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4th I and H

Notes written by Lt R E Merriam 27 October, Someren, Holland, at 7 Armored Div CP.

27 October


During month of October 7 Armored Division held wide area of front facing toward Germany in Eastern Holland. At times this front was as great as 25 miles long. On 26 October Division situation was as follows: CCB holding bridgehead area on North flank of Division zone, holding four bridges across key canals in this area. CCR was in Division reserve in the vicinity of Asten; 87th Rcn Squadron held a long front extending from 7001600
 extending S along Deurne Canal and then SW along Canal du Nord to 680993
 (see attached overlay). CCA with Hqs in Weert was holding with outposts from that point S to 660910, and Belgian Brigade completed Division sector.


Division troops at that time consisted of Tks 17, 31, and 40; Inf 23, 38, and 48; Art 434, 440, 489; 87th Cav Rcn Sqd; 77 Med Bn; 147 Sig. Co.; 129 Ord Bn; and 33 Eng Bn. In addition, attachments included 814 TD Bn, 774th FA Bn, 203rd AA Bn, 25 Br FA Rgt; and Belgian Brigade.


During the night of 26-27 October enemy activity was noted in vic 675021 and 655007. From 0615-0625 heavy shellfire fell on our lines. At 0630 counterattack was launched across the canals in assault boats. Main force crossed between 710115 and 729073; secondary force of 60 crossed Canal du Nord between 684028 and 710040, and to SW a third force of two patrols, one of 25 the other 30-60,
 crossed the canal between 620994 and 660041. Artillery preparation was heavy. 200 rounds fell on OP at Neerkant, 200 rds near A Btry (?) _____. Described as big stuff.


Initial enemy drive seems to have been against Meijel approximately 2000 yds inside canal line. Forces
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of Troop C
 87 Rcn Sqd fell back under steady enemy pressure to vicinity Meijel, and reported general area from Meijel to Heitrak under heavy artillery and S/A fire. Enemy forces have penetrated by this time to Meijel, and by this time he was reinforcing his troops across the canals in considerable numbers. At 0750 the enemy had penetrated into Meijel with 200 men, and under this unrelenting pressure C troop of the 87th withdrew to outskirts of the town, and immediately prepared plans for a counterattack to retake the town. Their first step was to call for artillery fire on enemy positions in the town. At 1014 the B and C Troops of the 87th counterattacked the enemy in Meijel, and by 1140 had reached outskirts of town and church. No enemy AT fire, but active mortar and mg fire was apparent. They had lost contact with troops on their right flank. Enemy resistance seemed to stiffen, and by 1300 he had brought up tanks to the town. Our troops were pinned down in Meijel by the heavy fire.


The CG at 1100 had visited 87th and had then directed that if Meijel were not taken by 1300 CCR was to be committed
 and was to recapture Meijel, and drive enemy E of the Canal. Previously Companies of the 48th AIB had been alerted to reinforce the 87th Cav Rcn in their battle for Meijel, and one co. of medium tanks to back up the AIB. As the companies approached the vicinity of 700070 troops of the 87th withdrew from their hopeless fight at Meijel and joined the 2 cos of the 48th in setting up a defensive line, troop C of the 87th being sent to left flank of position to screen, and the tanks being in defensive positions taken of their line. Here the position was stabilized for the night. To the north where Troop D
 was holding the
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canal position, enemy launched strong attack toward Heitrak. 87th attempt to organize strong line to E of Meijel-Heitrak line. Strong enemy forces crossed line to N of Heitrak. At 0915 forces estimated at 250 crossed on bridge. Strong shelling at that point and to the S. enemy pressure in this area continued strong, and 2 co's 17 Tk Bn were sent to support D Trp 87th in vic 681130. As enemy pressure continued to increase 814 TD bn was ordered to sent one co. to 17 Tk Bn at RJ S of Liesel, to be formed into TF Wemple. TF Wemple included the co of TD's, two co's of 17th Tk Bn, and D Trp 87th Rcn. One platoon, Co. C 48th AIB was E Neerkant - with 3P/87 - cut off infiltrated back. Most of these forces had come from CCR in Division reserve in vic Asten. At 1130 it became apparent enemy was sending strong force across river in vic Heitrak. One column of four tigers was spotted crossing canal (see D/87 report), and another column of 10 vehicles including two tanks camouflaged as haystacks were spotted at 704124, column where M8 entered picture, to N of Heitrak. Repeated attacks employing tanks and infantry in the Hoogebrug, Neerkant, Meijel area allowed the enemy to enlarge and maintain his bridgehead. At 1520 enemy began shelling of Liesel, and shortly thereafter increased pressure on Neerkant forced withdrawal there, after enemy infantry and four tanks entered town.


Further to the S in the Zone A trp 87th Rcn enemy crossing were also made in 3rd and 1st platoon areas (plat ldr + 2 sections of 3rd platoon were cut off. Ldrs grave found. Civilians betrayed foour of soldiers to Germans. 1st plat surrounded but withdrew) and all platoons A Trp forced to withdraw about 100 yds to road line. CCA on the right flank of A/87 was to establish close liaison with A/87 and be prepared to take care of situation developing there.
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A co of tks (40th) + a platoon Inf were sent to area by CCA attached to CCR with A/87 formed into TF Nelson. Arrived destination 1701. surrounded by the enemy with mg's on both flanks as well as in front. A and B Troops withdrew dismounted, B troop through the swamps to its read, and stabilized their positions as shown on attached overlays.


In a small action in the Belgian Brigade sector the enemy moved into Thorn with losses of 33 PW, 7 wounded, and 3 killed. Our casualties were 1 killed, 5 wounded.


In the meantime CCB was relieved by British of its bridgehead sector, and by 2250 had closed into assembly area prepared to counter-attack the next day.


We find at the end of the day that 87th Rcn Squadron which had withstood initial shock of enemy counter-attack, was now reinforced in all sectors, and that enemy had pushed back troop all along the line, but had succeeded in capturing only Meijel and Neerkant, that we still were astride the Meijel-Liesel road from N of Neerkant to Liesel.

Vehicle losses -

Personnel losses -

27 Oct

	Following preparatory art fire en forces using assault boats launched atk across Canal La Deurne W. toward Meijel at 0630. Main force crossed canal between 710115 and 729073. Secondary atk with force of 60 t canal Du Nord between 684028 and 710040. To SW another force at 620994 to 660041 by two patrols, one 30-40 and other 25 men.


	G-2 Periodic

262100-

272100

	87th Cav Rcn Sq recd attack about 0630 and increasing in intensity thereafter.


	G-3 per.

	En motorcycle and motorboat heard in vic 675021 at 2010 and 2100 87th Cav


	Msg to G-2, 2215, 27 Oct

	En vehicle activity believed to be H/T at 655007 0200


	Msg to G-2, 27 Oct

	Counteratkd at 725164.


	Msg to G-2

0630

	200 rds art fell on op at Neerkant, 200 rds near A Btry 0613, big stuff. 25 to rds rptd by 434th


	Msg DivArty to G-2, 27 Oct, 0745

	Now 200 en in Meijel


	Msg 87th to G-2, 0750

	General area from Meijel to Heitrak real heavy art + S/A fire-forces in Meijel. We shall attempt to org line of defense E. of Heitrak-Meijel rd. Sit N of Heitrak ok. To SW strong en patrols in vic Budschop area


	Msg 87th to G-a, 0815, 27 Oct

	250 En crossing at 708116 at 0915. Civ rpts br being const at 719089 at 0915


	87 to G-2,27 Oct. 0950

	En trying to break thru 707122. Hvy shelling S of that point


	87 to G-2 0930 27 Oct

	23rd Rpts Arty conc from 0615-0625 at app 723174. 25 to 50 rds. 31st rpts S/A fire vic 694155. Hvy arty vic 668155 at 0630, and at 704178.


