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This document was prepared by Lucian Heichler as a supporting document for the writing of the volume “The Siegfried Line Campaign” by Charles B. MacDonald in the OCMH series “U. S. Army in World War II” (commonly referred to as “the green books”, since they were first published in hard green covers, with no jackets). In the book, MacDonald references Heichler’s study in footnote 27 of chapter X (“The Peel Marshes”) on page 243: “See also Lucian Heichler, Surprise Attack in the Peel Marshes, a MS prepared to complement this volume and filed in OCMH.” The document was intended to give the German perspective on their surprise attack in the Peel Marshes in the southeast Netherlands.

The German attack began on 27 October 1944 in the area of Nederweert – Meijel – Liesel, with the primary initial attack coming through the town of Meijel, although attacks were made on other places along the front as well. The area that was attacked was defended by 7th Armored Division, numbering roughly 10,000 men. But the reality was that the area that was attacked was held only by widely spread elements of 7th Armored Division's 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, which had a total of about 900 men. In fact, at Meijel, there was only one troop (C) of 87 Recon, whose Morning Report on 26 October 1944 (the day before the attack) showed 5 officers and 127 men in position to defend against what would be an attack of an entire armored division (9th Panzer) of 11,000 men.
Thus the initial attack overwhelmed the few scattered American defenders. More elements of 7th Armored Division were moved into the battle on the first day, but another German division (15th Panzer Grenadier) with 13,000 men was also moved into the battle, thus pitting 24,000 concentrated German troops against about 10,000 initially scattered but later concentrating American troops on the first day (27 October).
Overnight on 27-28 October, the British moved into the battle's northern area, allowing the US 7th Armored Division to concentrate on the south, and the German attack was stopped by the afternoon of 29 October, though they did try to resume the attack the next day.
The 7th Armored Division units near the canals continued to suffer losses during the first week of November, which is not covered in this study. The units holding these areas received much shelling from the Germans on the other side of the canal, until the 7th Armored Division was relieved on 7-8 November.
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CHAPTER VIII
Surprise Attack in the Peel Marshes


In the latter half of October 1944 the plight of Fifteenth Army, defending the sea approaches to Antwerp against steadily mounting Allied pressure,* was so desperate that Generalfeldmarschall
 Walter Model, Commander
_______________


See Lucian Heichler, "German Defense of the Gateway to Antwerp" (Chapter VII) (OCMH:  In Progress).

_______________

in Chief of Army Group B, concluded that unless the army received immediate and substantial aid, its destruction was near at hand.

Model suggested two alternatives to his superior Generalfeldmarschall Gerd von Rundstedt, Commander in Chief West. One alternative was to commit the next Volks Grenadier division to arrive in the west under the Fifteenth Army. But even while making this request, Model expressed doubt that the relief would come in time to save Fifteenth Army. If it were impossible however, to reinforce the army directly, there was still the other alternative: a German attack launched elsewhere with the objective of forcing the Allies to take som pressure off Fifteenth Army in order to counter the new thrust. Model's idea was a powerful, raid-like armored attack, to be launched from the area southwest of Venlo toward Helmond -- into the eastern flank of the "corridor" established by Operation MARKET-GARDEN.*
_______________


Tel Conv, OB WEST to Army Group B, 1230 on 24 Oct 44, OB WEST, KTB Anlag
 Befehle und Meldungen, 21.X. - 31.X.44. Referred to hereafter as OB WEST, Befehle und Meldungen
.

_______________


The forces for such an attack happened to be available. On 17 October -- one week before Model suggested the above idea to von Runstedt -- Headquarters XLVII Panzer Corps, under the command of General der Panzertruppen Heinrich Freiherr von Luettwitz, had been disengaged from the Army Group G front west of the Vosges Mountains and ordered to proceed to the vicinity of Krefeld, Germany, to conduct the training and rehabilitation of 9th Panzer Division and 15th Panzer Grenadier Division, commanded, respectively, by Generalmajor Harald Freiherr von Elverfeldt and Generalleutnant Eberhard Rodt.* XLVII Panzer Corps and its two
_______________


General Rodt had suffered an accident on 1 October which kept him off active duty until the end of 1944. During his absence from the division, Colonel Wolfgang Maucke served as acting division commander. 201-File of senior officers of the German Army, OCMH.
_______________

armored divisions were designated strategic reserve of Army Group B.*

_______________


MS # B-367, Das XXXXVII.Panzer-Korps in Rheinland, 23 Oct - 5 Dec 44 (Luettwitz).

_______________


The Commander in Chief West endorsed Model's plan and issued orders on 25 October to the effect that two days later 9th Panzer Division with attached elements of 15th Panzer Grenadier Division would jump off from the line Maasbree - Beesel to gain a line extending from a point northwest of Helenaveen - southern periphery of Liesel - southeastern periphery of Asten - Wessem-Nederveert Canal - Rooven. The main body of 15th Panzer Grenadier Division would cross over to the western bank of the Maas and
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stand ready to exploit initial successes won by 9th Panzer Division.*
_______________


Rpt, OB WEST to OKW/WESt, 2200 on 25 Oct 44, OB WEST, Befehle und Meldungen.

