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Offise of tho ommnding Generl

1. The suihor of this voluse wns formerly the histerien on duty
&% Semersl Pattont's Hssdousrts &s He belonged to the Deperiment ef
History of the Univergity of Chicago and ceme %o ue fvem thad in.
stdtution. T think I cen assure you thet he ponsssses no persomal
antipathy nor antagoniem Yoenrds you, 4o has shated to me that he hes
»al you only onoe and that w28 hees dn Vauhington ziter the war, He

2+ The Hets mmm s been veviewsd by other officars #ho
took pert in the operation whe hove phated that they regs ¢ this
story as one of the best parts of the msnuseript. As you

thelr best oper-tions and that they dic award speeinl honors te the
garrison. This wes regerded here as ' sffect n tridute to the X3 Corpe
officers and men who finally saptured the oity, I camob sse thet

the Bels operi'ion 1z belitkled. :

point is mede; that the improvemer _
offense bebeson 1940 and 1944 hed rednced the relstive defensive
strength of 1340 fortificstions. ¥e are in pessession of lUsrman
documonts dating from the summer of 1944 whioch show that the Germans
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instasd they specifically recommized thst it was ouldated by sdvances
in ths technicues spd tnetics of the 1944 offensive. 1% wsg not
watil Ootober that the Cermume made much of the ¥eis defenses
pabiliely snd the svalustion here is thet this praise was In the noturs
et propagands, vhilizing the muocessful defense In Seplember, That | :
~ the United Blates forces regerded the Netz fortilostions as outdated
is somewhst fndicated bv the XX forps G-2's repori of % September snd \
prisoner Sa%rm&@im repords referring to the fortifications s = = B
Sorid Sar I ?int&gm“ "'!;m are other references gseurring in the > :
‘ragords, like In! zenoe Summaries ifscued prier to the fth of :
: m”m%r which wf’w %.9 fgld farie of tis@ Yetn sysiom.”

Pr. fole has siven the preclse siﬂmgﬁa of ths Ge_rm
garrison a2z found in Sermsr documents. 1 do not bslisve that theve
‘s vy ﬂmaﬁm espt on the X Torpe by the fset that the enemy w=us
sble to scoomplish guite 5 lot with very 1ittle, Z1c you csn ges frem
& parussl of the valume 1t ie clearly shown that the same ’%hing applied
in frent of the XV and III Corpe. !

La Po. Drlent was given first priority in Thivd Army tacticsl
plans for Ootober, secording to Third Avay vesords, after the Jeventh
irmy took over the Foret ée Farroy fight, It is clesrly ghowmn in the
record thot mellher Genersl Petton nor General Irwin reg arded the
Pte Prient operation as of *minor importenes.® The masuseript clasrly
stotes that M. Driant wae one of the Tew morks arpund etz that hed
keaen put in & sirong atate of Jefenss. Tus story as t0ld in the
sanugoript is based Sroughont on 5th Pivision records {such as
Tack Force WARNOCK JOURWAL) shich trest the operation ss ¢4fficult a‘nﬁ,
shile unsuccessiul, certainly set dlsereditable. This s the view of
the Third drmy Dlary, kept by General Patton's stalf en2 consequently
ie the wiew talian by the suthor. _

5. The splzode of the ptaff officer from the XX Corps who wes -
allegad to have siven an order which rewlmé in iﬁaﬁa& tha ntﬁ ; '
Em’m crossing is ‘taicen from (») lie Fifth InFfantrs sion ir

mwﬁm ’ay s;i%srim,}. af‘ﬂ’imrs mda .m tha ‘*’13}.:* and m on “ﬁ.&
with the Hstoriesl mﬁm; {e) s Infantry, s sewi-official mmit
histery published by the 11th ﬁafmw* ’@xile these sources ave
mffielontly 7irm S0 be trusted in owiinsry caszes, 1%t is my ameiéamﬁ
judsment that the Inspector Jemarsl's veport mentioned by yeu

slthough wo heve no record of 1%, ralses enough doubd to jnat&i"y the
dslation of this svent.

