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You have a unique situation in the Distinguished Member of the Regiment
this year. Col. Legg (Bert) and LTC Butte (Bud) have been close friends for
more than 56 years. Their Birthday is 17 March, Bud 1921, Bert 1923,

Both graduated from high school and were enrolled in College, Bert,
University of West Virginia; and Bud, Indiana University, prior to their

volunteering for service in the Army in February 1943. Bert from West
Virginia, Bud from Ohio.

They both were assigned to the 603rd Quartermaster Graves Registration
Company, and both were promoted to the grade of "Buck” Sergeant on the
same day.

Both were participants in the Normandy Invasion as Quartermaster Graves
Registration NCO's, Bert, attached to the 82nd Airborne Division, Bud to the
90th Infantry Division. '

Col. Legg, then Sergeant, landed in Normandy by Glider on D Day, 6 June
1944. Bud landed over the beach on D+I, 7 June 1944. Bert opened the
Bloseville Cemetery (82nd Airborne Division Cemetery) during the early
morning hours of D+, 7 June 1944, Bud, with the 3rd Platoon, 603 QM GR
CO opened the Ste Mere Eglise #1 (90th Infantry Division Cemetery) on 9
June 1944.

Both Officers attended Jump School, Bert in August 1944, Bud in September
1951. During the Dominican Republic Operation, both Commanded
Battalions in the 82nd Airborne Division, Bert, the Ist Battalion, 505
Parachute Infantry Regiment, his battalion was the lead battalion in the
landing pattern in the Dominican Republic Operation. Bud Commanded the
407th Supply and Transportation Battalion. He was also personally appointed
the Outloading Airfield Commander by the Division Commander. He
proceeded to the Dominican Republic on the last Aircraft out of Pope Air
Force Base, NC.

Both were selected by the 82nd Airborne Division Commander, General
York, for Division General and Special Staff positions, Col. Legg became the
Division Inspector General. However, Department of the Army shipped Bud
to Vietnam in September 1965, precluding any appointment.

LTC Butte retired on I March 1967, in order to start a second career before
he reached the magic age of 50.

Col. Legg retired in 1970.

Bert and Bud and their spouses, Patsy and Velma, have been friends these
many years. Each family consist of one son.










