Wemple had contact with him (the Lng::ig?'eﬁ
on Lp »9@) by telephone and there was a telephone line fyom Lt Col Wemple's CP %j Qe

secrEr (9 wpweiw
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3 _November 1944 {(Cont'd)

The battalion S-2 with the I & R Platoon Lesder contacted the patrols which
they were to relieve and made a reconnaissance of the routes. The I & R Platoon
Leader was instructed to establish his CP at 590979 and to use two 4=Ton vehicles
in patrolling the Bast-West road along the canal bebtween that point- and coordinate
614991 at which point the patrol was to contact the Engineer outpcst., He was in-
struded to use another section of his platoon composed of two 4-Ton vehicles in
patroling the North-South road along the canal between coordinstes 618002 and 617022.
This patrol was to contact elements of the 33d Armd Eng Bn at each of the coordinates
mentioned. The patrols were to make at least one run over their assigned sectiors
each hour, they were to contact the Engineer outgosts on each run and make pogitive
enemy getion reports over their telephones to Lt Vol Wemple. The patrols were in-
structed to use their 510 radios in mgking reports only in cese of an emergency. The
I & R Platoon leader moved his platoon into position and took over the patrols prior
to 1500,

Company "B" of the 33d Armd Eng Fn took over the positions as ordered. It Col
Viemple moved his forward CP, which consisted of himself, his S-3, his command tank
and crew, 12 men from the battalion medical detachment minus elements which were
with other parts of te battalion, up to a position in the vieinity of 604007. In
addition to the telephone contact with GC"R® Hq, Lt Col Wemple mainteined radio
contact with his rear CP which wes back in the battalion bivouac area in the vieinity
Of 544007. There wad no enemy action along the line throughout the night.

OUn this date the battalion maintenance received a sufficient supply of track
extensions to put them on our medium tsnks on a 50% basis that is one extension on
every other block on each track and battalion maintenance, with the aid of the compeny
maintenance crews and tank crews started this operation. As soon as one of the tanks -
was completed it was given a test run in the mud and it was found that the flostion
was mach better and that the tank could cross ground that a tank without the exten-
sions would mire down on and get stuck.

, L November 1944

At 1345 the battzlion was slerted and informed that the 17th Tank Bn, minusg
Company "D®, the assult gun platoon and the assault zuns from each of the companies,
was being attached to CC"B® for a period of intensive training and that the battalion
would move to an area in the vicinity of Heugten. Company "D® snd the assault guns
were to be attached to GO'E® Hg gnd Lt Col Wemple was to be relieved of his duties
in comnection with his holding force at 1500, the I & R Platoon was to be relisved
of the patrol duty at the same time.

An area East of Heugten in the vicinity of coordinates 564043 was désignated
by higher headguarters as the battalion area. A billeting detail was sent out im-
mediately to pick out positions for the battalion and to post guides. The billeting
detail found that the area which had been designated was not tenable becsuse the
ground would not hold tanks. The billeting detail under command of Lt John S. Black,
started trying to find another ares.

At 1445 the battalion minus Co "D® and the assault guns moved out of the area
and closed in the new area in the vicinity of ccordinatés 544047 at 1650. Ho houses
were availlable for billeting the battalion but strew was available and men vitched
their tents and made themselves as comfortable as possible under the conditions. It
rgined during the af'ternoon and night but we had prepared for it se we were not too
uncomfortable, : Skt

The battalion CO and staff contacted CCYB* Hg to obtain information in Tegard
to the training which was to be given during the period,

e
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5 November 1944 . :

The battalion remained in the area in the viecinity of Heugten throughout the
day. Jraining was devoted to crew drill and fire orders.

The combat commander, Colonel Clark, assembled all officers at 1400 to explain
what would be stressed during the training period and to explain how his command
would operate as coordinated combat teams when the bresk through had been made.

%e had Catholic Services and Protestent Services in the bsttalion bivousc area
at 1030 and 1600 respectively. ‘

The bettalion was glven a guota of 2 officers and 27 Eifl to go to Paris on a
48 hour pass. The battalion was to furnish two trucks to transnort the men and the
group was to leave the battalion bivouaec area at 2400 on 5 Get. The battslion CO
allocated the passes to the companies on a strength basis and the companies deter-
mined wivo would get the passes by drawing.

A PX was moved into the battslion bivouac ares on this date and the men enjoyed
getting what supplies were availsble.

During the day we received a vopy of the problem or exercise which would be
- conducted by the CO"E" Hq on € and 7 Oct 44. Our Company "A" was to be used dis-
mounted as a part of the enemy for the problem for 6 Oct 44, but the remainder of the
battalion would not participate in the problem until 7 Cct 4. -

The battalion commender had a meeting of all officers at 2000 and explained
the CC"B®" exercise and arranged for the company commanders, and the mortar Platoon
leader to observe the exercise on the 6 Oct 44 which was to be performed by the
31st Tank Bn, 6 November 1944

The compenies received training under the supervision of the platoon leaders
and the con-coms in radio procedure, fire orders, and the detection and removal of
mines and booby traps.

The battalion commander, the staff, and the mortar platton leader moved out of
the bivouac area at 0800 to observe the exercise which the 31lst Tank Bn wes indulging
in under supervision of GC"B®" headquarters.:

4t 1400 we received orders to have a billeting detail report to GC"R™ Hq to go
with the GC"E® billeting detail to arrange for billeting the battalion in a new area.
The I & R Platoon, under the command of Lt Bartholomew, moved out of the bivouac srea
at 1630 to perform this mission.

At 1400 211 officers were sssembled in the 31lst Tank Bn area for a critique of
the exercise which had been conducted during the morning. Col 8 ark again pointed
out the necessity for the maximun use of all supporting weapons.

At 2000 the battalion commander assembled all officers to brief them on the
exercise which he was 1o conduct on the following morning. The troops to be used in -
the exercise were the Scout Section, the lMortar Flatoon, G Company, Company "DW of
the 31st Tank Bn, and the assault gun platoon of the 3lst Tank BPn. The remsinder of

» the reoops were to be simulated. The purpose of the exercise was to demonsirate the
combat commanders plan of having his command march in s farmation so that when OD=
position was encountered the command could go into an assault without regrouping
the troops. 4 copy of the problem is submitted with this report and details in
regard to the formation may be obtained from it 7 November 1944

Lt Col Wemple's force for the exercise crossed the 1P =t the designated time of
0800 and the ppoblem was terminated at 1235. The critique was held in the 31st Tank
Battalion srea at 1430. ;

The battalion commander, the staff and all officers and troops who were used
in the exercise derived excellent training from this exercise for it emphasized the
necesgity for coordinated staff operations, mewimum use of all fire powsr and that
every element in the command had a specific function which must be performed promptly
and thoroughly. ..

SECERET 7
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g ; -7 November 1 Cont'd)

During the afternoon the batt-lion commander received the information that the
battalion would revert to CCHMEW control andmove 1o an sres South-Bast of Maastricht
in the vicinity of the town of lheer. The move was to start at 0710 on 8 Oect 44 and
our billeting detail was to join the ccolumn in route and guide the battalion into the
assigned grea. VWhile in the new area the time was to be devoted to training and re-
hgbilitation.

Company "D" of the 17th Tank Bn and the Adsssult Gun Platoon moved into the
battalion bivouac area during the afterncon and were to march with the battalion to
the new area.

At 1930 the battalion commander assembled the company commanders and issued the
orders for the march., The order of merch was to be battalion Hg, Hq Co, Co "AS,

Co "G®, Co "B%, Co "DW, ond Service Co. The companies were instructed to keep a
strict air glert during the march and to mgintain intervals at halts. The battalion
was to move out by liasion with the 8l4th TD BEn and the companies withing the bat=
talion were to move out by liasion with the company preceeding it. The route of
mgrch was to be West to Masrheeze, South-East to Weert, South to Stamproij, Kinroy,
ligeseyck, BEelen, Dilsen, Lanklear, Eysden, lNaastricht, East to Margreten, South to
Hoogeruts, West to Noorbeek, and Nofth-East to Bergenhuizen., The battalion commender
designated the battalion executive officer and the battalion 5-2, who were to ride
in quarter-ton vehicles, fo assist lm in checking the batialion column while in
route. DHach company commsnder wes instructed to "ride® his column to see that the
division and battalion S.0.P.'s for marches were strictly complied with during the
march. 8 November 1944 _ :

The head of the column moved out of the bivouac area at 0710 end finally cleared
the town of Maarheeze at 0750. The march was very orderly and unevernfull and the lead
of the column reached the destination at Bergenhuizen at 1200. Due to the exceedingly
heavy traffic in Hlgastricht the battzlion column became split up in that town and the
battalion did not close in the new area until 1500 but our billeting detail had posted
guides in addition to those provided by higher hg so all stragglers found the area
without any trouble. The area which had been designated for the battalion only had
housing facilities for a battalion CP and a part of Hq Co. The ground was so soft
in the agrea that many of our tanks and wheel vehicles were stuck in moving into the
area. However, the battalion commander instructed the companies to make the best of
the situation until he could find better locations for them,

9 Hovember 1944

The day was devoted to maintenance and shifting snd adjusting the compgnies in
the battalion in order to obtain meximum benefit of the zvailable housing facilities
in the vicinity. The weather was very bad, it was cold and raining and the mud was
just about ankle deep almost everywhere. Since the purpose of this period was to re-
hibilatite and train the battalion, the battalion commaader with the assistance of
higher headguarters did every possible thing in trying to make the men comfortable,
however, it was not until several days later that housing facilities were obtained for

" all of the men.

10 November 1944

The weather was extremely bad with rain vpractically all day. Company "BF was
moved over to the town of Wheer where places were found for all of the men in thgt
company to have a dry place to sleep, Use was made of all aveilable barns, sheds,
and vacant rooms aznd in so doing the men were made much more comfortable.

Company "C" was moved into the East edge of the town of Noorbeek and sll the
men were billeted under some type of shelter. This company made arrangements with
the local school guthorities to use a room in the school house for a class room,
this room was also to be used by battalion headquarters for the officers school which
was to be conducted each day by the battalion €ommsnder for all officers in the bn.

SECRET :
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10 November 1944 (Cont'd)

Received training directive from GCUR® Hg where it was provided that the hours
from 0800 to 1200 and from 1300 to 1600 would be devoted to training and that there
would be an officers and NCO school of at least one hour duration each dsy. The
period from 1400 to 1600 each dsy was to be devoted to the care and maintenance of
vegicles and weapons. Military courtesy was to be stressed and the men were to be
kept oriented as to the situation to our front emd on all fronts as much as possible.
Immediate steps were taken to comply with this directive.

11 November 1944

The GCUR® training directive was followed throughout the day.

The battalion was directed by GCE Hg to relieve the 38th Inf Bn (Armd), of out-
post and patrol duty on the North South road through Hoogaruts and Terlinden. We
were to place outposts consisting of one tank at each of the following points:
665435, 660444, and 659457, We were to establish a patrol consisting of one g-ton
vehiele which was t0 patrol the road between the outposts, meking contact with the
outpost at 659457 snd outpost from the 33d Armd Eng Bn at 667424 at least once each
hour. The oupost at 659457 was to be contacted on the hour and the outpost at 667424
was 10 be contacted on the half-hour. We were to effect this relief by 1500. Conpact
was maintained with the patrol and the outposts by radio but we did not receive any
positive reports. This operation was discontinued by CC"R" Hq during the following day.

12 November 10/44
The battalion foilowed the training schedule throughout the day.

All officers snd men of the first three grades attended a meeting at CC"R® Hq
where Lt Col Taompson gave a talk on "Military Government after we reach Germany.
The talk explaineé many points in regard to the subject which will be very helpful
after we are in Germany. This was followed by a talk by the division commander.

During the period 13@f to 1y the Battalion ledical Detachment Personnel
received 1astrucuacas Lo vhe 336G Sngineer Battalion in how to enter anti-Persomnel
minefields to evacuate Wounded, '

13 November, 194

411 elements of the Battalion with the exception of one platoon from Ccumpany "A"
followed the concurrent training schedule during the day. The training schedule in-.
cluded instruction and practice in target designation and fire orders with the purpose
of training the crews to get in the first shot accurately. The Battalion Commander
insisted that the crews be trained to give fire orders as prescribed by the training
manuals, all crews were to be drilled on this until the orders were automatie, EHven
the crews that have been with the Battalion since the begimning were required to gake
this training for some of them have a tendency to develop their own technique of
giving commands instead of following the prescribed procedure.

One platoon fpmm Company "A" was used in sank-Infantry problem. The platoon was
used with one company of Infantry from the 38th Infantry Battalion, and the purpose of
the problem was to perfect the technique of Tank-Infantry coordination. This exercise
again emphasized the difficulty of communication and control as between the tanks and
Infantry. The tanks were equipped with telephones on the outside of the tank so the
Infantry could stand or lay on the ground and talk to the tank commanders: The tank
platoon leaders radio was on the Infantry Company Commanders channel so the Infantry
Conpany Commander could control the tanks by radio. The problem demonstrated how
effectively the tanks could be called up toxkakm over-run mechine gun positions and
thus protect the Infantry and how effectively the Infantry could be used to envelop
AT gﬁh positions and thus protect the tanks. This exercise was excellent training
and it is believed that all troops involved will benefit greatly by itse
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13 November, 1944 (Cont'd)

The weather was bad with rain at intervals. during the day which made training
difficult, 5 2

The Battalion I and R Platoon was given special instruction in terrain appreciation,
observation and field sanmitation by the Platoon leader.

All troops received an 8-2 orientation in which they were given all available
information in regard te the news on our various fronts.

The Battalion Scout or Patrol section was given practical exercises during the day
in which the basic principles of scouting and patrolling were stressed.

1 and 15 Hovember, 194

411 elements were engaged in concurrent training covering the subjects of crew
drill, fire orders, camouflage, military courtesy, range estimation, and terrain
appreciation.

; During the period that the Battalion was in this area we were allowed to send 15%
of the men and officers to Maastricht on passes. Arrangements were made for showers in
the town of Maastricht and the men were carried in at the rate of thirty men per hour
until all men had been accomodated., WQuartermaster laundry facilities were available so
the men were able to get their personal clothing cleaned and in good condition.

The Battalion Commander received Top Secret information in regard to possible
future actions for the Battalion, and he gave all officers in the Battalion all available
information in regard to the terrain on which the Battalion might be committed at a later
date, All officers were instructed toc make a careful map study of all the area to our
front and all available enemy information was passed on to the officers and men. &
careful study was made of all uncontrolled mosaics and photos which had been made
available by CCR Hg. The Battalion Commander kept all officers and men informed as to
future plans to such an extent as was possible without violating security regulations.

Officers School on the 15th was devoted to discussing plans for the XHINIDEXXTIN
CCR Tank-Infantry mxExzims exercises for the 16th and 17th of November, The exercises
were to consist of three problems the first of which was to start at #8@¢ on the 16th,
The troops involved were Company "A" of the 17th Tank Battalion, Company "A" of the 38th
Infantry Battalion, and Hy 38th Infantry Battalion plus supprorting weapons mortars amd
assault guns. The second problem was to begin at 140 and the troops involved were
Company "B" of the 17th Tank Battalion, Company "B" of the 38th Infantry Battalion, and
Bn Hg 17th Tank Battalion plus supporking weapons namely the assault gun platoon and the
mortar mmikmm platoom. The third problem was to begin at #8@f on the 17th with Company
"CH of the 38th Infantry, Coupany "C" of the 17th Tank Battalion, and the force ‘was to
be.commanded by the 17th Tank Battalion Executive Officer with 38th Infantry Battalion
kxecutive Officer as second in command. The purpose of the problem was to demonstrate
and enphasize the principles set out in annex #1 to Training Directives, 9 Hov 44, Hg
Teh Armored Division. -

The problems were to be conducted to the last of the North-South highway and between
the towns of Hoogruts and Reijmerstok. The force participating in the exercise was to
assemble in the viecinity of coordinates 674426 and the troops were to be briefed at that
point and the orders issued. For the purposes of the problem it was assumed that the
advance guard of the force which was proceeding north with the highway as the left
boundary had received small arms fire in the viecinity of Hoogruts and that the enemy was
known to be in the town of Reijmerstok. The force commander had decided to proceed with
the mission of taking the town of Rei jmerstok by attacking with the tanks leading and the
Infantry following mounted in their half tracks. The attack was to be made with two
platoons of tanks abreast each of which was to be followed by a platoom of Infantry and
one platoon of tanks and Infantry was to follow the left assault platoon as a reserve.
when the objective was reached, the right assault platoons were to envelop the town to
the east and north-east, the left assault platoon was to envelop the town to the west
and secure the approaches to the west and north. The reserve platoon of tam;s and
Infantry were to enter the town and clear it of the enemy. The force commander was to
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use his supporting weapons when and how he needed them.

The personnel of the Patrol Section of the 17th Tank Battalion were to be used
as the enemy., An orange flag was to designate an enemy AT weapon and the red flag enemy
gmall arms fire,

The Infantry was to remain mounted in vehicles until enemy AT weapons werse en-
countered at which time they were to dismount and attack the gun by establishing a base
of fire and enveloping it. After the AT guns were knocked out, the Infantry was to get
back in their vehicles and follow the tanks in the assault, This was to demonstrate
the mutual support than can be attained by perfeci coordination and cooperation between
the tanks and infantrye. 'The problems and the plans were simple and designed to em-
phasize the basic fundamental principles involved in combined lank-Infantry operations,
and they accomplished just that.

16 November, 194l

The troops not engaged in the CCR exercises received concurrent training in
their respective areas. OCamoflaging of all combat vehicles was emphasized and all
crews worked diligently tying wire on their vehicles so that shrubbery could be

fastened securely to the vehicles. The men really did an excellent job of camoflaging
the vehicles, and it is believed that it will pay dividends when the Battalion is com-
mtted again, Once the wire has been placed on the vehicles, the job of keeping them
camoflaged is relatively easy. for the shrubbery or natural material used in camo-
flaging can be added or changed with very little trouble.

‘The Battalion Staff, Company "A", Company "B", the assault gun platoon and
the Mortar platoon participated in the CCR problem and all troops and officers re-
ceived valuable training in Tank-Infantry tactics and operations. The problem of
commuhication and control and the necessity for detailed planning was again im-
pressed on everyone, As long as the Infantry was mounted in their vehicles, ‘the
problem of cemmunication was not so difficult for all the radios were operating on
mitual channels but when the Infantry dismounted, the problem became more difficulte
However control was maintained by the Infantry platoon leaders remaining elose to the
tank platoon leaders tank who he was working with or by leaving a runner with the
tank, Of course the force commander could stay in contact with both of the Company
commanders at all times by radio. SCR 300 radios had been installed in all of our
command tanks and contact was maintained very well by that means in the cases where
both the Infantry platoon leader and the tank platoon leader had that type of com=
mumication available. All of the Infantry leaders did not have the SCR 300 radios.
these problems pointed out very vividly the benefits that can be gained by the
Infantry pointing out targets to the tankse, and the tank crews were again impressed
with the value of and necessity for Infantry support in knocking out AT weapons.

1y November, 1944

Company "C" of the 17th Tank Battalion and Company "C" of the 38th Infantry
under the command of Major Dailey and the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion ixecutive
CUfficer went through the CCR problem. The SCR 300 radios were used in this problem
and the Force Commander reported that they worked very satisfactorily. The platoon
leaders of the tanks and Infaniry were able to maintain contact by this means and
thereby zm maintain control,

The remainder of the Battalion trained in their respective areas. During the
period that the Battalion was in this area a number of men developed trenech foot,
and the preventive measures that were taken were: each Ccmpany set up what we called
a drying room which was a place where all the men in the company were required to pull
off their shoes and socks and theroughly dry both them and their feet at least once
each day. frequently foot inspections were made by the Battalion Medical Officer
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and the Company Officers to see that the men.washed their feet and put on clean socks
frequently. If the foot inspection revealed any sign of trench foot, the man was sent
to the Medical Detachment where usually the trouble was cleared up by having the man
keep his shoes off his feet for a period and remain off his feet for a pericd of from
2L to 36 houes,

On this date we received notice that the following day would be a day of rest
with no EEmiEx duty or training except for necessary details,

18 November, 1944 '

There was no training or duty on this day, and most of the men in the Battalion
enjoyed it by simply doing nothing., The Chaplains arranged for both Protestant and
Catholic services which were attended by many of the men.

The Battalion Commander called a meeting of Company Commanders to discuss current
problems and possible future action for the Battalion. The Battalion was to be
attached to the 102nd Infantry Division to be used as a mobile reserve or to be used
to support that Division in making an attack in the vicinity of Linnich. DMore time
was devoted to a study of terrain and the enemy situation on the 102nd Infantry
Division front.

