13 January 2000

Subject:  Processing Deceased US, Allied, and Enemy Military Personnel at Cemeteries operated by the 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Company.
This paper was requested by Stephen West, 81 Langford Place,  Sidcup. Kent,

DA144AZ, England.

This request is strange to me; not that Steve asked me to write, but that I have not done it before.  This paper will show the many steps taken at the Cemetery to insure Identification, security of Personal Effects, and that proper decorum was always maintained from the evacuation from the battlefield, through the Collecting Point system, the administration and preparatory operation, and the burial process.


To review the evacuation process: normally remains were picked up on the battlefield by personnel of the deceased’s unit and evacuated through Battalion and Regimental Collecting Point to the Division Collecting Point.  Corps or Army Quartermaster Graves Registration personnel normally operated the Division Collecting Point.  All along the evacuation system, steps were taken to make sure that the deceased had identification present on the body (Identification Tags – “Dog Tags” – were never removed from the deceased) and his Personal Effects secured.  It was important for many reasons, from the battlefield through the Division collecting point, to secure the identification; it would accelerate replacements, equipment, specialists, and morale of the troops reassuring them that battle casualties were just as important as those present for duty, and THE ARMY and THE UNIT CARED.   The deceased were then evacuated from the Division Collecting Point to the Cemetery by QM GR personnel, in either unit or division transportation.  Deceased from rear area units were evacuated to the cemetery by the unit.  QM GR personnel using unit transportation picked up deceased form hospitals.  While reading this paper I hope you think of the people involved in the operation, and their presence of mind, knowing that they could be one of the KIA’s on the way to the cemetery.  QM GR Personnel were KIA and WIA in the line of duty while doing their job as GR personnel.  The cemetery at Nettuno, Italy (Anzio Beach Head) was shelled many times.  

Now for the starting place for the processing of the deceased at the cemetery; First and foremost the Unit Commander down to the squad NCO’s of the deceased’s unit had the responsibility to insure that the men in their command wore their Identification Tags at all times!  However, many of the Officers and NCO’s set a bad example by not wearing theirs.



The remains were unloaded at the unloading site at the cemetery.



The remains were then given a quick check for ordinance, which should have been removed as the deceased was being processed through the different collecting Points prior to the arrival at the cemetery. This job was normally assigned to an individual who showed an interest and respect for ordinance, both friendly and enemy.



Then the remains were moved to the processing area, labor was normally POW’s under the direct supervision of a GR man.



The remains were then processed for burial by a team of Enlisted men (EM), a Medic, normally the individual in charge of the team, prepared the Emergency Medical Tag (EMT), and recorded the information on GR Form #1, a stripper who opened all pockets and an EM who searched the remains and assisted the Medic as required.  The stripper would place all items found on the deceased on the deceased chest and the second EM would then inventory and list all personal effects and place them in a Personal Effects Bag.



The Identification Tag’s were the first item searched for as the stripper did his job, if located, one tag was inserted in the portable hand operated Embossing Machine, a standard piece of TO&E equipment for a GR CO.  This is where the “notch” in the Dog Tag comes into play, the notch is there to insure proper align of the tag in the embossing machine, and in the Identification Tag fabricating machine, that is used to make a second tag if the deceased has only one tag, this is also an authorized TO&E piece of equipment, the notch is there for no other reason or purpose.  Two GR Form’s #1, one at a time, was placed in the embossing machine and the handle of the machine compressed, the information on the dog Tag was embossed on the forms.  One form was used at the processing area to record the pertinent information.  Clerks transposing the hand written information typed the second.   

All of the GI equipment that was still with the remains was removed.  The serial 

Numbers of equipment was recorded for later reference if the remains did not have Dog Tags.  The processing of Unknown deceased will be discussed later.

The personal effects were removed, inventoried, recorded on a 

Personal Effects Form, then all items were secured and the form placed in a Personal Effects Bag.  From here on every time the personal effects changed hands they were inventoried by the receiving individual and signed for.  I think at this juncture that it should be noted that during the inventorying of the personal effects at each point along the way to the Effects Depot, any sexual items and or undesirable and or questionable letters and pictures were removed and destroyed, this was done in the interest of the deceased, under the direct supervision of an Officer.

One Identification Tag remained with the deceased, usually on the chain or tie of 

some kind and placed around the neck of the deceased.  Again something must be said at this point in this paper about the identification tag, the tag was not placed between the teeth of the deceased.



The deceased was then placed in a mattress cover, placed on a stretcher, all paper work and the second tag remained with the deceased, and taken to the grave.  The deceased was then lowered into the grave, the second Dog Tag attached to the marker and the GR#1 form noted as to the Plot, Row and Grave in which the deceased was buried.
  At this point the GR form #1 was checked and sent to the administration tent and / or office along with the second copy of GR Form #1, embossed with the ID Tag.   At this point the second copy on which the “Dog Tag” was embossed was typed.  The form was then proofed and signed by an Officer. 



The GR Form #1 was then passed to another clerk who typed the individual information on the Weekly Report of Burials, GR Form #2.  The Forms were then boxed and prepared for shipment through channels to a Storage Depot in the USA for further work by the Office of the Quartermaster General and the Adjutant General.


The Personal Effects were inventoried by bag, boxed and prepared for shipment through channels to the Effects Depot in Kansas City, MO.   


The handling of UNKNOWNS was much more detailed and a complex operation.   

To start with it must be remembered that all deceased were checked for Tags and other identification all along the evacuation route, just a cursory check but an important check.



No identification tags:

The remains was assigned an UNKNOWN Number,i.e. Unknown X4, and recorded on 

GR Form #1 in the space reserved for the name of the deceased.



The color of eyes, hair and skin was recorded.

A tooth chart was drawn up, noting the fillings, and anything else noted about the

mouth and teeth was recorded.

All laundry marks and the size found on items of clothing and other personal items to

include markings on GI webbing were recorded.

The serial numbers and nomenclature of all items of equipment accompanying the

 remains were recorded. 



All scars and abnormalities found on the body were recorded.

All tattoos were noted as to type, size, color and location.

Fingerprints were taken from all fingers present.  If the skin on the fingers was 

wrinkled, a medical syringe filled with water was inserted under the skin near the first joint and the water inserted under the skin.  The water would fill the wrinkles and then it was possible to take a perfect finger.  


Everything in the wallet was removed and recorded; objectionable material was

removed if and when the deceased was identified.  Everything was a possible link to identification.

If known, the location, map coordinates, where the deceased was recovered was

recorded.  This was standard operating procedure for isolated burials and remains picked up during search and recovery operations following a battle and after the war.

The same procedure as for a known deceased was followed to the burial site, except that

a copy of the Burial Report was secured in a bottle and buried with the remains.

Other QM GR CO’s, operating Cemeteries, processed the remains following different

operating procedures, but the end result was the same.  Exacting in the processing of information and the securing of personnel effects. 
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