	

	48th AIB alerted to Reinf 87th. 48 prepare plans to retake Meijel if necessary.


	C/S to Co CCR, 0715, 27 Oct

	23 rpts en quiet now


	CCB to G-3 0800 27 Oct

	Meijel is not ours. We are not in town. Our arty is firing thereon. Elms of CCr have rptd to C.o. 87th.


	87th to G-3 no time, 27 Oct

	Two co 17 Tk Bn to vic 681130. One co. Med Tks to Reinforce 48 AIB
	Telephone msg fr S-2, CCR
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	2 Troops 87 Cav Rcn Sq attacked Meijel 1014


	Msg CG 7AD to CG VIII Corps Br, 1040

	En ptrl 0650 hrs infiltrated outskirts of Thorn. Atk by three motor units and 25 PWS taken - Luftwaffe troops. En in vic still resisting and being engaged.


	Msg Bel Br to G-3, 0935

	814 TD Bn ordered by C/S to send one Plat to 17 Tk Bn at RJ S of Liesel and one co. minus plat to 87 Rcn Sq CP and to inform C/S when they leave and progress


	Tele C/S to 814 TD, 1125 27 Oct

	send entire co. to RJ


	1045 - C/S

	Our arty fired on en mg and inf at 74831739 at 0940


	Msg CCB to G-3, 27 Oct 1010

	100 en rptd with mg rptd at 705075 at o800. Also 100-200 en came into Meijel at 0630 under art barrage


	Div Arty-msg to G-2, 0945

	60 en at 706037 at 1000.


	msg 87 to G-2 1020

	Our attack on Meijel jumped off at 1014


	msg 87 to G-2 1030

	We have reached the outskirts of town and are at the church now. No AT as yet. Some casualties from Mortars, Mg's, etc. No info as to the sit on right flank. We sent out patrols to make contact, but not rpt. Our trps still going forward.


	Tele 87, Capt Kaiser, to G-3, 27 Oct, 1140

	440 rpts est 250 en 710115


	Msg Div Arty G-2, 1115

	Column to vehicles crossing canal. Have fired on one tiger, spotted three more


	Tele 87th Rcn D Trp to G-3 1130

	En resistance in Meijel area reported stronger, progress very slow


	Tele from Ln Off, 87 to G-3 1245

	Three en tks in Meijel, 710068. En mgs at 703072


	Tele 87 Rcn to G-3, 1300

	We lost two lt tks. Our trs are pinned down in Meijel by Mg fire. Panzer fausts (en tk bazookas) are reported. The tk we reported previously as being knocked out (Msg 1150 to G-2) has been definitely identified as Mk VI. The crew escaped. Report from A/87-center plat - they tried to contact them, found completely surrounded with mgs on both flanks as well as is front of them. Estimate 100-150 en in that vic. Actually counted 35 in one spot.


	Tele S-2, 87 to G-3, 1235

	10 vehicles incl 2 tks moving S at 704124. tks camouflaged as haystacks

PW's taken at Meijel report mission to seize HOF and hold N-s line
	CG to net, 1245
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	CCA establish close ln with A/87 on left and be prepared to take care of situation developing there. 31st alerted to assist 17th if needed in vic 682128, minus co protecting n flank


	Tele to S-3 CCA, 1100

	Task force of CCR moved to atk posns Vic Meijel at 1328

Time of relieft of CCB in Brhd by 11 Armd Div being coordinated now.


	CG 7 AD to CG Corps, 1405

	En column sighted at 708122 and arty fires-good results


	Msgs Div Arty to G-2 1200 + 1215

	D/87 forced back 200 yds (2 N plats) S plat forced back 800 yds fr last nights position by tks. Trying to get locations, number, types. Apparently plenty of support TD's and 17 Tk Bn helping them.


	Tele S-2, 87th to G-3, 1415

	CO, 87 Rpts resistance not heavy. I have instructed him to push fwd if he can otherwise hold until CO 48 AIB arrives.


	Tele CO, CCR to G-3, 1425

	At 1100 at 87 CP CCR was directed that if 87 had not retaken Meijel by 1300 CCR would take over and drive the enemy E of the canal and seize and hold Meijel (above order issued by CG while at CP


	report of Capt Jackson aide, to G-3 at 1300

	CCB to be relieved from northern positions and move S prepared to counter-attack.


	CG, 1520

	Increased arty frie 718080.


	Msg to G-2 Div Arty, 1540

	4 Tiger Tks in Neerkant at 1755


	Msg Div Arty to G-2

	We have placed mines in road at 629079 and will remove them in morning


	Div Arty to G-3 1840

	D Trp has withdrawn Neerkant. Rpt en Inf and four tks there


	Msg 87th to G-2 1810

	B/48 pushed back 200 yds above Red


	TF Chappuis, to G-3, 1850

	Action at Thorn 680864 - En 33 PW, 7 wounded, 3 killed. our casualties 1 killed 5 wounded.


	Belg Brig, 2130 to G-3

	CCB to prevent movement of traffic over Br at Hoogebrug; destroy br. CCR-CCA. after Meijel is taken all brs across canal Nord Deurne will be destroyed. H Hour 1700


	Ln officers briefing, 2230
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	All of CCB releived in Brhd area and closed into assembly area 2250


	CG to CG Corps, 2300

	En Inf attacking 705092 at 1815. C½atk at 696114. Do not know if repulsed. This at 1823. Atk 702070 repulsed 1823. Above rpts fr 440th


	Div Arty to G-2, 1825

	D Trp forced to abandon 1 H/Tk, 1 ¼ ton containing Maplay, fairplay, and Div brevity code. B Trp reports 2 Mk VI's supporting Inf advance toward B Trp down rd running NW fr Meijel
	87 to G-2, 1905


Extracts, 7AD G-2 Journal - October

27th

0600
Negative reports, all troops

0610
Enemy arty preparation along entire front in Sq zone.

0708
Tr C reports enemy in north edge of town - need help.

0628
Second plat Tr D loc enemy Arty called for counter battery fire.

0633
SA approaching north plat troop C - called for Arty Support.

0647
Tr C and D rpt SA fire this side of canal.

0656
Tr A sector quiet except for Arty.

0705
Tr D hq plat sent to support line.

0711
Tr A fired on ten man patrol.

0715
Tr C pulled south plat into support Hq in Meijel.

0722
Tr C rpts enemy coming in in strength.

0726
Tr D arty driving enemy back.

0740
Tr C need help immediately. Enemy in large numbers.

0750
Tr C Enemy infantry edge of town will have to withdraw.

0823
Tr D 30 enemy driven back.

0824
Tr C need help fast. Enemy withdrawing then coming back in large numbers, very close to C. P.

0830
Tr D Getting critical on right flank - around us on all sides need help very fast or will have to withdraw.

0835
Tr B calling for Arty on Meijel.

0850
Tr C out of Meijel. 440th and 774th shelling town.

0918
Civ rpt Enemy bridge at 719089.

0922
250 Men attacking center and south of D troop. Help.

