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33rd Armored Engineer Battalion
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Transcribed from the original book, owned by Wilco Krul of Eindhoven, Netherlands, who provided the scans. Transcribed by Wesley Johnston, son of Walter Johnston, Company “B”, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion. The original spellings and format are generally retained in the transcript. Word wrap in which a line of text continues to the next line is not necessarily as in the original. If there is any question of accuracy, please contact Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) so that the original scanned images can be checked to assure that the transcript does or does not match the original. Footnotes were not in the original.
Memorial Day, which is now held on the last Monday of May, was previously always held on May 30. Thus these services were held May 30, 1945.
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THIS DAY - IN REMEMBERANCE

by

Lt Col C. A. KELTNER

Commanding Officer

33rd Armored Engineer

Battalion
It has long been the custom of our nation on Memorial Day to pay homage to its sons who have been killed in action against its enemies. Today, it is most appropriate that we pay out solemn respects to those of our own comrades who died doing the job which made it possible for us to stand here today, victorious over the German nation.

This battalion began landing on the beaches of Normandy last August 11. Only six days later two of our comrades Tec 5 William Schweikert and Pfc August E Dupont of Co B were killed in action while liberating the historical cathedral city of Chartres. As we continued our fighting against the fanatical Nazis more of our comrades fell until by the time we reached the Baltic, and the Germans surrendered unconditionally a total of 68 had lost their lives.
 The last to die in action were 2nd Lt. Aubrey L. Green and S/Sgt William M. Lipscomb of Co C, who were killed April 9.
These 68 men did not want to die. They were young, strong and healthy and life was very dear to each of them. They all had loved ones at home, awaiting their return. Some had children who had never known their fathers, and at least one, Lt. Thomas S. King, left a son yet to be born. But in spite of their desire to live these men unhesitatingly gave their lives that you and I who were left might attain the final victory and thus protect their homes and loved ones from oppression.

In a broad sense, the citation accompanying the award of the Silver Star to one of our officers applies to all our fallen comrades. The citation reads in part - "During an assault, Lt. Robert J. Schaaf, Co A, observed a severely wounded soldier lying helpless in the field of enemy fire. Unhesitatingly he left the comparative safety of his sheltered position and dashed across an open field to the side of the fallen man. While assisting the wounded man, Lt. Schaaf was killed by a mortar shell which fell close by". Lt. Schaaf lost his life when he left his foxhole, a position of relative safety, on the battlefield to aid a wounded man. The others all lost their lives when they left places of safety, their homes, to aid a stricken country. Today their bodies lie buried in France, in Belgium, and in Germany, but their deeds are not buried.
 They are written in flaming letters in our memories, and our nation will be eternally grateful for their accomplishments.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

[OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPH OF HELMETED OFFICER IN UNIFORM,

STANDING AT PARADE REST]

MEMORIAL DAY
BY

Col W. S. Triplet

Commanding Officer

Combat Command "A"

7th Armored Division

Engineers of the 7th Armor:

This day is sometimes regarded as a day of mourning, but while I feel sympathy for their loved ones, I cannot feel sorrow for our dead. My feelings are best expressed by an old peom called "Horatius At the Bridge", which runs as follows:
Then out spake brave Horatius,

The Captain of the Gate,

"To every man upon this earth

Death cometh soon or late;

And how can man die better

Than facing fearful odds,

For the ashes of his fathers

And the temples of his Gods?"

So, on this Day of Remembrance I cannot feel sorrow for our Dead. They did well, they died well.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

[OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPH OF HELMETED OFFICERS IN UNIFORM,

FIVE OF WHOM ARE ON A RAISED PLATFORM,

ALL OF WHOM ARE STANDING AT ATTENTION AND SALUTING]

Salute given at the time volley was
fired after the Roll Call was read

ROLL CALL

"Lest We Forget"

Battalion Headquarters:


Tec 5 Kenneth R. Sherman

Headquarters Company:


S Sgt Charles C. Panion


S Sgt Leo R. Worthington


Pvt David C. Geikie

Medical Detachment:


Tec 5 William H. Allison

Company A:


2d Lt Robert J. Schaaf


2d Lt Marvin H. Hjalmarson


Sgt Alfred J. Backfish


Sgt Norman L. Fykerude


Cpl William J. King


Tec 5 Alvin M. Schneider


Tec 5 Robert H. Whitley


Tec 5 Chester P. Seitz


Pfc John Clarkson


Pfc Edward C. Bowman


Pfc Thomas N. Shutt


Pfc Clifford Christensen


Pfc Henry Q. Flood


Pfc Pasquale A. Caramadre


Pvt John W. Weir


Pvt Howard E. Binney


Pvt Arthur H. Bertrand

Company B:

2d Lt Ira F. Peak


1st Sgt William V. Greene


S Sgt Grady L. Fesperman


Sgt Howard A. Fox


Sgt Charles A. Brown


Tec 4 Peter L. Boysen


Tec 5 William J. Schweikert


Tec 5 Lucious Sumrall


Tec 5 Robert W. McCormick


Tec 5 Michael J. Haase


Tec 5 Lawrence M. Hasen


Tec 5 Christopher J. Warren


Tec 5 George T. Miranda


Tec 5 Donald J. Rice


Pfc August J. Dupont


Pfc Roy R. Coleman


Pfc William C. Crowe


Pfc Arthur C. Worsham


Pfc Frederick C. Roemer


Pvt Belmont D. Davenport


Pvt John W. Bourdelais

Company C:


1st Lt Thomas S. King, Jr.


2d Lt Aubrey L. Green


S Sgt William M. Lipscomb


Sgt Eugene E. Stoesser


Tec 5 Ronald J. Lozier


Tec 4 Canio J. Civita


Cpl Henry O. Byrd


Cpl Walter R. Gouak


Cpl Justice C. Dulaney


Cpl Charles E. Campbell


Tec 5 Sarfino T. Sdoia


Tec 5 Charles J. LaMonica


Tec 5 Benjamin P. Borkowski


Pfc Stanley G. Cravens


Pfc Emile Dupire, Jr


Pfc Rocco J. Rossi


Pfc William E. Hall


Pfc Delbert W. Harvey


Pfc Robert W. Hall


Pvt Charles H. Bufkin


Pvt Howard E. Barber


Pvt Thomans F. Bensinger


Pvt Lawrence C. Crawford


Pvt Robert G. Scott


Pvt Howard H. Mullinnex
� The actual count was higher, since the fate of MIAs and POWs were not known at the time.


� He omitted the Netherlands, where some were indeed buried.