19 November, 1944

The companies followed the training schedule in their respective areas. One
hour was devoted to a refresher lecture and exercise on map reading, one hour was
devoted to the repairing of camoflage on combat vehicles, thirty mimtes was deveted
.to physieal exercises, and the usual thirty minutes for S-2 orientation and current
news talk. The period from 13¢p to 14@¥ was used for an inspection and cleaning of
gas masks. The period from Ligf to 16@f was devoted to the maimtenance of vehicles
and weapons with special emphasis being placed on the cleaning of the riding com—
partments of the vehicles and mhmmxfs stowage of the equipmenty There was a non=
Commissioned Officers' school from 4¢P to 15¢P on the subject of control and an
officers' xmimit school from 15¢f to 160 on the subject of Tank~Infantry coordination.

20 November, 1944

The day was devoted to concurrent training within the Battalion area. One hour
was given on the necessity for Tank-Infantry coordination and 2 refresher discussion
of the prineciples set out in Annex #1 to Training Directive of Nov 44, Hg, 7th
Armored Division. Two hours were devoted to instruction in terrain appreciation and
range estimation. Each company had the 30 .minute exercise period and the 30 minute
S-2 orientation. The periecd from l%ji‘l to 1400 was devoted to radie repair and pro=
cedure. The perioed from 14;?!95 to 16§00 was deveted to the usnal ¥ERizikax vehicular
and weapons maintenance

, 21 November, 194

Company "A" of the 17th Tank Battalion with Company "A" of the 38th Infantry
Battalion, and Hg 38th Infantry Battalion plus supporting weapons went through another
combined training exercise as problem under the supervision of CCR Hye This problem
was practically the same as the previous problem with the exception that it was
performed over different terraih. This time the attack was made on the west side of
of the north~south road with the line of departure being the Noorbeek Hoogruts road
and the objective dsixg being just soutn of the town of Ia Planck. Again the tarks
were to attack with the Infantry following up mounted in their half-tracks. The
agsembly area was Jjust south of the town of Terlinden on the west side of the Highway
and most of the Infantry half-tracks got stuck in moving cross country to the line of
departure so the problem was executed with the Llnfantry following the tanks dismounted,
However, for the purposes of training, this did not lessen the bernerits which were to
be obtainea from the exercise tor thne principles of mutual support practisea just the
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The force which went through this problem was again commanded by the Commanding
Officer of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, and the problem was completed by 1238¢
The Commanding Offiecer of the 17th Tank Battalion moved his force which was
composed of Company "B" of the 17th Tank Battalion, Company "C" of the 38th Infantry,
and Hg plus the morvare and assault guns of the 17th Tank Battalion, to the assembly
area at 120fa The force commander briefed his troops for the problem and issued the
orders and was prepared to cross the line of departure at 12¢%. However, the problem

was called off by GCR Hg and all troops returned to their bivouae areas. The 17th
Tank Battalion was alerted for movement the following day with detailed plans and in~
structions to come down later,

At 1508 the Battallon Executive Officer went to a meeting at CCR Hq where he re-
ceived orders HIENEXTNEIERE attaching the Battalion to the 84th Infantry Division.

He went immediately to contact the 84th Infantry Division Headquarters to obtain in-
instructions and crders as to our future operations. He had some difficulty in lo-
cating the Hq at Palenberg, Germany and received instructions to start moving the
Battalion at daylight on the following day to an assembly area in the ¥icinity of the
wvillage of Breil whnich is about one mile and a half south of the town of Geilenkirchen.

: The Battalion was to follow the route of: Noorbeek, Hoogeruts, Reijmerstok,
Margraten, Valkenburg, Klimmen, Heerlen, Waubach, Palenberg, Ubach, and to the assesbly
area at Breil. The 7th Armored Division was to furnish guides for the Battalion to
Heerlen at which point a guide from the 84th Infantry Division was to join the column '
and lead the Battalion into the assembly area, The Battalion Comnander was to report
to the 84th Infantry Division Headquarters as socn as his Battalion had closed in the
assembly area for further orders and instructions,

Even though guides were to be furnished, the Battalion Comnander instructed his
I and R. Plgtoon and the Eattalion Patrol Secﬁion to move out at F7@P on the fol-
lowing morming and to meke sure that the route was well msrked and to locate the
assembly area and have guides ready to move the Battalion right in.

The Battalion Commander called a meeting of Company Commsnders at 22@f at which
time he gave gll of them available inflormation in regard to the move. The route and
the following march order was given: Hq and Hq Company, Company "D%, Company "BM,
Company "C®, Company "A®? and Service Company. 411 vehicles were to keep a striet
alr glert, the rate of march was to be 15 miles per hour and the leading element
was to cross the I.P. at Hoogerets at @50 all other Companies were to follow the
preceeding Company by liaison.

22 November, 1944

Battelion Headquarters and Headgquakters Company moved out of the areas at g8
and crossed the I.P. at Hoogerets at ,dﬂ‘ﬁﬁ. The weather was extremely bad, very cold
and rainy but the march was made without any trouble to speak of. The 84th Division
guide did not meet the head of our column at Heerlen as planned, which caused about
a 15 minute delay, howevc-r, the head of our column reached the gssembly area at
Preil atl@55, Our I and B, Platoon had reached the assembly srea about two hours
prior to our arrival and the platoon leader realized that the area which had been
designated was not large enough so he made a Ren. of another area to the West of
the one originally designated end the Battalion Commandery moved the Battalion
into that area. The original gres which had been designated had not been clsared
of mines by the Engineers, in fact, they were still blowing German mines in the
area when we arrived. The assembly srea which was used was the best available but
the vehicles were crowded and the ground was soft, some of the vehicles were stuck
in maneuvering in position in the area. -The Battalion 0.P. was set up temporarily
in a concrete pill box at coordinates 266617 and the Battalion was assembled around
that point,

At 1137 211 elements of the Battalion _were instructed to remsin on g Strnc alert
status and the Battelion Commander went to Palenberg to contact the 84th Division
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for orders.

it l4ﬁﬁ the Battalion Commander returned to the Battalion C.P. with the
information that the Battalion was to bs moved to another assembly asrea in the
vieinity of Toherhof at Coordinates 882637. The Battalion Commander was to meet
with the Regimental Commander of the 334th Infantry Regiment, whose C.P. was st this
point and the Commander of the 638th, Tank Destroyer Battalion to discuss plans for
using the 17th Tank Battalion and the Tank Destroyer Battalion in repelling a
possible enemy counter-attack. The Battalion was in Division reserve and was to remain
on an glert status to be used as the Division Gesdired. :

A meeting of Company Commanders was called snd all svailable information was
given to them. The Company Commanders were ordered to leave their Companies in
Gommand of a Junior Officer and the Compeny Commanders of the line Companies were
ordered to accompany the Battalion Commander on g Ren, to the front lines in the
vicinity of Immerdorf, Jrummern and Suggzersth., & The Commander of Company B
was to famlliarize himself with the route to Prummern and to pick out a position’
in the vieinity of coordinates 891649 to which he could move his Company at night
to repel an enemy attack if it wers to become necessary to do so. The Company
Commander of Company ¥EX ™A™ was to select a route to Prummern and locate a position
in the vieinity of coordinates 904642 to 904649 to which he eould move his Company
if it became necessary G0 do so. The Company Commander of Compeny "G -wgs to pick oub
a position for his Company in the vieinity of coordinates 890641. The Company
Commander of Company "D® was to lock over the terrain in the vicinity of Prummern so
that he would be familiar with the general area. The assault gun platoon leader was
to locate a position for EX his guns somewhere in the vicinity of cpordinstes
892638 so that he could move his guns to that position gnd lay fire on enemy positions

in the vieinity of Beeck and Lindarn if it became necessary to do so. The mortar
platoon leader was to meke e Ren. of the area in the vieinity of Prummern.

The Compeny Comuanders were ordered to send one officer from each Company with
the I and R Platoon leader snd the Scout Section leader to the vicinity of the new
assembly ares to pick out a position for esch Company. The Scout Seetion leader was
to return to the present assembly area as soon as this mission had been sccomplished
and the Bgttalion was to be moved up to the new a ssembly position by the Battalion
Executive Officer. Service Company was to remain in its present location for the night
and until g more sulbable area conld be located for it.

The Battalion Commender, the S-3, 8-2, Compsny Commanders and Billeting Officers
nmoved out at 15@¢. The Battelion Commander gtopped by the C.P.of the 638th Tank
Destroyer BEattalion to contact the Commander and meke arrspggements for meeting him’
later in the evening to make plans for the coordination of the operations of the new
units,

Bhile the Battalion was still in this assembly area our Division Comnander
visited the Battalion. The Battalion Executive Officer accompanied him aronnd to
each of the Companies, :

The Scoul Section leeder retunned at 1545 and the Battalion Executive Officer
alerted the Battalion for immediate movement and issued the march order as Hq and Hg
Co. , Company “D", Compeny "B%, Company "AM and Company "C! The Battalion moved out
at 16ff and closed in the new assembly area in the vieinity of coordinates 882637 at
175¢. The Compeny officers guided their respective Companies into position in the
assembly area and a Battalion C.P. was set up in a large school building which was
in the center of the area. The building had been hit rather heavily by artillery
but the basement and part of the upper stories were in good condition, however, most
of the available room was occupied by the Repimental Haq, of the 334th Infantry 4?.
Regiment and the 628 Field Artillery Battalion C.P. There was no svailsble shelter

for the Companies so they put up their tenk tarps end protegied themselves from the
2 B CRET o '
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rain and cold as much as possible, however, they were not able to make themselves
very comfortable. : _ : :

At 193¢ the Commander and the Staff contacted the Hegimental Commander of the
334th and obtained all the information in regard to location of friendly troops and
enemy information on our front. The Battalion Communication officer arranged s
telephone line to be run to our C.P. from the 334th Infantry Reght., C.P. and in this
way we established televhone contact with the 84th Division Hq. The battalion was to
remain in the present areas in reserve until such time gs it was needed to repel an
enemy attack., The 334th Inf. Regimental MX¥XEXEN Headquariters did not believe that
a counter-attack was imminent, however, they made detailed plans to repel an abtack
and ordered our Battalion Comuander to work out a defensive plan in conjumction with
the Commander of the 638th Tank Destroyer Battalion. ZElements of the 10th PZ SS had
been identified in this ares and it was thought that they were in a position to
attack from the town of Lindern with tanks. It was known that there were about 7 tanks,
in the town of Eeeck. The enemy continued to defend the pillboxes in the Suggerate
sector very stubbornly. The enemy defended the Suggerate Beeck sector with an
estimated 6 Battalions of Infantry or troops acting as infantry, supported by at least
two Companies of Anti-Tank guns. During the previous day the enemy had counter-
attacked with 7 tanks supported by 30 Infantrymen in the sector south of Beeck.

Five enemy tanks were destroyed by Division foreces. The 115 PZ Ren. Pn. was thonght teo
be the strongest Battslion on the Division front with an effective gtrength of 200
troops. : * _

By 2035 all Company Commanders had completed their Ben. and were assembled at the
Battalion C.P. for further orders, At 210¢ It. Col. DAVIS who commends the 638th
Tank Destroyer Battalion ceme to our C.P. to work out a defensive fire plan with the
Battalion Commander. A copy of the overlay showingthis plan is enclosed.

The Battalion Commender ofdered the Company Commanders to return to their
Companies and to remain on s semi-alert basis throughout the night and to be
prepared to move out immediately on call by @6ff on the following day. All officers
hed made g thorough Ren of their proposed position to repel any counter-attacks on
order. In addition the Battalion Commander ordered the Company Commanders to take
thelr platoonz leaders end platoon Sergeant's on s personal Ren. of the proposed
position on the following morning. The Company Commanders were ordered to make a
personal Een. of the area north and east of Immedorf with the thought in mind of
picking approach routes in that direction in the event that an sttack should come
from the vieinity of Gereonsweiler.

- 23 November, 1044 7

The Battalion Hg. remained in close contact with the 334 th Infentry Regt., Hg,
through out the night but nothing developed. The enemy was inactive all along the
front., Therefore, the Company Commanders, took their officers on the Ren. soon after
daybresk as orderdd by the Battelion Commsnder. This Ren was completed by 1@3f and
all officers and platoon Sergeants were familisr with the terrain over which we might
hage to operate. The terrain in this ares was found to be very undesireable for use
by tenks, infact much of the terrain was so soft that tanks would be stuck if they
attempted to move cross country., The trails in the vicinity were extremely muddy
but they were thought to be passable for tanks. s '

The 334th Infentry Battalion had received reports that four enemy tanks were
dug in just south of Beeck in the viminity of coordingtes 976650 but other than
thah there were no reports of enemy srmor activity in the Suggersth, Beeck sectors
and this information was passed on to the Company Commanders.
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4t 1¢3¢ the Battalion received sn order from the &4th Division Hq, to alert a1l
medium Companies to repel an stitack coming from the vicinity of coordinates 922665 to
930651, The Battalion Commender oréered the Een. Platoon to mske a Ren. of an
approach route to this area immediately. The approach was to be made by the route of
, Immendorf, Apwerter, and Gersonswerter, The Companies were zlerted and warned to be
* prepared to be moved on notice. A few minutes later the Battalion GCommanding Officer
received notice that the attack from the pesition previonsly indicated was not as
immineny as thought but that one medium tank Company would be alerted and that the.
Battalion Commander with the Company Commander of that Compeny would report to
Cellophone C.P. at Waurichen for further orders. The Bettalion Commanding Officer
alerted Company MA" and instructed the Compsny Commsnder to report to Cellophone C.FP.
immediately, The Battallon Commander also carried the Company Commander of Compamy
4B* to Cellophone C.F. with him, Gellophone is the 405th Infantry Regiment of the 102nd
Infantry Division. Company "A® of the 17th Tank Battalion was chosen, by the
Battglion Commanding Officer, for this action becsuse the Company was to be moved
to an assembly area south-east of Prummern and that Company Commander had made a Hen,
of this grea and was familiar with it, At Cellophone C.P. the Division Commanding
Officer of the 84th Infantry Division ordered Company ®A® of the 17th Tank Battalion to
make g coordinated attack on the tomn of Beeek with the 405th Infentry Regiment 2nd Bn
in position slong the line 908659 to 911657, The plan was for Company "A® of the 17th
Tank Battalion to move up through the 405th Infantry and attack the town of Beeck. The
Tanks were to envelope or skirt the town to the west and to secure the ground in the
vicinity of coordinates 910667. As soon as the Tanks passed through the Infantry, they
were to follow up and enter and secure the town. At the same time other elements of the
405th Infantry Regiment was to attack Beeck from their position in the vicinity of
920656, Company ®A® was to move out of an assembly area in the viminity of 903638 into
the attack at 143@ at which time the slement on the right was to launch their attack,
The Battalion Commander of the 2nd Battalion of the 405th was of the opinion that
the enemy in Beeck could be easily overcome, He believed that there were not more than
_ four enemy tanks in the town of Beeck, ILt, Carter, who comasnded Company ®4® of
the 17th Tank Battalion contacted the Infentry Battalion Commgnder st Cellovhone C.F.
and explsined that he had eleven medium tanks and one 105 sssault gun which he would
use in the attack. His plan was to attack with two platoons abreast and in line with
the third platoon consisting of three tanks following in line in reserve. The assault
gun gnd the Company Commanders tank were to follow close behind the assault weve with
the assault gun directly under the Battalion Commanders control, Lt. Garterplanned to
move his Company in column from the assembly sres up through the orchard on the east
side of Prummern to coordinate 902647 at which point the Company was to move over to
the esast and form a line glong the high ground running east and west in this vieinity
then they were to move out in line on their attack to the north to the town of Beeck
and the objective. The Battalion Commander of the Infantry was to meet Lt, Carter in
the tank assembly arsa just south of Prummern in sufficient time prior to the time for
the attack to complete arrangements for communications between the Infentry and Tanks.
1t, Carter joined his Company in the tank assembly area at 1245 and issued his
orders to his platoon lesders and explained the plan of sttack. He tried to find the
Infantry Battalion Commander, ss planned, but was unable to locate him. He started
moving his Company up to the line of depsrture which was the east-west line behind the
high ground in the vicinity of coordingtes 905648 $0908648 at 1345 so that he would be
in position to jump off at 143f. He moved up to the orchard in order to keep his
vehicles concealed until fime for the attack. The ground in this area was very soft
and one tank got stuck in the vicinity of coordinate 903652 and three more were stuck
L in the approach north in the vicinity of 903645 and finally the Company Commender's
tank ran in a ditch in the vicinity of 906648 and overturned. He immediately got cut *
of his tenk which was out of action and got in the assault gun tank and resumed command,
Lt.. ﬁ_il_liams who was in command of the reserve platoon finally got his tenk stuck in the
v// vicinity of coordinate 908648 end the other two tanks over which he had comnand, were

mired down in the orchard, therefore, at 143f the Compsny Gommawi er hed five tanks .
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deployed on the line of departure ready for the attack in addition %o the assault
gun Tank in which-he was riding, however, he jumped off in the attack at 1437
regardless, Lt. Wilson hed command of what was left of the left platoon which was his
tank and another one and Lt. Wizenski had commsnd .of the right platoon of three tanks,
Lt. Carter proceeded with this asseult wave in a position on the left flank. They
moved up rather fast and as soon as they passed, over the high ground along the Iline of
departure, they started reveiving hesvy EEEKIXIEMFIXX Anto-Tank fire, artillery fire and
small grms fire from the town of Beeck to their front snd from the high greund to the
northeast of Beeck to their right front. The enemy positions were smoked by the tanks
and supperting elements baut Lt, Carter's tank received a direct hit in the turret at
about 150f and Lt. Nizenski's tank was knocked out a few minutes later. The tanks
passed through the Infantry but they did not follow the tenks as planned so the four
remgining tenks were pulled back to a covered position behind the Tfantry at 1535.
Lt.éCarter's tank was knocked ocut at 9012658 and It. Nigenskils tank was knocked out at
915687. ' :

The Battalion Commander mounbed in his Command Tank, moved to z position at 903640
at 1235 at which point he planned to contact the Infentry Battalion Comngnder end in
that way coordinate the attack ss much as possible, Right after he moved into this
position an artillery shell hit about one foot from his tank track and he received g
‘slight shrapnel scratch and his tank crew was shaken up some, but no one was hurt
seriously and the tank was not disabled. Battalion Comnanderfinglly esteblished contact
with the Infantry Commanders, but not until after the attack was lgunched.

The Battalion HIKE maintenance sections of both MAM and "BY Companies were sent up
to try to recorer the "AM Company tanks that were mired down and out of setion. The
Company recovery vehicles did not have track extensions on them so they could not
recover the tanks without getting stuck themselves.

At 171f 1t was getting dark and higher Headquarters ordered that all "AM Gompsnies
Tanks which could move, would return to the Battalion assembly area and the Gompany
would revert to the Battalion control. The Battalion Commander ordered that no
further attempt be made t0 recover the tanks that were stuek until morning at which time
Battalion maintenance section would assist in recovering them,

At 17¢@// 1t. Nigenski and all of his tank crew returned to the Bsttalion G.P.
They had escaped from the tank after it had been hit, just after they had Bailed out
of the tank, it csught fire. The crew were shaken up considerably but no one was
seriously hurt. Lt. Nizenski had very little hope for Lt. Carter having gotten out of
his tankfor he was sure that he was hit in the turret snd that the tank had burned.

He thought that possibly that It. Carter's tenk driver or assistant driver might have
escapett, - :

Capt. Pilet remasined at the Cellephone C.P. throughout the day so he would be
avallable for instructions in case it was decided to commit his Company.

At 1745 we received a message from checkmate 5 that an enemy bregkthrough had
been reported in the vicinity of Wurm but s short time later we were informed that the
report was not correct and that hhere had been no breakthrough.

At 245 Battalion Commander snd the Executive Officer went to the 334th Infantry
Fegiment C.P. to receive orders in regard to supporting that regiment in setting up
a defensé plant and they returned to the Battalion C.P. at 2250 with the plan at which
time it was given to the Companies. The 84th Division was to form a defensive line
end simply hold on their front and the 17th Tank Battalion was to support this defensive
set up. OCompany "B of the 17th Tank Battalion minus one platoon was attached o the
334th Infentry Regiment one platoon was to be attached to the 3rd Battalion of the
334th Infantry end was to move into a position in the vicinity of £98643 by #5004 on the
following morning, One platoon was to be attached to the first Battalion of the 334th
Infantry and was to move into a position in the vieinity of 904628 by §300 end the
Platoon leader Lt. Oberdan was to establish contact with the Battalion with the %3‘

: SR ERBT -5
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23 November, 1944 Gont'd.
Battalion Gommander.. Captain Pilat, the *B® Bompeny Commander, was to establish his
Company C.P, in the town of Prummern with the third Battalion of the334th Infantry
C.P. The second Platoon of Company "B" , which was commanded by Lt. Hummel, was to
remain in the present assembly srea as a part of the Division Reserve.

