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7TH ARMORED DIVISION

APO #257, c/o Postmaster,

US ARMY
AFTER ACTION REPORT

Month of August 1944
DIVISION TRAINS
Lt. Col. Andrew J. Adams

Commanding.
ADDITIONAL SUMMARY OF ACTION BY DIVISION TRAINS DURING PERIOD 1 AUG – 31 AUG, 1944

1.
Placed into operation the Rear Echelon Augmented which placed all of the Special Staff Sections in a rear area with all personnel sections and clerks from combat elements working there centrally under supervision of the Adjutant General. This relieved the combat elements of the worry of administrative matters. Extracts of all morning reports were sent to this center and the service records were then kept up to date. The Rear Echelon was not moved as often as the Division, and was thus enabled to set up in a semi-permanent position, which facilitated their work.
2.
The Division Quartermaster, with the help of the Division Trains Commander, set up a Service park which traveled right along with the Division Trains. This Service Park kept a stock of supplies of rations, clothes, gas and oil, and ammunition, from which the combat elements drew. This park was kept stocked by use of two QM Truck companies attached to the Division, also by use of the trucks normally used by the personnel sections....these were used by the Service park except while being used to actually move the Rear Echelon Augmented. The Transportation Officer of Trains Headquarters Company was made Transportation Coordinator....this for all transportation in the Division Service Parks. The Division Service Park served the purpose of keeping Class I, II, III and V Supplies close to the combat elements at all time and relieved the long hauls of unit trains.

3.
By keeping the Division Trains close to the combat elements and by use of the Division Service Park, supply was no problem, the units always had what Army could supply. Shortage of track for tanks, and replacement vehicles was apparent, but they were not available at Army supply points. As long as Army kept fuel at its supply points, the Division Trains got it to the Combat elements.

4.
The Division Trains Commander sits in the position of G-4 in the area back of the Division and he assumes the responsibility for performing these functions necessary to assure the prompt supply and servicing of the Division. One cardinal principle is to keep the Division Trains close enough to forward elements to render all the service possible without too much of a haul by combat elements.

5.
The Division Trains supported the Division in all of its combat missions and battles.

(signed)


J. D. O'Bryant


  Maj, Cav.

    S-2
Summary of Action by 7th Armored Div Trains for month of October 1944.

1.
Hq Div Trains CP located at beginning of period, just W. of ASTEN, HOLLAND.

2.
Trains supported the Division combat elements during the entire month in its action from OVERLOON, HOLLAND to WERT, HOLLAND.

3.
Moved from ASTEN to area just E of HEEZE, HOLLAND on 7 Oct 44. Moved to area W. Weert, Holland on 29 Oct 44 and on 31 Oct 44 moved to area 2 miles S of ST. HUBERT, BELGIUM.
4.
Trains covered a total of 35 miles during October.

5.
During the period the Trains had attached, a shower platoon, two platoons of a laundry, and a work platoon for the Div Quartermaster.
6.
The Div Trains continued in close proximity to the division during the period and supported it in all its combat missions.
For the Commanding Officer:

(signed)


J. D. O'Bryant


 Major, Cav.,

     S - 2
S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                        U. S. ARMY

1 December 1944.

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of November, 1944.
TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington, 25, D. C. (Through channels)
For the Commanding Officer:

(signed)


J. D. O'Bryant


 Major, Cav.,


     S - 2
S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY

1 December 1944.
SUMMARY OF ACTION DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMEBER 1944
1.
On the 7th of Nov 1944, Division Trains moved from area South of Marheeze, Holland from under the British Second Army to area vicinity Mesch, Holland under the American 9th and XIII Corps.

2.
Upon the approach of winter weather, it was the decision of the Commanding General that all troops be billeted whenever possible. The problem of finding shelter is a considerable problem, especially due to the congestion of the area between Maastricht and the front lines. Also it is found that it is impossible to carry on maintenance and supply without hard surface standing; therefore, it was found that in billeting, the first prerequisite was a location with good standing for the vehicles. In the future it is the hope of the Trains Commander that sufficient time is allowed in advance to make a through reconnaissance of an area prior to movement.

