Department of the Army

U.S. Army Military History Institute

Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania 17013-5008

PLEASE NOTE, IF YOU NEED MORE ROOM TO FULLY ANSWER A QUESTION, USE THE CONTINUATION SHEET AT THE LAST PAGE AND NUMBER EACH CONTINUED RESPONSE TO CORRESPOND TO THE QUESTION. FEEL FREE TO ATTACH AS MANY CONTINUATION SHEETS AS YOU NEED.

ARMY SERVICE EXPERIENCES QUESTIONNAIRE

PART I - GENERAL MILITARY SERVICE

1.
Name: Russell Joseph Weber
Highest rank or grade held: Sargent

Present Address: 907 Lynwood Court
Apartment:


City: Cranberry Township
State: Penna.
Zip Code: 16066

Co/Trp/Btry you served in: Company "B"
Commanded by: Captain Grandy

Of Battalion: 129th
Commanded by: Major Embrey

Of Regiment:
Commanded by: 


Of Division: 7th Armored Div
Commanded by: Maj. Gen. Lindsey Sylvester- Mar 1942- Nov 1944; Maj. Gen. Robert Hasbrouck- Nov 1044-Aug 1945
2a.
Enlistment date: March 10, 1942
Age: 21
Length of Service: March 10, 1942-Dec. 3, 1945

b.  Place of enlistment: Pittsburg, PA

c.  Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the Army, if at all? None. Steelworker- Amerian Bridge Company- U.S. Steel

d.  If you had previous service in the Regulars, Volunteers, National Guard, Organized Reserve, Civilian Military Training Camps, or Civilian Conservation Corps, please indicate when and where: None

e.  How and why did you join the service? I was drafted.

f.  Please describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.


g.  At the time, did you feel that the 1940 draft was necessary and fair? Yes.

h.  What did you feel about later wartime draft policies? 

i.  Has your opinion of the World War II draft changed since then? If so, how? 

3a.
Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.


I felt bitter against the Japs.

b.  What was your reaction to that attack? 

4a.
What were your initial reactions to entering military service? I was ready.

b.  Please recount your leave-taking from family and friends. It was tough leaving Mother, Dad, Brother and Sister.
5a.
Where did you train as a recruit? Camp Polk Louisiana.

b.  In what specialties were you trained? Small Arms.

c.  Were you trained in first aid, signalling, radio, or the use of any special equipment? If so, what kind?


d(1).  Did you apply for Ranger, Paratroop, or other voluntary additional training? If so, what kind? 


(2).  Why did you seek such training? 

(3).  What were your experiences while undergoing such special training?


e(1).  If you entered an Officers' training program, how were you selected for it?


(2).  What were your experiences while undergoing such training?
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f(1).  If you were ever enrolled in the Army Specialized Training Program, where did you attend? 

(2).  How did you feel about its cancellation?


g.  Did your training prepare you for your service overseas? Yes

h.  What further training, if any, did you receive overseas? None 
6.
At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service? Camp Polk, La, Mojave Desert, Ca, Sand Hill Fort Benning, Ga.
7a.
If you were shown the film series "Why We Fight," what was your reaction to it?


b.  Why did you fight? For the protection of our Country
8a.
What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service? Our weapons were not as good as the Germans, but we could replace them faster, and we had more

b.  Were they reliable? Yes. 
9a.
What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued? Good

b.  How adequate were they for the climate and weather conditions you encountered?


During the Battle of the Bulge, no clothing was warm enough

c.  How responsive were the supply services to your unit's needs? When we crossed France under General Patton's command our Quartermaster units were 100 miles behind our Division
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10a.
What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?


I thought it was good except the way we had to travel crossing France

b.  How did officers commissioned through various means (service academies, ROTC, OCS, National Guard, and battlefield promotions) compare?


They were all good

c.  Please describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?