%G Company of the 17th Tank Battalion minus one platoon was attached to the 333
rd Infentry Hegiment which was committed in the Suggerath sector on the left of the
334th Infsntry Regiment, [The Company Commander and his Gompany was to remain in the
present area but he was to maintain liaison with the 333rd Infantry Regiment Head-
quarters and he was to Hen roubes of approach to the 333rd lines, so that he could
move his tanks up quickly if they were needed., One platoon from Company *C" was
detailed from the Company and was to remain in the present area as a part of the
Division Reserve.

The one platoon feom Company "B", one from Company "C* gnd the four effective-
tanks in Company WA were nlaced undev Lt, Hummels command and constituted the
mobile reserve., ¥D® Company of the 17th and the sssault gun platoon and mortar
platoon were also held in the original Battalion area in Division Reserve. The

Battalion Commander and all officers in the Reserve force were to make g Ren., of
routes to points where the reserve might be needed in the Division sector.

411 men in the Battalion had Thanksgiving turkey on this date., It was cooked
in the Service Company area and carried uvp to the men in the tanks. :

24 November, 1944

The "B" Company platoons moved into position during the night as ordered. The
Comnanding Officer of Company ®BY established his C.P. XX with the 3rd Battalion of the
334th C.P. as directed. Captein Urbom, the Commsnding Officer of Company HGH,

established liaison with the 333rd Enfantry Regiment and made Ren. of the rcutes as
directed, and had his Company ready to comply with any orders that he might receive
from that Headguarters. All officers in the Division Reserve made Ren. of the routes
tbo Suggerath, Prummern, Immendorf and Gereonsweiler, so that they would be familiar
with the routes in the event that the Eeserve had to be commitied. i
A1l elements of the Battalion were in Reserve positions and there was no action
with the exception that at 3@ one tank in It. Oberdan's platoon of Company "B fired
two rounds at a German tank which was seen in the vieinity of 908658- the enemy tank
withdrew to the town of Beeck, ‘

The Battalion maintenance section under the command of Captain Simon moved out
before daylight to recover the six ™A™ Company tanks that were mired down in the
vieinity of Frummern. They did an excellent job and al11 tanks were recovered during
the day. -

The 7th Armored Divigdon, G-3 and G-4 visited the Batt-lion C.P. atb 1918 and the
CCR Commander was in the Battalion C.P. at 123¢.

Several rounds of heavy enemy Artillery fell near the Battalion assembly ares
during the peried.

The two platoons from Company *B" which were attached o0 the 334th Infantry
Regiment were returned to the Battslion assembly srea soon after dsrk with instructions
to return to their support positions by gé@g on the following day.

25 Hovember, 1044
: Battalion Headquarters msintained close contact with 334th Headguarters
throughout the day and night but there was very little activity. At ¢955 there was
reported two enemy tanks just south of Beeck, but they were mot seen again.

: The 5-3 of GCR visited the Battalion G.P. at 12¢¢

A11 elements remained on the alert throughout the period with the Battalion Cg 9_)
assignments unchanged. SEGCRET <14- : '
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26 November, 1944

The day was devoted to improving the gun positions and getting ready to fire.
At 19@P the Division G-3 visited the C.P. at 133¢ the Comnanding General was in the
C.P. and at 1615 the Commandinz Officer of CCR was in the G.P.

At 12¢p the I and R platoon was ordered to make a Hen of the routes between
the following points: Beggendorf, Setterich, Puffendorf, Gereonswerter, Ederen,

- Floverich and Loverich, The purpose of this Ren was to determine the location
of the rosds and to have guides familiar with the rout es leading %o the north and
eadt so they could be used in moving the Battslion in the event we were used to
repel a counter-attack.

The platoon was caught in enemy fire on the road between Puffendorf snd
gereonsweiler and one # ton vehicle was hit at 930611. The personnel in the vehicle
were not hurt but the vehicle was put out of action,

The Battalion Scout Section was given the routes between the following towns to
Ren: Ubach, Wauricken, Geilenkirchen, Suggerath, Immerdorf, Apwerter and
Gereonsweiler.

29 Hovenber, 1944 1

The tanks started firing at $73¢ and during the day an aversge of 80 rounds per
tank were fired. The targets fired on were at ranges of bstween 9000 and 12500 yards.
The 105 M guns were not fired because the ¥ range was too grest. The ammmnition which w
was fired was replaced by our Service Company.

The srtillery reported that our firing was having very devistating effects on the
enemy, Most of the targets were in the vicinity of the town of Lindern.

At 213¢ CCR Headquarters ordered us to have one medium tank Company alerted for
imnediate movement at @EFF on the following morning., Company "B wes ordered to bs
ready to move at 8P and to stand by for further orders.

30 _November, 1944

The tanks fired 2025 rounds of 75MM smmunition and 1057 rounds of 76 ammunition
on’ this date, The fire was directed at targets beyond the town of Lindern, which
was a range of about 12000 yards which was too great for the 105 assault guns. The
artillery reported satisfactory results of the firing,

Company "B" remained on an alert status throughout the day but was not moved |
out of the area. :

The Battalion Commgnding Ufficer and the Company Commander of Company WBR were
called to CCR Headquarters at 18f@. GCompany "B% was informed that it would relieve
Company ™A® of the 40th Tenk Battalion during the nisht of lst and 2nd of December,
1944, further details in regard to the relief will be obtained later, OUne tank-dozer
from Company "C® was to be attached to the 102nd Infantry Division to be used in
making an attack tomorrow in the vicinity of Welz. The tank was dispatched to the
unit to which it was attached at 214,

At 2120 we received notice that the Battalion had been attached +to the 102nd
Infantry Division and the Battalion Commanding Officer and Executive Officer went
to the 102nd Division “eadquarters immediately to get further orders. Company

Commgnders were called to Battalion Headguarters.
CHN P, WEMPLEiéﬁ :

2-Inels. Colonel Infantry
Periodical Reports, Haps and Overlays. Commanding

Logs. SECRET : - . 8)3
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26 November, 1544

There was no change in the Battalion mission and the enemy situstion remained
the same., A1l elements remsined on their reserve support status with no elements
comnitted during the period. '

The CCR, S-3 visited the Battalion Headquarters at 11g@. :

The 101*0w1-b message from 7th Armored Division Headgquarters ®as received:

Your command relisved atbtachment 84th Infmntry Division and attached to CCR 125¢
27 Nov 44 for supporting fires for Divisiom Artillery. Division Artillery Representative
will guide your Battallon to previously reconnoitered position., Your Battalion will
close in new position by 163¢ 27 Nov 44.

27 Noyember, 1944 |

At g8gg Uajor Rollins of the 7th Armored Division Artillery revorted to the
Battalion GCommender with instructions for the move to the indirect fire position east
of Ubach. 4%t @83¢ the Batielion was alerted to be ready to move at 120f and the
Battzlion Commanding Officer, BEX Staff end Company Commanders moved out to locate
firing positions for the tanks and to try to locate some billets fer the men.

Major Rollins pointed out the general area from which the tanks were to fire
which was in the vieinity of 883587 and instructed the Company Comnanders to pick
out specific locetions for their tanks. All of the tanks with 76 M guns were placed
under the commgnd of Captain Pilat set up together with the 105 assaalt guns and were
to be fired under the direetion of the 43Lth Field Artillery Battalion, The tanks
were to be fired under the direction of the 440th Field Artillery Battelion.Officers
from the 440th and 434th met the Company Officers st the firing positions to survey
in the position. Company %DM and Headquarters Company Gonmanders locsted billets in
the vieinity of 880583 for their Companies.

The officers returned to the Battalion area at 11#f to guide the Battalion to the
new position. The tanks with the 76l guns under the command of Captain Pilat moved
out of the area at 12ff, followed by the tanks with 75ill guns, £ollowed by Battalion
Headquarters and Headquarters Compasny and Company "D¥, The Battalion closed in the
new area at 13@f#. The Battalion C.P. was set up in a house at $80583.

The remainder of the afiternoon was devoted to getting the guns into pogition to
start firing by @P63¢ the following morning. The tanks were divided into batteries of
g guns each and each battery was placed under command of the best gualified Officers.
There were two batteries of tanks with 76ifl cuns with 8 tanks to the battery under

the command of the ¥B® Company Commander, Captain Pilat, There were three batteries of ten

tanks with 750 guns, two batteries had 7 tanks each and one battery had 8 guns and all
three batteries were under commagnd of Captain Urbom, the "C% Compsny Comnapnder. The one
battery of 105 Mi assault guns were under command of Captain fhesrn. The Field Artillery
Cfficers supervised the laying of allguns, Two fire direction centers were set up. A
telephone wire was run from XXX 434th Field Artillery Battslion to Captain Filat and

he in turn placed wires to each of the 76il{ batteries and the assault gun batterg. The
fire directions within the batteries was passed on by F. M. radio. The 440th Field
Artillery Battalion ran a wire to Captain Urbom and he in turn ran wire to each of his
three batteries and the batteries ran wires to each tank so gll fire orders in Captein
Urbom's batteries were to be transmitted by telephone,

During the afterneon of and night our Service Company transported 150 rounds of
ammmnition per tank and placed it on the gpound by each tank, this involved
transporting 6450 rounds of ammunition.

The weather was so bad and visibility was so poor, that the guns could not be
registered in, so all firing was to be strictly map firing.
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AFTER ACTION REPORT
of the

17TH TARK B&T‘I‘.IF!«LION
for the

Month of October 1344

1 October 1944

On 1 October 1244 the 17th Tank Battelion minug Compsny "D" was in an
essenbly area asbout one kilcometer northwest of the village of Ledeacker or in
the vicinity of Coordinate 700402, The battalion was an element of C,C."R"
and was standing by to cairy out the mission of follewing up C.C."B", in the
attack to the southeast along the Mass River. The day wes used in performing
muich needed maintenance on vehicles{

z 2 October 1944

The battelion remasined in the seme assembly area, The Bn Steff and the
Bn Commender made visits to higher headquarters and to the headquarters of the
units in contact in order to keep up with the situstion, Late in the afternoon
the Bn Commander went to a meeting at C.C."R" Hg and received the plam and his
orders for the attack which was to begin on 3 Oct 44, C.C."R" had been ordered
to relieve C,C," B" who was in contact with the enemy in the vicinity of the
towns of Mullen snd Vortum, C,C,"A" was attacking the towmn of Overlcon from the
west znd they had been stopped by heavy enemy resistance before they were in the
tovm, C.C."R"'s plan briefly was to the south and east remaining on the west
side of the Railroad and to seize positions directly east of the towm of Overloon.
The C.C."R" commanding Officer divided his command into two forces, one commanded
by Lt. Col. FULLER to be known as Task Force FULLEZR and one commanded by Lt. Col.
WENPLE to be known as Task Force WEMPLE, Task Force WEAPLE consisted of the 17th
Tenk Battalion minus Compeny "D" and Compeny "C"; Company "C" of the 38th Inf. Bn.,
end one platoon from Company "A" of the 82nd Engneer Bn, Company "D" of the 17th
Tenk Bn was still with Tagk Force JONES and Compeny "C" of the 17th was to be with
Tesk Force FULLER, Task Force WEMPLE weas to move from the assembly avea through
S, inthonis and southeast slong & route which hed been picked by the 87th Ren,
Sqd, to the line of deperture which was the road going southwest out of the small
tovn of Hof. The left or east boundry of this force was the railroad rmmning northe
west end southeast., The Ren, Squadron wes to furnish a guide to lead the force
to the line of deperture and the force was to be in position on the line of depert-
ure ready to stert the attack at #8f@, 3 October 1944,

At 223@, 2 October 1944 Lt, Col. WEMPLE called sll of the officers of his
force together and gave them the plen znd their orders. Sinece the force did not
expect to encounter any strong enemy resistance until efter the L.D, had been
crossed the force was ordered to stey on the road until that point had been reached
and ‘the following march order was given: 1 Flatoon of Medium Tanks from Co "B, 1
Platoon of Infantry from Co "C" of the 38th Inf Bn followed by the remainder of the

£ ! :. =k = DECT 702 gq"
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tanks in Co "BY, then the platoon of Ingineers followed by the Force Commanders
Tenk and his S-5 in a helf track and the zir support tenk, then the remainder of
Co "C" of the 38th Inf Bn followed by Co "i" of the 17th, then the assault Gun
Platoon, the Mortar P latoon and the rear command group, Elements of the 87th
Ren Sqgd were to act as left flank guard for Force WEMPLE =nd were to advance on
the east side of the railroad, ;

411 elements of Task Force WENPLE were ordered to stay on the road until
contact was made then the force wes To leave the rosd znd to deploy as much ss
the terrain would permit, The force had been ordered to be in position on the
iine of departure by @8ff snd to wuit there until C. C."R" ordered the force to
attack. ' '

October 1944

At @34 on 3 Oct 44, the leading elements of Task Force WEMPLE moved out
of the assembly area. The guide from 87th Ren Sqgd joined the force at 5t., 4Anth-
onis and guided us down to the line of departure, We failed to mention that the
leading tank company had & forward observer with them mounted in a btank and the
Infantcy Company had a R, O, with them who had & half track snd a querter ton
vehicle with radios., The 440th Field Arty. Bn. wes in a position so they could
support our advance and we could call for fire at any time through the F.0.

At #8ff Task Force WEMPLE was in place on the line of departure awaiting
orders from C,C."R" to continue the attack, At gO5¢, we received the order to
attack end at 112 Co "B" of the 17th followed by one company of Infantry on foot
moved out., Co "A" of the 17th and the platoon of Engineers had been deployed along
the line of departure to support the attack, At 1@3¥ the leading tanks started re-
ceiving small arms fire and morter fire from the woods to their direet front which
was the woods in the vicinity of 785347, The attack continued to push forwerd until
11g# =t which time the Infantry was pinned down by mortar and small arms fire in the
vicinity of 783551 end at 11@%5 the leading tenk from company "B" was knocked out by
& mine at 783350, At 111f another tenk was hit by fire from an AT gun which fired —
from the woods to the south but the tanks could not determine the exact location,

The infaniry was pinned down sand the tanks were meneuvering to the east and west
firing into the woods and trying to locate the enemy AT gun positions, At 1145
snother Co "B" tank was knocked out by AT fire but the enemy gun position could not
be located, By this time the enemy had sterted laying heavy arty fire on our lesd-
ing elements and they were elso dropping Nebelwefers or rockets on them, The Hebel-
wefers end the arty was coming directly fron the south from the woods in the vieinity
of 783535, The infentry was pinned down by morter, small arms, rocket and arty fire;
the tanks had run into mines and AT fire therefore the attack was stopped in the
vicinity of 783350, Co "B" tanks were deployed to hold what ground had been gained,
The force commander brought the Co MA" tanks up to try to maneuver to the sast of

the woods where the heaviest enemy resistance seemed to be, The p lan wes for Co "AM
to try to envelope the enemy position while Co "B" and the infantry fired on the
enemy positions,

At 16@¢ Co "A"™ moved out on their attack and at 1625 one tank was knocked out ,

by AT fire &t 786355, The enemy AT fire came from the east but the exuct positions
of the enemy guns could not be located, The Co "A" attack was stopped by heavy AT
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gun fire end arty fire, IEverytime the Co "A" tanks moved out on their sttempt to
circle around to the east they were simply covered with a hesvy arty fire and direct
AT gun fire, therefore their tenks were pulled back to a position in the vicinity of
their originel line of departure, The assault guns were pulled up to = position on
the line of departure and they placed fire on the enemy positions,

At 173@ the force commander Lt Col #EMPLE went to & meeting at C.C,"R" Hg and
received orders for e night attack, At 213¢ Lt Col VEMPLE called a meeting of his Cmdz
officers at his rear C,P. in vicinity of 757351 to give the orders for the night att-
zck, The plan was for the Infentiry to advence along the original axis of advence to
a point beyond the minefield and to hold that position while the engineers removed the
mines so the tanks could move up, At @#3J the Infantry moved ocut on the attack and
they advanced to the edge of the first woods where they were pinned down by fire from
the woods cnd from both flanks, However the Ingineers got up to the mines znd re-
moved them., The tanks started to move into the woods but the smsll zrms fire znd the
morter fire was so intense that the Infentry could not follow them so the attack pro-
gressed no further, The tenks drew Bazooks snd AT rifle grensde fire from the woods
so it was impossible for the tanks to enter the woods without Infantry to support
them, By #3ff all except one platoon of the Infantry had moved back to esbout the line
of departure, The platoon which did not move back had been p inned down by cross M.G.
and morter fire, Before dawn the force was pulled back te their original p ositions
Just south of the line of departure, :

lask Force losses for the 3rd Oct 44 were 4 medium tanks, one was knocked out
by mines and three by AT guns, There were cnly three men wounded in the 17th Tank
Bn and the seriousness of their wounds is not kmown. The Infantry had 15 casuslties,

4 October 1944

At @845 Capt Pilat, Co "B" Commender reported a Germsn patrel of 12 men sppro-
aching our front line elements from the east, The patrol was teken under fire and
at least 5 were killed or wounded snd the remeinder went into dug in p ositions on
the east side of the reilroad track, The enemy continued to place erty and Nebel-
wefer fire on our front line units but s11 tenks erews were in the tenks.end the
Infentry wes dug in so we suffered no cesuslties, By this time the enemy strength
to our immediate front in the woods was estimeted as two comp snies of Infantry in
well dug in positions armed with mortars, M.G.'s, rifles snd Bazookes, Several p ro-
beble AT gun positions had been reported and fired on by our srty but 'we could not
determine whether the arty fire was doing sny good. The Fforward observer who was up
with our front line tanks placed fire on enemy positions continuously and caused
some casuclities to the enemy but their:positions were so well dug in that it was
impossible to clean tnem out with arty,

At 1@@5 on the 4th of Oct %e yeceived word that the Comp- anyiﬁemnder of Co
" C" of the 17th which was atteched to Tesk Force FULLIR had been wounded snd that
compeny had elso lost two other tenks from Germen AT fire.

Lt Col VEWPLE had received orders esrly in the morning of the 4th of Oct 44 to
atteck egain however we were supposed to receive some cir support «nd the force
commender had been ordered to hold up his stteck until 11¢f. The air support did not
come so the aftack was started at 11g¢. We did not have enough Infantry to sup port
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the stteck but the plens were made =nd the sittack wes sterted regsrdless. Our
mission was to over run the enemy position in the woodg =znd to teke the woods

with the temkeg, The plan wag for Co "A" to move down to the woods from the nerth
end west end to move between the two groups of woods in the vicinity of 785346, The
tenks were fto ush inte the woods znd the Infentry wes to follow the tenks end dig

in around them to keep the enemy Bazoocka men from getting the tenks., Co "B" was

to support the ection by firing on the enemy p ositions, At 11¢¢ the mtiack was
started, Cne pleatoon of Co MA" tarks moved around to the west of the woods then

cut beck to the east end got up between the two wooded aress then the Germen AT

Guns cut locse, The German guns were so well camouflsged that our crews could not
see them,the tanks fired continusously &t ell probable positions but they could not
silence the Germsn guns, By 1255 Co "AY hed & tenks knocked out by Germen AE gun fire,
including the company commanders tenks, Three more tenks had been hit but were eble
to pull back to the originel starting point. In addition to the AT fire the enemy
wes placing heavy erty fire on our tenks and infantry, Since it was impossible to
get the tenks into the woods, the force commander pulled his force back to the orig-
inal position, Im this action Co ™A" lost 5 tanks completely, three were dsmaged
end had to be carried back for repairs and three more had developed mechanical trouble
which required meintenance work, Actually Co "A" had only one tenk left that was
ready for action., Capt. PIER, the company commsnder of Co "A", was wounded snd evsc—
uated, one enlicted man was killed, one enlisted man was wounded snd one officer and
20 enlisted men were missing in action, The Infantry had one officer M.I.A. and 31
EM either K.I.A. or M,I.A.

At 121C on the 4th of Qct 44, we received word that some P -38's would be over
our area and ready to perform a mission in about 20 minutes, The air support ofiicer
who was with us and who was equipped with radic to communicate with planes was slerted,
The plenes were over our area at 1235 and the =zir support officer gave them the in-
structions, The target was designated by the arty firing red smoke on it, The planes
dropped 8 fire bombs on the target and reported that they set the woods on fire, The
erea which was bombed was thought to be the location of some enemy arty.

