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THE BRIDGEHEAD BREAKOUT
7th ARMORED DIVISION
(26-31 March 1945)

INTERVIEW WITH : Col. John L. Ryan, Jr., Chief of Staff, 7th Armd Div
AT :  7th Armd Div CP, vicinity FRANKENAU, Germany.      3 April 1945
MAPS:  Germany 1:100,000
Sheet S-2 (KOBLENZ)

Sheet S-3 (BAD NAUHEIM)

Sheet R-3 (MARBURG)     NO JOURNALS USED
INTERVIEWER : 1st Lt. Robert E. Maxwell, 2nd Info & Hist Serv (III Corps)
NOTE: I went to the interview with a list of prepared questions. I asked them in order, and Col. Ryan replied to them slowly enough in most cases to enable me to take down the answers verbatim. Furthermore, Col. Ryan did not wander from the point, confining himself to the answers, which left me to lead the interview as planned. Nevertheless, these answers should not be used as direct quotations, because I can not guarantee that all of them are in Col. Ryan's exact words.

Q.
How does this recent dash of the 7th Armored Division compare with previously established wartime records for armored advance?

A.
Of course, I have no figures to go on, but compared with operations in France I think it parallels anything done there, on a basis of speed. It compares favorably with any other operation when the resistance, although spotty, and the type of terrain are considered. We feel that if it is not the outstanding one, it at least equals anyone else's record.

Q.
How does it compare with what the 7th Armored has previously done either on maneuvers or in combat?

A.
It exceeds anything we've ever done before.

Q.
Do you consider that there is anything in particular in the background of the Division which made its latest action so successful?
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A.
No, nothing in particular -- nothing of any special significance. Although the race across France was similar to a certain degree, all the senior commanders and many of the company grade officers were not in that operation. This was actually the first operation since last September at METZ where we've had a real armored division job to do. Gen. Hasbrouck applied what he had always figured as proper armored tactics, and executed them forcefully.

Q.
What was involved in the planning or the operation? Were several plans considered before one was adopted?

A.
Our initial study prior to commitment indicated that there was only one way to do it. We stuck to the plan, with the exception of last minute changes.

Q.
What were the changes?
A.
Well, we were to jump off on the 26th, objective LIMBURG. We had already been committed to this objective, and were going fast, when a complete change was ordered, making objective GIESSEN. This involved a complete shift of routes during darkness. A complete shift of supply and evacuation plans as well as operations was required.

Q.
What do you consider to be the most important factors contributing to the success of the operation?

A.
That goes back to the question of vigorous execution. We contend that a poor plan vigorously executed is more successful than a superior plan poorly executed. Once we had jumped off, there was damn little time for planning, though. Another big factor was the fact that our officers and men wanted to fight.
Q.
To what do you attribute this fighting spirit?
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NOTE: At this question, Col. Ryan hesitated for a minute and then smiled and said that he would not tell me why he thought this was. I said that I wished he would. He was then silent for another short period, and finally gave the following answer. Whether or not it was a second thought, I do not know:

A.
I think it was the result of two month's work on the part of the Division Commander and the Combat Commanders to instill in their subordinate commanders and men the belief that they were better than the German soldier -- to get them thinking offensively instead of defensively.

Then there were a number of little things: Corps had timed the commitment of the Division very nicely. The Division, for the first time in many months did not have to fight its way to the LD. A hole had been made and the Division was pushed through it at the right time.

Q. 
What particular supply problems were encountered?

A.
The initial planning for supply was such that we were prepared to take care of any changes in plan or situation, so that there was no time when lack of fuel or ammunition hampered the operation. The changes in direction involved, from the supply and evacuation standpoint, prodigious effort on the part of the G-4 and the Provost Marshal in marking the new routes and diverting traffic. From the time a Division Headquarters gets orders for such a change until the time it gets down to the drivers and other personnel who must carry out the order, there is a lag of at least 24 hours, during which it is necessary to get the personnel out there controlling and diverting the traffic, and to get others out marking new routes.
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Q.
Were there any Engineering problems? 

A.
Only on two occasions, when we had to build or repair stream crossings. This was not a major problem. We had anticipated the need for it.

Q.
How about communications?

A.
After the first day communications worked exceptionally well. It was during the first day while we were moving so fast through rugged terrain that we had a little trouble. The Task Forces moved so rapidly that they got out of range of our radios. Their range was already limited by the surrounding hills. After the first day we established a number of improvised relay stations. Communications were excellent thereafter. The principal difficulty on the first day was our having to debouch through a defile. As soon as they got through the narrow gap, the Task Forces fanned out rapidly, quickly getting out of range of the radios of elements waiting to pass through the defile.

Q.
Can you think of any other particular problems that had to be solved?

A.
Our most difficult problem was created by getting our orders so late.

Q.
What was the delay, do you know?
A.
I suppose Corps didn't get theirs quite on time, and there was a lag due to the distances involved. Our next biggest problem was navigation of the leading elements. They had to operate on 1:100,000 maps which can't be trusted except for main routes. We wanted to avoid main routes as much as possible because of the stronger enemy defenses likely to be encountered along them. After our direction was changed we nearly ran off the maps we had.
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Q.
Then you would rather have had 1:50,000s?
A.
They would have been perfect.

