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HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION
APO 257                U. S. ARMY

5 December 1944

SUBJECT:
After Action Report.

TO     :
Adjutant General, Washington, 25, D. C.(Thru

Channels).


1.
Transmitted herewith is the After Action Report of the 7th Armored Division and attached units for the month of November, 1944, together with supporting documents.


For the Commanding General:

(signed)


CHURCH M. MATTHEWS

Colonel, G.S.C.

Chief of Staff
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HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION
APO 257                U. S. ARMY

SUBJECT:
After Action Report, 7th Armored Division,

Period 1-30 November, 1944.
T0     :
Adjutant General, Washington, D. C. (Thru Channels).
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THE ATTACK TOWARD MEIJEL
At midnight of 31 October, Maj. Gen. LINDSAY MCDONALD SILVESTER was relieved as Commanding General of the 7th Armored Division, and on 1 November he left the division that he had commanded since its activation on 1 March, 1942.
The command of the division was assumed by Brig. Gen. ROBERT W. HASBROUCK who had commanded Combat Command "B" since 25 September, 1944. Lt. Col. RICHARD D. CHAPPUIS became the temporary Commanding Officer of CCB until Col. BRUCE C. CLARKE took over that position on 2 November.
The division remained attached to the British Second Army as it had been since 8 October. During October it had been defending the right flank of the British Second Army, then engaged in clearing the enemy from the SCHELDT peninsula and the approaches to ANTWERP. The division was defending an extended front from DEURNE to WEERT when a strong enemy counterattack was received on 27 October. Two attacking German divisions gained ground along the front but were stopped short of any important objective. The division was relieved of its extended front by the 15th Scottish Division on the north and the 53rd Welsh Division on the south. As the month of November opened, the 7th Armored Division prepared to attack in a narrowed sector in conjunction with the 15th Scottish Division to restore the DEURNE-DU NORD Canal lines of defense.

Combat Command "A", commanded by Col. DWIGHT A. ROSEBAUM, was divided into two task forces as follows:

TASK FORCE FULLER
TASK FORCE BROWN

38 Arm'd Inf Bn
40 Tk Bn (-A&C)

A&C/40 Tk Bn
48 Arm'd Inf Bn

1/A/814 TD Bn
1/A/814 TD Bn

1/A/33 Armd Engr Bn
1/A/33 Arm'd Engr Bn
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Other combat command troops included:


A/33 Arm'd Engr Bn (-2 plats)

A/814 TD Bn (-2 plats)

Rcn/814 TD Bn


A/87 Cav Rcn Sq Mecz
This combat command was prepared to attack toward MEIJEL in its sector; north of the DU NORD Canal and east of the BOIS LE DUC canal. (See attached overlay). The attack was to be coordinated with the 15th Scottish Division's attack toward MEIJEL from the north.

Combat Command Reserve was led by Col. JOHN L. RYAN, JR., and composed of:  17th Tk Bn, 87th Cav Rcn Sq Mecz (-A), and 23rd Arm'd Inf Bn (-1/A). These troops patrolled a line along the MAASTRICHT Canal boundry between the 7th Armored and the 53rd Welsh Division, and outposted the west side of the BOIS LE DUC Canal.

Combat Command "B", under the command of Col. BRUCE C. CLARKE (after 2 November) was relieved by the 53rd Welsh Division at 011730 November and passed into division reserve. It was composed of 31st Tk Bn, Co. C 814 TD Bn, and Co. B 33rd Arm'd Engr Bn.

Division troops included:


1/A/23rd Arm'd Inf Bn.

33rd Arm'd Engr Bn (-A&B)

814 TD Bn(-A&C&Rcn) and the

203 AAA Bn (-B)

The artillery was under the control of the Division Artillery and consisted of 434th Arm’d FA Bn, 440th Arm'd FA Bn, 489th Arm'd FA Bn and 774th FA Bn. Attached to Division Trains were 129th Ord. Maint Bn, 77th Med Bn, Arm'd, 3967th QM Trk Co., 446th QM Troop Transport Co., and B/203rd AAA Bn. Division Headquarters was established in MAARHEEZE.
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Original Corps plans scheduled the attack to restore the DU NORD and DEURNE Canal defense line at first light of day 31 October. Additional information and identification of enemy units caused a revision of these plans. In addition to the four regiments of the 9th Panzer and 15th Panzer Grenadier Division already identified, three additional divisions (9th SS Panzer, 344th Infantry and 116th Panzer Divisions) were reported in the general vicinity, capable of reinforcing the units already committed.

