Combat Interviews of the
40th Tank Battalion

(7th Armored Division)

December 1944

The original documents, from which the copies were made (in the 1990’s by National Archives staff) for this transcription, are at the National Archives, in the Adjutant General’s Records (Record Group 407), in Folder 287 in Box 24097.

Transcribed by William H. Bell, nephew of Hoyt Bell of Company “C”, 40th Tank Battalion and (for Reeves Manhay interview only) Wesley Johnston, son of Walter Johnston of Company “B”, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion.
Most of these are typed drafts with hand-written changes, though some are entirely hand-written. Apparently there never were any further drafts. Entries in bold are uncertain spellings. Text in italics was hand-written in the original. There are almost certainly made transcription errors; so if you believe you have found an error, please contact Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) about it.

The following interviews are included, with the Battalion CO first and then the companies in order (thus not in chronological order of the events), showing the events covered in the interview.
1. Battalion

a. Lt. Col. John C. Brown, CO 40 Tank Bn (2 pages, 1 map) - Manhay
2. Company A

a. Lt. Harold I. Fiedler, CO A/40 (5 pages, 2 maps) - 24 December (Manhay) [includes interview titled “Captain Allen in Manhay”]
b. Lt. Herbert J. Borchers, A/40 (2 pages) - Action at Rodt (22? December 1944)
3. Company B

a. Capt. Emerson Wolfe, CO B/40 (1 page, 1 map) - 18-22 December 1944 (Poteau)

b. Capt. Emerson Wolfe, CO B/40 (1 page) - 24 December 1944 (Manhay)
4. Company C

a. Lt. Gerald E. Reeves, 1st Platoon Leader, C/40 (6 pages, 3 maps) 18-22 December 1944 (Poteau)
b. Lt. Gerald Reeves, A/40 (1 page) - Manhay, 24 December 1944
5. Company D

a. 1st Sgt. Melvin Kruck and others, D/40 (2 pages, 1 map) Manhay; Gouvey

Interviewer: Lt R. E. MERRIAM, 4th I and H

Interview with CO 40th TK BN - LT COL. John C. BROWN

MANHAY

11 January 45

____________________________________________________
Probably about 2000 a column of CCA, 48th Inf, half tracks, peeps, and light tanks were passing thru Manhay as a part of the withdrawal planned for that evening. Mixed in with the column were some 9th AD vehicles. All was quiet until suddenly a German Tank which had worked its way into the column decided it was time to open up on the remainder of the column. The Germans side swipped a D/40 light tank, and then took off up the hill where it pulled in to the edge of the woods and then began to fire back at the column. Another light tank, several half tracks, and a number of peeps were hit by the tank. The tank was not hit, and it is thought that he worked his way around to the E and back to his friendly column.

During the confusion following the shootings another group of three enemy assault guns went thru the town, past the friendly positions. They apparently took up positions on the high ground to the N of Manhay because shortly after this column was noticed by Col. Brown enemy HE fire began falling on the town. To the S of Manhay in the meantime all had been quiet. The situation was roughly as follows: during the afternoon the 40th Tk Bn had been given a new defensive position to the rear of the friendly lines then in the area. Positions were rapidly picked, emplacements were dug for the tanks in the C/40 sector. The position was generally favorable with commanding terrain which looked down the enemy's throat. The disadvantages for the evening were that there was no contact with the enemy, the units were in new positions where contact had not been established with enemy troops on all sides, and it was presumed that friendly forces were to the front. The projected operation was that the 3rd AD would hold to the front while the 7th AD set up its new defensive
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positions, after which the 3rd AD would withdraw. However, apparently the 3rd AD had already withdrawn all its forces but the screening force to the front. (7th AD was unhappy about withdrawing because it thought the defensive positions were better than the new ones to which they were going.

The enemy bazooka teams which caught A/40 may have been building up in the woods all afternoon or they may have moved out just ahead of the tanks. In any event they did their job well. The enemy tank column coming down the road toward C/40 had the advantage of a bright moon which made the 40th tanks stand out against the snow. All C/40 tanks were hit.

