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The footnotes were not in the original. They have been added where subsequent information of sufficient interest is known.

Caveat: The histories written by the units or unit members sometimes have gross errors. They should be used as a starting point for understanding what happened, to be checked against more at-the-time records, such as After Action Reports and Morning Reports, as well as other personal accounts.

1 June 1992

Gordon -

Many many thanks for the class photo of 1931. It will be a valuable addition to the family photo history that I and the oldest boy have assembled. Thanks also for the run down on the bulge operation as seen by the Div. Arty. S-3. From my point of view we got good support until the ammo. ran out. It was the 275th that refused my last call for support by saying that they were down to propaganda rounds which were inappropriate for the situation.

The enclosed St. Vith study
 was put together at the Armor School while Gen. Clarke was the Commandant of the school. I suspect that it has several inaccuracies. For example the text makes no
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reference to A. Company of the 23rd AIB being attached to the 38th AIB commanded by Lt. Col. Fuller. Nor does the report cover the fact that, at a most crucial time in the operation, Fuller came apart and was evacuated as a combat fatigue case. Under lessons learned nothing is said about certain serious communication problems. For example, Co’s A and B of the 23rd were attached to the 38th AIB. Our radios would not net with those of the 38th nor were there any crystals available that would enable us to net. When the phone lines went out we could only communicate with Bn. Hq. by runner or relay through 23rd Bn. Hq. My company was cut off because of this radio foul up. Don Boyer, VMI ‘38, was S-3 of the 38th and was captured trying to get to my CP to give me the order to withdraw. (Don and I had been in
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9th Army Hq. together. We were posted to the 7th AD at the same time and for the same reason. As regular army combat arms officers we were to get combat experience. During his POW days Don was scared half to death that the Germans would learn that he had been in the G-3 Plans Div. of Hq. 9th Army. He had most of the plan for crossing the Rhine well in mind for that had been his project when the decision - made in Washington - was made to transfer him to a combat unit. Happily, for him, the Germans never found out.)

By separate cover I’m sending a book by Charles B. MacDonald
 which covers the entire bulge story in some detail. Mac was an infantry company CO during the bulge and, after the war, spent the rest of his career in the Army’s Historical Division at the Pentagon. Even
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so, I suspect his writings contain some errors of fact. But then, penetrating the fog of war is always difficult. (Example: After action reports from 7th AD give crossing of the Moselle as “X” day. The after action reports of the 5th Inf. Div, who crossed with the 7th, have it on “Y” day - 24 hours later. “Shorty” Freed, a good friend, was commanding “B” Co of the 23rd AIB - the company that made the crossing. When I asked him as to which date was correct he just looked at me and said, “How the hell should I know! At the time we were so damned tired that I’m not sure in which month we made the crossing. All I remember was loosing a lot of damned good men trying to get back across the river.) Tired men can make mistakes and I suspect that many after action reports contain typo’s, that, in time,
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become facts. Once read that any historical writing that is 80% correct is an outstanding piece of work.

‘Twas good seeing you and the rest of the Brothers at the reunion. For being 50 years older we were a surprising spry bunch.

Must close and run this to the Post Office before it closes.

Best wishes to you and your lovely wife


Sincerely,


Buzz

P. S. The article to the alumni wheels was great.

Thanks again.


B
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Given to:  Gordon E. Moore


Prepared by Col. Joe Grant A/23 (Capt)

My recollection of events for the period

16-22 Dec. 1944

On the 16th of Dec. the 23rd AIB was billeted in HEERLEN. Major activity in Battalion Hq. as drawing up a plan for a CCB demonstration as to how to breach and cross a minefield. Late in the afternoon of the 16th we were alerted for movement. Alert was soon followed with march orders.

We were no sooner in the road than everything came to a halt. Halt was long and cold. Our column started to move toward its IP at approx. 0430 hrs. on 17 Dec.

The march south was cold and damp. At my level nobody knew where we were going nor why we were going there. There was a rumor that Patton had broken through the German lines and was calling for armies
 to continue the momentum of his attack.

At some point in the afternoon of 17 Dec. radio silence was broken by a net call from Bn CO who gave the order to “lock and load all weapons!” Immediate thought, “what the hell’s going on here - are we about to launch an attack on the Germans from a march column formation?” I never did learn why this order.
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A bit later we ran into the near total chaos of uncontrolled traffic on the sparse road net out of St. Vith. It was a mad house! Somehow, prior to dark, Bn. Hq Co. got through the stream of traffic and into a bivouac area. Here the battalion suffered its first casualty. One of the skate
 mounted .30 cal. MGs was fired by accident the round hitting one of the troopers in the shoulder.

For the period of 18-20 Dec. life in the Bn. CP was generally uneventful. The 23rd AIB was down to one company. (A and B companies had been attached to Lt. Col. Fuller’s 38th AIB.) In essence we had not attacked from march column but we had established a very hasty defense of St. Vith, units being fed into position as they became available.