At 012300 November, division operations instructions were issued directing an attack by CCA at 021000A to secure the CANAL DU NORD, destroy all crossings of the canal, and clear enemy resistance from the division zone. As the enemy was cleared, CCA was to be relieved of the responsibility of securing the CANAL DU NORD to its rear. CCR was to support the attack of CCA by fire from its positions west of the BOIS LE DUC canal.

It was estimated that about 540 men or a battalion of enemy of the 344th Infantry Division were to be found to the front of the attackers. These troops were thought to be of the Hermann Paratroop Regiment.

Although the terrain was not favorable to the attack, at least the division was familiar with the sector inasmuch as the territory had been held by Troop A of the 87th Cav Rcn Sq. Mecz., only a week before. Almost half of the sector was swamp land and the usable road net was extremely limited. Several small villages dotted the landscape and a small road net connected them. To the left, GROOTE PEEL (Great Swamp) and a peat bog formed an almost impassible barrier to foot troops and was certainly impenetrable to armored vehicles.
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The personnel strength of the division was 95%. The shortage in assigned strength was 452 men, and in effective strength, the division was found to be 562 men short. Supplies were adequate but the effective strength of medium tanks was 65%. In view of the nature of the terrain this shortage was not critical because tanks were to be utilized to a minimum.

The division was to attack and secure a canal line, the opposite side of which was held by the enemy. An attack directly to the east would expose a lengthening flank to the enemy during the entire operation. In view of this danger the plan adopted, was to attack south toward the CANAL DU NORD in a limited zone and reach the canal through a series of objectives. When a position on the canal was secured, it was planned that the main force would withdraw to the north and again attack southward in the next zone to the east. If enemy resistance during the first thrust appeared light, the attack would then be swung eastward along the canal bank.

The attack was scheduled far 021000A November. The line of departure was the line of outposts established a few days previously. Task Force FULLER was in position to attack south along the east aide of the BOIS LE DUC Canal while Task Force BROWN was on the left (east) flank of Task Force FULLER. TF BROWN and TF FULLER crossed the LD at 1110 and at 1117, respectively.

The advance of TF BROWN was delayed due to the time required to remove mines and clear paths through mine fields which were in the axis of advance. Enemy fire from tanks or anti-tank guns was received from the vicinity of HORIK to further slow the advance. TF FULLER met little enemy resistance other than crossfire from HORIK, but was forced to delay his advance to maintain a straight front with TF BROWN.
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In the mid-afternoon, the Division Commander visited the battlefront and observed that the supporting artillery was not being utilized to the maximum extent. Subsequently the entire division's artillery was called down on the town of HORIK. To discourage any enemy who might have withdrawn to the next town (OSPEL), an air mission was called for, and placed on that town. The line was pushed forward so that by night-fall, the troops were just short of HORIK on the left and had reached the old bridge site on the BOIS LE DUC Canal, on the right.

From 0600 to 0645 on 3 November, a heavy artillery concentration was placed on HORIK. At 0650 TF FULLER and TF BROWN resumed the attack. TF BROWN passed through HORIK and was closing in on OSPEL, receiving some AT Fire from the south, at 0950. Little active enemy opposition was encountered, although the area had been strewn with anti-tank and anti-personnel mines laid in a haphazard manner which made their detection very difficult. TF FULLER continued to advance southward and by 1230 both forces had reached the first objective---along the KREIJEL-WAATSKAMP road line.

At this point, the Commanding General decided that in view of the light enemy resistance, he would speed up the operation by attacking eastward rather than withdraw to the north as had been planned. The regrouping for the attack to the east took place at KREIJEL and WAATSKAMP. TF FULLER was to attack northeast to seize the high ground to the west of NEDERWEERTERDIJK while TF BROWN attacked east to the 67th north-south coordinate. This area was designated as the intermediate objective. The attack on the final objective, south of MEIJEL, was to be by Corps order, so that it might be coordinated
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with the advance of the 15th Scottish Division toward MEIJEL. The 87th Cav Rcn Sq Mecz., was to secure the north bank of the CANAL DU NORD as the enemy was cleared by the task forces of CCA.

