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HEADQUARTERS 17TH TANK BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army
& August 1944

PART ¥
Subject: Combat History of the 17th Tank Battelion for the peried from
11 August, 1944 to 20 August, 1944, L

The 17th Tank Battelion under the control of Combat Commend Reserve
lended on the Utsh beach in France on 11 August, 1944, From the beach the
Battalion merched to La Haye Du Puits, arriving there at 1245 on the eleventh
of August, 1944 and lesving at 202 on the same date and marching to Lundean,
arriving there at #545 12 August, 1944, ;

The Battalion remsined in Lundean wntil 115 and then marched on to
St. Suzenne arriving there at @#73¢ on 13 August, 1944,

The Battalion went into an assembly position at St. Suzanne, refuelled
and performed first echelon maintemance. The Battalio n moved out of St. Suzanne
at 193¢ 17 August, 1944 es en element of Combat Commend Reserve.

The Battalion went into an assembly positio n at Cherreau just east
of La Ferte Bernard at @530, 14 August, 1944 end remsined there until 1437 on
the same date at which time we moved forwerd as an element of Combat Commend
Reserve. The Corps objective on this dste was the Seine River Line. The 7th
Armored Division was to atteck in three columns with Combat Commend Commend
Reserve in the center sttecking along the route shown on overlay accompanying
Division Field Order #2, 141000 August, 1944, The Battalion moved out =t 143%
to the north eest along Highway N 23 toward Mantes the Combat Commend Reserve
objective. Company "D" of the 17th Tenk Battslion was the sdvence Guard for
- Combat Commend Reserve on this operatio n, and it was preceded by elements of
the 8Tth Reconnaissance whose mission was to screen the advance of the Division.

Up to this date the 17th Tank Battalion had not had any contact
whatever with the enemy. However, about 173 on 14 August, 1944, the Battalion
was halted behind elements of the 87th Reconnaissance Battzlion at & point on
Highway N 23 just south of La Loupe. The Reconnsissance element reported & mine
field on our route south of La Loupe, some enemy infantry, number undetermined,
and an enemy tenk in the vicinity of La Loupe. One platoon of Company "D" of
the 17th Tank Battalion was called forward by the Recomnsisssnce to sssist in
clearing our route of advance. The tanks from Compeany "D" located the enemy tank
and fired on it. The light tenks then cslled & platoon of Medium tenks forwerd to
assist them. - However, by the time the medium tanks resched their position, it was
so dark thet they could not observe the enemy tank.
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August, 1944 Lo 20 August, 1944 continued.

The Reconnaissance wnits and our advence gusrd held the position
south of La Loupe for the remsinder of the night. The other elements of the
17th Tank Battalion and Combat Commsnd Reserve took up local security and
halted in place along the route of advance for the night. During the night
the forward elements of the 17th Tank Battalion were fired upon by a few snipers,
number undeterminad, but the Batteslion did not suffer smy casualties. During
the eerly morning of 15 August, 1944 the Keconnaissaence unit and a detachment of
Fngineers removed the mines, and by this time all enemy resistance had been re-
moved. The Battslion resumed the move to the north east at 10¢7, 15 August,
1944, snd passed through Le Loupe at 1¢f45 and continued moving north east on
Highway N 828, 4t 115 =z medium tank platoon from Company "C" of the 17th Tank
Battalion was ordered to move forward and teke up the position of the point of
the advance guard. The point reached the town of Belhomert at 11¢6 and continued
mission. The tenks in the point sighted an enemy emmunition truck just shori of
Digny, fired on it and reported several direct hits. The truck was destroyed,
and it is not known whether any personnel was killed as the truck was halted when
fired upon. The column halted at Digny at 1215 and resumed merch at 1535,
Column passed through Chateaneuf st 21F and bivouacked in assembly eres in vi-
cinity of Chene~Chenu.

The 17th Tank Battalion resumed the advance at @#645 16 August, 1944
and passed through Nogent at 1@1@. Six enemy sircraft strafed the column et
1¢37 et a point two miles north east of Coulombs, but no damsge was reported.
Combaggcommanﬂ Reserve went into an assembly position in the vicinity of W&verol4es
at 11

While in the assembly erea at Faverolles, Combat Command Reserve re-
ceived orders to tzke the town of Epernon snd secure all approasches to the town
to insure safe passsge of Combsl Commend "A" through the town. For this mission
Combat Command Reserve had the 17th Tank Battslion and Company "A" of the 33d
Fngineers. The 17th Tank Battalion moved out of the assembly aree on this mission
at 161@. The march to Epernon along G. C. 80 and G. C. 107 was uneventful except
for the fact that as the 17th Tank Battalion passed through the 489th Field
Artillery Apsembly Area, both units thought that the enemy was in the vicinity
end a few shots were exchanged, however, no damage was incurred. In formulating
the plan for accomplishing this mission the Battslion Commander gave each tank
company = specific objective within the towm. The plan was for the Battalion to
enter the city and then for each company to fan out and secure the different
approaches to the eity. We entered Epernon at 182@, and the compsnies went to
their sssigned positions. We were confronted by scattered sniper fire upon en-
tering the town, but our mission was sccomplished with only one casuslty. One
sergeant from Company "D" was wounded in the knee by small arm fire, but efter
receiving medical aid, he remained in asctio n. Six German soldiers surrendered
almost immediately after our first element wes in the town, and they were turned
over to the Division Military Police, The mission was =ccomplished and Combat
Command "A" moved through the town.
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Subject: Combat History of the 17th Tank Battalion for the period from 11
rugust, 1944 to 20 August, 1944(Continued),