During the Battle of the Bulge, we had real good leadership from our commanding General Hasbrouck

d.  Who were the "real" leaders -- officers, noncoms, or enlisted men? Please explain.


e.  How often did you see senior commanders in your company or battalion area? Please describe such visits. Not too often

f.  Please recount any cases of soldier violence directed against officers.


We were well trained, I didn't see any.
11a.
What did you think of the discipline at the time (lax, moderate, fair, strict, harsh)? Please comment. Strict.

b.  Please recount any particular punishments far breaches of discipline.


c.  What did you think about military courts and justice? 

12a.
If there was any desertion in your unit, what caused it? None.
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b.  Was there much theft from one another in your unit? No
13a.
What forms of off duty recreation were common: Tag football, baseball, ping pong

b.  What was your opinion of Special Services (USO shows, movies, reading material, personal education opportunities)? Good

c.  What, if any, materials did you read in your leisure time? I wasn't a reader
14.
How did you and your comrades get along with civilians in the US? Good
15a.
How adequate was medical care? Good

b.  Describe the health of your unit. Top Notch
16.
For what did soldiers use their pay? Toilet articles, cigarettes, gambling
17a.
Was drinking a problem in your unit? If so, how were the beverages obtained? No

b.  Was drug use a problem in your unit? If so, which drugs and how were they obtained? No
18.
Was there much gambling? If so, what types? Card games, shooting crap
19.
What songs were popular during your military service? 
20.
What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?

21.
Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination? Please explain. None
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PART II - OVERSEAS SERVICE

22.
When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?


I was ready
23a.
At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?


We didn't know until our ship landed in Scotland

b.  What difficulties, if any, did your unit experience in getting ready to move overseas?


None
24a.
Please identify your port of. embarkation: New York

b.  Please identify the name of your transport: Queen Mary

c.  Please identify your port of arrival: Greenock, Scotland

d.  Please describe your travel experiences (by railroad, plane, truck, or ship):


Our trip across the Atlantic ocean on the Queen Mary was calm, except for 1 day, the ocean got rough
25.
What information, if any, did the Army give you about the countries in which you served? 

26a.
What were your first impressions of service abroad? Most of us wanted to get the war over and get back to the good old U.S.A.

b.  How, if at all, did your views change? None.
27.
How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities? Most of the time it was good
28.
Was there much fraternizing with local women? No
29.
Please describe any looting by soldiers of which you are aware. None
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30a.
How was the morale of your unit? (Consider such things as mail from home, living conditions, general homesickness, etc.) Not bad at sometimes, and not so good sometimes

b.  What effect did combat have on morale? Morale wasn't too high

c.  What factors helped improve morale? When the Division was moving well

d.  What factors contributed to a decline in morale? When we lost some ground, especially during the Bulge

e.  What was your opinion of Army Troop Information programs? 


f(1).  What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear? We heard a lot from Axis Sally

(2).  What was your reaction to it? We didn't pay too much attention to her

(3).  What was its general effect on your unit? Not much
31a.
How and to what extent were religious convictions expressed in your unit? The Chaplain had services every chance he had

b.  How, if at all, did these convictions seem to influence performance? It helped
32a.
If you were sent forward as an individual replacement into a unit already at or near the front, what was your reaction on first joining that unit? I never had to do that

b.  How did the veterans receive you? 
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 33a.
If you remained with your original unit, how did you feel about individual replacements who later joined your unit? They were always welcome

b.  How did your fellow veterans feel about them? Same
34a.
How effective were the individual replacements in combat? They learned fast

b.  How did your unit integrate replacements into its ranks? No trouble
35a.
Did you know or observe any newspaper or radio war correspondents? Which ones and under what circumstances? Ernie Pyle

b.  What did you did you think of wartime civilian newspaper, magazine or radio coverage of the war and of your unit? 


c.  Did you receive and read Army news publications such as Stars and Stripes or your unit newspaper? Yes – Stars and Stripes

d.  What did you think of them? Very good 

PART III - COMBAT SERVICE

36a.
Did you take part in any combat action? If so, where, when, and against whom (German, Italian, Japanese)? Against the Germans in France, Germany, Holland, Luxembourg, Belgium, Denmark

b.  What were you thinking and experiencing at the time? Real cold weather
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c.  Please describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience. That was in Chartres, France. It was pretty tough going.