3.
The system of allotment of areas and towns does not carry enough prior planning to eliminate duplication of effort by units under different Commanders. On various occasions, our units would be assigned areas and ordered to move into them only to find the areas and towns already full of other troops. It is suggested that troops would be aided greatly if an officer be assigned a district and he to have a staff who would be assigned sub districts to make an intensive survey of accomodations for each town and area. These to be consolidated with pertinent information – then when an order was issued for a unit to move in, all that would be necessary is to furnish this information to the unit concerned prior to its departure to the area. In the winter weather it is going to be necessary to find buildings which will allow our maintenance to perform 3rd and 4th echelon maintenance inside. Also medical installations will require indoor shelter to be able to function properly.
4.
Colonel Richard B. Evans relieved from command of Division Trains and Colonel Andrew J. Adams assumed command on 21 November 44.

5.
Division Trains moved to area North of Heerlen, Holland on 24 Nov 44 where it remained at close of the period.
- 1 -

6.
The occurrence of Trench Foot, throughout the Army has caused considerable concern. Unit Commanders have been cautioned about prevention and have instituted an intensive effort to keep it from occurring. To date in the Division Trains, it has been kept to a very low rate. To date, there have been only 28 cases. At the present time there are none. Only one case has been evacuated and this case was returned to duty.

7.
During the month of November, winter clothing and overshoes were issued to all men of the Division.

8.
The Division Trains require thirty minutes of close order drill daily by all individuals. This is done for the purpose of adding smartness and military bearing to the individual soldier.
9.
As the Division Trains approach Germany, the problem of protection of the supply lines to actual front lines is an ever increasing problem. The Division Trains Commander, The Division G-4, The Provost Marshall, and the Civil Affairs Officer are formulating plans of a protected supply route to be able to protect the unit Trains from a forward area to the supply installations. This responsibility to be under the control of the Trains Commander. This plan has been placed before the Commanding General for approval.
For the Commanding Officer:

(signed)


J. D. O'BRYANT


 Major, Cav.,

    S - 2
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HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY
SUMMARY OF EVENTS
December 1944


1.
The following are a chronological sequence of events and dates involving the 7th Armored Div Trains.


2.
On the 17 Dec 44, Units of the 7th Armored Div Trains moved from vicinity Heerlen, Holland to vic Salmchateau, Belgium, operating under the VIII Corps prepared to support the Division to the East.


3.
Due to the pressure from the enemy the Trains were moved westward vicinity of LaRoche, Belgium on 18 Dec 44; with ammunition and Cl I and III supplies at Samree, Belgium. Units were required to block all roads to the south with outposts supporting.


4.
On the 19th Dec 44, the enemy was encountered in the vic of Hives, Belgium by outposts of C Co 129 Ord Maint Bn. The enemy was driven off. All available men in the Trains were placed on outpost duties. Some medium tanks that were stragglers and some T.D.'s of the 705th T.D. Bn were taken over by the Trains Comdr and placed in service as road blocks and a reserve. The men of the 33rd Eng Bn were placed on a patrol to the East with mines to place on the main road to La Roche. During the day the enemy shelled La Roche with what was believed to be 88mm artillery. This fire set one 2½ ton 6x6 truck of 440 FA Bn on fire and caused one AA gun position to have to be moved. All additional men available were placed in support of road blocks. All stragglers were impressed into service.

5.
On the 20 Dec 44, the enemy attacked vic of Samree, Belgium. The Div Quartermaster with colored troops from the 3967 Q.M. Tr Co and his own section plus a platoon of AA guns from D Btry 203 AAA Bn held the enemy off for about four hours expecting help from the 3rd Armored Div coming from the North. Lt Averill, Co comdr Tn Hq Co was dispatched with three medium tanks, one of which was known to have been knocked out, to relieve the Quartermaster. Lt Averill and the two other tanks are still missing on 31 Dec 44. The Quartermaster had to finally pull out, the AAA Bn lost three guns from enemy fire, but knocked out two German tanks, but ran out of ammunition. All ammunition and trucks were evacuated. The 3rd Armored Div North at Hotton was notified of the situation and were asked for help. The 101st Airborne and CC B of 10th A. D. at Bastogne were notified of the seriousness of the situation and were asked for help.

