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find your location in a sophisticated age!

With thisinformation, we were able to locate Pouppe-
ville on the map with reference to where we were. Gen-
eral Taylor said “‘Julian, there is a fortified village at
Pouppeville which controls one of the exits from the
ocean at Utah Beach. This is the mission of a battalion
of the so2nd, but, since we have been so scattered, 1
want to be certain this exit is secured.” He gave Ewell
orders to move out with all the men we could gather up,
with the mission to eliminate the defense at Pouppe-
ville. After some reorganization of the rank and file, we
moved out at about three am. By this time, we had as-
sembled about 200 men and three lieutenants from the
3rd Battalion, and a mixture of men and NCO’s from
several other units of both the 1015t and the 82nd Air-
borne divisions.

FirsT FIREFIGHT

Under Ewell’s direction, we organized the complement
of men we had assembled into three platoon forma-
tions, each commanded by a lieutenant, with the
NCO’s divided up among the three platoon formations.
Ewell appointed me as company commander of the
group to replace the company commander who was
shot down along with his aircraft. I moved with the
scouts of the lead platoon on the road toward Pouppe-
ville. At just about the break of dawn, as we rounded a
curve, we saw about 150 yards in the distance a column
of ten or fifteen German soldiers marching in forma-
tion, but scarcely discernible in the approaching day-
light, coming toward us on the road. My men took to
the ditches, and, at the same time, so did the German
column. We opened fire, but, for whatever reason, we
received only sporadic fire in return. Despite our fire
and our call of uber gaben (surrender), the German sol-
diers did not respond to us the way we expected.
Within ten minutes or so, all of them were killed.
Proceeding on a few hundred yards down the road,
we came under heavy fire. Ewell radioed me to deploy
our platoon formations in the field on both sides of the
road. We advanced across the field toward the village.
We were under heavy rifle and mortar fire mostly by
German snipers hiding on concealed tree platforms.
However, as these locations of the German soldiers
were identified, our men immediately developed tac-
tics to counterattack. Working in pairs, separated by
about fifty yards or so, one soldier would deliberately
draw fire from the Germans. When the Germans on the
platforms returned the fire, the other soldier identified
the source of the fire and then turned it into his firing
target. Finally, by about ten am, under Ewell’s com-
mand, we had captured the fortified village. Sure
enough, the German defenses were oriented on the
causeway leading from Utah Beach as we were coming
in from the rear. The Germans had blown the dike
causing a flood on both sides of the causeway, extend-
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ing one mile. That tactic would cause the Allied units
coming in from the beach to use the causeway as the
only exit, thus becoming prime targets of German
snipers. However, we had gained control of the fortified
village and by eleven am, secured the causeway from
German fire thus preparing for the Allied landing.

LINKING WITH THE 4TH

Soon after, from our position about one mile in the rear
of the beach, we saw yellow smoke from the tree line
near the beach. We knew that the landing had been
made. We responded with our yellow smoke grenades.
1 walked part way down the causeway and met the cap-
tain company commander from a regiment of the 4th
Infantry Division which had landed and was coming
over to the beach. I will never forget the captain em-
bracing me, and, with tears in his eyes, telling me they
had been sweating out this landing for weeks and now
they had walked ashore without one shot being fired. I
told him it had not been easy for us, and that we had
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ALL DRESSED UP—AND LOADED DOWN—FIRST LIEUTENANT ELVY
ROBERTS WEIGHED IN AT JGO POUNDS AT DEPARTURE.