When the tank column continued on into MANHAY the only friendly troops in town were the tanks of the Colonel, Lt. Fiedler, Sgt. Janney, and Captain Allen. The Colonel was on the rear deck of the Captain's tank, looking for the Captain. The Captain was looking for the Colonel. The gunner of Captain Allen's tank spotted the enemy tank about 35-50 yards away. He wasn't sure of the identification so he asked the Colonel if he should fire. The Colonel took one look and said yes. He opened up and the enemy tank was knocked out. The second tank in the column immediately opened fire with the machine gun, then the flare, and finally the big gun which hit the Captain's tank and knocked the Colonel to the ground. When he came to, the Colonel got on one of the light tanks (or perhaps a truck) which was at the corner, and rode out of town with it to the W. Later he worked his way back to his Bn.

In the meantime just before the Colonel was knocked off the tank he had given instructions to the assault gun platoon to set up defensive positions on the high ground to the N of Manhay. He had also sent his S-3, Major Corbin, back to that position to organize the AG's (105 on medium tank), and to collect what stragglers they could round up from the 48th AIBn. By the time the Colonel returned the position was set up. Early on the morning of the 25th B/40 also arrived on the scene and added to the defense.

[MAP]
MANHAY

24 DEC

[The following positions are shown and named.]

Lt. Fiedler

Colonel Brown

Sgt Janney (crippled)

Captain Allen

German column [coming north on N15 to Manhay and then heading west]
[with one vehicle marked] hit by Captain Allen's gunner


Interviewer: Lt R. E. MERRIAM, 4th I and H

Interview with -LT HAROLD I FIEDLER, CO, Co A, 40th Tk Bn

8 January 45

____________________________________________________

24 December

In the afternoon A/40, consisting of the first platoon of three tanks led by Lt Fiedler, the second platoon of 3 tanks led by Lt Robert Strahl, the Captain's tank, and the arty FO's tank, were ordered to move south of Manhay to set up defensive positions vicinity 540675.
When the tanks reached their position they found the best firing positions in the field to the front of the woods, and they went into positions there, first platoon on the right and second platoon on the left. The furthest tank left was almost up against the road.
Shortly after their arrival in those positions the tanks of Lt Fiedler and his platoon received four rounds of AT fire from almost due E. None of the shots scored a hit, and the firing stopped as rapidly as it had began. The tankers were unable to locate the source. Lt Fiedler speculated that the enemy might have been zeroing in for the morning (it was getting dark) or he might have been knocked out by a friendly tank or bazooka team (firing was heard to the ?
) . In any event Lt Fiedler moved his platoon back into the edge of the woods to effect more cover. The second platoon tanks remained in the field. The infantry were dug in to the rear of the tanks.
Soon after the tanks were moved into the woods a T/4 from a platoon of light tanks with the 3rd AD came over to the A/40 tanks and informed Captain Allen that their force was to make an attack on ODEIGNE that night and that they were slightly to the W of A/40 at that time. Thus did Captain Allen assume his flank to be secure.
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Also the tankers had been told to expect a friendly column to approach from the S or west during the night. It was to be a column of the 3rd AD pulling back.
It was a bright moonlight night, and an hour or two after dark Sgt. Charles C. Janney spotted several figures at the point of woods at 542873. A mg fired several rounds (source unknown) and the figures disappeared. Shortly thereafter three more figures were noticed. This time Sgt. Janney fired, and again the persons disappeared.
About this time the men began to hear tanks rolling to their right front, apparently thru the town of ODEIGNE. Soon they could see the outlines of the tanks moving NE thru town. Lt Fiedler noted that the tank in the lead was spouting blue flame out the end as a Sherman will do. He assumed it was the friendly column. They called BN but could get no information on the column, so in view of the instructions about the friendly column they did not shoot.
Almost simultaneously the first platoon men began to hear noises in the woods to their rear. Sgt Gunther threw out several hand grenades, and things quieted down for a time. Then the rustling started up again. This time Lt Fiedler jumped out onto the back deck of his tank and fired his tommy gun. This time he heard a voice say "comrade, comrade, stop firing". He fired another burst, and once again things quieted down.
After the rustling had died down a radio message came thru that the Bn S-2 wanted to see the company commander at the TD which was sitting along N15 at 545882. The captain took Lt Fiedler back with him to see the S-2; they went down in the Captains tank. When they got to the TD they could not
 find the S-2, so the Captain took
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the tank to look for the S-2. He instructed Lt Fiedler to return to the company and supervise the move of the second platoon back into the woods.
While Lt Fiedler was away from his platoon enemy bazooka-men crawled up on the tanks and knocked out the tank of Sgt. Gunther, crippled the tank of Sgt. Janney, and knocked out the tank of the FO. As Lt Fiedler returned toward his platoon he met the driver of his tank at the edge of the woods where he received word of the enemy attack. Sgt. Janney was able to get his crippled tank out of the woods.
Meanwhile when the second platoon got word over the radio that they were to go into the woods, instead of just backing up in place as was planned they swung out in a circle apparently to go down the highway and come into the woods from the road. As the second platoons tanks were swinging around they also were caught as they came onto the highway by the enemy bazooka fire (apparently from the ditches), and the tanks of Sgt. Mathias and Lt Strahl were both knocked out. Sgt. Whitaker's tank was hit so that the turret could not traverse. Meanwhile, the tank column from ODEIGNE was continuing N toward the A/40 positions.
At this point Lt Fiedler decided that his only recourse was to take the remainder of the company into MANHAY. They limped into town. Sgt. Whitaker's tank was moved to the N of MANHAY after a tank dozer with motor running but no crew had been removed from the road by Captain Allen (whom Lt Fiedler met in town). There Whitaker set up a stationary position which didn't require movement of the turret. The Captain, Sgt. Janney, and Lt. Fiedler put their tanks into position as shown on the attached sketch (see interview with Col. Brown), Fiedler going into position next to the tank of Colonel Brown, Bn CO.
Immediately the Colonel, Captain Allen, and a Captain Maxwell
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of the 3rd AD held a conference on the next move. While this conference was going on (on the back deck of Captain Allen's tank) the tank column sighted earlier in the evening came into the town. Lt. Fiedler was quite certain that the lead tank was an American M4.
When the column was sighted and proved hostile (as evidenced by several rounds of fire) Sgt. Kosowsky, gunner for Captain Allen, fired and hit the lead tank. The second german threw out a flare, and then the next tank hit and knocked out the Captain's tank. The Colonel on the back deck was knocked to the ground. The Colonel and most of the crew of the tank got on one of the 3rd AD light tanks which was moving toward GRAND MENIL. The crew of Sgt Janney's tank also left at this time, being afraid that they could not put up much of a fight with their crippled tank.

