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Washington, D.C.
January 19, 1948

To Former Members of the 7th Armored Division:

With the thought in mind that former members of the 7th Armored Division might desire to have an accurate account in some detail of six of the most eventful days in the Division’s history – 17 to 23 December 1944 – the 7th Armored Division Association has had my recommendation to the War Department for a Presidential Citation for the division and its attached units for the action at SAINT VITH, BELGIUM, reproduced, and a copy is enclosed herewith. Unfortunately it was impossible to reproduce more than the text of the recommendation, and some of the pictures. The various enclosures, including topographical maps, could not be reproduced except at considerable expense.

Thanks to the Association officials, however, a sketch map embracing the vicinity of SAINT VITH has been obtained and placed in the middle of this book. It will assist one’s family and friends in following the narrative of the action. As for those of us who participated in the action, I am sure no map is necessary. The details of that particular sector of the ARDENNES terrain are sketched indelibly in our memories.

The recommendation was approved by the Commanding Generals of both the European Theater and the First Army. However, the War Department notified me on November 26, 1947 that it had been decided that no additional awards of the Presidential Citation will be made to divisions but that recommendations will be entertained for the citation of outstanding elements of the division. Accordingly work is being undertaken to prepare and submit recommendations for all elements of the division including attached units. This will take time and it is impossible to predict the outcome. We will persevere and hope for the best.

My best wishes to each and every one of you.

Sincerely,

(signed)

Robert W. Hasbrouck
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[Page 4 is blank.]

WASHINGTON, D. C.

27 June 1947

SUBJECT:
Distinguished Unit Citation
TO:
The Adjutant General

U.S. Army


Washington 25, D. C.

1.
a.
Under the provisions of Circular No. 333, War Department, 1943, it is recommended that the 7TH ARMORED DIVISION and attached units as well as certain supporting units be cited in War Department General Orders for outstanding heroism in combat during the period 17-23 December 1944 in the vicinity of ST. VITH, BELGIUM.


b. Attention is invited to Tab F-1, letter from the Commanding General, First Army to the undersigned dated 6 February 1946 which invites submission of a recommendation for the Presidential Unit Citation of the 7TH ARMORED DIVISION for its action at and in the vicinity of ST. VITH, BELGIUM during the period 17-23 December 1944. This recommendation is submitted at this late date because of the prolonged illness of the undersigned. It is submitted direct to The Adjutant General, U.S. Army because of the provisions of paragraph 12 b (2), AR 260-15 dated 16 May 1947, which require that all such recommendations be submitted prior to 1 July 1947. It is recommended that it be referred to the Commanding General, First Army for his comments and recommendation.


c. During the period covered by this recommendation, 17-23 December 1944, the 7TH ARMORED DIVISION served under Corps command as follows:



(1)
VIII Corps
:  17 Dec until 2230 hours, 20 Dec


(2)
XVIII Airborne Corps
:  2230 hours 20 Dec through 23 Dec

d.
(1)
Command of the troops within the ST. VITH salient from 17 December until 1853 hours, 22 December was actually exercised by two individuals acting in cooperation with one another, Major General A. W. Jones who commanded the 106th Division and Brigadier General R. W. Hasbrouck who commanded the 7th Armored Division. General Jones’ command comprised the Hq & Hq Co, 106th Division; 424th RCT; CC-B, 9th Armored Division and effective 19 December, the 112th RCT of the 28th Infantry Division. General Hasbrouck’s command comprised the 7th Armored Division complete with the following attached units: 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 203d AAA Battalion (AW), 446th QM Truck Co, 3967th QM Truck Co; 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 965th Field Artillery Battalion (155-mm
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How) and the 168th Engineer Battalion (C). The last three units were VIII Corps units which were in the area. They were annexed by the 7th Armored Division without the formality of orders from higher authority. The 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion and 168th Engineer Battalion became so attached on 17 December, the 965th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm How) on 19 December. In addition to the above attached units, Hq & Service Co, 81st Engr Bn (C) of the 106th Division served throughout the entire period, 17-23 December, under command of the 7th Armored Division with the concurrence of the Commanding General, 106th Division. At 1300, 18 December, the 14th Cavalry Group was attached to the 7th Armored Division by order of the Commanding General, VIII Corps. It was completely disorganized and had lost and abandoned a good deal of equipment. It was accordingly concentrated at VIELSALM and reorganized as a Provisional Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron in which role it functioned from late afternoon of 19 December through 23 December.



(2)
Effective at 1853 hours, 22 December when General Jones was relieved of command of the 106th Division by the Commanding General XVIII Airborne Corps, all troops in the salient came under command of the Commanding General, 7th Armored Division.



(3)
Prior to this time, orders were received placing 106th Division under command of 7th Armored Division (See Annex 1 to Tab A). Since it was obvious that higher authority was either ignorant of General Jones’ presence in the area or else did not realize that the Commanding General, 7th Armored Division was a Brigadier General, the two commanders did not attempt compliance with these orders and continued on the original basis of mutual cooperation.



(4)
Some time during the morning of 22 December, letter orders were received from the Commanding General, XVIII Airborne Corps placing the 7th Armored Division under command of 106th Division. However during the period between the receipt of these orders and 1853 hours the same date when they were rescinded by new instructions, no orders or instructions were issued to the 7th Armored Division by the Commanding General, 106th Infantry Division.


e. In studying the detailed description of the action which appears in paragraph 2, below, it should be born in mind that Combat Command R, although referred to throughout as a Combat Command, actually ceased to be one after 1312 hours, 19 December and from that hour and date until it
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[“There’s the Seventh,” a Tommy called. “They’ll stop them! They’re the bloody veterans.”]



assumed its role as a rear guard during the withdrawal on 23 December, it functioned as a composite battalion with the mission of screening and protecting the north flank of the division from CC-A’s position at POTEAU to include the VIELSALM-TROIS PONTS road. This was occasioned by various circumstances such as the physical separation of elements of the Combat Command brought about by enemy action, the necessity for constituting additional forces for the extension of the threatened south flank and the urgent need to reconstitute a division reserve so located as to be able to move rapidly to any part of the division (meaning both 7th Armored Division and 106th Division) zone.


f.
(1)
There is included with this recommendation as Tab “E” a compilation of personal narratives of various unit commanders of the 7th Armored Division in an effort to present a more personalized and vivid account of a unit’s action than is usually found in the stereotyped form of official After Action Report. The requirement that After Action Reports be submitted by the tenth of the following month has resulted in all such reports submitted with this recommendation having been prepared while units were still hotly engaged in the Battle of the Ardennes by individuals who were under the stress and strain of prolonged combat and who had a multitude of other tasks to perform which, at that time,
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they considered of more importance. The Unit After Action Report of the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion included in Tab D submitted herewith is an example of such a report as it utterly fails to convey to the reader any real conception of the heroism displayed by all members of this unit under most unusual and hazardous conditions. Yet this battalion performed outstandingly and is as deserving of a Distinguished Unit Citation as any unit which was present at ST. VITH.



(2)
As a matter of fact, the true story of the defense of the ST. VITH area in all its details did not emerge in clear perspective for several months after the battle – considerably after the rendition of the Unit After Action Reports. A clear picture of all that had occurred could not be constructed until the written reports of many individuals had been studied and compared and the interrogation of many other individuals had taken place. Even after VE Day, repatriated prisoners of war were able to add much of value to the history of this epic stand. It is believed that the personal narratives of commanders – written after the collection of much additional data with reference to the action and in a more dispassionate and analytical mood – are definitely of great value in reviewing what occurred during those stirring days of 17-23 December.


2.
Detailed Description of the Action.


a. Introduction.



(1)
During the period 17-23 December 1944, the 7th ARMORED DIVISION participated as part of the First Army in the defense of the Ardennes by checking and holding the center of Von Runstedt’s counter-offensive until other divisions could be shifted to repel this major threat to the Allied Armies. For six days the 7th Armored Division denied to the Germans the use of the key communications center of ST. VITH, BELGIUM in a masterful fight against overwhelming odds - a battle which has been described by General Marshall as “The splendid stand of the 7th Armored Division at St. Vith.”



(2)
When Germany unleashed its powerful assault on 16 December, the 7th Armored Division was some seventy miles north of ST. VITH in an area astride the DUTCH-GERMAN border in the
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vicinity of HEERLEN, HOLLAND and UBACH, GERMANY. The Division (less Division artillery) was in XIII Corps reserve while the Division Artillery was attached to the 84th Infantry Division and was reinforcing its fires from positions generally in the vicinity of GEILENKIRCHEN, GERMANY.



(3)
At 1730, 16 December 1944, the Commanding General, 7th Armored Division received the following laconic telephone message from Ninth Army, “Alert your division for immediate movement to Monarch (the code name for VIII Corps.)” Except for routine information as to the designation of routes, time to cross IP’s and an assembly area at destination, there was never any amplification of this order by Ninth Army and the division began its march southward with no accurate appreciation of the reasons for the move. The Commanding General, CC-B, together with a member of the Division G-3 Section was dispatched at once to Headquarters VIII Corps to learn the situation and receive the orders of the VIII Corps Commander.



(4)
At approximately 2230, 16 December, Ninth Army designated two routes for the movement of the division, viz:




West Route:  HEERLEN-HERVE-VERVIERS-STAVELOT-TROIS PONTS-VIELSALM.




East Route:  UBACH-AACHEN-EUPEN-MALMEDY-LIGNEUVILLE-RECHT.




Ninth Army orders originally directed crossing the IP on the west route at midnight 16-17 December but successive changes designated 0200, then 0330 and finally 0430 hours, 17 December as the time. The time for crossing the IP on the east route was ordered as 0800 hours, 17 December and was never changed. The assembly area at destination was designated as ST. VITH-RECHT-VIELSALM-BEHO.



(5)
The location of the division artillery with respect to the remainder of the division together with the fact that it was in action and that its disengagement and evacuation of positions during the hours of darkness would consume considerable time dictated marching all the artillery with the east column. As will be seen from the account to follow, the necessity of doing this resulted in depriving the division of the bulk of its artillery support for the first twenty-four hours of its defense of the ST. VITH area due to enemy action which cut the route prescribed for the east column requiring a tedious detour over roads congested with units withdrawing to new positions in the face of the German advance.
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b. Events of 17 December 1944. (1) Columns on both routes crossed initial points at the hours ordered. Troops on the west route marched in the order: 87th Cav Rcn Sq, CC-B, CC-A and Division Trains. On the east route CC-R led followed by the Division Artillery. For composition of Combat Commands throughout the action, see Annex No. 1 to After Action Report, 7th Armored Division (Tab A).



(2)
At 0400 Brigadier General Bruce C. Clark, Commanding General of CC-B arrived at VIII Corps Headquarters in BASTOGNE. Here he was informed that the Germans had launched strong attacks during the previous day, secured some penetrations, and that the 7th Armored Division was to assist the 106th Infantry Division which had apparently had some units cut off. General Clarke then set out for ST. VITH arriving there about 1030 and immediately contacted Major General Allan W. Jones, Commanding General of the 106th Division. By that time the known situation in the area of the 106th was:




(a) Two regiments of the 106th Division (the 422d and 423d Infantry) had been cut off in the region of the SCHNEE EIFEL, east and southeast of SCHONBERG (P9588). The other regiment on the south (424th Infantry) had been hard hit.




(b)
German troops occupied HEUEM (P9388) between ST. VITH and SCHONBERG. WINTERSPELT (P9180) on the southeast had been captured.




(c)
To the north the Corps Cavalry which had held the LOSHEIM GAP (vic L0396) was retiring under heavy attack.



(d)
CC- B/9th Armored Division had been attached to the 106th Division and was attacking to retake WINTERSPELT. General Clarke was requested by General Jones to launch an attack east from ST. VITH to take and hold SCHONBERG, so as to provide an escape corridor for the surrounded Combat Teams. Pending the arrival of his Combat Command and other troops of the 7th Armored Division, General Clarke prepared plans for this attack.



(3)
The Commanding General, 7th Armored Division, Brigadier General Robert W. Hasbrouck arrived at BASTOGNE about noon where he reported to Major General Troy H. Middleton, Corps Commander, who informed him of the orders given to General Clarke and of as much of the hazy situation as was then known. After this briefing, General Hasbrouck set out for ST. VITH by way of VIELSALM (7089) where the Tactical CP of the 7th Armored was to be established.
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(4)
A the two columns of the 7th Armored Division moved south during the early morning hours of Sunday, 17 December, columns of the Sixth SS Panzer Army were racing westward in a bold attempt to seize MALMEDY and gain control of the MALMEDY-UPEN highway before reinforcements could be shifted into the critical area. It was destined to be a close race and the eastern column of the division narrowly missed becoming seriously engaged with the enemy before it reached its destination. CC-R which led the Division’s east column reached its assembly area in the vicinity of RECHT (P8094) without incident. Yet the Division Artillery, which was following CC-R with only a short time interval, found the route cut by enemy troops several miles south of MALMEDY in the vicinity of the road junction at P8102, where a German column apparently proceeding west through WAIMES (K8403) had reached the MALMEDY-ST. VITH highway.
 The entire situation of the 17th of December – both as to the location of friendly troops and of the enemy – was most vague and fluid. Accurate information simply was not available. Another example of the lack of knowledge regarding the enemy was the “head-on” collision at dusk east of ST. VITH, (road bend at P880884) between a meduim tank company (A/31) of CC-B and a German Infantry column accompanied by tanks. A short but fierce fight at point blank range ensued during which 50 German Infantrymen were killed or wounded, 3 German tanks disabled, and this without casualties to our forces. The Germans fled leaving our tank company in possession of the ground.