Q.
Why didn't you have the 1:50,000s?

A.
They were just not available...Haven't been printed, I guess.

Q.
Anything else?

A.
Our third big problem was the handling of prisoners. There were so damn many of them we didn't feel we could just let them wander in, because of the threat to our supply trains and vehicles. They were armed. Once we had rounded them up the big problem was trying to get someone to take them off our hands. We finally had to take rear echelon personnel, impress trucks, and take them way back to the Army cage at ZÜLPICH ourselves.

Q.
That seems a long way. Wasn't something done about it?

A.
We couldn't get anyone to come after them nor could we turn them loose. We'll have to use our own personnel and vehicles and tie them up for long stretches unless Army can let us concentrate them in a place where Army can establish a cage, or attach MPs or infantry to us to march them back.

Q.
Is this situation still unchanged?
A.
It was up to and including, the 31st.

Q.
If you were starting or carrying out this operation again, or one similar to it, is there anything you would do differently?

A.
Insofar as the tactical operations are concerned, No. Insofar as the administrative angle is concerned, yes: If we are to keep up the momentum of our drives, we need attached infantry to drop off at the larger towns to mop up. We didn't expect to have to do that, consequently we didn't ask for any attached infantry. As it was, we diverted a considerable part of our force to do this mopping up. Insofar as composition
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of forces and zones of advance were concerned, I see no need for changing what we had. In fact if our next mission is similar, we plan to use the same forces, just as we came up here.

Q.
Did you get any particular help from PWs or cat captured documents?
A.
No documents were used, but considerable information was received from prisoners as to the locations of small combat groups, route information, etc. They also gave us some little information about enemy troop movements.
Q.
What about civilians in these towns -- did they help or hinder?

A.
Neither. They just ran up their white flags, and kept out of the way.

-O-O-

(signed)


ROBERT E. MAXWELL


1st Lt. Cav.  AUS
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THE BRIDGEHEAD BREAKOUT

7th ARMORED DIVISION

(26-31 March 1945)

INTERVIEW WITH : Lt. Col. Everett W. Murray, G-2, 7th Armored Div

AT :  7th Armd Div CP (TAC)   MENDEN, Germany        3 April 1945

NO JOURNALS USED
INTERVIEWER : 1st Lt. Robert E. Maxwell, 2nd Info & Hist Serv (III Corps)


NO JOURNALS USED
NOTE: This interview was conducted standing up, in the middle of a rather sketchy tent encampment, which was the 7th And Div CP (TAC). It was a warm spring day and everyone seemed relaxed to the point of lassitude. Off in the woods to the north, bursts from an automatic weapon could be heard at frequent intervals. Each time this happened Col. Murray engaged in shouted speculations with people in tents and trailers nearby as to the origin and purpose of the firing. Although Col. Murray was very pleasant about the whole thing, he could not remember much about the operation, and gave rather perfunctory answers.

- - - -

At the start of the operation, enemy opposition was fairly well organized, if thin. The 9th and 99th Infantry Divisions had done a good job of opening up a hole in the enemy's defense ring, and softening up their determination to prevent a breakthrough, but there was still a little work for the division, particularly around DIERDORF, which was defended by about 150 enemy, supported by several SP guns. The town had been bombed previously by our air force. Barricaded behind the rubble, the enemy had decided to make a strong point of the place. They had to be dug out.
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After this initial resistance was overcome and the division broke out onto the autobahn, opposition became disorganized and scattered, and it became mostly a matter of locating centers of resistence and going around them. Once surrounded, the enemy gave up readily. The advance would go for several miles without a shot being fired, and then at the next road junction the column would encounter "some bird all set to give a fight."

Most of the defenses were very hasty--a few felled trees arranged as road blocks, often undefended. There was, very little digging, although it was difficult to tell whether some of the earthworks were slit trenches for air raid protection or whether they had been dug as fire trenches to hold up our advance. In any case, they were not very effective.

The division ran into a fight in GIESSEN, which was defended by a group of determined youngsters equipped with panzerfauste and machine pistols. They had set up numerous road blocks in the town. In spite of a few such scraps, enemy resistance in general was characterized by its disorganized aspect. Messages reached division headquarters announcing the capture of 38 or 40 prisoners with 19 or 20 different identifications--from bakery companies, butcher units and all sorts of service outfits, mixed in haphazardly with remnants of the regular combat units which had been pushed ahead of the drive from the RHINE.

Very little information was obtained about what lay ahead from PWs because most of them had been retreating so rapidly that they didn't know what was in the rear themselves. The main exception to this rule was in
-2-

the case of the prisoners taken at KIRCHHAIN, after the columns had changed the axis of advance from east to north. On the night that the change was being ordered, two enemy regiments had arrived by train from DENMARK, and had detrained in the area. Prisoners taken in this 12-hour battle were able to give a pretty good picture of what lay between them and the division objective, the EDERSTAU-SEE. Their reports that the intervening ground was very loosely defended proved to be accurate, as the division covered the distance in one day, meeting practically no resistance.