Memories of this period (18-20th) are hazy. Various commanders were in and out of the CP. These people posted us on what they knew which wasn’t really much. (They had the worms eye view of battle.) Most, like “Duck” Erlensbusch, CO, 31st Tk Bn, were dead tired and living on their nerves. (We offered “Duck” a cup of coffee - after the 5th or 6th swallow it all came up.) During this period our hasty defense line managed to beat off several German attacks.

- 2 -

On 21 Dec German attacks picked up and the intensity of their artillery fire increased. In the early afternoon of the 21st Capt. Foster, commanding A Co 23rd AIB was wounded and evacuated and the company fell to the command of a new 2nd Lt. Not good, said Lt. Col. Rhea, CO 23rd AIB. So yours truly is told to hot foot it up to the line and take command. Off to the war!

En route to the company, I stopped at the CP of the 38th AIB and reported on to Lt Col. Fuller. He was surprised to learn that Foster had been wounded so was glad to see me. His brief orders to me were –

“Hold your position at all costs. You will leave the position only on my orders or in a mattress cover. Any questions?”
As there were no questions I picked up a guide and we took off up hill, through woods, to the company CP (we followed telephone wire line). En route we were pinned down for a few minutes by Ger. arty. fire and I learned a bit about tree burst. Fire lifted and we proceded to procede.

Arrived at CP just at dark. A damned poor time to take over a unit which is spread out over a couple of hundred yards along a wood line (thought about old “Stonewall” who was mortally wounded by one of his pickets who
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could not recognize his commander in the fading light.)
Conditions at CP were not good. Our only means of communications with the 38th were telephone and runner - our radio could not be netted with the 38th. With luck I could reach the S3 of the 23rd who could relay over his battalion radio to the 38th.

Shortly after dark the position took a pasting from German artillery which was followed by infantry attack. Attack beaten off. Artillery fire did, however, cut wire line and damaged my radio. Sent out a wire team and was soon able to talk to battalion. Was again told to hold position at all cost.

A bit later a motley bunch of men show up at the CP as “replacements” (MacDonald
 says “ 60 men” but that is not correct. perhaps 60 men started out but only 20 to 25 reached my CP. Rest “got lost” in the dark). A quick check of those replacements disclosed that most had no weapon and the few who did have a rifle had no ammunition. As I couldn’t equip them I told them to return to the Battalion CP where they might be equipped.

At about 2200 hrs. we were again shelled. Artillery plus nebelwerfers ( a nasty weapon).
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Barrage not followed by by attack on my position. All action seemed to be off to my right flank. Barrage did cut the wire line - again - and knocked out the FO’s radio (FO was from 275th who, at this point, had only propaganda rounds left in their basic load.)

At about 2220 hrs. sent out a very reluctant wire team.
A bit later a trooper from the unit on my left wanders into my area stating that he couldn’t find his squad and that he thinks that everyone has pilled out. At about the same time I’m informed that we have lost contact with unit on the right flank.

Wire team returns and informs that the 38th’s CP is full of Germans. Oh Joy!! A few minutes later the FO gets his radio operating and is told to, “go west.” At about the same time my radio became operative and I was able to reach the S-3 of the 23rd (Capt. Cleo S. Freed known as “Shorty”). Have never forgotten his instructions:

“Withdraw west as best you can - and God be with you. Out.”
A few minutes later he came back on the air to inform that my companies half-tracks were with his column.
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What was left of the company - about 45 men - assembled at the CP. At about 0030 or 0100 hrs. 22 Dec., we set off to try and find our way out of German territory. Had to leave one wounded man at the CP with a volunteer aide man. Also had to abandon the radio as it was too heavy and awkward to try to carry.

Movement during the night of 22 Dec was slow but steady. By luck we ran into no Germans. Pace picked up as it got light. We were now in woods which offered good concealment. A light snow was also helpful. Almost walked into a German artillery position. Considered attacking same but the condition of the troopers was unsatisfactory. Most had no ammunition and all were very tired. So by passed. From their position and direction of fire we estimated that we were headed in the right direction and that we were getting close to home.

After sunset the weather cleared and a beautiful moon shown down on us.

At approximately 2000 hrs., 22 Dec. we suddenly “ran out of woods.” (See sketch map). We were confronted by a main road to cross and about 500 or 600 yards of open snow covered fields to cross. In the open, under the moon, we would have stood out like the well known sore thumb in those snow fields.
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There was, however, a high hedgerow that crossed the fields and would conceal us from the moon light. In the woods on the far side of the open fields we could see - or hear - bursting artillery fire which we assumed to be German - thus we were 1500 to 2000 yds from our own lines. Rather than risk the whole company, who could be mistaken for Germans and thus cause some FO to lower the boom on us, I decided to infiltrate at 5 min. intervals to cross the road. Lt. went with first group and, as I had the only watch, I controlled dispatch of groups and was to come out with the last group. (This group had two walking wounded who were about done in.)