(5)
Meanwhile General Hasbrouck arrived at ST. VITH about 1600. Enroute from VIELSALM, the congestion on the roads caused by units withdrawing to the west, some in quite a state of disorganization, had convinced him that the troops necessary for an attack eastward from ST. VITH could never reach their line of departure prior to dark, which occurred at 1645 at this time of year. On arrival in ST. VITH, he so informed General Jones and General Clarke. German tanks could be heard to the east of ST. VITH, and enemy patrols were even then contacting the few Engineers (remnants of the 168th Combat Engineer Battalion, and Hq & Sv Co, 81st Combat Engineer Battalion) which were the only troops available to General Jones for the defense of this
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vital road and rail center. It was most apparent that unless a defense was established east of the town and fast, there was grave danger of the Germans gaining possession of this important hub of the road and rail network. And the Germans wanted ST. VITH badly, for it was the only rail center between the RHINE and the ARDENNES capable of serving as a rail depot for the support of the entire counter-offensive. It was then and there agreed that the 7th Armored Division would immediately assume
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responsibility for the defense of ST. VITH from the east and north. The orders which General Clarke already had issued to the 87th Cavalry Squadron and the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion were confirmed and they became a part of CC-B. Up to this time only three units of the 7th Armored, all of company size, had been able to reach the town because of the crowded road conditions between VIELSALM-POTEAU-ST. VITH over which CC-B was advancing. These were one Medium Tank Company (A/31), one Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop (B/87) – both of which had gone into position on the ST. VITH-SCHONBERG Road to the east (vic P873885) – and one Armored Infantry Company (B/23), which was covering the town on the southeast (vie P862864). It was only with the greatest difficulty that CC-B was able to bring up its units, and all through the night the Combat Command worked feverishly to build up the defenses of ST. VITH. It was impossible to bring forward a complete battalion, and companies had to be disposed piece-meal as they arrived. By midnight CC-B had completed its defenses with the 87th Cavalry Squadron (-B) on the north; the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion (-C), with A/31, B//87, B/23 attached, on the east and southeast; and holding the 31st Tank Battalion (-A) and the 23d Armored Infantry Battalion (-B) in position on the high ground west of ST. VITH near RODT, also called SART-lez-ST. VITH (P8194). The Engineer Troops (168th and Hq & Serv Co-81st) had been reformed into a Provisional Engineer Company and were attached to the 38th Armored Infantry.



(6)
The cutting of the Division’s east route several miles below MALMEDY had caused all the Division Artillery to cross over to the Division’s west route. Some units were able to detour directly west from MALMEDY to STAVELOT (K7101), while others – because of their position further to the rear in the column and forewarned of the congestion caused in STAVELOT by retiring units – chose to detour by way of VERVIERS (K6823) and SPA (K6712). On the west route traffic had been greatly delayed since noon on the 17th due to the number of troops withdrawing to new positions. By nightfall the congestion was so great that the entire column was bottled up and brought to a stand-still on the road, extending from POTEAU through VIELSALM, TROIS PONTS, and STAVELOT. Although the Division Artillery was snarled in this traffic jam, one Armored Artillery Battalion was available to the 7th Armored Division and constituted the sole artillery support of the Division until about noon of the 18th, when the Division Artillery finally was able to close in the ST. VITH-VIELSALM area. This was the 275th Armored Field
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Artillery Battalion (Separate), assigned to VIII Corps and in position near OBER EMMELS (P8290). They had remained in place despite the fact that no friendly troops were between them and the enemy and had shifted their batteries so as to form road blocks with their guns sited for direct fire. When the 7th Armored Division began to arrive at ST. VITH, the Commanding Officer of the 275th, Lieutenant Colonel Clay, offered his battalion’s services to General Clarke.



(7)
CC-R had no more than closed into its assembly area at RECHT (P8094), when a report arrived that the Germans had occupied LIGNEUVILLE (P8099) – less than 5 miles to the north – about 30 minutes after the Combat Command Headquarters had passed through the town. A quick reconnaissance confirmed the fact that the Germans were in the town, and the Commanding Officer of the 17th Tank Battalion (the only troops remaining under CC-R) was informed of the known situation. A decision was made to hold RECHT for the night, although the tanks were without Infantry support, thereby protecting the Division from the north and giving the rest of the Division time in which to occupy their positions. CC-R directed the establishment of road blocks around RECHT, using one Medium Tank Company (B/17), the Reconnaissance Platoon, and one Light Tank Platoon (1/D/17), while the rest of the 17th Tank Battalion was held in mobile reserve south of the town (vic P8193). Later in the night, a Medium Tank Company (C/17) was brought into RECHT to outpost the town.



(8)
CC-A arrived at its assembly area around BEHO (P7681) at 1905, where it was designated as the Division Reserve. Due to the gravity of the situation east of ST. VITH and the increasing uneasiness over the RECHT area, the Commanding Officer, CC-A, was instructed at midnight to alert his command for movement on 30 minutes notice.



(9)
During the afternoon CC-B/9th Armored Division, under the command of Brigadier General William M. Hoge, attacking to retake WINTERSPELT (P9180) had found the enemy west of the OUR River in the town of STEINEBRUCH (P8983). Attacking with its 14th Tank Battalion, CC-B/9th Armored had driven the Germans back across the OUR. Passing the 27th Armored Infantry Battalion through the tanks, General Hoge had then attacked ELCHERATH (P8982) and captured the town taking 100 prisoners from the 164th Volks Grenadier Regiment of the 62d Volks Grenadier Division. The 14th Tank Battalion was then ordered to attack in the direction of WINTERSPELT
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at 1530 to seize and occupy the high ground to the east. This attack was halted when General Jones (CG/106th Div) informed General Hoge that CC-B/9th Armored would have to withdraw back across the OUR that night. After dark, CC-B/9th Armored broke contact with the enemy and moved back across the OUR to occupy a defensive position between WEPPELLER (P9084) and AUEL (P8880). By its aggressive attacks during the afternoon of the 17th, CC-B/9th Armored had forestalled any efforts of the Germans to take ST. VITH from the south.


c. Events of 18 December. (1) CC-R Attacked. At 0200 the Germans launched the first of the bitter attacks which were to be hurled at the 7th Armored Division during the next 6 days. Its objective was RECHT, and CC-R was hit from the northeast and east. Every officer and man of CC-R’s Headquarters was engaged in repelling this attack, and the only piece of equipment not used was the CP’s main radio half-track. The attack gained in intensity as mortar, machine gun, and semi-automatic weapons fire was placed on the town, and German tanks started moving in shooting flares so as to silhouette the American tanks. Without infantry protection, heavy tank losses were destined to be inevitable although C/17 was taking a steady toll of the German infantry who were attempting to close with their Panzerfausts. At 0245 the Commanding Officer of CC-R directed a withdrawal of the Headquarters to POTEAU (P7780), 3 miles to the southwest, while the 17th Tank Battalion was to take up positions south of RECHT (vic P8193) from where they could place commanding fire on the town and along the road from RECHT to POTEAU. This position also would enable the 17th Tank Battalion to cover CC-B’s northwest flank. This initial attack by the Germans, while successful in gaining the town of RECHT, became so disorganized as a result of CC-R’s strong stand that the enemy was unable to exploit his gain until he had regrouped after daylight – giving the Division more time in which to get set for the attacks which were to follow. At the time there was no identification of the enemy units which had attacked RECHT, but by nightfall of the 18th, they had revealed themselves as the 1st SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment of the 1st SS Panzer Division.



(2)
CC-B Attacked and Counter Attacks. Stopped by CC-R, the Germans continued their “squeeze play” on the ST. VITH area when at 0800 they hit CC-B with a well-coordinated Infantry attack from two directions, supported by heavy tanks. From the north the attack moved in on HUNNINGEN (P8489) and from the east against the lines in the vicinity of P8788. HUNNINGEN
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was lost temporarily, but an aggressive counter-attack was mounted by CC-B using 3 Medium Tank Companies and 1 Tank Destroyer Company (B/31; and 2 M Cos/14 & A/811, borrowed from CC-B/9th Armd) which recaptured the cross-roads at a cost to the Germans of 7 tanks and 1 armored car destroyed, with over 100 enemy infantry killed. On the east a second counter-attack was mounted by CC-B with two medium tank companies (A & C/31) which restored the line. Again at 1130 the Germans attacked the east flank with a small force supported by an assault gun but withdrew after losing 20 killed and having the assault gun knocked out and burned.



(3)
Germans Capture POTEAU. Later in the morning of 18 December, the Germans pushed out from RECHT to the southwest and captured POTEAU (P7780). As many as 7 tanks were observed by the 17th Tank Battalion when the Germans moved to the southwest, but the enemy armor remained at too great a range to be effectively engaged by the tanks of CC-R. (Just before daylight, C/17 destroyed a Mk IV or Mk V, when the Germans attempted to attack south from RECHT towards ST. VITH. This drive of the Germans to the southwest was extremely serious for it placed the enemy astride the ST. VITH-VIELSALM road and and in an excellent position to threaten the flank and rear of the forces east and north of ST. VITH. To remove this threat, CC-A was ordered at 1010 to move from BEHO (P7681) and attack to the north and retake POTEAU.



(4) CC-A Counter-Attacks and Recaptures POTEAU. The route of CC-A led through ST. VITH which was then under heavy attack. Mortar concentrations were being placed on all road and road junctions entering and leaving the town as well as fire from many German 88’s, but CC-A could not wait for the enemy fire to subside and moved on through ST. VITH. The Germans well recognized the value of the cross roads at POTEAU and intended to hold it. Immediately after occupying it they started digging in their tanks and infantry along the woods to the north and east overlooking the cross roads and the open ground surrounding it. They also occupied the houses in the town with infantry, supported by assault guns. In its initial attack at 1320, CC-A forced its way into POTEAU with a task force of Infantry and tanks. The Germans immediately brought down an intense rain of fire from their tanks, assault guns, machine guns, mortars, and all other weapons they could employ. The fire was murderous, and our task force was forced to withdraw to cover south of the crossroads. It was then 1600, and the Division Commander dispatched a message to the Commanding Officer, CC-A as follows:
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[Paratroopers and 7th Armored tankers advance along a logging road east of St. Vith]



“Imperative you seize POTEAU this PM and hold it!” Just as dark fell CC-A launched its second attack, and this time the cross-roads was secured. Covered by direct tank fire from the 40th Tank Battalion, the Infantry of the 48th Armored Infantry Battalion dashed into town and cleared out the enemy, house by house. It was bitter fighting in the dark, but our Infantry were aided by the light of 3 burning German tanks which had been destroyed by CC-A’s tanks. The Germans stayed and fought it out until they were killed or blown up. Throughout the night there were patrol actions in the POTEAU area, but CC-A’s hold was never seriously threatened during the rest of the 18th. The stand put up by the SS troops of the “ADOLF HITLER” Division – for so they turned out to be upon the identification of the prisoners taken as from the 1st SS Pz Gren Regt – was an excellent index of the caliber of the troops facing the 7th Armored Division. Vigorous, well-trained, in splendid physical condition, well equipped – and imbued with the idea that nothing could beat them, these SS troops displayed an initiative and skill which stamped them as being the equal of the best divisions which Germany had employed at any time since 1939.
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(5)
Germans Launch Strong Attack Against CC-B. East of ST. VITH the Germans launched their strongest attack yet against the 7th Armored, when for three hours from 1445 to 1745 they attacked and reattacked the positions of the 38th Armored Infantry in the woods south of the ST. VITH-SCHONBERG ROAD. This assault was launched by an estimated battalion of Infantry supported by tanks and assault guns. At the same time direct fire was placed on our positions by tanks and assault guns firing from the vicinity of WALLERODE (P8890). Initial penetrations were secured, but while A/31 engaged the tanks attacking with the Infantry, G/31* from the north flank took the tanks and assault guns at WALLERODE under fire. By nightfall 3 Mk IV’s had been destroyed and 6 armored cars, all of which were observed burning, while 1 assault gun was damaged. Then the Infantry and dismounted reconnaissance troopers of the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron launched an infantry counter-attack, which after vicious hand-to-hand fighting succeeded in restoring the position and destroying another assault gun. The reaction of CC-B to this afternoon attack was characteristic of all the Division’s fighting during the ST. VITH action, from 17-23 December. Due to the large frontages held by all elements of the division, local reserves to counter threats were non-existent; to strengthen one portion of the line, another had to be weakened. The following is one example of the aggressive type of defense executed by all units. Between the attacks on the eastern approaches to ST. VITH, one of the armored cars of B/87 knocked out and burned a Mk VI “Tiger.” The German tank had approached the lines on the northwest near the juncture of A/38 and B/87, and then turned northward towards HUNNINGEN. The armored car which was in position just behind the front line, slipped out of concealment and started up the trail behind the “Tiger,” accelerating in order to close before the German could traverse his gun to the rear. Suddenly the armored car pumped in 3 rounds of 37mm, and the Mk VI lumbered to a halt, bursting into flames after an explosion inside the tank.



