General Orders of the Ninth US Army
1944
The original documents, from which the copies were made for this transcription, are at the National Archives, in the Records of the United States Army Commands, 1942- (Record Group 338), box P829 (9th Army - Ch of Staff 44-45). This document contains only selected General Orders, those that included members of the 7th Armored Division. The transcription was done by Wesley Johnston, son of Walter Johnston, Company “B” of 38th Armored Infantry Battalion. There are almost certainly made transcription errors; so if you believe you have found an error, please contact Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) about it. 
The following table includes all General Orders included here. Keep in mind that General Orders were numbered starting from #1 on the first day of each year. So when referring to a General Order, it is always necessary to know not only the number of the General Order but also the year, in order to uniquely identify which General Order is meant.
1944 General Orders

	Date
	GO #
	Pp
	Subject

	1944-Nov-23
	48
	2
	Awards: Distinguished-Service Cross, Soldier’s Medal, Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal

	1944-Nov-24
	49
	2
	Awards: Distinguished-Service Cross, Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal, Purple Heart

	1944-Dec-01
	54
	2
	Awards: Distinguished-Service Cross, Air Medal
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH UNITED STATES ARMY

Office of the Commanding General
GENERAL ORDERS )
APO 339

NUMBER      48 )
23 November 1944.


I.
AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS.

II.
AWARD OF SOLDIER'S MEDAL.

III.
AWARD OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL.

IV.
AWARD OF AIR MEDAL.

I. AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Distinguished-Service Cross is awarded to:

First Lieutenant Mario J. Fortuna, 0378127, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, 7th Armored Division, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against the enemy. On 16 August 1944, in an attack near Leves, France, Lieutenant Fortuna was given the mission of clearing the town of enemy resistance. Having available only men inexperienced in battle, Lieutenant Fortuna elected to lead the assault party. Displaying great intrepidity and heroic leadership, he led his men from building to building, repeatedly exposing himself, purposely drawing enemy fire to ascertain their positions. During this assault six machine guns silenced, ten prisoners were captured and many of the enemy were killed or wounded. After the main street of the town had been cleared of organized enemy resistance, Lieutenant Fortuna worked his way back to his unit through sporadic enemy sniping to lead the forward elements of his battalion through the town and on toward their objective. The extraordinary heroism and courageous actions of Lieutenant Fortuna reflect great credit upon himself and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service. Entered military service from New York.

II. AWARD OF SOLDIER'S MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Soldier's Medal is awarded to:
First Lieutenant Thomas H. Townsend, 01583776, 3965th Quartermaster Truck Company, United States Army, for heroism and courageous action. On 26 August 1944, when an American airplane was hit by antiaircraft fire and crashed, Lieutenant Townsend was the first person to arrive on the scene. Completely disregarding the danger of an imminent explosion and the intense heat from the burning plane, Lieutenant Townsend courageously approached the burning plane and removed the injured pilot to safety. The heroism and courageous action of Lieutenant Townsend reflect credit upon himself and uphold the highest traditions of the military service. Entered military service from Illinois.

III. AWARD OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Bronze Star Medal is awarded to:
Captain William C. Souther, 01556678, 130th Ordnance Company, United States Army, for meritorious achievement in connection with military operations against the enemy from 30 June 1944 to 30 October 1944. Entered military service from Massachusetts.
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Staff Sergeant Joseph Rayser, 32600080, 3965th Quartermaster Truck Company, United States Army, for heroic achievement in connection with military operations against the enemy on 8 August 1944, in Mayenne, France. Entered military service from New Jersey.

Sergeant Philemon T. Wickliffe, 37230837, 3965th Quartermaster Truck Company, United States Army, for heroic achievement in connection with military operations against the enemy on 8 August in Mayenne, France. Entered military service from Missouri.

Technician Fourth Grade Meyer Kwitkin, 32519101, 130th Ordnance MM Company, United States Army, for meritorious achievement in connection with military operations against the enemy from 11 August 1944 to 2 November 1944. Entered military service from New York.

Fourth Grade Albert M. Logan, 32681172, 3965th Quartermaster Truck Company, United States Army, for heroic achievement in connection with military operations against the enemy on 8 August 1944, in Mayenne, France. Entered military service from New York.

IV. AWARD OF AIR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Air Medal is awarded to:

Technical Sergeant Archie H. Schwehr, 36428073. Air Corps, 125th Liaison Squadron, United States Army, for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight from 24 August 1944 to 7 November 1944, over continental Europe. Entered military service from Illinois

Staff Sergeant Samuel D. Brose, 19147314, Air Corps, 125th Liaison Squadron, United States Army, for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight from 24 August 1944 to 5 November 1944, over continental Europe. Entered military service from Washington.