At 133f our troop s reported that enemy aid men were seen picking up some of
our wounded but they would not let our sid men into the posi tion to pick up the men,

At 143f the P-38'c came back (& plenes) snd dropped 5 bombs on snother terget
for us, Again the terget was designated by use of red smoke fired by our arty. They
also strafed the position, The four P-38's were back agein at 1645 and fired smother
mission for us, I

The force WEMPLE set up & defensive position in vieinity of original line of
departure and stood by for further orders. The remesinder of the infsntry company was
used to outpost the remaining temks for security at right,

Late in the afterncon of the 4th of Oct 44, Lt, Col, WEWPLE pulled his remain-
ing froce back to a point in the vicinity of 779351 and set up a defensive position.
Ihe tanks were deployed in a semi-circle with fields of fire to the east snd south
and the infentry was dug in around the tenks to protect them from enemy bazookas,

The force remeined in thig position throughout the day, the only sctivity being dis-
mounted patrols. Three infentry patrols were sent out trying to determine the stren-
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gth of the enemy in the woods in the vicinity of 784347 and 786350 but the patrols
obtained very little information because the enemy were s0 well dug in snd camou-—
flaged, The enemy would pin the patrols down with small arms and morter fire every
time they would get within 3200 yards of their positioms. The enemy placed Nebelwefer
end arty fire on our position forward throughout the dey and night of 5 Oct 44 but
we did not heve any casuzlties,

The R & I Platcon of the 17th Tenk Bn was given the migsion of patrolling down
to the houses in the vicinity of 779339, They worked down to a point in the vicinity
of 781341 shere they were pinned down by small arms end morter fire, The fire came
from the houses to their south and from the east and west. They located the enemy
dug in sleng the csansl in the vicinity of 784341 and in « field in the vieinity of
777842, TWe brought three tanks up to 779349 and placed fire on the enemy positions
while the I & R Platoon pulled back, There wegs no enemy activity during the night
except arty and nebelwefer fire, We did not lose any tanks or personnel during the
day or night,

6 October 1944

Tesk Force WEMPLE continued to hold their position throughout this date, The
17th Tank Bn mortar platoon moved down to a position in the vicinity of 773344 at
@788 to fire on the houses et 779329 end the other positions that the I & R Platoon
had located on the p revious day., The I & R Platoon moved down with the mortars to
designate targets and to observe results of the mortar fire, The mortars set several
houses on fire and thought that they inflicted some enemy casuslties, The enemy
placed mortar end arty fire on our mortar positions but we did not have any casual-
ties, The I & R Platoon maintained an 0.P, in the vieinity of 773344 throughtut the
day but did not observe any enemy activity,

We received an air mission at 1445, Six P-38's bombed and strafed the enemy
positions in the vicinity of 786347, The extent of damage done by the zir was not
determined but some casualties were inflicted for our Infantry O.P, at 782348 obser—
ved the enemy evacuating some men,

Our arty was active throughout the day end night and our front line elements
received some enemy arty during the day end early part of the night, ¥e had no ve-
hieular or personnel casuslties during the day or night,

7 October 1944

At #125 we received en order from C.C,"R" to have an officer at theiriHq, st
#745 who was familiar with our situation and who would be sent to Div, Hq, Our front
line elemnets remained in the same position throughout the day and night, The 17th
Tenk Bn, I & R Platoon was given the mission agsin of moving down into the vicinity
of 777357 to determine the enemy strength and disposition in that area, The morters
were moved back up to a position in the vicinity of 772343, The mortars moved into
position before daybresk and the I & R P latoon moved out at @615, A4t P#855 several
rounds of enemy arty were drepped on our mortar position znd one half track was dem-
aged and two enlisted men were slightly wounded, The I & R Platoon leader got down
to 777337 and found that the houses had been vacated but he found enemy M.G, position
at 7756335 and enemy dug-in in an east west line in vicinity of 776336, The I & R
Platoon had accomplished their mission and was back to the Bn C.P. by 1208, Our srty
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continued to lay down heavy fire on the enemy positions throughout the day ahd night.
Our front line elements continued to receive some enemy arty and nebelwefer fire,

We received word during the day of 7 Oct 44 that we were being relieved by the
British and that we would move out sometime after 24¢f. The British started taking
over our positions about 16@f and thry had taken over by 2f#@, however we did not
move out until @115 because of congested roads, Co "C" of the 17th reverted to the
battalion control at 2f@f and the battalion commander moved them back to an assembly
area in the vicinity of 744349 end instructed them to wait there until the battalion
passed them, them fall in and march to the new ares with the battalion.

8 October 1544

Bn Hg moved out of the position at 757392 at $115 and the Bn merched to the new
area as a unit in the following order: Bn Hg & Hg Co, Co M"a", Co "B", Co "C"; Service
Company movwd to the new area earlier with C.C."R" trains. The route followed was
trails from 757552 to 764360 then southwest to 743349 then the improved road northwest
through Lactarie to St. Anthonis to Gemert to De Martel to Bakel to Helmound to Mierloo
to Galdrop to Heeze and then to the assembly area just east of Zomeren, The march was
very orderly with no enemy action or casualties and we closed in the new ares at @144
and all stragclers were in by 123%, After all vehicles were fueled and supplied the
men were allowed to get some much needed rest and sleep. All kitchens were sent to thei
compenies and hot noon and supper meals were served by the kitchenms.

9 October 1944

The battelion remained in the Zomeren area and the entire day was devoted to
maintenance, cere and cleaning of personsl wespons end equipment, About one fourth
of the battalion was carried to Helmond for showers, "B" rations were drawm by the
- kitchens and the men sll enjoyed the hot meals, 4 film was obtained from the Div,
Speciel Service Seetion and it wes shown with our Bm projector on the night of the
ninth, Everyone seemed to enjoy this entertainment very much, However the film was
shown outside and the cold damp weather prevented meximmm enjoyment of the film,

10 Octiober 1944

Bn still in the Zomeren area, In complisnce with Division orders an eight hour
training schedule was initiated on this date. Two hours was ellowed for maintenance
end care and cleaning of vehicles, and weapons and the remeinder of the time was de-
voted to training in dismounted scouting and patroling, target designation, crew drill
and mep reading, Another film wes presented at might but this time a bsrn in the
assembly erea was used and the film was enjoyed much more,

1l October 1944

The Bn remsined in the Zomeren area snd the eight hour training schedule re-
meined in effect, Training in basic subject was stressed and a short period, one
hour, was deveted to discussing actual battle experiences. The training wss given
by pletoons and the plsatoon leaders and sergeants did the instructing, Ve had an-
other picture show at night, By this time the men were rested up and the moreie
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was exceptionally good,

The Battalion Commander was called to the Division Headquarters to a unit
commanders meeting and he called for e compeny commanders meeting at his head-:
quarters at 223@, The Bn Commender gave the company commsnders the plans for
future op erations at this meeting end stressed the fact that he wanted the Bn.
to derive the maximum amcunt of benefits from the treining that we were having an
opportunity to get, He explained that we had been ordered to outpost and hold the
town of Liesel with compeny "D" plus the asssult gun platoon and R & I Pletoon and
to patrol the rosd from Liesel to Deurne and from Asten to Meigel, Capt NELL wes
to be in command of thie operation and he was to move out of the assembly area to
teke over the position at Liesel at @53@, 12 Oct 44,

12 October 1844

Captein NEIL and his force moved out at @53¢ to outpost and hold the town of
Meigel and to p atrol the road between Liegel and Deurne and the road betwezn Asten
and Meigel, Capt NEIL was to teke over this position from a force of the 3lst Tank
Bn, Capt NEIL had taken over the position by 8¢ end had sterted his patrol activity.

Patrol #2 which was the patrol from Liesel to Deurne was to be performed by the
R & I Platoon, They were to make the run between Liegel and Deurme at least once every
two hours during the day end continuelly et night, This patrol was to use two one
quarter ton vehicles to perform their mission, This patrol was to contact our friendly
forces at Deurne and they were to maintain that contact on each run.

Patrol #l which was the patrol from Asten to Meigel wasg to accomplish their
mission by using four light tenks from Cept NEIL's company, This job was given to
Sgt. Hemmond, UHe was instructed to teke his four tenks te Melgel send to set up a
platoon Hg, with our friendly troops at that point end to use two tenks &t & time on
the patrol. The road trip from Asten to Meigel was to be made al least once every
three hours during the dey end it was to run contimuously at night.

At the time Capt. NEIL moved hig force to Liesel he had only 13 light tanks in
his company for one platoon was on sp ecisl duty with C, C."R" Hg, to outpost and
guard the Hg, After teking the four tanks from his force for patrol duty he felt that
his force was not as strong as it should be for holding the town of Liesel and request—
ed the Bn., Commander give him some help, At 133¢ Lt. Col, WEMPLE sent the mortar pla-
toon plus five men from each of compenies "B", "C" and Service to Capt, NEIL to be used
in setting up dismounted outposts around the town of Liesel, These men reported to Capt.
NEIL st 14f@ and by 18¢¢ Capt NEIL had his force orgaenized and the town outposted. The
oubposts set up booby treps around their positions end planned their fields of fire so
they could repel any night activity, The places for the booby traps were prepsred but
they were not actually set up until night,

it 17¢¢ the Bn Commander received an order from C.C,"R" Hg to chenge the isten
Mei jel patrol to a patrol from Liesel to Meijel, There had been some enemy patrol ac=
tivity between Liesel and Meijel and Capt, NEIL suggested that the tanks should not
be used for the night p atrol for they wefe too vulnercble toc enemy bazocka and AT
sction et night. He suggested that this was a job for s dismounted patrol, However
the infentry was not aveilable so he was ordered to use the tanks for the paitrol, Sgt.
Hzmmond moved his platoon Hg, to Liesel snd ren his two tenk patrol out of Liesel,
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During the day =nd night of 12 Oct 44 there was no enemy activity at Liesel and
none reported by the two patrols. Capt., NEIL had made contact with the Dutch Under-
ground st Liesel and obtained excellent cooperation from them, They were a great
help in handling the civilian problem,

A1l of the Bn. except Capt] NEIL's force followed the regular eight hour train-
ing schedule in the Zomeren assembly area, One hour was devoted to calethentics
which we found that they needed very much for the tank crews get vedy litile physical
exercise when they are in combat,

3 Qctober 19

m The Bn minus Capt, NEIL's force remained in the Zomeren area and followed the
regular eight hour training schedule, Capt NEIL's force continued their mission at
Liesel and the patrol missions, At @450 ten rounds of enemy arty were dropped on the
town of Liesel, At 152f enemy dropped seversl rounds of air burst arty on the two
tanks meking the patrol from Liesel to Meijel in vieinity of Neerkant, however, we nad
no casualties, No other enemy activity was reported,

14 October 1944

The 17th Tank Bn minus Capt, NEILS force remesined in the Bivouac near Jomeren
end carried on the scheduled treining, There was no enemy activity in the town of
Liesel and none was reported by the patrol meking the run from Liesel to Deurne,
However, the Liesel-Meijel patrol did have some enemy activity, At @345 several
rounds of enemy arty fell on the road near our patrol at a point about one mile north
of Meijel and several more rounds fell near the road as our patrol moved on to Meijel,
Just as our petrol reached the main road junction in the town of Meljel sbout 30
rounds of mortar and arty fell in the town and five star cluster Tlares were fired
from ground projectors by the enemy on the west, south and south-esst edges of the
town and at the same time an enemy foot patrol of an estimated strength of 15 men
opened up on our friendly outposts to the north of the town at very close range. Just
as the flares went up three rounds from some type of direct fire weapon was fired at
our taenk, One round of HE hit about 15 feet from one tank and two of the crew mem-
bers were injured by shrapnel, It is believed that the fifteen men patrol which att-
acked our friendly outvosts on the Liesel-Meijel road took zdvantage of the nolse
made by our tenk patrol in closing on the outpost positions, It is believed that the
patrol moved up to a position about 259 ysrds from our outposts; then as the tanks
passed the patrol it moved in rapidly on our outposts, After this action the Bn,

- Commander and Capt. NEIL were of even a stronger opinion that tanks should not be
used for patrolling at night. Therefore the Bn, Commander agaim requested that the
night patrol be discontinued and Higher Hg. sllowed us to discontinue the pairol, Ve
were ordered to p atrol the Liesel-Meijel road during day light hours but to discon-
tinue it at night,

At #7308 on the 14th of Oct 44, the 17th Temk Bn Assault Gun Platoon plus each
of the sssault guns from the three medium tenk companies were attached to the 434th
F_A, Bn to assist in supporting the C, C,"B" gction which was teking place to the
east of Deurne, The assault guns were moved up to a position northeast of Deurne,
One platoon of tanks from Co "B" of the 17th were sent to Capt. Neil at Liesel to
be used by him in place of the assault guns, This platoon reported to Capt, Neil

et gegd.
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15 October 1944

That part of the 17tk Tank Bn which was still at the Zomeren bivouac area
which was Co "A", Co "B" less one platoon, Co "C" and Service Compeny and the Bn,
Hg, continued the training in basic subjects.

Between (93¢ end 1f@p the enemy fired 15 rounds of arty on the town of Leisel
but our troops.at that point did not suffer any easuslties., The enemy fired three
more rounds of arty on the town of Leisel at 1244 but cesused no damage to our force,
Capt Neil received a report from civilians through the Dutch underground thst Ger-
man pairols were in the town of Neerkant during the previous day and that ‘three
Germans had stayed in a ferm house near Neerkant from 83 to 183¢ ; had observed
and made notes on the traffic on the road from Liesel to Meljel. The civiliens re-
ported that three Germens had been coming from ecross the Cansl to a haystack in
Heltrak every day for the last several deys. At 15@f§ Capt Neil sent his second
platoon under the commend of Lt, Files to investigate the civilien reports and at
1535 Lt, Files captured three prigoners at the haystack at Keitrak which hsd been
reported by the civilians, Two of the prisoners were six year Corporals znd omne Pvi.
and they were 1l from the Four Flg, fusb, Bgt, 72; two were armed with rifles znd
one with & machine gun pistol and a very pistel, They stated that they had moved
into the haysteck et @6Zf that morning snd that their mission was to cbserve =nd
report the amount and type of traffic on the Liesel to Meijel road, The priscners
were sent to the C.C,"R" P,W, enclosure immedistely, No other enemy activity was
reported by the Liesel force or pastrols,

The Bn Commender end the Executive Officer went to a meeting at C,C,"R" Hgq at
10p¢ to get details of & plen which was to be executed during the efterncon, and at
115 they sent a message back to alert compenies "A" snd "C" for movement et 1245,
At 1145 the Bn Commender end the Executive Officer returmed with the plen snd orders
end they were given to the compeny commenders. C,C,"R" had been given the mission
of clearing the srea south of the Asten-Liesel line down to the big canal running
northeast znd southwest., The C,C,"R" Infentry had been working south in this area
end had picked out certain tergets that they wented the tanks to fire on. Compenies
"A" end "C" of the 17th were to be gulded down into the zrea by the infantry and were
to fire on targets designated by the infantry, Co "A" was to follow the route of
Zomeren to Asten to Meijel then southwest of Meijel on trails to points where the
targets could be fired on. Company "C" was to go to Zomeren then eest to the cenal
then follow the road to the south along the west benk of the cansl to a point in the
vicinity of 614044 :=nd cross the caml to the east on & bridge which had been prepered
by our engineers. The infantry was to send guides to our bivouac sres to lead the
tank companies to their firing positions., The guides arrived at our area st about
13¢¢ end the companies moved out shortly thereafter, Co "C'" was guided to position
and they fired at all designeted tergets and at some tergets that they picked up
themselves., Co "A" was gulded to the vicinity southeast of Meijel snd were told by
the infentry to wait theré until they called upon them for fire, The Infantry never
called for fire from Co "A" so they did not fire, They could not pick out tergets
on their own volition for they did not know the exact location of our friendly inf-
antry, Both companies were relessed at 185?5;3 end were back in our Zomeren bivouac
area by 193@, Neither compsny suffered sny casuslties end company "C" was unable to
sey whether they inflicted any casualties on the enemy,

4t ebout 2 @PF on the 15th we received en order from C.C,"R" to outost znd
holé the town of Neerkent with our Co "B" with one pletoon mounted in tenks and two
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platcons dismounted, Ve were ordered to relieve Capt Neil's force at Liesel with
our Compeny "A" minus one platoon and Co "A" was given the mission of outposting
and holding the town with one platoon mounted in tenks znd cne platoon dismounted,
One platoon of Co "D" was to be sent to Meijel to be under Capt, EMMON's commeand
and to be used with other forces in outposting and holding that tewn, Our patrols
between Liesel and Deurne and Liesel and Meijel were to be discontinued at @63g, 16
Oct 44, OQur E & I Platoon was to set up an O,P, in the vicinity of Neerkant to keep
24 hour p er day patrol trying to plick up any enemy activity in the area. The force
at Liesel was to be called Block "A", the force at Neerkant, Block "B" and the force
at Meijel, Block "C", Our forces were to take over their positions by @83@, Capt.
Neil's force minus those elements that would be used in the new blocks was to be
used at our battalion in the Zomeren area, Thege orders and instructions were given
to the officers by the Bn Commander at 2437,

16 October 1944

At @798 Compenies "A" minus one platoon, and Co "B" moved out of Zomeren biv-
ouat ares to take up their outpost positions and we received reports from each
compeny that they were in position by @837, At 1@@¢ Co "D" minus #wo platoons and
‘the mortar platoon returened to the zomeren wivouac area.

In order to insure good FM radio communication with our Co "A" and "B", we
placed a relay station on the eastern edge of the town of isten, This station con-
sisted of the Executive officers tank with = 508 radio and one half track from the
mortar platoon with 8 men in it, The outposts at Liesel and Neerkant were instructed
to maintein 24 hour radio contact with our Bn Hq and to report all positive enemy
informetion immediately end to make one report every three hours beginning at 16@9¢¢
Oct 44 regardless of information aveilable, The R & I Platoon established an O.P,
in the clurch steeple at Neerkant and had excellent observation of the enemy held
teritory across the canal to the east and souteast, Both companues "A" and "B" blocked
all roads approaching the towns they were outposting and set up all around defensive
messures, Dismounted dug in outposts with booby traps were used as extensively as
available p ersonnel would permit, Here again we had some men complain abo ut hav'ing
to leave their tanks and man the dismounted dug in positions., We have found that in
most instances men who have had some training in tenks and especielly after they have
had some sctusl combat experience in tenks just dont like to leave the tenks and fight
on the ground,

The elements which remsined in the Z omeren bivouac area cerried on their regu-
lar training, Neither Co "A" or " B rep orted any enemy activity during this day,

17 October 1944

No enemy activity was reported from our outpost positions &uring the night, The
forces remaining in the Z omeren srea continued their training throughout the day.,

At #9PF one platoon from Co "D" snd one platoon from Co "C" were slerted to be
ready to move bty 1lPf, The platoon leaders were instructed to report to Lt, Col,
FULLER which force was to establish a bridgehead et the cansl crossing of the Duerne
Amerika road atv coordinate 707180, The tanks were to be used to support the infantry
by direct fire on enemy positions, The taenks weré to assemble with the tesk force
in the vicinity of Urekwijk at 13¢@., The first platoon of Co "C" commanded by Lt.
OLSON end the third platoon of Co "D" commanded by Sgt, Heammond moved o ut of our
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Zomeren bivouac aree at 1130 to join the task force at the designated point, Later
reporis revealed that the platoons from fo "C" and Co "D" had supported the infantry
action by placing direct fire on houges which were thought to be occupied by enemy
however the tanks could not be used to the fullest extent becazuse of the neture of

the terrain, The ground up close to the canal was so soft that the tanks could not
follow up the infentry attack, S eversl of the tanks were bogged down in attempting
to get closer to the enemy positions, One tank from Co "C" caught fire due to mechan-
ical feilure znd was destroyed, hovwever, the crew was not injured.

