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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
During the month of February, 1945, the 7th Armored Division was billeted in the vicinity of EUPEN, BELGIUM as Corps reserve of the V Corps, First U.S. Army. The division as a whole was never committed during this period although some of its battalions saw action under attachment to the 78th and 99th Infantry Divisions. Training and maintenance were carried on throughout the month and from 11 to 28 February, the division helped in the First U. S. Army road maintenance program. Division Artillery stayed in general support of the 78th Infantry Division from 4 February through the end of the period.

INTRODUCTION

7th Armored Division headquarters were located in the little Belgian border town of EUPEN throughout February, 1945. On 1 February,

the order of battle was:

Order of Battle
Combat Command "A"
Combat Command "B"


23rd Arm'd Inf. Bn.
48th Arm'd Inf. Bn.

17th Tank Bn.
31st Tank Bn.


B/33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn.
A/ 33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn.


A/814 TD Bn.
C/814 TD Bn.

2/C/203rd AAA Bn.
C(-)/203rd AAA Bn.

Division Artillery
Division Trains
Combat Command "R"
434th Arm'd FA Bn.
129th Ord M Bn.
38th Arm'd Inf. Bn.

440th Arm'd FA Bn.
77th Med Bn., Arm'd.
40th Tank Bn.

489th Arm'd FA Bn.
446th QM. Tr. Co.
C/33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn.

275th Arm'd FA Bn.
3967th QM. Tr. Tr. Co.
B/814 TD Bn.

A/203rd AAA Bn.

D(-)/203rd AAA Bn.

Division Troops

87th Cav. Rcn. Sq., Mecz.

33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn. (-).


203rd AAA Bn. (-).

814th TD Bn. (-). .
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The attached units were the 203rd AAA Bn., 814th TD Bn., 275th Arm'd FA Bn., the 446th QM Tr. Co., and the 3967th QM Tr. Tr. Co.
The division's activities during the month can be broken down into three phases: units in combat, the First U.S. Army Road Maintenance Program, and a training and maintenance schedule.

UNITS IN COMBAT
At 030700 February, the 23rd Arm'd Inf. Bn., was detached from Combat Command "A" and attached to the 78th Infantry Division.

23rd Infantry Under orders from that headquarters, they left HENRI - CHAPELLE, BELGIUM at 1200 and by 2300 had completed the relief of the 2nd Bn., of the 309th Inf. Regt. in their sector 2½ miles to the northeast of LAMMERSDORF, GERMANY. From 4 to 10 February, their immediate front remained quiet and little enemy activity outside of an occasional mortar or artillery shell was reported. Agressive
 action in the form of reconnaissance patrols brought in much valuable information as to the location of pillboxes, booby-traps, S-mines, anti-personnel mines, and barbed wire entanglements. At 1200 on 10 February, the battalion was relieved from attachment to the 78th Inf. Div. and returned to the control of Combat Command "A".

Combat Command "R" played an important part in helping the 78th Inf. Div. seize the approaches to the vital SCHWAMMENAUEL DAM at the headwaters of the ROER RIVER. At 031600 February, Combat
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Command "R" was attached to the 78th Inf. Div. and moved its advanced CP from EUPEN to the vicinity of KONZEN, GERMANY. Here it prepared attack in three task forces constituted as follows:


TF MCDANIEL
TF LUTZ
TF BROWN
38th Arm'd Inf. Bn.
3/310th Inf. Regt.
40th Tank Bn (-B&C)

C/40th Tank Bn.
B/40th Tank Bn.
A/87th Cav.Rcn.Sq.Mecz

1/C/33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn.
3/B/303rd
C/33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn.

1/B/814th TD Bn. (Spt).
1/B/814th TD Bn. (Spt).
B/814th TD Bn.(-)



D/203rd AAA Bn.(-)

The mission was initially to seize and clear the villages of STRAUCH and STECKENBORN thereby securing the 78th Division's south and southeast flank.