6.
On the 21st Dec 44 it was decided to evacuate the Div Trains to vic of Marche. Trains closed in at 1800. Liaison was established with the 84th Div.
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7.
On the 22 Dec 44 the CO Div Trains decided to send a column of ammo trucks (31 trucks) and 5 trucks of gas and 11,000 rations to Salmcheateau to aid the Div combat elements. This was done under an armed column. Six M32 Tank Retreivers, 1 10-ton wrecker and 6 Half Tracks were also delivered to Divisional Units. The Trains Units were moved to vic Harze, Belgium, to be in a better position to support the Division.


8.
On the 23 Dec 44, the Trains were moved to the vic Sprimont, Belgium to get out of the way of combat elements and to get North of river at Aywaille.


9.
On 24 Dec 44 an emergency call for 100 trucks came to CO Div Trains, to collect remnants of the 106 Inf Div and the 28 Inf Div in order to place them back into combat. This was done by dumping all trucks in Div Trans Units and by commandeering all stragglers on the road and going to 1st Army supply units.

10.
On 25 Dec 44, Div Trains supported its own units plus elements of the 106 Inf Div and 28 Inf Div and the 275 F.A. Bn.


11.
On 26 Dec 44, the Div Quartermaster set up a Cl II point at Trooz, to re-equip the Division and the 106 Inf Div. Elements of the Div Trains were pulled in closer to Sprimont on Corps order.

12.
From 26 Dec 44, Div Trains remained vic Sprimont, Belgium, in close support of the Division.
For the Commanding Officer:


(signed)


J. D. O'BRYANT


 Major, Cav.,


    S - 2

LOCATIONS OF 7TH ARMD DIV TRAINS and MILES TRAVELED SINCE AUGUST 1944.

6 Aug 44 Left Tidworth, England enroute to South Hampton. Remained there 7th and 8th; left harbor on 9th, landed at Utah Beach, France on 11 Aug 44.


miles
11 Aug 44
Utah Beach to


Le Haye de Puitts, France
30
7 Oct 44
Heeze, Holland
8
13 Aug 44
Fougeres, France
83
29 Oct 44
Weert, Holland
9
14 Aug 44
Le Ferte Bernard, France
114
31 Oct 44
St Hubert, Belg.
19
15 Aug 44
Courville, France
35

Total mileage Oct: 36

19 Aug 44
Treon, France
21

21 Aug 44
Maintenon, France
21
7 Nov 44
Mesch, Holland
47

22 Aug 44
Chauffour, France
39
12 Nov 44
Bombaye, Belgium
5

24 Aug 44
Soisy, France
19
24 Nov 44
Passarts, Holland
20

25 Aug 44
Perthes, France
9

Total mileage Nov: 72

27 Aug 44
Courtry, France
33

28 Aug 44
Chenoise, France
23
7 Dec 44
Heerlen, Holland
4
29 Aug 44
Fismes, France
77
18 Dec 44
Salmchateau, Belg
65

Total mileage Aug: 504

18 Dec 44
La Roche, Belgium
22
2 Sept 44
Verdun, France
83
21 Dec 44
Marche, Belgium
18
8 Sept 44
Mars Le Tours, France
30
22 Dec 44
Harze, Belgium
67
21 Sept 44
Vieville, France
20
23 Dec 44
Sprimont, Belgium
8
29 Sept 44
Eysden, Belgium
210

Total mileage Dec: 184
30 Sept 44 Asten, Holland 45
Total mileage Sept: 388

August
1944
504

Sept
1944
388

Oct.
1944
36

Nov
1944
72

Dec
1944
_184
  TOTAL

1184
AUGUST 1944

   6
Left Tidworth, England en route to South Hampton

 7 & 8
At South Hampton, England.

   9
Left harbor and began crossing of Channel.

  11
Landed at Utah Beach, France.

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *
11
Aug
Utah Beach to Le Haye De Puitts, France
30
miles