(6)
Germans Take Heavy Losses. In addition to their losses in armored vehicles, the German infantry took heavy casualties during the attacks against the eastern zone of CC-B. At first daylight on the next morning, 19 December, more than 268 dead Germans were counted in front of the positions of B/38, B/87, and the Provisional Engineer Company alone.



(7)
CC-B, 9th Armored Division on 18 December. The pressure against ST. VITH was maintained from all directions, and while CC-A and CC-B were fighting on the north, and CC-B in the
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east, CC-B/9th Armored was under almost constant attack on the south. Starting in mid-morning, the 62d Volks Grenadier Division with a force consisting of at least two battalions and 10 to 15 tanks launched a coordinated attack which turned CC-B/9th Armored out of its position at WEPPELLER and threatened STEINEBRUCH. Faced by ever-increasing pressure, General Hoge was forced to shorten his line by withdrawing to a ridge west and north of STEINEBRUCH, extending through RODERHARDT (P8683), DREIHUTTEN (P8884) and the cross-roads at P8886.


(8)
CC-R Takes Up New Position. When CC-R withdrew to POTEAU after the attack on RECHT during the early morning hours of the 18th of December, the road beyond POTEAU was found to be terrifically jammed with vehicles of various units which had been in the area before the German counter-offensive was launched. These vehicles were now trying to move west and had run into units of the 7th Armored Division moving east: Realizing that the traffic jam must be reduced before daylight if a catastrophe was to be averted, all personnel of CC-R’s Headquarters were put to work on traffic control, and the Combat Command assumed direction of all traffic from POTEAU through PETITTHIER (P7491) and VILLE-du-BOIS (P7289). By daylight some semblance of order had been restored, and the traffic had begun to move with some regularity. At 0720, the vehicles of CC-R’s Headquarters – at the rear of the now disappearing traffic jam – cleared POTEAU, and at the same moment enemy fire fell on the cross-roads. By 0905, CC-R had established its Headquarters in PETIT-THIER. For all practical purposes it was a Headquarters without any troops, for the 17th Tank Battalion was fighting to the south of RECHT and was separated from CC-R by the enemy who later in the morning pushed through and captured POTEAU. During the morning of the 18th additional troops were attached to CC-R, including an Armored Infantry Company (C/38), and an Armored Engineer Company (C/33) and a Tank Destroyer Platoon (1/B/814). The Armored Infantry Company was dispatched to the 17th Tank Battalion, where it arrived about 1600 after a round-about march through COMMANSTER (P7685), HINDERHAUSEN (P7987), and RODT (P8189). The Engineer Company and the Tank Destroyer Platoon were kept as the nucleus around which was built one of the most aggressive forces in the entire division – temporarily known as TASK FORCE ALBRIGHT, and later as TASK FORCE “NAVAJO.” This little force was placed in position astride the road between PETIT-THIER and POTEAU at the road junction at P745915, where from time to time it was augmented
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by other units of squad size or smaller who were separated from and unable to rejoin their parent outfit. By nightfall there were men from some ten different battalions in TASK FORCE “NAVAJO” which by then was equipped with 2 tank destroyers, 6 tanks and 1 towed anti-tank gun.



(9)
Division Artillery during 18 December. The early morning hours of the 18th were ones of exasperation and anxiety for the Division Artillery. They still were crawling along unfamiliar roads congested to overflowing with traffic moving westward, some of which failed to exercise any sense of road discipline. As the last units passed through STAVELOT, they came under machine gun and mortar fire from advance German units which had seized positions on the high ground dominating the town. One battery of the 203d Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion (Automatic Weapons - Self Propelled), swiftly swung into firing positions and with their quadruple-mounted caliber .50’s and automatic 37’s pumped a hail of fire into the enemy positions completely neutralizing their fire, and setting the nearby houses ablaze. Under the covering fire of this battery, the rest of the column moved south out of danger. Meanwhile the Germans had brought up several direct fire weapons and were firing on a railroad bridge covering the south road, hoping to knock it out and thus cut off the antiaircraft battery. The battery was forced to withdraw to the north, and during the withdrawal lost 2 vehicles when direct hits were scored on them. It then detoured to the Division area by way of SPA (K6712), THEUX (K6417), LOUVEIGN (K5616), AYWAILLE (K5410), and SAMREE (P5081). The Division Artillery column closed in the vicinity of VIELSALM by noon, 18 December, and early that afternoon all artillery battalions had occupied firing positions near VILLE-du-BOIS (P7289).


     (10)
Situation on 18 December in Division Trains Area. During the day strong reconnaissance elements of the enemy side-slipped to the south of the defenders of ST. VITH and sped westward, attempting to turn north through the area occupied by the 7th Armored Division Trains. There the Germans ran into a Trains road block at P480772, south of LA ROCHE (P4678), suffered 9 casualties, and were forced to withdraw. When the Trains occupied the LA ROCHE-SAMREE area, the Trains Commander was directed to provide for the security of his command and was informed that no additional troops could be made available. Using organic and attached troops, the Trains then established a series of road blocks at critical points surrounding the area, and
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it was against this cordon of defenses that the German reconnaissance elements had been brought to a standstill.


d. Events of 19 December. (1) Enemy Repelled at GOUVY. While the situation within the 7th Armored Division’s horseshoe, for such was the shape which the Division’s defensive arc had assumed, was generally under control, the presence of the enemy to the north, south, and rear was disturbing. First Army reported that STAVELOT was occupied in force by tanks and Infantry of the 1st SS Panzer Division; while on the south flank GOUVY (P7278) and CHERAM (P6677) were reported to be occupied; in the rear Division Trains had reported the unsuccessful attack upon their road block near LA ROCHE. (The reports on GOUVY and CHERAM proved to be false.) Other unconfirmed reports continued to arrive telling of deep and strong penetrations to the
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southwest.
 These reports emphasized the necessity of extending the protection of our south flank further to the west. Originally one Armored Engineer Company (A/33) and one Light Tank Company (D/40) were all that was available for this mission. Later additional forces were created. These two companies had remained in the BEHO area when CC-A moved north to attack POTEAU on 18 December. Receiving orders to outpost GOUVY and CHERAM at first light on the morning of 19 December, D/40 started on its mission just before daylight. On approaching GOUVY the tankers found that German Infantry were just starting an assault on the town and were spraying the houses with small arms fire. Attacking with blazing 37’s and machine guns, “D” Company routed the enemy attack, forcing the Germans to withdraw rapidly southward. Within the town itself was found a ration dump containing 50,000 rations which were sorely needed by the 7th Armored Division for they had been unable to resupply since arriving in the area. Also discovered was an abandoned Prisoner of War Enclosure containing more than 700 Germans, guarded by only 1 officer and 8 MP’s. These PW’s were afterwards safely evacuated by the Division.



(2)
Night Attacks, night 18-19 December, against CC-B. During the night of the 18/19th there were noises of considerable activity and vehicular movement in the areas of RECHT (P8094), BORN (P8594), WALLERODE (P8890), and STEINEBRUCH (P8983), indicating the arrival of more-troops to reinforce those already attacking the ST. VITH area. After midnight there was constant patrol and counter-patrol activity on both sides, and the Germans placed a great deal of harassing fires on all roads and road junctions – using mortars, 88’s, and for the first time artillery firing battery and battalion concentrations. Two night attacks were launched against CC-B’s northern flank with infantry and
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tanks, apparently in an effort to seize HUNNINGEN. Both attacks were repulsed by the combined fires of the tanks of the 31st Tank Battalion and of the armored cars and assault guns of the 87th Cavalry Squadron.



(3)
CC-A Improves Position and Establishes Contact with CC-B. In POTEAU the enemy continued his strong resistance to CC-A, and at 0850 was placing a tremendous amount of fire on the town and nearby positions. We held the town, although by all normal standards our position would have been considered “untenable,” and the fire was so heavy that all movements within the town had to be restricted to the hours of darkness. CC-A launched an attack in mid-morning to relieve the pressure on the troops at the cross roads, by clearing the enemy from the woods to the east and then pushing north and taking the high ground dominating the village of POTEAU. From such a position CC-A would then be able to mount an attack up the POTEAU-RECHT road to recapture RECHT in a coordinated attack with the 17th Tank Battalion. The fighting in the woods was extremely bitter, and after almost 5 hours of ceaseless fighting, CC-A was able to clear the enemy from the woods east of POTEAU as far north as the railroad track. The SS troopers contested every inch of ground and made the 48th Armored Infantry pay a price for each area that was cleared while their artillery centered its attention on POTEAU and CC-A surrounding positions with especially heavy concentrations around 1100. During this attack to clear the woods, the 40th Tank Battalion in support of the armored infantry destroyed 4 enemy tanks. The operation of our tankers was made more difficult by the pall of heavy smoke from the guns that continued to hang in the air, obscuring the sights and preventing the gunners from making the necessary fire adjustments. This disadvantage was overcome for those tanks in fixed firing positions, by placing observers in foxholes to the flank or in front of each tank who then relayed the adjustments to the gunners in the tanks. While attacking to relieve the pressure on the cross roads, CC-A gradually extended its positions laterally in an effort to contact the other Combat Commands, and by 1850 physical contact was established by the tying-in of patrols with CC-R on the left and with CC-B on the right.



(4)
Enemy Seeks Soft Spots North and South of ST. VITH During Morning and Early Afternoon, 19 December. At no time during the day was enemy pressure absent from any portion of the Division’s perimeter, for the Germans were seeking a “soft spot.” If they attacked one part of the line, and found it strongly defended – they pulled back and tried again in another sector. Starting
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on the northern flank at 0930, the enemy attacked in the direc-* of HUNNINGEN in an attempt to envelope CC-B’s left flank. For more than 3 hours they attacked and attacked, employing more than 500 infantry supported by tanks. At 1300 they finally withdrew, leaving behind them 1 tank burning and 150 dead. The other 4 tanks were hit and damaged, but were able to withdraw in the direction of NIEDER EMMELS. Failing to find a “soft spot” on the northern flank, the Germans next hit the southern flank when they moved in on CC-B/9th Armored at 1215 with infantry supported by tanks. Before their attack even got going three of their tanks were knocked out, and this sight so disheartened the rest of the force that they did not press the attack, withdrawing to try another portion of the line. At 1420, CC-B/7th Armored was hit in the right of its line by a reinforced infantry company with armored support – 1 Mk V “Panther” and 2 assault guns. During the morning this part of the line had been reinforced by a TD section with two 90mm guns (from A/814). This TD section quickly scored hits and in three rounds had knocked out the “Panther” and one of the assault guns, leaving the infantry to advance across open ground with most of their armored support already destroyed. On they came only to be slaughtered by the fire of the infantry (B/23), who held their fire until the enemy had closed to less than 50 yards. What was left of the attacking Germans quickly fled leaving almost 60 dead and dying.



(5)
Enemy Identifications Secured. By this time additional identifications had been made of the enemy formations attacking in the ST. VITH area. Of the 268 dead counted in front of CC-B’s eastern positions in the morning (killed during the afternoon attacks on 18 December), the infantrymen were found to be from the 164th and 183d Volks Grenadier Regiments (62d Volks Grenadier Division), while two of the knocked out tanks were from the 3d Panzer Regiment of the 2d Panzer Division. Papers were found in one of the assault guns which had been knocked out that identified the crew with the 2d Company, 1818th Antitank Battalion (18th Volks Grenadier Division). This unit was further identified by a prisoner taken by the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion. An unusual identification also was made in this sector. During the fighting on the previous afternoon, one enemy platoon had broken through CC-B’s lines and rapidly pushed down the reverse slope to exploit the gap. At that time there were no troops between them and the town of ST. VITH, but as they dodged through the trees – one of the heavy machine gun sections had quickly traversed its guns down a fire-break. When
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the “Jerries” crossed the open fire-break they were perfect targets, and there they lay: 19 paratroopers each with 5-8 bullets in him. Although uniformed and equipped as paratroopers under their camouflage jackets were shoulder straps with the Gothic “GD,” the insignia of the “GROSS DEUTSCHLAND” Division, and in their pockets were Solbuchs showing that they did belong to the “GROSS DEUTSCHLAND.”


