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THIRTY YEARS FROM D-DAY, LT. GENERAL ELVY B. ROBERTS

ASSUMED COMMAND OF THE SIXTH UNITED STATES ARMY,
HEADQUARTERED AT THE PRESIDIO IN SAN FRANCISCO.

had a sizable battle in eliminating the defenders of the
causeway exit.

As we walked around the area, the captain was
stunned when he saw all the dead and fifty or sixty
wounded German soldiers. Aside from the dead and
wounded, we had taken about eighty or ninety German
prisoners. We had eight of our men killed and sixteen or
so wounded. From this successful experience in en-
countering the German snipers, I have never underes-
timated American soldiers’ ingenuity in battle. It was
this ingenuity that enabled us to capture and overcome
the defenders of Pouppeville. Thus, with the fortified
village in our hands, the beach forces were able to walk
up the treacherous causeway safely. During the next
three or four days, we began to achieve some sorting of
units. Meanwhile, we were attacking in the areas
around St. Mere Eglise and St. Come du Mont, gaining
control of much of the beachhead.

GETTING STITCHED

Some five or six days later, I was “stitched” by four
machine gun bullets in the attack to seize Carentan,
the first major objective we had for the invasion. I was
evacuated to a hospital in England. I returned to the
so1sta month later, in time to receive a battlefield pro-

motion to captain, and in time for the jump into Hol-
land on 17 September 1944. Unlike Normandy, the
Holland jump was indeed a parade ground jump. The
only thing I will say about the Holland operation is
that, unlike Cornelius Ryan’s description of it as 4
Bridge Too Far, the operation was just ‘'a bridge too far”
for General Montgomery, and it should not have been.

By the time of the Battle of the Bulge in the Ar-
dennes in December 1944, 1 was a major, battlefield
promoted to regimental operations officer, so1st Para-
chute Infantry. We crossed the Rhine in April 1945,
and, during the race through Germany, I was again
battlefield promoted to lieutenant colonel battalion
commander. We fought our way down the Autobahn,
by-passed Munich, moved through Berchtesgaden,
and came in contact with the Russians on the Inns
River in Austria.

So much for Europe! To express my feelings of my
life and experience as a soldier and officer in the United
States Army throughout World War II and the Viet-
nam War, I will quote an inscription which I found on
an ammunition box during my tour of a battlefield.
The inscription says, “You have never lived until
you've almost died. For those who fight for it, life has
the flavor the protected will never know.” 0

NOTES on CONTRIBUTORS

LIEUTENANT GENERAL ELVY B. ROBERTS, USA (RET.),
first reminisced on his D-Day experiences at a dinner
given by the West Point Society on 18 May 1994.
A. James Oakes, Jr. and Tro Harper wrote on Admiral
Nimitz and Lillie Lum expressly for Lisrary NoTEs.

Book Talk

The Library Committee is exploring the possibility of
forming a book discussion group. The object is to
gather in the convivial atmosphere of the Club to hear
a member’s informal review of an interesting book fol-
lowed by a spirited discussion and good fellowship. We
need about a dozen Bohemians to get this started. In-
terested? Please send your name and address to John
Mullane, Jr., c/o the Bohemian Club.




