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7005 Augusta Blvd.,

Seminole, FL  33777










                   1 December 1998

The Quartermaster General

US Army Quartermaster Center and School

5000  22nd Street,

Fort Lee, VA  23801-5032

Dear Sir,


Under the provisions of Circular, QUARTERMASTER HALL OF FAME AND DISTINGUISHED MEMBER/UNIT OF THE REGIMENT NOMINATION PROCEDURES, 5 November 1996, I nominate Charles David Butte, Lieutenant Colonel Quartermaster, US Army Retired, for the prestigious honor as a member of the Quartermaster Hall of Fame.


During World War II, using the techniques he was taught during the technical training phase of basic, temporarily saved the life of an infantryman who had been accidentally shot in the back of the head.  The body was delivered to the 83 Infantry Division Collecting point by a Chaplain, as deceased.  It was noted that the body moved, ever so slightly, so Sgt. Butte passed his cigarette lighter in front of the soldier’s eyes and noted that the eyes followed the light.  Sgt. Butte informed the Chaplin that the man was not dead and to take him to an aid station.  The Chaplin stated that he was needed at the point of departure with his outfit.  Sgt. Butte then ordered two of his men to load the soldier on the unit truck and transport him to the hospital.  Latter, checking with the Hospital it was learned that the soldier succumbed to his wound about five days latter.   


While serving in Frankfurt, Germany in 1962, he was cited for saving the life of a little German schoolgirl by keeping her from going into shock after she had been hit by a passing automobile.  His quick and responsible thinking is outlined in Enclosures 2-P and 25 page 27.


During the period 1948-1950 while assigned to the US Military Cemetery, Nettuno, Italy, (Enclosure 3, 4 and 25 pages 19-20), as the Officer in Charge of the operation of the cemetery and Commander of the US Military Detachment, Nettuno, in an effort to improve the US Military - Civilian relations in a predominately Communist dominated area, during his off duty time he organized some of the Italian civilian workers at the cemetery and taught them how to play softball and baseball.  His efforts were recognized by the people of Nettuno, as they named the first Baseball Field built in Italy "CAMPO de BASEBALL, CHARLES D. BUTTE."  In addition, he was recognized as "The Abner Doubleday of Baseball in Italy," during the TV show "60 Minutes" hosted by Harry Reasoner in the fall of 1982, in the TV special on Baseball in Italy, Mr. Reasoner by name mentioned the US Military Cemetery at Nettuno, American Graves Registration and Lt. Butte, stating that this seemed a peculiar mixture for the founding of baseball in Italy.  As an additional note, this particular segment has been rerun at least three times since 1982.  A copy of this program is available for your perusal in the Office of the Quartermaster Historian.


LTC Butte donated photographs and other material relating to the founding of Baseball in  Italy to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY, which they acknowledged and thanked him for his donation, further stating that the donation would add to their mission to preserve the complete history of baseball (4).


In June 1984, LTC Butte, his wife, Velma, and Mr. Georges Brault and his wife, Juliette, of Ravenoville, France, were the subjects of an ABC special honoring the 40th reunion of the assault on Fortress Europe, Normandy, 6 June 1944, with Pierre Salinger, the late President John F. Kennedy’s Press Secretary, as the program director. Having your name and organization spotlighted, twice in one lifetime, on national television, during prime time programs  is an honor that does not come to many individuals.    LTC and Mrs. Butte expended their own personal funds in order to take part in the celebration of the 40th reunion of the landing in Normandie.  Commemorating the Landing in Normandy, different portions of the TV program that was shot in Normandie were presented in the USA nationwide on ABC and NBC TV on 6 June 1984.  LTC Butte was chosen as one of the subjects, because he was a member of the unit that started the USA Military Cemetery Ste. Mere Eglise #1, and in the 50’s and 60’s was a member of the 82nd Airborne Division.  Mr. and Mrs. Brault were chosen, because they were residents of Ste. Mere Eglise at the time of the Airborne Assault on 6 June 1944.  Mrs. Juilette Brault actually lived on the famous square, where Paratroopers of the 505th Parachute Regimental Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division landed.  A copy of this program is available in the Office of the Quartermaster Historian.