Lt. Fiedler and the Colonel's tanks were still in their positions alongside the house. The enemy tank column fanned out, and no fire was directed at those two tanks. Soon Arty began to fall on the town. A noise was heard in the house. Lt Fiedler yelled, "come out or I shoot". No answer was received so he emptied his tommy gun into the building. Lt. Fiedler when he heard no more noise from the house, dismounted and entered the house. He moved thru the house to the front door from where he could look down the main street of MANHAY. He said "there wasn't a god damned thing in sight". By this time he said he felt that "our lives weren't worth a copper penny". Several enemy tanks were by this time to the N of MANHAY, and the tankers felt that if they fired their guns they would be dead pigeons, if they destroyed their tanks they would be discovered, and if they attempted to fight their way out they would be massacred. So they
5-A/40

left the tanks, and headed for friendly lines on foot.
As they were leaving town a heavy arty barrage began falling on the town (friendly), and the men hid in a culvert under the road until dawn. Then they were able to work their way through the woods to friendly lines.

********************

CAPTAIN ALLEN IN MANHAY

When his tank was hit Captain Allen was separated from the Colonel and his crew. The Captain went into a cellar to avoid the arty which began to fall, and while there he was captured by the enemy. The Germans made him carry wounded Germans to the aid station. While he had one wounded German on his back, a friendly arty concentration fell, and the Germans ran for the cellars. Captain Allen dropped the wounded man, and ran in the opposite direction. He got to the edge of town when another arty concentration began to fall. He ran to a foxhole and looked in it only to discover a German. But when the arty began to fall he hopped into the hole with the German. The German was unarmed, as was the Captain, and offered the Captain an apple. Although neither could speak the others language the German made it plain that he had a relative in Chicago, and that he wanted to surrender. By sign language the Captain asked the german if he would shoot if he left. The German said no because he was coming with the Captain. The Captain finally took off thru the field with the German behind him. He finally lost the German, and two days later he made his way to the American lines.

[MAP]
CCA

Positions of A/40 tanks 18-21 Dec

LT. FIEDLER

1 FEB, 45.

[Positions shown north and northwest of Rodt]

[northwest of Rodt - from north to south]

CCA Hq.

