I AM 79 YEARS OF AGE AND FIND THE FOLLOWING TO BE TRUEISMS.

LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTIONS
(AUTHOR UNKNOWN)

I’VE LEARNED:

THAT THE BEST CLASSROOM IN THE WORLD IS AT THE FEET OF AN ELDERLY PERSON.

THAT WHEN YOU’RE IN LOVE IT SHOWS.

THAT JUST ONE PERSON SAYING TO ME, “YOU’VE MADE MY DAY” MAKES MY DAY.

THAT I FEEL BETTER ABOUT MYSELF WHEN I MAKE OTHERS FEEL BETTER ABOUT THEMSELVES.

THAT HAVING A CHILD FALL ASLEEP IN YOUR ARMS IS ONE OF THE MOST PEACEFUL FEELINGS IN THE WORLD,

THAT WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR OURSELVES ALONE, DIES WITH US.  WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD REMAINS AND IS IMMORTAL.

THAT ONE SINCERE APOLOGY IS WORTH MORE THAN ALL THE ROSES MONEY CAN BUY.

THAT WORDS, HARSHLY SPOKEN ARE AS DIFFICULT TO RETRIEVE AS A FEATHER IN A GALE.

THAT BEING KIND IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN BEING RIGHT.

THAT YOU SHOULD NEVER SAY NO TO A GIFT FROM A CHILD.

THAT I CAN ALWAYS PRAY FOR SOMEONE WHEN I DON’T HAVE THE STRENGTH TO HELP HIM IN SOME OTHER WAY.

THAT NO MATTER HOW SERIOUS YOUR LIFE REQUIRES YOU TO BE, EVERYONE NEEDS A FRIEND TO ACT GOOFY WITH.

THAT SOMETIMES ALL A PERSON NEEDS IS A HAND TO HOLD AND A HEART TO UNDERSTAND.

THAT SIMPLE WALKS WITH MY FATHER AROUND THE BLOCK ON SUMMER NIGHTS WHEN I WAS A CHILD DID WONDERS FOR ME AS AN ADULT.

THAT LIFE IS LIKE A ROLL OF TOILET PAPER.  THE CLOSER IT GETS TO THE END, THE FASTYER IT GOES.

THAT WE SHOULD BE GLAD THAT GOD DOSEN’T GIVE US EVERYTHING WE ASK FOR.

THAT MONEY DOESN’T BUY CLASS.

THAT IT’S THOSE SMALL DAILY HAPPENINGS THAT MAKE LIFE SO SPECTACULAR.

THAT ONCE A RELATIONSHIP IS OVER, IF YOU EXPERIENCE MORE SMILES THAN TEARS, THEN IT WASN’T A WASTE OF TIME.

THAT UNDER EVERYONES HARD SHELL IS SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO BE APPRECIATED AND LOVED.

THAT NEVER TO HUMILIATE ANOTHER PERSON.  ALWAYS GIVE HIM AN HONORABLE WAY TO BACK DOWN OR OUT OF SOMETHING AND STILL SAVE FACE.

THAT THE LORD DIDN’T DO IT IN A DAY.  WHAT MAKES ME THINK I CAN?

THAT IF YOU ARE STILL TALKIN ABOUT WHAT YOU DID YESTERDAY, YOU HAVEN’T DONE MUCH TODAY.

THAT TO IGNORE THE FACTS DOES NOT CHANGE THE FACTS.

THAT WHEN YOU PLAN TO GET EVEN WITH SOMEONE, YOU ARE ONLY LETTING THAT PERSON CONTINUE TO HURT YOU.

THAT YOU VIEW OTHER PEOPLE’S CHLDREN IN A WHOLE DIFFERENT LIGHT WHEN YOU HAVE SOME OF YOUR OWN.

THAT THE OLDER I GET, THE SMARTER MY PARENTS BECOME.

THAT  WHEN YOUR WIFE SIMPLY ANSWERS, “NOTHING” WHEN YOU ASK HER WHAT’S WRONG, YOU’RE IN DEEP TROUBLE.

THAT LOVE, NOT TIME, HEALS ALL WOUNDS.