13
Aug
Fougeres, France
83

14
 "
Le Foute Berhard, France
114
15
 "
Courville, France
35

19
 "
Treon, France
21

21
 "
Maintenon, France
21

22
 "
Chauffour, France
39

24
 "
Soisy, France
19

25
 "
Perthos, France
9

27
 "
Courtry, France
33

28
 "
Chenoise, France
23

29
 "
Fismes, France
_77


                  Total mileage Aug.
504

SEPTEMBER

 2
Sept
Verdun, France
83

 8
 "
Mars Le Tours, France
30

21
 "
Vieville, France
20

29
 "
Eysden, Belgium
210

30
 "
Asten, Holland
_45


                  Total mileage Sept
388
 7
October
Heeze, Holland
8
miles

29
   "
Weert, Holland
9
31
   "
St Hubert, Belgium
_19


                  Total mileage Oct.
36
 7
November
Mesch, Holland
47

12
  "
Bombaye, Belgium
5

24
  "
Passarts, Holland
_20


                  Total mileage November
72
 7
December
Heerlen, Holland
4

17-18   "
Salmchateau, Belgium
65

18
    "
La Roche, Belgium
22

21
    "
Marche, Belgium
18

22
    "
Harze, Belgium
67

23
    "
Sprimont, Belgium
___8


                  Total mileage Dec.
184
Aug
504

Sept
388

Oct.
36

Nov.
72

Dec.
__184
TOTAL
1184
S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY

1 February 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of January 1945.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. (Through Channels)
For the Commanding Officer:

(signed)


B. M. SKILLMAN

 Major, Inf.,


      S-3
S E C R E T

S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY

1 February 1945

SUMMARY OF EVENTS

January 1945
1.
Hq 7th Armd Div Trains remained in Sprimont, Belgium until 19 Jan 1945, at which time moved to vic Spa, Belgium. At the close of the period, Hq Div Trains was still in Spa, Belgium. The period spent at Sprimont, Belgium from 23 Dec 1944 to 19 Jan 1945, a total of 26 days, was the longest period of time that this organization has remained in any one located since entering combat. The civilian population of this village were exceptionally friendly and cooperative in every way possible. This also marked the first time that this organization has moved only once during the month, traveling a total of 14 miles.

2.
Individual companies of both the 129th Ord Maint Bn and the 77 Medical Bn Armd, were moved to different locations during the month, in order to support the division combat elements. All of these moved were made by infiltration, in groups of five vehicles, with fifteen to thirty minutes between groups.

3.
Hq Div Trains, while located at Sprimont, Belgium, in addition to its normal functions, served as an information center. Due to the CP being located in a building formerly used as a cafe, on a corner at RJ Hwy N15 and an unnumbered road, it was a natural stopping place for drivers and individuals who were either lost or seeking information. This Headquarters maintained up to date and accurate maps of the situation, location of troops and of all supply installations, thereby having reliable information readily available to all units. In addition to aiding U. S. Army Units, considerable help was given to units of the British Army, who were passing through that area. This valuable service aided materially in keeping the heavy flow of supplies and equipment moving and also saved much valuable time that would have ordinarily been lost, had there been no source of information at this location.
- 1 -

4.
During the period 22 -29 Jan 45, while the Division was in action, 892 P.W.'s were handled by the P.W. Encl with Hq div Trains.

5.
Major J. D. O'Bryant, formerly S-2 Staff Officer, was placed on special duty with Rear Echelon Augmented as Commandant, on 12 Jan 45. Captain Frederick Ward, from Hq 203 AAA Bn, was placed on special duty with this Headquarters on 13 Jan 1945.

6.
All CW radio nets were silenced on 29 Jan 45 until further notice, after continuous operation throughout the month.
For the Commanding Officer:


(signed)


B. M. SKILLMAN


 Major, Inf.,


      S-3

S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY


1 March 1945.

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of February 1945.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. (Through Channels)
1.
Headquarters 7th Armored Division Trains remained in billets vicinity Spa, Belgium, during entire month of February 1945.

2.
Training, in the form of problems, road blocks and firing of weapons was given Units of Div Trains. The Rcn Platoon of Hq Co 7th Armd Div Trains gave a demonstration of a road block defensive position to all companies of the 129th Ord Maint Bn and B Btry 203 AAA Bn. Train Hq Co 446 Q.M. Truck Co and 3967 Q.M. Truck Co were each given a 57 mm gun and the gun crews were instructed by NCO's from Hq 7th Armd Div. Upon completion of this instruction, the crews fired the gun for the first time. Later in the month these crews were given the opportunity of firing again, in order to better familiarize themselves with this gun. Instructions on these weapons being continued.
3.
All personnel of Div Trains attended the showing of the training film "Germany" on 6th – 7th Feb 45. The lecture on the history of the 7th Armd Division was exceptionally interesting and was well received by the men.
4.
During this period, all vehicle markings were repainted and all vehicles thoroughly cleaned. Stress was placed on personal cleanliness and appearance of billets.

