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of such tests, the SHAEF staff and command became
convinced that Popov was genuine, and that he could
be used as a counterspy for the Allies.

Porov’s RETurN

After some eight or nine months working under the
G-2, Popov was inserted back into Germany with in-
formation which SHAEF wanted to pass on to Hitler.
This information was to convince Hitler that there
would be a faint invasion in Normandy, but that the
main invasion would come through the Pas de Calais
area, several hundred miles to the north. To add credi-
bility to this plot, SHAEF established a scaled down 3rd
Army Headquarters in the northern part of England.
It was so located because this would be the closest and
probably the most practical departure area for a cross
channel operation on a Pas de Calais invasion route.
General Patton, commander of the 3rd Army in Sicily
and Italy, was moved to England, and he and elements
of his staff regularly visited the headquarters site. Ra-
dio traffic, which the SHAEF staff insured could be
monitored, was maintained for about four months be-
fore the Normandy invasion. In addition, special mea-
sures were taken to add reality to the effort, including
American-British field exercises in the general area.

Through this plot, Hitler was, in fact, deluded into
believing that the invasion would take the shortest
route by crossing the channel to Pas de Calais. Based
upon this ruse, Hitler ordered that five of his crack
panzer divisions be stationed in that general area, even
contrary to the recommendations of Field Marshall
Von Rundstedt, the German western front comman-
der. Having succeeded in his mission of convincing
Hitler of this most likely avenue of approach, Popov
was returned under secrecy to England to continue his
bogus role as a spy for the Germans, though, at this
time, he was really a counterspy for the Allied general
staff. So much for the deceptive background; now for
the effect.

RomMEeL ENTREATS HITLER

Some years after this trip with General Bradley, I was
asked to write the foreword to a book entitled Rommel
in Normandy, which Presidio Press had under contract
for publication. The author, Admiral Rugge, who was
Rommel’s chief of staff in Africa, came with Rommel t@
France and was with him until Rommel’s death in July
1944. In his book, Admiral Rugge made the pojnt very
early that after Field Marshall Rommel, also known as
the Desert Fox, was assigned as field commander of the
western front in France, Rommel became convinced
that the Allied invasion would be directed at Norman-
dy, not northern France, or the Pas de Calais area, con-
trary to the German general staff’s belief. In his tour of
the area, Rommel concluded that the German defen-
sive forces in Normandy were woefully inadequate. .

Rommel leaned hard against the German general
staff, going directly to Hitler to request that Hitler
release to him the panzer divisions stationed in north-
ern France. Hitler steadfastly refused Rommel’s en-
treaties. Had these panzer divisions been released to
Rommel as he had pleaded, it is doubtful that the Allied
invasion of Normandy would have succeeded as it did.
Certainly, it would have been vastly more difficult.
Despite Rommel’s pleas, the German panzer divisions
sat uncommitted in the Pas de Calais area until early
July, when, at last, they moved south in the endeavor
to stop Patton’s rapid advance across France. Of
course, the commitment of these divisions at that late
time did not succeed in halting the 3rd U.S. Army and
the Allied race across France in July and August of
1944. By that time, the build-up of Allied Forces was
already formidable.

D-Day Minus Six Hours

With that as background, I will recount some of my
own experience in World War 11, beginning with the
midnight parachute jump behind the beach defenses to
support, from the rear, the American landings in Nor-
mandy some six hours before D-Day. To put it mildly,
it was not an easy initiation into combat. At that time,
1 was a first lieutenant platoon leader, soist Para-
chute Infantry regiment, of the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, some fourteen months out of West Point. We were
ahighly trained unit, well-equipped, and well-prepared
for airborne assault. However, one thing had to be
missing from our pre-invasion training: the unexpected
situation we encountered on the flight in, and the effect
this would have upon our ground mission. We never
suspected we would encounter heavy anti-aircraft fire
or the unusual landing terrain we found in Normandy.
Perhaps the Germans had discovered our aircraft
sooner than we had expected.

At the Airborne departure fields in England, it was
like getting ready for a major athletic event, one for
which we had long trained and were anxious to get on
with. Morale was high. Because of the long flight from
England on the C-47 transport planes, the maximum
troop loading weight limit was 4,000 pounds per air-
craft with each plane carrying generally seventeen to
eighteen paratroopers. As a result of this load limita-
tion, each trooper had to be weighed with his full gear.
As an example, I was loaded with five days’ K-rations,
a radio, five land mines (each weighing 2.5 Ibs.), three
canteens of water, two hand grenades, a pistol and a
carbine, a package of emergency escape items including
asilk map of France, as well as a medical kit consisting
of three morphine styrettes, among other medical
items, and, of course, the parachute. I weighed 360
pounds as I departed for the aircraft. Every soldier in
the 101st Airborne Division was similarly equipped,
except for the radio and the extra weapon.




