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Colonel Elbert E. Legg, born on 17 March 1923, was the eldest son of eleven children born to John Curtis Legg and Mary Hattie Holcomb Legg, in the hills of Clay County, West Virginia.   He attended his elementary grades in one room school houses.  He walked one and one half miles and rode a bus for ten miles (one way) to attend Clay County High School, graduating in 1941.  He received a scholarship from Sears Roebuck & Company and entered West Virginia University in 1941.  He entered the US Army in February 1943, and was sent to Camp Sutton, Monroe, North Carolina, where he joined the 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company (QM GR CO).


From Camp Sutton, North Carolina, the company was shipped to Camp Toccoa, Georgia, then to Fort Hamilton, Seattle, Washington, to Fort Lewis, Tacoma, Washington. The 603 QM GR CO arrived in England in February 1944, and was assigned to the US VII Corps, First US Army as part of the invasion force scheduled to participation of the Invasion of Normandy, France, in June 1944.  The Platoons of the 603 QM GR CO were further attached to the combat division of the Corps for the invasion, with  Legg's platoon being attached to the 82d Airborne Division.  No one in the platoon was Airborne Qualified, so the Platoon was scheduled to cross the channel by ship and join the 82nd in France on D+7.  Legg recommended to his Platoon Commander, Lieutenant Miller,  that a member of the Platoon be assigned to the assault echelon of the 82nd, landing in Normandy on D-Day.  Legg knew that the Division would require Graves Registration support during the first days of the invasion.  His recommendation was accepted and he was selected to fill the slot.  He received glider training and was manifested on one of the gliders scheduled for participation in the assault on Normandy.   He rode a British HORSA glider into the beach-head on D-Day, he landed without injury.  The next morning, 7 June 1944, he set about laying out a temporary cemetery near the site where he landed. This became known as the US Temporary Military Cemetery, Blosville, France, and contained about  6,000 burials before it was closed. 


While in Normandy, Legg transferred permanently to the 407 Airborne Quartermaster Company,  82d Airborne Division, and returned with them to England to prepare for further airborne operations. 


He attended the 82nd Airborne Division Jump School in England in August 1944.  However, in September 1944, he was again assigned to ride a glider in the invasion of Holland during operation Market Garden.  Again, Legg was a member of the assault echelon.  Here, he established the US Military Temporary Cemetery at Molenhoch, Holland for the 82nd Airborne Division, this cemetery contained 810 burials before it was closed.


At this point in time Legg was appointed the permanent Graves Registration Technician for the 82nd Airborne Division.


Throughout the rest of WW II he established and operated the 82nd Airborne Division Graves Registration (GR) collecting points and the GR evacuation system utilized by the division.


He remained with, and assigned to the 407th Airborne Quartermaster Company, 82nd Airborne Division  through the occupation of Berlin in 1945. 


Following his discharge in December 1945 he immediately returned to the University of West Virginia to complete his education.  Legg graduated in 1948 with a BS Degree in Agriculture and a Regular Army Commission.  He received his Regular Army Commission through the Department of the Army program of offering Regular Army Commission to the Reserve Officers Training Corps “Outstanding Cadet.”   His commission and reentry into the Army also led to a new career, Infantry officer.


In 1949,  Platoon Leader, 187th Airborne Infantry Regimental Combat Team, Fort Campbell, Kentucky 


In 1949,  he attended the Ground General School, Fort Riley, Kansas 


In 1949,  he attended Basic Infantry School, Fort Benning, Georgia.


In 1950-1953,  he was a Platoon Leader, and a Company Commander, 350th Infantry Regiment, US Forces, Austria 


In 1953-1955,  he was a Company Commander, and a Battalion S4, 511th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 11th  Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Kentucky 


In 1955-1956,  he attended the Advanced Infantry School, Fort Benning, Georgia 


In 1956-1958,  he commanded Detachment M, ACSIG DA with station in Hawaii. 


In 1958-1959,  he attended the Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 


In 1959-1960,  he was the Battle Group Operations Officer, 31st Infantry, 7th Infantry Division, Korea. 


In 1961-1964,  he Commanded the US Army Special Security Detachment, AGSI, DA with station, 18th Airborne Corps, Fort Bragg, N. C. 


In 1964-1965,  he Commander the 1st Battalion, 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  His Battalion was one of two Battalions assigned as the assault Battalions, Dominican Republic Combat Operation.  


In 1965-1966,  he was selected by the Commanding General of the 82nd Airborne Division to be his Inspector General. 


In 1966-1967,  during this period of time he was the Berlin Plans Officer, Headquarters, USEUCOM, Paris France. 


In 1967-1968,  he attended the US Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 


In 1968-1969,  he served as the G2, AGSI 1St Field Force, Vietnam. 


In 1969-1970,  he was assigned as an Intelligence Officer, DIA, Washington, D. C. 


In 1970 Colonel Elbert E, Legg Retired.  


Colonel Legg received two below the zone promotions during his career as a US Army Infantry Officer, Captain to Major and LTC to Colonel.


His awards include the Legion of Merit (OLC), Bronze Star Medal (20LC,'V'). ARCOM (3 OLC), Combat Infantry Badge, Parachute and Glider Badges, Distinguished Unit Citation and Meritorious Unit Citation, in addition, personal foreign decorations include,  from France, The Criox-de-Guerre w/bronze star; from Belgium, The Fourragere; from Holland, The Orange Lanyard, Knight 4th Class; from Korea, The Order of Military Merit; and from Vietnam, Military Merit Medal.  


As a Quartermaster Enlisted man he participated in two Airborne Invasions and personally and individually established and operated two temporary combat cemeteries for the 82nd Airborne Division.  Blosville, Normandy, France, 7 June 1944, and Molenhoch, Holland, 17 September 1944. 


In 1970 after retirement from the military, Colonel Legg entered a second career, Hospital Administration. 
At the time of his retirement in 1987  from his second career,  he was the Vice President, Moore Regional Hospital Pinehurst, North Carolina.  



He has been married to Patsy Lemley Legg for 50 years They have one son, JAMES, an Archaeologist at the University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina. 
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