Lt. Fiedler

[two tanks indicated south of Fiedler, with following text]

These two tanks were on blocks with other tanks of Lt. Fiedler that were detached and went in this posn 20th. These are tanks which fired at en patrol & freed prisoners.

[north of Rodt]

Lt. Borchers’ Platoon

[Unlabeled Map]

[Showing Area South of Manhay Along N15]

[from south to north]
Enemy tank column [enters N15 at curve]

Sgt. Janney sees people moving [in woods west of road and German tanks]

Enemy bazooka-men ko 2, cripple the other [along N15, north of tank column arrow]

Lt. Strahl, Sgt. Whitaker, Sgt. Mathias [at same point]

Enemy bazooka teams [arrow pointing W to E to following in woods W of Strahl]

[from west to east]

Sgt John Gunther

Sgt Janney - crippled

Lt Fiedler

Captain Allen

Arty FO

[at north end of map along N15, with dashed lines leading back to tanks]

Four tanks make way to Manhay

[The four are Janney, Fiedler, Allen on west

and apparently Whitaker on road]


INTERVIEWER - T/3 LINNELL JONES, 4th I and H

INTERVIEW WITH COMPANY A, 40th TANK BN
Lt. HERBERT J. Borchers
Feb 44

AT Company CP

_____________

Lt. Borchers' account follows the assault of Company B's in most details. He is inclined to think that the enemy action began a little earlier - probably around 0300. The four tanks arranged in general as in the B/48 sketch but shifting frequently to alter their firing positions. One tank went a bit further east of the road and, according to the lieutenant, "must have taken care of a platoon."

One of the four tanks was damaged by AT fire about 1430. It could move very slowly and its turret was damaged.
When the first prisoners were taken into town, the two tanks were withdrawn, one going with the prisoners. The tanks threw HE into the houses and the number of prisoners grew rapidly. About 40 came from one house, the Germans sending out an engineer they had captured to arrange for their surrender. It was here that the Lieutenant-Colonel was captured. He asked the Americans to assault the house and take out several wounded men.
One of the two tanks returned. The prisoners were lined up and marched into Rodt. As they passed the houses, other Germans voluntarily joined the column. Lt Brochers' tank was the one accompanying the column.
The prisoners were to be turned over to service elements of the 48th in Rodt. The lieutenant parked his tank next to a high bank and was with the column when he heard somebody shout that German tanks were approaching. He ran back to his tank to hurry back to the other tanks. As he got up in the turret, he saw an enemy tank coming down the road into town (from the west). At the same time, the crippled tank limped into town with Lt Smart on it.
He tried to pull his own tank out, circle around and get position to fire at the enemy tank, then

A/40/-2

a second enemy tank approached. He was unable to fire at it because of the bank, and started out into the road. The first enemy tank opened up on him but missed. He backed into the bank again.
Then German infantry came in from the north with bazookas. He ordered his tank and the crippled tank evacuated. He and the men made their way south. One man from the crippled tank was lost - MIA.
One of the two other tanks was never heard of and its crew is MIA. The other fired at the enemy tanks. It hit them, but did no damage to two of them. The third may have been disabled. The crew of the tank got away safely.


Interviewer: LT R. E. Merriam, 4th I and H

Interview with 40th TK BN - Captain Emerson Wolfe, CO, Co. B

11 January

____________________________________________________

24 December 44

B/40 moved into positions in the general vicinity MALEMPRE in the afternoon. In the evening when the attack came on A and C companies, B was ordered to move back to the N of Manhay and set up a defensive position astride the road. Captain Wolfe took his tanks, 10 plus the FC, N from MALEMPRE in an attempt to get to the main road thru Tri-le-Cheslaing, but a narrow bridge forced him back to seek exit the other way. His company swung E to LIERNEUX, thence N to WEBERMONT, and then S along N 15 to the new defensive positions. He arrived at these positions around 0400 in the morning after having been considerably delayed by friendly columns moving north along the road to WERBERMONT.


Interviewer: Lt. Robert E. Merriam, 4th I and H

Interview with

40th TANK BN - B COMPANY

CAPT EMERSON J. WOLFE

3 January 45, at company CP, Hoyemont, Belgium
18 December
B/40 moved to an assembly area vicinity SCHLOMMEFURTH in conjunction with attack of CCA on POTEAU. No action that evening.

19 December
Two road blocks were established one with two tanks, an anti-tank (infantry) platoon, and a squad of engineers, and the other with 2 tanks and no infantry (796899). At the first block a mine field was laid and booby traps planted.

