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HEADQUARTERS

774th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

APO 339


5 November 1944

SUBJECT:  After Battle Report (Monthly).

TO     :  The adjutant General, Washington, D. C.

          (Thru Channels)

1. The period ending 31 Oct 44 marked the first month of combat for this Bn. The Bn was attached to the 7th Armd Div prior to 1 Oct 44 for duration of what was expected to be a short campaign to drive the enemy to the East of the Maas River in the area bounded on the North by Overloon, Holland, on the West by Asten, Holland and on the South by Weert Holland.

2. The attack started 30 Sept 44, direction of thrust South through Overloon, Holland, 774th FA Bn in general support and reinforcing fires as tactical conditions indicated. Progress was extremely slow and many German counter attacks were experienced.

3. The Bn occupied 3 positions: From 1 Oct 44 to 7 Oct 44, Northwest of Overloon, Holland, supporting the attack on Overloon; from 7 Oct 44 to 30 Oct 44, vicinity of Asten, Holland, supporting attack on Meijel; from 30 Oct 44 to 4 Nov, vicinity of Weert Holland, supporting attack on Meijel.

4. A total of 693 missions firing 10,513 rounds were conducted during the period. A break down by position and type of mission follows:

a.
First Position.


(1)
Observed by Air OP: Missions, 31; Rounds, 565


(2)
Observed by Forward Observer: Missions, 20; Rounds, ,453


(3)
Unobserved Fire: Missions, 130; Rounds, 1,324


(4)
Total: Missions, 181; Rounds, 2,342

b.
Second Position.


(1)
Observed from Air OP: Missions 55; Rounds, 1,324


(2)
Observed by Forward Observer: Missions, 78; Rounds, 1,204


(3)
Unobserved Fires: Missions, 370; Rounds, 5,558


(4)
Total: Missions, 503; Rounds, 8,086

c.
Third Position.


(1)
Observed from Air OP: Missions, 2; Rounds, 23


(2)
Unobserved Fires: Missions, 7; Rounds, 62


(3)
Total: Missions 9; Rounds, 85

d. Total for month:


(1)
Observed by Air OP: Missions, 88; Rounds 1,912


(2)
Observed by Forward Observers,Missions,98; rounds 1,657


(3)
Unobserved Fires: Missions 507; Rounds 6,944


(4)
Total for the period: Missions 693; Rounds, 10,513
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5. Personnel Losses:


a.
BC, "C" Btry--MIA.


b.
S-2--LWA.


c.
LnO evacuated (non-battle casualty).


d.
8 EM evacuated (non-battle casualties).

6. The Bn has functioned smoothly and efficiently throughout the period. Maximum use was made of Air OPs. Ground observation was very poor due to limited points of observation. Frequent and detailed reconnaissance for new positions were made in forward as well as flanking and rear areas.


(signed)

W.R. BINKLEY,

Lt Col, FA,


Commanding.