0935
Enemy attacking Troop A.

1014
Attacking astride highway. Col. Boylan.

1019
Tr D Support arrived.

1038
Situation O.K. Germans every where.

1050
Held up temporarily F arrived attacking with C and D.

1050
Line falling back to north. A.

1116
Situation critical spotted 3 tigers fired on one. D.

1125
Reached outskirts of town tanks committed no AT fire yet. Boylan.

1135
Tr D knocked out one tank.

1146
Send Harlan for P.W's.

1148
En Tk at 695126.

1200
Ram lost 2. Lost Cook. Pinned down by MG. need Inf. Panzer Faust pretty busy.

1205
Millie surrounded large number of Enemy 35 counted. Millie Missing.

1206
Tr A 3 En tks at 710068

1210
A - Millie still missing. En wearing allied uniforms.

1235
CO no tigers yet. AT gun at 703072 under fire.

1245
G2 msg - 10 Veh 2 tks at 744124.

1255
A - Road block 3 or 4 germans killed 5 P.W. will hold here.

1310
D - Line holding tiger K.O.'d by M8 armored car.

1400
Center plat forced back by tanks. D.

1408
2nd and 3rd plats back 200 yds. 1st back 800. Tr D
1430
Drawing heavy Arty need ammo. CO.

1450
Lost Ram send stine forward.

1530
Can hear tks approaching from south.

1610
Friendly unit passing thru now.

1718
B part of doughboy and other people have pulled out.

1718
Hold 15 minutes. Skyrocket on way with instructions.

1300
Co CCR took over zone.

1500
Tr A Attached to CCA.

1610
Co F attached to 48th AIB.

2118
TR B withdrawn to move into Tr A Sector.

28th

1135
Tr D under CCB

Notes by Lt R E Merriam, 4th I and H, based on personal observation

28 October

CCB 7Δ Div

Told of 8 vehicles (2 tanks) + 200 Inf in
 vicinity. Committed at 0700 with mission to recapture Meijel. Boundaries to be Deurne Canal on left and Asten - Meijel road on right. A Left and C companies of 23rd AIB were to attack abreast astride Liesel - Meijel road with A Company 31st Tank Battalion in support. Inf fanning out 200 yds either side of road. Progressed to Slot by (0845) then eny fire forced A/23 to right of rd. behind C. mg fire at RJ where TF Olmstead branched off. A back to left of rd. Reached Heitrak by 1330 + mg + mortar fire. TF Olmstead consisting B Co. 23rd was to be echeloned to left rear with mission to attack down road 681128 toward Hoogebrug on canal to capture enemy bridge at that point. B Co. had C Co 31st TB, 1 platoon C/814, one assault gun platoon (17 Tnk), and mortar platoon 31 Tnk in support.


Attack jumped off - hvy art + mortar fire slowed Inf - tanks got ahead and progressed slowly until 1600 when strong enemy force was sighted heading up road from Heitrak. Secondary attack was halted at app. 690127 when B Co. ran into elements of a Bn of the 9th Panzer Div - assault guns caught German tanks coming up small rd and five enemy tanks were knocked out. In face of strong enemy opposition in both sectors the Commander CCB decided to dig in on defensive line for the night.


In the meantime two companies of the 48th AIB attacked astride the road to Meijel from Asten but were forced to withdraw to 690077 when heavy tank columns were seen to be approaching. These two companies, now under CCR control, with D/87 on left flank just to the S of Heitrak, withdrew during the night under the protection of a box barrage to 680086 as a result of the enemy tank threat.


Little change to the S in CCA sector.


In the afternoon 28 Oct Operations Instructions were issued that CCB should attack in the morning 290615 to
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seize and hold Meijel, secure lines of Deurne and Nord canals in assigned move. During evening and night commander CCB, with 8000 yds of frontage, and over-extended lines, submitted overlay
 to CG outlining positions and requesting permission to hold during the day of 29. He stated that attack would expose left flank dangerously to enemy attack, and with strong potential in the area would be too dangerous. Accordingly plan was revised and all troops were to hold on 29 Oct.


Enemy casualties were 71 PW's, 100 estimated dead, and 150 wounded. Our casualties were light.


Air support on 28 Oct consisted of 6 missions at Division call and 3 in Division area on corps call. Tanks were hit five times, bridges three, and Meijel once. Results were generally unobserved because of dust kicked up by rockets, but results were generally satisfactory.


CCB bombed and strafed in Asten are.


To S TF Nelson attached back to CCA directed prepare & attack to S + E on order. Moved down in attack but progress slow. Pushed to vicinity Horik.

28 Oct.


Underestimating the strength of the enemy, the division prepared to retake the territory captured during the C/A of 27 Oct. CCA with T.F. Nelson and A/87 moved forward on the right (S) flank and reported NEDERWEERT cleared at 1100. One platoon of TD's was designated to contain the town.


CCB and CCR were to coordinate in an attack to retake Meijel scheduled for 280700. TF WEMPLE (CCB) held positions along the Deurne Canal and screened N. to the boundary of the 11Δ Div. (Br) with Cp. C of 87 Cav Rcn Sq. Co's A + C of 23 AIB attack astride Liesel Meijel road with A/31 Tank in support. T.F Olmstead with B/23, C/31, 1/B/33, Mort/Hq/31, 1/C/814, and AG/Hq/17 operated down road toward HOOGEBRUG and proceeded about 600 yds down that road.


CCR also attacked at 0700 along ASTEN - MEIJEL Road but met strong En resistance. Co's A + B of 48 AIB were pinned down 690075 by artillery about 2000 yds NW of Meijel. Co C was held at 680095 to the rear of A + B astride road with TD's to its flanks. C/87 on left flank of CCR. A weak En attack from woods 692086 stopped by artillery fire.


Co B of the 31st AIB
 was moved to vic ASTEN at 1500 and closed in position 621127 at 1645.

The 33rd Armd Engr Bn was order to contact Hq 814 (-) and B/31 to form as TF Keltner and act as division reserve. This contact was made by 2100.


Two Arty Regts from 15 Scot Div. moving to vic Deurne - Asten to support 7Δ Div.

	G-3 to CG Br VIII Corps, CCA, CCB + CCR.

282100 Oct.


	¶ 4 AND 5 OPNS INST. 281600A Oct. revoked.

CCR + CCB directed to consolidate + hold - dig in.

CCB - hold line running N + NE from Heitrak to Canal N of HOOGEBRUG along 695 - E from Heitrak to 11Δ Div.

	33 AEB to G-3

282100


	33 AEB MADE CONTACT WITH B/31 + HQ 814 PER VOCS.

	G-3 to CG VIII Corps

282100


	TF NELSON (CCA) 616023-635028.

CCR No change.

CCB force astride HOOGEBRUG ROAD AT 685128.

FORCE N OF HEITRAK AT 694113 ASTRIDE ROAD



	
	DIV ENGR - order to contact HQ 814 (-1 + B/31 to act as TF Ketner if reserve is reached.



	
	CHURCH STEEPLE NEERKANT KNOCKED OUT.




