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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

The beginning of July found the Seventh Armored Division turning over its sector in SAXONY and ANHALT to units of the Russian Army and moving to a new area, BUCHEN Landkreis, in the province of BADEN. On 1 July, the first division troops moved out, by 2 July, the entire division zone had been turned over to the Russian occupation forces, and by 3 July, the last unit of the Seventh had clossed
 in the new area. On 3 July, the Seventh was relieved from attachment to XXI Corps and attached to VI Corps. It remained with VI Corps until 20 July when it reverted to XXI Corps. During the month the 40th Tank Battalion was reorganized, became the 40th Amphibious Tractor Battalion, and was assigned to 12th Army Group. The 707th Tank Battalion, hitherto a sererate
 battalion, became part of the division. Most of July was spent in routine occupation duties with only one outstanding event taking place, Operation "Tallyho". The operation was well conducted, came as a complete surprise, and uncovered some minor deviations but no large scale subversive activities in the Seventh Armored area.
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[MAP]
7TH ARMORED DIVISION
AREA OF OCCUPATION
(1 - 31 JULY, 1945)
SCALE: 1/250,000
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OCCUPATION IN BUCHEN LANDKREIS
MOVE TO BUCHEN KREIS On 1 July, the Seventh Armored Division started to turn over its occupation zone in the vicinity of HALLE, Germany to units of the Russian Army and move southwest to BUCHEN LANDKREIS in the province of BADEN. The division travelled
 along two routes, one straight down the autobahn to NUREMBERG and then west via ANSBACH and CRAILSHEIM to BUCHEN and the other moved through WEIMAR, BAD NEUSTADT, and WURTZBURG to the same destination. As either way, the trip was some three hundred miles, overnight bivouac areas were arranged for near BAYREUTH and BAD NEUSTADT.
7TH AREA TURNED OVER TO RUSSIANS The plan was for the Seventh Armored Division and attached units to withdraw from their former sector in the XXI Corps area and turn over the entire zone to the Russian occupation forces by the second of July. A small advance detachment of some five hundred Russians arrived at key points in the division area on the first of July to make all necessary preliminary arrangements. However their main body did not arrive until the next day when the majority of the Seventh had already left. A few small security detachments remained behind in the former area guarding a total of twenty-six key installations and maintaining order until completion of the relief by Russian forces. These detachments were officially relieved at 020700 July and had commenced the move to BUCHEN by 1200 on the same date. The entire relief operation was smooth in its execution and ran off without a hitch.

OCCUPATION OF BUCHEN KREIS At 0400 3 July all units of the division less the security detachments had closed into the new area and by 1300 of 3 July, the security detachments had reported in. As soon as the main body had closed, the
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Seventh was relieved from attachment to XXI Corps and attached to VI Corps. BUCHEN Landkreis turned out to be a small agricultural county with an area of approximately four hundred square miles in the northwest corner of the province of BADEN. Part of the Kreis was covered by an edge of the ODENWALD, a thick forest of pine and beech, and the rest was gently rolling farmlands with a variety of crops. The villages were tiny, backward, and very dirty, with manure piles adorning the doorstep. Only three towns, BUCHEN, the county-seat, WALLDURN, and ADELSHEIM, had any semblance of modern facilities and the rest were a drab collection of homes surrounding a large church or, more occasionally, a medieval castle.

The organization of troops at the time was as follows:

COMBAT COMMAND A
COMBAT COMMAND B
DIVISION ARTILLERY
DIVISION TRAINS
23rd Armd Inf Bn
17th Tk Bn
434th Armd FA Bn
77th Armd Med Bn

38th Armd Inf Bn
31st Tk Bn
440th Armd FA Bn
129th Ord M Bn
48th Armd Inf Bn
40th Tk Bn
489th Armd FA Bn
446th QM Tr Tr Co

33rd Armd Engr Bn
87th Cav Rcn Sq Mecz
203rd AAA Bn
3967th QM Tr Co
814th TD Bn

ROUTINE DUTIES 4 - 21 JULY Upon arrival, the division continued to maintain military government, civilian control, security, and guarding of key installations in the assigned zone. Unauthorized movement of all civilians, German military personal and civilian vehicles was prevented by the setting up of screening road blocks and roving patrols. Considerable work was done on the maintenance of vehicles and equipment and concurrent training to include the Orientation and Education program and organized athletics was conducted.