_______________

The area of the XLVII Panzer Corps attack lay in the sector of LXXXVI Corps (First Parachute Army) and was sparsely defended by men of the 180th Infantry Division and Parachute Training Division Erdmann. Since 17 October operations in this sector had been confined to the customary artillery duels and reconnaissance patrol activity.

Concerning the strength in men and weapons with which 9th Panzer and 15th Panzer Grenadier Divisions went into battle on 27 October, it has not been possible to locate truly pertinent and satisfactory information. For instance, on 1 November 1944 9th Panzer Division numbered about 11,000 men and possessed 22 Panther tanks, 8 light (Mark IV) tank destroyers, 170 miscellaneous armored vehicles (armored cars, armored personnel carriers, and probably self-propelled artillery), 10 75-mm. antitank guns, and about 30 105-mm. and 150-mm. howitzers. This strength report does not indicate losses sustained or replacements received during the period from 27 October to 1 November 1944. Nevertheless, the figures cited cannot be far removed from the actual situation on 27 October.

As for 15th Panzer Grenadier Division, it numbered close to 13,000 men on 1 November. Its operational armor consisted of two assault guns (out of 42 authorized assault guns!), one Mark III and six Mark IV tanks, and seven armored cars or armored personnel carriers.*
_______________


Strength Rpt, 9th Pz Div and 15th Pz Gren Div, 1 Nov 44,
 General Inspekteur der Panzertruppen (OKH), Zustanddberichte - Panzer-divisionen, Nov - Dec 44.

_______________
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The dormant front lines southwest of Venlo suddenly erupted at 0615 on 27 October when 9th Panzer Division launched its attack. If anything, the Germans were more surprised than the Allies when the attack initially made excellent progress against minor British
 resistance.*
_______________


The tactical details of this operation have been kept to a minimum in this study, in accord with the requirements of the volume for which it is written. If needed, such details may be found in OB WEST, KTB
 1.X. - 31.X.44 (referred to hereafter as OB WEST, KTB), and in OB WEST Befehle und Meldungen.

_______________

Both the northern (main effort) wing of 9th Panzer Division as well as the 9th Panzer Division reconnaissance battalion committed further south were able to gain ground rapidly. Army Group B reported to OB WEST that:

The essential question is whether the attack will continue to make good progress, or whether it will bog down in the face of stronger enemy resistance expected during the next several hours. Only in the former event will the operation accomplish its mission -- to compel the enemy to detach forces from the Fifteenth Army front....

_______________


Sitrep, Army Group B to OB WEST, 1130 on 27 Oct 44, OB WEST, KTB.

_______________


The entire 15th Panzer Grenadier Division had now completed its move across the Maas and was fully assembled in the attack sector. As planned, Field Marshal Model immediately directed the division to exploit the initial success gained by 9th Panzer Division. General Luettwitz committed the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division in the northern half of the XLVII Panzer Corps attack sector while shifting the northernmost elements of 9th Panzer Division to the southern half.*
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_______________


Rpt, OB WEST to OKW, 27 Oct 44, OB WEST, Befehle und Meldungen.

_______________


By morning of 28 October the first elements of 15th Panzer Grenadier Division had reached a point two miles southeast of Liesel. The reconnaissance battalion of 9th Panzer Division was not far from Asten. Field Marshal Model had grounds for believing that by good fortune he had uncovered a soft spot in the Allied line, which ought to be exploited for all it was worth. Perhaps this attack, planned originally as a large-scale raid, could still be turned into a major offensive?

Model asked OB WEST to release 116th Panzer Division and the 388th Volks Artillery Corps for immediate participation in the XLVII Panzer Corps attack. Without doubt the 388th Volks Artillery Corps would have significantly influenced the outcome of the operation, if it could have been made available. Its strength was not inconsiderable: six artillery battalion (16 batteries) totalling 87 pieces ranging in caliber from 75-mm. guns to 210-mm. howitzers.* The artillery corps, however,
_______________


A detailed breakdown of the weapons strength of 388th Volks Artillery Corps may be found in Rpt, OB WEST to Army Group B, 25 Oct 44, OB WEST, Befehle und Meldungen.

_______________

was in transit at the moment, and was not fully detrained and assembled in the Xanten - Clever - Goch area until 1 November 1944. As regards the 116th Panzer Division, the tide turned against XLVII Panzer Corps before that division could be alerted.
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By afternoon of 28 October Allied resistance had stiffened considerably. There were no indications -- according to German G-2 -- that any Allied forces had been shifted eastwards from the Fifteenth Army front. Droves of Allied aircraft attacked the XLVII Panzer Corps and LXXXVI Corps rear areas, bombed Maas bridges vital to German supply and raided the city of Venlo. In the evening the Germans already had their hands full replulsing Allied armored counterattacks.*
_______________


Entry of 28 Oct 44, OB WEST, KTB.