28 October

CCB


1030 Right Plat A/31 on line 679134 - 1500 yds SE 691119 bogged down by bad terrain. 1 Tk. lost by bazooka fire. Inf passing thru them at 1030. Plt. D/31 working through woods S of Assy Posn. OP set up and have observed no enemy activity. D/87 wirking N from IP to contact Pt with mission to clear all roads to E (Tp Rpt from S-3, CCB, to G-3. at 1040)


A/23 Vic of 694108


A/31 lost Tk by AT fire. Called for Arty. (Tp Rpt from S-3, CCB to G-3 at 1245)


Two tanks from C/31 knocked out by AT fire at 686127 ( Tp from CCB to G-3, 1330)

28 Oct

	0700


	CCB committed - TF Wemple attacked Liesel - Meijel rd Asten right bdry exclu
 Deurne canal left bdry - astride rd.

	
	- Able (R) - Charlie (L) Co's 23rd AIB astride rd. (dismounted)

	
	- A Co 31st TB in support

	
	- B Co 23rd echeloned to left rear - mission to attack down rd 681 128 toward canal (C Co. 31st support + C/814 platoon, 31st 105 Assault gun plat, Mortar plat 23rd AIB) ran into elements of Bn of 9th Panzer

	1600
	atk progressed vic Heitrak (main force) and C Co 23rd to 690 127

	
	- D/87 still S Heitrak - holding

	Tanks
	- heavy casualties - personnel light

	_____
	

	
	Now 3 Co's 48 AIB astride rd to Meijel 690077 (withdrawn to) en tanks heavy

	_____
	

	
	CCR taken over area - 87th trp attached to CCR (B/Trp) and CCA A trp (TF Nelson -


28 Oct - 3

	
	- 2 Co's of 48th withdrawn under box art to 680086 during night due to tank threat.


Notes by Lt R E Merriam, 4th I and H, based on morning briefing 30 Oct, Hq 7Δ Div, and personal observation 30 Oct Someren, Holland
29 October


Enemy heavily shelled defensive positions of CCB during period from 0515-0630, followed by coordinated Inf-Tank attack from Meijel up both roads leading N, one to Asten and the other to Liesel, and an infiltration of tanks to Liesel from the canal.

A Bn of German tanks and Inf were in the Liesel vicinity 2nd at 0900 forced withdrawal from the town. A force was built around B/33 supported by TD's, Tks, and AG's. AG's + TD's pushed into outskirts and knocked out three enemy tanks. B/33 made into Inf penetrated into Liesel but enemy proved to be in too great strength and B/33 was withdrawn to positions around Liesel for art fire on town where they were able to hold. Enemy came through with tanks in much greater strength than expected, and this is attributed by Gen Hasbrook to the fact that the Germans seemed to be able to use roads we hadn't expected them to, possibly because their tanks have wider treads and less pressure per foot than ours. To the S we were still astride the Liesel-Meijel road in three positions with A and C companies of the 23rd.


In the Heitrak, Neerkant area and to the S D/87 was astride the hill and observed a column of 20 Mark VI tanks going west of the Meijel-Asten road. Artillery was called down and six of the tanks were knocked out.
 But the tanks continued their forward movement, driving back A, B, and C of the 48th to 669096 where they were able to hold supported by TD's and Tks


To the S in CCA sector, TF Nelson attacked at 0700 in accordance with verbal instructions but no progress
 didn't get into Horik. This
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position was pulled back 200 yards and consolidated for the night. Active patrolling was continued.


During this period Div artillery was reinforced by 61(Br), 131(Br) of the 15 Scot artillery. During the day 19,000 rounds of artillery ammo were fired. Enemy casualties were PW's 13, dead 115, and wounded estimated at 165.
 Div casualties were 7 killed, 54 wounded, and 233 missing. 17 enemy tanks were confirmed and 6 probable, with 17 more being hit from the air with undetermined results. 3 assault guns and 3 88mm AT guns were destroyed. Div lost 7 medium and 6 light tanks, 5 M 10's, 1 105 Med Tank How, 5 half tracks, 1 M8, and 9 other vehicles, for a total of 34, bringing the total for the three days of the counter attack to 104 vehicles. Total personnel casualties (G-1 Estimate) for the three days were 20 officers, 471 em, and 65 non-battle. Tank strength was down to 69%.


Air support for the day consisted of 8 missions. G-3 air described the ground alert system in effect as being very effective, with 30 minutes being required from alert to target. British spitfires were firing the missions with 60 lb rockets being the ammo. These eight missions were in addition to Corps missions against bridges.

Notes from G-3 journal, 7Δ Div. 29 Oct 44

29 Oct

CCA
TF Nelson atk at 0700 - reached line 616025-633023, from Le Duc Canal NW of HORIK. Withdrawal was made 200 yds and consolidate for night (why withdrawal?)

CCB
Holding defensive positions, Around LIESEL D/31 was facing east. En with 2 M-V tanks seen and others reported supported by 250 to 300 Inf. knocked out 3 light tanks of D/31. Med Tnk Co from 31st, platoon TDS, + reducted co. of Engineers were sent by CG CCB to reinforce line around LIESEL. A section of D/87 + some light tanks D/31 are on line from LIESEL N to 11 Arm'd Div (Br) boundary. D/87 on right flank maintaining contact with CCR. T.F. Wemple absorbed. Attack at 0800 at Heitrack plat of TD's sent there (all of T.D.'s committed) LIESEL taken by enemy Inf + Tanks and a task force formed around B/33 attempted to retake town but found enemy too strong.

CCR
During the night A + B/48 were withdrawn to build up defensive line of C/48 along 673093. Strong German tank and inf. forces broke through from North + South to badly disorganize infantry (early morning before 0800 (exact time?) 40 or 50 of our

29 Oct (Cont #2)

men were taken as prisoners. CCR had "plenty of tanks, artillery, and T.D's" but no infantry.


By 1200 the 48th had reorganized. Maj. Frazier, S-3, 48th AIB, held at 669096 with 100 Infantrymen, tanks and 2 T.D's. One 60 mm Mortar Squad + a platoon of TD's to his flank along the 66 grid line. Light tanks of 87 Rcn Sq. in position along road from 670113 reconnoitering positions to move forward to 672106 and to N.E. They will also move up 6 Med. tanks to support Maj Frazier. 6 en. tanks (Mark V + VI) knocked out in that area.


At 1400 Tr C/87 reported making contact with D/87 at 667110. B/87 withdrawn to go into position along flanks S of ASTEN-MEIJEL road and relieve plat. of C/87.


Treadway Bridge ordered at 1100 at 585152 completed and ready for traffic at 1630.

#3

Meeting CG 7TH ARMD DIV. + CG BR VIII CORPS. 29 1150 Oct.

7TH Armd to be relieved in LIESEL-MEIJEL SECTOR BY 15TH SC. DIV. 7TH to concentrate on S. flank around WEERT + atk. N.E. along canal toward Meijel. 4th Arm'd Brigade in reserve under 7th Armd Div.

Notes by Lt. R. E. Merriam, 4th I and H, based in briefing at Div. CP at Marheeze, Holland, 31 Oct 44

30 October

During evening 29-30 October units of the 7th Armored were withdrawn from their positions in Asten - Meijel - Liesel area, and CCB and cCR were accordingly shifted during the night. As elements of the 15th Scottish Division were brought up and established lines to the rear of 7th front lines, the 7th units withdrew under cover of darkness and a terrific artillery barrage during which time our guns fired 250 rds per gun and Scots fired 500 rds per gun. This withdrawal was completed in darkness hours of night of 29-30, at 0200, and was effected without incident. By early morning of the 30th these troops had closed into assembly areas to the rear of the front lines. CCA remained in same positions holding its line. During the day of the 30th enemy activity was not extremely heavy; he was obviously feeling out our new positions.