(signed)


ROBERT E. MAXWELL


1st Lt. Cav., AUS
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THE BRIDGEHEAD BREAKOUT

7th ARMORED DIVISION

(26-31 March 1945)

INTERVIEW WITH : Capt. Edward Kennedy, Asst. G-3, 7th Armd Div

AT : 7th Armd Div CP, vicinity FRANKENAU, Germany  3 April 1945


G-3 JOURNAL USED BY

MAPS:  Germany 1:100,000
Sheet S-2 KOBLENZ
INTERVIEWEE AS GUIDE

Sheet S-3 BAD NAUHEIM (Overlay No. 2)


Sheet R-3 MARBURG

       Germany 1:50,000
Sheet 80  ALTENKIRCHEN (Overlay No. 1)

INTERVIEWER : 1st Lt. Robert E. Maxwell, 2nd Info & Hist Serv (III Corps)

On the night of 25-26 March the 7th Armored Division, then established at LINZ, sent out a tactical headquarters to KURTSCHEID (F807150) in preparation for its forthcoming attack out of the REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD. The attack was to jump off at 0400 26 March, LD, the front lines of the 9th and 99th Infantry Divisions. The objective was LIMBURG (G2499).
The attack got under way with CCA on the right jumping off at 0420, and CCR on the left jumping off at 0600. The two combat commands were to follow the routes shown on overlay No. 1. The specific mission of CCA was to take LIMBURG and secure crossings of the LAHN, siezing the adjacent communications centers.

During the night of the 25-26 Capt. Wm. Gassert, the III Corps-7th Armd Div Liaison Officer, had left the Corps CP in LINZ with an overlay and verbal instructions changing the III Corps boundaries as shown in overlay No. 2. Capt. Gassert stopped at 7th Armd Main around 0200 on the 26th with this new information. 7th Armd Tac was on the road at the time and the new instructions were not received there until sometime after 0335, when the new CP was opened.

There was some confusion at Tac about how the new order was to be carried out. In the first place, no new mission had been assigned, the orders simply providing for a change in the zone of operations. The original objective, LIMBURG, did not lie in the new zone. Matters were further complicated by the speed of the movement and the disposition of the attacking
forces. CCR was divided into Task Force Griffin and Task Force Brown. CCA was split up into three-Task Force Ray, Task Force Wemple and Task Force King. Before the task forces could be reached, they had jumped off and were moving rapidly. Liaison Officers were sent out to each column as soon as possible with overlays of the new routes. All the task forces were reached in time and informed of the change with the exception of Task Force Brown, which got all the way to LIMBURG before it was stopped. During the rest of the day and the night of the 26-27, the attack progressed towards the new objectives along the DILL RIVER.

Task Force King reached its objective on the DILL at 1100 on the 27th. CCR had reached all its objectives by 1200. At 1350 Task Force Ray launched its attack against the objective at (G5525) on the east bank of the DILL, which was taken by 1400. Having reached their objectives the combat commands remained on them in the absence of further orders.

At 1720 on the 27th orders were received from III Corps directing that the attack be continued in the Corps zone to sieze and secure crossings of the LAHN in the vicinity of GIESSEN and to take that town. It was specified that GIESSEN would be captured the same day. CCR jumped off at 0025 on the 28th from the east bank of the DILL attacking northeast. By 0725 a bridge had been secured over the LAHN, and the attack was continued toward the key road centers between GIESSEN and the G77 N-S Grid line. CCR was on all of its objectives by 1435. At 1330 that afternoon CCR established contact with elements of the 3rd Armored Division in the vicinity of MARBURG (G7347).

CCA jumped off at 0300 on the 28th. As they reached the LAHN, roadblocks were established and left behind to cover the flank of their advance. CCA entered GIESSEN at 1500 in the, face of 88s being used as A/T weapons, and fire from enemy bazooka teams. The town was completely cleared by 2130.

-2-

CCB had been in reserve up until the 28th, on which day they advanced in the rear of CCR to a posotion north of GIESSEN, where they went into line between CCA and CCR. They were assigned an objective across the LAHN north of GIESSEN, and once across, were to proceed to the G77 N-S Grid and await further orders. CCB had the crossing by 1815 and were on their objectives along the G77 N-S Grid by 2400. Meanwhile instructions had been received at Corps to the effect that no advance would be made beyond the G77 N-S Grid except on orders from First Army.

On the afternoon of the 28th, Maj. Gen.      Van Fleet, the III Corps Commander visited the 7th Armored Division CP. The division was given an assembly area north of GIESSEN at this time, along the railroad KOLB (G823805) - KIRCHHAIN (G835480) - HOMBURG (G890370) to the LAHN. The division was to assemble in the area and then continue the attack north to the EDERSTAU-SEE. CCA was to be relieved in GIESSEN by the 99th Infantry Division at 1030 on the 29th. CCB moved out to the assembly area at 0700 on the 29th, having remained on its objectives on the G77 N-S Grid for want of further orders throughout the night. They had closed into the designated area by 1200 and were headed north in two columns ready to resume the attack towards the EDERSTAU-SEE.