5.
All radios remained silenced throughout the month, all communication being by telephone or messenger.
For the Commanding Officer:


(signed)


B. M. SKILLMAN


 Major, Inf.,


      S-3

S E C R E T

S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY


1 April 1945
SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of March 1945.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. (Through Channels)
1.
Headquarters 7th Armored Division Trains were located at the following places during period 1 - 31 March 1945:


From
To
Miles
SPA, BELGIUM

2 Mar 45

EUPEN, BELGIUM
3 Mar 45
6 Mar 45
17

SOLLER, GERMANY
7  "  "
9  "  "
37

ESCH, GERMANY
 10  "  "
14 "  "
24

MULLINGHOVEN, GERMANY
15  "  "
24  "  "
14

RHEINBEITBACK, GERMANY
25  "  "

24

KURTSCHEID, GERMANY
26  "  "

21

KRUMMEL, GERMANY
27  "  "

15
OBERSBERG, GERMANY
28  "  "

31

BELLNHAUSN, GERMANY
29  "  "

33
ROSENTHAL, GERMANY
30  "  "

12

DORNHOLZHAUSEN, GERMANY
31  "  "

_10


TOTAL
258
2.
The use of an advance CP, prior to a move to a new location, proved to be of valuable assistance in arranging billets and marking the necessary reconnaissance of the area. This plan also saved many miles of driving over bad roads and enabled billeting parties to spend the maximum amount of daylight hours in looking over their areas.

3.
A military Government section was set up in Division Trains to handle the military government affairs in all towns occupied by Trains units. This section consists of a Dutch officer and a Dutch Sergeant, both of them able to speak the German language. Upon moving in a town, the Burgermeister is appointed, a police force set up, and the civilians instructed as to the regulations concerning curfew, traveling on roads, etc. also all weapons and ammunition are taken up upon entering the town.

4.
A total of 11,231 Prisoners of War were evacuated to Army during this period.
5.
Colonel A. J. Adams was ordered to assume command of CC A on 28 Mar 45. Major B. M. Skillman was designated as Acting Trains Commander. Captain William J. Winder of C Co, 129 Ord Maint Bn, placed on S.D. with this Headquarters as S-3 on 29 Mar 45.

6.
On 25th Mar 45, unit of Division Trains returned to living in the field after spending the winter in billets. This has simplified the laying of wire as Trains units are all located in the same vicinity.

7.
Rear Echelon still located at Villip, Germany, approximately 145 miles West of our location, however, contact is still maintained by CW radio. Also messenger service makes a daily run to rear.
For the Commanding Officer:


(signed)


ROBERT A. REID



Captain, CAC



S-2
Incls:  5

1 – Field Orders

2 – Security Plans

3 – S-3 Periodic Reports

4 – Incomming messages

5 – Outgoing messages
SECRET
HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY


1 May 1945
SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of April 1945.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. (Through Channels)
1.
Headquarters 7th Armored Division Trains was located at the following places during the period 1 – 30 April 1945:


From
To
Miles
DORNHOLZHAUSEN, GERMANY

7 Apr 45
HALLENBERG, GERMANY
8 Apr 45
9 Apr 45
18

SCHMALLENBERG, GERMANY
10 Apr 45
12 Apr 45
21

ESLOHE, GERMANY
13 Apr 45
17 Apr 45
13

MEENSEN, GERMANY
18 Apr 45
29 Apr 45
115

VORWERK, GERMANY
30 Apr 45

_131



298
2. During April 1945, the largest number of Prisoners of War ever handled by this division, were processed through the P. W. Enclosure. Of the total of approximately 43,000 P.W.'s processed, approximately 38,000 were handled in a five day period from 13 – 17 April 1945 inclusive. In addition to this unusually large number of P.W.'s, the following vehicles were taken in during the period: 740 all type vehicles; 76 motorcycles; 150 bicycles; and 200 wagons. A plan for future operation of the Division P. W. Enclosure was drawn up and a copy of it, together with a sketch of the ground plan, is attached to this after action report.
3.
Radio nets were open until 16 April 1945 at which time they closed down and all necessary communication was by telephone and messenger.
4.
Thus far, no trouble with the civilian populace has been encountered. The Military Government section has functioned efficiently and effectively in instructing the civilians as to the rules and regulations they must abide by.
For the Commanding Officer:


(signed)

Incls: 6
B. M. SKILLMAN
1 – Operations Instructions
 Major, Inf.,

    & Field Orders
  Exec. Off.