The regrouping was completed and TF FULLER resumed the attack at 1505. TF BROWN crossed the LD at 1550. By night-fall small advances had been made. In the meantime, the 33rd Arm'd Engr Bn., had constructed a Bailey Bridge across the BOIS LE DUC Canal near the old bridge site in less than 5 hours, (1130 to 1615). This bridge considerably shortened the lines of communication and supply.

On 4 November, the third day of the attack, the task forces jumped off at 0645. During the morning only light artillery was encountered by TF FULLER and by 1230 the objective on the 68th coordinate had been reached. The Reconnaissance Co., of the 814th TD Bn. was maintaining contact between the 7th Armored Division's left flank and the 15th Scottish Division reconnaissance. TF BROWN made slow progress due to large numbers of mines and heavy, observed, small arms, mortar and artillery fire from enemy dug-in positions on the south bank of the CANAL DU NORD. To aid in the advance of both task forces, artillery was used effectively on enemy positions. The division artillery was considerably reinforced by the British who supplied additional forward observers at the request of Brig. Gen. HASBROUCK.

At 1230, the 87th Cav Rcn Sq Mecz., was attached to CCR who at the same time assumed the responsibility of securing the north bank of the CANAL DU NORD as it was cleared of the enemy. The engineers were busy clearing roads of the large number of anti-tank and anti-personnel mines left behind, so that a flow of supplies could be maintained.
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At 1700, operations instructions were issued for CCA to be prepared to attack and seize the final objective upon division order any time after 050730A November. At that time the 15th Scottish Division was to attack and seize MEIJEL. The CCA plan of attack was to have TF BROWN hold the right flank from dug-in positions about 1000 yards north of the CANAL DU NORD, while TF FULLER was to continue to advance, secure the high ground, and then swing south to the canal and the division's final objective.

During 5 November, little gains were made. TF FULLER began clearing mines in the area to facilitate an attack to the southeast. Besides a quantity of AT AND AP mines, machine gun fire was also encountered. TF BROWN's advance was slow, being held up by machine gun and anti-tank fire from south of the canal.

At 1300, word from the 15th Scottish Division indicated that their attack had been slowed down with 23 tanks lost or bogged down, and that they were  consolidating for the day. In view of this and the slow progress made during the day due to mine fields, heavy artillery and small arms fire, the order was issued directing that the positions be held and consolidated.

During the night of 5-6 November, the 48th Arm'd Inf Bn., was relieved by the 23rd Arm'd Inf Bn. The relief began at 052000 when the 23rd was attached to CCA and was completed at 060445 November. The 48th was held in a position of reserve under CCR control.

On the 6 November, the division was generally consolidating its positions and awaiting word from the 15th Scottish Division on the progress of that division’s attack, when information was received that the 7th Armored Division was to be
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relieved in the present sector and was to return to the Ninth United States Army. Billeting details were sent to the assigned areas in the Ninth United States Army sector.

Relief of the division by the 15th Scottish Division and the 51st British Highland Division began on 7 November and was completed at 2345. The division closed into assembly areas and prepared to move to the new location in the southern part of the province of LIMBURG, Holland. The division departed from the British Second Army sector and was placed under the control of the XIII Corps of the Ninth U. S. Army. The movement was completed during the 8 and 9 November and the division prepared for a rest and training period. On 10 November, the 774 FA Bn was relieved, effective 9 November and attached to the XIII Corps Artillery. Division Headquarters was established in ST. GEERTRUID, Holland.

In the month (8 October to 8 November) that it had operated under the British Second Army, the 7th Armored Division had defended an extended front and had held a strong German counterattack until reinforcements could be spared to relieve it. During that period, the 21st Army Group had freed the great port of ANTWERP and cleared the enemy from the SCHELDT estuary to the harbor. The division's work under the British is a splendid example of the close cooperation between two great countries that is bringing an Allied victory. The Commanding Generals of the British Second Army and the 8 (British) Corps commended the division for its action while serving under their respective commands. (See Appendix I).
REST AND TRAINING

After nearly three months of continuous combat, the division settled down for a period of rest, repair and overhaul of vehicles and equipment, to absorb
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replacements, and evaluate and take advantage of combat experiences. 10 November was designated as a day for personal maintenance and rest, while a training schedule was prescribed for the period from 11-16 November. The training day was from 0800-1200, and 1300-1600 hours. The last two hours of the afternoon (1400-1600), was devoted to the maintenance of vehicles and weapons, while the remainder of the day was free for rest and recreation.
The training was based on the correction of observed weaknesses in combat and designed to take advantage of lessons learned in battle. Emphasis was placed on the work of the Tank-Infantry team, stressing the necessity and results of close cooperation between these two arms. Members of tank and gun crews were instructed in the duties of the other members of the crew. Medical personnel received training in the evacuation of wounded from the mine fields.