We Take Strauch and Steckenborn At 0630 on 5 February, TF LUTZ crossed the LD (WITZERATH - KESTERNICH road) under cover of darkness and by 0700 reported that it was in position on Objective Dot (010245) without having met any opposition, Col. Francis P Tompkins, the C.O. of CCR directed the Task Force to remain there until it received his orders to advance, The Commanding General of the 78th Inf. Div. had cancelled the planned Artillery preparation as early reports showed all units were unopposed and reaching objectives with little or no organized resistance. At 0700 TF MCDANIEL launched its attack and by 0800 reported their position as 400 yards northeast of the Objective HEDY (STRAUCH) with no Germans seen. TF LUTZ now moved out again proceeding toward its next assigned mission, Objective Peggy (STECKENBORN). TF MCDANIEL completed the occupation of STRAUCH and by 1100, the battered little village was rid of the last sniper and secured. TF LUTZ in the meanwhile was meeting increasing
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opposition from enemy installed in pillboxes and strong points to the east of STECKENBORN. At 1300, TF LUTZ reported that it had moved into the western end of STECKENBORN and was being held up by a minefield and by small arms fire from the pillboxes. Col. Tompkins ordered immediate employment of available TD's and tanks for direct fire on strong points ------ and aggressive continuation of the mission. At 1645, the last enemy resistance was overcome and TF LUTZ radioed in that STECKENBORN was secured. The task force commanders were ordered to consolidate their positions for the night.

Relief of 78th At Hechelsheid The plan for the following day was for CCR to assist in and support the attack on HECHELSHEID to be made by the 310th Inf. Regt. A platoon of B/40th Tank Bn. was to be attached and the attack was to jump off at 0600 on the 6th. The next morning, the 310th Inf. Regt. took HECHELSHEID. TF LUTZ was dissolved at 0915, its components reverting to their parent units. TF MCDANIEL was reinforced by the following attachments: A/87th Cav. Ran. Sq. Mecz., D/203rd AAA Bn., and 1/B/814th TD Bn. At 1315 this TF was ordered to relieve elements of the 78th Inf. Div. in HECHELSHEID and assume responsibility for that sector. Once there, TF MCDANIEL established a defensive position along the general line (028292 - 048273). From 7 to 10 February, Combat Command "R" remained in support of the 78th Div. Their primary mission was to mop up the areas that this division passed through. They also did some reconnaissance work and established a screen to the south and southeast of their sector. Combat Command "R"
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was released from the 78th Inf. Div. and returned to the 7th Armored Div. control at 101200 February.

The Artillery In Action Division Artillery was in general support of the 78th Inf. Div. during the greater part of the month. Seventh Armored's organic artillery battalions plus the 275th Arm'd FA Bn., an attached unit, were alerted on 3 February to move into the 78th Inf. Division's sector. At 031400, February, 489th Arm'd FA Bn. left its billets in VERVIERS, BELGIUM and had closed in position in the HURTGEN FOREST, 7000 yards NE of ROETGEN, GERMANY by 1800 that evening. They were to furnish direct support to the 23rd Arm'd Inf. Bn.

On 4 February, the remaining battalions in Division Artillery moved into the zone of the 78th Inf. Div. closing in firing positions near LAMMERSDORF by 1800. The 440th Arm'd FA Bn. was in direct support of Combat Command "R" and was reinforced by the 275th. The 434th was in general support. The 489th remained with the 23rd Arm'd Inf. Bn. until relieved on 051500 February, when they moved to an open field on the hillside outside of KESTERNICH and went into general support. The 434th together with the 440th and the 275th displaced forward to the outskirts of the village of STRAUCH on 7 February.

Night and Interdiction Fires The week of 6 February to 12 February saw as heavy firing as any the artillery had done since the initial landing in France. This consisted largely of TOT's and comprehensive all-night programs of harrassing
 and interdiction fires requested by the 78th Inf. Div. The object of this intensive fire was two-fold: first, to
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support the 78th Inf. Div. in its attack on the bitterly contested little road junction of SCHMIDT, and subsequently to support both the 78th and 9th Inf. Divisions in the operations against the two dams in the vicinity of the RUR-URFT LAKES. Both dams, after a considerable struggle, were taken, but not until the enemy had dynamited the flood gates and caused a rise along the entire ROER RIVER.