d.  Please describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front lines. 

e.  How effective was the fire support your unit received from other combat arms (infantry, armor, artillery), from the air, and from naval gunfire? Fire support was good from artillery units, and when the skies were clear, the Air Force was terrific.

f.  If you ever came under enemy air attack, please describe the circumstances and your reaction to that attack. You get in your fox hole.
37.
How would you characterize your unit's combat performance? Was it the result of leadership, discipline, unit camaraderie and cohesion, individual courage or fear, or other factors? Please explain. Our division had a very good record, and it took the combination of everything that is mentioned above.
38a.
If you were ever wounded in action, please recount the circumstances. Never wounded.

b.  Did you personally experience or know of others killed or injured a result of "friendly"? Please explain. Some of our Air Force was shot down due to not being identified by our forces.

c.  Did you personally experience or know of others who experienced "shell shock" or psychological stress in combat? Please explain.

d.  How effective was medical care at the front and behind the lines? As good as could be expected
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e.  Were you able to rejoin your unit? If so, when?

f.  If you were not able to rejoin your unit, were you able to perform light military duty? If so, what and where? 


g.  Do you still suffer any effects resulting from your wounds? Never wounded but suffered severe frost bite – still suffering after effects
39.
Did you ever participate in cooperative operations with a sister service? Please explain.

40a.
Was your unit (Co/Bn/Regt/Div) ever attached to a regular Allied command? If so, which one, where, and when. 7th Armored Division=3rd Army-France-British 2nd Army-Holland-1st Army-Holland=9th Army-Germany=8th U.S.Corps-Belgium=U.S.3rd Corps-Germany=U.S. 18th Corps-Germany.

b.  What special procedures, if any, were adopted to facilitate operating with Allied troops? (Consider such things as attachment of interpreters, liaison officers or NCOs, special training, familiarization courses, etc.) 


c.  How, if at all, did their arms and equipment differ from those of U.S. soldiers? 


d.  What problems, if any, did these differences in arms, equipment, communications, or staff procedures cause? Please explain. 


e.  Even if not attached to an Allied unit, did you meet Allied soldiers in staging areas or in post-war occupation service? If so, when, where, and which Allies (Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, England, France, Holland, New Zealand, South Africa, USSR)? 


f.  What were your opinions of the individual soldiers of our Allies? They were good, but nobody could match the American military men.

g.  What were their opinions of U.S. forces? Great.
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41a.
Did you ever work with or alongside Allied or foreign auxiliary, irregular, resistance, or guerilla troops? If so, when, where, and which ones?  Yes, the British in Holland

b.  How effective were they? They were good with artillery

c.  What were your opinions of them? 


d.  What was their attitude toward U.S. forces? Good

e.  What problems, if any, occurred between such troops and U.S. forces and why? 

42.
Please describe a "typical" day in reserve when your unit was not committed to the front lines. Got some rest
43.
Please recount your experiences, if any, in the gathering of intelligence. (Consider such activities as scouting, interrogating prisoners, patrolling, etc.) .
44a.
How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops (Germans, Italians, Japanese) as fighters? Germans were good

b.  How well-trained, well-led, and well-armed did they seem to be? Well trained - They had very good equipment

c.  How effective were their weapons? Excellent

d(1).  What did you think about the enemy as people? We were at war, they were our enemy

(2).  How, if at all, did your original opinion of enemy soldiers change after you encountered them in battle? Some were alright, some were not
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(3).  How, if at all, did your original opinion of enemy soldiers change after you encountered them in the post-war period? 