The attack jumped off at 1535 and proceeded without much opposition until the columns began to approach KIRCHHAIN, where they were held up by an enemy force estimated at 900 men. Among these were two regiments which had evidently arrived from DENMARK during the previous night while our forces were sitting on their objectives along the G77 N-S Grid.

CCR had started out for the assembly area at 0428, and was not in a position to continue the attack until just about dusk, at which time they joined in the fight for KIRCHHAIN. The night was dark and rainy, and the battle continued on a house-to-house basis until 2400, by which time all
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resistance had been overcome. Operations were then suspended for the night.
The attack to the north was recommenced the following morning, CCR jumping off at 0540 followed by CCB at 0600. The subsequent advance was very lightly opposed--in many places not at all--and the dam at the EDERSTAU-SEE was captured at 1400 the same day.

At the time of the interview, the Division was awaiting orders in the general vicinity of their last objective.


(signed)


ROBERT  E.  MAXWELL


1st Lt., Cav., AUS
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2ND INFORMATION AND HISTORICAL SERVICE

(FIRST U.S. ARMY)

III Corps Team

APO 303 U.S. Army


7 Apr 1945

SUBJECT:  Correction and Approval of Historical Information
TO     :  Col. Reginald H. Hodgson, G-4, 7th Armored Division
1.  Attached is a draft of the information obtained from you by personnel of the III Corps Team, 2nd Information and Historical Service. This account is intended primarily to supplement the existing records and does not attempt to be complete in every detail.
2.  In order to assure accuracy of this information, it is suggested that you read the attached account, make such corrections as you deem necessary, add whatever pertinent information that you feel has been omitted, and return it to the undersigned, at your earliest convenience.
3.  In the text, certain blanks indicate where fuller information is desired, i.e., full names of personnel, where known, correct coordinates, etc. It is requested that these be filled in.
An endorsement of this letter is desired to the effect that the corrected account agrees with your knowledge of the operation.


Sgt Harvey R. George


APO 303 U.S. Army
BRIDGEHEAD BREAKOUT

 26-31 March 1945

Interview with: Lt Col Reginald H. Hodgson, G-4, 7th Armd Div Maj. David Roberts, Asst G-4, 7th Armd Div

At Div CP, vic Frankenau Germany, 3 April 1945

Maps used: Germany 1/100,000 Sheets S-2, R3

Interviewer, Sgt Harvey R. George, 2d Info and Hist Sv (III Corps)

At 0800 hours on the 26th of Mar, the G-4 of the 7th Armored Division, Lt Col Reginald H Hodgson, cleared the movement of the Division Trains with the G-4 Traffic of III Corps, to follow the tail of CCB with the Division Main CP. Later, a message was sent to the Division Trains changing the plans and they were directed to tie onto the tail of the Div troops instead. The Division Main left LINZ (187680) at 0950 hours and joined the tail of CCB at HARGARTEN (203721), moving thence to the TAC CP located E of KURTSCHEID (154805), arriving there at 1320. The Main and Tac CP's left KURTSCHEID at 1430 and proceeded to the town of DIERDORF (164943). After arriving there, at 1525, the Division G-4, Col Hodgson found the main route through town had been severely damaged by air attacks and was beyond immediate repair. This resulted in a decision by Col John L. Ryan Jr, Chief of Staff, 7th Armored Division to move the CP further east to SELTERS (      ), and after waiting in DIERDORF for 1 and 1/4 hours the Division CP moved east to SELTERS, arriving there at 1800 hours.

Company A of the 77th Medical Battalion had been split into two casualty clearing stations, one located at
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BONEFIELD (      ) on CCA's route and the other just west of DIERDORF, on the CCR route. After the decision had been made to move the Division CP to SELTERS, the Division Surgeon Lt Col John E Bolland returned to the clearing station at DIERDORF and arranged with the C0, 77th Medical Bn, Major Williams to move the company to new location of the division CP in SELTERS, and this move was affected at 1750. About this time word was received from the III Corps that the 978th FA Battalion had been detached from the 7th Armd Div due to the fact that they could not keep up with the movement of the division.

At noon on the 26th Mar, the division sent a message to CCR requesting a report on the PW situation and were answered almost immediately that they had 300 PW's at EPGERT (825202), and more were coming in all the time. Division Hq then notified them that they were sending them 6 trucks for the evacuation of these PW's. The PW situation throughout the division was becoming critical and the CC's were all reporting large numbers of PW's. CCR, in particular, reported that the PW's in their area were running into thousands. (Col Hodgson stated at this time that the division had evacuated 13,000 PW's in four days)! At 2100 on 26 Mar, CCR again requested transportation for 200 PW's they had at KUHNHOFFEN (090149), and prior to that, at 2030, CCA had reported to G-2 that Task Force Wemple had 1000 PW's on their hands and they would have to, be taken off their hands if they were expected to continue on their mission. Division Trains was
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notified and the PW's were picked up.
On 27 Mar the Division CP moved to a field in the vicinity of GERMUNDEN (645865), closing in by 1130 hours. At 0335 hours, 28 Mar, a message was received by Col Hodgson, from Col ________ Hart, CO, 440th FA Bn, that, although they had plenty of gas, water, and ammunition, PW's they had on their hands were impairing their movement. This matter was referred to the Artillery section and Col Hart was directed to march the PW's to the CCR collecting point where they would be picked up by Division Trains. On 27 Mar, Division Trains notified the Division G-4 that he planned to move all gas and rations to west of SELTERS, providing the roads were clear.