After 12 February, the amount of fire called for diminished noticeably although from that date to the end of the month, enemy positions on the east bank of the ROER were pounded on a number of different occasions. The 275th Arm'd FA Bn. was relieved from attachment to the 7th Arm'd Div. 200001 February. The other artillerys remained in their positions in the fields and were able to accomplish some training and a good deal of vehicular maintenance in addition to their continuous support of the 78th Inf. Div.

814th TD Bn. A & C/814th TD Bn., were released from Combat Command "A" and Combat Command "B" respectively and returned to battalion control on 071630 February. The 814th TD Bn.,(-) was alerted to move to the zone of the 99th Inf. Div. after 080800 February. At 081000 February, the 814th TD Bn.,(-B) was detached from the 7th Arm'd Div. and attached to the 99th Inf. Div. The battalion was released from attachment to the 99th Inf. Div. and attached to the 69th Inf. Div. on 131000.February. On 162000 February, the 814th TD Bn. was released from assignment to the 69th Inf. Div. and reattached to the 7th Arm'd Div.
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C.C.B. There was a possibility that Combat Command "B" would see action when it was placed on a six (6) hour alert for employment anywhere in the V Corps sector at 041200 February. It was never called upon and relieved two days later on the sixth at 1430.

FIRST U. S. ARMY ROAD MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

Operations Memorandum #3 Operations Memorandum #3, Headquarters 7th Armored Division reads in part as follows: "The Commanding General desires that it be brought to the attention of each member of this command that the Army program to restore the roads to a normal useable state is an urgent necessity. Roads along the front must be able to support large scale operations before the next offensive can begin; at present the roads will not permit, the launching of an offensive. Our 'fight' now is to put the road into proper condition and is of equal importance with actual combat."

Reasons for Program During the month of February, the division was split into two parts, half were in the ROETGEN area of Germany helping the 78th Inf. Div. in its attack on the SCHWAMMENAUEL DAM and the other half were in a rest area near EUPEN, BELGIUM. In between the two was a rolling countryside, criss-crossed by a network of secondary roads. The heavy traffic for which these back roads were never intended combined with continual rains and unseasonable thaw, soon made them nearly impassable to all traffic. Something had to be done and done quickly. The main supply route must be kept open and supplies and reinforcements flowing toward the front.
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Traffic Restricted Due to the poor condition of the roads both Combat Command "R" and the 23rd Armored Infantry Bn., were refused permission by corps to move back to the division area when they had finished their mission with the 78th Inf. Div. For the same reason, Division Artillery remained in position in general support of the 78th Inf. Div. throughout the month of February.

The Seventh's Part On 10 February Division was alerted for participation in First U.S. Army Road Maintenance Program. On 11 and 12 February, 2,000 men were furnished by the 7th Arm'd Div. to work under the direction and supervision of the 1111th Engr. (C) Gp. on road maintenance in the XVIII Corps (Abn) sector. The quota was upped to 2,700 men to work under the direction of the 1110th and the 1111th Engr. (C) Groups on road maintenance in First U.S. Army zone each day from 13 through 21 February. From 22 to 27 February, 2,446 men worked under three Engineer (C) Groups, the 1110th, 1111th, and the 1159th. On 28 February, the division was relieved from the program, furnishing 1,946 men on that date.

Details The units of the division were assigned a quota based on the idea of the relief of each individual one day in five. The working day was 0730 to 1730. The majority of shovels and picks were taken off the division vehicles and certain additional tools were furnished by the Army Engineers. All work groups were under the direct supervision of the officers and NCO's of the 7th Arm'd Div.
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TRAINING AND MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

We Accomplished Throughout the month, much emphasis was placed on Training and Maintenance Program for those units and men not actually engaged in combat, or at work on the roads. There were difficulties growing out of such factors as a necessity for extensive vehicular maintenance under field conditions for certain units and the splitting up of other units in order to furnish the required quotas for road work. Much was accomplished, however. A Division Communication School was set up and operated by personnel of the 147th Armored Signal Company. Selected students attended. Stress was laid on Orientation. A number of officers from the division attended the Army Information and Education Program Orientation Course at the CITÉ UNIVERSITY in PARIS and a divisional Information and Education drive was put into operation under the auspices of Major Otto L. McBride of the G-3 Section, The film "Germany", was shown to all men in the 7th Arm'd Div. during the first week of the month.
Increases in Personnel and Equipment During the month effective combat personnel strength increased from 83% to 95% of T/O requirements. The number of medium tanks was brought from 80.3% to 98.2% of the T/E allowance and Tank Destroyers jumped from 83% to 100%. As the month closed the First U.S. Army had swept across the ROER and was closing in on COLOGNE. The 7th Arm'd Div. still in V Corps reserve, was making preparations for action much further to the East.
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For the Commanding General:

