George Hebenstriet, Combat Photographer,

THE LYING OF THE COMMIUNICATION CABLE FROM ENGLAND TO FRANCE.

After John Hines and I were recalled from Normandy in June 1944, he and I were assigned to cover the laying of the new communications cable between England and France.  Having received the orders, off we went me with my Motion Picture Camera and Gear and 

      John with his Graphic Camera and Gear                                                                                                                                   

Upon arrival at the communication center, on the Southern coast of England, we were given a V.I.P. tour of the installation.  After two elevator rides straight down, we arrived at the Under Ground Section of the center.  This is where one end of the new cable will be connected.  The tour was fabulous and we were treated like visiting dignitaries.  The British GI’s assigned to the operation then took us under their wing and escorted us to an area near Beach Head, where we went aboard the British Cable Laying Ship.   


John and I were given 4th Officer status; this helped us in doing our job with little interference and, when requested, a lot of assistance.  There was nothing to good to insure the success of the project and the recording of the history of the project.  It had to be a perfect operation and so did the recorded history.


John and I were given a tour of the ship during which we recorded the different parts of the ship and what part each played in the operation.  John continuously Snapping and me Winding and Grinding away.


The cable was coiled in four holes in the forward portion of the ship.  The cable was then threaded out of the holes through an Idler Wheel to straighten it out, then through a set of rollers to insure it’s even flow over the bow.  The ship sped along through the water at the lighting speed of about three to four knots an hour.


Destination Cherbourg, France!  It was during June that we had good and very bad weather, however I am sure that they were thinking of me, because this operation was scheduled after the storms that we had in the Channel during the middle of June.  The weather was with us and we enjoyed good weather during the entire operation.  The coast is clear and we could see Cherbourg on the horizon.


Upon arrival in Cherbourg more excitement for me and fun for the crew. The crew tied me in boatsman chair and put me over the side; I still did not want to get dunked in the deep water, because I can not swim.  I kept telling them that as I panned the bow area of the ship where the cable went over the bow and down onto the floor of the ocean.  The crew explained to me that the cable upon reaching the floor of the ocean would automatically bury itself. 


The operation was not over yet, the crew had to go ashore and make repairs to the installation at Cherbourg and then connect the cable to the French connection. 


The food aboard was excellent, as was the crew.   However, they decided that I should be dunked in the Channel as a sign of my Naval Experience, I kept telling them that I could not swim, but over the side I went, IN TWO FEET OF Water, what a surprise.


The trip and the experience of living and working closely with our British Allies was a most rewarding experience.


MISSION ACCPOMPLISHED!
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Two Pfc.’s, John Hines and George Hebenstriet. 
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S/George Hebenstriet

   George Hebenstriet, June 1944, Army Pictorial #146,
          George Hebenstriet, Army Pictorial Service

   Cherbourg, France, June 1944, during the laying of the 
          Service #146, Cable lying project across the 

    communication cable between England and France                               English Channel, after being Dunked       

                                                                                                               in the Cherbourg Harbor
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