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Deals with the relief of the 9th Armored Division after they had established the bridgehead, and of the 7th Armored Division taking it over. Problems which arose were the civilians in a part of their sector and saboteurs at large, mostly Hitler Jugend.
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THE REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD
7-20 March 1945
7th Armored Division

Interviews with: Lt. Col. Everett W. Murray, G-2, 7th Armored Division
                 Maj. Otto L. McBride, Asst, G-3, 7th Armored Division
Place: VILLIP, Germany.      Date: 21 March 1245

Interviewer: Capt. Kenneth W. Hechler, 2d Information & Hist. SV. (III C)

After the establishment of the bridgehead of the 9th Armored Division at REMAGEN, the 7th Armored Division was summoned from V Corps to relieve the 9th Division in BAD GODESBERG and undertake security outposting of the line from a point half a mile below the Ludendorf Bridge north to a point halway between BONN and BAD GODESBERG. The task of defending this line was not a complicated one. It consisted of posting a defense line with armored infantry along the river, delivering artillery across the river, and preparing defensive fires, none of which were employed.

The enemy did not react in the sector of the 7th Armored Division. During the early part of the period, interdictory artillery fire was placed by the enemy on road junctions along the river. Of the points where this fire was placed, MEHLEM was the hottest spot.
Col. Murray states that the biggest problem which the 7th Armored Division faced was not enemy in uniform, but the civilians in BAD GODESBERG. This presented the biggest CIC and G-5 difficulty that has yet been faced in any fair-sized German city. In the first place, there were many soldiers in civilian clothes in the town, and they had to be rounded up and the entire population combed and registered. Secondly, saboteurs were at large. Six members of the Hitler Jugend-- 15-year old youths-- were captured with TNT which they had planned to use when they found an expedient occasion. They had no definite instructions regarding the employment of demolitions as sabotage, so they
told interpreters.

Approximately 600 former members of the Wehrmacht turned themselves in at the town of BAD GODESBERG. Col. Murray said that no unusual techniques were employed in screening the civilians there, but the city was large, the process took longer, and provided more potential dangers than any other sector.
When the 7th Armored Division was defending the river line, it had the 1st Division on the north and the 14th Cavalry Group on its south flank. It can be assumed, states Maj. McBride, that if anything dangerous was floated downstream the 14th Cavalry Group's defenses would have caught it above the 7th Armored's sector.


KENNETH W. HECHLER

Capt. Inf.
� Transcribed from the original documents in Folder 289 ("Remagen Bridgehead") of Box 24098 (Combat Interviews - Folders 288-292) of Record Group 407 (Adjutant General’s Office) at National Archives II in College Park, MD by Wesley Johnston, son of Walter Johnston of Company “B”, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion. The original spellings and format are generally retained in the transcript. Word wrap in which a line of text continues to the next line is not necessarily as in the original. If there is any question of accuracy, please contact Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) so that the original scanned images can be checked to assure that the transcript does or does not match the original.