2 – Location & Security Overlays

3 – Miscellaneous Memorandums

4 – S-3 Periodic Reports

5 – Incoming Messages

6 – Outgoing Messages
HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY

1 June 1945
SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of May 1945.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.
          (Through Channels)

1.
Headquarters 7th Armored Division Trains was located at the following places during the period 1 – 31 May 1945:

From
To
Miles
VORWERK, GERMANY
30 Apr 45
2 May 45
BRAHLSTORF, GERMANY
3 May 45
4 May 45
77

REHNA, GERMANY
4 May 45
21 May 45
39

KOTHEN, GERMANY
22 May 45
31 May 45
178



294

2.
At the beginning of the period the 7th Armored Division as part of the XVIII Airborne Corps was operating under the British 2nd Army. The Division's first objective under the British was to cross the Elbe River at the bridgehead established by the British 2nd Army, break out of the bridgehead, and drive to the Baltic Sea. The 7th Armored Division Trains crossed the Elbe River in a night movement 2 – 3 May 1945, closing in bivouac in the vicinity of Brahlstorf, Germany.

3.
After crossing the river the movement of the column was slowed down by the numerous Prisoners of War making their way back to the rear areas unescorted. In the face of this, and the fact that the roads had to be kept clear for military traffic, Col. Adams, Trains Commander, set up numerous PW cages in the vicinity of Brahlstorf. In addition to the cages already set up and being consolidated, the Trains Commander was ordered to control the PW cage at Rehna. The count of PW's in these cages was impossible under the circumstances. On 4 May 1945, the 7th Armored Division Trains moved to vicinity of Rehna, but still controlled one large PW cage at Brahlstorf. At Rehna, the Trains Commander assumed control of the PW cage there, and also the large cage located at Gadebusch, formerly controlled by the British. Elements of the XVIII Airborne Corps relieved the 7th Armored Division Trains of the cage at Brahlstorf, and the two remaining cages were organized into Prisoners of War
Camps. The Trains Commander and his staff made frequent formal inspections of both PW camps. The camp at Gadebusch, containing 18,865 PW's, and the camp at Rehna, containing 10,639 PW's were turned over to the British on the 19 – 20 May 1945. On the 21 – 22 May 1945, the 7th Armored Division Trains moved to the vicinity of Kothen, Germany.

4.
On 24 May 1945, Col. Adams was instructed by General Hasbrouck, Division Commander, to make plans for a Division Officers' School. Work on the school building in Kothen began immediately, and the first class of officers arrived on 31 May 1945. At the close of the period, the 7th Armored Division Officers School was in operation.
5.
During the period, Military Government and CIC activities of this Headquarters have been, for the most part, in conjunction with other units of the Division. At Rehna, the area occupied by Trains units was under the control of the 440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion; and at Kothen, Combat command R was in control of the town of Kothen and surrounding territory.
For the Commanding Officer:


(signed)


