15 November 1999

Office of the Quartermaster General, Regimental Office

The United States Quartermaster Center and School

5000 22nd Street

Fort Lee, VA  23801- 5032

Dear Sir,


Under the provisions of Circular, Quartermaster Hall of fame and Distinguished Member/Unit of the Regiment Nominations Procedures, the 607 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company is nominated as a distinguished Unit of the Regiment.


A copy of the Unit Lineage and Honors Certificate has been requested from the United States Army Center of Military History, however it has not yet been received.  The Unit Historical Data Sheet(s), are attached, and as soon as the Lineage and Honors Certificate is received, I will forward it to you for attachment to this recommendation.  An unofficial history of the unit is on file in the Office of the Quartermaster Historian, Dr. Steven Anders.  


The 607 QM GR CO was assigned to the First United States Army, during World War II, from the beaches of Normandy to the heart of Germany.  Three Platoons of the company were attached to Special Engineer Brigades for the D-Day, 6 June 1944, invasion landings on the two United States Beaches, Omaha and Utah, of Normandy.  The Fourth Platoon was attached to the First Special Engineer Brigade, the Second Platoon was attached to the Fifth Special Engineer Brigade, and the Third Platoon was attached to the Sixth Engineer Brigade.  All three platoons participated in the invasion of Normandy, France, as components of Assault Forces “B” and “O.”  All three platoons were awarded the French Croix DeGuerre with Palm, for their outstanding performance during the invasion.


The First Platoon, 607 QM GR CO, was one of the units that were involved in the disastrous Exercise Tiger on 28 April 1944.  The platoon suffered many casualties when German E-boats attacked their convoy during a practice landing at Slampton Sands, England.  Casualties suffered by the first Platoon were six killed, one wounded, and 10 missing.   A complete file of the results of my research on this subject is on file in the Office of the Quartermaster Historian.  The First Platoon was replaced by the Fourth Platoon, and the First Platoon was then reconstituted and returned to the Company Headquarters. 


The Third Platoon established a temporary cemetery on Omaha Beach in the afternoon hours of 7 June 1944.  The Second Platoon established the US Military Cemetery, St. Laurent Sur Mere, Omaha Beach on 8 June 1944.  The Fourth Platoon established a temporary cemetery on Utah Beach on 8 June 1944.  The Fourth Platoon was attached to the 603 QM GR CO and working with the Fourth Platoon, 603 QM GR CO established the US Military Cemetery for German Deceased at Orglandes, France, on 18 June 1944.

After the Normandy Campaign, the 607 QM GR CO became the First US Army’s follow on Graves Registration Company.  As the US Army Combat Corps pushed the front lines forward the 607 QM GR CO would follow on and relieve the forward Graves Registration Units of the operation of established US Military Cemeteries.


The 607 QM GR CO arrived at the US Military Cemetery at Henri Chapelle, Belgium, on 8 November 1944, and relieved the 603 QM GR CO of the responsibility of the operation of the cemetery.  The 607 QM GR CO operated the Henri Chapelle Cemetery, and Graves Registration Collecting Points in Belgium and Germany until 1 April 1945.  During the Battle of the Bulge, 16 December 1944 to February 1945, the 607 QM GR CO is credited with burying 405 remains in a single day’s operation.  During the Bulge, remains were delivered by the hundreds each day to the Henri Chapelle Cemetery by Graves Registration Units operating forward GR collecting points for the combat units of the US First and Third Army’s operating in Belgium and Germany.


On 1 April 1945, the 607 QM GR CO assumed the responsibility for the operation of the US Military Cemetery, Ittenbach, Germany.  The 607th then went on to establish the US Military Cemetery, Breuna, Germany, on 10 April 1945. The end of the war in Europe found the 607th at the US Military Cemetery, Eisenach, Germany, which they had established and had been operating since 23 April 1945.

It would require a major research project to determine the total number of deceased processed by the 607 QM GR CO, because the number of remains processed was never included in the Unit’s After Action Reports.  However, the number has to be in the thousands.  

The men of the 607 QM GR CO and the different Platoons earned and are authorized to wear the following  medals, ribbons, awards and decorations:

The French Croix DeGuerre w/Palm

The Presidential Unit citation

The Bronze Arrowhead for the Invasion of Normandy

The American Theater Ribbon

The Good Conduct Medal

The American Defense Medal

The Victory Medal

The Meritorious Unit Citation

Five Bronze Battle Stars for Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Central Europe, and the Ardennes

The Commander and the entire compliment of officers and men of the 607 Quartermaster 

Graves Registration Company were outstanding emissaries for the US Army and the Quartermaster Corps.  The unit upheld the Honors and Traditions of the Quartermaster Corps in a superior manner on a continuous basis in the European Theater of operations during World War II.  The Officers and Men of the unit were awarded many individual awards for individual acts of heroism and outstanding service.

In view of the above, and for it’s display of superior and commendable service during the 

war in Europe, the 607th Quartermaster Graves Registration Company is highly recommended for induction into the Quartermaster Regiment as a Distinguished Unit.

Sincerely

Charles D. Butte

DMOR
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