_______________


In spite of strong Allied fighter-bomber activity on 29 October, the Germans were able to gain additional ground. While 15th Panzer Grenadier Division penetrated Liesel, 9th Panzer Division advanced to within one mile of Heusden.*

_______________


Daily Sitrep, OB WEST to OKW, 29 Oct 44, OB WEST, Befehle und Meldungen.

_______________


Despite the apparently continuing gains of the operation, the experienced eye of Field Marshal von Runstedt had already perceived the emphemeral nature of these successes. "Continuation of the XLVII Corps attack no longer promises any results worth the employment of the forces committed. On the contrary, there is great danger that 9th and 15th Panzer Divisions will suffer personal and material losses which cannot be replaced in the near future.

Hence the attack will be called off...."*
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_______________


Order, OB WEST to Army Group B, 1115 on 29 Oct 44, OB WEST, Befehle und Meldungen.

_______________


The attackers were not able to push further west on 29 October, but they held their own ground against Allied counterattacks. While the Luftwaffe -- in a minor revival of earlier glory -- flew 53 sorties in their support, German panzer forces wiped out an Allied penetration southeast of Liesel and repulsed new Allied counterattacks. But the cost continued to mount. Nevertheless Field Marshal Model requested authorization to continue the attack, at least for a short while longer. The original objective of relieving pressure against Fifteenth Army, was considered unattainable, and was abandoned. In its stead, the continued attack was to accomplish a far more modest mission: gaining some ground for a new and more favourable MLR. Runstedt gave permission to continue the attack until the evening of 30 October.*
_______________


Entry of 29 Oct 44, OB WEST, KTB.

_______________


On 30 October 1944 Fifth Panzer Army (General der Panzertruppen Hasso von Manteuffel) assumed command of XLVII Panzer Corps, LXXXVI Corps and Corps Feldt, thus carving out a new German army sector between First Parachute and Seventh Armies. Command of Fifteenth and First Parachute Armies was unified under the provisional Army Group Student, still under the Army Group B, but destined, two weeks later, to become the third Germany army group (H) under OB WEST.
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Allied resistance against XLVII Panzer Corps continued to increase. In the morning of 30 October, aided by 140 Luftwaffe sorties against Allied ground forces, General Luettwitz' panzer divisions made slight gains. But by afternoon Allied resistance and counterattacks had grown so powerful that Field Marshal von Runstedt insisted on his order for cessation of the attack.*
_______________


Entry of 30 Oct 44, OB WEST, KTB.

_______________


Consequently XLVII Panzer Corps withdrew to its line of departure during the night from 30 to 31 October and prepared to defend its positions. The 9th Panzer Division temporarily remained in the line. The 15th Panzer Grenadier Division was disengaged immediately to revert to its status as Army Group B reserve.

Belatedly -- and wrongly -- the Germans concluded that the spoiling attack had accomplished their original purpose, after all. For their G-2 identified the 15th British Infantry Division and the 4th British Armored Brigade, opposite XLVII Panzer Corps, two units which the Germans had previously identified on the Fifteenth Army front. The Germans did not know that these units had accomplished their missions on the western front of the "MARKET-GARDEN Corridor", and that it was no hardship or embarrassment for the Allied Command to shift them to the Peel Marshes."

_______________


Daily Sitrep, OB WEST to OKW, 30 Oct 44, OB WEST, Befehle und Meldungen.

_______________
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For another day or two the Allies continued their attacks against XLVII Panzer Corps. Then the sector lapsed into stagnation again. The 9th Panzer Division was disengaged during the first week of November; Headquarters XLVII Panzer Corps returned to Krefeld to continue its training functions. The sector southwest of Venlo reverted to control of 180th Division and Parachute Training Division Erdmann.*
_______________


Entry of 31 Oct 44, OB WEST, KTB.

_______________
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� Note that while OCMH now stands for Office of the Center of Military History, it was originally Office of the Chief of Military History.


� This and the following text are typed on a label at the upper center of the cover of the document. At the extreme upper right, there is another label, with a hand-written R-6 on it.


� The hand-written enty “Copy 1” follows his name.


� It actually became chapter X in the completed volume.


� The typed “Field Marshall” is lined out and replaced with the German word written above the line, in all occurrences.


� The hand-written “KTB Anlag” replaces the typed “Ia”.


� Orders and Reports


� Note that the Germans referred to their 47th Panzer Corps with the non-standard Roman numeralization XXXXVII, while Lucian Heichler used the standard Roman numeralization of XLVII.


� The type words “in records of” are lined out at this point.


� The US 7th Armored Division was attached to the British Eighth Corps (Second British Army) at this time, which is why the reference is to British resistance, even though it really was American troops.


� KTB is probably Kriegstagebuch (War Day Book).