18 October 1944

it #8307 we received a radio message from our Co "B" at Neerkant in which it was
stated that their radio had been out of order and thet a two or three men patrol had
gotten in close to the company C,P, at about @445sznd that one of thiex tanks had been
hit by @ bazooka., The Bn 5-2 left for Neerkant immediztely to find out the complete
story. Investigation reveazled thatv & Co "BY tank had been backed up very close to a
building almost directly across the street from the building in which the Co Hg had
been set up, All of the crew had been dismounted from this tank and were being used
as one of the dismounted outpostis, Thsre was a dismounted outpost almost directly
across the street from the tenk znd at this post there was one man well dug in with a
light 30 cal, M.G. There was snother post on the same gide of the street with the tank
and about 25 feet to the north of the tenk this post consisted of one man in a well dug
in position armed with an Ml rifle, The man in position on the same side of the sireet
with the tenk thought that he heard some movement around the tenk at sbout #43¢ but it
was so dark that he could not see anything end he was not sure of just where the move-
ment was so he did not shoot, At about @445 two blasts almost simultaneously which
were bazooka fired from a p osition about 15 yards south of the tank, The two shots
were fired at the tenk broad side, one well up toward the front of the temk and one to
the rear, The ramd which was Fired toward the front hit a tree which deflected the
round end it did not demage the tank but the one tc the rear penetrated the side of the
tenk Just ebove the track end damgged the fan, The tenk could be repsired but had to
be evacusted, ALfter the bazcokes were fired at least two hand grenades were throum
towerd the tenk znd the house to its rear; then the enemy vanished, As soon as daylight
came the two discherged Germen bezooke cases snd & very pistol with one round in the
chamber were found et the position from which the bazockass were fired, An emplty Ger-
man gasoline can was found just in front of the tank so evidently the Germens head
poured gas on the tank before firing the bszooka, however the tenk did not catch fire,
Since the night was so dark and since the Germens moved up to the tank so guietly exd
so delibersteély we were of the opinion thet civiliens hed told the Germans of the lo-
cation of the tenk or that the Germans had been in the town when we moved im and
waktched us place the tanks or that the job had been done ly civilians, Therefore Capt.
Pilat, the Co "B" Commender formed two seaching groups snd every houpé in the town wes
searched for Germans znd arms but nothing was found, The Iutch underground picked up
one civilian they had suspected for some time znd he was csrried to Deurne but it was
not known whether he had anything to do with the nights activities, It was decided
that it would be better to get the tsnks out of the town of Neerkent and Liesel which
were not menned 24 hours a day and which were not being used in the defense plen, There-
fcre a1l but one platoon of tanks in each town were returned to the Zomeren bivouac
ares snd all of the crew members from these tanks except the drivers remasined in the
towns to man the dismounted outpost positions, Of course it is s known fact to tenkers
that this enemy sction spotlights the extreme vulnersbility of tenks to dismounted
enemy action under cover of darknegs.

Seversl days after the tenk was knocked out et Heerkant by the bazookas a civi-
iian woman ceme to Capt, Pilat, the compeny commender of Co "B and told him that two
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Germsn soldiers who fired the bazookas had come up to the resr of her house and had
slipp ed through the house and out into the street to the point from which the bazookas
had been fired then had mede their exit by the same route, Ve asked the woman why she
had not reported this earlier and she said that she was scared, Cf course we do not
know snd will never know vhether the women wes telling the truth or whether the soldiers
ceme up to the rear of her house and she directed them to the tank, This csge makes us
believe even more strongly that sll of the civiliens should be evscuated from such towns
if there is any possibility of them aiding the Germans,

The Dutch underground reported to our Co "A" commsnder, Lt, Cswald, at Liesel
that the Germans had foot bridges across the canal zt the following coordinates: 700168,
704140 and 706134 end morter p ositions snd & small force of Germens st 708123. Lt.
Oswald requested permission to fire indirectly with his tanks at these enemy positions.
Permission was granted provided Lt, Oswald could find an 0.P, from which he could ob-
serve snd direct the fire, It was very cloudy snd the vieibility was extremely poor so
he did not fire, At 15@f snd agein at 173§ the enemy dropped seversl rounds of arty
in and near the town of Liesel.

19 October 1544

Our Go "™ B! reported thet a smsll enenmy patrol had tried to enter the tomn of
Neerkant from the east at @3gf but that their outposts had fired on them end that they
Gid not get in. It is not known whethep our fire caused sny easualties, They also
reported some enemy «nd friendly machine gun fire to the south of Neerkant at 21¢¢,
The C & D Co, pletoons which were sttached to Task Force FULLER were released by C.C,
UR" znd returned to our Zomeren bivousc ares at 213@. Cur Co "A" did not report any

“enemy action during the day or night at Liesel, The forces in the Zomeren area foll-
owed the treining schedule during the day,

in observation tower had been spotted in the vicinity of coordinate 737122 which
was northeast of the town of Neerkant, C, C,"R" ordered us to destroy or try to des-
troy the tower by direct fire with our tenks, Then they decided to use Tank Destroyers.
So C.C."R" placed two destroyers under our control for the migsion of trying to destroy
the tower, At 133§ the Bn S-2 guided the two destroyers to a position ebout 400 yards
east of Neerkent from which the tower could be observed., It was raining on this day
end the vigibility wes very poor znd the range wes about 4600 yards which was very
long range for such a small target and in addition te these facts there was a tree lime
between the guns and the targets which made it impossible to sense the fire, However
the guns were put into position under the direction of the platcon leader from the 8l4th
ang Capt, Reed, the company commander and 12 rounds per gun were fired at the tower but
it was not hit, It began to rain so hard we could not even see the tower so the guns
were returned to the company, Just after we stopped firing the enemy dropped about 12
rounds of srty in and near the town of Neerkant, British planes knocked the tower down
the next day.

20 October 1544

gur ferce at Liesel reported no enemy activity during night but they received
gseveral rounds of arty at @83@. Co "™B" at Neerkant reported that & two or three men
enemy patrol had gotten into the tomn at $3PF and that the inner circle of outposts
had fired on them but it was not known whether they had wounded or killed any of the
patrol, The forces at the Zomeren bivouac area continued their training,
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21 October 1944

The Bn received orders to move to a new assembly ares to the south and west
of the town of Vrekwijk in the vicinity of coordinates 6523176, Bn Hq and that part
of the Bn which was still in the Zomeren area were to move out of the old srea at
1f15, Co's "A" & "B" were to be relieved by the 87th Ren Sqd at 12@f and the orders
were that if they were not relieved by 13§ they would stert the move to the new zres
at that time regardless, The Bn Hg and the group thet moved from Zomeren closed in the
new ares at 1145, Co's "AM and "B" were in the new aree by 14¢F, The remainder of the
day was used for getting set up in the new area end the companies which were on outpost
duty were given a chance to re-organize their plstoons znd get their equipment in order,
The Bn, was ordered to set up three outposts, One outpost consisting of ohe medium
tenk, one light tenk and ten dismounted men was to be set up at each of the following
points: 680154, 681166 and 682172, The medium tenks were tsken from Co ngn, the light
tanks from Co "D" and the dismounted men were obtained from the morter platcon end the
R & I Platoon, Lt, Lavett was in charge of the three posts with hig position «t the
center post, Radio contact was to be meintained with Bn Hg and hourly reports were to

be given, The outp osts were set up by 18gd, 411 reports from the outposts during the
night were negative,

October 1944

At #opf the three medium tenks from Co "C" which were on outpost were replaced by
two tenks from Co "B" and one from Co "A" so the Co "C" tanks could go with their Co,
to do some indirect firing., At #8ff Co "C" was attached to the 434th F.A, Bn and moved
to a position just south end east of Deurne to do some indirect firing, Our outposts
repor;ed some enemy machine gun fire to their south, alsc seversl flares to southeast
at 13¢5,

iie located some showers in a Dutch barracks near our assembly arez and made arr-
engements for our men to get hot showers which they enjoyed very mach, We had a pic-
ture show in &n old barn in the assembly area, We showed two shows, one at 18¢¢ and
one at 2 g@f and 15 men per company could see each show,

25 October 1944

it 1gF end et @G35 our outposts reported that several rounds of enemy arty fell
in what they judged to be the vicinity of Liesel, They also reported some enemy small
arms fire to the south and east of their position, At 1545 we received orders from
C.C."™B" to discontinue ocur three outposts end to estsblish outposts one, two, three
and four at the following coordinates: 680154, 684154, 688155 and 692155, Outposts one
end two were to consist of one medium tenk, one light tenk =nd ten dismounted men at
each point,  Outposts three end four were to consit of ten dismounted men st each post
and post number four was to establish contect with en outpost from the 48th Lrmd Inf Bn.
wilch was located on the canal just a short distence to the north snd esst of our post.
By 1837 the new outposts had been estsblished under the command of Lt Lavett, Cur post
number four had to be moved back & short distence from the position which wes given
because the ground was so low and wet that the men could not dig in, The holes would
fill up with water as fast as the men would dig them, However the men could cover the
erea with machine gun fire from the position whieh they finally took., A1l reports from
outposts during the night were nega tive,

- 13 -
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On 16 Oct 44, we received a directive from the Commasnding Generzl of the 7th
Armd Div in which it was ordered that the Bn would form & patrol section of not less
then 18 enlisted men end two officers., The patrol section was to be composed of two
or three well organized patrols and the men were to receive special instructions in
basic principles of day end night scouting and patrolling, The men and officers in
the pstrol section were to be volunteers from the Bn, The directive stated that a
competitive spirit was to be instilbed within the pairol section and that the highest
esp irit de corps must be develop ed, To occomplish this it was stated that all mem-
bers of the patrol section would be given special privileges such as a day off rest
after night p atrol duty and that each member would be given the best snd most com-
plete clothing and equipment avsilable and that members of the patrol section would
not normally be included in assault forces in an attack and would be given first con-
sideration for p romotion within & commend, The Bn Commander after discussing the
patrol section problem with the Bn Staff and other officers in the Bn decided that in
order to accomplish the best résults that it would be best to form the patrol section
end attach the section to Bn Hq and in order to transport the section, one three-quar-
tew ton vehicle was called in from Hq Co and Cot!s "A", "BY "CF gnd one half track was
obteined from the Hg Co. The Bn Executive Off, the S-3 end the S-2 went asround to the
compenies and explained the plan for forming the patrol section and asked for volunteerg
Every men in the Bn was given a chance to volunteer for the duty, To begin with, 30 EM
volunteered for the job and two officers, It wes decided to take =1l 30 men originally
end to let the officers pick out the best 18 after several days of training, The men
who volunteered were principally from all companies equally distributed throughout the
Bn, Bvery company including Service Co had volunteers, The two officers who volunteered
end who were acdepted by the Bn Commander to tske charge of the patrol section were
1st Lt, Jemes W. Bartholomew from Co "D" and 2nd Lt Henry B, Felton, Jr., from Co "CM,
Sixteen of the enlisted men who volunteered were non-commissioned officers =nd 14 were
privates., On the morning of 22 Oct 44, the men and officers who hsd volunteered for the
petrol section were instructed to report to the Bn, C,P, with g1l their pebsonnal equip-
ment znd the two officers with the Bn S-2 worked out a training schedule for the section.
The training schedule in sddition to treining in such basic subjects as use of compass,
day and night mep resding, messace writing, etc included practicel scouting and patrolling
exercises or problems. The majority of the first day was devoted to checking individ-
ual eguipment and finding out just what equipment the men needed, The Bn S5-4 did every-
thing possible to obtein every item that the men needed, Fach man was issued one of
the new type sleeping bags, Some of the men wanted different types of wespons then that
which they were armed and these weapons were obtsined. Major DAILEY, the Bn Executive
Off end the other steff officers and the patrol section officers were very optomistic
e@bout the future operations of the pstrol section for the men who had volunteered were
good men and seemed to be sulted for the work snd their morale end spirit was excellent,
Of course there were lots of little problems to be worked out in setting up the sgection
but everyone worked hard to get things organized, The men fixed up an insignias or emblem
that they placed on their vehicles and helmets and nsmed themselves "Daileys Raiders!,
During the next few days they trained hard =nd were very entlmsiastic sbout the practi-
cel scoubting and patrolling problems,

24 October 1944

At 152 our outposts reported that two enemy plsnes had pessed over our outposts
at very low eltitude and were headed in northwest direction, They also reported some
enemy arty fire to their right fyont.dt 1558 the outposts reported enemy machine gun
fire across the canal to their east, All other reports from outposts were negative,
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Thet part of the Bn which wes in the Bn bivouac sres devoted the day to train-
ing end vehicenler msintensnce, In the efterncon we received word that the 17th
Tenk Bn less Co "C" and the AG Platoon would move at 251§ Oct 44 to the town of
Vlierden and thet the houses were available and could be used to billet the troops
in, Higher Hq stated that the period 26 through 30 Oct 44 would be used for rehebil-
itation end treining, Of course the whole commend wes excited sbout this move for
we had nof been billetted in houses since leaving Englend,

. 25 QOctober 1944

At §93¢ Company C returned to the Bn, area for their indirect fire mission.
At 123¢ the Assault Gun Platoon plus the company assault guns returned to bhe ~
Bn, aree and reverted to Bn control, At @945 a billiting officer from the 17th
was sent to Vlierden to arrange for billeting our troops. He found that all
available houses in the town were occupied by British troops and give this
information to CCR Hge. which had moved to the town oi Astens CCR erdered the
17th Tank Bn. to remain in their present location until further arrangements
for billetingz could be made. No enemy activity was reported from ouf outposts
except one low flying plane headed east over their position at gegp. The
patrol section cintinued their treining in scouting and patrolling. By this
time five of the enlisted men had decided that they were not suited for the
petrol #ork .and had asked to be relieved. They were sent back to their companies.
Qur four outposts were relieved by CCR and returned to the Bn, area at 1390,
At 1799 we received word that we would remain in the same bivouac area for the
night. The Bn. was all together in the same bivousc area at this time .for the
first time in many days.

26 October 194k

At p83¢ the Bn C.0. and the campany commenders went to CCR Hg. &t Asten
to a meeting, The Div. Commander and his staff was at the meeting and our
officers were invited to bring up any problems or questions which needed attention
at that time, The Dn. staff officers were called up to the meeting and vwere
instructed to get with their corresponding Div. staff officers and discuss any
problems they desired. The meeting was beneficial to everyone for it was the
first time that we had a change to attend a meeting of this nature for some times
At @845 ve received & warning from CCR Hg to be on alert for German soldiers
in eivilian uniforms behind our lines. One such patrol of three men had been
apprehended in vicinity of T14079. Ve remained in the same bivouac area
throughout day and night for there was no available place for us to move to,

27 October 194k

At geff5 companies Dy B and the Assault Gun Platogn were alerted for
immediate movement, e received notice from CCR Hq. that there was a strong
threat of a heavy counter attack from the east toward the town of liesel and
that the 17th was to take Companies D, B, and the Assault ?Gun Flatoon to an
agsenbly area in the vicinity of 682127 to repel the attack « At @845 this
force moved out with Ite Cole Wemple and Major White the Bn S=3. At $925
we were informed by CCR that 250 Germans were reported crossing the canal in
the vicinity of 710115, Lt. Col. Wemple was ordered by CCR to move his force
over to the east and to place direct tank fire and assault gun fire on the
enemy position: he was to use the light tanks for screening and patrollings
At 926 received a message from CCR that civilians reported that Germans were
bridging canal in vicinity of 720089 and that our srty. was firing on that
position, At P95¢ message from CCR directed us to move ons medium Tank Cos
via Asten to an assembly position in vicinity of 6L,510¢ and to move the
remaining Medium Co. to a reserve position just south of Asten on the Asten %
Meijel road., We were to have a liasion officer report to Col. Ryan, the CCR 5
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commander, at the 48th Inf. C.P, which was in the vicimity of 637103s First L.
Bartholomew was sent immediately as the liason officer. At 1#3¢ Companies A and
C moved out of the Bn bivouac area. Vompany A was to move to the position in

:ﬁe vicinity of 6451¢p and Company C was to take up the Reserve positien south of
tene

Under the guidance of men from Troop D of the 87th Recon. Squadron who
were outposting the line from north of Liesel to the town of Nierkant, Lt. Col,
Wemple moved B company into position to place direct fire en the point where the
Germans were crossing the canal. At 1@45 two platoons of B company were in
positione This company received rather heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire
from their front as they were moving into posttion and delivering fire on the enemy
positionss At 1112 Lt. Col, Wemple reported that there were three enemy tanks and
some other enemy wehicles on the west side of the canal in the vicimity of
Hoogeburg at coordinates 708122, OQur artillery and assault guns fired on this
positien Lut could not determine whether this fire got any of the enemy vehicless
By this time the enemy was laying heavy artillery concentrations on the road
Junction in vicinity of 682128,

At 113¢ our force reported one enemy tank moving east along the road from
Hoogeburg toward the road junction at 682128, At 113¢ one company of Tank
Destroyers frem the 8l4th T.D. Bn, reported to Lt. Col, Wemple and he depleyed
the guns in the wicinity of 685127 so that they could cover the Hoogeburg road
and the area to the east in which the enemy tank activity had been observeds Oud
liason officer from CCR was sent to Lt. Col, Wemple to instruct him to move our
light tanks inte a position in the vicinity of 694097 to screen and protect a part
of our field artillery which was firing from a position just to the west of that
pointe Lt. Col, Wemple immediately complied with that order and company D was
moved into position. Company D received rather steady artillery fire after they weren
in position, Just as they were moving. OCapt. Neil the company commander was
dismounted from his tank Making & reconnaissance when he was wounded by artillery
fire and evacuated. Lt. Scharschmidt took command of Company D and carried on the
operations At 1215 one enenmy tank was knocked out by the tank destroyers in the
vicinity of 695125 The Bn forward CeP. Was set up in the vicimity of coordinates
693113 at which point Lt. Col, Wemple with Majorihite the S-3 directed the operations
The tanks from Company B were deployed to the east of Liesel Meerkant road from the
vicinity of 695115 The Assault Gun Platoon was in vicinity of 679128 and was
placing fire on every position to their fronte. :

At 1215 our forces reported that ten enemy vehicles were moving south in vicinity
of 04124 two of the vehicles were identified as tanks but the other vehicles could
not be identifieds ALl of the vehicles were ingeniously camouflaged as hay stackss

At 1258 Lt. Col. Wemple reported that the enemy undoubtedly had a bridge over
eanal in vieinity of Hoogeburg and requested air support to try to knock out the
bridge. This message was passed on to CCR Hg immediately,

Companies A and C wers placed directly under CCR command and control therefore
their activaties were not handled through the 17th Hgo However we did receive
messages from Company A that they were moving forward at 1353 to support the Infantry
in an attacke

At 1354 we received a message from Capt. Pilat, the B company commander, that he
had one tank knocked out by some type of enemy direct fire weapon however tl_za‘? 1.;he
crew escaped. 7This tank was knocked out by a weapon that fired from the vielinity q
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of 700120 and it was probably an enemy tank. Our tanks massed their fire on this
point and the enemy weapon ceased firing.

At 1P we received a message from friendly troops to our south that there
were eneny machine guns and mortars in the vieinity of 719090 to 729065 and that
there were enemy machine gun positions at either side of the bridge at 729065,
We also received word that there were several enemy machine gun positions and
about 70 GAF tropps scattered in a north south line between the canal and coordinates
719090 and 729065, We received a eivilian report that there were thirty enemy
tanks in the vieinity of 700080,

At UgP Lbe Scharschmidt reported that his position did not afford much concealuent
and that he was receiving extremely heavy artillery and mortar fire and he requested
permission to move a short distance to the west. Lte Col. Wenple told the D
company commander that he could move if the move would not prevent his performing
his mission which was th screen and protect the Field artillery position, D compeny
moved about 300 yards to the south and west where they had better concealment and
where they could perform their mission just as effectively,

At 1507 B companies maintenance crew with their T/2 was ordered to coms
forward to try to recover the tank which had been knocked outs The I & R platoan
was ordered to move up to our assault gun platoon position to outpost the guns
during the nights ;

At 1555 Capt. Pilat reported that the enemy tank which our tanks had been
firing at laid down a smoke screen and pulled back to the east toward the ecanal,
Our tanks continued to fire at it but due to poor vision did not hit it, This
enemy tank had knocked out one B company tank at coordinates 695118, The enemy
tank moved toward the vicinity of 710120, .

At 1605 we received message from Lt. Col Wenple to have our patrol section
which was composed of one officer and 2/ enlisted men at this time report to his
forward C.Ps They were to be used for security for the tanks for the night, This
patrol section under command of Lt Felton moved out immediately.

At 1612 CCR informed us that one platoon from Company G of the 48th Infantry
Wwould be attached to our D company and that they were to be used with D Company
to protect the artillery for the night, ;

Lt. Col, Wemple reported that the Battery of artillery which was firing for
him certainlywas doing an excellent job, Both It. Col, Wemple and Capt, Pilat
were calling for fire missions and the artillery was putting it right in thers.

At 162 Najor White requested Infantry to help secure our position for the
night. This reguest was made of CCM ana we were informed that no Infantry was
available and that the tanks would have to hold without the Infantry.

A% 1730 Capt. Pilat reported that he was receiving an attack from the east
and souths Dismounted enemy troops were firing on his positions from close range
about 200 yards., The B company tanks returned the enemy fire with everything thney
had and in-addition Capt. Filat and It, Col, Wemple called for artillery fire on
the position from which the enemy fire was coming. The artillery laid th.e i'ir?
right in there and we are sure that we inflicted very heavy enemy casualties with
the artillery and tank fire, The attack was stopped but the enesy continued to put
scattered gmall arm fire on our positions they also laid some heavy artillery I OO
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concentrations on us. At 1980 Capt. Pilat reperted that he had heard four german
tanks pass within 300 yardsto his front. His tank crews could not see the tanks
to fire on them but he put heavy artillery concentration in the area where the
enemy tanks were. The enemy tanks were moving to the norths Prior to this attack
the B company tanks were pulled iip into a defensive position in the vicinity of
69511k and were prepared to hold that position for the night.