45a.
Were you ever a prisoner of war? If so, when and where were you captured? [If not, please go to Question 46] No.

b.  How were you treated by the soldiers who captured you?


c.  Where were you held?


d.  How were you treated by the prison guards?


e.  For how long were you a POW?


f.  How, if at all, did your previous military training prepare you for prison life?


g.  What factors influenced morale in the POW camp?


h.  Please describe your experiences in captivity.


i.  Did you ever try to escape from captivity? If so, please explain how and what happened? If not, please explain why.


j.  How and when were you liberated?


k.  What was your first reaction to being freed?
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46a
Did you capture any enemy prisoners? If so, please describe the circumstances. (If not, please go to Question 47] During the Battle of the Bulge my brother (whom I met by accident during that time) discovered two S.S. troopers in the woods. We took them prisoners & turned them over to personnel in charge.

b.  How were enemy prisoners treated by U. S. forces?

c.  What training did you receive in regard to treating enemy POWs? None

d.  Was the training adequate?


e.  How, if at all, did your contact with enemy POWs affect your view of that enemy? 

47a.
Did you help liberate enemy prison camps or concentration camps? If so, which ones? [If not, please go the Question 48] 


b.   How had the enemy treated the U.S. and Allied prisoners you freed? 


c.  How had the enemy treated civilian internees you freed? 


d.  What were your initial reactions upon seeing conditions in enemy prison camps and concentration camps? 

48a.
What were your reactions and your unit's reactions to VE Day? We all had a feeling it was going to happen, after the fouth week of the Battle of the Bulge.

b.  What were your reactions and your unit's reactions to VJ Day? Terriffic, we were glad it was all over.
49a.
Please describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use. We didn't give it much thought.

b.  What was your opinion in August, 1945, on the use of the Atomic Bomb? I thought it would save a lot of American lives.

c.  Has that opinion since changed? If so, how? No.
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PART IV - OCCUPATION AND DEMOBILIZATION

50a.
If you assisted in the establishment of Civil Affairs governments in liberated friendly countries, please describe your experiences.


b.  If you assisted in the establishment of Military Government in occupied enemy countries, please describe your experiences.


c(1).  What efforts were made to root out the defeated enemy system of government such as the de-Nazification program in Germany? 


(2).  What part, if any, did you have in such efforts?

(3).  What did you think about those efforts at the time?


(4).  How do you feel about those efforts now? 

51a.
How were local civilians treated by American and other Allied soldiers?


b.  How were local civilians treated by the Allied military administrations? 

52a.
If you encountered Displaced Persons, from which countries or ethnic groups did they predominantly come?

b.  How were they treated by American and other Allied soldiers? 
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c.  How were they treated by the Allied military administrations? 


d.  What impression did the DPs make upon you. (Consider such things as living conditions and physical well-being). 

53a.
How was the morale and discipline of your unit after the end of hostilities? We all looked forward to go home.

b.  What efforts were made to maintain your unit unit's morale and discipline after the end of hostilities ? They were strict with the soldiers.

c. What demonstrations or disturbances, if any, did you witness by soldiers seeking to get home sooner? None.

d(1).  How did the "point system" for demobilization affect your unit and you personally? It was fair, we waited our turn.

(2).  In your opinion, was the "point system" fair or unfair? Please explain. Fair
54a.
What awards and decorations did you receive? Four Battle Stars, Sharpshooter, Good Conduct- Victory Medal-Meritorious Unit Award (continued)

b.  In your opinion, were awards and decorations distributed fairly? I think so
55.
Please describe your welcome home to the United States. Everybody treated the American service men very good.
56a.
How long did you did you remain in service after the end of hostilities? Discharged 12/3/45

b.  Why did you choose to remain in military service or to leave the service? I left the service.

c.  Please provide your date and place of discharge. Indiantown Gap Mil. Res. Penna. Dec. 3, 1945
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PART V - POSTWAR EXPERIENCES

57a.
What did you do after you were discharged? I went back to work for the American Bridge Co, U. S. Steel

b.  How, if at all, were your military skills or military education transferrable to civilian life?


c.  Please describe the ease or difficulty with which you readapted to civilian life and the influence your overall military experience had on that readjustment. I wasen't hard to go back to work. I was glad to get back to work.

d.(1).  Before the war, had you graduated from high school? No When?