The clogging of the roads was becoming a problem inasmuch as the infantry divisions were falling in behind the 7th Armored combat troops as soon as they passed, thus curtailing the traffic necessary for the 7th Armored troops.

The situation on PW's was becoming more serious all the time so Col Hodgson sent a message to all unite that the Division PW collecting point was located at MEUDT (G115105), and all small groups of PW's were to be delivered there by the various CC's. The message further stated that all group of 1000 or more were not to be moved but the position and number of PWs was to be reposrted and the Division would evacuate them. The Division CP in the meantime had moved to HOLTZHAUSEN (      ) and at 1430 hours, 28 Mar, Col Hodgson was notified that 3,760 PWs had been evacuated to Army inclosures and that there were approximately 2,500 more in the units, and in division inclosures awaiting evacuation.

The afternoon of the 27th a message was received by Col Hodgson, from Col William A Smith, III Corps Quartermaster,
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to the effect that, in view of the absence of telephone communication, and the fast moving tactical situation, information concerning Division QM installations be sent by the fastest means possible. This information was to be used for the locating of Class I & III supply points for the division. That evening the Division Quartermaster, Lt Col Austin A Miller, sent a message to Col Hodgson asking what kind of rations should be issued to the combat forces and was answered by the G-4 telling him to request K-rations. At 1900 that evening CCB said they had converted 3 ammunition trucks to gas trucks and needed empty gas cans to procure additional gas. Col Hodgson sent word for them to pick up all empty gas cans between their location and the class III dump and that the shortages would be made up at the Service Park. At about this same time word was received front the Division QM that III Corps had delivered them 30,000 gallons of gasoline, using DUKW's for transportation.

At 2045 that night the Division Train commander was notified that the division was attacking West objective on the LAHN river (70 grid line) and the CG, Maj Gen. Robert W Hasbrouck had directed that all PW's on hand be turned over to anyone who would take them. That same night the Division Surgeon (________ had directed, that the CO, _____________ Divisional Trains, was to send a clearing section of A company, 77th Medical Bn from SELTERS to HOLTZHAUSEN.

The already critical PW situation was becoming more of a problem, Maj Gen Hasbrouck had given the 89th
 Reconnaissance Squadron the mission of collecting and evacuation PWs so CCB and CCR could continue on their mission. A message coming through G-2 indicated that the 89th Recon Sqdn had such a quantity of PW
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on hand that the evacuation problem was getting beyond their control. A message was then sent to the 89th Recon Sqdn by Col Hodgson to march all the PWs (small groups) to a location (G301249), that III Corps had been requested to take over in the morning (28th).
On the morning of the 28th Maj David Roberts, Asst G-4 went to the PW inclosure of CCA, 2 miles west of Wetzler, arriving, there he found approximately 680 PWs, and the two trucks used to transport them with flat tires. Maj Roberts sent a message to the Division Trains requesting a detail for the relief of the CCA guards, and for arrangements for evacuation of the PWs. The relief of the guards and the evacuation of the PWs was affected that afternoon. That same morning, Col Hodgson sent a message to III Corps stating that there were approximately 60 carloads of German equipment at WETZLER (G535193), and requested that 9th Infantry Division be notified to take over. In the meantime, the Division CP was moving and closed in near HOHENSOLM about 1300. That night Col Hodgson notified the Train Commander,           , to move the trains forward to OBERLEMP (G500280) - ALTENKIRCHEN (G510315) area and all units were notified of this change.

At 1300 hours, 28 Mar, CCA sent a message that 1000 American PW had been liberated at ATZBACH (G604203), and requested transportation for them. They were American PWs who were being marched from LIMBURG when they were liberated and were in a pitiful state of well-being. It was planned to take them to Stalag Luft PW camp at WETZLER to be cared for by Air Corps officers who had been liberated that morning. Col.             , the
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Division Surgeon went to CCA to assist in taking care of the American PWs and was able to get them under roofs, school-buildings etc. The Division QM was directed, that night, to send rations, D.T. powder and blankets for these men. Col Hodgson stated that the truck carrying the ration got lost and never did reach the men. Maj Roberts then went down at this time and moved the men to a permanent camp at WETZLER.
On the night of 28 Mar Col Hodgson sent a message to ____________, Trains Commander stating that Gen Hasbrouck wanted the figures on PW as they stood that night. The following figures were returned: 4,652 - turned over to Army, 1500 - on hand in Division inclosure, Trains area.

