Charles D. Butte, Lt. Col. USA (Ret),  West High School Class of 1938

Citizen, Soldier, Teacher, Historian, and above all a loving Husband and Father.

Col. Butte (Bud) was born on 17 March 1921, in Duquesne Pennsylvania.  He entered West High School in the fall of 1936 and became a member of the West High Cowboys Football Squad.  That year South High and West High shared the honor of being the City Football Co-Champions, you must remember that memorable season.

Due to injuries sustained during practice in the fall of 1937, Bud was unable to play football during his senior year.  He worked as an usher at the old Westmont theatre from the fall of 1937 through the fall of 1938.

In the fall of 1938 he entered Indiana University at Bloomington, Indiana, He did not return to school in the fall of 1939, due to his father’s illness.  He went to work at the Banner Die, Tool and Stamping Company.  He worked at the Banner attaining the position of Supervisor of the Production Department in 1941.  In December 1942 he requested to be relieved of his position at the Banner Die and Tool Company, he was on a permanent war time deferment, so he could join the Army.  Bud volunteered for service in the US Army and was sworn in on 10 February 1943.   

He was assigned to the 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company, a unit responsible for retrieving the dead from the battle field, evacuating them to the cemetery, identifying them, securing their personal effects and conducting the burial.  After the War he continued in Graves Registration operations, disinterring the remains that were buried in overseas cemeteries, processing them and dispatching them to the site directed by the Next of Kin, be it in a civilian cemetery in the USA or any friendly country in the world, or a National cemetery in the USA or overseas.  Col. Butte escorted deceased US Military personnel to their final resting place in Greece and Israel.  He volunteered for Jump School in September 1951.

Col. Butte received a Direct (Mustang) Commission while in Europe and Commanded (for a short time) his original unit, the 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company, which he had served in as a private, section and platoon sergeant and 1st Sergeant.

Col. Butte served in Europe during WW II, entering France over the beach at Utah; he served in Korea as the Quartermaster Operations Officer and Airborne Advisor, HQ. 8th US Army Forward.  During the Dominican Republic Operation he served as commander of the 407th  Airborne Supply and Transportation Battalion, and special projects officer for the Chief of Staff and the Assistant Division Commander, 82nd Airborne Division.  During 1965/66, Col. Butte served as the Supply Officer, Saigon Supply Depot and Special Assistant to the Deputy Commander, 1st Logistical Command; Col. Butte was his personal Supply and Maintenance representative.  He traveled the width and breadth of South Vietnam expediting the movement of supplies to the combat forces, and the maintenance of equipment, not only for the US Forces, but also for all troops of all allied Nations in South Vietnam.  During the Dominican Republican Operation in 1965, he was cited, by the Assistant Division Commander, as one of the most outstanding Lieutenant Colonels the entire 82nd Airborne Division.  

In 1958/60, Col. Butte served as Quartermaster Airborne Items Inspector at the Columbus General Depot.  During this assignment Bud coached a little League baseball team in Whitehall, OH.  During his assignment in Frankfurt Germany, as the Assistant Quartermaster, HQ. Northern Area Command from 1960 to 1963, he served as an assistant Scoutmaster. Col. Butte has been honored with National TV exposure on two separate occasions.  In 1947/50, while in Command at the Temporary US Military Cemetery at Nettuno, Italy, he instructed and coached a group of Italian civilians in the art of Playing Baseball, and is regarded as the father of modern baseball in Italy.  In 1983 Mr. Harry Reasonier, CBS TV 60 Minutes, aired a special segment on Baseball in Italy, and formally referred to Col. Butte as the “Abner Doubleday” of Baseball in Italy.  The second occasion was for his work in Graves Registration during the Invasion of Normandy by Mr. Pierre Salinger in June 1984, which was aired on ABC TV during the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the Invasion of Normandy.  

Col. Butte is also credited with the saving of the life of a young German schoolgirl, the child had been hit by a passing German automobile (a hit and run).  Bud stopped his car and rendered assistance, which prevented the little girl from going into shock.  The medical personnel, upon arriving at the scene, stated that he did in fact save her life.

During his time in the Army, Col. Butte constantly worked to improve and further his education, enrolling in night and weekend college level courses.  The military encourages a continuous program of higher education for all personnel regardless of rank or assignment.

Col. Butte retired from the Army on 28 February 1967, his entire time on active duty was as a Reserve Officer, due to medical problems he was never offered a Regular Army Commission.  In March 1967, he enrolled in The Ohio State University, College of Education.  He graduated in August 1968, and started working for the Columbus Board of Education as a Teacher of Social Studies at Roosevelt Junior High School.  Not satisfied with his level of education, he enrolled in Xavier University Graduate School, Cincinnati, Ohio, in February 1969, graduating in June 1975.  Again, Saturday classes and a drive of over 100 miles each way to attend those classes.  He also served as Guidance Councilor and “Move Ahead Teacher” at Roosevelt.  He retired (medically) from the school system in February 1980.   

Today, and for the past 15 years, Col. Butte has been engaged in his family Genealogy, and researching WW II Quartermaster Graves Registration Companies and writing papers based upon his findings.  He is considered a specialist in his field.

 
Col. Butte volunteered his services at the Riviera Beach VA Clinic for five years in the late 80’s and early 90’s.

Col. Butte is an outstanding emissary for the values and goals of the students of West High School