At 1908 CCR ordered Lt. Col, Wemple to send officer to Liesel to meet an
officer from a company of the 23d Infantry which was being attached to Lt. Gol.
Wemples force. Major White the Bn 5-3 went on this mission. :

At 1919 1t. Urbom; the company commander of C company, reported that his
company was still in the reserve position South of Asten. :

At 1945 received message from owr A company that they had lost two tanks with
no personnel casualties and that they were setting up a defensive position with
the Infantry for the night. :

&t 1945 received message from B company commander that he thought that one of
the eneny tanks had moved back to the south but that he believed that the other
three had taken up a position to his front,

At 203¢ received message from CCR to have Major White report to the church at
Liesel at 21fp to meet plahning officer from CCB who was taking over command of
Wenples force and the operations in this area., This was complied with and Major
White received plahs and orders for the following days action. Briefly the plan
was for Task Force Weaple to try to hold its present position and CCB was to
attack south from Liesel at P6@f along the Liesel Meijel road with two companies
abrest and astride the road and one company in reserve to be supported by two
companies of tanks from 3lst Tank Bne after this attack had moved down past the road
Junction at 682128 Task Forse Olmstead which was composed of the reserve Infantry
company plus company G of the 31st Tank Bn was to branch off to the left and attack
south east along the Hoogeburg road with the mission of cleaning np that area down
to the canal and destroying any bridge which might be found across the canal in that
vicinity.

28 October 1944
At @120 we received corder from CCB Hg to have a staff officer from l7th Tank
Bn. report to their Hq which was located in vicinity of 658143 at @63@ with latest
information regarding Wemple's situation and an overlay showing exact disposition
of his forcees The Bn 5-2, Capt. Jack Howison, was designated to take case of this
missione

At Pli5 received a message from CCB which stated that a Corperal who had been
captured by the Germans and who later escaped had reported 8 Tiger tanks extending
north-east and north-west along a line center of which was 50 yards east of the
road junction at 690073, The tanks were 100 yds apart on a line and 60 yards east of
the line of tanks are 5 88-MM guns, Infantry was dug in around the tanks

The enemy continued to fire som-smll arm fire at out B company position through-
out night but not as heavily as early in the nights We placed artillery fire on every
position throughout nights -

had b hed as planned at The attack moved very slowly for the ene
pigcege ﬁe:!a'g;‘l}ngrtillgrg firme on t:>p attacking infantry and I't:?arnks. The task f'.c:'ra:]:?'r :O‘

s

The Bn 8~2 conbacted CCB Hq at @63¢ as directed and learned that the CCB attack
-
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that was to branch off on the Hoogeburg road did not get far for ‘they were stopped

by heavy artillery fire and AT gun fire, they suffered heavy wvehicular and personnel
casualtiess

At PT74¢ OCB directed Vemple to complete the destruction of the church steeple

at Neerkant by firing on it with tanks. At 82§ Lt. Col. Wemple reported that the
steeple had been knocked down, :

At 820 our forces reported that they had knocked out one Tiger tank to their
front and that three more enemy tanks were moving to north-west over close to the
canal,

At P8P CCB directed It. Col. Wemple to use Assault Gund and Tank Destroyers
to take a reported 88 gun position under fire which had been reported in vicinity
of 690140,

4t 91 Capt. Pilat reported two more enemy tanks traveling north-west in the
vicinity of 697117 and requested air support to help knock out tanks. Ab #935 received
word from CCB that air mission had been accepted and that would Bt us know when planes
would be over. At @915 Capt. Pilat reguested artillery on enemy tank positions.

At 945, Lt Col Wemple reported that our tanks hsd knosked out another German
tank making a2 total of two for the morning. :

fieceived word at 955 that planes would fly our missionat 115 and that GGB
would mark the air targets with smoke. ‘The planes tlew the mission ana fired on
same targsts bub our rorce was unable to determine whether they got any tapks,

Our Company U which had been released because the artiliery was moved out 2uc
returned o the Battalion biveuwac area at 1f¢d.

At 114¢ CCB reported 60 enemy infantry in woods to west of lMeerkant and said
that they were going to use air on them. They also reported that the enemy O0.P. in
the church steeple at Meerkant was still in operation and wonted Wemple to complete
his mission of knocking it down. Lt Col Wemple reported that he hed knocked the top
off the steeple and that he couldn't do anymore damsge te it from his present position.

At 12¢¢ we receivec report from CCB that LO enemy infantry were located in
vicinity of 676119 and that they were moving South-fast,

At 1212 we received message from CCB that their force would push through task
force Wemple and that Wemple's mission would be to furnish security to their rear or
Nerth and te try to push part of his force to the east to the canal to prevent the

Germans from hitting them from that side,
CCB reported 60 enemy infambry in vicinity of 677110 at 1316,

At 1453'2 received word that the force to our South and West which was attacking
Jeijel was disposed as followss B of the 48th Inf on line 690076 to 682072 and the
remainder of the 48th Inf with the Tanks and T.D.'s on line in vieinity of 695075.
"Clitroops of the 87th Recn Squadron was at 684097 and was in contact with 1200 enemy
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infantry.

4t 1412 received report from A4 Company that they had lost a large number of

tanks most of which were mired down in soft ground and could not be recovered be-
cause they were under enemy fire.

At 1414101 Company was alerted for immediate movement., They were to report
to CCB Commander at Liesel who was to give them their orders. They were to be
used to the East and North-east of Liesel t.o protect COB!'s rear and East flank,

. Received report at 1439 from C"‘E that 25 prisioners had been tzken at
80125,

At 1430 Company D moved out of the Bn bivouac area on their mission to Liesel.

At 16@L, CCB Hg ordered Lt Col Wemple to report to their rear €., P. to get
i‘utur;ﬁjplans and he was again called to their rear C. P. for Unit Commanders meeting
a'b 1-9 .

The CCB Commander gave Company "D" the mission of establishing an cutpost line
from a point in the vieinity of 682148 to a point about 1 and three-guarters miles
to the North. Their mission was to report any enemy activity during the night ard
to repel if possible amy enemy movement from the East and North. The Company was

instructed te report positive information irmedistely and to make hourly reports
regardless of circumstances. The reports were to be made to GCB Hg through the 17th
Tank Battalion headquarters because we could not establish direct radio contact
between Company "D" and CCUBE!' headquarters., At 2050 Company "D" rerorted enemy
machine gun fire directly to the Bast of their outpost which was in the vicinity of
682148; however, the fire was over close to the canal and was not directed at

their outpost.

The enemy activity wus relatively cuiet in our "B" Company amea up until
24f@. There was some enemy small arms fire and artillery fire but there was no
large scale attack on the position.
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T 29 October, 1944

it §13¢ we received s message from G.G.B. Hq in which they steted that the fol-
lowing information had been obtained from a F. ®. who was a member of the Third
Company of the 115 PZ. Gr. Regt., 9th Panzer Division, Companies one,'tWo, thres,
seven and nine were in the vicinity of 693@91 and 692095. He stated that Companies
one, two and three were to make a frontal attack to the west at dawn and that
Companies seven and nine were to make a northern flanking attack and that unidentified
Compenies were to make a southern flanking attack. He stated further that there was a
heavy weapons platoon in esch Company pus heavy machine gums, XX 1ight machine guns and
Penzer femsts snd that there was a possibility of reinforcements during the night. :
Another P.W. stated that he saw three Tiger tanks in Neerkant and ten or twelve rocket
guns in the eastern edge of the woods. The P, stated that the Regimentsl C.FP. was
in 5 small straw covered house about 250 yards north of the Church in the town of
Neerkant. This information was given to all of WEMPIE'S forces immediately.

4t #315 0.C.B. reported heavy enemy artillery fire at £90111 and enemy vehicles
movingsouth along the roasd in the vieinity of 694117, :
At @320 1t. CARTER of our Company "A" reported that four of thelr tanks which
had been mired down during the day had besn recovered. ey -
. At g Company "D¥ reported heavy ememy Artillery fire felling in thelr vieinity
and lots of machine gun fire to the south of thelir position.

At @635 Capt. PILAT reported that his position was being attaeck by enemy Infantry.
Strength undetermined, The small arms fire was coming from the south, the east, and =
northeast and the enemy Infantry Was close in to his position at that time. This attack
was prececded by an enemy Artillery concentration in the #BR Company vieinity.

At @655 DM Company reported that they were receiving heavy enemy Artillery fire
in their vicinity. ' ; : :

At (798 Capt PIIAT roported that the attack on his position had been repelled and
that there was very 1little activity in his area at that time.

At (715 we received word that the Tank Destroyers who were holding a positiocn to %
_the north end east of our YBY Company were being athacked by enemy infantry.

At @715 "D® Company reported unidentified force of 150 to 200 dismounted troops
approaching from the east in the vieinity of 685145 and a few minutes later this force
was identified as German Infantry. , ;

At @748 our forces reported strong enemy Infantry force with bazookas attacking
our assault gun platoon pogition.

" At @72¢ "D¥ Company reported that four Germsn Tanks were advancing with the
Germsn Infantry and that three of his tanks had been knocked out in the vicinity of
683147 and thgt he was compelled to pull his Company back to the northfor he could
not engage in fire fighting with the German Tanks with his 37Mi guns, X It was thought
that all his tank crews had egcaped with only slight injuries. Lt. FIIES one of the
%D® Company platoon leaders had been wounded and was belng gsent back to the Bn.

Bivousc Ares. ] 5 '
. 'The G.G.B; CF which had been located in the vieinity of 658143 and at which
point It. Col, WEMPLE had set up his C.P. on order of the G.C.B. Commander was moved to
a new location in the vicinity of 637134. 5
g8,8 part of the Germsn Infantry had reached the eastern edge of the town of

Iiesel, Our %B® Company tanks continued to fire on the enemy to their east and to
direct Artillery fire on enemy positions. It is not known how many Germans they killed
bat we know thet they inflicted hesvy losses on the Germans. NG S

At §o0d we received orders to move the resr C.P. and that part of the Bn, which
was in the original Ba. bivouac area to the town of Vleirden and the group was closed in
the new area by #959. ; : % :

Capt. PILAT was ordered to move his Company ®E® haek to the north to a position in
the vicinity of 687119 and to teke up a position in that area taking sdventage of all

the cover and concealment. However, the Infantry which had joined him in his originael
position was ordered by higher Hqg. 1o remain there and hold that position. s ;
ooy ' , OL{' o
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were to move out at eny time after 20f. "D® Company was to be released at 1815 and was te
move to Vlierdon and merch to the new sres with the force st that point, OCapt PILAT'S
 force was to move back to an ares in the vieinity of Voordeldank upon order from Lt. Col.
WEUFLE and then on to the new area. The vesr CF. group moved mkx out of Vlierdon at 2045
and marched to the new asrea about 1.8 miles south of Maarheeze via the route of Asten,
Zomeren, Heeze, Leende and Maarheeze, This group fell in behind Lt. Col. WEMPLE and

Gapt. PILAT'S foree just out of Asten and the whole group closed in the new En. &rea by
233¢. Company "C" and Company “A® were not released by C.C.R. until the next morning

so they did not arrive in the Bn. area until about POf@ on e 30th of Oct 44.

30 October, 1944 -

The day wes devoted to re-organizing the Companies and wvehiculgr and weapons
maintenance. : S i e

The Battalion Commander hsd a meeting of all Officers st the Ba. C.P. at 133¢ and all
phases of the last few days operations were discussed. The Ba, Commander instructed
all Officers to point out to the men the instances in which our weapons and equipment has
proven to be as good and even better than anything the Germsn Army has. Considering what t
the Germans threw at us we feel that we did a pretty good jobr in the last operation
and the Bn. Commsnder encouraged the Officers to get the men to look at it in that light.
There is a tendency for the men to believe that oub tank guns will not knock out a
Gemman Tiger Tank. Lt. HUMMEL, a Platoon leader in Company "B", knocked out a Tiger -
 at 1400 yards with his 760l tank gun. There is no doubt but what our 75MM tank gun p
and 760 guns will knock cut the Tiger Tanks. Of course we should try o hit the German
tanks on the flenks or in the tracks, but they definitely can be knocked out. '
Lt. Col., WEIMPIE pointsd out one case where a Germen Mark IV orV Tank was knocked out
by a 37 Mi{ gun from an armored cer from troop "D® of the 87th RON, Squadron, It, Col.
HEWPIE praised the work of Capt RAU ‘and his troop "D® of the 87th RON. Squedron very
highly. This one troop was screening about a six mile front when this action started
gnd they worked with WEMPIE'S forece throughout the action. They suffered lots of
casualties but Lt., Col, WEMPLE believes that they accounted for at least 5 Germans to
one of thelr losses. During the action from 27th October 1944 through the 29th of
October, 1944, Company ®AY knocked out one German Tank; Company "B got five Germen .
Tanks and Company M0 got five German Tanks making a total of sleven for the En. We
lost a tobtal of seventeen medium tanks, three light tanks, one assault gun and two
peeps, Our persomnel losses for the action were: Officers: Wounded s Ii-‘lissir? In
Aetion:__&_ 5 Enlisted Men: Killed_3 _ , wounded 37 , Missing In Actiondd .
' This action proved that the men and Officer's in our newly formed Patrol Sectlon
 are good. Oapt. PILAT praised their work very highly and stated that It, FELTON'S
actions were particularly praiseworthy. We do not intend to use those men for the
type of work that they did during this sction, that is, ss dismounted protection for the
tanks, but this was an emergency and the men came through with flying colors, We feel
confident thet they will prove very valusble to the Battalion in Patrol work in the

Lk future.

As we hsve previously stated Companies ™A' and ®CW worked directly under COR during this

action from 27 October, 1944 to 29 October, 1944, They were employed in the push ;

towsrd MeYel along the Asten Me¥el road. The terrain over which they were working was

tneuited for tanks snd geveral tsnks were lost because they became mired down in the

soft swampy ground while they were trying to maneuver, Company "A* iwk lost L.

CONNINGHAU, who was wounded in action., It, OSWALD who was commanding the Company

was evacuated during the afternoon of the 28 th October 1944 because of heart trouble

 and Lt, CARPENTER was relieved of Command on the 29 October, 1944 and It. Nizenski

took command and later in the afternoon Lt. GARTER was placed in commsnd of the Company.
Gompany "C® under command of Lt, URBOM was held in reserve until the 29th October,

1944, on which date it moved through our "A® Company and supported the Infantry action

s ew N
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.&t 1125 Capt.PILAT was ordered to send f'our tanks back to his criainal pos:.tlm to
support and ald the Infantry at that point.

At 1§15 Lt. FOGG the I and R. platoon leader who was Outpoating the Asseult gums
with his platoon reported that his position was being fired on by snemy tanks, Artillery,
and small arms and that he mist move out, jOENE One of the assault guns wes knocked
out by the enemyp tsnk fire., ILt. FOGG was the only Officer at this point for Tt.,

 BUGEK the assault gun platoon lesder had been wounded by Artillery fire on the previous dg
end evacuated. It, POGG was instructed to take his group and join Capt. PILAT's forces
who were around the vicinity of 687119, Lt, FOGG did this immediately a,nd by 1§45 he

- was cloged into Capt. PILATIS force.

- At 11¢g¢ Company "D% was being reorganized and was preparing to move back to the
gouth gnd esst 1o maintain contact with the enemy.

At 115§ we received a report from C.C.B. that = P.W. from the 11 Para Regt., who
was capbured in the vieinity of Idesel reported that he saw four Panzer and six Tiger
tanks in the vicinity am of Heitrsk earlier in the morning and that they were .
possibly sround with f£lame throwers.

At 113@ "B Company repor'bed that they were receiving some enemy artillery fire on
their pogition.

At 1315 Lt, Col. HWEWMPIE ordered our D Company to form e screen along the ncrth
south 1ine between the Co-Ordinstes 681152 and 677166, The "D® Company mission was to
prevent and’ movement across that area from the Esst. In other words, they were to hold
. that designeted line. Company "D® immediately moved into the new position in compliance
with the order. i ]

About 13¢d the Infentry, which had-held the position where our ¥B* Compsny was
originally located in vieinity of 694113, moved to our “B® Company position in

vieinity of 687119 and dig in sbout two hundred yards to the east and south of our tank
position. The four “B® Company tanks which had been with the Infantry force took up g ym=
position with the rest of Capt. PILAT'S force.

1t, Col, WEMPIE ordered Capt. EIIAT to have Lt., FELTON, our Patrol Seetion lesder
to clear a route to the west by which Capt. PIIAT could remove hils force if he were
ordered to do so later, It., FELTON, performed this migsion and found s route over which
the forece could be moved to the west to the town of Voordeldank. There was a bridge
over a csngl at 684116 that needad some repairs so Lt FELTON took a detail down and

repaired the bridge,

At 1520 we received a report from our "D Company that they were receiving smx
drtillery fire. v

At 1525 Capt. PILAT reported that they were receiving some smgl11 arms fire f‘r‘om their
front or from the east,

At 160¢ Lt., HARDIN'S platoon in Company ¥B* took an anemy tank under Pive in the
vicinity of 691115 btut they did not knock it out, it turned and went back to the south.
Capt. PILAT reported four German tanks at 1615 in the vicinity of 694118. They were
fired upon, but it is not known whether we got any of them. We requested memx our Air
Missidn to fire on these tanks but it was denied because they were too close to m oy
troops.

At 179¢ Gapb. PILAT reported that the enemy was giving them hell with direct fire
- weapons, probably tanks, and artillery. They set fire to a haystack nesr which his tanks

were located. They had lots of trouble putting it out. It, FELTON'S gction in this '
case Was outstanding for he climbed up on top of the hay-sgtack in the face of enemp .
smgll arms and mk artillery fire and pulled the burning straw off and helped put the
fire out, It was getting dark and if the fire had not been put out, it ww.ld have been
fatal for it wonld have illuminated our whole position,

At 173 #B® Compsny captured four vriskoners who were from the 115 PZ (‘xr GTBn.‘ﬁegt.
The prisoners were turned over to our Infantry.

At about 1745 we received word that our units were to be relieved snd thet we were
to move 0 an assembly area in the vieinity of Wearheeze. The units which were at

Vlierdon awscmeceh m were to move under ths command of the Ex-(}fficer ami $

ias ol
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for the momth of Septeumber 13944,

T,

Task Force WEMPLE which was composed of Co "A"™ snd Hg & Hg Co of the 17th
Tank Bn, Co "A"™ of the 386th Inf Bn, Btry "C" of the 440th F. A. Bn, one Platoon
of Ingineers from the 25rd Frgineer Bn snd one Platoon of T. D.'s from the B8l4th
T. D. Bn went into an assembiy position east of Verdun, France nesr the town of
Etein at 1g@P on 1 September 1944, C.C."R", Hq and the other two task forces
under that commend zlsgo gssembled gt thet point however the task forees emsined
intact. That is the various elements of the task forces did mot revertt o their
. regpective unit commanders, All of the forces of C.C,"R" remzined in ths position
until 153%f on 2 September 1944 et which time the commend moved back to the west
't._g an ascembly srea near the town of Dieppe-sous-Douavmont.

Task Force WEMPLE closed in the new area at Dieppe-sous—-Dousumont at 1738
2 September 1944, All of the elements of the 17th Tank Bn reverted to the Bn
control on 3 September 1944 while still in this same area. The Bn remsined in
this seme sree until 6 September 1944 because the Division could neot get fuel
to move with. During the period 3 Septeumber Lo 6 September the Bn performed some
mich needed maintenance, The light tank company, Co "D", turned the tracks on
all their tenks and the medium tank companies gob replacements for the tracks Z
wiich were worn out on their temks, IV was during this period thet the Bn rece~
ived its first issue of Cognac which waes received very favorably by most of the
mwen., The Bn Commander controlled the issuing of the spirits in such a2 wey that
no one could abuse the privilege, in other words there was no excessive &inking.

L6714

The Bn strength for duty as of 5 September 1944 was 37 Officers, 2 Warramb
Officers and 644 Fnlisted Men. On this date companies "A" apd "B" were detached
fron the Bn end placed under the command of the commanding officer of the 87th
Ren Sguadron, The history of these two companies of the 17th Tark Bn for the
peried during which they were sttached to the 87th Ren Squadron wilil be fund in
that Units! History.

