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We went into line on the west Front on about 10 December, 1944, relieving the 23rd Infantry of the 8th Division. Our line ran north and south from WINTERSCHEID, south through HECHANLENFELD to GROSSKAMPENBERG, a regimental front of about eight miles. The 28th DIVISION was on our right and the 422nd Regiment was on our left. All three Regiments were on line and the DIVISION front covered about twenty-four miles.


When we relieved the 8th DIVISION, we took over their well dug-in positions and their weapons intact. Battalions were very active on both sides and there were frequent artillery exchanges. We had no hint that the Germans were planning an attack. On Saturday morning the 16 December, German artillery shelled the towns behind our front lines very heavily. In our Regiment, the 2nd and 3rd Battalions were on line and the 1st Battalion was in reserve at STEINBRUCH. We were sent up to reinforce the 3rd Battalion on the line that morning. The ground in the front line area was sparsely wooded, but quite rough and rolling. We had what I considered very good positions. There was a Cannon Company in position just to the left front of the town of WINTERSPELT. They were being used as infantry because we were so thinly spread over such a long line.


At about 1030 hours on the 16th December, our Infantry in the Cannon Company were at attacked very heavily. By the afternoon the Cannon Company was completely chewed up. We committed out 'C' Company first, sending them up to the position where the Cannon Company had been. Following that, we sent 'B' Company in and then 'A' Company. The 'Weapons'
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Company was located at WINTERSPELT. This enabled us to hold them fairly well that day. I did not see any tanks that first day, but heard plenty of them. Late in the afternoon it was recognised that the Germans were mounting a major attack. We were ordered to hold WINTERSPELT at all costs. We succeeded in doing so all day in the manner outlined above.


That night at about 1930 hours, the German battalions started to infiltrate in large numbers. About that time I was hit in the leg by a bullet and some of these German battalions captured me. The Germans questioned me but I gave them no information. They particularly wanted to know what forces we had on our right and how much artillery we had. My examiner spoke in perfect English. All of the Germans had been drinking heavily and were in excellent spirits. They stayed with me about two hours, then they moved a machine-gun into what had been my C.P. before I was wounded. I had already sent my men back however and they were several hundred yards to the rear in another position. At this point a second German came to question me. While we were talking we kept moving away from the machine-gun position. Several of them seemed to be arguing about what to do with me. When we were in the open I called to my men who heard me and opened up on us. The Germans ran away and I started to crawl back toward our own position. The Germans were very anxious to keep me prisoner however, and sent up flares so they could see me. I kept down as low as possible, inching my way on my stomach. They searched the ground where they suspected I was with machine-gun bullets and one of them hit me in my other leg. I thought I was lost now so got out my compass and started west. I
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crawled seven miles with Germans nearby all the way. On Sunday morning, 17 December, I reached a woods near an enemy mortar position. They were having a good time talking and joking, and they stopped regularly every twenty minutes to fire a few rounds from the mortar. A patrol passed near me and went down to the mortar position. While they were engaged in talking I moved further away to a road.


At about 1730 hours that afternoon, a Jeep and three ambulances (American) came along the road. I shouted at them, but they went on past. However they were lost and came back along the road a few minutes later and picked me up and put me on a stretcher in the back of one of the ambulances. We moved on then for about two miles when a German stopped us. When he saw that we were wounded he let us go.


We went to ST VITH, but found no American troops there, so we went on to MALMEDY. That was no good either, so we went on back through ST VITH again. West of ST VITH, the roads were full of U.S. troops going up to the front and the civilians stood around in worried groups, discussing their fate and the Germans' return. We rode the ambulance all the way back to PARIS, where wee were evacuated through a hospital.


The casualties in our DIVISION totalled about 8000 men. Of these only 416 were killed and 1600 wounded. The rest are missing. I have heard to two of our Regiments surrendered intact, so I presume that they are living but prisoners. Before that German counter-attack we had no idea of the enemy's intentions. I actually saw a G2 report from Corps which stated that a German counter-attack vas very improbable.
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