During the period, the Military Government Officer lectured the officers and the first three grades of NCO's of the various units on "Conduct in Germany." Training in the operation of tank dozers and flame throwers was conducted by the Engineers and Chemical Warfare Service respectively, and instructions and practice in scouting and patrolling was carried out.

ON TO GERMANY!

On 13 November, XIII Corps Field Order #1, was issued outlining the plans of coming operations. The mission of the XIII Corps was to attack in its zone after the capture of GEILENKIRCHEN, seize LINNICH and establish a bridgehead across the ROER RIVER. The mission of the protecting of the north flank of the XIII Corps was given to a task force formed under the command

S-E-C-R-E-T

-9-

S-E-C-R-E-T

of the Commanding Officer of the 113th Cav. Gp., known as Task Force BIDDLE. It was composed of the following:

113th Cav. Gp

113th Cav Rcn Sq Mecz
125th Cav Rcn Sq (-B);
3rd Bn., 407th Inf. Regt. (102nd Div.)
40th Tank Bn

A/814 TD Bn
1/Rcn/814 TD Bn
A&C/203 AAA Bn
434th, 440th, 489th Arm'd FA Bns.

The 7th Armored Division (- the units in TF BIDDLE), in corps reserve, was directed to be prepared to pass through the bridgehead and attack to the east, and also to be prepared to counterattack against a German thrust from the north. At 171000 November, the units of the division attached to TF BIDDLE moved to an assembly area northwest of HEERLEN, and were closed therein by 1500A. The remainder of the division continued the period of rehabilitation, maintenance, and training.

18 November was designated as a day of rest for the division and all training, maintenance, and other duties except the necessary guard and fatigue details were suspended throughout the day. The training program was resumed on 19 November.

On 21 November, operations instructions were issued directing the division to assemble west of HEERLEN prepared for operations to the east. Units of the Ninth Army had progressed so rapidly that TF BIDDLE was dissolved without being committed and at 211000A November, all of the 7th Armored Division units that were attached to the task force were released to division control in their present locations. The division began to move to the new location on
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21 November, and by the following day, had completed the movement except for a few stragglers. Division Headquarters was established in ROBROEK on 22 November. The division was grouped in assembly area by combat commands prepared for operations to the east.

The 17th Tank Bn was attached to the 84th Inf. Div. on 21 November, and moved out to join that division on 22 November. Its mission was to aid in repulsing any possible German counterattacks employing armor. On 23 November, the 40th Tank Bn. and Co. A of the 814TD Bn. were attached to the 2nd Armored Division and moved to an assembly area under the control of that division.

On 25 November, instructions were received from XIII Corps outlining impending operations. The 84th Inf. Div. was to attack and seize the towns of WURM and LINDERN. The organic artillery of the 7th Armored Division was to support the attack. One combat command was to move east of the WURM RIVER to be prepared to counterattack to the east, northeast, or north.

The Division Artillery, consisting of the 434th, 440th, and 489th Armored FA Bns., plus Cos. A and C of the 203rd AAA Bn., moved to the vicinity of GEILENKIRCHEN under Corps control on 28 November. At 0117 of that day, the 40th Tank Bn,(-B&D) was attached to the 84th Inf. Div. At the same time Cos. B&D of the 40th Tank Bn and Co A of the 814th TD Bn reverted to the 7th Armored Division's control. Cos. B&D of the 40th Tank Bn were placed under the command of CCR. CCR was alerted to move to an assembly area east of the WURM RIVER. The 17th Tank Bn. had reverted to the control of the division from the 84th Inf. Div. at noon of 27 November and was attached to CCR. CCR was then made up of the 38th Arm'd Inf. Bn., and the 17th Tank Bn., plus two companies
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(B&D) of the 40th Tank Bn., two platoons of the 814th TD Bn., a Medical Detachment, and an Ordnance Detachment. It moved to an assembly area in UBACH, closing into position on 291400 November. The area had been previously cleared of mines by Co. C of the 33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn. The balance of the division remained in Corps reserve prepared to move to the east on Corps order.