(6)
Combat Command R during 19 December. CC-R continued to maintain its position astride the road between VIELSALM and POTEAU, with its TASK FORCE “NAVAJO” thus providing added depth to the defense of that important highway which was being held further east at POTEAU by CC-A. In the afternoon a second Task Force was attached to CC-R – a Provisional Cavalry Troop, known as TASK FORCE WANKE – formed from the remnants of the 14th Cavalry Group. This Provisional Troop was employed to screen the north flank, from CC-R’s junction with CC-A west to include the VIELSALM-TROIS PONTS road. At the same time, the 17th Tank Battalion and Company C, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion were released from CC-R and attached to CC-B, CC-B’s sector was moved west to the vicinity of RODT (P8189) where it joined CC-A’s sector. No change was made in the mission of the 17th Tank Battalion and it remained in position south of RECHT. Early in the morning of 19 December one of the 17th’s road blocks killed six Germans and captured four as an enemy detachment attempted to move into NIEDEREMMELS. Relief of the 17th Tank Battalion from CC-R reduced this Combat Command to the status of a small composite battalion. However, for sake of convenience, it will continue to be referred to as CC-R.



(7)
CC-B Receives Additional Artillery Support. During 19 December, the 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion was attached to CC-B, 7th Armored Division and moved to positions in the vicinity of CROMBACH (P8186). Also the 965th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm How), VIII Corps Artillery, was found in the division area. Although under orders to withdraw to a rendezvous area for the Corps Artillery in the vicinity of CHAMPTON, this battalion most willingly took up a role in support of CC-B. These two battalions together with the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion now made three battalions of artillery available to CC-B. In order to exercise the proper control and coordination of these battalions, the Hq 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion – with no increase in personnel-undertook to perform the duties of a Group Headquarters and established a Group Fire Direction Center. This Fire Direction Center functioned
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smoothly and continuously throughout the action and rendered invaluable service. The 965th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm How) closed in its positions in the vicinity of BRUNLAUF (P8084) at 1705 hours. It rendered efficient and continuous support throughout the action despite accurate counter-battery fire by German artillery upon its positions. Its displacements on subsequent dates, which were accomplished during the hours of darkness over icy roads and at least once in a driving snow storm were successfully concluded on time so that the battalion rendered the maximum in fire support.



(8)
112th RCT (28th Div) is Discovered and joins ST. VITH Forces. At about 1030 hours, 19 December, Colonel G. M. Nelson, commanding the 112th Regimental Combat Team of the 28th Infantry Division reported to Tactical Headquarters, 7th Armored Division. He stated his regiment was in a defensive position on the southern edge of a woods about one and one-half Kilometers south of HOLDINGEN (P7775). The whereabouts of the remainder of the 28th Division were unknown to him and, in fact,
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he had been completely in the dark as to the location of any friendly troops whatsoever until a patrol from the 7th Armored Division had contacted his regiment. The Commanding General, 7th Armored Division immediately contacted the Commanding General, 106th Division and suggested to him that the 112th Regimental Combat Team be attached to the 106th Infantry Divi-sion, and be utilized to extend our southern flank protection further to the west by placing the 112th in a defensive position on the right (west) of the 424th Regimental Combat Team. The Commanding General, 106th Division, concurred in this recommendation and Colonel Nelson was directed to report to him for orders. General Jones’ remaining Combat Team, the 424th, was in positions on the right of CC-B/9th Armored, extending south from MASPELT (P8782) to the vicinity of BURGREULAND (P8679). Accordingly, Colonel Nelson was directed to have his Combat Team occupy the BEILER (P8275)-LEITHUM (P8475) ridge and establish a defensive position there, with its left flank extending northward to join the 424th near BURG-REULAND.



(9)
CC-B, 9th Armored Division Changes Dispositions. The only other change in dispositions occurred after dark on the 19th, when CC-B/9th Armored withdrew to new positions west of the ST. VITH-WINTERSPELT road and the railroad. This move was made after mutual agreement between General Clarke and General Hoge, so as to avoid the possibility of CC-B/9th Armored being cut off with no exit route for its vehicles, as its only route of evacuation from the positions previously held was through the town of ST. VITH. By 2400, CC-B/9th Armored was generally in its new positions between its “tie-in” point with CC-B/7th Armored on the north at P862864 and its juncture with the 424th RCT on the south near MASPELT. The Combat Command CP was established at NEUBRUCK (P8884).


   (10)
Enemy Activity in Division Trains Area on 19 December. During the 19th, the Division Trains had additional contacts with the enemy. The road block south of ORTHO was attacked by a force comprising Infantry and a few tanks. A sharp engagement ensued during which our forces suffered heavy casualties in proportion to their numbers ... both in personnel and vehicles ... but the block held. The road block five miles north of HOUFFALIZE was also attacked but this attack appeared to be more in the nature of a reconnaissance and was easily repulsed.


e. The Night of 19th-20th December. The night of the 19th/20th was again filled with continuous patrol clashes along the entire northern sector of
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the 7th Armored Division. One German combat patrol of 35 men attacked the Rear CP of the 31st Tank Battalion at NEUNDORF (P8386), and were driven off after a short but vicious hand-to-hand fight, in which the officers and men of the battalion’s S-1 and S-4 Sections and the Reconnaissance Platoon killed 15 of the enemy and captured 5 prisoners.


f. Events of 20 December. (1) Formation of Task Force Jones. Reports continued to arrive at Division of the presence of enemy forces to the south and rear of the positions held by the 7th Armored. Information obtained by our patrolling to the south in the region west of the 112th Infantry RCT’s position, from the capture by patrols and subsequent interrogation of German prisoners of war – including the translation of a German Field Order found on one – and reports from a Colonel Stone who, with a group of First Army Service Troops, had courageously remained at GOUVY, all indicated that substantial enemy forces of all arms were bypassing our forces on the south with the intention of turning north and passing through GOUVY and CHERAM. Consequently TASK FORCE JONES was created to further extend and protect our southern flank. It was directed to pay particular attention to denying the enemy the use of the road junctions at DEIFELD, OURTH, GOUVY and CHERAM. The composition of this Task Force which included the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (-2 Cos), 17th Tank Battalion (-1 Co) and the 440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion as its main elements, is shown in detail in Annex No. 1 to Tab “A.”


(2)
Artillery Establishes All-Around Defense. Throughout the 20th and thereafter, all artillery employed every available man for the purpose of providing local security for their position areas due to the numerous German patrols – some of considerable size – which succeeded in filtering through our front line units due to the broken and wooded character of the terrain which lent itself admirably to this kind of tactics. Machine guns were emplaced to cover all possible routes of approach, trip wires installed to give warning at night, and, in general, every precaution was taken to prepare for all-around defense.



(3)
Enemy Activity in Rear Area During 20 December. (a) Enemy activity in the Division Trains area increased in both intensity and volume on this date. The road block 21/Z miles southeast of LA ROCHE was attacked by enemy Infantry with some armor. This attack was repulsed with severe casualties to the Germans. The road block five miles north of HOUFFALIZE was attacked for the second consecutive day. The
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attackers were driven off but not until our defending force had suffered heavy casualties in both personnel and vehicles.



 (b)
The main German effort, however, was devoted to seizure of our ration and gasoline supply dump at SAMREE. The road block south of this point was attacked at about 0945 hours by a reinforced German Infantry battalion supported by artillery. All available service personnel, approximately fifty men, were placed in defensive positions. This defense held until about noon at which time a heavy fog settled over the area. By the time the fog had lifted at 1300, the Germans had infiltrated our positions and had entered houses in the village of SAMREE. Our defenses were tightened around the northwest corner of the town where the supply points were located. At 1430, it was learned that the head of a Task Force of the 3d Armored Division was halted at DOCHAMPS (P4983) two miles away. In reply to an appeal for assistance, a medium tank company was dispatched but on moving over a ridge 1000 yards north of SAMREE, three of its tanks were destroyed by the fire of German tanks northeast of SAMREE. The medium tank company of this Task Force never succeeded in reaching SAMREE. In the meantime, the service personnel defending the supply points ran out of ammunition and were forced to abandon the town at about 1500 when German tanks pushed into town. A counterattack was launched in an effort to regain the town at about 1530 with two medium tanks taken from the Division Ordnance Shop and a miscellaneous group of service personnel acting as infantry. The counter-attack failed, both tanks being destroyed by enemy fire after reaching the eastern edge of SAMREE and the foot troops were stopped by a hail of small arms fire. Throughout the attack on the division sup` ply points which began at 0945 hours and continued until 1500 hours with artillery fire on the town beginning at 1200, supplies of rations and gasoline were issued to the unit trains of various battalions of the 7th Armored Division as well as to the 112th Infantry RCT (28th Div) and elements of the 106th Division. While one end of the dump was on fire and under attack, issues took place from the other end. Approximately 30,000 gallons of gasoline and 15,000 rations were issued under the most adverse conditions during the attack described above. Known casualties to service personnel during the attack were: 17 killed, 12 wounded and 4 captured. During the night 20/21 December, additional attacks
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were made on many of the road blocks in the Division Trains area but all were repelled.



(4)
CC-A Beats Off a Heavy Attack, 20 December. The 1st SS Panzer Division continued to aggressively engage CC-A in the vicinity of POTEAU, and it was only against the stiffest kind of resistance that this vital road junction was being held. At 0825, CC-A received the following message from the Commanding General:
“Hold your positions at all costs,”



and at 0925 another mesage*:

“Imperative you command road leading into
POTEAU from RECHT.”



At 1130 the Germans attacked POTEAU with the heaviest task force yet committed in this area –almost 2 battalions of infantry supported by heavy tanks. The enemy was unable to dislodge CC-A, and withdrew leaving four of his tanks burning.



(5)
CC-B, 7th Armored Division and CC-B, 9th Armored Division Repel Attacks on 20 December. A glance at Tab “X,” Overlay No. 1 (“Situation 20 December 1944”), will show in graphic form the major assaults of the enemy against the 7th Armored. In the sector of CC-B, strong attacks were mounted at 1730 and 2120 against the northern flank, and at 1740 from WALLERODE. All were repulsed at a cost to the enemy of 4 tanks destroyed, 4 tanks damaged, and 4 half-tracks destroyed. The attacks against the northern shoulder were made by 12 tanks (2 “Tigers,” 4 “Panthers,” and 6 Mk IV’s), advancing in two waves. Of the tanks destroyed, 1 was a “Panther” and the others were Mk IV’s. CC-B/9th Armored received attacks throughout the day with the Germans attacking west from NEIDINGEN and LOMMERSSWEILER at 0430, 0815, and 1620. All were repulsed with heavy losses among the enemy infantry as the quadruple-mounted caliber .50’s of the AAA battery with CC-B/9th Armored opened up when the Germans attacked across open ground.



(6)
Southern Flank Attacked at GOUVY and CHERAM, 20 December. That part of the southern flank, now held by TASK FORCE JONES, was attacked by the enemy at GOUVY and CHERAM. In the assault of GOUVY which lasted from 1200-1740, the Germans lost more than 100 killed. Two attacks were thrown at CHERAM by the Germans – at 1300 and at 1715, both of which were repulsed. In the after-dark attack on CHERAM, one enemy direct fire weapon (a tank or assault gun) was destroyed by a 90mm gun section (C/814). These attacks disclosed the presence of yet another German division, the 560th Volks Grenadier
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Division, from which 26 prisoners were captured by TASK FORCE JONES.



(7)
Elements of Six German Divisions Oppose ST. VITH Forces. The addition of the 560th Volks Grenadier Division to the known Order of Battle of German units attacking the ST. VITH area had raised the total number of divisions to 6, plus one GHQ Artillery Brigade. By midnight of 20 December prisoners from the following German divisions had been interrogated by the IPW Team of the 7th Armored Division (enemy divisions listed in relative order of positions from north to south): 1st SS Panzer Division, Gross Deutschland Brigade (sometimes referred to as the Fuehrer Escort Brigade), 18th Volks Grenadier Division, 62d Volks Grenadier Division, 2d Panzer Division, 560th Volks Grenadier Division and 116th Panzer Division.


g. Events of 21 December. (1) Division Trains Move to New Area. The situation on this date in the Division Trains area had deteriorated to such an extent that it appeared advisable to move the trains to a safer area in order to avoid their capture or total destruction, and to enable them to continue the supply of the Division which could not be accomplished much longer from the present area. By this time the 84th Infantry Division had taken up a defensive position in the vicinity of MARCHE (P2983), some 12 miles west of the 7th Armored Division Trains area. Accordingly the Division Trains were ordered to retire through the 84th Division and then proceed by a circuitous route to a new area in the
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vicinity of HARZE (K5306). This new position allowed the supply of the Division to be continued through terrain now held by the 82d Airborne Division which had pushed south towards our rear areas and whose front line was slightly in advance of the road: LA FALISE (P6289)-VIELSALM (P7091). This provided a very slender contact with the 7th Armored Division at the bridge over the SALM River at VIELSALM. The movement of the Division Trains to the HARZE area left the rear of the ST. VITH forces “wide open” until and unless the XVIII Airborne Corps could push south and establish contact with TASK FORCE JONES. This the Corps was unable to do.