On 29 Mar the Division CP was moved from HOHENSOLM, east across the LAHN RIVER to a bivouac area in a field southeast of HACHBORN (735360). In the meantime Col Hodgson and Maj Roberts left to visit Stalag Luft, where the American Air Corps PWs were located. Col Stark, in charge of the camp, was contacted and asked if he could take over the other liberated American PWs. Col Stark said that he had ample clothing, bedding, delousing powder, food and shower facilities to take care of these men until such a time as Army personnel could take over and process these men. Maj Roberts then went to the location of the American PWs and, using a German truck for the ones that were too feeble to walk, the remainder, approximately 650, walking, started the 5-mile march from east of Geissen to WETZLER.

The 3rd Bn, 39th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division was tentatively attached for future operations and G-4 was directed to prepare to take care of them in supply, maintenance

and evacuation. 950 rations were issued to them on 31 Mar.
Class III supplies issued from 26 Mar, at the start of the drive to the present time, 3 April are as follows:
Gasoline- 266,540 gallons

Diesel fuel- 1,000 gallons 
#50 Oil    - 3,000 gallons

#30 Oil    - 2,800 gallons

#l Grease  - 1,400 pounds

#2 Grease  -   900 pounds

 On 30 Mar the Division CP was moved from HACHBORN to SW of FRANKENAU (835775) and are at present in that location.


Sgt Harvey R. George

THE BRIDGEHEAD BREAKOUT

TASK FORCE BROWN, CCR

7th ARMORED DIVISION

(26-31 March 1945)

INTERVIEW WITH : Lt. Col John C. Brown, CO 40th Tank Bn

                 Maj. Emerson Wolfe, Exec O, 40th Tank Bn.

AT :  Command Post, 40th Tank Bn, Vic JÜHNDE, Germany  21 April 1945

MAPS:  Germany 1:100,000
Sheet S-2 (KOBLENZ)


Sheet S-3 (BAD NAUHEIM)


Sheet R-3 (MARBURG)


JOURNALS USED BY INTERVIEWEES AS GUIDES

OVERLAYS :
Marked maps showing routes of advance will be submitted with the after-action report of the unit, which is in turn submitted as a supporting document to the after-action report of the 7th Armored Division.

INTERVIEWERS : 1st Lt. Robert E. Maxwell

               T/4 Harvey R. George     2nd Info & Hist Serv (III Corps)

On the night: of the 25-26 March, CCR, 7th Armored Division was assembled in the vicinity of NOTSCHIED (F717226). The attack was to jump off at 0400 on the 26th. CCR was to follow CCA. About midnight the orders were changed. CCR was to proceed to the autobahn in the vicinity of the bivouac area, and was to advance down this route to the southeast. (NOTE: CCR was split up into two task forces, Task Force Griffin and Task Force Brown. The following narrative chiefly concerns Task Force Brown, which was selected as being representative.)

The line of departure was the front line of the 9th and 99th Infantry Divisions, and the original objective was designated as LIMBURG (M235985). Considerable difficulty was encountered in reaching the autobahn, as all approaches to the highway had been blown. A hasty reconnaissance had been made after the change in plan was announced, but no suitable approaches were discovered. The task force proceeded
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in a general easterly direction over the secondary road not in the direction of the LD. A suitable approach to the autobahn was eventually discovered in the vicinity of WILLROTH (F853186). The LD ran generally through HARSCHBACH - KIRCHDORF - URBACHUBERDORF. The first objective after crossing the LD was DIERDORF (F945165).

As Task Force Brown approached DIERDORF it was met with considerable A/T fire. The air force had done a thorough job of bombing the town, and the advance of the task force was further hampered by craters and rubble in the streets of the town. However, one tank succeeded in crossing the bridge over the HOLZ before enemy A/T fire became so heavy as to pin down the whole column. Rather than attempt to bull his way straight through, Col. Brown decided to divide his force and envelop the town. One column went north to WIENAU and secured a crossing of the HOLZ at that point. The remainder of the task force went south to GIERSHOFEN and crossed there. The two columns reassembled on the road between DIERDORF and BRUCKRACHDORF, at about 1145. One tank-dozer with its crew was lost in DIERDORF as a result of enemy mortar fire.

DIERDORF proved to be the last point in the enemy's defensive ring around the REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD that Task Force Brown was to encounter. Once the town was passed the operation took on the characteristics of a pursuit of a thoroughly disorganized enemy. The task force, proceeding down the road toward SELTERS, began to overrun large groups of the fleeing enemy. These presented a difficult problem, because after Task Force Brown had broken out of DIERDORF, their advance progressed at such a rate that contact had been lost with the following infantry. No other
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provision had been made for the control of prisoners; in fact, the initial instructions to the task force had indicated that resistance was to be bypassed wherever possible and that prisoners were to become the responsibility of the following infantry. Since the infantry was not on hand, the task force commander felt obliged to establish some sort of control over the hundreds of Germans who were surrendering as the column sped towards its objectives. Accordingly, a squad was left behind in MAXSAIN (G035160) to take over the large group of PWs being assembled there. By the time the task force had reached, FREILINGEN, A message was received from MAXSAIN requesting additional help. Another squad was sent back, and by the next morning some 2400 PWs had collected in MAXSAIN.