20 or 21 December
A platoon of three tanks was sent to outpost in the edge of the woods at 800894 after a number of peeps and their occupants had been lost thru german infiltration of the woods to that point.

22 December
Company moved to immediate W of RODT at the time of the enemy attack on that town. A/40 was to the left of the road to fire into the town, and B/40 was to the right of the road to tie in with CCB units to the S of town. The Bn AG's, under the control of Captain Wolfe, were dispatched to firing positions along the edge of the woods 800894.
A fire fight was carried on with german armored vehicles moving into RODT, but no hits were observed. One B/40 tank was hit.
That night the B/40 tanks were withdrawn to vic PETIT THIER.

[MAP]

B/40
TANKS AT POTEAU

[Map shows road from Poteau (top left) south to Rodt (bottom right)]

[about 30% south from Poteau to Rodt:]

19 DEC - 22 DEC

2 TKS

3RD PLAT

[about 45% south from Poteau to Rodt:]

2 TKS

3RD PLAT

18 DEC - 22 DEC

[about 50% south from Poteau to Rodt:]

4 TKS - 19-22 DEC

[about 55% south from Poteau to Rodt:]

Company Minus 2 TKS

18 DEC

[about 60% south from Poteau to Rodt:]

2ND PLAT
19-22 DEC

[about 75%-80% south from Poteau to Rodt:]

3 TKS

19-22 DEC


Interviewer: LT R. E. Merriam, 4th I and H

Interview with 40th TK BN - Captain Emerson Wolfe, CO, Co. B

11 January

____________________________________________________

24 December 44

B/40 moved into positions in the general vicinity MALEMPRE in the afternoon. In the evening when the attack came on A and C companies, B was ordered to move back to the N of Manhay and set up a defensive position astride the road. Captain Wolfe took his tanks, 10 plus the FC, N from MALEMPRE in an attempt to get to the main road thru Tri-le-Cheslaing, but a narrow bridge forced him back to seek exit the other way. His company swung E to LIERNEUX, thence N to WEBERMONT, and then S along N 15 to the new defensive positions. He arrived at these positions around 0400 in the morning after having been considerably delayed by friendly columns moving north along the road to WERBERMONT.


Interviewer: Lt. Robert E. Merriam, 4th I and H

Interview with:

40TH TANK BN - C CO. LT GERALD E. REEVES, 1ST Platoon Ldr.
3 January 45

18 December
On the morning of the 18th the 48th AIB and C/40 were created as a task force to retake the town of POTEAU key road junction on the north flank of the division sector. The force was organized into a column with a platoon of C/40 leading followed by a platoon of C/48, then by the other two platoons of C/40, and brought up by the remainder of C/48, A/48, and B/48.
The column passed thru ST VITH and headed W for POTEAU. Leading was the first platoon of C/40 in the following order: Sgt Truman L Van Tine, Sgt Milan K. Alpeter, Lt Reeves, and Lt Gayle H Spencer. When the leading tanks reached the clearing in the woods about 1000 yards N of POTEAU (779914) the column halted while the two lead tanks crossed the cleared space and reconnoitered ahead. As these tanks crossed the clearing they were fired upon by enemy self-propelled weapons across the RR cut. Neither tank was hit, and they continued thru the woods and into the open again. As they emerged into the open ground to the S of POTEAU the tankers received small arms fire from the houses, vicinity 774912.
The tanks commanded by Van Tine and Alpeter then pulled back into the woods and radioed back the situation. Col. Rosebaum came to the head of the waiting column at this time to appraise the situation. He immediately ordered C/48 to dismount and move forward two platoons around to the left to approach the southern edge of POTEAU from the west. The remaining platoon of C/40 was to move due north thru the woods
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to the corner of the woods at 776917 where they were to lay down a base of fire. The infantry were to radio back as soon as they established a foothold in the town, and the first platoon tanks were to move down.
As the infantry were moving forward Lts. Reeves and Spencer crossed the clearing and entered the woods to the W. Fire was directed at them, but without effect. However, at this time the half track of Col. Rosebaum suffered a hit. When word came back that the infantry had reached the edge of town, Lt. Spencer and Van Tine moved their tanks to the buildings on the edge. They discovered that only a portion of the infantry had reached these buildings. Lt. Spencer's tank took up a position covering W while Van Tine crossed the road and covered to the N and E. As Van Tine was pulling into position he received some bazooka fire from the house across the street (the one behind which Lt. Spencer had his Tank). Lt. Spencer found himself face to face with a mg 42 nest which he quickly liquidated. Meanwhile as Van Tine maneuvered to get out of he way of the bazooka fire his gun, traversing E, hit a tree, temporarily immobilizing his turret. At that time he received considerable small arms fire from the house to his direct front. Being unable to traverse the turret Van Tine pulled himself out of the tank, grabbed the 50 cal machine gun, and fired from the back deck. He was hit by a sniper almost immediately. His driver sensing that Van Tine was badly hurt backed up the tank, and headed for the rear to get medical aid.