(2)
Division Artillery Evacuates Abandoned Materiel. On the morning of the 21st, seven 8-inch howitzers as well as considerable equipment which had been abandoned by the 14th Cavalry Group was evacuated from the area southwest of POTEAU by a detachment comprised of personnel and materiel from the three Service Batteries of the 7th Armored Division Artillery. The evacuation was accomplished under fire – both small arms and mortar – which was directed on the area by the enemy occupying the high ground northeast of POTEAU. The covering force for the evacuation was furnished by CC-R and it prevented the enemy from attacking the recovery units. All materiel rescued was moved to the rear, and later turned over to Ordnance personnel of the First Army.



(3)
Enemy Infantry Infiltrates to Position of 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion. During the day a force of approximately 300 German infantry infiltrated through the wooded area between RODT and POTEAU and gained the position area of the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion. The 275th held its ground, and diverted one battery to direct fire at point blank range while continuing to execute fire missions with the other two firing batteries. The situation became critical, and it looked as if the artillery battalion was to be overrun until light tanks from the 87th Cavalry Squadron arrived. Opening fire with 37mm canister and machine guns the tanks drove into the German Infantry killing and wounding many of the enemy and putting the remainder to flight.



(4)
Troop D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Bars the Route to MANHAY. One of the outstanding actions on 21 December was that of Troop “D,” 87th Cavalry Squadron, which was operating on an independent mission of screening the Division’s north flank west of the VIELSALM-TROIS PONTS road in the area, VAUX CHAVANNE (P5591)-BASSE BODEUX (P6497). At
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1100 on the 20th, the Troop had been ordered to SAMREE to help defend that area against the attacks from the south. When “D” Troop arrived there that afternoon it found the town occupied in strength by the enemy with more than a battalion of Infantry and a Company of Tanks. The troop commander thereupon moved his unit east along the road towards SALMCHATEAU (P6987) so as to block the road and prevent the SAMREE force from hitting the Division in the rear. At the FRAITURE cross roads, the reconnaissance troopers ran into a German road block which they attacked and overran. Then Troop “D” established a series of road blocks centering on the cross roads at P576853. This was on the main route from HOUFFALIZE (P6172) to LIEGE by way of MANHAY (P5390), WERBOMONT (K5400), and AYWAILLE (K5410), or to the MEUSE at HUY (K2318) by way of BOMAL (K4200) or HAMOIR (K4405). This was one of the main routes of advance for the Fifth Panzer Army, and the initiative and resourcefulness displayed by this Troop in blocking for three days any advance up the main highway had a beneficial effect on the entire situation. By the 21st, the Troop had collected around itself a sizeable little force reinforced by two 105mm howitzers from the VIII Corps Artillery, two AAA automatic weapons sections from the 203d AAA Battalion, a company of Parachute Infantry from the 82d Airborne Division, and six medium tanks of the 3d Armored Division. At 0500 on 21 December, the enemy launched his first attack. Instead of the easy prey which they expected, the Germans reeled back with 17 killed and 16 captured. This initial attack was followed by a number of other attacks, usually made by forces of between 50 to 100 German infantry. All were repulsed and Troop “D” with its reinforcements from other units continued to man this road block until 1800 on the 23 of December, when they were overwhelmed by a strong German attack made by two battalions of infantry supported by a company of tanks. Prior to the attack, the entire area was saturated with a heavy artillery preparation. All the tanks and armored cars of Troop “D,” 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron and its supporting units were knocked out except one armored car which was damaged and later salvaged by the Germans after the road blocks had been overrun and destroyed. (On the 24th of December this armored car while manned by a reconnaissance unit of the 2d SS Panzer Division was recaptured by a squad of survivors of Troop “D”. who were making their way cross-country in an effort to regain the friendly lines.) Before the enemy overran the cross roads
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[Knocked out tanks along the St. Vith-Schonberg Road]



they lost one known tank destroyed and an estimated 300 infantry killed.



(5)
CC-A Captures High Ground Northwest of POTEAU-Repels Counter Attacks. On the morning of 21 December, CC-A attacked and captured the high ground northeast of POTEAU which at last gave them a commanding position with respect to the POTEAURECHT road. The reaction of the enemy was violent and immediate. Strong Infantry and Armor counterattacks developed at 1330 and again about 2000. During the first attack, the enemy armor was allowed to come well out in the open followed by the German Infantry. They were then hit by the massed fires of two artillery battalions and of all the tanks and assault guns of CC-A which could bring their guns to bear. This terrific concentration of fire had the desired effect – the Germans broke and retired leaving many casualties behind including five Mk V “Panthers” and three assault guns destroyed. During the early hours of the night the enemy attacked again but not until after he had laid down heavy preparatory fires with his mortars and artillery. By 2000 hours the attack had been repulsed. Between these major
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attacks, there was heavy patrol activity by both sides. During the afternoon the Germans were able to infiltrate through the lines and establish an ambush on the road between POTEAU and RODT. It was an effective ambush until discovered, for it captured eight 1/4-ton “jeeps” and knocked out one light tank. Among those taken prisoner were the Executive Officer, CC-A, with his Liaison Officer, and the Executive Officer, 48th Armored Infantry, with his Adjutant.



(6)
Full Scale Corps Attack Launched Against CC-B. As LXVI Corps continued to be stalled at ST. VITH, the Germans realized that the failure to control the network of roads and railroads centering on ST. VITH was disrupting the timetable of the entire counter-offensive. The stand of the 7th Armored Division had left a dangerous salient in the German lines which threatened the northern flank of Fifth Panzer Army and prevented a link-up between the Fifth Panzer and Sixth SS Panzer Armies. All further westward movement of Sixth SS Panzer Army had virtually stopped for lack of needed gasoline and ammunition, which were on the supply columns immobilized to the east of ST. VITH,
 or on the trains halted between PRUM and GEROLSTEIN.
 Accordingly, orders were issued to II SS Panzer Corps to move to the south and take the town without delay. All during the night of 20/21 December, tanks and other vehicles could be heard massing to the north, east and south of ST. VITH. II SS Panzer Corps was moving into position, and at 1100, the all-out assault was launched. From the time of the first attack on the 21st until the completion of the successful withdrawal of the 7th Armored Division across the SALM River two days later, the enemy attacked unceasingly along the entire front of the Division. Throughout the 21st and until 2200 that night, the lines held against continuous assault by wave after wave, followed by wave upon wave of Infantry, supported by heavy artillery and
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“screaming meemie” concentrations of unprecedented size and duration. Large formations of tanks joined in the assault from all sides, and smashed their way into the lines where they blasted the defenders from their foxholes with point blank 88mm fire. Time after time, the German Infantry were forced to withdraw under the aimed short range fire of the gallant Infantrymen, Engineers, Tankers, Reconnaissance Troops, and others who stood their ground and inflicted untold losses upon the attacking formations. Even the heavy tanks were forced to withdraw, leaving destroyed hulks battered and burning in their wake. On that day the men of the 7th Armored performed, individually and collectively, deeds of heroism on occasion after occasion – and individual soldiers not only engaged in hand-to-hand combat with the German Infantry but also attacked the German tanks. In several instances tanks were destroyed by a “bazookaman” who climbed from his ‘hole, and pressed the “bazooka” against the side of the tank which had penetrated the lines, destroying the tank and also himself. Other men were observed to clamber on the back deck of a tank in order to drop a grenade down the turret. And still the Germans attacked. ... Starting at 1100 with an artillery barrage on the northern and eastern positions of CC-B and an Infantry-Tank attack against the juncture of CC-B and CC-B/9th Armored, the Germans stepped up the scale of their assault until by 1300 the entire line of CC-B was aflame with enemy artillery, “screeming* meemies,” tanks, and Infantry pouring a concentration of steel at the defenders. As the enemy closed, they were met in turn by all possible concentrated fires that could be brought to bear - but still the Germans attacked. Major attacks were launched against that part of the line held by the 38th Armored Infantry at 1100, 1230, 1400, 1610, and 1710; while the northern flank manned by the 31st Tank Battalion and the 87th Cavalry were hit with the principal attacks at 1300, 1730, 1805, and 1820. All attacks were turned back, and CC-B’s lines continued to hold. Then three heavy assaults were started by the Germans, with each directed along the axis of the main roads entering ST. VITH: at 1650 from the east along the SCHONBERG road; followed by an attack down the MALMEDY road at 1835; with the last one starting up the PRUM road at 2000. Each of these attacks was preceded by heavy artillery and “screaming meemie” barrages lasting from 15 to 35 minutes, and closely followed by the Infantry and Tanks. The Germans were not to be denied and their relentless pressure since 1100 in the morning had left gaps in the line for which there were no replacements to replace the dead and wounded. By
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2200 sheer weight of numbers triumphed and tanks were entering the town along all 3 roads. CC-B started establishing a new line on the high ground west of ST. VITH. A glance at Tab “X,” Overlay No. 2 (“Situation, 21 Dec 44) will show in graphic form the situation as it faced the 7th Armored Division on the 21st of December. For a full description of the attacks, see Tab “E,” personal reports for the 31st Tank Battalion ( p. 8) and for the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion (p. 12). In both instances the officers were in the front lines.



(7)
Enemy Strikes Hard at CC-B, 9th Armored Division. The first attack against CC-B/9th Armored was made at 0500, apparently in an effort to push the Combat Command back from its position south of CC-B/7th Armored, thereby unhinging the tight flank of CC-B/7th Armored. The attack achieved temporary success when the enemy Infantry were able to penetrate almost 400 yards. Just before daylight, CC-B/9th Armored started a vicious counter-attack using a task force made up of one Medium Tank Company, an Engineer Company and a Platoon of Infantry. By 0900 the line had been restored to its original position. By noon the enemy had again returned to the attack and pushed a reinforced combat patrol in to the cross roads at P846817. By late afternoon all the enemy Infantry had become casualties and their supporting tank knocked out. As the severity of the attacks on the north increased, the Germans started pushing in along the ST. VITH-STEINEBRUCH road, and by 1600 the 27th Armored Infantry was heavily engaged. This attack was driven off, only to be followed by a heavy artillery preparation and then the Infantry and Tanks started in again. They too were repulsed, but by dark the Germans were launching a series of attacks which culminated at 2130 in breaking through at the juncture ‘between the two Combat Commands. At about this time General Clarke informed General Hoge that the enemy had passed tanks into ST. VITH from the north, east, and south; that CC-B/7th Armored was withdrawing to a new line west of ST. VITH. The commanders agreed on new position areas, and that their Combat Commands would be joined at BAUVENN, a cross roads at P843861. As the Headquarters of CC-B/9th Armored prepared to move to its new CP to be established at MALDINGEN (P7883), it was shelled, killing 2 officers and 1 enlisted man, wounding 20. The Headquarters, however, continued to move.



(8)
Situation on the Front of 424th RCT and 112th RCT. While the enemy concentrated on the forces immediately around ST. VITH, the 424th RCT had received no major attacks. In the sector of the 112th RCT, the Germans attacked northwest of WEISWAMPACH
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(P8172) but were repulsed. Enemy patrols, however, continued to operate during the day and were constantly attempting to get behind our lines. A strong combat patrol was dispatched to TROIS VIERGES (P7570) by the 112th to free a reported 500 Americans held prisoner there, but were unable to get through because of strong columns of infantry and armor pushing west through the TROIS VIERGES (P7570)-SASSEL (P7568) area.



(9)
Enemy Repulsed on South Flank by Task Force Jones. During the morning of the 21st, patrols of TASK FORCE JONES entered the towns of VAUX (P6576), MONT LE BAN (P6478), and BACLAIN (P6679) but met only scattered enemy reconnaissance elements who hastily withdrew. The enemy was still strong in the GOUVY and CHERAM areas. About 1900 the Germans attacked CHERAM, but struck a mined road, after which TASK FORCE JONES placed artillery and mortar fire on the column. By 2000 the threat was over and the enemy were withdrawing. With the situation in the ST. VITH area becoming critical between 2100 and 2200, TASK FORCE JONES was warned at 2230 that the 17th Tank Battalion must be prepared for immediate movement. It received the following instructions:

“Hold on east and pivot around on DIEFELD (P7679). Delay enemy, drop back on GOUVY (P7278) and hold like grim death towns of BEHO (P7581), BOVIGNY (P7082). We must have the road. Make liberal use of mines and know where they are.”

   (10)
Enemy Forces Engages on 21 December. As learned after the “Battle of the Bulge,” the taking of ST. VITH on 21 December was made the responsibility of II SS Panzer Corps, with its 9th SS Panzer Division and 2d SS Panzer Division.