On 30 Oct the situation found the germans with still two
 divisions opposing the Division area aggressive0minded and potential of continuing strong attacks. Corps comdr having shortened the 7th Armored lines by placing in new unit to the left had freed the offensive strength of the Division, and ordered that attack be carried out to restore the defensive positions on the canal line. Accordingly field order 15 was issued at 301330 to coordinate with VIII Corps attack to N. Mission of Division was to attack E in Div Z, destroy all enemy N of Canal 7204-6299. Plan of attack was with CCR in Div Res, CCB to take up positions now occupied by CCA to south of canal du nord, and CCA reassembling approximately in area of 6103 to launch attacks with objective in vicinity of 7003. Subsequently this plan was revised so that local gains were

-2-
30 Oct

to be made with phases being indicated.


During the day 30 Oct ccb moved to positions previously occupied by CCA. Also during the day enemy potentialities were re-evaluated in view of report of two new divisions in area of Roermond, the 344th and the 9th SS Panzer, the latter with 80-90 tanks and 9,000 troops. these two Divisions being able to have Rgts in Division area within three hours of initial departure it was felt advisable to hold up the Division attack until the enemy potentialities were discovered and his forces committed.
 In addition during the night 30-31 October the enemy indicated further offensive intentions by building a footbridge at 640957 and constructing other smaller bridges and cuts in canals at various points. Consequently Division order to attack with first light of dawn was changed to await outcome of attack by 15th Scots and to await closing of CCA into new assembly area. (Bridge built at 640957 was blown by units of CCB at 0345


While CCA was making main attack CCB was to stage a demonstration with artillery to fire 500 rounds and troops to prepare to move as for crossing of canal. Co. ___ of 33rd Engineers was attached for bridging purposes. This demonstration was to be coordinated between commanders CCA and CCB.


By morning of 31 Oct units of CCA were in attack position and CCB was prepared for demonstration over canal.


Losses on 30 Oct were in personnel 1 killed, 14 wounded, 14 missing, and 12 non-battle; vehicles lost were

3-30Oct

one medium and one light tank. Total killed since Division was committed on 10 August have been 312 killed, 2003 wounded, and 698 missing.


Town of Asten bombed - some casualties.

Extracts of G-3 journal, 7 Armored Div, 30 October

30 OCT.


During 30 Oct., the 7th Armd Div. was relieved by the 15th Div. (Scottish) and moved South to defend its narrowed sector. The Division CP was moved from ZOMERAN and Set up at MAARHEEZE at 1230.

CCA

Continued Operations in zone. TF NELSON in about same position. TF of A/33, A/814 and Squadron/44RTR (Br) to reinforce TF Nelson was organized to operated between NEDERWEERT AND 15 DIV BOUNDRY.

CCB

Relieved by 15 Div. during night and moved to assembly area S W WEERT, closed in at 0315. Began relief of CCA during afternoon in Z S of Nord Canal. Relief completed by 1845.

CCR

Relieved by 15 DIV and closed in Assembly area by 0730 as Div. Res.

30 Oct. cont.

301200 Oct. 1944 -


Meeting of CG VIII Corps + CG 7th Armd Div.


Importance of Nederweert, Weert and Bree explained. 7th to clear corner of Nederweert, but also to watch area S. and be ready to send trps there if En thrust should be made toward Weert, Bree or Kimray
.

FO #175 issued this Hdq 301330 Oct.


En. activity limited during this period.


Division losses in equipment during the four days of the counter-attack amounted to the following (27-30 incl):


Medium tanks
- 32


105's
-  5


Light tanks
- 13


Half Tracks
- 14


M 21's
-  3


M 8's
-  2


M 8 self-prop
-  2


M 10 - TD
-  7


Peeps
- 45


Enemy losses (observed) for the same period were as follows:


At guns
-  5


88 mm
-  6


Mk V
- 10


Mk VI
- 20

Given to Lt Merriam by

Lt. Col Hudson, G-4 7th

Armored Division, 1 Nov.

44

Notes compiled by Lt R E Merriam, 4th I and H, based on morning briefing, 7Δ Div. CP, Marheeze, Holland

31 Oct


A day for plans and potentialities to develop. Expected attack, postponed the previous day because of new developments did not materialize during this day. Patrolling was continued, and minor German counterattack was experienced in the zone of CCA where Germans attempted to penetrate our lines.


In afternoon Corps commander General O'Connor held a conference with CG 7 AD in which plans were laid for shortening division zone of action. Accordingly orders were issued at 1630 for CCB to be relieved y 4th Armored Brigade (Br) in its zone of action, to pass to new assembly area N of Canal Du Nord. 4th Armored Brigade had passed to control of 7th Armored Div on 30 October and had been used as reserve and for patrolling activitys during the two days. 4th Armored was to be relieved by 158 Brigade (Br) part of 53rd British Division (Captured HERTOGENBOSCH) on 1 Nov 44, and would then assume reponsibility for sector S of Canal Du Nord previously held by CCB and 4th Armored. CCB was to continue responsibility for bridges across Canal Du Nord until 158th Brig assumed control of sector.


Factors behind these shifts narrowing the sector of responsibility were indicated in G-2 summary of enemy potentialities. Originally on 27 Oct the enemy attack by one Division was considered to be local probing and relief of hard-pressed units in SW Holland. On second day it was apparent that two divisions were involved in the push, and that counterattack was of more than local significance.

2-31 Oct

By ___ day when elements of three divisions had been identified in the vicinity attack assumed proportions that Gen. Bradley pays visit to assure self that his left flank is secure, and Gen. Monty calls to discover situation. Now on the fifth day of the attack, possibility seven or eight divisions in the vicinity, possibly a great part of the entire reserve of the germans on the western front. Explanation may be found in statement of Col. Murray, G-2, as long ago as 29 Sept that Venlo holds key to Ruhr valley, and the fact that Germans want winter line at Meuse rather than Rhine river.


Division front is now narrowed to three miles wide, with Canal Du Nord as southern boundary and a line running generally along the 7th coordinate to the Meijel-Asten road and then south to the Canal again as the northern boundary. Day is featured mainly by local patrols and attack. Enemy still demonstrating offensive potentialities. CCA improves
 position locally.


Belgian Brigade relieved of attachment.

3-31 Oct


Two actions of interest occurred on the 31st. The first concerns the blowing of a bridge which the enemy had built across the Bois le Duc at 640957 (see attached story). The second was a local attack in the CCA sector. Enemy sensing that our activity in this sector had increased, and probably being unaware that we had constructed engineer bridge at 614045, probed our lines with a reconnaissance in force consisting of two half companies or about 70 men in all. At this time the sector was occupied by Co. A 38th AIB, Capt Jennings, Commanding, Co. C of the 40th TB, and Co. A 87 Rcn Sqd. At 1130 Co A, 87 RCn reported enemy patrol of about five men. Later this force was expanded to the 70 man reconnaissance, and the enemy began pushing for the canal in the vicinity of the House with the Silver Ball, a large mansion on the canal and most probably as it was a cp. Enemy attacking from 625030 toward 616043. The forces of CCA were formed into a front running about 615043 to 615027, and at 1227 Co. C 40th and Co. A 38th AIB were ordered to counterattack. In the north section of this line TD's and Rcn Trps blasted at the Germans and the force of twenty was almost completely wiped out. The Germans seemed to be divided into three groups, and advanced in waves, 27 men to a group. One group was captured intact after tank fire had been laid on them. At 1420 the German patrol was completely eliminated, 30 being captured, the rest being either killed or escaped. Of interest is the

4-31 Oct

fact that the troops were from the paratroop Regiment Hermann. Col Hermann, a Lt. in the German landing on Crete, a Battalion Commander at Neturno, and one of the few holders of the __________________, high German award, was one of the leaders of the German paratroop force of approximately 250 which was dropped to free Mussolini after the capitulation of Italy in 1943.