ROBERT A. REID


Captain, CAC


S-2

Incls:  5

1 – Field Orders

2 – Position and Security Overlays

3 – S-3 Periodic Reports

4 – Incoming Messages

5 – Outgoing Messages
HISTORY OF CAMP GADEBUSCH
Camp Gadebusch began through the same conditions that originated all of the other prisoner of War Camps north of the Elbe. The mass surrender of an estimated 1,000,000 axis prisoners caused a tremendous problem to advancing allied troops. Guarding of this continous flow in the normal manner was impossible. To combat the chaos that was arising, various towns were designated at PW Camps. Gadebusch was picked by the British and an estimated 15,000 prisoners were herded into a field in the southern end of town.
On 6 May 1945 Colonel Andrew J. Adams moved the 3rd platoon of troop "C", 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized, under 1st Lt. John H. Mulliken Jr. and the 2nd platoon of "D" 203 AAA under 1st Lt. Levell from Rehena to Gadebusch to take over from the 6th British Airborne. Lt. Mulliken was in charge and he officially accepted the camp from Major Palmer of the 6th AB at 1800.
On the 7th May 1945 the food problem arose. Tec 5 James B. Merin was placed in charge. He opened, in Gadebusch, 9 civilian bakeries, staffed them with PW's and set a German 1st Lt. as chief baker. Food at this time was gathered mainly from daily foraging patrols sent out by PW's in conjunction with the guards. Civilian were cleared from the camp area, women from the camp itself, and the city power plant was put into operation. Around 1500 Lt Finnel with 8 men from the Rcn platoon of Division trains joined the existing contingent of Americans on guard. At 1900 Lt. Finkelson with the assault gun platoon from Troop "E" attached to Troop "C" also arrived to assist in the operation of the camp.
8 May 1945-- A very definite need for a staff had made itself felt. Lt. Mulliken was still commandant, Capt York was in charge of the PW hospital and camp sanitation, and Lt. Finkelson became Ex. Officer in charge of administration and paper work. Lt. Finkelson took over the actual construction and maintenance of the camp and Lt. Levell became permanent OD in charge of the entire guard. Tec 4 Kremer became Camp Adjutant and handled all the details. Tec 5 Mickal became Lt. Finelson's assistant, keeping the reports, records, and history, and Tec 5 Morin continued to handle the food.
9 May 1945-- Col. Adams made an inspection of the camp and decided to lay it out geometrically. The German commander appointed a German engineer and full plans were drawn up. The camp was organized into battalions and each with staff. A quartermaster was appointed. Sgt Griffith, Pfc Rassier, and Pfc Phinney set up a 30 vehicle motor pool with a German officer in charge.
- 1 -

10 May 1945-- There are 172 SS men and 2 officers in the camp. Daily our S-1 report is turned into Col. Adams. At 0912 a new German Commandant and Staff were installed. The old Col. was found to be incompetent. The new man was a line officer; the old Col. had formally held an administrative job. At 2015 Col. Adams made a full dress inspection of the camp. Results, much work had been done. Much more to do.
11 May 1945-- The new water point was installed for the camp. Major Skillman inspected and commented on the efficiency of Lt. Finkelson's filing and recording system. At 1430 and inspecting team from the XVIII Airborne Corp inspected the camp and the records. Report on both: excellent. Captain York moved his dispensary from an old barn to a more sanitary tent site.
12 May 1945-- A complete telephone net has been installed, the office has four phones, one to the Commandant, one to the Adjutant, one to the motor pool and one to the Division net. The 41 German WAC's were discharged and turned over to the local Burgermeister. Lt. Finnel is providing tents for all of the PW's using their labor and tents, of course. Lt. Finnel is building a three strand barb wire fence to circle the entire camp.
13 May 1945-- 8 full Colonels were transferred to Rehena to allow the Commandant (a Lt. Col.) a free hand. The 31st tank Bn had taken over the MG
 in town. Col Elenbusch is the fourth military governor and he required a conference with Lt. Mulliken to explain the local situation. The water pump was putting out 30,000 gallons a day. The MG had turned over the entire baking system to Tec 5 Merin and he was now feeding an additional 35,000 displaced persons.
14 May 1945-- No change. At 1030 Col. Adams inspected the latrines and outlined immediate steps to be taken in stepping up sanitation.
15 May 1945-- The construction of the camp continued under Lt. Finnel. Results were phenomenal. Internal discipline within the camp was maintained by the German Commandant. Only external violations (i.e. attempted escapes) are handled by the American Guards.
16 May 1945--The German General Garies, a representative from Field Marshal Montgomery, made an inspection and was pleased. A representative from XVIII AB Corps CIC. screened some German paratroopers. At 1457 Workshop CIC began to discharge all non-soldiers within the cage.
17 May 1945-- Hardly any change. A British Sgt. came through looking for German Army trained dogs.

18 May 1945-- The first indications that the British were to take over the camp were noted today. A Major and his staff from the British 5th Division held a consulation with Lt. Mulliken and later with Col. Adams. It was agreed that they should come on the 19th and work their NCO's in conjunction with the American NCO's for a half a
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day to learn the routines of the camp.
19 May 1945-- The British came at 1135 in accordance with prior plans. At 1315 a U. S. 9th Army Historian spent 30 minutes with Lt. Mulliken. Today we recorded the Camp's history. At 1600 a formal inspection was held by Col. Adams and the British Major. This inspection signified the formal turnover of Camp Gadebusch to the British 5th Infantry. Completion of the turn over was effective as of 1700.
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HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY

1 July 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report Month of June 1945.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.
          (Through Channels)

1.
During the entire month of June, Headquarters 7th Armored Division Trains was located at Kothen, Germany. There was no movement of any of Trains units during the month.
2.
At the beginning of the period, the 7th Armored Division, as part of the VII Corps, was assigned the task of securing the area North and Northeast of Halle. The 7th Armored Division Trains was not assigned subordinate zone and therefore did not have any Military Government or CIC function. All of Trains units were located in the zone assigned to Combat Command R.