“On 22 December II SS Panzer Corps with 2d and 9th SS Panzer Divisions, finally succeeded in wresting ST. VITH from 7th U.S. Armored Division. . . .”
(12 Army Group G-2 Report, “Destruction of the German Armies in Western Europe, 6 June-9 May 1947,” p. 20)




In this attack, II SS Panzer Corps with its two SS Panzer Divisions was assisted by the LXVI Corps (18th and 62d Volks Grenadier Divisions, and the “GROSS DEUTSCHLAND” Brigade), plus
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[The Infantry C.P. in St. Vith is recaptured in January 1945]



elements of the LVIII Panzer Corps which was operating against the south flank and rear of the 7th Armored.


h. Events of 22 December. (1) CC-B Establishes New Positions 2000 Yards West of ST. VITH.* Throughout the late night and early morning hours of 21-22 December, CC-B worked feverishly to stabilize the line west of ST. VITH generally along the high ground in the vicinity of P841879. A mixed force of units from the 31st Tank Battalion and 87th Reconnaissance Squadron under command of Major Lohse and hereafter referred to as TASK FORCE LOHSE was directed to move with all speed from its position on CC-B’s northern flank to a previously laid out reserve position on the high ground west of ST. VITH and east of N E UN D O R F. TASK FORCE LOHSE miraculously occupied their assigned defensive position in time to stop the enemy’s forward elements as they emerged to the west of ST. VITH. During the early morning hours the Division Commander ordered the immediate movement and attachment to CC-B of the 17th
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Tank Battalion (less Co A-already with CC-B). By 0600, CC-B’s line extended from RODT (SART LEZ-ST. VITH), east of NEUNDORF and to the southeast of CROMBACH and a juncture with CC-B, 9th Armored Division. German pressure on this line materialized almost at once. It was continuous and severe. By 0730 when the 17th Tank Battalion reached CROMBACH, TASK FORCE LOHSE was hotly engaged and in danger of being overrun. Elements of the 17th Tank Battalion counter-attacked generally astride the NEUNDORF-ST. VITH road driving the enemy back temporarily into the outskirts of ST. VITH and gaining TASK FORCE LOHSE time to reorganize and to move to the ridge between NEUNDORF and CROMBACH. All morning a few men from the units which had manned the defensive position east of ST. VITH infiltrated back into our lines. But their members were pitifully few. There were only about 200 survivors from the four Armored Infantry Companies, one Reconnaissance Troop and the Provisional Engineer Company. Of these, ninety had to be evacuated because of wounds, physical exhaustion and exposure in the bitter cold and snow. The remainder were dead or missing. Handicapped from the start by the lack of sufficient Infantry, CC-B was now to feel more acutely than ever before its lack of dough boys.



(2)
Enemy Penetrates Between CC-A and CC-B, 22 December. The Germans continued to attack with Infantry and Tanks and at 0200 had pushed the 928th Grenadier Battalion behind RODT (SART LEZ ST. VITH) and attacked the town from the rear. The enemy widened this penetration and at 1135, RODT (SART LEZ ST. VITH) was captured splitting CC-A and CC-B. The nine hour battle for RODT was a grim affair in which personnel from every possible source – cooks, drivers, radio operators, etc. – were employed to augment the defense in a desperate effort to prevent the enemy from driving a wedge between the division’s two Combat Commands. The loss of RODT (SART LEZ ST. VITH) necessitated CC-B pulling back its left flank to HINDERHAUSEN and its position now extended from there to a point astride the main road half-way between NEUNDORF and CROMBACH and hence south to P8284.



(3)
Critical Supply Situation Relieved by Arrival of Convoy. One “bright spot” in the situation was the arrival in the division area at about 1500 of a ninety vehicle convoy bringing ammunition, rations and gasoline for all of which the division and its attached and supporting units – including CC-B, 9th Armored Division; 424th RCT and 112th RCT – were desperately in need. The artillery had less than 20 rounds per gun prior to its arrival. The
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drivers in this convoy had been behind their steering wheels for hours on end without sleep. They had driven through ambushes by German patrols and suffered some casualties en route. Their devotion to duty saved the division and its attached units from almost certain disaster during the ordered withdrawal which took place the next day. Without the gasoline, many vehicles would have to have been abandoned. The artillery and other ammunition they brought held the enemy at bay until the SALM RIVER was crossed.



(4)
Enemy Continues Relentless Pressure Against CC-B and CC-B, 9th Armored Division. In the late afternoon the Germans started a drive to capture CROMBACH attacking from north to south at 1700, 2000, and 2110. By 2315 their Infantry were fighting in the town itself. CC-B/9th Armored also was receiving a heavy attack at this time and slowly was being pushed westward toward BRAUNLAUF. It held on to its contact with CC-B/7th Armored, pivoting back on General Clarke’s right flank and preventing an attempt of the enemy to separate the two combat commands. During the fighting in the sector of CC-B/9th Armored, the Germans attacked and captured the CP of the 27th Armored Infantry and its Aid Station. A counter-attack with 2 platoons of tanks and a platoon of Infantry recaptured the CP and the personnel taken by the Germans including the battalion’s Commanding Officer, Executive, and staff less the S-2. By this time CC-B/9th Armored was defending south of GRUFFLINGEN and as far west as MALDINGEN, with the 3d Battalion/424th Infantry being attached to the Combat Command.



(5)
Enemy Pressure Increases Against Entire Position. At POTEAU CC-A was receiving increasing pressure from the enemy who continued his attempts to outflank the right of CC-A. Meanwhile the enemy on the north struck heavily at 2215 but was driven off. A measure of the bitterness of the fighting on all fronts is indicated by the following extract from the personal report of Major (then Captain) Wolfe, 40th Tank Battalion which follows immediately after Lieutenant Colonel Brown’s report in Tab “E.”
“The medical detachments from the Tank Battalion and the Armored Infantry Battalion located in a hunting lodge were caught in the path of the enemy attack on RODT. Under the direction of Captain Hallerstein all of the wounded men in the aid station who were able to use a gun took their positions and defended them until relieved when units of the Tank Battalion moved past them in their counter-attack on RODT.”
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Pressure continued to increase along the entire front, and as the 7th Armored Division shortened its lines and again regrouped, German Infantry and Tanks pressed strongly on all positions. Practically the entire Division area was now being engaged by long-range artillery fire, while in the north, the enemy in strength was along the east bank of the SALM RIVER from east of TROIS PONTS to GRAND HALLEUX, and in the south, along the high ground south of the highway running west from SALMCHATEAU. This meant that CC-B of the 9th Armored Division, the 112th RCT, the 424th RCT, three units of Corps troops (the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, the 965th Field Artillery Battalion and the battered remnants of the 168th Combat Engineer Battalion), and the entire 7th Armored Division (less trains) – low on supplies and nearing exhaustion from five days of continuous bitter fighting against overpowering odds and under the most severe conditions of weather – were east of the SALM RIVER with only one certain supply route (a secondary road leading west from VIELSALM) and one probable route road, SALMCHATEAU-JOUBIEVAL-LIERNEUX). At approximately 1800 hours, verbal orders of the Commanding General XVIII Airborne Corps directed the withdrawal as soon as possible of all troops east of the SALM RIVER to assembly areas generally north of the position then occupied by the 82d Airborne Division. At 1853 hours, the 106th Division and its attached units were placed under command of the 7th Armored Division.


i. Events of 23 December. (1) The Plan for the Withdrawal. Tab “A,” Annex No. 3 together with Tab “X”-Overlay No. 4 (Dispositions at Daylight 23 Dec 44) indicates the plan for withdrawal. Due to the presence of German patrols within our lines, the order for the withdrawal was issued orally to Liaison Officers who made notes which would be of significance only to themselves and not decipherable by Germans if captured. Wherever possible two Liaison Officers were dispatched to each subordinate command to insure the arrival of at least one. The plan for the withdrawal issued at 0015 on 23 December in the manner prescribed above provided generally for a withdrawal west of the SALM RIVER to an assembly area within the 82d Airborne Division’s area in the vicinity of LIERNEUX (P6289), with several covering forces to fight delaying actions until the major portion of the Division and attached units had passed west of the SALM River. Three routes (“A”-”B”-”C”) were to be used, with the 424th Infantry and CC-B/9th Armored withdrawing first followed by CC-B/7th Armored which would use TASK FORCE BOYLAN to cover route “B.” After CC-B, 7th Armored cleared through
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the center, CC-A would drop back along Route “C,” passing through CC-R who then would cover that route. On the south flank, using Route “A” would be TASK FORCE JONES, which would furnish the final rear guard. The high ground immediately east of the SALM would be held by the 112th Infantry during the entire withdrawal.



(2)
Withdrawal of CC-B, 9th Armored Division and 424th Regimental Combat Team. Although CC-B, 9th Armored Division was the first unit scheduled to withdraw, by 0125 it was so hotly engaged that withdrawal at the time originally planned – 0300 hours – appeared impracticable. In the sectors of both CC-B, 7th Armored and CC-B, 9th Armored, the fighting continued unabated as the enemy continued a relentless pressure. At the same time the enemy was building up strong forces in front of the 82d Airborne Division west of SALMCHATEAU. In view of this development, the Division Commander directed Generals Clarke and Hoge in part as follows:

“The situation is such on the west of river south of 82d Airborne that if we don’t join them soon, the opportunity will be gone. It will be necessary to disengage whether circumstances are favorable or not if we are to carry out any kind of withdrawal with equipment.”



At 0700 CC-B/9th Armored managed to begin disengaging beginning at NEWBRUCK (P8384) and working successively back through MALDINGEN (P7883). CC-B/9th Armored’s tanks and half-tracks carried the Infantry of the 424th which were picked up near COMMANSTER (P7685), with as many as 14 Infantrymen on each tank. The route of withdrawal was on N26 to the junction with N33, west of BEHO (P7581), north on N33 to SALMCHATEAU (P6987), west to the road junction at P676857, then through LIERNEUX (P6289) to the MALEMPRE (P5689)-JEVIGNE (P5990) area, where CC-B/9th Armored closed at approximately 1200 hours. By mid-afternoon the Combat Command was attached to the 82d Airborne Division, and moving into position near LANSIVAL (P6090) and MANHAY (P5390).



(3)
Withdrawal of CC-B, 7th Armored Division. CC-B, 7th Armored Division planned to bring out all vehicles and troops in position near CROMBACH (P8185) and southwest of that town through BEHO (P7581) to VIELSALM (P7089). The one Infantry Company of the 424th at BRUNLAUF (P8084) accompanied them. North of CROMBACH (P8185) all troops and vehicles were
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to come out through HINDERHAUSEN (P7987) to COMMANSTER (P7685), and thence to VIELSALM (P7089). TASK FORCE BOYLAN, with a Medium Tank Company, a Tank Destroyer Company and an Infantry Company was to hold HINDERHAUSEN until all other troops had left, and then fall back without delay. The 965th and 275th Field Artillery had displaced westward to new positions during the night, and the 434th Field Artillery remained in position until TASK FORCE BOYLAN was to withdraw, when the artillery moved out. As a result of the snow and intense cold of the previous two days, the ground was frozen solid and even the heaviest vehicles were able to move over roads which normally would not have carried a 21/2 ton truck. Due to the frigid weather the road between HINDERHAUSEN and COMMANSTER - up to this time a soft, muddy road which would not support division loads - was frozen hard. This facilitated the withdrawal arid practically all vehicles were evacuated. So far as is known no men were left behind. By 2300, CC-B had closed in its assembly area near XHORIS (K4807).



(4)
Withdrawal of CC-A. Starting at 1530, CC-A began its withdrawal through CC-R’s position near PETIT-THIER (P7491). The Armored Infantry withdrew under the cover of limited objective attacks made by the tanks. Then the 40th Tank Battalion
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followed while the 489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion covered the withdrawal by prepared fires and smoke. At 1035 in the morning CC-A had stood off a strong thrust by German Armor and Infantry, which was repulsed by 1230 hours. By 2000, CC-A was in its assembly area in the vicinity of HARZE (K5306).



(5)
Withdrawal of CC-R. After CC-A had withdrawn through PETIT-THIER (P7491), CC-R started to fall back. At about this time information was received that an outpost north of the road block at VILLE-du-BOIS (P7289) had been ambushed and destroyed. This enemy action to the left rear of CC-R’s position caused a period of anxiety but a combat patrol was immediately dispatched to the threatened area and found that the German.•’: had been repulsed by the road block at VILLE-du-BOIS after destroying one of our armored cars. When all vehicles had cleared; the railroad underpass at P725900 was blown, and the final covering force was withdrawn 30 minutes later (time 1745). By 2000, CC-R had arrived in its assembly area. During the morning, one of CC-R’s Tank Destroyers (C/814) was shifted to SALMCHATEAU (P6987), where it destroyed 6 enemy tanks before it in turn was knocked out.