The 17th Tank Bn received information in regard to the next move or oper— |
ation in the morning of 6 September 1944 from C.C."R" Hy which in breif ws te
sttack with the Division to the east snd crogs the Hoselle River in the vieinity
of etz then on to the Rhine River st Framkfurt, The 17th Tank Bn mims compsniesg
"AM and "B" was to attack under C.C."R" along the route Eix, Chatillon, Haudiomont,
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Pintheville, Maizeray, Moulotte, Hammonville-au-Pessage, Mars-la-Tour, Vionvilile,
Rezonville, Gravelotte, Ars-sur-loselle at which point the loseile River crossirg
was to be made. C.C."R" was to follow in column along the route indiceted cbove
end it was to proceeded by a task force fram “G" G, "BW,

At 133J, 6 September 1944 Lt Col JOHN P, WHMPLE called & meeting of his
officers and gave them a1l of the information aveilable in regard to the coming
operation. The order of march within the Bn wes given as follows: I & R Platoon,
Co "C", Horter Platoon, Bn Hg, Hg Co, Co "D", Trains (which were ammunition
trucks and Bn Maintenance Section). The remainder of the trains were to revert
to C.C.BRY comtrol.

The Bn started moving out on the route listedebove at 1587 on 6 Sept ember
1944, At this time the Bn strength was 26 officers, 2 W.0's and 432 E, L Co's
nan g MBU had moved out at ¢ll5 6 Sept 44 in the 87th Ren Task Force. At this
time Co "C" had 9 medium tanks with 75mm guns, 2 midim tanks with 76mm zuns, one
105 assault gun tank, 8 one guarter ton cars, one helf track and ome tank recovery
vehicle. Co "D" had 18 M5A1 light tanks, 2 one guarter ton cers eni one<3 tonm
truck, Ha & Hg Co had 9 helf trscks, 7 one guarter ton vehicles, three 105mnm
assault tanks and one medium tank. Service Co bhad 34 2% ton trucks, 2 quarter
ton vehicles, 2 three guarter ton trucks, 1 C & R vehicle, one half trackend one
wrecker, :

The movement during the day of the 6th of Sept was rather slow because ail
roads were congested with troops, however, at 197 the Bn pulled off the rosd with
C.C."R" into an assembly ares just west of the town of Mars-la-Tour. 4t this time
we found that the leading elements were stopped just beyond the town of Rezonville
by enemy ection, The enemy had A.,T. guns, Infantry end mines. Strerngth of enemy
was estimated at 5 companies of men who had been recently shifted from the Russian
front to set up a defense gt this point. At 233F the Bn C.0. received andert
notice from C.C."R" with an order to be prepsred to attack on call. The plan was
for C.C."B" te attack in two columns with C.C."R" in the middle., The Bn €.0. issued
his order to the Bn in case the plan was executed, Co "G" was to lead the atbsk
followed by the assault guns then the Bn Commender, Co "D" mimis the mortars, Bn
Hy, Hy Co, Medics and two tanks from Co "DL". The I & R Platoon was to bewith the
Bn Hg section to be used for speciel missions.

The Bn stood by all night on the alert for further orders but they were not
received. The weather was cold and cloudy all night with some rain and it wmas
still cloudy and raining some at J8@@ on the morning of the Tth,

&6 1138, 7 Sept 1944 the Bn received orders from C,C."R" to move up to the
town of Rezonville and to start the movement in ten wmimites. The Bn started the
move &t 114¢ and moved into an assembly position north and east of the town of
Rezonvillie gt 1215, While in this position enemy artillery five fell inour area
but no casuzlties resulted.

At 1437 Co "C" of the 17th end the Hortar Platoon were atitached toa force
commanded by Col. KEELER which was to attack via Gravelotle to Ars-sur-iioseile
to a point just north of Dornot on the Moselle River., Qur tanks and mortars were
to support the Infentry while they crossed the river and formed a bridgehlmd, The

0
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tillery Bns in C.C."R" to deliver heavy fire for thirty
gu.;&m?tg:sjigg ;il}gogwgogéol. K?ELE‘R'S force moving out. 4 Bn of Infantry was to
oroceed in front of the tanks on foot. However the Division Commarder cem for-
ward before the plan wes executed znd ordered that the attack be pushed on more
repidly, 4s & result the artillery concentration was mot laid dowm.

2t 142§ Co "Ct and the Morter Platoon moved forward benind the Imfamiry.
Co "C" was ordered to move a Platoon close to the woods to the I!.eft flenk aad de-
liver fire to protect Infantry. Fnemy was firing on our tamks with suall erms am
mortars. At 154F Co "CM's commender reguested our mortars to put fire on dug-in
enemy positions to his left which they did immediately. Enemy sbrergth &t ti:ﬁ."s point
was estimeted at 20 men in well dug-in positions with machinpe guns ,*r:i'},es, m‘ortfa.z“s
ana bazookas. At 151F Lt Col WEIPLE was ordered to eome forward behind Col KEELIR'S
force to act &s rear guard with his remaining force.

irinsl plen wes for the tanks to move along each flank alorg & valley
with ggzdgrii bo‘bhpsidesand for the infantry to advance.down_be'bween the tanks f"'f‘d
under their protection. However afier getting into the fight it was_fmn_d thet t{ns
plan would not work for the terrsin was not exsctly like the commanders i hought it
wes and the movement wes not fast enough.

4t 1615 one tank on the left flank was hit by & bozooke and four members of
the crew left the tank. The lest man couldn't get out becsuse the tenk wes surr-
ounded by Germans. The man left in the tank was Tec 4 BOOTH and he cailed Capt
GEORGE on the radio and asked him what to do. Capt GEORGE told him to try and start
the tenk and try to back it out and that he, Capt GEORGE would be down to help him.
Sgt BOOTH started the tenk and Caplt GEORGE moved his tank down and put fire on the
eneny while Sgt BOOTH backed the tank up to a safe position. Four members of the
tank crew were evacuated but they were not seriously wounded. One Officer, Lt FRAMK
B. ZINN, was evacusted with a hand wound. The tank was hit in the turret and dem-
zged but can be repaired.

The ssszult guns were moved up and pub direct fire on enemy positions and the
mortars were moved to & position so they could put fire on the left flank,

Two light tenks from Co "D" were called up to assist evacuate some wainded
infentrymen, The tanks went over close to a wooded area flunting for the wounded
men and one tank commander, Sgt HAMMOND saw a German preparing to fire a bazooka
at his tank, Sgt HAMMOND turned his tank sharply and the bazooka hit histank st &n
angle on the side and did not penetrate. However the eguipment on the back of the
tank caught fire. 4s soon as the fire was put out Sgt HAMHMOND took his section back
to try to destroy the men that had fired on him, Sgt HANNMOND and his tank crew
showed plenty of calmness and ability during this operation.

it 1715 Cept GEORGE was ordered te precede the inflanbry with one platoon of
medium tanks. The route to be followed was & very narrow trail through dense woods.
The tank platoon sterted along the route with the infantry dismounted and followirng
the tanks and they proceeded in this formation until 1817 when the whole ation was
halted by higher headguarters. They did not meet any enemy resistance inthe woods
which is very fortunste for the trail was so nsrrow and the woods so dense thet it
would have been very easy for the enemy Lo have destroyed the tarks with bazookss.
it this time an element of the 5th Inf. Div. was ordered to relieve this task force

WP
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and proceed with the mission, C.C."R" was ordered to withdraw as they were
relieved by the 5th to the original assembly area near Han-la=Tours. The 17th
Tank Bn mims Co's "A"™ and "B" were back in the assembly area by 21d7.

The Bn was in the assembly area near iars-la-Tours on 8 Sept 44 and he
Bn Commander was informed that "AM & "BY companmies had reverted to his control
and that they would join the Bn in this assembly area. Orders were lssued to
all elements in the asseumbly zrea to perform all maintensnce possible at tnis time,
Companies "A" & "B" re-joined the Bn et 16@¢ and their tanks and vehicles were
inmediately re-fuelled and their emmunition supply wes replemnished.

At 163f on & Sept 44 the Bn Commander was called to C.C."R" Hy and was infor-
med thet the 17th Tank- Bn had been attached to the 90th Inf, Div, The 90th Inf.
Div., was thought to be in danger of a heavy tank sttack and the 17th was® be used
in repelling such an attack., Lt Col WEMPLE proceeded immediately to the 9 Oth Inf.
Div. Hg which was to the north near the town of Higny. The executive officer was
ordered to slert the Bn and have it resdy to move at the Bn Commenders orders. The
Bn Commender carried part of the I & R Platoon forwerd with him to be used to send
back and guide the Bn to the new location. :

it 18@@ the Bn Commander ordered the Bn to move forwerd to an assenbly area
near the town of Hainville, At 1813 the head of thé column moved on theroad, The ..
route was on the highway through the tﬁpns of Mars-la-Tours, Conflans, Abbeville,
Ozerailles, Fleviler, Lixieres, Merry-la-see and Maimnville. The march to the new
ares was very orderly and uneventful; we did not comtact the enemy and did not lose”
any vehicles due to mechanical failure. The Bn closed in the assembly area just
South of Mainville by 2¢15. The Bn Commender and the I & R. Platoon leaders had
picked oubt the assembly area and the Bn was guided into the area by the I & R
platoon. This area was excellent for our purpose for it was wooded with excellent
fields of fire from the north and east the direction from which the enemy was most
likely to atteck. The Bn remained in the area until {#78#, 10 sept 44.

The 17th Tank Bn was pleced in reserve by the 80th Inf Div and the Bn Commandier
and the different sbtaff sections made periodic visits to the Div Hg in order to
keep up with the situation. During the night of the Sth and 10th of Sept the Bn re-
ceived an order to displace forward on the following morning to an assedyy position
near the town of Sancy, The route to follow was Mainvilile to Mairy to Andermy to
Sancy. The march was started at #7¢¢ and the Bn closed in the assembly area neer
Sency ot @#8@5. The Bn Commender end steff officers went to fudon-le-Roman to con-
tact the 90th Inf Div Task Force Commander ami to find out how the Bn would be em-
ployed. The Bn was ordered to remain on the alert and to stamd by for orders.

At 1345 the Bn reeeived an order reverting the 17th Tank Bn back tot he 7th
Armd Div and under the cammand of C.C."R". There was no specific instructions as
to where the Bn should go so the Bn Commander decided to retuwrn to our origiml
C.C."R" assembly area near Mars-le~Tours, The order of march was I & R Platoon,
Co "B", Co "A", Hq & Hg Co, Co "C", Co "D" and Serv Co. The Bn moved out at 143g¢
and the march progressed very satisfactorjly along the route Samcy, Triewx , Briey,
Jerney and slong N 52 toward Hers—-le-Tours until 1615 at which time the colunn was

W
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halted on the highwey near Mers-la-Tours at 1637 at this poimt on highwey N52
the Bn received the following message: "Proceed to Conflava then to Betilly, thence
to St. Herie-sux-Cheves, then to assembly area, gas up and await orders.”

it 1635 the Bn Commander comtacted the Executive Officer of C.C."R" and re-
ceived orders to proceed to the assewbly ares near St. HMarie along the route Mars-
la-Tours, Brunville, Dencourt, Jouaville, Betilly, St Ail and St Warie which the
Bn did and closed in the assembly area at 193%. The Bn Commender went toa unit
commanders meeting at 213% and called for & compary commanders meeting at his Bn
Hg at 2%3@. The Bn Commander returned to Bn Hg at 235 with his order from C.C."R"
Again C.C."R" was to be divided inmbo three task forces with the mission of clearing
out the enemy resistance in the vieinity of Marerge-Silvange, Semecourt, Bronveux,
Feres, and St. Privat. Lt Col WEMPLE wes placed in commend of Task Force WP LE which
consisted of Co "C", Hg & Hy Co of the 17th Tank Bn, one cempary of the 58th Inf,
one platoon of T.D.'s from the 8l4th T.D. Bn and one platoon of Engineers from the
33rd Eng. Bn. Lt. Col KEILER was to command Tesk Force KEELER which was composed of
Co "A" of the 17th Tank Bn pius Inf, Eng. &nd T.D, elements. Hajor RAMKIN was in
command of Task Force RAMKIN composed of Co "B" of the 17th Tank Bn plus Inf, Erg.
and T.D. elements, The plan was for Task Force WinrLE followed by Task Force
KEELER to attack from assembly area at St. Marie slomg the route Romcourt, Pierre-
villers and to the west and back through the valley between Feres aid Mesramge.
Silvenge., Lt. Col, WEMPLE ascembled the officers commsnding the elements of his
task force at 255¢ and issued his order. It was known that we would not meet enemy
resistence until after we had passed through Pierrevillers end over the high ground
to the north snd west of thet town, so his plan was as follows: The tusk force
would move out mounted in their vehicles in the following order: one plstoon of
medium tenks leading with & platoon of infentry right with them mounted in half-
tracks., In other words two tenks would lead followed by two sgquads or two infentry
helf-tracks; then a tenk and & half-track snd & tenk and & hali-track. The forward
observer from the 440th F_i. Bn. who was mounted in a medium tenk was to merch just
behind the two lead tenks, The platoon of T.D.'s wes placed behind this tenk in-
fantry point formation to be followed by a platoon of tenks, a pletoon of infentry,
a platoon of tanks =nd a platoon of engineers; then the Hg section followed by the
asssult gun platoon end the morters, Lt Col iMPLE ordered thet the Torce p roceed
along the rozd in this formation until resistance weg met 2t which time the infen-
try was to dismount snd sttack on foot. The lesding element was to cross the I.P.
just out of the assembley arez at @63@. The attack was leunched as planned =t @637
on the morning of 11 September 1844, All treins remsined in the assembly sresa neer
st. Merie, :

=t the time the atteck wes lesunched it wss known thet the enemy occupied the
old forts along the high ground south and west from Semecourt znd Feres., Due to
the nature of the terrsin the vehicles were tc remain on the rosd until resistence
was met and it became necessary to deploy the forece.

At @735% on 11 September 1944 the point oif the Tazsk Force rem into & road block

on the road about 1,000 yards beyond the zbrupt right turn in our route of advence
or at the point where the reilroad passed over the road., The Germens had blovm the
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reilroad over—pass snd the rzils end ties blocked the rozd; they had placed & few
mines snd booby treps 2t this point. This block was on the crest of a hill and it
wee possible to by-pass it to the right so the tanks and the infentry pulled up To
the crest of the hill on the right sna deployed along the crest and the engineers
were called forward to clear the road block., &5 soon as our tanks snd infentrymen
exposed themselves on the crest of the hill the enemy firec on them with small srms,
machine guns snd artillery., The artilliery was identified as 105mm. £t this poin®
there wes a slight hill to our right, hight ground to the left and a high ridge to
our right front along which we knew the forts were located, This high ground which
was held by the Germsns wes wooded end furnished excellent concealment for them for
this resson; our troops could not locate the exsct positions of the Germans. Our
tenks end infentrymen from our position on the crest fired at &1l likely tergets.
The plztoon of Tank Destroyers were brought forward znd deployed zlong the crest of
the hill and fired on &l1 likely tergets. The platoon of Tank Destroyers were brou-

ght forward and deployed along the crest of the hill znd fired on 211 likely teargets.

The enemy had at least three artillery pieces end they fired intermittedly on our
force from #73¢ on throughout the day. The infantry hud several cesuslties from
small arms fire end the artillery esrly in the morning. In fect they were forced to
remain behind behind the erest of the hill to our right for the enemy placed very
accurste fire all along our force even behind the crest of the hill.

At 1§04 the Force Commender ordered the mortsrs to place smoke on the hill to
our right which they did. However this smoke on the eremy probsble 0.P. did not
stop the artillery fire. '

At 1115 the force was ordered to continue the attack regardless of artillery
fire, The tenks led out znd the sttack proceeded over the crest and down into the
valley. The tanks placed heavy fire on a dug-in position on our left flank end it
wes estimated thzt sbout 20 Germsns were killed. The one medium tenk compeny (Co.
uC#, 17th) =nd the infentry company (Co "B", 38th¥ which were leading the attack
were stopped in the velley by heavy artillery fire snd small zrms fire. However
. the enemy hed such exccllent natural conceslment and cover that the zctusl enemy
positions could not be loceted. The asssult gun pletoon had been movea to & posi-
tion where it could place fire in front of the attacking elements but since we
could not locste the enemy gun positions it wes not knovn whether their fire was
efiective.,

The tanks pushed out in front of the infantry ond when the artillery fire
snd smell armeg fire beceme so intense the infentry beceme sepsrated from the tenks,
This whole attack force was in & very bad spot for they were exposed to fire from
the forts to their front and to fire from the high ground teo their left flank.

&t epproximately 12¢f Colonel MALONEY the C.C."R" Commander, Major LiUER, the
-3 end Lt, Col, KELLER who commanded Task Force KEFLER were wounded by srtiliery
Tire. Col. MALONEY &nd Lt. Col. KEELER were evacuated, however Col. MaLONEY gave
Lt. Col, WEMPLE his place snd orders before he was evacusted, The plen wes to push
Tesk Force KEFLER over the crest of the hill &nd to the right of the Task Force
WEWMPLE and bring Task Force RANKIN up to protect the rear of both foreces. £t this
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snd Captain NEIL took Task Force KBEELER. Tesk Force KEELER and Task Force
RaNAIN started moving into their position according to the plan. However the
artillery fire continued and it was becoming even more obvious all the time
that this force could not go down the val¢ey'in front of the forts along the
Feres ridge &5 planned.
&

Lt. Col, H:RT wes placed in commend of C,C."R" snd Lt, Col, WEMPLE assumed
commsnd of him force agajn. 4t 1515 it was decieded that C.C."R" could not
accompl;gg .. . the miscion as plenned znd the forces were ordered $o withdraw
to & position behind the ridge from which the original attack was lsunched,

The caspalties in this operation weres Co "G" of the 17th Tank Bn hed one
officer killed by artillery fire, Lt. STEIS, end one tank commander, Sgt, WAKE
injured and evacuated. They evacuated two mekium tenks becsuse of -ithe damzge
done by the zrtillery one of which was Captain GEORGE's tank, the company comm-
ander, Co "B" of the 38th Iaf Bn hed fifteen (15) casualties including one off-
icer znd two enlisted men killed, Lt, GEIGER who commended compsny "B" of the
38th Inf Bn was wounded by srtillery fire and evecusted.

Co "A" of the 17th Tank Bn, Capt PIER's company was pulled back to the
ridge and left to repel any counter ettack which the enemy might mske. ©Co "CY
of the L7th Tank Bn was moved with Bn Hg of the 17th to an assembly position
along the roed between Pierrevillers end Silvenge. The assénlt Gun Plstoon end
the Mortar Platoon were sent back to St. Marie to furnish protection for the
trains. Co "D" of the 17th minus one platoon which was attached to C.C. "RV Hg
and one platoon which was attached to an srtillery Bn wes sent to the trains
area, Uo "B" of the 17th wus held in the vicinity of Pierrevillers to be used
in a night operation.

Mzjor RANKIE with one platoon from Co "B Ji the 17th, some elements of the
48th Inf znd a scuad of Lng*neers was given the mission of c¢rossing the hill
from the north sndé securing an 0.P. position near the town of Marenge-Silvenge.
This micsion wag zccomplished durlng the night of 11-12 Cept 44 ana the tenk
platoon hed no casuslties. ; 2 F

Lte Col, 7EMPLE was ordered toitske & force composed of ome tank platoon
and elements of the 38th Inf wnd a squad of Engineers over the high ground to
the south-eest znd secure cn 0.P, position in the v‘c'n;ty of Bronvaux. This
mission was accomplished during the night of 11-12 tept 44. However, the tanks

were not used zs the timber was so dense that the tanks could not get through.

During the day of 12 tept-44 the 17th Tank Bn simply held its position while
the artillery end the zir-cerps worked on the enemy positions., Lt. Col. ADAMS -
assumed commend of C.C."E" on this date. At 194g, Co "B' of the 17th Tank Bn
weas given the mission of securing the town of 8%. Privet. Thlis compeny was or—
dered by higher Hq, to dismount some of its taenk crews and tuke them into the
tom to secure it., The tanks could not be taken into the towm beczuse it waos nod
cleax of mines snd bocby traps. Co "BY of the 17th, commended by Captain PILAT
held thig town until zfter dark or the night f the 14th September 1944, at which
time it was relieved by elements of the S0th Inf. Div.