The 84th Inf. Div. began its attack at 290730 November and was supported by the Division Artillery plus the 17th Tank Bn, to give indirect fire. The only units of the 7th Armored Division committed under division control were Co. B of the 40th Tank Bn, and one platoon of Co C of the 814th TD Bn., ordered by the CO of CCR to LINDERN, to reinforce Co. A of the 40th Tank Bn. An enemy counterattack against the town was repulsed by these units, and the reinforcements remained in the town to assure its being held. At 302100 November, the 17th Tank Bn, was released from CCR and attached to the 102nd Inf. Div.

At the end of November, the 7th Armored Division, after nearly a month of rest, training and maintenance, was located astride the Holland-German border. As the division had not been in action for the greater part of the month, losses in equipment and personnel were not heavy.

The division lost the following vehicles during the month: 12 medium tanks, 2 light tanks, 2 M-10 TD's, 1 armored car, and 11 other vehicles of all types. Estimated personnel losses for the month (per G-1 figures) are as follows: 88 killed in action, 31 missing in action, 225 wounded in action,, and 585 sick and non-battle casualties.

The damage to the enemy in equipment destroyed and personnel killed and wounded is unknown. 70 prisoners of war were taken during the month.
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During the period 1 November to 30 November 1944 the Division used the following amount of supplies:

189,325 gal. fuel
  2,075 gal. oil
  3,470 lbs. grease
  1,137 tons rations
472,170 gal. water
Ammunition:

Cal. .30, all types
403,736

Cal, .45, Ball
 16,200

Cal. .50, MG (2-2-1)
 35,260
37mm Gun, HE, M63
    170

57mm Gun, all types
    692
75mm, all types, G & H
  3,838

76mm, Gun, all types
  1,042
105mm, a11 types, How
 36,049
60mm Mortar, all types
  3,288

81mm Mortar, all types
  2,005
Rockets, HE, AT
  1,640
Grenades, all types
  6,537
Mines, anti-Per
     18

2" Mortar Smoke, Bomb
    346
4.5 Proj  4,800 TNT
  3,682 lbs.
Flare, Trip, M8
    550
For the Commanding General:
(signed)

CHURCH M. MATTHEWS


Colonel,    G.S.C.

Chief of Staff
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Hq Second Army

November 7


Dear Hasbrouck,

Before you leave Second Army T want to thank you and your Division for the work you have done for us.

In particular I congratulate you all on the splendid way in which you held off the strong enemy attack which came against you at Meijel. You were heavily outnumbered, but, by holding firm as you did, you gave me ample time to bring up the necessary reserves.
I appreciate very greatly the high fighting qualities, which your Division showed.

My best wishes for your future operations and good luck!


Yours sincerely,


/s/ M. C. DEMPSEY

    M. C. DEMPSEY 

APPENDIX I
Part 2.
COPY

A SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY

by

Lieutenant-General Sir R. N. 0'Connor, K.C.B., D.S.C ., M.C.,
General Officer Commanding 8 (British) Corps.

_____________________________________________________________

TO ALL RANKS, 7TH US ARMORED DIVISION.
It has been a great honour to have had the 7th US Armored Division serving under my command, and it is with much regret that I now have to say goodbye to you all.

You have had a hard and strenuous time with much heavy fighting, and you may well be proud of the results you have achieved.

I would like to thank you all for your wholehearted co-operation, and to tell you how much your efforts have been appreciated by us.

I hope that perhaps you will carry away some friendly memories of the time you have spent in 8 (British) Corps, when we were fighting side by side against the common enemy.

In the meantime I wish you all the best of luck and a safe return to your homes. These wishes are not mine alone; they are those of all ranks of the whole Corps.


/s/ R. N. O'CONNOR

    R. N, 0'CONNOR
BLA
    Lieutenant-General

7 Nov 44
    Commander, 8 Corps.
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LIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS.

JOURNALS AND MESSAGES.


G-1 Journal and Messages.

G-2 Journal and Messages.

G-3 Journal and Messages.

G-4 Journal and Messages.

REPORTS AND ORDERS.

G-2 Notes.