LTC Butte has had a wide range of Quartermaster assignments. He did an exceptional job in each as shown in the attached enclosures. As an enlisted man he worked almost all of World War II as NCO in Charge of Division Graves Registration Collecting Points. For his outstanding service in Graves Registration during WW II he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal (Enclosure 5), which was pinned on him personally by the VII US Corps Commander, General J. Lawton Collins.  In addition, in recognition of his abilities, not only in Graves Registration, but in the area of leadership qualities, he was given a direct commission as 2nd Lieutenant, Quartermaster Corps, in September 1945, (Enclosure 6).


LTC Butte has served the Quartermaster Corps with devotion and loyalty of the highest degree, both on active duty during the period February 1943 through February 1967, and throughout his retirement.  As physical limitations and restrictions precluded his qualification for a Regular Army Commission (Enclosure 7), he served the Quartermaster Corps honorably as a Reserve Officer on Active Duty.  He was one of the 5% of Reserve Officers on active duty in 1962, who was given an Indefinite Category, extending his term of service beyond his normal retirement date (Enclosure 8).


LTC Butte is probably the foremost authority on the subject of Quartermaster Graves Registration in World War II.  He served the Quartermaster Corps in every enlisted and commission rank from Private through acting First Sergeant to Lieutenant Colonel.  On 7 June 1944 (D-Day + 1), he participated in the Normandy Landing on Utah Beach as a member of the 3rd Platoon, 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company in support of the 90th Infantry Division. He served with the 603 QM Graves Registration Company through the end of World War II.  


By the end of 1950, he had completed a tour as a Second Lieutenant with the Office of the Quartermaster General, and had gained an exceptional and unique expertise in the complete cycle of Graves Registration activities and responsibilities. He removed bodies from active battlefields, participated in transportation of deceased from the battlefield to the cemetery, participated in identification of deceased and the processing of personal effects, was the officer responsible for sending the letters to the next of kin requesting disposition instructions for their loved ones, and participated in the preparation of the grave sites and the final burial in the permanent US Military Cemetery at Nettuno, Italy (Enclosure 9).  In addition, LTC Butte was the Escort Officer for remains returned to the next of kin in Israel and Greece.


He spent his military career and his retirement years promoting and advancing the good name of the Quartermaster Corps.  Following his retirement from the Army in February 1967, he continued to research and compile information about Graves Registration activities in World War II.  This information consists of unit histories, personal experiences written by Graves Registration personnel, at the personal urging of LTC Butte; maps, photographs, rosters, unit status and after-action reports, and information concerning the establishment of cemeteries and Search and Recovery Operations throughout the world.  Not content to have his valuable historic and research findings in his own files, he set about "spreading the word" concerning the Quartermaster Corps, and especially Quartermaster Graves Registration activities in Europe during WW II.  Copies of this documentation were sent to service schools, many college and ROTC libraries, museums, The Library of Congress, foreign country libraries, the three service academies, and individual researchers who could use the material (Enclosures 10 with Tabs A-Z and 11). LTC Butte has mailed over one hundred and fifty of these packets.  He continues to reproduce and mail these packets, at his own expense, to those that request them, or show an interest.  In addition to the above, a copy of a separate collection of unit operations and individual stories, worldwide, has been presented to the Quartermaster Museum, Mortuary Affairs Division, QM School, and the Quartermaster Historian.  He is known throughout the United States and Europe and is contacted frequently whenever a question arises concerning Graves Registration during WW II.


“Not only did I find the material informative but interesting, (not always are these terms inclusive).  I was also glad that you are making the information available to not only the QM Museum but other schools and libraries.”  General Richard H. Thompson, General US Army Retired (Enclosure 11). 


"We were not aware that the Quartermaster Corps and Quartermaster Graves Registration Units were stationed at Camp Sutton during World War II.  We are indebted to you for bringing this fact to our attention." Monroe-Union Historic Properties Commission, Monroe, North Carolina (Enclosures 12).  


"The beautiful, portable, folding display you built for us showing the history of the 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company is one of our prize possessions." Monroe-Union Historic Properties Commission, Monroe, North Carolina  (Enclosures 12).


“The members of the Board of Administration of the Airborne Museum, upon the occasion of their annual meeting, would like to express their gratitude for your help to improve our Museum.”  Curator, Philippe Jutras, The Airborne Museum, Ste. Mere Eglise, France (Enclosure 13).


The documents on the 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company have been placed in our Combined Arms Research Library, Brigadier General, Randolph W. House, Deputy Commander, Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, KS  66027 (Enclosure 14).