(signed)


JOHN RYAN, JR.,


Colonel, G.S.C.

Chief of Staff
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APPENDIX I

ADMINISTRATIVE AND STATISTIC SUMMARY
The 7th Armored Division was under the command of the V Corps, First U.S. Army during the entire month of February, 1945.

On 10 February, 1945, the Division's Commanding General, Robert W. Hasbrouck received confirmation of his promotion from Brigadier General to Major General as of 4 January 1945.

During the period there were several changes within the division. Brig. Gen. Bruce C. Clarke, Commanding General of Combat Command "B", was hospitalized on 9 February and was succeeded by Col. Joseph F. Haskell, who became Combat Command "B" Commanding Officer.

The Division Surgeon, Lt. Col. Stephen A Karpenski, left the division on 8 February and Lt. Col. John E. Boland, CO, of the 77th Medical Battalion, Armored, took the position of Division Surgeon. Maj. John D. Williams became the CO of the 77th Medical Battalion, Armored.

The personnel casualties of the division and attached units for the month are as follows:

Killed and Died of Wounds
9
Wounded in Action
26
Injured in Action
15
Missing in Action
0
Non-Battle Casualties
433

The only division units in contact with the enemy reported the capture of 166 prisoners (162 by Combat Command "R" and 4 by the 23rd Arm'd Inf. Bn.).
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APPENDIX I (CONT)

During the period 1 February to 28 February 1945, the Division used the following amount of supplies:


116,365
gals.
fuel

8,894
gals.
oil

5,721
lbs.
grease


90
tons
rations

107,985
gals.
water 
Ammunition:

Cal. .30, all types
56,418
Cal. .45, Ball
4,000
Cal. .50, M.G.,(2-2-1)
2,700
37mm gun, all types
412
60mm mortar, all types
262
75mm gun, all types
1,089
75mm how., all types
160
76mm gun, all types
361
81mm mortar, H.E., Lt
100

90mm gun, all types
348

105mm how., all types
51,590
Grenade, hand, all types
252
Rockets, all types
456
2" Mortar smoke bombs
20
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APPENDIX II
LIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
JOURNALS AND MESSAGES


G-1 Journal and Messages.

G-2 Journal and Messages.

G-3 Journal and Messages.

G-4 Journal and Messages.
REPORTS AND ORDERS


G-2 Periodic Reports.

G-3 Periodic Reports.

Operations Instructions.

General Orders.

THE AFTER ACTION REPORTS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (JOURNALS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, AND OVERLAYS, ETC.,) OF THE FOLLOWING COMPONENT AMD ATTACHED UNITS OF THE 7TH ARMORED DIVISION:

Combat Command "A"

Combat Command "B"

Combat Command Reserve

7th Armored Division Artillery

7th Armored Division Trains

23rd Armored Infantry Battalion

38th Armored Infantry Battalion

48th Armored Infantry Battalion

17th Tank Battalion


31st Tank Battalion

40th Tank Battalion

434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

33rd Armored Engineer Battalion


77th Medical Battalion (Armored)


87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized

129th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion


147th Armored Signal Company


203rd AAA Auto Weapons Battalion (SP) (Attached)
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� Transcribed by Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) from the original in the National Archives Record Group 407, Box 15545, Folder 11. Spellings are left as in the original. The original text uses boxed section headers, which were done as indented boxes, forcing the immediate-right text to be indented, In the transcription, the text of the boxed header has been moved, as underlined text, to the top of the associated paragraph. Please contact me if you want to confirm any of the transcription, since I have almost certainly made errors somewhere.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.