G-3 Battle Report.

G-2 Periodic Reports.

G-3 Periodic Reports.

Operations Instructions.


General Orders.

THE AFTER ACTION REPORTS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (JOURNALS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, AND OVERLAYS, ETC.,) OF THE FOLLOWING COMPONENT AND ATTACHED UNITS OF THE 7TH ARMORED DIVISION:


Combat Command "A".

Combat Command "B".

Combat Command "R".


7th Armored Division Trains.

7th Armored Division Artillery.


7th Armored Division Quartermaster.

23rd Armored Infantry Battalion.

38th Armored Infantry Battalion.

48th Armored Infantry Battalion.

17th Tank Battalion.


31st Tank Battalion.


40th Tank Battalion.

434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion.

440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion.

489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion.


33rd Armored Engineer Battalion.


77th Medical Battalion, Armored.


87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized.

129th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion.

147th Armored Signal Company.


203rd AAA Auto Weapons Battalion (SP) (Attached).

814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP) (Attached).

S-E-C-R-E-T

S-E-C-R-E-T

G-2 NOTES, SEVENTH ARMORED DIVISION, NOVEMBER 1-30 1944:

November’s beginning saw the 7th Armored Division continuing its offensive action to the east of NEDERWEERT, HOLLAND with the assigned mission of pushing eastward in conjunction with the 15th Scots Inf (British) to clear the enemy from the area to the north of the Canal Du Nord and the adjoining canals over which the enemy's major counter-attack had developed toward the latter part of the preceeding month. Elements of our forces were to the east of the canal running north-south just east of NEDERWEERT, some six to eight kilometers north of that town. These forces had maintained contact with the enemy, identified as an element of the Parachute Lehr Regiment.

November 1st saw little action. The enemy's artillery was active, firing concentrations into the Division area. The only ground contact was made on an extremely small scale. Several prisoners were taken, and through them further identifications of HERMANN Regiment was made. Prisoners also stated that 423 Army Artillery Battalion was located within supporting range of the Division sector, which probably accounted for the amount of Artillery fire received.

On the following day, the enemy's actions were similar in nature. He was able to break contact on the ground because he could observe everywhere and reduce our movement by artillery and mortar fire. He covered all avenues of approach with well sited anti-tank guns, and his use of mines was extensive. His fires were totally defensive in nature. The only positive identification made was of FISHER Battalion of HERMANN Regiment. It was believed that the strength on the near side of the cnal was not excessive, but it was an established fact that even with a reduced force, the Germans were able to utilize the terrain (which was certainly
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favorable to his chosen tactics) to delay us to a maximum.

The question of the whereabouts of the two Divisions which the enemy had used in his counterattack (9 Pz Div and 15 Pz Gren Div) was one of major importance. On November 3rd the British to the north identified a forward observer of the artillery of the 15 Panzer Grenadier Division, indicating that at least a part of these formations was still in the "show". The enemy's activities on the Division front were unchanged. The most difficult problem was to reach the enemy through his mine and fire screen to close with him.

The enemy continued his previous day's actions on November 4th. He laid mines, withdrew, and covered the withdrawal with artillery fire. Throughout this action, the enemy's capability of throwing forces into the fight from across the Canal Du Nord to stem our advance or launch counterattacks were not overlooked. Higher headquarters maintained constant surveillance on the Canal line, weather permitting, and assigned support aircraft to destroy the bridge over this canal into the Division's zone.

Documents were captured on the 4th which added further proof to the belief that HERMANN Regt was an integral part of the 344 Infantry Division. It was the general consensus of opinion that this Division had the mission of defending the so-called "canal defense line", which provided an ample barrier to the Venlo bridgehead area.

On November 5th, it seemed that the enemy was playing up his attention on our south flank along the canal line. There had been indications of attempted bridging activity on the night of November 4-5 and some armor appeared on the far shore during the daylight

-2-

S-E-C-R-E-T

hours. There was, however, no contact whatsoever made on the ground by our troops advancing to the east.

There was still only very meager contact made with the enemy on November 6, though there was certainly ample evidence that the Germans had been on the ground; minefields were numerous and constituted our only real obstacle. The only contact wade was in the capture of a machine gun team which was of Battalion PAUL, another element of HERMANN Regiment. According to the prisoners, they were on a Main Line of Resistance for the battalion. There had been little indication previously of the establishment of a defensive line, but such seamed logical at or near where these prisoners were taken, for such would tend to protect the few remaining crossing sites along the canal line that were usable, and to protect as well the foothold that the Germans maintained in the “MEIJEL Corner".