THAT THE EASIEST WAY FOR ME TO GROW AS A PERSON IS TO SURROUND MYSELF WITH PEOPLE SMARTER THAN I AM.

THAT I ALWAYS THINK OF THE RIGHT THING TO SAY WHEN IT’S TOO LATE.

THAT THE FIRE OF A PAST LOVE WILL ALWAYS BURN WITH A SMALL FLAME.

THAT EVEN AT THE AGE OF FORTY-NINE, YOU CAN FEEL LIKE A TWELVE YEAR OLD CHILD WHEN YOUR MOTHER IS TALKING TO YOU.

THAT NO MATTER WHAT THEIR AGES OR HOW FAR AWAY THEY MAY BE, YOU NEVER STOP WANTING TO KEEP A PROTECTIVE ARM AROUND YOUR CHILDREN.

THAT I MUST GATHER ALL THE CRUMBS THROWN MY WAY.  THEY SOON FORM A LOVELY, THICK SLICE OF LIFE AND MEMORIES.

THAT THE KIND OF ADULTS MY CHILDREN ARE NOW IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE KIND OF CHILDREN I CONTINUALLY TOLD THEM THEY WERE.

THAT EVERYONE YOU MEET DESERVES TO BE GREETED WITH A SMILE.

THAT THERE IS NOTHING SWEETER THAN SLEEPING WITH YOUR BABIES AND FEELING THEIR BREATH ON YOUR CHEEKS.

THAT NO ONE IS PERFECT UNTIL YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH THEM.

THAT LIFE IS TOUGH, BUT I AM TOUGHER.

THAT OPPORTUNITIES ARE NEVER LOST; SOMEONE WILL TAKE THE ONES YOU MISS.

THAT THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN MY DOG WAITING FOR ME ON THE FRONT PORCH, WAGGING HIS TAIL WHEN I GET HOME.

THAT WHEN YOU HARBOR BITTERNESS, HAPPINESS WILL DOCK ELSEWHERE.

THAT I WISH I COULD TELL MY MOM THAT I LOVED HER ONE MORE TIME BEFORE SHE PASSED AWAY.

THAT IT IS JUST AS WRONG TO BE RUDE TO A CHILD AS TO AN ADULT.  IN FACT, IT MAY BE MORE UNFORGIVABLE.

THAT YOU SHOULD NEVER JUMP OFF A DIVING BOARD WHEN WEARING A BIKINI.

THAT ONE SHOULD KEEP HIS WORDS BOTH SOFT AND TENDER, BECAUSE TOMORROW HE MAY HAVE TO EAT THEM.

THAT A SMILE IS AN INEXPENSIVE WAY TO IMPROVE YOUR LOOKS.

THAT I CAN’T CHOOSE HOW I FEEL, BUT I CAN CHOOSE WHAT I DO ABOUT IT.

THAT A PEACOCK TODAY MAY BE A FEATHER DUSTER TOMORROW.

THAT NO ONE WANTS TO KNOW WHAT YOU’RE DOING UNTIL YOU’RE DOING SOMETHING THAT YOU DON’T WANT ANYONE TO KNOW.

THAT WHEN YOUR NEWLY BORN GRANDCHILD HOLDS YOUR LITTLE FINGER IN HIS LITTLE FIST, YOU’RE HOOKED FOR LIFE.

THAT THOSE WHO REACH THEIR GOALS TOO EASILY HAVE AIMED TOO LOW.

THAT EVERYONE WANTS TO LIVE ON THE MOUNTAIN, BUT ALL THE HAPPINESS AND GROWTH OCCURS WHILE YOU’RE CLIMBING IT.

THAT IT IS BEST TO GIVE ADVICE IN ONLY TWO CIRCUMSTANCES; WHEN IT IS REQUESTED AND WHEN IT IS A LIFE THREATING SITUATION.

THAT A GOOD FRIEND IS THE ONE WHO TELLS YOU HOW YOU REALLY LOOK IN YOUR JEANS.

THAT THE LESS TIME I HAVE TO WORK WITH, THE MORE THINGS GET DONE.