As Van Tine's tank came back to the road Lt. Reeves and

3-C/40 LT REEVES

Sgt. Alpeter moved into town, firing their coaxial guns at the buildings. Shortly thereafter Lt. James L. Sparing, 2nd platoon leader, moved his tank down to replace Van Tine.
During this time the infantry had been unable to move forward because of intense machine gun fire from the edge of the woods to the SW of their position (773914). However, they were finally able to work around these positions and silence the guns. They then moved into the buildings around which the tanks were huddled, and shortly thereafter the sniper fire was silenced. The infantry rapidly set up positions around the tanks to provide the necessary protection for the fast approaching night.
About the time the tanks settled into the S edge of POTEAU the enemy guns (it was not known whether they were tanks or self-propelled guns) apparently moved their positions, and very shortly thereafter the enemy began to fire numbers of rounds of AP and mg fire down the street of POTEAU and into the buildings at the S edge.
As soon as C/40 had consolidated its positions around the tanks, A/48 moved into town, but they were shortly thereafter ordered to move E into the woods and thence to the canal where they were to establish positions on the opposite bank. This movement was successfully carried out. B/48 was then sent to tie in on the right flank of A/48. This infantry line was to give protection to the column on the road to RODT, and to act as flank guard. Later C/48 moved one platoon to the left of the road into POTEAU, on the edge of the woods but to the S of the canal (772917).

4-C/40 LT REEVES
During these movements the enemy fired some small arms fire from across the canal and the RR tracks, and there was a fairly continuous stream of fire down the street, but there were no major enemy attacks, nor were there any successful attempts to infiltrate the tank positions.

19 December

Continued assault gunfire by the enemy, and some small arms fire. Only casualties were Lt. Reeves driver and gunner both hit while outside the tank.

20 December

Enemy assault guns still persisted in firing at the four C/40 tanks in POTEAU. In fact the enemy made it so hot that the tanks were not able to move back and forth except at night time.
During the morning word was passed around that an enemy attack was imminent. Soon thereafter the infantry OP on the top story of one of the buildings spotted five enemy tanks coming around the hill on the road from RECHT. Sgt. Alpeter's was the only tank in town which could fire, but the remainder of the company dug in positions in the woods were able to engage the enemy, and a total of four enemy tanks were accounted for before the other ran. Sgt. Edward L. Burris accounted for three of the enemy. More tanks were hidden behind the crest of the hill, but they did not venture forward.

21 December

At 0100 C/48 moved down the road into POTEAU. They found that the enemy had abandoned the town, leaving only a house full of civilians and one SS soldier in civilian clothes. The civilians hung out the white flag as the Americans came into town.

5-C/40 LT REEVES
Soon after the infantry had out-posted the town the four C/40 tanks moved in and took up positions as indicated on the attached sketch. This movement was preceded by a reconnaissance of the area by Lt. Reeves at 0300. The tanks rolled across the bridge at about 0320. The C/48 men were in positions about 150-200 yards to the front of the tanks.
During the day much abandoned American equipment was hauled out of POTEAU by retriever units. Included in this material were eight eight inch guns, peeps, trucks, etc. Strangely enough the Germans had not destroyed this material before withdrawing from the town.
Later in the day C/48 received permission to outpost the crest of the hill to the N of POTEAU in order to occupy the commanding terrain. One platoon got to the top of the hill and there surprised a group of Germans in American uniforms. However, shortly thereafter this platoon was itself surprised by a large German patrol, and forced to withdraw down the hill.
Late in the morning five more of the tanks of C/40 left their dug-in positions in the woods and came into POTEAU. They took up positions as shown on attached sketch 3. The road from VIELSALM to POTEAU was now completely open.
During the evening and night little activity was reported in the town, but in the woods where the tanks of Capt Nelson, Sgts Freeman and Burrris were located, the enemy struck.
At least one enemy tank got thru the woods to the W of POTEAU, and came up the road from RODT to POTEAU. He had with him some infantry, strength unknown. These enemy attacked the three C/40 tanks remaining in the woods. Sgt Freeman's tank