There was some activity from enemy air over the Division's area during hours of darkness; however, no casualties or damage to our troops or installations resulted.

There still was no ground C contact with the enemy on November 7th. Some artillery fire (observed) was directed from the far side of the canal line on our troops clearing minefields, and some fire was received in the vicinity of NEDERWEERT.

Contact was broken with the enemy in this particular sector as the Division was detached from it s
 mission with the British forces, and except for elements of the command which did not operate under Division control, contact was not gained during the remainder of the month in the newly assigned sector.
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With the reassignment to Ninth US Army, and subsequent assignment to XIII US Corps, the interest of the intelligence agencies was focused on area of projected operations.

Probably at no time during the Division's period of combat had items of intelligence nature been so abstract and yet of so much interest as during the remaining portion of November. Projected operations, most importantly, carried the Division in Germany. Secondly, as the situation confronting Allied elements with which we were to work developed, it appeared that this particular front was the one into which the Germans were throwing their greatest strength (and naturally so, for it was from this front that the greatest threat to Germany's industrial Ruhr could and was developing)

As the anticipated mission of the 7th Armored was the exploitation of the establishment of a bridgehead over the Roer River near LINNICH TO Capture high ground east thereof (vicinity JACKERATH – TITZ), basic efforts were directed at a complete and MAIN study of the ground, what the enemy did with it, and how the situation developed. Such experience as were gained by other troops in fighting the enemy in this particular sector were exploited, and training to cope with him along these lines was effected.

The month saw the sector draw a major portion of the mobile reserve of the western front in the form of the Sixth Panzer Army, and it saw the Germans defending more tenaciously than at any time since the operations in Normandy. Luckily, there was ample time to watch the situation develop and direct efforts accordingly before there was Divisional commitment.
Although there was no Division combat to be accomplished
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during the month, and was given those units detached from the Division on special missions.

Photographic interpretation, battle experience, and study of German Order of Battle, constituted the focuses of greatest attention in all the preparations.

At the end of November, the total prisoners of war captured to date was 6052, very few of whom were captured during the month.

As the month ended, studies were still being directed to the originally anticipated mission. Much had been accomplished, but with the fluidness of the enemy's forces and his exceptional digging power, a constant problem remained at hand.

- END -

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION

Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3


03 December 1944

BATTLE REPORT FOR MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1944

This period opened with the Division continuing operations under the British VIII Corps in the vicinity of Weert, Holland. Brigadier General R. W. HASBROUCK assumed command of the Division at 010001 November 1944.
The effort of reducing the front of the Division continued on 01 November as the 53 Division, British, relieved CCB along the Wessem Canal.

The period from 02-07 November included an attack by one combat command supported by other elements of the division. CCA was reinforced with an additional infantry battalion for this attack due to the swamps and road net, as well as enemy resistance. The mission of the division of securing the north bank of the Canal Du Nord and destroying enemy in the division zone was successfully accomplished by CCA. The technique used consisted of two balanced forces attacking on a narrow front supported by four battalions of artillery and progressively seizing small portions of the division objective. As each portion of the objective was secured, other troops of the division relieved the attacking units and thus allowed continued pressure on the enemy. This operation ceased as the division was relieved in the zone of the VIII Corps (British) by the 15th Scottish and 51st Highlander Divisions.
During the period 08-13 November the division moved to concentration area around St. Geertruid, Holland where it rested, rehabilitated, and prepared for future employment with the Ninth U.S. Army.
During period 13-17 November the Division Commander and staffs of this division and combat commanders were busily engaged in formulation of plans for the division employment under the XIII Corps in accordance with Field Order #1, Hq XIII Corps, 13 November 44. Since the anticipated employment of the division was not expected for several days, troops of the division concentrated on personal rehabilitation and the maintenance of equipment.