LTC Butte was the driving force behind Search and Recovery Operations in Sicily and Southern Italy in 1947 and 1948, recovering many bodies that previously had been missed.  In addition, LTC Butte was the Commander of the Quartermaster Detachment at Nettuno during the Repatriation Program at the US Military Cemetery, Nettuno, and (Enclosure 9).


Through the individual efforts of LTC Butte, in June 1998, the 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company, the wartime unit of LTC Butte, was designated as a Distinguished Unit Of The Quartermaster Regiment.  LTC Butte unselfishly devoted his time and personal funds researching the historical facts about the company and presenting them to the Quartermaster General for consideration (Enclosure 15). 


LTC Butte noted during his research of the 603 QM GR CO that the unit had been awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation for the period April through September 1944, by the Commanding General of the VII US Corps, Lieutenant General J. Lawton Collins.  However, no award had been given for the period October 1944 through May 1945.  LTC Butte prepared and submitted to the Department of the Army a recommendation that the unit be awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation for the eight months period, which included the Battle of the Hurtgen Forest, the Battle of the Bulge, Remagen Bridge crossing and the Battle of Central Germany.  The award was approved by The Department of the Army and signed by Louis Caldera, Secretary of the Army, on 18 August 1998 (Enclosure 16).


Several years ago, LTC Butte petitioned The American Battle Monuments Commission suggesting that they recognize the particular Quartermaster Graves Registration Company that established each of the World War II permanent cemeteries around the world. In April 1996, he received a letter from The American Battle Monuments Commission stating that this recognition would be given, based upon the results of his research (Enclosure 17).   As the handout at each cemetery is revised, the Quartermaster Graves Registration Company, that established the cemetery during WW II, will be recognized. 


In 1951, LTC Butte shifted his interests from Graves Registration activities to Quartermaster Parachute Packing, Maintenance and Aerial Delivery.  This became his career focus until he retired in 1967.


LTC Charles D. Butte had a distinguished military career - enlisted and officer.  He brought credit upon himself and the Quartermaster Corps on a continuing basis. Evidence of this is the fact that he advanced from Private, trainee, in February 1943, to Company Commander in September 1945 in the 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company.  He joined the 82nd Airborne Division as the Executive Officer of the 407 Airborne Quartermaster Company in 1951.  In 1965 he was appointed Commander of the 407 Supply and Transportation Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division, during the Dominican Republic conflict.


“I greatly appreciate the tapes and history of the 407th Forward Support Battalion.”  L.D. Holder, Lieutenant General USA Commanding, US Army Combined Arms Center, Fort Leavenworth, KS  66027 (Enclosure 14).  


"One of the most outstanding officers in the entire Division," BG Robert C. Tabor, Assistant Division Commander, 82nd Airborne Division (Enclosure 18).   


"Lt. Col. Butte was a tower of strength during the critical outloading period for the deployment of the Division in the Dominican Republic," BG Edward P. Smith, Assistant Division Commander, 82nd Airborne Division (Enclosure 19).   Working day and night he put the Division “in the air” on time and without a mishap (Enclosure 25 page 20).  One of the problems of control that developed during the outloading operation was the security and issue of  Class V and combat Post Exchange supplies.  However, he and his crew of NCO’s solved it, eliminating the problem. 


In 1964-1965, the Division Commander, General York, thought so highly of his abilities that he designated him the Officer in Charge of the 82nd Airborne Division task force to rewrite the TO&E for the entire Airborne Division. LTC Butte accomplished his assigned mission on time and to the satisfaction of not only the Division and XVIII Airborne Corps Commanders, but also General Abrams, Deputy Chief of Staff, US Army.  The completed TO&E was approved shortly after LTC Butte briefed General Abrams (Enclosure 25 pages 29 and 30). 


In addition, LTC Butte developed and set into motion a plan for the conversion of the 82nd Airborne Division to a completely new generation of radios. The Division Commander was again impressed with LTC Butte's organizational abilities and assigned him the mission of writing a plan for the conversion of the 82nd Airborne Division to the newly approved Airborne Division TO&E (Enclosure 25 pages 31 and 32); a copy of the plan is in the custody of the Quartermaster Historian.   In this connection, with only two days notice, LTC Butte was directed to fly to Fort Campbell, KY, and brief General Adams, Commander of Forces, Eastern Theater, on the conversion plan.  He proceeded to Fort Campbell, alone, and briefed General Adams. Upon his return to the 82nd, he briefed General York on General Adams reaction and questions.  LTC Butte was then directed to place the plan in motion. It should be noted that at this time the Division was divided into two echelons, the forward echelon was locked in combat in the Dominican Republic, the Division rear echelon was in Fort Bragg, NC.  The plans developed by LTC Butte were so well thought out that both plans were carried out in an efficient and effective manner, even with the Division physically split in two locations (Enclosure 19). 