MINOR RAIDS A raid of the whole Division Artillery area was conducted on the morning of 7 July beginning at 0400. The entire area was searched for ammunition and weapons, and a11 males were screened by division CIC. All MIS teams
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attached to the Seventh had been previously placed under the control of the CIC and in turn broken down so as to have at least one CIC agent and one interpreter with each artillery battery. In this way, the screening was accomplished quickly and thoroughly. At 0400 on 10 July, Combat Command "A" raided thirtyfive
 villages, apprehending two hundred and ninety-four Wehrmacht without discharge papers, eight SS men in civilian clothes and three party members. Combat Command "B" conducted three organized raids, beginning at 0430 on 11, 12, 13 July and covering forty-three villages. Two hundred and ninety-eight Wehrmacht without discharge papers were caught, registered and released, two SS men in civilian clothes were sent to the division PWE, and sixteen party members (below the automatic arrest category) were placed in house arrest. Two small caliber rifles were the only weapons found.

OPERATION "TALLYHO" A raid of the whole Seventh area was conducted at 0430 on 21 July. Division Artillery checked the western portion of the division sector including BUCHEN, Combat Command "B" covered the northeastern section with Combat Command "A" covering the southeastern side. 6,673 troops were involved with 25,775 people checked out of an estimated population of 25,775. The following figures are vital statistics on various groups of especial interest checked during the operation:


BOX SCORE
PW's without discharge papers
628


SS Personnel
6


Party Members prior to '33
18


Civilians with improper identification
22


Civilians in possession of contraband
32


US Military personnel checked
8228


US Military personnel detained
0

Displaced persons checked
945

Some minor contraband in the form of Nazi literature, knives, radio parts
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were uncovered but no large stores of resistance or sabotage materials were found. No evidence of Black Market operations came to light.

ATTITUDE OF PEOPLE Combat Command "A" found the civilian population in its area accepted the operation as being necessary and more the less routine. Combat Command "B" found the people orderly, obedient, and cooperative with a personal reaction ranging from resignation to indifference. In the Division Artillery area, the population was generally bored, passively cooperative, and in some cases where they had been checked three times in the past six weeks, amused at the operation. No acts of resistance were encountered and there was nothing but great respect for military authority.

EFFECTIVENESS OF OPERATION The operation was well conducted, came as a complete surprise to most, and in general was highly successful. It is believed that the division area has been thoroughly checked by now since most of the towns, all of them very small, had been searched at least once before and only a small amount of contraband was uncovered during the last operation. The troops conducted themselves in a military and efficient manner, and in general their behavior was excellent.

RECOMMENDATIONS More CIC personnel should be added so that all towns in a given area could be screened simultaneously and it would be impossible for any individual to become alerted and thus avoid being screened. Further some civilians are unquestionably adept at deception and can conceal information that only trained interrogators could disclose. The men should be made aware of the scope and magnitude of a massive operation like "Tallyho" as it would stimulate more interest in the execution of their duties. Several similar operations had been conducted and most of the troops were under the impression that this was just another routine
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search.

ATTACHMENTS AND DETACHMENTS The 40th Tank Battalion was detached from the Seventh Armored effective 10 July and assigned to 12th Army Group. On 18 July, the 707th Tank Battalion, hitherto a separate tank battalion, was assigned to take the place of the 40th. At 0800 on 29 July, the 40th Tank Battalion left HARDHEIM on route to GHENT, Belgium, and on 30 July at noon, the 707th closed in. The only other change during the month came at 1800 on 20 July when the Seventh Armored Division was relieved from VI Corps and reattached to XXI Corps.

END OF MONTH The month, the most uneventful the Seventh had known since landing, came quietly to a close. Two large division formations wore held to attend the excellent Jack Benny-Ingrid Bergman show on 30 July in an amphitheatre especially constructed for the event. The Seventh Armored Division's baseball team, the "Clowns", continued their winning streak in the southern league of the Seventh Army and clinched the pennant. A search, similar in intent to "Tallyho", but covering all forests and wooded areas within the zone, was started on 26 July and scheduled to run until 3 August. Training, maintenance, civilian control went forward but as the Seventh was now definitely known to be Category IV, to most, their own immediate future in the next twelve months was the major problem looming ahead.

S-E-C-R-E-T

-5-

S-E-C-R-E-T


BY ORDER OF COLONEL RYAN:


(signed)


A. J. ADAMS

Colonel, G.S.C.

Chief of Staff
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G-2 NOTES (1 July to 31 July 45)
GENERAL:

In its new area within the BUCHEN Landkreis, the Division immediately initiated steps to apprehend a11 German PWs, who had no discharge papers, or whose papers were improperly made out, all SS personnel, and political and party members within the area. At various times throughout the month security raids were made by our troops in all towns and villages within the Division Zone. Gratifying results were obtained during each raid, including the Division-wide "Tallyho" operation.