3.
The Post Hostilities Training program began during the month with all of Trains units submitting weekly training schedules to G-3, 7th Armored Division. The program stressed training in Military Courtesy, Information & Education Orientation, Organized Athletics, and Range Firing as desired by the individual units.
4.
At the close of the period, the Division was ordered to move to the vicinity of Buchen, Germany. Plans were made and completed by the 30 June for movement on 1st and 2nd of July 1945.
For the Commanding Officer:

(signed)


ROBERT A. REID


Captain, CAC

S - 3
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  S-3 Periodic Reports for June
HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY

1 August 1945.
SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of July 1945.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.
          (Through Channels)

1.
Headquarters 7th Armored Division Trains moved from Kothen, Gemany to Altheim, Germany on 1 – 2 July 45, a distance of 310 miles. On 12 July 45, Headquarters 7th Armored Division Trains moved from Altheim to Hattingen, Germany, a distance of 5 miles. This move was made to secure better billets and accommodations for personnel.

2.
Training was continued throughout the month under the Post-Hostilities Training Program, with emphasis placed on Athletics, Military Courtesy, and I & E Orientation lectures. An athletic field was constructed which provided for a soft ball diamond, a volley ball court, and a horseshoe court. In addition to regular league fames of soft ball, a Division Trains Field Day was held on 28 July 45. The Field Day consisted of soft ball games, various types of races, horseshoe pitching, volley ball games, and other contests. The Division Band furnished the music, the Red Cross supplied a Clubmobile and Division Special Service provided the loud speaker and announcer. The Field Day was a very successful undertaking and aided greatly in stimulating the athletic program throughout the units of Division Trains.

3.
A Press Shop was set up for pressing clothes washed by the Quartermaster laundry. The pressing is done by German women and the combined service of washing and pressing is made available to the men without cost. This arrangement has proven to be a satisfactory method of keeping personnel in clean uniforms.

4.
The civilian population has been very cooperative and no difficulties have arisen between the troops and civilians.

For the Commanding Officer:
3 Incls
(signed)

  1 – Incoming Messages
ROBERT A. REID

  2 – Outgoing Messages
Captain, CAC
  3 – Operation Instructions
S-3

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION TRAINS

APO 257                       U. S. ARMY

1 Sept 1945
SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of August 1945.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.
          (Through Channels)
1.
Headquarters 7th Armored Division Trains remained in present location, Hettingen, Germany, through the entire month of August 1945. Additional billets were secured for personnel who recently joined the organization.
2.
The civilian population of this village continue to assist the U. S. Troops in various ways and the general attitude of the people is one of friendliness and cooperation. There have been no incidents, either of a serious or minor nature, between the civilians and soldier.

3.
Training was continued throughout the month with emphasis placed on athletics and the I & E lecture-orientation program. In connection with the orientation program, several training films and combat bulletin films were shown. The athletic program consisted of softball and volley ball, with games scheduled between the various units of Division Trains.

4.
Recreation facilities were improved throughout the period and the men were given the opportunity of attending various special service entertainments, both musical comedy and drama. In addition to this, movies were shown every night and a beer hall maintained for entertainment of personnel.

5.
All personnel of Div Trains participated in the formal farewell ceremony held on 6th August 1945 for the Division Commander, Major Gen. R.W. Hasbrouck, who left the division for return to the United States.

6.
The 15th of August 45 was declared a holiday due to the news of the Japanese surrender. Later, word was received that the 17th would also be declared a holiday in celebration of the end of hostilities.
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7.
On 30 August 1945, word was received that the 7th Armored Division, less the Division Band, was alerted for shipment to the United States, with 21st Sept 45 given as the readiness date. Preparation was started immediately to comply with POM directives pertaining to preparation of equipment and personnel for the move.

(signed)


B. M. Skillman


 Major, Inf.,


  Commanding
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