(6)
Withdrawal of TASK FORCE JONES. TASK FORCE JONES, as the south flank covering force, played perhaps the most important role of any unit in the Division during this phase of action. Its plan was to withdraw, after all other units of the 7th Armored Division, together with TASK FORCE NELSON (112th Infantry) which was protecting the withdrawal from the east, by passing one force through another until the entire task force had cleared SALMCHATEAU (P6987). The withdrawal commenced at 1430 from positions at BEHO cross roads (P7682), BOVIGNY (P7082), and CIERREUX (P7184). Successfully disengaging by leap-frogging the Task Force proceeded north towards SALMCHATEAU. A few hundred yards south of that town an enemy ambush destroyed one light tank while in SALMCHATEAU two light tanks were destroyed by an enemy tank or antitank gun. The enemy was also contacted at CIERREUX where a company of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion destroyed two Mark VI Tanks. The column withdrew to 11/Z miles south of SALMCHATEAU with an attack against the enemy at 1930. Meanwhile, a reconnaissance for an alternate route in the vicinity of ST. MARIE (on the SALM, south of SALMCHATEAU) was completed. Simultaneously, the rear of the column was attacked by tanks from the south and east which destroyed four M-36 tank destroyers, a medium tank, two towed guns and two
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other vehicles. Six of the enemy tanks were destroyed. A number of our personnel then escaped on foot. As the enemy was pressing strongly, the alternate route was taken. In the creeks west of ST. MARIE, an enemy ambush destroyed two armored cars and three 1/4-tons. Several Mark IV tanks attacked the column, destroying two more armored cars and three ¼-tons. Part of the column attempted to move towards P R O V E D RE PROVEDREUX (P6985) and met an enemy column of unknown strength, losing one armored car. The balance of the vehicles negotiated the creeks and moved north until they reached the road from SART (P6587) to SALMCHATEAU where contact was made with the outpost line of the 82d Airborne Division. From there the force proceeded safely to its assigned assembly area. The 440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, in support of TASK FORCE JONES which displaced to the rear ahead of the task Force’s main body found its prescribed withdrawal route across the bridge at SALMCHATEAU cut off by enemy forces and fought its way with vehicular machine guns blazing through the enemy forces then proceeding to the bridge across the SALM River at VIELSALM. During this running fight enemy small arms fire was received and returned at ranges as close as 50 yards. A direct hit by an enemy gun destroyed one of the battalion’s self-propelled 105mm howitzers and its entire crew became casualties. The battalion regained friendly territory by its bold and resolute action in charging through the enemy with all guns blazing.



(7)
Withdrawal of 112th Infantry. The 112th Infantry (-1 Bn) occupied the final covering position east of the SALM RIVER and was generally disposed between BEHO on the south and BURTONVILLE on the north. It had orders to withdraw on division order and a radio vehicle from the 7th Armored Division was attached for the purpose of relaying such orders to the Regimental Commander. Although orders to withdraw were sent following the passage of CC-B, 7th Armored across the SALM RIVER, they were apparently never received by the Regimental Commander. At approximately 1500, the Regimental Commander ordered the withdrawal of the 1st Battalion which was on the south and under attack from enemy tanks and Infantry. Enemy tanks had penetrated through ROGERY (7384) to CIRREAUX (7184) and SALMCHATEAU was occupied by the enemy cutting off the battalion’s route of withdrawal. An attack on SALMCHATEAU by the 1st Battalion to open its withdrawal route failed. The battalion then moved northward, found a ford, waded the icy waters of the SALM RIVER and proceeded cross country to the lines of the 82d Airborne Division. The 2d Battalion which
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was on the north retired across the bridge at VIELSALM which was then blown on orders of the Commanding General, 7th Armored Division.



(8)
Withdrawal Completed. By midnight 23-24 December, the last units of TASK FORCE JONES and the 112th Regimental Combat Team had closed in their assembly areas. A daylight withdrawal of a force comprising some 20,000 troops had been successfully accomplished and – except for TASK FORCE JONES and to some extent the 1st Battalion, 112th Infantry – there were few casualties suffered during the actual withdrawal. This can be attributed to some extent to excellent planning by the 7th Armored Division staff, to the rigid control established at bottle necks to keep traffic constantly moving, and to the excellent work of the artillery whose shattering concentrations stopped the enemy’s follow up time and time again. But most of all it can be attributed to the wonderful spirit which pervaded all ranks from Commanders to privates. Yes – they were forced to withdraw by the sheer weight of the enemy’s numbers but with God’s help, they intended to save themselves and their equipment and to get themselves west of the SALM RIVER in such a manner as to be able to immediately resume the fight against a thoroughly detested enemy.

3. Brief Resumé of the Qualities and Importance of the 7th Armored Division’s (and Attached plus Supporting Units) Stand in ST, VITH Area.


a. All ranks of all units - whether combat, service or headquarters-displayed the same high degree of heroism, gallantry, determination and espirit de corps throughout the entire action. Casualties were common not only in combat units but in headquarters at all levels and in service units. A few examples, illustrative of this, and picked more or less at random are quoted.
Killed in Action

Colonel C. M. Matthews, Chief of Staff, Hq 7th Armd Div
Captain Barth, S-4, Headquarters CC-B

Lieutenant Averill, Headquarters Company, Division Trains 
Wounded in Action

Lieutenant Shafer, Service Battery, 434th Armd FA Bn
Captured

Lt Colonel Mente, Exec. Officer, Headquarters CC-A
Lieutenant Pickford, Division Quartermaster Section

In one fight alone - SAMREE - The Division Trains suffered casualties as follows: 17 KIA, 12 WIA, 4 Captured.
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b. Many Command Posts in the division came under fire or attack at one time or another. On 23 December, the Division Commander’s radio half track standing just outside the door of Division Headquarters was hit and badly damaged by artillery fire while, at the same time, several other vehicles within fifty yards of the headquarters building were burning having been on the receiving end of direct hits. Nevertheless, the headquarters continued to function efficiently for another hour before it followed CC-A west of the SALM RIVER. Many a subordinate headquarters was saved from extermination at the hands of German combat patrols which had infiltrated our lines by the ferocity with which they were defended by their headquarters personnel such as clerks, radio operators, chauffeurs, etc. Examples of the foregoing appear in the Personal Reports of Commanders, Tab “E,” and in the After Action Reoprt of CC-B, 9th Armored Division, Tab “D.”

c. Conditions were most unusual and hazardous. As the enemy build-up took place it became evident that the defenders were outnumbered at least five to one and in danger of complete encirclement. Yet the will to stand and fight was strong in all ranks. The close nature of the terrain facilitated the infiltration of the Division zone by enemy patrols. These, plus the “walkers” and paratroopers of Operation GREIF, made travel by individuals and supply columns
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most hazardous. Supply of the forces engaged was very largely maintained by our finding abandoned dumps and using them. As the enemy gradually worked his way into the Division rear area on 18, 19 and 20 December, resupply became an increasingly hazardous undertaking. Ambushes were frequent and all supply columns fought their way back and forth between supply dumps and their units often suffering casualties en route. For a typical example of the dangers encountered during resupply, unit trains drawing rations at 1400, 20 December at LA ROCHE were suddenly confronted by two German tanks. Fortunately one light tank of the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron acting as escort to our trains had taken up an inconspicuous position overlooking the scene and was able to knock out both German tanks as they presented their thinly armored sides to it. The weather prevented air support of any kind – even by Artillery observation planes – until 22 December. On that date, Artillery Observation planes were used and on 23 December some support of CC-A’s withdrawal was received from the Tactical Air Force.


d. It is desired to emphasize that this was a battle in which all the forces employed played a vital and essential part. CC-B, 7th Armored Division aided by CC-B, 9th Armored Division provided the immediate defense around the town of ST. VITH. However, the failure of any other force in the performance of its mission would have immediately resulted in these two Combat Commands being turned out of their positions. CC-A’s successful counterattack to wrest POTEAU from the 1st SS Panzer Division thus removing an early and dangerous threat to CC-B’s rear plus its tenacious holding of the vital cross roads there was a magnificent contribution to the action as was TASK FORCE JONES’ defense of the GOUVY-CHERAM area, the 112th Regimental Combat Teams’ lone stand south of the division and the Division Trains’ defense of the rear areas. It is believed that the delay inflicted on the enemy’s forces by the 7th Armored Division Trains in the general vicinity of LA ROCHE and SAMREE on 1.8, 19 and 20 December prevented the Germans from moving unimpeded through the gap between the 7th Armored Division and the forces defending BASTOGNE and gained the time necessary for the 3d Armored Division (less 1 CC) and the 84th Infantry Division to arrive in position in the vicinity of HOTTON and MARCHE respectively.


e. The importance of the stand made in the ST. VITH area by the 7th Armored Division and its attached and supporting troops can be summed up by quoting from First Army’s Report of Operations for December 1944.

“The salient at St. Vith not only threatened the whole of Fifth Panzer Army’s northern flank, but continued to prevent the westward movement of Sixth SS Panzer Army. This afforded First U.S. Army sufficient time to bring up reinforcements to a new defensive line running generally through Rochefort, Marche, Hotton, Stavelot, and Bullingen. (22 Dec) 
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 “The elimination of the St. Vith salient was of prime importance to C-in-C West. Because of the delay imposed here the offensive was already almost three days behind schedule. * * * Thus his hopes of reaching Liege through Verviers were smashed by the stalwart resistance of the troops defending along the northern shoulder of the Gap and at St. Vith.”
*               *               *

“Without the communications center of St. Vith, focal point of five main highways and three rail lines, the enemy’s armored and supply columns were all practically immobilized. Traffic was jammed bumper-to-bumper for miles from the original line of departure and provided excellent targets for our artillery and fighter bombers. Also lacking St. Vith, the enemy could not launch his `Operation Greif’ according to plan.”
(First U.S. Army: Report of Operations, 1 Aug 44-22 Feb 45, Vol. I, Pp. 116-117.)

The salient referred to above together with the German plan of campaign is illustrated by the outline maps appearing as Tab F-2. A photograph of ST. VITH taken in January 1945 is included as Tab F-3.


f. In addition to the above appreciation of the importance of the ST. VITH stand, attention is invited to Tab F-4, which gives comments by Field Marshal Keitel and Colonel-General Jodl on the Ardennes offensive. It will be noted that in ascribing reasons to the failure of the offensive in order of importance that the second reason listed is: “Tougher resistance than expected of, in themselves, weak U.S. troops especially in ST. VITH.”

4.
Commendation Received. In recognition of the stand at ST. VITH, General Eisenhower dispatched the following message in care of First Army:
“From General Eisenhower to General Hodges:

“Please transmit the following personal message from me to Hasbrouck of the Seventh Armored. QUOTE. The magnificent job you are doing is having a great beneficial effect on our whole situation. I am personally grateful to you and wish you would let all of your people know that if they continue to carry out their mission with the splendid spirit they have so far shown, they will have deserved well of their country. UNQUOTE.”

5. a. Nature of Terrain. Rough, forested, rocky area between the SCHNEEEIFEL and the ARDENNES. Frequent streams and numerous saddles added to the difficulties which channeled all vehicular traffic along the few narrow, torturous roads which served the area. ST. VITH was one of the three key road junctions to the entire ARDENNES, and from it roads radiated to DINANT and LIEGE in the west and northwest; to MALMEDY and STAVELOT
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[Devastation in La Roche]
in the north; to HOUFFALIZE and BASTOGNE in the south; and to SCHONBURG and PRUM in the east. Through ST. VITH ran the only east-west railroad extending from the RHINE through the EIFEL and into the ARDENNES.



b. Enemy Morale. Superior. All ranks were flushed with their initial sucesses in smashing the American lines along a 60 mile front in less than 24 hours. The enemy were possessed of a fanatical determination that nothing could stop them, and the majority of the troops displayed a skill and initiative which stamped them as veterans from as fine divisions as Germans had put in the field since 1939. All units were aggressive, and the tactics of all units to and including battalions were outstanding.



c. Weather Conditions.

16 Dec
-
Overcast; cloudy; penetratingly cold; snow flurries; poor aerial observation.

17 Dec
-
Same turning to rain at night; ground soft; roads muddy and slick.

18 Dec
-
Bitter cold; overcast; snow flurries; no aerial activity; ground soft; roads slick and becoming incapable of supporting heavy division loads.

19 and 20 Dec - Same as 18th.

21 Dec
-
Bitter cold; overcast; snow; no aerial activity; ground and roads slushy.

22 and 23 Dec - Bitter cold; overcast; deep snow; ground frozen, permitting cross-country movement of tanks.
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d. 
Exact Date and Time of Action.



171100 December 1944-232300 December 1944


6.
a.
Number of Officers and Men Assigned Unit Who Took Part in Action.

11,976 (Strength Report, 7th Armored Division and attached Tank, Tank Destroyer and Antiaircraft Artillery Battalions, 16 December 1944)



b.
Number of Casualties Suffered by Unit.


(1)
As reported for 7th Armored Division and attached Tank Destroyer Battalion, Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion and Truck Companies at time “After Action Report, 7th Armored Division” was prepared sometime between 1 January 1945 and 10 January 1945:

Killed in Action:
43


Wounded in Action:
382


Missing in Action:
740


(2)
As known today in the light of the many reports received before the 7th Armored Division was demobilized:


Killed in Action:
228


Wounded in Action:
642


Missing in Action:
167
(Of whom about 120 are believed to have been PW’s.)

