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REPORT AFTER ACTION AGAINST ENEMY, MONTH OF DECEMBER 1944

This battalion occupied positions in vicinity of Schonberg, Belgium, coordinates P9588, map Europe, 1/100,000 sheet Sq, on 3 October 1944. On 27 October 1944, Battery "A" was displaced forward to Wischeid, Germany, coordinates of battery position 99509047, map Germany, 1/25,000, GSGS 4414, sheet 5603. Battery "B" was displaced forward to coordinates 9575286953, map Germany, 1/25,000, GSGS 4414, sheet 5603, on 1 November 1944; Battery "C" remained in position at coordinates 9299189136, map Belgium, 1/25,000, GSGS 4414, sheet 5703. On 1 December 1944 the battalion occupied these positions.
From the 1st to the 15th of December, the battalion continued improvement of shelters against inclement weather, fired counterbattery and harassing missions, and maintained corrections for assigned defensive fires to be delivered upon call of 402d D A Group FDC.

Upon 16 December the battalion delivered defensive fires as prearranged, principally from Battery "C". At 1035 hours 16 December, Btry "A" was ordered to displace to the rear according to retrograde plan B, Hq VIII Corps Artillery. Difficulty and delay was experienced during this displacement due to weather and terrain. Btry "A" occupied positions coordinates 9405688849, map Europe, 1/100,000, sheet S1. At 1545 hours 16 December, Battery "B" displaced to the vicinity of St Vith, Belgium, according to Retrograde Plan B. One 2½  ton truck was destroyed by shell fragments and could not be moved. At 2200 hours, Btry "A" and Battalion Headquarters were ordered to displace to vicinity of St Vith. At 0820 hours 17 December, Battery "C" was ordered to displace to vicinity St Vith. This was accomplished barely in advance of enemy armor by marching cross country a portion of the way. One 2½ ton truck and M10 trailer became stuck in mud and were destroyed.
At 1315 hours 17 December, the battalion was ordered to displace from vicinity of St Vith to an area near Cierreux, Belgium, coordinates P7184, Map Belgium and NE France, 1/100,000, sheet 13. One howitzer was destroyed because of broken limber. Military traffic was congested and delay was experienced. Near Vielsalm, Belgium (P7089), about 1700 hours, the battalion was ordered to turn around and return to an area near Poteau, Belgium (P7791) and occupy positions. Military traffic was exceedingly congested and much delay was experienced. The battalion closed in bivouac at Poteau at 0230 hours, 18 December.

At 0420 hours 18 December, the battalion received orders to displace the first thing in the morning of 18 December to the same area previously given near Cierreux (P7184). The battalion started moving from the area at Poteau at 0530 hours. Because of congested traffic and mud, much delay
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was experienced. Vehicles and prime movers with howitzers were stuck. By 0630 all light vehicles and trucks of the heavy column were on the road except one 2½ ton truck and one 3/4 ton truck were lost. The remaining vehicles and equipment were put on the road.

The battalion with three howitzers moved to vicinity of Cierreux and then to an area (P400732) approximately 6 miles southwest of Laroche, Belgium (P4678), then to Bande (3476), to Marche (2983) and on the night of 20-21 December to an area (278490) in the vicinity of Recogne, Belgium (2948).

The morning of 21 December Battery "A" with three howitzers was attached to the 578th F A Bn. The remainder of the battalion was organized as a task force to reinforce the local security of the Corps Artillery. The service element of the battalion was moved to Clemency, France (P1621) and was joined that night by the task force of the battalion. Battery "A" returned to the battalion the following day.

The battalion was given the mission of reinforcing the defenses in a sector south of the Semois River, Belgium, and to place one battery in position to cover the bridge at Sedan, France (O 9926) and its approaches. Simultaneously with this, the battalion was given the mission of rehabilitating and reequiping for combat.

At the close of the month, Battery "A" occupied position at coordinates O 937202. The remainder of the battalion maintained road blocks and defensive positions at the following coordinates: P035353, P085335, P142319, P314130 and P145230.

The battalion fired a total of one thousand five hundred fourteen (1514) rounds of ammunition during the month. the following missions were fired:
TOT
11

Harassing
41

Interdiction
5

T/opportunity
5

Counterbattery
10

Registration
1

Ck Registration
9

Destruction
5

Neutralization
1

Defensive
8


(signed)


CARROLL J. REILLY


Lt Col, FA


S E C R E T
Commanding
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