6-C/40 LT REEVES

was hit by AP fire, and Sgt Burris was hit by bazooka fire. Both tanks were then attacked by infantry; the crews evacuated because both were immobilized. In the meantime Captain Nelson moved his tank when he saw that the other two were hit, and he came into POTEAU. The enemy tanks remained in the dug-in positions occupied previously by the C/40 tanks.

22 December

The morning started out with the report of eight enemy tanks approaching from direction of RECHT. As these tanks came into view they were fired on by the combined fire of the C/40 tanks and four of the enemy were knocked out. The rest pulled back behind the crest of the hill. The only trouble the enemy tanks offered the rest of the day was to occasionally roll up to the top of the hill and fire a few rounds, or to fire at the buildings hoping to injure people with debris. No German infantry participated in these maneuvers.
By this time the tankers were running low on ammunition. The rounds were redistributed so that each tank would have an equal amount. Plans for the withdrawal were then being made. The infantry was to fall back under a smoke barrage. As the tanks began their withdrawal enemy infantry started approaching from the N. But a smoke barrage and arty fire held them back until the withdrawal had been successfully completed to VIELSALM.

[MAP]
POTEAU

POSNS EVENING 18 DEC

[all are on or south of railroad tracks]

[along railroad tracks at Northeast edge of town, east of road crossing over tracks]

A/48     B/48

[at Northwest edge of town, just south of railroad tracks]

1/C/48

[in town]

Spencer  C/48  Alpeter  Sparing  Reeves

[MAP]

POTEAU

MORNING 22 DEC

POSNS TANKS

[along E-W road north of railroad tracks, from west to east,

both west of junction with N-S road]

LT. Spencer [pointing west]

LT. Reeves [pointing east]

[at Northeast end of road bridge that goes over railroad tracks]

Sgt Alpeter [pointing east]

[at Northeast end of three buildings Northeast of E-W/N-S junction]

LT. Spring [pointing north]

[MAP]

POTEAU

AFTERNOON 22 DEC

POSNS TANKS

[Northwest of E-W/N-S junction north of tracks]

Sgt James A. Price [northernmost, pointing north]

Sgt Alpeter [pointing ENE]

Sgt Paul H. Siemer [pointing NNW]

[another tank, pointing west, was shown as Capt. Roy W. Nelson

but the name is then scratched out and Nelson appears further south]

[Northeast of E-W/N-S junction north of tracks]

Sgt Nicholas N. Doti [westernmost, pointing south]

LT. Arthur P. Cline [northeasternmost, pointing east]

LT. Sparing [on south side of building with Cline on other side, pointing east]

[On SW side, between E-W/N-S junction and tracks, from west to east]

Reeves [pointing west]

Sgt Leland C. Callan [pointing east]

[On SE side, between E-W/N-S junction and tracks, from west to east]

LT. Spencer [pointing south]

[south of tracks in cluster of three buldings, no order indicated]
Nelson

Freeman

Burns


Interviewer: Lt. Robert E. Merriam, 4th I and H

Interview with:

CCA - MANHAY - LT Gerald REEVES, Co. A, 40th Tk Bn

8 January 45

____________________________________________________

24 December

C/40 was placed into position to the E of the N15 about 100 yards D of GRAND GOTTA, from W to E 3rd, 2nd, and 1st platoons, with three, three, and two tanks respectively. A tank dozer dug emplacements for the tanks, and by 2000 all were dug in.
At 2130 orders were received to withdraw to the vicinity of MANHAY. One officer had been sent back to make a reconnaissance for new defensive positions. Infantry were dug in to the front of the tanks along the road from MALEMPRE to N 15. The tankers were expecting a friendly column down the main road from the S.

Shortly after 2130 a tank column was seen coming down the road. The lead tank seemed to be backfiring (or else it was getting machine gun fire from the second tank, but this latter possibility did not seem logical). About the time the tanks were identified as enemy and the Captain gave the right flank, fire order, the enemy opened fire. In rapid succession at least five of the tanks were hit. All were evacuated. Enemy flares blinded the tankers. Only several shots were fired at the enemy. As the crews headed for the woods to the N of their positions, the enemy machine gunned the area.