All went well. Seven groups went across the road and along the hedgerow without a hitch. Seventh group, however, must have been seen for the Germans were waiting for my group. We dashed across the road, hit the ditch on the far side, and stared working our way toward the hedgerow when three or four grenades burst in the ditch. A fifth grenade landed about 3 feet from me and failed to explode. To put up a fight was impossible. The wounded men had no weapons. One soldier had no ammo. and the other men had a port clip in his M-1. So, we tossed in the towel hoping to buy a little time for the groups that had made the crossing.
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The Germans to whom we surrendered were very young and one of them was of the opinion that we should be shot and reported as killed in action (This came from one of my 4 troopers who spoke German). At this point a Sgt. appeared upon the scene and told the patrol members that we were prisoners and would be treated as such. Loudmouth again recommended shooting and Sgt. told him to shut up. He stared to argue with Sgt. who, w/o warning, lashed out with his booted foot and kicked loudmouth in the crotch. He then marched the 5 of us off leaving loudmouth writhing in the road.

Our first stop was an aide station where I was allowed to watch my two wounded patched up and then loaded into an ambulance. As the ambulance pulled out the Sgt. again took charge and the three of us were marched off to be interrogated.
And so began my tour as an enforced guest of the German Gov’t.

Note: MacDonald’s comments about Co. A, 23rd AIB on pages 473 and 474 are only partially correct. My orders to withdraw came from Capt. Freed, S3 23rd AIB. Should also say that Shorty and I have been friends through all these years. He now lives in the vic. of Washington, D. C. ( a retired Colonel.)
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Withdrawal of A/23 AIB, 7th AD

21-22 Dec. 1944

[MAP]

{Map shows “A/23 AIB 22 Dec 44” NNE of St. Vith]

[Dashed arrow “Route of withdrawal” goes well north of St. Vith and Rodt]

[Withdrawal arrow stops at road from Rodt to Poteau]

[“Assumed U.S. position 2000 hrs. 22 Dec” is an

arc from Hinderhausen most of way to Petit Thier
]

Sketch #1

Withdrawal of A/23 AIB, 7th AD
222000 Dec 44. Infiltration

Phase

[MAP]

[Map is detail of area where withdrawal arrow ended in sketch #1]

[N-S “paved road” Poteau-Rodt separates left from right]

[Right is “WOODS”:]

“Company” halted here

Further withdrawal to be by infiltration

[Circled X marks spot of infiltration]

[“Road side ditch” opposite X]

[E-W “Hedgerow” meets ditch]
[extensive “Flat, open field – snow covered” on both sides of hedgerow]

[Dashed arrow from X to ditch to far end of hedgerow to second woods]

[Second “WOODS” shows “Assumed friendly positions”]

[Dashed S-to-N arrow on east side of road:]

Probable route of German ambush force

(In road side ditch)

Not to scale           Sketch #2


23 June ‘92

Gordon -
“A Time For Trumpets”

The Untold Story of the Battle of

The Bulge, Charles B. MacDonald

A Bantam Book 1985

This book should have been in your hands long ago and would have been had I not elected to try to recall the events of 17-22 Dec ‘44.

You’ll note that my account is a bit different than MacDonald’s. This is not surprising considering the lack of proper communications within the 38th AIB reinforced, the fact that Lt. Col. Fuller fell apart at the critical time, that I was an unknown to the survivors of A Co., 23rd AIB, and the overall confusion within the area. In all probability my name won’t be found in any after action report for this period.
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Speaking of after action reports, my guess is that they aren’t as accurate as one would wish. Recall the 7th’s crossing of the Moselle at, or near, Metz. The 7th AD and 5th Inf Divs made a joint crossing. The after action reports of the two divisions give different dates for the crossing - a 24 hour difference. My friend, “Shorty” Freed, was CO of B Co 23 AIB and made this crossing. I asked him as to the correct date. His answer, “How should I know? We were so tired and scared that I couldn’t even tell you in what month we made the crossing. Only know we lost a lot of good men for nothing.” Once read that any history that is 80% accurate is an outstanding piece of work.
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All goes well here. Have spent some time with younger son in Franklin, WI (a suburb of Milwaukee) and then a friend from Calif. visited for a week. Currently looking forward to a few quiet days so that I can catch up with several projects. One such project is to review the packet of material from the 7th AD Assoc. Thanks for enrolling me.

Enjoy the book. Overall I think MacDonald has done a good job.


Sincerely,


Buzz
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� The study The Defense of St. Vith, Belgium 17-23 December 1944: An historical example of armor in the defense was first published by the Armor School in 1948, with later editions in 1955, 1962, 1963, and 1966. The text of that study is not included in this document.


� The title of the book is A Time for Trumpets.


� These two lines were added by Gordon Moore.


� This reading of the written word is uncertain.


� This reading of the written word is uncertain.


� Charles B. MacDonald “A Time for Trumpets” (Morrow and Co., 1985), p. 473: “... on the open ground facing Wallerode, both Company A, 38th Armored Infantry, and Company A, 23d Armored Infantry, although hardpressed, were still intact. The company of the 23d Armored Infantry had just been reinforced by sixty men of the 106th Division, consisting mostly of the men who had made their way of the entrapment beyond the Our River with Lieutenants McKinley and Long. Before returning to the fight, they had had a twenty-four hour rest in the schoolhouse at St. Vith.”


� He was fairly accurate about this position and defensive line, which he never reached.