Our casualties for the operation were about 1 killed and 5 wounded. Artillery was responsible for about 50 percent of the enemy casualties. Although this reconnaissance in force was by the once fanatical paratroops their plan of maneuver was ill-conceived, and when faced with heavy fire many of them capitulated.


1 November 44

Statement by Captain Hochberg regarding blowing of bridge by Co. B, 33rd Engineers, the night of 30-31 Oct.

1st Platoon of Co. B, 33rd Engineers, received order to blow bridge from Lt. Col. Erlenbusch the TF Commander, at 0200. Moved from the platoon bivouac area to assembly area vicinity bridge. Then squad under Sgt. Kozina went forward to blow bridge. T/5 George W. Schultz, Jr, 34192557, and Pvt. Judson P. Turner, 31106460, took off for the bridge from the squad assembly area. In the movement to the bridge noises attracted German LMG that opened fire from vicinity of bridge. At this time Cpl Schultz and Private Turner moved to a position under the bridge to set charges while the Germans only a few feet away were unaware of the job being done. The charge was set by a fuze delay igniter. The soldiers set the delay so that it would be sufficient to insure their return to the squad area. Upon the explosion or shortly thereafter the Germans on both flanks and from the center opened up with numerous automatic weapons and rifle fire. The entire squad escaped without injury. TF Erlenbusch the following day sent a patrol to the area to determine damage to bridge and found the bridge totally destroyed and six dead Germans were beside the destroyed bridge with their mg nothing more than a heap of rubble.


Statement procured by Lt. Henry


Hayes, Liaison Officer, CCB

Notes by Lt Merriam based on briefing 7Δ Div CP, 2 Nov 44, Marheeze, Holland

1 Nov


CCA which had been prepared for local attack on 31 October to canal line S to Weert, continued poised for action, and strengthened its positions by establishing strong outposts in its sector. Patrolling netted some prisoners. CCR continued to outpost canal on N)S line, and received strong enemy shelling in some positions. CCB was relieved on sector to be occupied by 53(Br), and moved to new assembly area vicinity Heugten, prepared to reinforce CCA upon call. At 2400 31 Oct Gen. Silvester was transferred to new command, and Brig. Gen. Robert W. Hasbrouck, former commanding General CCB, assumed command of the Division. Col. Bruce Clark assumed command CCB.

Notes by Lt Merriam, 4th I + H, based on briefing at 7Δ Div CP, 3 Nov 44, and on personal observation

2 Nov


Plans to attack to restore line of Canal Du Nord were carried forward, and at 012300 operations instructions were issued by CG 7th AD. Division was to attack 021000A Nov 44 in Div Z to secure CANAL DU NORD and area to E clearing En resistance in zone of operations.


Personnel strength was 95%, shortage being 452 but effective shortage being 562. Combat efficiency was excellent. Adequacy of supplies was good, but tank effectiveness was 65%.


Combat teams were to be as follows: CCA, 40th TB, 38th AIB, 48th AIB, A/33, A/814, Rcn/814, and A/87; CCB, 31TB, B/33, C/203, C/814; CCR, 17TB, 23 AIB(-), 87 Rcn(-), 489 FA in direct support CCA, 440 FA direct support CCR, 434 FA general support reinforcing 489, and 774th general support. 203 AAA, first priority protection division artillery, second priority protection bridges along Canal Bois le Duc, and third priority Div CP. Div engineers were to be prepared to construct bridge at 617023 on Div O, then prepare bridge for destruction. 53th British were on right flank, and attack was to be in conjunction with attack by 15th Scottish on the left. The Scots were advancing along Deurne Canal toward town of Meijel.


Estimate was that about a Battalion of enemy + 344th + NE were to be found on the front of the attackers - approximately


2- 2 Nov

540 men. These troops were probably the Hermann Paratroop Regiment. These troops were not of the fanatical paratroop type, as was indicated by surrenders of 31 Oct. The terrain was flat and definitely focused by the canals. Little road net, but in enemy territory were several towns and a small road net. To the left flank of the attack area was a huge swamp, impassable to vehicles, and barely passable on foot.


Plan of attack by CO CCA included the use of two task forces, Fuller and Brown. Fuller was composed of 38th AIB, A and C of the 40th TB, and a platoon each of the 814 TD and 33rd Engineers. TF Brown was to consist of 40th TB minus A and C, A of the 48th AIB, and a platoon each of 814 and 33. Attack to jump off at 1000 after demonstration by CCR (did this take place?) and was to proceed with Bn's abreast, the 38th on the west (see attached overlay). Attack was to progress through series of objectives until the canal on the S was reached, at which time area would be outposted by CCR and CCA would withdraw to the N to peel off another piece.


LD was present outpost lines which were to be passed through by attaching echelons, outpost troops passing to reserve. H-hour, 1000A. Attack was delayed in getting underway because 48th had difficulty in reaching line of departure, but at 1110 TF Brown crossed the LD, and at 1117 TF Fuller jumped off. Enemy resistance


3- 2Nov

was immediately apparent. Ground fog
 had shrouded vision, but at H-hour the fog lifted and two tanks (C/40) - 1030 - of TF Fuller to the W of Horik were knocked out by AT gun fire from vicinity Horik. Infantry were leading with tanks following. The TF Fuller moved along with light enemy resistance, but was held up because TF Brown on left flank was not in contact, and enemy threat was great on the flank. Two enemy tanks had been sighted in Horik. By 1320 the 48th (TF Brown) was on the 03 grid line approaching Horik. As part of the scheme of maneuver B/30
 pulled back when the 48th came to Horik, and became a reserve. Co. A/48 held up by the enemy tanks. By 1440 C/38 was at the old bridge sight 617022, the projected sight of the engineer bridge across the canal. At 1430 both forces seemed to be pinned down by small arms and AT fire. (Previously TF Brown held up by having to clear gap in mine field.) General visits area and wants faster progress; calls for heavier artillery preparations. A platoon of tanks sent to vicinity of Horik, and one Tiger knocked out. Col Rosebaum says "for gods sake keep them pushing. Keep shoving. If necessary put in B Co (38) on flank if lose contact with Brown. We want to get to the canal by nightfall. Heavy artillery concentrations were placed on Horik. By 1830 line ______________ had been reached which completed occupation of first objective.

7Δ Div G-3 Journal

Tp conversation between Maj McBride and Maj Whalen, S-3 CCA 031835 Nov 44.

Maj McBride:
We have received orders from higher up to stop on what you have set up as your objective for tomorrow.

Maj Whalen:
The one Jack brought up?

Maj McBride:
That is correct. It's about the 3 square from where you last reported FULLER.

Maj Whalen:
That is correct.