Lt. Reeves walked from 2315 until 0400 when he was finally able to get back to friendly lines.

[MAP]

MANHAY

NIGHT 24 DEC

C/40 POSNS

[at second road bend south of town, east of the road, from west to east]

FO
SGT CALLAN

CAPTAIN NELSON

SGT PRICE

LT SPARING

DOTI

TOBACHER

KLINE

LT REEVES

SGT ALPETER

MALEMPRE

[northward arrow coming onto road at next bend to the south]

ENEMY COLUMN


Interviewer: T/3 Jones, 4th I and H

Unit:
COMPANY D, 40TH TANK BN

Interviewees:
1st Sgt. Melvin Kruck and others

Date:
1 February 1945

Tanks at Manhay

The five light tanks with Company B, 40th Tank Bn, at Malempre, were the same five which were sent toward Fraiture in the afternoon. These tanks met strong enemy patrols, bazooka fire and machine gun fire and returned to Malempre where they were placed on the road block by Captain Wolfe, CO of Company B, 40th Tank Battalion.
Under the plan for withdrawal, these light tanks were to return to Manhay at 2130 hours and join the CCA column moving north. This was an hour and a half before B/40 and A/48 were to withdraw. The tanks left at that time and went into Manhay where the column was forming, arriving there at 2200 hours.
They lined up opposite CCA Headquarters, and the tank commanders went to the battalion Hq for instructions. The battalion referred the column to CCA. When they got there, the information was just coming in regarding the A/40 tanks and the enemy advance to the south. They were only at CCA Hq for 10 or 15 minutes when the German tank got in the column, which was just beginning to move out, and knocked out three D Company light tanks. (The fourth was knocked out much later). The three tanks were those which had stayed in Manhay.
First information on the enemy tank was vague. At first it was thought to be an American TD; then it was reported to be an American medium. The sergeant saw the tank, however, and although it was dark, recognized it as an enemy heavy from the muzzle break.

D/40-2

The tank escaped and headed west. The CCA column continued to move out.
The first part of the CCA column was about 300 yards south of Manhay crossroads when the enemy tank struck.
* * *

Gouvey Block

D/40 tankers confirm the other reports on the Gouvey road block. There was one platoon with five light tanks and headquarters section with one light tank. The headquarters maintenance half-track was also there, but went back shortly after the attack.
The tanks got to the block at 2000 17 December and withdrew about 1230 21 December.
The attack began about 1430 with very heavy mortar fire. There was also some small-arms fire, but the mortars caused the greatest trouble. At that time the rations dump was set on fire. One man, a member of an engineer unit, was wounded by mortar fire.
Shortly thereafter, enemy patrols began coming in and knocked out three vehicles. The men believe they were bazooked. The patrol action did not prove serious and died away. About 1600, the prisoners, estimated to number 750, were moved back. The men do not know what became of them.

[MAP]
Probable location Wordy 1700 24 Dec 44

� The original typed text, before the handwritten revisions, was “CCA - A/40 -LT HAROLD I FIEDLER, CO, - MANHAY”.


� The character here does not appear to be a letter, but if it was it could not be N nor W.


� The paper has torn away here, and the missing piece, containing the words “could not”, appeared over the photocopy of the next page.


� There is a hand-drawn bracket in the left margin, encompassing the first two sentences of this paragraph with the hand-written text “All waiting on Col Brown for true story”.


� This entire interview is hand-written.


� The original text really does have 44 and not 45.


� Van Tine died 18 December 1944 of his wounds. Author George Winter has a web page, with photo, about him on the CRIBA web site (http://www.criba.be/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=69&Itemid=4) and he is also on the web page of 40th Tank Battalion deaths (http://members.aol.com/dadswar/40deaths.htm).


� This was originally typed as 19-20 but the 20 is crossed out by hand.


� This was originally typed as 21 but was changed by hand to 20. Handwritten text in the margin to the left reads “this was the 20th -”.


� This was originally typed as 22 but was changed by hand to 21.


� “This is 22nd” is hand-written in the margin to the left of this paragraph.


� This was originally typed as 23 but was changed by hand to 22.


� It really does say Company “A” and not “C”.





