Introduction to Quartermaster Graves Registration Missions, Responsibilities and Activities

Where do you begin, where do you start?  In the beginning there were Wars and with Wars and Armies there is death.  Where there is death there has to be someone responsible for the evacuation and burial.


In the beginning it was the unit that accepted this responsibility, with the unit Commander assuming responsibility for his fallen men.  Even in the Civil War there was no specific unit charged with this responsibility.


This situation changed little until the mass casualties on a continuing basis of the Great World War.  It was then that the Quartermaster Corps was assigned the mission for burying the dead, and after the war shipping home those requested by the next of kin.


During World War II Quartermaster Graves Registration Units, with the personnel assigned, accomplished this mission in spite of all of the obstacles thrown at them. 


In Italy they had to wrap the remains in a Shelter Half and slide them down the Mountain; it was too precarious and  impossible to carry them down. Many Quartermaster Graves Registration personnel were killed and wounded while performing their mission.  The Cemetery at Nettuno, Italy, was shelled often and men were wounded while burying the deceased.  Many Collecting Points were subjected to small arms as well as artillery fire.  The men manned road blocks, captured enemy soldiers and were themselves captured, all in the line of duty.


Where else but in the Quartermaster Corps would you find a Lieutenant Commanding a Graves Registration Platoon (not a company) in support of a US Army Corps, who received two letters of Commendation, one personally signed by a Lieutenant General and one signed by a Major General.  In addition to commanding his Platoon, he was the Corps Graves Registration Officer.

Where else but in the Quartermaster Corps would you find an Officer so respected and trusted to know what and how to do his job that he actually acted as the Army Quartermaster Graves Registration Officer.  All Quartermaster Graves Registration Units assigned to the Army were attached to his Company for Operational Control.  He further attached these units and their personnel in support of the combat elements of the Army as the situation demanded.


All of the Quartermaster Graves Registration Units in World War II were outstanding and performed their assigned tasks in a superior manner.  This, in spite of poor leadership on the part of a few commanders.  


Throughout the history of  Quartermaster Graves Registration Units, the ability of the Non-Commissioned Officers to work on their own, make sound decisions and get the job done with a minimum of personnel is evident throughout the Unit histories.  


The unit histories, 603 QM GR CO, 607 QM GR CO, 611 QM GR CO and the 612 QM GR CO are on file in the Office of the Historian, Office of the Quartermaster General, Fort Lee, Virginia. Also available in the same office, are papers on the subject, which have been prepared by individual Graves Registration personnel.  These papers cover activities during and after WW II and Korea.



Individual and Unit awards and citations were earned by many of the  Quartermaster Graves Registration units and personnel worldwide.


The Quartermaster Corps Graves Registration operation during hostilities and during the peace that followed WW II and Korea were up front for all the world to see and admire. The one activity that touched the hearts and souls of the loved ones on the home front.   