Staff Sergeant John H. Miller, 19033116, Air Corps, 125th Liaison Squadron, United States Army, for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight from 25 August 1944 to 23 October 1944, over continental Europe. Entered military service from Washington.


By command of Lieutenant General SIMPSON: 


J. E. MOORE,


Brigadier General, GSC, Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL: [stamped seal of Headuarters Ninth U.S. Army with "OFFICIAL COPY" in center]


JOHN A. KLEIN,

Colonel, AGD, Adjutant General.
DISTRIBUTION:

    "S"
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24 November 1944.


I.
AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS.


II.
AWARD OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL.


III.
AWARD OF AIR MEDAL.


IV.
AWARD OF AIR PURPLE HEART.

I. AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Distinguished-Service Cross is awarded to:

Lieutenant Colonel Lindsay C. Herkness, Jr, 022181, Cavalry, 66th Armored Regiment, 2nd Armored Division, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against the enemy. On 26 July 1944, Colonel Herkness courageously led cm armored attack on the Canisy-Le Mesnil Herman road, France. When his tank became disabled, Colonel Herkness mounted the back of another and with complete disregard for his own personal safety and in the face of enemy artillery, mortar, machine gun and small-arms fire, continued to direct the advance. As he personally moved forward to direct the removal of two burning enemy vehicles from their path, Colonel Herkness was fired upon from point-blank range by two of the enemy. Though he was painfully wounded, Colonel Herkness drew his pistol, killed one of his adversaries and forced the other to run to cover. Refusing to be evacuated but accepting first aid, he continued to lead and direct his men on to their objective. The extraordinary heroism and courageous actions of Colonel Herkness reflect great credit upon himself and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service. Entered military service from New York
Captain Mario T. De Felice, 0484759, Medical Corps, 66th Armored Regiment, 2nd Armored Division, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against the enemy. On 27 July 1944, during an attack near Le Mesnil Herman, France, Captain De Felice, a battalion surgeon, in order to evacuate the wounded, directed his half-track ambulance forward until it was almost completely surrounded by the enemy. While engaged in evacuating the wounded men, an enemy artillery barrage killed a first-aid man and wounded two infantrymen who were covering his movements. Captain De Felice, with complete disregard for his own personal safety, administered first aid to all the wounded men, without any assistance whatsoever, and loaded them into the ambulance. The extra extraordinary heroism and. courageous actions of Captain De Felice reflect great credit upon himself and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service. Entered military service from from New Jersey.

Second Lieutenant John C. Cornell, 0524951, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, 7th Armored Division, United States Army, for extraordinary hero heroism in connection with military operations against the enemy. On 6 September 1944, during an attack near Gravelotte, France, Lieutenant Cornell displayed outstanding courage and bravery when his platoon was subjected to enemy antitank, artillery, mortar, machine gun and rifle fire. With utter disregard for his own personal safety and in the face of enemy fire, Lieutenant Cornell dismounted from his vehicle and personally directed return fire that silenced an enemy gun. When several of his men were wounded, he gave orders to fight through to a friendly aid station. Although he was seriously wounded, Lieutenant Cornell courageously continued to direct the operation. Inspired by his devotion to duty and determination, his men
- 1 -

R E S T R I C T E D
R E S T R I C T E D
GO 49, Hq Ninth U.S. Army, 24 November 1944, cont'd.

breached the enemy lines and reached the aid station. The extraordinary heroism and courageous actions of Lieutenant Cornell reflect great credit upon himself and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service. Entered military service from Ohio.

II. AWARD OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Bronze Star Medal is awarded to:
First Sergeant Leon Womack, 38408305, 665th Quartermaster Truck Company, United States Army, for meritorious achievement in connection with military operations against the enemy from 22 February 1944 to 18 November 1944. Entered military service from Texas.

III. AWARD CF AIR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Air Medal is awarded to:
Technical Sergeant Jack S. Pridgen, 38458053, Air Corps, 125th Liaison Squadron, United States Army, for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight from 23 August 1944 to 21 October 1944, over continental Europe. Entered military service from Texas.

Staff Sergeant Frank P. Sorenson, 17113665, Air Corps, 125th Liaison Sri Squadron, United States Army, for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight from 8 August 1944 to 9 November 1944, over continental Europe. Entered military service from Minnesota.

IV. AWARD OF PURPLE HEART. By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 190, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Purple Heart is awarded to:

Mr. Holbrook Bradley, United States Civilian War Correspondent, for wounds received as a result of enemy action on 8 August 1944, in France.


By command of Lieutenant General SIMPSON: 


J. E. MOORE,


Brigadier General, GSC, Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL: [stamped seal of Headuarters Ninth U.S. Army with "OFFICIAL COPY" in center]


JOHN A. KLEIN,

Colonel, AGD, Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION:

    "S"
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I.
AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS.