Maj McBride:
You will stop and prepare to attack the final objective on Division order. This amends Operational Instructions which have already been run off. You don't contemplate continuing tonight?

Maj Whalen:
That is correct.

Maj McBride:
The General want to know when you plan to move tomorrow.

Maj Whalen:
At the same time as we moved this moring.

Maj McBride:
Can we help any?

Maj Whalen:
We want to keep them awake.

Maj McBride:
I am sure that Col Martin will take care of that. Do you need anything of smaller caliber?

Maj Whalen:
We don't have anything plotted so it would be impossible to use it.

Notes by Lt Merriam, 4th I and H, based on briefing, 7Δ Div CP, 4 Nov 44, and on personal observation.

/ 3 Nov


Continuation of attack started the previous day. Heavy artillery fire during the night (5,500 during 011800-021800 - check), both interdictory and in area to front of troops and Area 0600-0645 a "Heil Hitler" concentration to shatter enemy in vic. At 0645 the morning TF's Fuller and Brown resumed the attack. The enemy had apparently evacuated most the area during the night, and the only opposition were mines, a field being encountered around Ospel, and occasional small arms fire. Subsequently turned out enemy had been told would be shot if crossed canal to s before daylight 3 Nov. In one house 4 snipers were found and driven out by Lt. Meads and 8 of his men. Lt. Meads, 38, thinking he was being followed by platoon and co. moved forward to capture enemy throwing grenades. Jerry driven from house one turns to surrender, tries to persuade others - they shoot him. By 1230 both forces had reached third objective of the initial attack, clearing the enemy to the banks of the canal. Two prisoners were captured by TF Fuller. Both of them had been separated from their companies during the night. With the reaching of the final objective it was decided to speed up the operation by turning the forces and attacking westward rather than withdrawing to N to "peel off" another slice. With this in mind assembly areas were designated at Kriejel and Waatskamp and Fuller and Brown were to jump off of the afternoon as soon as reorganized, to capture intermediate Division objective. Although this left exposed flank aside from sporadic small arms and mg fire enemy resistance from across Noorder Vaart had not been heavy. (Fighting down the first leg to the canal had been from house to house as the enemy had to be cleared, even though it was not certain whether he was there or not. During the morning CCR had been alerted to support the advance of CCA by fire from the other side of the Bois Le Duc, and accordingly plans were drawn for emplacing of a company of tanks to fire from across the canal on enemy strong points. This support was not needed.

2- 3 Nov


Revised Division plans calling for attack to the West were issued in Operation Instructions 031600. These instructions called for seizing of the intermediate objective and preparation to attack the final objective on Corps order. TF Fuller was to attack and seize the high ground to the W of Nederweerterdijk. TF Brown was to attack to W seizing ground coordinates 6703. Assembly was slowed by presence of mines which required that troops move by foot, but by 1505 Fuller was ready to move out, and at 1530 Brown. Attack of TF Fuller advanced 800 yds before buttoning down for the night, and TF Brown three hundred yards.


To assist the attack engineers of 33 erected in 5 hrs bridge during the day at 617022. Rcn 814 patrolled flank in peet bog and reported enemy strongpoint in bogs to W of present positions. CCR to maintain security along Canals du Noord and Le Duc. 23rd AIB detached from CCR and moved to positions W of Canal Le Duc during the night to be prepared to support attack the next day.

Notes by Lt Merriam 4th I and H, based on briefing, Hq 7Δ Div, 5 Nov, at Marheeze, Holland - and personal observations

4 November


Plans for the attack were carried out on 4 November and at 0645 the attack to the East continued. The task forces in operation remained the same. To facilitate reporting the progress Phase lines were set up as shown on attached overlay. During the morning no opposition except light artillery fire was encountered by TF Fuller, but on the exposed right flank TF Brown encountered considerable opposition from across the canal. The enemy from well dug-in positions along the banks of the al levee was able to place observed small arms, mortar, 88, and artillery fire on our advancing forces. TF Fuller with the infantry leading and tanks in general support soon ran into the same kind of opposition, and their advance was also held up. Heavy artillery fire was brought to bear on enemy positions, 116 guns being brought to bear on woods in the vicinity of 6604. In addition to organic and attached artillery considerable British artillery was available was used on call.


As the task forces advanced thru the successive phas lines, the 87th Rcn troop, attached to CCR, moved into positions just to the North of the Canal du Nord. These the positions occupied before the counterattack on the 27th of October. Much lost equipment was salvaged, and word was received for the first time of the lost platoon of A/87. Civilians reported that at least four men had been taken prisoner. These men were hidden for three days until Dutch civilians pointed them out to the Germans. These

2 - 4 November

civilians were turned over to civil authorities when we reoccupied the territory. Also found was the grave of the platoon leader of that unit.


During the afternoon the attack slowly continued as the enemy artillery fire was neutralized by counter-battery fire. About 1400 TF Fuller encountered enemy opposition in the form of 3 mgs in the vicinity of high ground at the final objective. Artillery fire was placed on these positions. Indications of an enemy strongpoint were noticed in the form of fresh digging to the west of a woods near task force objective. The advance continued slowly and was buttoned down for the night slightly beyond the third phase line.


One air mission was flown against enemy tanks in the vicinity of Canal du Nord. Three fires were observed.


In preparation for the final assault on the Meijel area which had been discovered to be an enemy stronghold, division operation instructions issued 041700A. Town had become Corps objective 13 Co
 attacking 050730A to seize that portion of Corps objective in zone. 7th Armored to attack on Division order to secure that portion in its zone. CCA to be prepared to attack after 050999
 to seize final objective and secure N bank Noord Canal. CCR to assuje
 security Canal du Noord progressively as N bank is cleared. For this task 87 Rcn is attached to CCR. To insure flow of supplies to area - road network is

3- 4 Nov

very poor - additional bridges are to be built across canal at north division boundary, and roads are to be maintained by combat commands.


Presence of considerable numbers of anti-personnel and vehicle mines in the vicinity of Ospel-Kreijel-Budschop and at other scattered places made progress of supplies and troops a slow progress. Engineers were immediately put to work, but due to vast numbers of trails the job was a difficult one. A small number of trails were used for transport purposes.

Notes by Lt R E Merriam, 4th I and H, based on 7Δ Div briefing and personal observations

5 November


On the evening of 4 November orders were issued by CG 7 AD to continue attack to final objective. Plan of CCA was to hold the left flank with TF Brown from dug in positions about 1000 yards N of the canal in a line which tied in to the swampy area in vicinity swamp 6704, 48th Inf holding. TF Fuller was to continue advance and seize intermediate objective on high ground, and then swing to South and work way to the canal and the final Division objective. As TF Fuller proceeded toward canal A/48 was to follow along and drop outposts who would dig in and protect right flank of TF Fuller, and would cover with cross-fire the low ground leading to the swamp to which TF Brown had tied in.


During the night 04 05 TF Brown dug into the defensive positions indicated, and the next morning found themselves pinned down by heavy observed artillery and mortar fire from S of the canal. Also some AT and small arms fire. TF Fuller with three Inf companies on line, tanks and TD's in the rear in reserve moved toward the high ground from which three enemy machine guns had been observed the previous day. B Co. on the left with A company in the center were to swing around the flank while the mg platoon and the reconnaissance section were to lay down a base of fire from the vicinity 069050. C company on the right flank was to serve as base w its mgs and rcn. B co was able to maneuver around the flank of

2 - 5 November

high ground and occupy its section of the intermediate objective. A Co in the center ran into an extensive minefield and was considerable slowed up. C Co. was running into undetermined enemy resistance from the woods to the front, including some machine gun fire. A patrol of three men was sent out to determine the extent of the resistance. After several hours the patrol had not come back, and the company commander called for smoke and artillery fire on the woods in an attempt to relieve the patrol from the fire pinning it down.