If you attended or graduated from college or trade school before the war, please name the school Dates attended           Degree


(2).  If you went to college or trade school under the GI Bill after the war, please name the school_____ Dates attended _____ Degree _____


(3).  Would you have pursued such postwar schooling without the GI Bill?


(4).  What does the GI Bill mean to you?

58a.
What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving service? (Consider such things as post-war America, GI benefits, educational and career opportunities, marriage, and family life). I figured on getting married, and raising a family.

b.  To what extent have those expectations been realized? Fully
59a.
Did you join the National Guard or Organized Reserves after the war? If so, how soon after the war did you join and for how long did you belong? No

b.  Please identify your Guard or Reserve unit.


c.  Were you ever called up for active service? 


d.  If yes, when were you called up, for how long, and with what unit?
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60a.
Please indicate any national or unit veterans' association(s) to which you have belonged. V.F.W. Post 3945 Pittsburgh PA. = Battle of the Bulge Association = American Legion Post 747 Zelienople, PA - 7th Armored Div. Assoc.

b.  How soon after the war did you join such association(s)? March 1947 = Post 3945

c(1).  To which association(s) do you still belong? V.F.W. Post 3945-American Legion-Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge Assc. - 7th Armored Div. Assoc.

c(2).  Why have you remained with it (them)? I am proud to be a member.

c(3).  If you have dropped membership in any such association, please explain why.


d.  Please describe what your veterans' association(s) mean(s) to you.  Good comradership - Very good people
61.
With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences? Why? I don't care to discuss it
62.
If you have read any histories, articles, or other postwar writings on campaigns in which you participated, what is your opinion as to their accuracy? Very good
63.
World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America or Americans? Best country to live in
64a.
What were your expectations at the end of the war as to prospects for world stability? I thought it would be a better world to live in.
64b.
What were your expectations at the end of the war as to America's place and influence in the world? 
64c.
To what extent have those expectations been realized over the ensuing decades? Very disappointed in what the politicians have done to our country
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Do you have any historical material to contribute to the Military History Institute?

Diaries? Memoirs? Books? Letters/V-Mail? Films?

Photographs? Insignia/Unit Patches? Camp/unit newspapers?

X Other items*

* Other items include: Photocopy Discharge
If so, we would he grateful if you would please send it to us along with your completed questionnaire. Or, if you desire further information about this questionnaire or about what we seek, please write us. We would welcome hearing from you.

We recognize that this questionnaire is by no means exhaustive. If you desire to explain or comment on matters not specifically asked, please feel free to do so on the "continuation" sheet. If you discover that you have insufficient space to comment fully on a specific question, please continue your comments on the "continuation" sheet indicating thereon the question number. Please feel free to add more sheets if you care to provide specific details on any aspects of your military service. Again, your recollections are an important source of information for historians and researchers. Thus, we sincerely appreciate your taking the time and effort to complete this questionnaire.

CONTINUATION SHEET

54a.
American Campaign


Army of Occupation


European-African-Mid East
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Army of the United States
Honorable Discharge

This is to certify that

RUSSELL J WEBER   33 161 988   SERGEANT

COMPANY B 7TH ARMORED DIVISION

Army of the United States

is hereby Honorably Discharged from the military

service of the United States of America.

This certificate is awarded as a testimonial of Honest

And Faithful Service to this country.

Given at
UNIT B SEPARATION CENTER #45

INDIANTOWN GAP MIL RES PENNA

Date
3 DECEMBER 1945

(signed)


A L GRILL


MAJOR CWS

ENLISTED RECORD AND REPORT OF SEPARATION
HONORABLE DISCHARGE

1. Last Name - First Name - Middle Initial
2. Army Serial No.
3. Grade
4. Arm of Service
5. Component
WEBER RUSSELL J
33 161 988
SGT
ORD
AUS
6.Organization
7. Date of Separation
8. Place of Separation
CO B 7TH ARMD DIV
3 DEC 45
UNIT B SEP CTR #45 IGMR PA

9. Permanent Address for Mailing Purposes
10. Date of Birth
11. Place of Birth
[The personal information on this line is omitted for privacy reasons.]