On the 17 November, 40 Tank Battalion with a company of 814 TD Battalion moved to concentration area West of Heerlen, Holland and was attached to 113th Cavalry Group as a part of Task Force BIDDLE. During the period 17-21 November staff work continued in connection with the employment of the division as a whole while elements of Task Force BIDDLE concentrated on perfecting Tank-Infantry coordination. The latter was necessitated primarily because of the attachment to Task Force BIDDLE of an infantry battalion foreign to the 40th Tank Battalion. Past experience has shown that close tank work ???? foot infantry and tanks is mandatory. Also during this period the division ???? North to the vicinity of Heerlen primarily to have elements of the division ???? the First Army MSR and thus facilitate anticipated movement to the East.
On the 22 November, 17 Tank Battalion moved from division control ???? area Muthagen
, Germany  where it was attached to the 84 Infantry Division ????
· 1 –
Supported this division in its advance toward Gereonsweiler. Employment of this battalion was a company at a time with each infantry battalion committed. Faulty inter-communication between the foot infantry and tanks made difficult early accomplishment of the assigned mission.
On the 23 November, 40 Tank Battalion with A Company of 814 TD Battalion were attached to the 2nd Armored Division and moved to the forward area vicinity of Gereonsweiler prepared to relieve the 67 Armored Regiment. These troops were employed with an RCT of the 335 Infantry. When the RCT of the 335 reverted to 84 Infantry Division, the 40 Tank Battalion continued in support of this RCT for the operations vicinity of Lindern, Germany.
On the 27 November, 17 Tank Battalion was relieved of supporting the 84 Infantry Division and was placed in areas presently to be occupied by 7th Division Artillery with the mission of supporting Division Artillery in the forthcoming operations by indirect fire. On the 28 November, 7th Armored Division Artillery moved into positions general area of Emmendorf
 – Beggendorf – Puffendorf, Germany for the purpose of supporting the XIII Corps in its attack to seize Linnich and the Roer River line. The utilization of the tank battalion was for the purpose of increasing the supporting fires of the Division Artillery and at the same time effecting economy of artillery ammunition. Prior to movement of Division Artillery to area referred to above, one (1) company of 33rd Armored Engineers was sent forward to sweep the proposed area of enemy mines.
In accordance with Field Order #2 issued by Hq XIII Corps, 272000 November 1944, one (1) combat command was moved east of the Wurm River prepared to support the attack of the XIII Corps on Corps order. The combat command in addition to its organic infantry and tank battalion contained two (2) platoons of TD’s and one (1) medium and light tank company from the 40th Battalion. The combat command was placed in the vicinity of Ubach, Germany to take advantage of suitable road nets for employment to the North, Northeast or East. However, the organic tank battalion (17th Tank Battalion) was left under operational control of the Artillery Commander for supporting fires. Direct liaison by this combat command with both supported infantry divisions of the Corps as well as the forward CP of Corps made chain of command difficult and encouraged commitment of troops without authorization by the Armored Division Commander. This situation was definitely clearified
 the second day of the operation when the Corps Commander specified that CCR would be employed directly under Corps control.
The coordinated attack of XIII Corps supported by elements of the 7th Armored Division jumped off as planned the morning of 29 November. The 40th Tank Battalion during the first days
 operation in support of the 84 Infantry Division negotiated anti-tank ditches and proceeded in reaching the objective with two (2) companies by nightfall. The Armored Engineers were utilized in this action only after their rapid advances had been halted by a tank casuality
 due to an enemy mine. Further support by the 40th Tank Battalion of the front line infantry divisions was facilitated by retaining Armored Engineers well forward. On the last day of the month, the 17th Tank Battalion was relieved from control of 7th Armored Division and attached to 102 Infantry Division to support its attack east to seize Linnich and the Roer River line.

C. E. LEYDECKER


Lt. Col., G.S.C.
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� Transcribed by Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) from the original at National Archives II, Record Group 407 (Adjutant General), Box 15545, Folder 8 (607-0.3 After Action Report November 1944). Obvious spelling errors and word-spacing errors in the original have been corrected in this transcript. Page breaks have been retained, but line breaks have not been retained. The original formatting is retained.


� The spelling “it s” is left as in the original.


� This 2-page document is a very flimsy and worn carbon copy (apparently at least a third carbon, since the ink is diffused) which is very difficult to read. The lower right portion of the first page is completely worn away and lost, so that four question marks (????) are used to indicate lost words.


� Could be Huthagen.


� Unsure if this is the correct transcription of the diffuse ink in the word.


� This spelling is left as in the original.


� This spelling is left as in the original.


� This spelling is left as in the original.