By 1330 word from the 15th Scottish Division on the left indicated that their attack on Meijel had been slowed down - or bogged down - and that they were consolidating for the day. It was further recommended that our final assault on the objective be postponed until a coordinated attack could once more be resumed. In view of the slow progress made during the day, due to mine fields, heavy artillery, mortar, and machine gun fire, and the enemy ground resistance Division directed that the attack on the final objective be on Division order.


Lossed for the day were 1 tank, one armored car, and one jeep. Estimated personnel lossed were 2 killed, 17 wounded, and 1 missing.


During the day CCR had further reinforced its positions by bringing elements of 23rd AIB into positions behind the 87 Rcn. During the evening the 23rd AIB went into the

3-5 November

defensive positions held by the 48th AIB, and the 48th AIB took over the reinforcing positions of the CCR sector.


During the evening 5-6 slight enemy activity was noted, two patrols being sent into the CCR sector and penetrating 1000 and 1500 yards respectively.

INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM LN O, 7 AD to 15 DIV(SC), 051300 NOV 44

Gen Barber said this Div was completely bogged down and lost 23 tanks. G-1 of 15 Div (Sc) stated that they were going to hold their present line with two (2) Cos RSF in SCHANS and they were going to wait because the En was infiltrating across the canal (N of SCHANS on their left flank). They are going to hold their present line and make a completely new plan of Atk. They advise that we do nothing in regards to our Atk. The CG, Corps, will probably notify CG, 7 AD, of the change.

In ref to TP this morning between LN O, 7 AD and G-3, it was stated that Gen Barber had called Gen Hasbrouck and asked him to wait for his Atk until he had captured MEIJEL (Info received from LN O, G-OPS, 15 Div(Sc))

Letter from the Commanding General, British Second Army:


Hq Second Army

November 7


Dear Hasbrouck,


Before you leave the Second Army I want to thank you and your Division for the work you have done for us.


In particular I congratulate you all on the splendid way in which you held off the strong enemy attack which cam against you at Meijel. You were heavily outnumbered, but, by holding firm as you did, you gave me ample time to bring up the necessary reserves.


I appreciate very greatly the high fighting qualities, which your Division showed.


My best wishes for your future operations and good luck!


Yours sincerely,


/s/ M. C. DEMPSEY


    M. C. DEMPSEY

A SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY

by

Lieutenant-General Sir R.N.O'Connor, K.C.B., D.S.O., M.C.

General Officer Commanding 8 (British) Corps

_________________________________________________________

TO ALL RANKS, 7TH US ARMORED DIVISION.


It has been a great honour to have had the 7th US Armored Division serving under my command, and it is with much regret that I now have to say goodbye to you all.


You have had a hard and strenuous time with much heavy fighting, and you may well be proud of the results you have achieved.


I would like to thank you all for your wholehearted co-operation, and to tell you how much your efforts have been appreciated by us.


I hope that perhaps you will carry away some friendly memories of the time you have spent in 8 (British) Corps, when we were fighting side by side against the common enemy.


In the meantime I wish you all the best of luck and a safe return to your homes. These wishes are not mine alone; they are those of all ranks of the whole Corps.


/s/ R. N. O'CONNOR


    Lieutenant-General

BLA
    Commander, 8 Corps.

7 Nov 44

� Transcribed by Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) from copies found at National Archives II in Record Group 407, Box 15545 (7th Armored Division), Folder 4. Text in italics was hand-written. Most obvious mis-spellings are corrected. Uncertain spellings are left as in the original. Although the text makes several mentions of overlays, there were no maps nor overlays in the folder. These are notes compiled by Lt. Robert E. Merriam, 4th Information and Historical Section, for use in preparing the narrative history "Battle of Canals."


� This impossible coordinate is as entered in the original text. Was it meant to be 701600, 700160, or something else?


� Could be 620993, but it appears that the 8 is typed over the 2.


� Could be 40, but it appears that the 6 is typed over the 4.


� Originally typed as "Co. ____ (C)" but hand-written "Troop" written above.


� In the left margin is the difficult to read hand-written quotation "I'll give you until 1300 to take the [no word here] If you haven't taken it by 1300 - it don't think they got much by their artillery not more than a platoon"


� Originally typed as "Co D" but hand-written "Troop" written above.


� "TF Wemple" is written in the left margin.


� Could be 718010, but 8 appears to be typed over 1


� The following is hand-written on the back of this page: "27 Oct" / "General" / "Coordinated atk launched dawn (   ) 27 Oct and contd by series of small Inf + Tk atks throughout the day"


� The first two entries have a line drawn from them to "A" and "C" and "D" in the left margin, presumably A/87, C/87 and D/87.


� This page is a typed page with a great many hand-written notes in the margins, as well as changes to the text. This transcription attempts to incorporate the changes, so that the transcription is what appears to have been the intended next typed draft.


� Presumed to be "in", but actual word is obliterated by hole punched in paper.


� A question mark is hand-written after the period at the end of this sentence.


� In the margin to the left of this and the next paragraph, but with no connection indicated to either, was this hand-written text: "AT fire - D/31 in assembly area at 1400 ordered defensive positions SE ???? ( word, possibly "Liesel", partly obliterated by hole in paper) to stop enemy encirclement our left flank. After dark tanks drawn back for regrouping & resupply." 


� Hand-written in left margin: "get overlay".


� "31st AIB" is as in the original.


� At the bottom of the page, the sheet is folded over, and three computations are made: (1) long division of 2 into 1760 = 880, (2) long division of 5 into 880 = 176, (3) subtraction of 880 minus 176 = 604.


� This word is difficult to decipher and may not be correctly transcribed.


� In the margin to the left of end of this and start of next paragraph is the head-written text: "Night withdrawal ?? ( word, possibly "on", partly obliterated by hole in paper) trail where bridge still stood - heaviest artillery of campaign"


� Following this sentence,  the next sentence (which is typed, with one hand-written change) is scratched out: "One tank was destroyed by an M 8 ARMORED car which hit it from the rear."


� At this point, the following typed text is scratched out and replaced by the words "but no progress" and "didn't get into Horik": "and moved forward slowly until the line 616023-633023 was reached."


� In the left margin are the had-written words that appear to read "probably higher en losses".


� spelled "tow" in original


� Hand-written note in left margin: "Who made this decision? Division? Corps? Gen. Bradley?"


� Hand-written note in lower left corner appears to read "?slowered? secured".


� Spelling of this town's name uncertain


� This word is difficult to decipher and may not be correctly transcribed.


� Spelling corrected in transcription from "fod" with "g" typed over "f" in original. A number of other obvious typographical errors on this page have also been corrected.


� This should probably have been "B/38".


� Typed in the margin to the left of this paragraph is this text: "TF Brown swamps - danter enemy coming between lines when contact lost. TD's".


� The transcription "13 Co" could be inaccurate. The original is a very blurry carbon copy.


� Probably intended as "050900" (5 Nov 9AM)


� Probably intended as "assume"