12. Address from which employment will be sought
13. Color Eyes
14. Color Hair
15. Height
16. Weight
17. No. Depend
[The personal information on this line is omitted for privacy reasons.]
18. Race
19.  Marital Status
20. U.S. Citizen
21. Civilian Occupation and No.
[----Omitted for privacy reasons.----]
Drop Hammer Operator I 6-86.110
MILITARY HISTORY
22. Date of Induction
23. Date of Enlistment.
24. Date of Entry into Active Service
25. Place of Entry into Active Service
10 MAR 42

10 MAR 42
NEW CUMBERLAND PA
26. Selective Service-Registered
27. Local S.S. Board No.
28. County and State
29. Home Address at time of entry into service
[X in YES]
10
ALLEGHENY PA
SEE 39

30. Military Occupational Specialty and No.
31. Military Qualification and Date (i.e. Infantry, ...)
Small Arms Repairman   902
Carbine-sharpshooter 1943

32. Battles and Campaigns
GO 33 & 40 WD 45 NO FRANCE RHINELAND ARDENES CENT EUROPE

33. Decorations and Citations
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD AMERICAN THR SER

MED EAME THR SER MED W/4 BRONZE STARS WORLD WAR II VICTORY MEDAL

34. Wounds Received in Action
NONE
35. :Latest Immunization Dates
36. Service Outside Continental U. S. and Retrun

Smallpox
Typhoid
Tetanus
Other (specify) 
Date of Departure
Destination
Date of Arrival

8MAR44
22APR45
8MAR44
TY 22APR45
 7 JUN 44
ETO
13 JUN 44






18 NOV 45
US
26 NOV 45

37. Total Length of Service
38. Highest Grade Held
Continental Service
Foreign Service

Years
Months
Days
Years
Months
Days

2
3
4
1
5
20
SGT
39. Prior Service
NONE

40. Reason and Authorization for Separation
AR 615-365 RRI-I DEMOBILIZATION

41. Service Schools Attended
42. Education (Years)

Grammar   High School   College

NONE
8      2

PAY DATA
43. Longevity for Pay Purposes
44. Mustering Out Pay
45. Soldier Deposits
46. Travel Pay
47. Total Amount, Disbursing Officer

Years
Months
Days
Total
This Payment
3
8
24
$300
$100
----
$13.25
241.06 J J MAMER JR







       MAJOR FD

INSURANCE NOTICE

IMPORTANT    If premium is not paid when due or within thirtyone days thereafter, insurance will lapse. Makes checks of money orders payable

                           to the Treasure of the U. S. and forward to Collections Subdivision, Veterans Administration, Washington 25, D. C.

48. Kind of Insurance
49. How Paid
50. Effecitve Date of Allotment Discontinuance
51. Date of Next Premium Due
52. Premium Due Each Month
53. Intention of Veteran 
[Nat. Serv]
[Allot]
30 NOV 45
31 DEC 45
$6.65
[Discontinue]

54. Right Thumb Print
55. Remarks
[Thumb Print]
LAPEL BUTTON ISSUED


ASR SCORE (2 SEP 45) 77

55. Signature of Person Being Separated
57. Personnel Officer (Type name, grade and organization - signature)

(signature)
S M RLANDD (signature)

1ST LT QMC
� Transcribed December 2005 by Jack Case, son of B/129 veteran Jack Case. Edited by Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com); please contact him for any questions of accuracy. The format of this transcription roughly parallels that of the questionnaire. Russell Weber's answers were hand-written; they are set in a bold font in the transcript. His spellings are retained here. Questions for which no answers are shown are those that he did not answer. The original is at the Military History Institute in the World War II Survey collection's box of 7th Armored Division veterans' surveys.