LTC Butte was assigned to US Forces in Vietnam in September 1965 (Enclosure 20).  Here, he spent his time in the supply system, first in the Saigon Depot, and then due to his effective and efficient organizational abilities and knowledge of the supply system, he was selected by the Deputy Commander, Saigon Logistical Command, as his personal trouble shooter for supply problems, he traveled throughout South Vietnam.  The supply system and the customers of that system benefited greatly from his managerial skills.  For his efforts he was awarded The Legion Of Merit (Enclosure 21).  


"Though this was a short period I consider his performance of duty so outstanding that it warrants a special efficiency report," Henry F. Grimm Jr., Colonel, Artillery, 025519, NTSA (Prov), Commanding Officer (Enclosure 22).  


The Director, Dr. Stephen Ambrose, The Eisenhower Center, The University of New Orleans, New Orleans, LA., after reviewing his article on Graves Registration in Europe, found it sufficiently creditable that he had it recorded and placed in the Living History Section of the museum.


This recommendation would not be complete without discussing the level of education that LTC Butte attained.  During the time he was on active duty he was continually enrolled in University level courses, either evening, Saturday, or by correspondence.  After his retirement from the Army in March 1967, he completed his undergraduate work in August 1968, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Education from The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio.   Between 1969 and 1975, he earned a Master of Education Degree from Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio, which required a drive of over 100 miles each way, each Saturday, for six years.  His advanced degree certifications were in Guidance and Counseling, Supervision, Small District Superintendent, and Administration.  He was a superior teacher.   He also earned a teaching certificate in Driver Training.  In addition, he attended night courses at the local Technical High School and earned certificates in Welding, Body and Fender Repair, and Automotive Tune-Up.


LTC Butte has been nominated for induction into the West High School Alumni Association, Columbus, Ohio, Hall of Fame by the President of the class of 1938, Harry Riggs DVM.


LTC Butte was elected Secretary of the Palm Beach County Chapter, 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. for the year 1996.  Currently, he is the editor and publisher of the Chapter's monthly newsletter.  He is also active in the Airborne Reunion held at Fort Bragg, NC, the first weekend in May each year (Enclosure 23). 


Doing research on one subject at times leads one to other priceless finds.  LTC Butte has, during his research on Graves Registration and Genealogy, found many out of print books, booklets, papers and histories of other than Quartermaster units.  Using his personal computer, scanner and printer, reproduced these items and donated copies to service schools, libraries and museums that he thought would have an interest in them.  


During the times that I worked with LTC Butte through the years and my conversations with him during my research and preparation of this recommendation, I cannot remember him using the word “I,” it was always “We,” or “I could never have accomplished the job without the help and support of both subordinates and superiors alike.”  This is also evident in his Memoir. 


LTC Butte is published. You are invited to review his life in “Grampa” A Memoir, (Enclosure 25).   The personal highs and lows of his life are outlined for all to see. He has donated copies of his Memoir to the following four Museums: The Quartermaster Museum, Fort Lee, Virginia, The Museum of the Waxhaws, Monroe, Union County, North Carolina, The Airborne Museum, Ste. Mere Eglise, France, and The 82nd Airborne Division Museum, Fort Bragg, North Carolina.   In addition, he has donated copies of his Memoir to numerous National Military Historical  Museum and libraries both here in the United States and in Europe.   


As a note of interest, LTC Butte has never placed a Copyright restriction on any of his work.  He sincerely believes that his research, writings, and publications should be available to anyone who has the need and can use the information in a constructive way.  Without restriction, his entire Genealogy research, about 4000 names and related data, is available at the Church of Latter Day Saints and on the Internet through The Family Tree Maker database. 

The following individuals have endorse the recommended selection of LTC Charles D. Butte for induction into the Quartermaster Hall Of Fame, his Excellency, Ambassador Juergen Chrobog, Ambassador, The Federal Republic of Germany,  Tony Rogers, Historian, Combined Ex-Services, England, ( Enclosure 10 Tabs E and K), and Robert C. Taber, Lt. Gen. USA Ret., Joseph E. Pieklik, MG USA Ret., Elbert E. Legg, Col. Infantry, USA Ret., and Joseph T Layne, Historian,  172nd Engineer Combat Battalion (WW II) (Enclosure 24).