The 17th Tenk Bn was inactive during the day of 13 Sept 44, Bn Hg, Hg Co,
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tollowed by the rest of the Bn moved to & new sssembly ares nesr Puxdux after it
wag or@ered to do so by C.C."RB" =t 14/ on 14 Sept 44; meving with C,C,"E",

At 1§85 on 14 Sept 44, Bn Hg, Hg. Go., Go "A" and Co "C" started moving from
the erea of Pierreville to the asscmbly zres near St. Marie., &t this time one
platoon of Co "D" was attached to the 558th Field srbty Bn for their protection,
one p latoon was attached to C,C."E" Hg end the remsinder of the company was att—
eched To the CG.C."R" trains. :

The trains were all brought under C,C,"E" control snd the 17th Tenk Bn Ser—
vice Co, Commender, Cant GEHRLING was placed in commsnd of the treins.,

4% 1504 on the 14th the Battalion started the march to Purieux by the route
of St, Merie, Batilly, Jouaville, Doncourt, Bruville, Mers La Tours znd Pusieux.
The merch was very orderly and uneventful and the Bn was closed in bivouse by 1750.
The Bn remsined in this assembly area nesr Puxieux the night of 14-15 dept 44 ond
until zbout 14%# of the 15th,

Doring the morning of the 15th the Bn Commender, Lt. Col., WEMPLE received his
orders end the plsns for the next operation. Briefly the plzn was for the Tth £.D,
te crose the lioselle River in the vicinity of .rnaville, pass through the 5th Inf.
Div. end circle czround Metz end seize the high ground on the east side of the river
in the vieinity of Thionville to form a bridgehesd for the S0th Inf. Div. to cross
the river. The divicion was to attack in two columns or two forces after the river
was crogsed, C.C.'"R" snd C,C,"A" were to teke the morth route through the towms of
arry, Lerry, Sillepny, Pommerieux, Verny, Pontoy snd on around %o the high ground te
the north and east of Metz in the vicinity of Thionville, C.C."BM was to stteck al-
ong & route more or less parellel to this route.but to the south and esst of it. C,
C. "a" was to lead the atteck followed by C.C."H" but C.C."A" was not relieved by the
20th Div, ss guick &5 had been expected so C.C."R" sttscked first,

Lt, Col, VWENPLE was placed in commsnd of the sdvance guard which was compoced of
one platoon from the 87th Ren Sguadron, Co "A", Hyq & Hg Co of the 17th, Co "A" of ihe
56th Inf,, one platoon of the 8l4th T,U, Bn., one platoon of the 53rd fng. Bn., and
one battery of the 440th F.4, Bn, Co "B" of the 17th was to be used as a right flank
guard end Co "C" was to be with the main body of C,C,"R", Co DM of the 17th was
still split up between the 5538th F.4, Bn, C.C,"R" Hg and C,.C,"R" trains.

luring the morning of 15 Sept 44 Col, HEFN:R agsumed commana of C.0."R%,

4% 1115 on the morning of 15 Sept 44 Lt, Col WillPLE zssembled his officéfs and
igsued his order for the attack, Since the river crossing hed been securea br C.C.
"BY, of the Tth A.D, and the 5th Inf, Div,, we did not expect to meet the enemy un-
til we were across the river so the following march order was given: Cne pletoon
trom the 87th Ren Sgd, Co "A" of the 17th, Co "A" of the 38th Inf. bn, the T,B.
blatoon, the Engineer Pletoon, the F.A. Battery, Bn Hg of the 17th, the Mortar ple-
toon end the ssssult Gun pletoon., Co "BY of the 17th Tenk Bn plus one platoon from
the 87th Hen Sgd which was to be the right flank gusrd wes to march behind the ad-
vance guard until =fler we had crossed the river. This of course wes followed oy
the mein body of C. C,'R" a part of which was Co "C" of the 17th Tank Bn.

4t 143% on the 15th of Sept 44 the_leadinghelemenfs of the Advence Guerd passed
the I.P. wnich was nesr the towm of Puxdeux, The route to the river was on & high-
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wey to Lhambley, rsvilie, Quville, Bayonville, srsnville and then to the river
crossing, The merch to the river snd the crossing itself was uneventiul except
thet the crossing was slow, Two pontoon bridges were across the river bub the
traffic on the other side was congested, therefore the crossing was sglow. The 5th
Inf, Liv, end €,C."B" had had much trouble in meking the crossing for the enemny
had placed heavy artillery fire on them all the time. In fact, the crossing wes
still under ertillery fire on the day that we crossed but it haprened that the
enemy was not firing rignt at the time that we crossed, however the bridges were
protected by a hesvy smoke scree? a8 we crossed,

&+t 1845 we pasced through the tomn of irry snd by 1935 we were tnrough the
town of Lerry which had just been captured by the 5th Inf. Div.

4t 2¢/2@ the Ben Platoon from the 87th Ren wes sent forward to try to deter—
mine what wes in front of us. They moved on past the roszd to the north of serie-
ulles and to the edge of the woods, This platoon reported they could hear motors
tunning in the woods and & rosd block in the edge of the woods, By this time the
savence guard hed drasn enemy mechine gun fire from the left flank. The advance
guaerd pulled off the road &t this position and deployed to the right of the road.
This wee near the junction of the road to Merieulles and the road to the esst of
Sillegny. Co's "A' & "BW of the 17th were deployed to the right of the rozd to
aavance to the east and Co "C" of the i7th was brought up 2na deployed to the left
of the road as a left flank-gumsrd. The whole C.C."A" remzined in this position
throughout the night, Lt. Col WHWPLE formilated his plans for pushing his advence
guerd forward eerly the next morning and issued his order. The medium tanks were
to attack slong the road followed closely by the infentry, the T,.D,'s and the Ags-
ault Guns,

it #7540 on 16 Sept 44 Capt PIER with his Co "A" of the 17th moved out. They
drew some small arms fire from the left flank snd from the woods to the front as
soon as they reached them. it 837 the sdvence gusrd was stopped by the road block
in Ghe woods. The engineers were sent forwsrd to remove the block but prior to this
tne Infantry commended by Capt Dal JENMNINGS wes brought up to cover the bloeck while
the engineers remcved it. From this point the infantry preceeded the tanks for the
W 0ods were very thick and the tanks could not leave the rosd. 'The enemy withdrew
ag we pushed forward but they left three road blocks. These blocks were formed by
felling lerge trees acrose the road. By 11/ the infantry snd engineer tesm hed
cleared ‘the road for a distance of about 400 yards or to the first clesgring in the
woods and the tanks moved up to this point, This clearing in the woods was ebout
200 yards wide ond the forward elements reported ememy sctivity in the woods to the
front; they could also see that more timber had been fsllen scross the rosd ghesd,
Daring this time our artiliery hed gone into position end wes putting fire on the
roed to our front. The enemy started putiing srtillery snd morter fire on the area
occupied by the 17th Tank Bn C.P, and the C.C."R" C.P. early in the morning of the
18th of Sept @nd continued to do so throughout the day, The artillery fire was
coming from the north and east but we could not definitely locate thelr guns. The
enemy hed their artillery zeroed in on the roads in this vieinity snd the firing
placed on the roads did not seem to be observed however, some of the tire was ob-
served for it was too accurate for uncbserved fire, The enemy counter babtery fire
wes emezingly sccurate. The babtery of artillery which was a pert of the sdvance
guerd wes compelled by enemy fire to move several times during the day of the 1Gth

of bept 44, :
e
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It wes smazing how few easuaities that the 17th Tank Bn hsd duri ng the day
end night of the 16th snd 17th of Sept for we were under sriillery fire zlmost con-
stently during thie period. Hg Co. had one non-bcttie casuslty evecuated sna two
enlisted men wounded and evacusted with shrapnel wounds, Hq Co had one half-track
knocked out by artillery fire, Go "A" of the 17th had one msn killed by artillery
fire snd three other enlisted men wounded anc eveacusated, These men were all outside
of their tank when they were wounded, None of the other companies had any veblcular

_ or personnel casuslties, Co "4" of the 17th with Co "A" of the 38th Inf Bn znd the
p latoon of engineers tried throughout the dey of the 16th to push on through the
woods toward the town of Sillegny but the ememy srtillery fire end sutomstic wespon
fire from the woods held up the attack. At 183 our srtillery lsid down & heavy
concentration on the woods to our front snd =t 164F the sitack moved forward. By
183¢ the infentry had pushed throvugh the woods and set up outposts on the edge of
the woods. The enemy had withdrawn from the woods to the town of Sillegny when our

. ertillery shelled the woods. The Bn C.P. was moved up to the first clearing in the
woods end all the Hy Co venicles were dispersed in this area. It rained hard during
the night of the 16th end 17th and the enemy continued to put ertillery all over ou r |
positions. The infantry was pushed back in the woods by enemy artiliery tfire at 1987
end the Combat Commander ordered that we sll just try to hold our position during the
night, Lt. Col. WElPLE was orderea to push on through the woods and to the town of
Sillegny., The attack was to be launched at @737 on the 17th of Sept. During the

=£n%§§j,g£éthe'17§h the engineers and infentry had clecsred the road throngh the woods

5 $EICh %8s left for ocur protection.

Lt, Col WEMPLE assembled his ofricers at 2207, 16 Sept 44 and issued the foll-
owing order., The artillery was to lzy down & 10 minute concentration cn the ares
Just cutside the woods at #7200, 17 Cept 44 and Co MA" of the 17th supported by Co
"A¥ of the 38th wes to push off on the attack et P7zf. Co "A" of the 38th Inf Bn

wes supposed to hold their position st the end of the woods during the night of 16
and 17 but the wriillery drove them back, They had meny casuslties znd the compeny
was pretty well demorglized. The 38th brought up =nother company of infantry to
support the atteck. The artillery leaid down their fire st #7280 and Co "AT of the
17th moved out st #73f end the infentry was with the tenks, As the attsck moved
up through the woods «nd into the clesring the enemy srtillery fire inereased, in-
fact the fire was so heevy thet the infentry could not proceed so our tenks de—
ployed to the right ¢nd left the rozd just beyond the woods snd held their position.
The 17th Bn tenks remsined in thig holding position throughout the day while the

_&8th Inf Bn re-orgenized their forces. It rained some during the dsy end it wes
really & miserable day with the enemy srtiliery snd the bad weather., Our srtill-
ery tired zll day but the observation was so poor we do not know how efiective
their firing was. He Hg Co €.0., Cept AHEARN wes evacusted due to butile iatigue
and one ofiicer and three enlisted men were evacuated from Co "i", The Bn streng—
th at the end of the day was 38 Officers, 2 Warrant Off{icers and 661 Fnlisted Men,

C.C."R# - plenned to try to take the town of Gillegny egain p 18 cept 44. It
we§s to be & coordinated infemtry snd tenk sttack end the attuck wus to be ot 124,
however the sttack dic not setuslly start until 1515 on the 1Bth of Sept. The plen
was for the tanks to move down close to the town =nd put Tire on it while the in—
fentry went into the town, Li. Col. WIMPLE used his tenks hy having Go "4V deploy
To the leit, Co "B" to the right znd Co "C" was to move straicht up to the town
along the romd. 4As Co "A" of the 17th moved into position on the left they were
taken under fire by direct fire AT guns from the lef't flemk znd from the town.

I

=R e S S e T e I T S




i AALA L AAOIT IS

Authority AJND 7350/ 7

é& NARA Date?’/?—d’s'

3 i

Unit History, 17th TenE Bn for the month of Sept 44 comt'd,

/

Three Co "A" tenks and one recovery vehicle was knocked oub by enemy AT guns end
their exact positions could not be located, however our tonks put fire on a1l like-
ly positions. Co "B" on the right flenk received heavy ertillery fire snd mortar
fire. By 160¢ om the afternoon of the 18th of Sept both (o "4" end Co "BY of the
17th were running low on smmuniiion end fuel so Co "C" was brought up =nd pushed
through to take up ¢the assault position. Co's "A" znd "BY fenmned out to the left
and right flanks to protect the flenks znd deliver what fire they could. smmnition
was brought up to the edge of the woodg under artillery fire snd Co Y"AY gturted
pulling tanks back & section at = time to get ammunition. This process of re-supply
of ammunition was slow but it was the only way it could be accomplished beczuse

_we. could not wesken our line by pulling the wiole cempeny back snd the ammunition

could not be carried up to the tanks becsuse of the intensive artillery fire. is
goon ag il started getting dark on the 18th of Sept Lt. Col VHEMPLE pulled sll three
companies of tanks back slightly but not =1l the wey back to the woods to form a
defensive line for the night. Co "C" held the urez to the fromt or £ast, Co "4V
Joined them on the left flank snd Co "B" on the Rf#f. The assault guns «nd the one
gun whicn wes lelt out of the T.D, platoon were used as flsnk protection. During
the dey of the 18th, Co "4" of the 17th had two men killed and 5 men missing in
action, The other companies had no cesuslties even though they were under artillery
fire precticelly zll day and night, j

On the morming of 1Y% Sept 44 our tenks were still in their holding positions
waiting for the infentry to get reorgenized so we could attack the town of Sillegny
again, &t Y400 the platoon from 87th Hen Sgd which had been cttoched to our orgen—
ization was ordered by higher headquarters to report back to their orgenization. This
platoon nad been a great help to Lt, Cul, WFMPLE for he had used them on seversl
oceasions to rscomnsissance to the flanks for routes =nd the Platoon had glways
accomplished their mission excellently.

Lt f#8gg 19 Sept 44, Capt GEORGE, the compeny commender of Co "C" of the 17th
was killed 'b;;r enemy small srms fire, He was standing up in his tank turret throw—
ing a hand grenade at some dug-in enemy infamtrymsn to his front ot the time he was
kKilled. Gapt GLURGE had done an excellent job «nd his loss wes 2 great blow to his
company. Lt, MAHONEY tock commend of the company cnd carried on efficiently.

Iuring the morning of the 19th of Sept, Capt BILES the Bn s—4 wee up forwsrd
at the forward ammunition dump end was wounded by shrapnel. GSoon after this the
emmunition dump wes moved further to the rear becsuse of the intengive artillery
fire, During the day and night of the 19th tanks were pulled back by sections to

the fuel end smmunition dump for ve-supply. At this time the tenks were ulsgo supp—
lied with weter =nd food for the crews, ;

On the 19th one man from Hg Co., Private JaMkS PAYNE was killed by shrepnel
only &zbout 75 yerds from the Bn (;.b . 2ng av the same time Pvit GORTON wss seriousiy
wounded, Lt BUCEK, the asssult gun platoon lesder znd acting commender of Hq Co at
the same time wes wounded and evacueted; he wes with his platoon on the front lime
when wounded, Co "A" had six men evacuated on this date with battle wounds. Co "G
hed two cesualties in adoition to the company commender. Hy Co hed two men eV
cted with battle fatigue.
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During the morning of the 15th of tept the tenks simply held thelr position
waiting for the infaniry vo get resdy to enter the town again. Since this oper-
stion at Sillegny had begun the 28th Inf Bn hed had four difierent cocmmanders due
to the respective commenders being wounded or killed by enemy artillery fire. Three
Bn Commenders were killed and one wounded,

it 1240 on the 15th two tanks from compesny "i" of the 17th supported by what
remained of the 38th Inf Bn enterea the town of Hillegny znd just inside the tovn
they ren intec 2 road block asnd mines, The infantry started removing the read block
and called the engineers forward. 4£s our troops entered the town the enemy sterted
laying heavy artillery fire on it and there wes very litile enemy resistance in the
town other then the artillery fire, ‘opsrantly the enemy had withdrewn so that bthey
eould p lace ertillery fire on our troops., The artillery fire became so dense end
hesvy that the infentry had gone forward behind our teniks had withdrarn or took re—
fuge in builaing bagements snd our lLenks were left in the town without protection,
Lt 1644 s P.W, reported that sbout 20 enemy tenks were coming into Sillegny from th e
northeast, £fbout this time Uivision notified us that toeir sir corps had destroye
& column of enemy tanks znd zrmored vehicles on the roed to Sillegny northeest of
the town. 4t 1715 the asseult gun pletoon leader reported two enemy tenks approach-
ing the town of Sillegny from the norin end he fired on them as they came into range
but did not stop them, IHowever our Co "C" tenks knocked out one of the tenks and
the other one went on into town. By 1857 the two Co "A" tenks hed been pulled back
out of the town because the enemy infantry wes coming buck into the town with Ba—
zookals and there were no infentry sround to protect the tenks, ipproximetely &
b letoon of infentry from the 38th Inf Bn remeined in the town and barricsded them
selves in & stone building in the southern psrt of the town., They had a radic and
were in contact with C,C."RE" Hg until about midnight when they called for artillery
fire and reported that they were surrounded by enemy infantrymen. e tried to send
& section of tunks into the towm from Co "B" but they could not get in beceuse of
#nti-tenk gun fire and ertillery fire, One tenk wzs knocked out,

By 19f# on the 19th the tanks of the 17th had been pulled back out of the tomm
of Jillegny again to hold a defensive line just west of the town. Agein Co "A" heid
the left flank, Co "C" the center sector and Co "B" the right flenk, During the '
night of the 19th and 20th we received word that C,C,"A" would pees- through our line
on the following day end we would assume the role of supporting their zctions,

The C. C."4" plen was to attack from the esst through our line and to by-puss
the ‘town of Sillegny to the south and teke 2 piece of high ground to the south-east
of the tovn. Co "A" and Co "C" of the 17th were to hold a position on the left tlsnk
so they could plsce fire on the roasds to the north znd esst of the town of sillegny
and thus protect the left flemk of the C.C,"AF effort. Co "B" of the 17th was to
teke up a position to the south to protect the right flank of C.C. "a™,

From 1987 on the 19th of Sept until 160§ on the 2Uth of Sept we simply held our
position moving the tenks around very short distences to try to keep the enemy sr—
tillery from getting direct hits. 4t 16¢F C.C,"A" lsunched their atteck snd we
assumed our role &g support end flank protection which required very 1itile chenge
in our p vsition. One compeny of C,C,"a" tanke plus one compeny of infantry moved
down to the north south rosd approaching Sillegny end here the infentry was pinned
dowmn by enemy artillery fire, Their tenks were not being knocked out by the zr-
tillery but due to the fact tha’ there was an impassible streem to their front they
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could not advence. On the 20th Hy Co evacuated one battle fatigue-case, Co "B
evacucted one officer (Lt THOMPSON) snd one I with battle wounds,

The 17th Tank Bn remszined in the supporting position throughout the day and
night of g1 Sept 44 and up until the af'ternoon of 22 Sept 44, Ve were under
artillery fire most of the time but had no vehicular or personnel casuslties
during this p eriod. The 22nd of Sept was the seventh day thet we had been in
the Sillegny &ares under the heavy enemy artillery fire and meny of our men were
almost ezhsusted. C.C."A"lg attack had not been sny more successful then ours 4
snd we were 211 setting there teking = besting from the enemy srtillery fire. i

At 1015 on 22 Sept 44 we were ordered to move bzck to an assembly area right
on the loselle river just across from the town of Pagnyamd we closed in the aree
by 19¢g. It reined during the night but there wss no enemy ertiliery fire on us
so the troop s enjoyed their first nights rest in about eight days.

Hajor VHITE wes assigned to and joined the 17th Tenk Bn and during the aiter-
noon of the 2Znd was assigned to the Job of Bn o-8,

The Bn had 42 medium tcnkq, 17 1light tanks and 4 105mm ssseult guns which
were aveilable for duty on the 22nd of Sept 44,

The dsy of the 23rd of Sept was spent in the sssembly ares nesr Pagny. It
rzined most of the day but all crews did what meintenance work they could under
the eircumsisnces, There wee no arbtillery fire or enemy sctivity in our assembly =
&8s,

Late in the efternoon of the 23rd we received en order from C.C."R" that we = 4
would move back zcross the river znd inte an assembly zres at Puxieux which we had
occupied once before. The route of merch wes to be - cross river on the Pagny e
bridge then to Pagny, iromville, Jsviile, Chambiey eénd assembly ores nesr Puxleux, i
The Bn moved out on the merch ¢ t @345 on 24 S ept 44 znd closed in the bivousc &res
at Puxieux st #545. It wes very dark snd reined most of the time curing the merch
but we made it without any cssusities. The menbers of the Bn were gllowed Lo gieep
until sbout 1278. :

The 17th Tenk Bn remeined in this ascembly sres ot Puxieux until 1285 on the
25th of Sept 44 et which time we were slerted for = move to sn assembly zrea nealr
Stockheim, Ve knew that & blg chsnge in plens wes underfoot for we were ordered to
get our auifle bags out of storege snd becsuse of the long comtemplzted move bub we .
did not know the detzils of the plan. The route of merch was to be: Puxieux, Mars
Lz Tours, Conflens, Longuyon, Longwy, Arlon, Martesnge, Bastonge, Marche, Huy, St.
Trond, Hasselt end Stockheim, The sdvence guerd composed of Co "A" of the 17th plus
o*her clements moved out ezt 1811, The merch wes rather difficult bectuse 1t rained
and wes very derk. Omne % ton car from Hg. Co. ran off the rosd end two men were
glightly injured end evacteted. The Bn wes closed in the sssembly ares near Htock-
heim, Belgium &t 1500 on 26 Sept 44, 4

During the day of 27 Sept 44 we lesrned that wé_aere in the 1st U. 5. Army
end in the XIX Corps with the 2nd irmé Div end the 29th snd 20th Inf, Divigions,