Combat Command Reserve was composed of the 17th Tank Battelion and
Company "A"™ of the 33d Engineers, These two units of Combat Command Reserve
continued to hold the town of Epernon throughout the day of 17 fugust, 1944,
During this period Company "™B" of the 17th Tank Battelion and a platoon of
Company "A", 33d Engineers, drew some sniper fire st the position that they
were holding which was the approach to Epernon st Heanches, Highways N 1C and
I C 328, They were unsble to determine the strength of the enemy opposing
them. Company "D" of the 17th Tenk Battelion, who esteblished a block in the
vicinity of La Louorerex, reported sniper fire end opposition of undetermined
strength, A medium tenk platoon from Company "A" was sent to Houx to in-
vestigate & reported enemy action at that point, but did not conteact the enemy
in strength, only drawing & few rounds of sniper fire.

Severel unidentified enemy planes were over our trains srea at 173g
on 17 Mugust, 1944, but they did not fire on the area.

An investigation revesled that an sgbandoned building just on the north
edge of the treins sssembly ares had a large number of unexploded enemy aserial
bombs in it. Apperently the building hed been used in menufacturing the bombs.
This bullding 1s located between Highways I € 122 and G C 28,

At 1¢@F 18 August, 1944, Combet Commend Reserve received sn order from
Combat Command "A" directing thst a task force be tzken to Rambouillet to determine
the strength of the enemy there and if possible, the enemy holding thet city. The
Combat Commend Reserve Commender took the 17th Tank Battelion mimus Company "AT
with other elements of his commend end formed the task foree to sccomplish the
mission. The plan was to attack the city with two forces, one force composed of
Company "C" of the 17th Tank Bettelion, one Reconnaisssnce Platoon from 814th
Tank Destroyer and one Platoon of 814th Tank Destroyer$ and e Pletcon of Engineers
from Company "B" of the 353d Engineers, were to attack straight into town zlong
Highwey N 10, while a second force composed of Company "D" of the 17th Tank
Battalion, one Reconnsisssnce Platoon from 8l4th Tank Destroyers, and one Platoon
from Company "AM" of the 53d Engineers, were to circle to the left or north arcund
the Park amd hit the town from the north. The attack wes started as planned at
11¢ and progressed satisfsctorily until 1537 at which time Combet Commend Reserve
was ordered to sbandon the atteck and return to Epernon. During the operation st
Rambouillet the force which was attecking elong Highway N. 10 wes fired on by
antl tenk guns and small erme. One gun wes identified as an 88, but ncne of our
tenks were hit. The tenks were withdrawn end the esseult guns dropped 80 rounds
of 105's on the gun positions. An cbserver from the Reconnsissance Unit stated
that the target ares wes kit several times, but since we were directed to with-
draw, we were uneble to verify definitely that the guns were kmocked out.. This
force elso ran into & road bleck end some mines. It is known that Compeny "C®
of the 17th Tenk Battelion killed one German sniper, and it is thought that the
88 MM gun and crew were destroyed by the asssult gun platoon. The elements of
the 17th Tenk Battelion in this force did not have any casuslties in men or
equipment. /
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Subject: Combat History of the 17th Tank Battalion for the period from 11
Iugust, 1944 to 20 iugust, 1944 (Continued).

The force which flenked to the left encountered heavy enemy opposition
after they had circled to the north end started back into town. They ren into
a position where large trees had been felled across eech other snd ditches ap~
proximately three feet wide and four feet deep had been dug behind them. One
anti-tank gun position was loceated and fired on. The Tenk Destroyers knocked
out one enemy tenk, believed to be & tenk of French menufscture. During this
operation twe pletoon leaders snd the tenk commanders from the two forwsrd ;
platoons of Compeny "D®, 17th Tank Bettelion, went forwerd on 2 dismounted
Reconneissance, and Lieutenant Fairweather, one of the platoon leaders, was
killed by machlne gun fire. Lieutenant Fairwesther's body was not recovered
beceuse it could not be brought in without endangering the lives of seversal
other men. The Reconnsissance element from the 814th Tank Destroyer end the
officers in Compeny "D" of the 17th Tank Battzlion report thet they sew 25 or
20 Germans go into & bullding which they later placed heavy 37 and 75MM fire om.
It is believed that meny of the Germeans were killed, but this was not verified
becsuse of our withdrewal. No vehicles of the 17th Tank Bettslion were lost =8
a result of this =etion.

The Battelion reached the originsl sssembly area south of Epernon at
175 end reorganized and moved cut to the west at 2@¥5. The Battalion marched
on Highwey N 10 through Hanches tc Maintencn, to GC 26 and Le Paige to vicinity
of Chene-Chenois closing in bivouac at 213F, The Bettalion did not encounter
eny enemy ppposition on this merch. The Battalion remsined in this bivouac
ares until @847, 19 fugust, 1944 . At @827, while still in the bivousc sres,
an enemy ME 109 flew low over the arca and wes shot down by 17th Tank Bsttalion
antisircraft fire. The plene fell only a short distance from the area.At ¢84¢ .
the Battalion started moving to an essembly area on IC 308 just west of Le
Boullay-Mivoye =nd closed in this area at 145, This march was uneventful with
no enemy activity. The Battalion remained in this erea until ¢79¢, 21 August,
1944, . :

JACK HOWLSON
Captein, Infantry
Unit Historian
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