9 October 2000

Office of the Quartermaster General, Regimental Office

The United States Army Quartermaster Center and School

5000 22nd Street

Fort Lee, VA  23801-5032

Dear Sir,


Under the provisions of Circular, Quartermaster Hall of Fame and Distinguished Member/Unit of the Regiment Nominations Procedures, the 609th Quartermaster Graves Registration Company is nominated as a Distinguished Unit of the Regiment.


A copy of the Unit Lineage and Honors Certificate is attached as tab x. Although not listed, the unit did receive an award, the unit was awarded the Meritorious Service Unit Plaque, 7 June 1945, per paragraph IV, General Order 134 Headquarters, 7 June 1945, Third United States Army (you can be sure the unit deserved this award, because General Patton was a perfectionist as far as Graves Registration operations were concerned).  A letter has been written to The Chief Of Staff, Department of the Army, for correction of this oversight.   It would seem that there existed in this unit a loss of Command perspective in the area of morale and the good of the individuals in the unit, because there were no individual medals or other awards given to any of the Officers or Enlisted Men of the 609th QM GR CO during WW II.  This particular situation can be partially remedied by designating the unit a Distinguished Unit of the Regiment, which they deserve. 

The 609 entered the European Theater of Operations (England) on 8 June 1944, and was shipped to France on 7 August 1944.  The unit furnished Cadres for three QM Graves Registration Companies while in the ETO.  The 609 QM GR CO is credited with participating in the following Campaigns: Northern France, Ardennes-Alsace, Rhineland, and Central Europe.  They arrived in Manila, PI on 11 September 1944, too late for any campaign credit.  However, they operated and beautified existing cemeteries and engaged in search and recovery operations in the Philippine Islands and on the Island of New Guinea until inactivated on 1 June 1949.  The 609 QM GR CO was one of the lasts WWII QM GR CO’s to be inactivated.  The Unit Historical Data Sheets are attached as tab y.  In addition, it should be noted that the unit was recalled to active service during the Korean War, 1950 to 1953, serving in Europe.


The 609th QM GR CO established the US Army Temporary Cemetery at Limey, France on 5 November 1944 and the 3rd US Army Cemetery, Ham, Luxembourg on 29 December 1944, which is, today, the permanent US Military Cemetery, Luxembourg.  The unit then served as a follow on Graves Registration unit involved in Search and Recovery Operations in France and Germany and, beautifying existing cemeteries in France and Germany, until the transfer of the Unit to the South West Pacific Theatre of Operations on 29 July 1945. 

The 609 QM GR CO, as far as I can determine, was the only Quartermaster Graves Registration Company transferred from Europe to the South Pacific that actually completed the transfer and served in both the European and South West Pacific Theaters of Operations.  Some of the Officers and Enlisted Men who were originally assigned to the unit at the time of activation severed in both theaters. 

The Commanders and the entire compliment of officers and men of the 609th Quartermaster Graves Registration Company were outstanding emissaries for the US Army and the Quartermaster Corps.  The unit upheld the Honors and Traditions of the US Army and the Quartermaster Corps in a superior manner in the United States,  in both the European and South West Pacific Theaters of Operations during WW II and in Europe during the Korean Conflict. 

As a peripheral bit of information, at the present time I am compiling a history of the 609 QM GR CO, both Pictorial and written.  A sample of the information that I have already collected is attached as tab z.  Upon completion a copy of this history will be furnished the Quartermaster Historian, the Quartermaster Museum and the D-Day Museum in New Orleans, LA.  

Sincerely yours,

Charles D. Butte,  LTC USA (Ret.)

DMOR

Enclosures: 3 Tabs, a/s