& The iﬁ%mtém Wminiag to the vellsf of Gemerzl 'x’hmpzw
upen ﬁamﬁswmm‘smm
.m with '&bt &&vm& ﬁmw! '-ﬁ!:wi&m, In ﬁﬁ of gour W
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7. The exchanze betwsen yourself and Jemersl dewin is tsken fros
& shenographle verbatim report of & vonversstion betwsen Fou and
Gemeral Irwin on 28 September 1944, This report was stdsched to the
5th Dlviglor G-3 Jourmal of that dede. The statement of Jenersl :
Patton's attitude ceme from a record of Oemersl Patton's visit to the
5th Division on the afternoon of 28 Septomber, %e vill rovise the
statonent of your views on that date %0 resd substantislly as follows:

“Genersl Zalker ghurply insisted that more agsreseive

personal lesderdhilp ghould have leen showmn in the Divi-
respenslble for the imitisl attesk at Fart Drient,

denersl Irwin, howewsr, noted thet the diffisuliiss encomniered
by the attacking forse hed been sreater than sabieipated,

w‘.’?s ramingal the w& emamander st the air ﬂ}ﬁ%‘ hﬁ

shown peiiber the intrioate wire entanglemenis nor the

8. %he states-nt in the last paregraph of chapter 9, p. 34,
snd to Sote 9 rsgarding the ¥etis opar<iion “this epsration, skili-
fully plamwed and marked by thorough sxegutien of the plsn, mey lons
remaln an outstinding bettle® is ceriainly net grudging in its
credit, As to the opportunity which the Geruans seized to tle their
First hrmy's right wing topether bty e#tablishing contect betwsan ihe
LIEXIL Gorps snd the XYIISE Corps in $ime for withdrawel to the
faar diver, this can be thoroughly do. wiented Trom German recordis,

9+ Thase sppear to b the factn 22 shem by the record., Iuth
containing the susmstion of the suibar as guoted ip +our paragraph s, -

10, Professor ¥, T, Futehinson (Uhatirmsn, Department of Mistary,

iniverally of Chiesge} mede the following written sesent; a2s & sember
of the Review Pamel, on this mesmperiph: .

TS0 one would Imow affer veading the menuseript whother 1te
suthor's favoride fighting arm wus the inantry, the $anks,

~ or the alr forces, whether he had suy proference smong the
W&%ﬂﬁ&ﬁswmmhﬁﬁwmiw%
ranking officers, or, for that matier, (ewcsst Tor his obe
vicus low opinion of Hitler's military eifll} whether it was
friend or foe he wished %o win, This is 211 a8 1% ghould be,?

The directive under which this Division iz writing vequires it
te prepare for putlicabion » thoreushly focumemiad ceoprehenalive
parrative of operations, regmrdless of whether or mot they reflect
oredit or diporedit upen any unit or sny individusl, ¥ sve fully
cognizant of the gvest responsibdility shish this cenfers upon ue and
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 me sro attempling, frou an asse-bly of materials to sn sxient shich
 Beg asver &sﬂ‘mmmﬂm,mwwﬁmgwmﬁx, 0 sake
our narratives precise snd Facisel snd $o correlsts and evaiuste
resuits. This ‘”’iﬂeim Wmiaw e of fort you have mada %o
‘aselet wa in the ancurate portrayal of this csupaimn. It iz our
duty to preoserve & m‘sﬂg a}aﬂmﬁﬁ.ﬁa attitude snd in the case of
this suther, & the best of =y Inewlaize - and helief, he hap wrillem
. the campaipge with fo blue.

1 wpuld #rleone BDY fwthew Wﬁm or references ¢ éﬂa
whish #3111 sesist va.

 Sinesraly yours,

HARRY J, BALOKY
Bajor Ganerul, 32
ﬂai#:t, Ksmﬂ&i mm

- In Jet dated 6 Jan 49 from Lt. Gen. Walton H. Walker, Hgs.
: Eighth Araw, APC 343, he commented, at the reqnest of the {:hief,
‘Historiesl Divigion, on the mesnuseript The : smpaign, tak-
ing exception to the mammer in rhieh he hmse.li‘ p— treated therein
as CG of the IX Corps.
4 reply has been preparsd meratc by Gmeral Halony, eiting each
case referred to by General Walker and the modifications proposed,
~ if any, in the nmanuscript. Prior to dispaich the letter was ear-
ried by General Malony to Genersl Halslip, DCofS for Administration
. for clearance with the Chief of Staff in view of the nature of :
General Walker's comments in' his reply. Generasl Haislip returned
the letter to General Malony on 1 Feb 1949 with the following com-
ment written in pencil on the envelope: "The Chief of Btaff approves
your latter and is ?;elling Hslkm- 0. m .
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