All intelligence targets were carefully noted and adequate guards were posted at each installation.

Four permanent security road block posts were maintained by lower units employing CIC and IPW personnel to carry out the necessary screening of individuals and examination of papers.

No subversive acts were reported within the Division Zone during the month.

Period 2 July to 9 July 1945

A raid of the entire Division Artillery area was conducted on the morning of 7 July 1945, commencing at 0400. The area was searched for contraband such as ammunition, weapons, radio transmitters, and U.S. equipment, and all males within the area were screened by Division CIC. All German speaking MIS teams attached to the Division were placed under the control of CIC to facilitate the screening process.

During the period a total of 165 German PWs and five NSDAP party members were apprehended.

Period 9 July to 16 July 1945

Commencing at 0400, 10 July 1945, CCA raided 35 villages within its area. 294 PWs without discharge papers were apprehended and registered, 8 SS PWs in civilian clothes were taken, and 3 party members (below automatic arrest category) were placed in house arrest. Various articles of U.S. clothing and equipment were taken including; 2 sets HBT, canvas cot, 3 pr OD trousers, 3 shelter halves, gloves, overshoes, OD sweater, 3 German bayonets, and an assortment of small arms ammunition.
CCB conducted three organized raids beginning at 0430 on 11, 12, and 13 July 1945. Forty-three villages were searched and 298 PWs were apprehended, registered, and released; 2 SS PWs in civilian clothes were arrested and 16 Party members (below the automatic arrest category) were placed in house arrest. Two small caliber rifles were taken.

Period 16 July to 23 July 1945

During the operation "Tallyho", a raid of the whole Division area was conducted commencing at 0430 21 July 1945. A total of 628 PWs without discahrge
 papers and 5 SS PWs were apprehended. The PWs were evacuated to WASSERALFINGEN (S7331) for discharges. The following clothing and equipment was confiscated: 1 Pistol, 1 US ¼ton truck tire, 1 US duffle bag with US clothing, 1 box Nazi books, 1 box US radio crystals, 1 US carbine, 1 Radio microphone, 2 Radio antennae, 2 US Army blankets, 1 box US MG Ammo, 1 magazine enemy Ammo, 1 Radio receiver and transmitter, 16 rounds of 31 Cal rifle and 9mm pistol Ammo, 5 knives, 1 Pistol (not serviceable), and 43 shotgun shells.

Period 23 to 31 July 1945 July

In compliance with instructions from higher headquarters, the Division conducted a security search of wooded areas within the Division Zone commencing 26 July 1945. Two SS members were arrested and the following
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miscellaneous items of equipment found abandoned: 2 German service rifles (unserviceable), 1 German grenade, potato masher type (dual), 9 German hand grenades, (serviceable), 5 Panzerfausts (serviceable), 2-40mm guns, (destroyed and unserviceable), 5-40mm AT guns (destroyed and unserviceable), 1 German helmet, and 3 U.S. steel helmets.

All German explosives were destroyed and the panzerfausts were turned in to ordnance.

During this period a total of 7 PWs without discharge papers were apprehended by the security road blocks.

 At the close of the period the zone was quiet with no reports of subversive activities or violations of security.
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APPENDIX II

LIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

JOURNALS AND MESSAGES

G-1 Journal


G-3 Journal and, Messages

G-4 Messages

REPORTS AND ORDERS


G-2 Periodic Reports

G-3 Periodic Reports

Operations Instructions

General Orders

THE AFTER ACTION REPORTS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (JOURNALS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, OVERLAYS, ETC.) or THE FOLLOWING COMPONENT AND ATTACHED UNITS OF THE 7TH ARMORED DIVISION:


Combat Command "A"

Combat Command "B"

7th Armored Division Artillery

7th Armored Division Trains

23rd Armored Infantry Battalion

38th Armored Infantry Battalion

48th Armored Infantry Battalion

17th Tank Battalion


31st Tank Battalion


434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

33rd Armored Engineer Battalion


77th Armored Medical Battalion


87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized

129th Ordinance Maintenance Battalion


147th Armored Signal Company


203rd AAA Auto Weapons Battalion (SP) (Attached)

� Transcribed by Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) from the original in folder 16 (607-0.3 A/A Report July 1945) of box 15545 (7th Armored Division 607-0.3 to 607-0.3.0) of National Archives Record Group 407 (Adjutant General’s Office). Spellings and most formatting are left as in the original. Indented paragraph titles are moved to be underscored titles at the beginning of the paragraph. Please contact Wesley Johnston if there is any question of accuracy, so that the original images can be checked.
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