It is believed that the above figures are substantially correct. However reports were received from many sources and there is a possibility of there having been some duplication. The undersigned considers that it is fully warranted to consider the above figures to be subjected to not more than a ten percent error either up or down.



c.
Approximate Strength of Supporting Troops:


CC-B, 9th Armored Division
2700


112th RCT (28th Infantry Division)
2000
(Estimated)


424th RCT (106th Infantry Division)
1700
(Estimated)


168th Engineer Combat Battalion
175


Hq & Sv Co, 81st Engr Combat Battalion
45


275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
500


965th Field Artillery Battalion
500


14th Cavalry Group (Provisional)
400
(Estimated)

____


8020
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d.
Estimated Strength of Enemy:


3 Volks Grenadier Divisions (18 VG; 62 VG; 560 VG)
21,000


3 SS Panzer Divisions (1 SS Pz; 2 SS Pz; 9 SS Pz)
30,000


2 Panzer Divisions (2 Pz; 116 Pz)
13,000


1 Panzer Grenadier Brigade (GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND)
3,000


______



67,000

Supporting Troops
20,000


______


 TOTAL ENEMY STRENGTH
87,000


7.
a.
Character of Enemy Fire and Observation. All Infantry assault supported by close support medium and heavy tanks and assault guns; artillery observation “Excellent” to “Poor.” After 18 December, enemy used divisional and corps-type artillery and rocket artillery in copious quantities; results, “Good” to “Poor.” Action took place in territory which was of Germanic origin, and many civiilan* contacts accurately reported to the enemy location of Command Posts, tank and artillery dispositions, and other information enabling the enemy in many instances to “pin-point” profitable targets.


b.
Apparent Enemy Intentions.



(1)
To gain the line of the MEUSE River; to turn north and capture NAMUR, LIEGE, and VERVIERS; to capture BRUSSELS and ANTWERP, thereby isolating the American First and Ninth Armies, and the British Second and Canadian First Armies.



(2)
To utilize the ST. VITH area as a major supply installation for supporting the counter-offensive until LIEGE and NAMUR had been secured.


c.
Losses Suffered by Enemy.


Inflicted by
Inflicted by

7th Armored
Supporting

Division
Units



(1)
Vehicles (confirmed)


Tanks destroyed (all types)
113
20


Tanks damaged (all types)
15
15


SP Guns destroyed 
4
?


AT Guns destroyed
6
?


Artillery pieces destroyed
2
?


Half-track vehicles destroyed
24
12


Staff cars destroyed
9
2


Other vehicles destroyed
46
2
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(2)
Personnel (Partly by Actual Count – Partly by Estimation of Actual Observers)

Killed
2460
Not

Wounded
1520


Prisoners
326
Reported

____


4306


(These figures are recorded in After Action Report, 7th Armored Division, December 1944, for the 7th Armored Division. Figures for CC-B, 9th Armored Division, 112th Regimental Combat Team and 424th Regimental Combat Team are from their After Action Reports, December 1944. These tabulations are not complete, for many officers and men having first-hand knowledge of enemy casualties did not have the opportunity to report their figures during the action, and many of these officers and men were later killed or missing in action.)


8.
I have personal knowledge of the above described action.


9.
All units present in the ST. VITH salient are recommended for citation except the 14th Cavalry Group. It is omitted purposefully because of its undisciplined, pell mell withdrawal without orders on 17 December 1944 which contributed in a great measure to blocking the road: RECHT-POTEAU-VIELSALM and during which it abandoned considerable quantities of materiel near POTEAU. Following its attachment to the 7th Armored Division, the relief of several of its Field Officers and its subsequent reorganization into provisional Task Forces, many individuals and groups of individuals performed with distinction and gallantry. However, the 14th Cavalry Group, as such, is not deserving of being cited in the opinion of the undersigned.


10.
The 3rd* Platoon, “F” Company, 423d Infantry, 106th Division is recommended for citation and has not been mentioned previously. When its regiment was cut off east of ST. VITH, this platoon was serving as the CP guard for Headquarters, 106th Division at ST. VITH. When the 7th Armored Division established a defensive position east of ST. VITH during the late afternoon of 17 December, this platoon was attached to CC-B with the consent of the Commanding General, 106th Division and eye witnesses report that its members displayed the same gallantry and heroism in action as did all other units engaged.


11.
Proposed Citation:



BATTLE HONORS. – As authorized by Executive Order 9396 (Sec I, Bul 22, WD, 1943), superseding Executive Order 9075 (Sec III, Bull 11, WD, 1942), the following unit is cited by the War Department under the provisions of Section IV, Circular No. 333, WD, 1943, in the name of the
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[The Germans left their traces behind-grim evidence of the size of the struggle.]
President of the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The citation reads as follows:

7th Armored Division, with the following attached units:

203d Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion (Self-propelled)
814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-propelled)

446th Quartermaster Truck Company
3967th Quartermaster Truck Company
275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
965th Field Artillery Battalion

168th Engineer Combat Battalion

Headquarters and Service Company, 81st Engineer Combat Battalion, 106th Infantry Division

3d* Platoon, “F” Company, 423d Infantry Regiment, 106th Infantry Division

Combat Command “B,” 9th Armored Division, including:
14th Tank Battalion

27th Armored Infantry Battalion

16th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

“D” Troop, 89th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized), with attached Platoons “E” Troop and “F” Company

“B” Company, 9th Armored Engineer Battalion

“A” Company, 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-propelled)

“B” Battery, 482d Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion (Self-propelled)
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 “B” Company, 2d Armored Medical Battalion

“C” Company, 131st Armored Ordnance Maintenance Battalion
112th Infantry Regiment, 28th Division, with attached:

229th Field Artillery Battalion

“C” Company, 103d Engineer Combat Battalion
424th Infantry Regiment, 106th Division, with attached:
591st Field Artillery Battalion

is cited for outstanding heroism during the Battle of the ARDENNES. These units distinguished themselves in combat against powerful and aggressive enemy forces consisting of more than 8 divisions, of which 3 were SS Panzer and 2 were Panzer, during the period 17-23 December 1944. The extraordinary heroism and gallantry of all ranks denied the Germans for six days the use of the key communications center of ST. VITH, BELGIUM, which was essential to the success of the entire counter-offensive. All units were subjected to unceasing enemy tank and infantry attacks which mounted in ferocity as the Germans continued to fail in gaining their objective. By the second day, 18 December, the flanks were constantly threatened by enemy divisions which bypassed the ST. VITH area and pushed far to the rear, in an effort to encircle the 7th Armored Division and cut it off east of the SALM River.

“Although penetrations of the Division’s defensive cordon were temporarily secured, the enemy was repeatedly thrown back by the gallant troops who rose from their foxholes to eject the enemy in fierce hand-to-hand combat. Outnumbered and faced by a determined and fanatical foe, the 7th Armored Division with its attached and supporting units inflicted upon the enemy losses which included 133 known tanks destroyed and 4,306 known casualties. As these men continued to deny the ST. VITH area to the Germans, the entire counter-offensive lost the initial impetus gained during the first two days, and enemy supply columns became immobilized by the lack of the five highways and three railroads that centered at ST. VITH. The salient which this epic stand had created in the German lines threatened the entire northern flank of Fifth Panzer Army, prevented a link-up between Fifth Panzer and Sixth SS Panzer Armies, and denied maneuver room to Sixth SS Panzer Army thereby stopping its further westward movement. By 21 December the German timetable had been so disrupted that the enemy was forced to divert II SS Panzer Corps from the north and order it to seize ST. VITH without delay. With the arrival of this fresh Corps and its two hitherto uncommitted SS Panzer Divisions, the pressure became too great, and the forces which for six days had held the ST. VITH area so gallantly were ordered by the Army Group Commander to withdraw west of the SALM RIVER and regain friendly lines. Without the benefit of prepared defenses and despite heavy casualties, the 7th Armored Division and its attached and supporting units had inflicted grievous losses on the greater part of five of the eight enemy divisions engaged. This
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masterful and grimly determined stand by resourceful and gallant units is in keeping with the highest traditions of military service.”

ROBERT W. HASBROUCK

Major General, U.S.A.

Formerly Comd’g,


    7th Armored Division

Inclosures:

Tab “A”-After Action Rpt, 7th Armd Div, Dec 44

Tab “B”-After Action Rpts, Com-


bat Comds, 7th Armd Div, Dec 44
Tab “C”-After Action Rpts, Bns,

7th Armd Div, Dec 44

Tab “D”-After Action Rpts, Attached


and Supporting Units, 7th Armd Div, Dec 44
Tab “E”-Personal Reports of Commanders
Tab “F”-
1. Letter fr CG, First Army


2. Outline Maps, ST. VITH Salient

3. Photograph ST. VITH-Jan 45

4. Comments of Keitel and Jodl on

        Ardennes Offensive

Tab “X”-Maps and Overlays
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Designed and Printed for the Association

By E. John Schmitz & Sons, Baltimore 2, Md.

� The Ardennes battle deserves a prominent place in the history of the U.S. Army. The splendid stand of the 7th Armored Division at St. Vith, the tenacity of the 101st Airborne and elements of the loth Armored at Bastogne, and the numerous examples of superb fighting qualities shown by the troops of other units were in the finest American tradition.” - Biennial Report of the Chief of Staff of the United States Army, July 1, 1943 to Tune 30, 1945, to the Secretary of War, p. 44.


� The attack order of the 1st SS Panzer Division (“LEIBSTANDARTE ADOLF HITLER”), a copy of which was later captured, prescribed the following axes of advance:


a. Main effort - 1st SS Panzer Regiment (reinforced): BULLINGEN-LIGNEUVILLES-AVELOT-LA GLEIZE-STOUMONT-AYWAILLE.


b. Second effort - 1st SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment (reinforced): AMBLEVE-RECHT-WANNE-TROIS PONTS-BASSE BODEUX-WERBOMONT.


* The text does say the non-existent “G/31”, which probably was a mis-reading of “C/31”.


� For location of road blocks established by Division Trains, see attached Tab “E-2,” map accompanying the personal narrative of Colonel A. J. Adams, Trains Commander, 7th Armored Division.


� Division fully realized the possibility of these deep penetrations – perhaps by German units executing “Operation GREIF.”  This was a bold plan calling for the employment of reconnaissance and sabotage units equipped with American vehicles and weapons, and dressed in American uniforms, who were to infiltrate through the lines and then set up ambushes in the rear areas along the following axes:


(a) TROIS PONTS (P6798)-BASSE BODEUX (P6497)-VILLETTES (P5994)BRA (P5793)-LA FOURCHE (P5495)-HARRE (P5296)-DEUX RYS (P4896)-Juncture of Force “A” & “B.”


(b) RECHT (P7994)-PETIT-THIER (P7491)-VILLE-du-BOIS (P7189)-VIELSALM (P7089)-SALMCHATEAU (P6987)-CR at P6586-HEBRONVAL (P6386) -REGNE (P6185)-CR at P5487-MANHAY (P5390)-OSTRAND GRANDMENIL (P5290)-RJ at P4795-Juncture of Force “A” & “B.”


(c) Juncture of Force “A” & “B”-AISNE (P4597)-JUZAINE (P4399)-BOMAL (P4299)-RJ at P4198-TOHOGNE (K4000)-ONEUR (K3602)-AMAS (K3502) -OCQUIER (K3302)-VERVOX (K3202).


A copy of Von Rundstedt’s order notifying other German units of “Operation GREIF” had been captured by the 7th Armored Division on 17 December.


* The hyphenated “direc” is not continued on the next line in the original.


* The spelling “mesage” is as in the original.


� This appreciation of the German situation is based upon First Army Report of Operations, 1 August 1944-22 February 1945, vol. 1, pp. 116 and 117.


� The immobility of the supply columns was confirmed after V-E Day, when an officer who was captured on 18 December was released from prison camp. He reported that the roads leading east from ST VITH through SCHONBERG, BEIALF, and PRUM were jammed bumper-to-bumper with supply vehicles which in turn were blocking the routes of advance for the build-up troops.


This officer also reported that on passing through PRUM on 20 December he saw tanks of the 2d SS Panzer Division moving to the front. He overheard one of the SS Troopers remark that they were headed for ST. VITH.


The information on the trains was confirmed by a second officer, captured on 22 December. He reported that in the railroad station of PRUM and the yards at GEROLSTEIN he saw train after train with flat cars carrying replacement tanks, tank cars loaded with gasoline, and box cars presumably carrying ammunition and other supplies.


A German Lieutenant Colonel who attempted to interrogate him, remarked: “You and your `verdamter’ Panzer Division have kept us from getting to Liege!”


* This spelling is as in the original.


� Two official reports have enemy O/B maps with this information plotted thereon:


a. First Army Report of Operations, 1 Aug 44-22 Feb 45. “Situation Map No. 9, Eupen-St. Vith-Bastogne.”


b. Directorate of Tactical Investigation, British War Office, The German Counter-offensive in the Ardennes. “Situation Map No. 4, 20-22 Dec 44.”


* The text “h. Events of 22 December. (1) CC-B Establishes New Positions 2000” is actually at the end of footnote #7. It has been corrected in this transcription to move it to its apparently correct position.


* This spelling is as in the original.


* It was actually 1st Platoon and not 3rd Platoon.  Even when the Presidential Unit Citation was issued to CCB, the error persisted until it was corrected on 1 Feb 1999 (Permanent Orders 023-01).


* See note in previous section.