Task Force Brown continued its advance towards the day's objectives, OBERTIEFENBACH (G275065) and HECKHOLZHAUSEN (G300097). Their route carried them through OUIRNBACH, HELFERSKIRCHEN, NIEDERAHR, OBERAHR ETTINGSHAUSEN, HAHN, MEUDT, BEROD, WALLMEROD, HUNDSANGEN, MALMENEICH, NIEDERHADAMAR, HADAMAR, OBERWEYER, STEINBACH, OBERTIEFENBACH. At this last named town, Task Force Sweat dropped off and consolidated, while Task Force Wolfe proceeded to the second objective at HECHHOLZHAUSEN. Both towns were outposted in all directions, consolidation being complete at 1600.

The territory in the rear of the task force was by this time the scene of almost indescribable confusion. The task force was not in communication with any other friendly force, being too far ahead of even its own combat command. Friendly planes, not realizing that the great masses of overrun Germans swarming along the roads in all directions
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had ceased to resist, constantly strafed their formations there-by chasing them off the roads and into the woods. Enemy equipment of all types littered the countryside, much of it in perfectly useable condition. Mixed in with the disorganized Germans were great numbers of liberated allied prisoners of war and slave laborers from the countries formerly occupied by the Germans. There had been no time to round up the large part of these PWs and disarm them, but the enemy was so bewildered and confused that he failed to take advantage of his opportunity to reform in the rear of the task force and counterattack. Enemy columns in some semblance of order were marching to the rear, under the impression that they were retreating. Several of these columns marched right into the outposts around the task force objectives before they realized that they had been overrun. Only one of these columns chose not to surrender, so it was promptly set afire by the outposts. While Task Force Brown was sitting on its objectives, it frequently became necessary to send tanks out to intercept retreating enemy columns as they passed from the rear. The invariable reaction was one of surprise to find American troops in what they thought was German-held territory. The strafing planes continued their work until nightfall, and due to the general confusion of the situation, unfortunately knocked out several friendly vehicles from the trains of the task force which had got separated from the main column. Task Force Brown had covered 47 road miles since the jump-off that morning, and had completely disrupted the enemy forces in the intervening territory.

Task Force Brown remained on its objectives during the night of the 26-27 for want of further orders. A liaison officer was expected hourly

-4-

with orders for the next day's attack, but he did not arrive. In the meantime, elements of the 9th Infantry Division were entering the area. Without specific instructions, Col. Brown was making plans to move on at 0400 on the 27th, in the same general direction of the previous day's advance. During the night, a message was received from the division commander Maj. Gen. Robert W. Hasbrouck, directing the task force to remain where it was until further orders were given. At 0700 on the 27th Gen. Hasbrouck visited Col. Brown's CP, and gave him verbal orders to move out that morning toward objectives at KATZENFURT (G434245) and DILLHEIM (G448235), passing through CCB.

In accordance with these instructions, Task Force Brown moved out at 1145, and advanced to the designated objectives, meeting practically no resistance along the way. About 180 prisoners were taken, and the new objectives were both reached by 1345. Orders were then received directing the task force to move out during darkness to secure crossings of the LAHN. The column got under way at 0015 on the 28th.

Proceeding via EHRINGHAUSEN, KOLSCHHAUSEN, NIEDERLEMP, OBERLEMP, BERMOLL, GROSS ALTENSTÄDEN, ERDA, FRANKENBACH, KRUMBACH, KIRCHVERS, REIMERSHAUSEN, OBERWALGERN, FRONHAUSEN, crossings were secured at BELLNHAUSEN and ROTH by 0650 on the morning of the 28th. Opposition to the advance was not very determined. The principal problems were navigation in the darkness, and road blocks caused by the wreckage of vehicles destroyed in the roads by friendly aircraft the previous day. The route of advance was lined with dug-in enemy infantry who seemed quite willing to surrender as the column approached. However, the Task

-5-

Force, intent on reaching its objectives, did not stop to accept their surrender.