II.
AWARD OF AIR MEDAL.

I. AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular No 32, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Distinguished-Service Cross is awarded to:

First Lieutenant Glenn H. Warren (then Second Lieutenant) 01015978, Infantry, 82nd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 2nd Armored Division United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against the enemy. On 8 August 1944, while reconnoitering a route through Mortain, France, a platoon of an armored reconnaissance battalion, under command of Lieutenant Warren, met heavy enemy machine-gun fire. Lieutenant Warren, without fear or hesitation, brought his armored car forward, thus protecting the scout section and knocked out the enemy gun. When the advancing platoon was subjected to severe cross fire from two enemy guns, Lieutenant Warren personally manned a fifty-caliber machine gun and silenced the enemy weapons. Proceeding on to the center of the town, Lieutenant Warren was successful in disorganizing the enemy and knocking out another enemy machine-gun position and an antitank gun. During this intense action, he radioed his platoon to withdraw. With complete disregard for his own personal safety, Lieutenant Warren dismounted from his armored car and filled it with wounded men. After clearing a path for his car, he climbed to the forward deck of the vehicle and successfully completed the withdrawal. The extraordinary heroism and courageous actions of Lieutenant Warren reflect great credit upon himself and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service. Entered military service from Indiana.

Sergeant Adoplhaus W. Whidden, Jr., 34455220, 65th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against the enemy. On 5 October 1944, during an attack on the Siegfried Line across 3000 yards of open terrain, two men were wounded. Due to enemy action and the open terrain, first-aid men stated that it was impossible to get their light, unarmored ambulance to the location. Thereupon, Sergeant Whidden, a forward observation section chief, with utter disregard for his own personal safety, volunteered to evacuate the wounded. Driving a one-quarter ton unarmored truck, Sergeant Whidden crossed the open area in the face of enemy fire, improvised a stretcher and moved the wounded men to safety. Not only once but four times during the day, Sergeant Whidden courageously crossed the exposed area to evacuate a total of twelve wounded men, four of whom undoubtedly would have died had they not received prompt medical treatment. The extraordinary heroism and courageous actions of Sergeant Whidden reflect great credit upon himself and are in keeping the highest traditions of the military service. Entered military service from Florida.

Corporal Victor P. Funk (then Private) 37468246, Field Artillery, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against the enemy. During an enemy tank attack on
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29 October 1944, in Holland, Corporal Funk; serving as a gunner on a tank destroyer, knocked out the two leading tanks and prepared to fire on a third. The building behind which his tank destroyer was concealed received direct hits. Bricks and rubble falling into the open turret injured the leader; all members of the crew evacuated the vehicle except Corporal Funk. Loading the gun, himself, he destroyed another hostile tank, entered the driver's compartment find drove the vehicle to the other side of the building out of direct enemy fire. The extraordinary heroism and courageous actions of Corporal Funk reflect great credit upon himself and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service. Entered military service from Nebraska.

II. AWARD OF AIR MEDAL: By direction of the President, under the provisions of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and under authority contained in Circular 32, Headquarters European of Operations, United States Army, 20 March 1944, as amended, the Air Medal is awarded to the following named officers and enlisted men, for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight:
First Lieutenant L. T. Gray, Jr., 01174302, 174th Field Artillery Battalion, United States Army, from 5 July 1944 to 18 August 1944. Entered military service from Texas.

First Lieutenant Francis J. Kraemer, 01171235, 174th Field Artillery Battalion, United States Army, from 5 July 1944 to 13 September 1944. Entered military service from Oklahoma.

First Lieutenant George G. Lorentz, Jr., 0520751, 174th Field. Artillery Battalion, United States Army, from 5 July 1944 to 13 September 1944. Entered military service from Illinois.

First Lieutenant Donald D. McNitt, 01174379, 174th Field Artillery Battalion, United States Army, Army, from 5 July 1944 to 1 September 1944. Entered military service from Michigan.

Technical Sergeant James W. Griffin, Jr., 34196105, Air Corps, 125th Liaison Squadron, United States Army, from 23 August 1944 to 26 October 1944. Entered military service from Georgia.

Staff Sergeant Robert A. McConachie, 19081783, Air Corps, 125th Liaison Squadron, United States Army, from 23 August 1944 to 13 October 1944. Entered military service from California.


By command of Lieutenant General SIMPSON: 


J. E. MOORE,


Brigadier General, GSC, Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL: [stamped seal of Headuarters Ninth U.S. Army with "OFFICIAL COPY" in center]


JOHN A. KLEIN,

Colonel, AGD, Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION:
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