LTC Butte’s unselfish devotion to God, Country and Family is easily discerned and makes him a most outstanding candidate for designation as a member of the Quartermaster Hall of Fame.









     ______________________










     Paul E. Smith                                        

                                                                                                                 BG USA Ret.

Enclosures (25):


  1.  Photograph, Lieutenant Colonel Charles David Butte, US Army Retired. 

              2.  Biographical sketch, LTC Charles D. Butte, with attached Tabs O to U.


  3.  Baseball in Nettuno, Italy, 1947-1949.



  4.  Letter, Baseball Hall of Fame, James L. Gates, Jr., Librarian. 


  5.  Citation, Bronze Star Medal.


  6.  Enlisted Discharge, 20 September 1945.


  7.  Disposition Form, 15 February 1951, with 1st Endorsement, 19 February 1951. 


  8.  Letter, Department of the Army, 26 June 1962.


  9.  Letter, Colonel W. W. Watson, HQ. AGRS Mediterranean Zone, 9 March 1950. 


10.  Letters from The Ambassadors of France, Belgium and Germany; Military and 

                   Civilian Museums and Libraries here in the United States and Europe; College


       and University Professors, Historians and Writers; and other interested 
 
        
       individuals, Tabs A to Z.


11.  Letter, Richard H. Thompson, General US Army Retired, 15 November 1996.


12.  Letters, Monroe - Union Historic Properties Commission, 7 February 1994         
      
       through 4 March 1996,  four letters.


13.  Letter, The Airborne Museum, Ste. Mere Eglise, France, 10 June 1997.


14.  Letter, Commanding General, Combat Studies Institute, Command And General Staff 
       College, 20 March 1997.


15.  Distinguished Unit of the Quartermaster  Regiment. 

            16.  Meritorious Unit Commendation.

            17.  Letter, American Battle Monuments Commission.

            18.  DA Form 67-5, 25 August 1955, Col. Cunningham, INF. and Brigadier General R.C. 

                   Taber USA.

          
19.  DA Form 67-5, 8 September 1965. Col. Austin INF. and Brigadier General E.P. 

                   Smith USA.


20.  DA Forms 67-5, which outline duties and performance while assigned, Vietnam.


21.  Legion Of Merit.


22.  DA Form 67-5, 20 October 1966, Col. Grimm Jr. ARTY.


23.  Card, 21 May 1997, J.J. Walsh

 
24.  Endorsements supporting the recommendation of LTC Butte for induction into the 
       

                   Quartermaster Hall of Fame.


25.   “Grampa” A Memoir by LTC Charles D. Butte.

ENCLOSURE 10,  TABS A TO Z


SUBJECT









TAB

Letter, Library Of Congress








  A

Letter, 10 Downing Street, London, England






  B

Letter, Ambassador of France, and Chief of Historical Service, Land Army of France
  C 

Letter, Ambassador of Belgium, and Chief  of Historical Documentation, 

Belgian Armed Forces








              D

Letter, The German Embassy








  E

Letter, United States Military Academy






  F

Letter, United States Air Force Academy






  G

Letter, United States Army Command and General Staff College



  H

Letters, US Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks




  I

Letter, National Archives








  J

Letters, Mr. Tony Rogers, Historian, Combined Ex-Services Association, England

  K

Letter, Eisenhower Center for American Studies, University of New Orleans

  L

Letter, Center for the Study of War and Society, University of Tennessee


  M

Letter, Indiana University








  N

Letter, University of California, Los Angeles






  O

Letter, University of Southern California






  P

Letter, Xavier University








  Q

Letter, 82nd Airborne Division War Memorial Museum




  R

Letter, 82nd Airborne Division, ‘All American’ Jeep Group, Belgian Chapter, C-47 Club.    S

Letters, Mr. Thomas Oblinger







             T

Letters, Historian, 6th Engineer Special Brigade  (Normandy Invasion)


  U

Letter, Arizona State University







  V

Letter. Ohio Historical Society







  W

Letter, Camille P. Kohn, Retired Sergeant Major, Palace Guard, Luxembourg

  X

Letter, Indiana University of Pennsylvania






  Y

Letter, West High School Alumni Association





  Z
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