After the crossings of the LAHN had been secured, the task force advanced to its final objectives, HASSENHAUSEN (G707348), HACHBORN (G743364), EBSDORF G760378) and LEIDENHOFEN (G765370). These objectives were taken, but the surrounding area had not yet been cleared. Col. Brown and his driver were proceeding from EBSDORF to another one of the task force positions in the rear, when they were ambushed by a group of the bypassed enemy. From a farmhouse in the vicinity of (G724356) a bazooka team fired on Col. Brown's peep. The enemy then rushed out to the scene and captured Col. Brown. Leaving his driver for dead, they hustled him off into the woods in the rear of the farm-house. Fortunately, Lt. Hofstetter was following Col. Brown's peep. He had the presence of mind to dismount from his own vehicle and conceal himself in the roadside ditch. The area seemed to be full of enemy, in a position to prevent Lt. Hofstetter from going to the rear to get help, but he was able to radio for assistance. Meanwhile, Col. Brown's captors were marching him towards their rear through the woods. "I could just see myself walking to Berlin. I was limping pretty badly. The guard seemed to be in a hurry and he let me walk a little behind. Just then, a machine gun opened up right over our heads. By this time, I was already contemplating escape, but I kept seeing Jerries all around. I hit the ground, and so did the guard. After the first burst from the machine gun, he got up again, and motioned to me to come on. I pretended to raise up, and let him get about 30 yards ahead of me. Then I took off. I ran about 800 yards until I came to one of our
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own tanks. The driver said he didn't know I was around, but that they were out looking for me. It was just luck that there was one close by. It scared the Jerry and gave me hope. Between the two of then, I got away."
The objectives for the next day were AMONEBURG (G835450), KLEINSEELHEIM (G810460) and KIRCHHAIN (G834477). The attack jumped off at 0430 on the 29th. The Task Force was split into two sub-task forces, Task Force Wolfe, and Task Force Sweat. TF Wolfe was to take the first two objectives, and TF Sweat was to take the other one. The column jumped off, Task Force Wolfe leading. AMONEBURG and KLEINSEELHEIM were practically undefended, but KIRCHHAIN proved to be another story. Task Force Sweat went in very fast (about 15 mph) right to the edge of town. There were three bridges which the enemy had mined. TF Sweat immediately deployed and covered the bridges by fire to prevent the enemy from carrying out his demolitions. The town itself proved to be a veritable hornet's nest. It was defended by two regiments of brand new troops which had just arrived in the area from DENMARK the night before. The town was well prepared for a defense. Positions were well dug in and carefully camouflaged. Sniping and mortar fire became quite hot. In marked contrast to resistance encountered elsewhere in the operation, the defenders of KIRCHHAIN put up a very stubborn fight. The town was shelled with smoke and white phosphorous, and an infantry bridgehead was pushed into the edge of town. The enemy resistance was so determined that the task force commander requested permission to withdraw from the town and blast it out with artillery. The request was
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denied because division plans called for the use of the route through KIRCHHAIN, but additional help was sent from the reserve combat command. Task Force Beatty was sent around behind the town to support the attack of Task Force Brown from the rear of the enemy. This maneuver proved successful, and resistance in the town was ended. Task Force Beatty took about 200 prisoners and Task force Brown accounted for about 400 more. More than a hundred enemy dead were left in the town. Most of these reinforcements from DENMARK were very young -- between 16 and 18 years old -- and they displayed a fanaticism in their defense more characteristic of the earlier days of the war. On being captured, some of them wept openly.

Just before dark, the task force had received orders to continue night operations only if moonlight conditions were favorable. Visibility had been poor all day, and as the battle for KIRCHHAIN progressed total darkness descended on the attackers. Consequently, when resistance in the town came to an end, operations were suspended for the night.

At daylight the next morning, Task Force Brown moved out once more with the mission of taking the high ground on the south shores of the EDERSTAU-SEE. While on the march a message was received to the effect that CCR was to be prepared to take the dam at the east end of the lake on order. The march north was made through badly canalized terrain. The road net was poor, and it led through heavily wooded country. The enemy had made hasty attempts to block the advance through the use of road blocks made of logs and hurriedly dug antitank ditches. In several instances the advancing column found fires still burning at the sites of these obstructions, apparently left by the enemy workers as they fled to the rear. The route taken led through ANZIFAHR, BETZIESDORF, SCHÖNSTADT,
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SCHWARTZENBORN, BRACHT, ROSENTHAL, OBERHOLZHAUSEN, RÖMERSHAUSEN, HAUBERN, DÖNHOLZHAUSEN, and ALLENDORF to FRANKENAU. At FRANKENAU, the column divided, Task Force Sweat taking the road north toward ALTENLOTHEIM, and Task Force Wolfe proceeding northeast in the direction of FREBERSHAUSEN. At EMDENAU Task Force Wolfe turned north toward the lake. Upon reaching the shore of the lake, TF Wolfe turned east in the direction of the dam. At this point a liaison plane reported dug-in enemy infantry ahead. Shortly afterwards the lead tank in the column spotted 88 and light flak gun positions. In the rear of Maj. Wolfe's column, one battery of artillery was firing direct support for him. Following a devastating barrage laid down by the artillery, the tanks pushed forward to the dam, siezing it and the first bridge south of it at 1330 on the 30th. There was some evidence that the dam had been prepared for demolition, but the charges were not in place. Just as the dam was being taken, a task force from CCB arrived on the scene, and the operation came under the control of CCB. At 2300 that night, Task Force Wolfe was relieved of responsibility for the dam, but remained in the area in case further action developed.

On the 31st, Task Force Brown pulled back to the vicinity of FRANKENAU where it remained for the next two days.


(signed)


ROBERT E. MAXWELL


1st Lt., Cav.,AUS


(signed)


HARVEY R. GEORGE


T/4          AUS
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� Transcribed from the original documents in Folder 290 ("Limburg (The Bidgehead Breakout)") of Box 24098 (Combat Interviews - Folders 288-292) of Record Group 407 (Adjutant General’s Office) at National Archives II in College Park, MD by Wesley Johnston, son of Walter Johnston of Company “B”, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion. The original spellings and format are generally retained in the transcript. Word wrap in which a line of text continues to the next line is not necessarily as in the original. If there is any question of accuracy, please contact Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) so that the original scanned images can be checked to assure that the transcript does or does not match the original.


� This is as in the original.





