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The 7th Armored Division
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Battle of the Bulge
17-23 December 1944

A NARRATIVE AFTER ACTION REPORT
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INTRODUCTION

ST, VITH, BELGIUM, is a name which always will kindle
memories in the men of the 7th Armored Division — memories
of the bitterest fighting we saw in the European Campaigng
memories of freeszing weather, ocoupled with savage attacks
by veteran Panger and SS Panzer Divisions, For six days the
Germans hit us with "everything in the book", including a
total of eight Divisions and the "GROSS DEUTSCHLAND® (later
jdentified as the "FUEHRER ESCORT") Brigadesee

It was an epic stand - one which will not be forgotten
by those of us who were there. Nor will we ever forget our
meny friends and "buddies® who didn't come out of ST, VITHI
They died in their fox-holes as some Panther or Tiger tank
blasted them with pointblank 88mm fire; they died when they
were caught in the terrific artillery and “screaming meemie”
barrages which swept our positions unceasingly; they died
when their vehicles were ambushed on roads which were pre-
sumably "safe®; they died when locked in hand-to-hand com-
bat! They were the men who stopped Von Rundstedt; they
were the men who bought time with their lives — time in
vhich other Divisions could be shifted into position to our
rear -- time in which other Divisions could arrive and pre-
pare for the counter-attacks which finally "sealed offn

The Bulgel

In the words of Mr. Ralph Ingerscll's controversial
bc@k’ T_O.E Smrd'-t ;\/rl.; : 2”.‘,.- - :’ "

"Bastogne and St. Vith were the road centers
the Germans had to have to support any drive
strong enough to carry them across the Meuse,
The story of the holding of Bastogne by the
101lst Airborne Division and its subsequent re-
lief by Patton's armies, is the history every
newspaper reader knows.

"lfhat newspapers did not tell was what hap-
' pened back of St. Vith.,"

This Narrative After Action Report is an attempt to re-
count what did happen at ST, VITH, which was held for six
days by the men of all ranks of the Tth Armored and support-
ing units against enemy forces who outnumbered the gallant
defenders by more than 4 to 1.



While this report tells the story of those men who
deserve so much of their country, I would be remiss if I
did not acknowledge the debt which I owe to Miss Margaret
merson‘ of the Historical Analysis Section The Adjutant
Genersl's Office, Washington, D, C. ﬂthm% her coopera-
tion and assistance on innumersble occasions +this report
could not have been prepared. Also I wish %o acknowledge
the help which lr. John C. Butler, of Historical Analysis,
'utgrinishod in locating the original files of the various

ts. ' ;

To Mr. Ingersoll's Top Secret I am indebted for the
quotation which accompanies the picture heading Chapter
III; and to War RW (Record of the Dispatches broade
cast by BBC's War orrespondents with the Allied Expedi-
tionary Force, 6 June 1944 - 5 May 1945), for the mota—
tion with the picture preceding the APPENDIX.

22 July 1947
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